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Socio--Economic Profile of Children Studying
in (Class-Il) Bodh Linked Govt. School’s

Background :

Bodh has been working towards enhancing quality and accessibility to
education in urban slums of Jaipur since 1989. In 1994 a collaborative effort
with GOR was launched by Bodh. It was envisaged that over a five year
period (1995-99), the methodology and curriculum developed by Bodh would

be shared and adapted in ten government schools through an outreach/adoption
programme.

Bodh began work in nine schools during 1994-95  The tenth school has

been taken up in 1996. it is against this background that present study was
initiated.

Objectives

To understand the socio-economic background of children enrolled in
Class Il in these govt. schools.

To understand the aspirations and expectations of parents/guardians
regarding their children; and from the schools.

To identify areas for future intervention.

Methodology :

As a first step, a series of meetings were organised with the Bodh teachers

teaching in these govt. schools to gain a preliminary understanding of the
area.

This was followed by discussions with other researchers linked with Bodh.
Following these, it was decided that the present study would cover 5 of the
9 schools, taken up in 1994-95 (ie. a sample of 55.55%). Within these

schools, it was decided that all children of Class Il being taught by Bodh
teachers would be included in this study.




In addition the tenth school, taken up by Bodh in 1996 (namely Bajaj Nagar)

has also been included in the study. The reasons for including this school
were -

Bodh had already been interacting with the community prior to July 1996,
though formal teaching/teacher-parent interaction only began after July 96.
In such a scenario, it is possible that the hopes and aspirations for their
children may vary, significantly, for parents/guardians of this school as
compared to the other five schools. Thus the sixth school provides the
‘control’ group. In the case of this school however, students of Class | (and
Not Class Il as in the case of the other five schools) have been covered
in the study. The six schools covered are located in Gher Saiwad, Paharganj,
Nahari ka Naka, Malviya Nagar, Sheopur and Bajaj Nagar.

The average number of children in class sections being taught by Bodh
teachers is 30, out of an average total class strength of 60 in each school.
All the children in the Bodh taught section have been covered. Thus, this
study has covered 50% of the total enroliment in Class Il, (Class | in the
case of the Bajaj Nagar institution) of all the 6 schools.

The next step was preparation of a schedule to collect data relevant to the
socio-economic background of children and the aspirations and hopes of
their parents/guardians. The schedule was also modelled to understand the
nature of support/attitude to the child and his/her education. This schedule
was field-tested in 3 schools and after discussions and necessary corrections,
the schedule was finalized (see Appendix ).

The data was collected from mid September to mid October 96. There was
a conscious attempt, in the field to interact with both parents/guardians of

each child, as well as other family, ‘elders’ (in the case of joint families)
as far as possible.

Data analysis and preparation of draft report is ongoing. For a more in-depth
understanding of the issues, case studies are also being taken up.




Preliminary Findings

Schools covered Bajaj Nagar
Gher Saiwad
Malviya Nagar
Nahari Ka Naka
Paharganj
Sheopur (Distt. Jaipur)

[See School Profiles and Area Profiles (Appendix Il]

Every area has its own textures. Sheopur falls in the rural area of Jaipur
district, while the other five schools are within the city limits of Jaipur. Of these,
Paharganj and Gher Saiwad fall within the old walled City portion of Jaipur.

Nahari Ka Naka falls outside the walled city though it has traditionally been
viewed as fringing part of '‘Old’ Jaipur, while the Malviya Nagar and Bajaj Nagar
schools are located in the more recently developed colonies of present-day Jaipur.

Study Details

The total number of children covered in the study are as follows :

TABLE | : Total No. of Children

Area Class | Class |l

Bajaj Nagar 30 -

Gher Saiwad 26

Malviya Nagar 30

Nahari Ka Naka 27

Paharganj 29

Sheopur : 27

Total 30 133

In total 169 children, studying in Bodh-taught class-sections, come under the

purview of the study from 6 areas. Out of these 169 children, 89 are girls and
80 are boys.




The caste composition of children studying in these schools differs from area
to area :

TABLE Il : Caste Composition

Area

Bajaj Nagar

Gher Saiwad 18

Malviya Nagar 9

Nahari Ka Naka 1

29

Paharganj (all Muslims)

Sheopur 3 (M) 4 (¢ 3

Total 70 20 73 6

Out of the 169 children, 70 children were from general category (of these
38 were Muslims), 20 children belonged OBC families, 73 to SC families, and 6
to ST families. If we look at the main category of children that the schools are
addressing it is the marginalised groups i.e., SC/ST and OBC.

Age

The age group of children enrolled in the school ranges from

TABLE 11l : Age Group of Children

Area 4-7 yrs 7-9 yrs

Bajaj Nagar 2 18

Gher Saiwad 16 10

Malviya Nagar 12 7

Nahari Ka Naka 14 10 1 (above 12 yrs)

Paharganj 21 6

Sheopur 17 13

Total 87




There are 87 children in the age group 4-7 yrs, 64 children in 7-9 yrs and
18 children in the 9-12 yrs age group. Majority of the children are in the age
group of 6-9 yrs. Some of the children are in an older age group. This appears
to indicate a late entry into the schooling/education system.

The study reveals that very few children have attended any school/Angan
Wari Centre for pre-school education. The number of children with previous
schooling experience varies from 2-4 children per area only. Only in Bajaj Nagar
it was found that 8 children had attended the Angan Wari Centre, prior to joining

the school.

Family Structure

The composition of a child’s family (i.e. joint or nuclear) can have possible
effects on the over all economic status of the family. It can also influence the
nature and quality of support provided to the child. Along with this, it should
also help us in understanding the social phenomenon of changing family structures.

The 169 children are drawn from both nuclear as well as joint families.

TABLE IV : Family Structure

Area Nuclear

Bajaj Nagar 25

Gher Saiwad 19

Malviya Nagar 27

Nahari Ka Naka 23

Paharganj 19

Sheopur 16 11

Total 129 40

Out of the 169 children, 70% to 90% children live in nuclear families. Only
in two areas, Paharganj and Sheopur, more children from joint families are
attending the schools.

Aspects like belief systems, religious rituals, reasons for migrating from their
native villages and existing links with the village, if any, are among the other
issues that are currently being analysed as part of this study.




Literacy :

TABLE V : Literacy Status of Parents/Guardians

‘ t . upt Edu. upt Edu. beyond
Non-Literate Literate Eells dnla £ upio O R y

Name of the Primary Level Middle Secondary Secondary
School T

—

Mother | Father MotherIFather Mother | Father | Mother | Father | Mother | Father | Mother | Father

Bajaj Nagar | 25 6 2 6 2 6 8 2 1

.{Gher Saiwad| 7 3 10 4 10 6

. |Malviya Nagar| 21

. |Nahri ka Naka| 19

Paharganj 19

Sheopur 20

Total 78 5|

Note :

Total Number of (Bajaj Nagar) children 30 : (1 mother died), 29 mothers (1 woman
divorced and child living with her) so 29 fathers.

Total Number of (Gher Saiwad) children 26 : (2 Mothers died); Mothers 24.

Total Number of (Malviya Nagar) children 30 : (1 father died and mother remarried
so child lives with uncle and aunt).

Total Number of (Nahri ka Naka) children 27 :

Total Number of (Paharganj) children 29 : (No information regarding 1 mother) 28
maothers.

Total Number of (Sheopur) children 27 : (1 mother died and 1 father died) 26
mother, 26 fathers.

The present findings indicate that the education levels of the parents/guardians
range from being non-literates to graduates. There are 110 mothers who are
non-literates as against 41 fathers who are non-literate. There are 14 mothers
who are minimally literate as compared to 18 fathers who are minimally literate,.
while there are 28 mothers who have received education upto primary level as
against 32 fathers. There are 7 mothers educated upto the middle level, and
there are 37 fathers who have received education upto this level. Only 2 mothers
out a total of 169 families have received education upto secondary level, as
against 33 fathers. No child’s mother holds any education qualification beyond
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the secondary level, but there are 4 fathers who have received education beyond
secondary level, with one of them being a graduate.

Economic Status : (Occupation, Earnings etc.)

The nature of economic activity and total earning of a family varied not only
between the different areas; but also within each area.

For example, in Bajaj Nagar the parents are workers in the Municipality,
wage labourers (both skilled and unskilled); street vendors, tailors and small scale
artisans, while in Gher Saiwad the work ranges from goldsmithy, rickshaw-puller,
artisans, work in the Govt Service sector (Class |V), to petty shop-keeping,
street-vending, running barbershops and even a dairy. In Sheopur the nature of
economic activity includes wage labour, agricultural sector, work in factories, as
auto-rickshaw drivers, masons and artisans.

Parents/guardians of children studying in the Malviya Nagar school are mostly
engaged in work categorised as ‘Service’ (Class |V), wage labourers, masons,
drivers, tonga-pullers, ironing kiosks, dairying and selling dairy produce, and
tailoring. One mother works in an Angan Bari centre. In Paharganj, most families
are involved in the Gem polishing industry and related activities, along with wage
labourers, while in Nahri ka Naka the family occupations include ‘Service’, teaching,
work in the Municipality, stone masons and wage labourers.

As far as family income is concerned, the following table provides a general
overview.

TABLE VI : Family Income/Earnings

Annual Family Income/Earnings

Annual earning Earnings not

between Rs. ::erluix_‘!seasrglggz specified or
20,000-50,000 ; ! irreqular or unknown

Annual earning up
to Rs. 20,000

Bajaj Nagar 14 15

Gher Saiwad 2 20

Malviya Nagar 20

Nahari Ka Naka 18

Paharganj 15

Sheopur 19

Total




Annual earnings of 26 families of the total 169 children in the present study
are upto Rs. 20,000 per annum, while 105 families have an annual income of
between Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 50,000, and the annual earnings of 32 families are
above Rs. 50,000. The annual earnings of 6 families could not be ascertained.

Here it is also important to note that the majority of the families borrow
money. This ranges from small amounts of Rs. 200 to Rs. 500 for every day
expenses to larger amounts, for e.g.. Rs. 50,000 in some cases. Reasons for
families borrowing money include expenses related to illness, marriage ceremonies,
festivals, religious rituals, to start business, to construct houses and death
ceremonies. Many families were reluctant to discuss and disclose the nature and
amount of borrowing money.

Yet another issue related to indebtedness as well as money available to a

family for general expenditure, is that of alcoholism, drugs, lottery tickets and/or
gambling.

Health

In this study an attempt has been made to look at issues related to health

and nutritional status of children, immunization, chronic illness (child and parents)
and average expenditure on health problems, in order to understand the quality
of care given to the child. The following table gives an indication of the nutritional
status and immunization pattern of all the children :

Table VII : Health Status

Children under
weight

Area Healthy children | Fully Immunized |Partial Immunized| Not immunized

Bajaj Nagar 29

Gher Saiwad 22

Malviya Nagar 27

Nahari Ka Naka 23

Paharganj 29 - 21

Sheopur 14 18 10

Total 144 25 94

(For the standard height/Weight chart see Annexure lll)




Of the total number of 169 children, 25 fall in the category of healthy, and
144 are under-weight for their age and height. In comparison to the other areas
covered under the study the situation of children is Sheopur (rural area) indicates
that 12 out of 25 children are healthy, implying a better health status of children
living in the rural area. But if we look at the immunization pattern maximum
number of children in Sheopur are not immunized. The under-nourishment of the
children is clearly reflected in the majority of the children. A total of 144 are
under-weight out of 169 children i.e. 85%.

With regard to chronic illness in the family, (child or parent) the health
related problems of parents include hypertension, stomach related problems,
asthma, T.B. and gynecological problems. The other issue is health problems
related to alcoholism and addiction to tobacco and drugs (smack, marijuana and
hemp).

Except in Paharganj, most families (especially male members) seem toc be
in the habit of consuming Gutka/Pan Masala, Cigarettes/Bidis and Alcohol. In
some families the women consume gutka, pan masala and some of them also
smoke. Most of the families felt that consumption of the above items had a
negative effect on their health. The commonly stated reasons for taking these
include — “reduces tension and relaxes”, “it is a habit” “it is necessary for work”
etc. Some of families also explained that, use of tobacco also helped in “releasing
stomach distention.”

Living Conditions

Housing No. of Rooms Ventilation Toilets Water Electricity
S. | Name of ?
N Aein More 5 Tap | Public
Kuchha |Pucha| One | Two | Three | then | Yes No Own . | Conn- |{Source| Yes No
Public ;
three ection
Lo sa e
A Nagar 9 . 4 2048 L2 e 10 g0 4 ot on] o
Gher

2 | saiwad 1 252543 6 5 2 8 180122 -4 195 1 25 i)

Malviya
Nagar L 10 12008 L8 13 1 460 14 101 00 | 18 b e a1 9

Nahari :
g s Naka 4 23 1 6 6 4 15 1254223 4 20 7 24 3

S. | Paharganj | 1 28 7 9 6 7 22 i 25 1024 .1 28 1 29 =

6. | Sheopur | § 22 6 4 8 9 21 6 3 24 7 2022 5

Total 231 146465 -1 :53 198 =24 100 | 69 40168 DT | 421150 49

* 'Public’ stands for both public toilets as well as public open spaces.




The living conditions of the children and their families are as follows : Out
of total of 169 families, 146 lives in ‘pucca’ houses, as against 23 who have
‘kuccha’ housing. Majority of the families (65) live in single room housing, 53
families have 2 room facility, 28 families have 3 rooms and 24 families have
more than 3 rooms. The families who have 3 or more than 3 rooms, however,
live in joint families often sharing living space between 8-12 members.

Ventilation exist in most houses, but 69 houses don’t have proper ventilation.
Toilet facilities can be seen in terms of having facilities either within the houses
or using public facilities. 101 families had private toilet facilities, whereas 68
families depend on public toilets or open spaces.

With regard to electricity and water connection, 127 families had water facility
within their homes and 42 depended on public water sources or on neighbourhood
connections. In Sheopur, the families largely dependent on hand pumps and wells.
150 families had electricity connections and 19 families did not have electricity.

Aspects related to kitchen, bathing and number of occupants in each housing
unit, are being analysed separately.

The range of other items available in the 169 families include television
sets, fans, radios, cassette tape recorders, sewing machines, bicycles, steel
almirahs, coolers, irons, and in some cases scooters and motorcycles.

Choice of School and School-Parent Relationship :

Data indicates that most parents/guardians have selected/opted to send their
children to the schools under study as the schools are (a) close to their homes,
(b) are Govt. Schools, and (c) cost less than a Private School.

Admissions for the children had been sought by parents and/or other family
members neighbours and even tutors. Most parents/guardians of class Il students
expressed satisfaction with the functioning and teaching within the schools. They
expressed that the BODH teachers had established contact with them on a regular
basis, in comparison with the regular (Govt.) teachers. Whereas in Bajaj Nagar

school, which has been recently taken up by Bodh, parents did not know much
about the school functioning and teaching.

Recreation

It was found that most children (particularly the girls) help their family with
small household chores either before going to school or after coming back. Their
playing space is usually the local alley, mohalla, or space outside their houses.
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Table IX provides an overview of the recreational facilities available to the
children in the study.

TABLE IX : Recreational Facilities

Area Outings Toys Television

Bajaj Nagar 3 - 22

Gher Saiwad 17 11 22

Malviya Nagar 3 5 : 17

Nahari Ka Naka 14 1 20

Paharganj 19 16 29

Sheopur 2 12 - 10

Total 58 42 17 120

The above table shows that out of 169 students the main recreational activity
for the children centres around television viewing. In 58 cases the families take
children for outings, while only 42 are in the habit of purchasing toys for their
children. Toys in the rural area - Sheopur are made from clay. Outing are ;
uncommon here. It is only in the Malviya Nagar and Gher Saiwad areas that
books (10 and 7 respectively) are purchased for children. The implications of the
above data need further analysis since it influences the overall development of
children and the quality of their upbringing.

Hopes and Aspirations of Parents :

The hopes and aspirations on the part of the parents/guardians of the 169
children tend to vary from area to area. For example, in Malviya Nagar parents
either stated that their child was too young at present, or that they had no
specific aspirations for their future. They were unanimous, however, that their
children should study and get jobs. For girls, another commonly expressed opinion
was that as the girls would be married off, schooling beyond the primary level
was not very essential for them.

In Bajaj Nagar, though similar sentiments were expressed, some parénts
also hoped their children would get Govt. jobs or become doctors or teachers.
Others wanted their children to become ‘good citizens’. They want the girls to
become good future wives and daughter-in-laws.
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Parents of the Paharganj area also wanted the children to study and do
well in future. In addition some parents/guardians of both boys and girls hoped
that the children would become doctors, lawyers and teachers. Others wanted
children to follow the family occupation of gem polishing and related work.

In contrast, in Sheopur the aspiration for girls was primarily focussed on
their ability to become literate and keep accounts. In the view of Sheopur
parents/guardians, education for girls was not a priority as the girls would be
married off and not need to enter into the formal employment sector.

Recognizing the importance of education, parents/guardians in the Gher
Saiwad area hoped that their children would get good jobs and take over familial
responsibility. Many of them hoped their children will take up Govt. jobs. For
girls it was also desired that they developed a nurturing and caring role when
they enter adulthood. In Nahri ka Naka, aspiration for girls centred around their
becoming good housewives after their education. As regards boys families hoped
that they would study and get good jobs.

The study shows in all these six areas the role model for girls generally
remains the socially/traditionally accepted one of them becoming and ‘ideal
housewife and daughter-in-law.

CONCLUSIONS

Some of the major conclusion which can be drawn at this (preliminary)
stage are as follows :

The schools are mainly addressing the economically and socially weaker
sections of society.

Most children come from families where parents have long working
hours and are involved in labour intensive work which influences the
quality of their mutual interaction.

The study reveals that the trend is in favour of nuclear families. However
it was found that in the case of joint-families the quality of care,
protection, and over all support available to a child was greater as
compared to the nuclear families covered in our study.

The average age of Class Il (Class | for Bajaj Nagar) students indicates'

a phenomenon of late entry into the educational stream.




The literacy status of parents/guardians, appears to have a direct
influence on their aspirations for their children. In particular, the literacy
status of mothers and other female relatives in the family affects their
aspirations regarding girls.

Under-nourishment has emerged as a prominent feature. This is an
area of concern. Future interventions in the area of health should focus
on this issue.

As regards recreation or entertainment facilities provided to children
within their families, television has gained central place, curtailing and
restricting their access to creative and active modes of recreation and
expression. :

Generally, aspirations of the parents/guardians of children of Class Il
are not fully formed, and mostly centre around their children earning a
livelihood.

In the case of girls, the majority of parents/guardians view marriage
and fullfilling the role of an ‘ideal’ housewife as the goal. Only in a
few cases, the hope was expressed that the girls would take up careers
like doctors, teachers and lawyers.

There is a gender divide in the expectations from boys and girls. In
both cases the traditional roles are being encouraged within the families.[]
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ANNEXURE-II

School and Area Profiles

These school and area profiles have been prepared by
Shri Yunus Ali, Shri Ram Swarup Sharma, Shri Kaluram
Poswal, Shri Ram Krishna Pareek, Shri Jagdish Prasad
Sharma, Shri Shivram Sharma and Ms. Ritu Sharma we

gratefully acknowledge the detailed assessments provided
by all of them.
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ANNEXURE-III

Weight(Median) Height(Median)

Boy Girl Boy Girl

18.7 177 3.66 3.61

1197 18.6 01 3:72

20.7 19:5 3.8 3.82

217 20.6 3.97 3.92

22.9 21.8 4.06 4.02

24.0 : 4.15 412

25.3 4.23 4.21

26T 4.32 4.31

28.1 4.41 4.41

29.7 4.49 4.51

31.4 4.58 4.61

33.3 4.68 4.72

35.3 4.78 4.83

375 4.88 4.94

39.8 : 4.99 5.05

The above standared chart given has been evolved from the chart “Weight for Age”
and “Height for age”.




