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Presidential address by Shri Parimal Mitra, Minister,
Forests and Tourism, Government of West Bengal.

Shri Digvijaysingh, distinguished delegates,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I extend my sincere thanks to the organisers of the

International Workshop on Management of Elephants for inviting
me to preside over this function. I am happy that it has been

possible for the Forest Department of this State to organise

this Workshop attended by a large number of distinguished
delegates from the country and abroad I extend hearty welcome

to the Central Minister for Environment and to all of you and

hope that your participation will make this Workshop really
meaningful.

My personal eontact with the forests of North Bengal

and its wild denizens, particularly the elephants has been a

long cne. On several occasions, in forests I came face to face

with this magnificent herbivore which I always considered to be

a noble animal. The rural population in general traditionally
developed a sense of leve and affection for this fascinatin
animal probably because of its unusual form and habit and its
submissive attitude tnwards man's commands after domestication.

It is however, a matter of regret but all the same a

grim reality that the wild habitat of this animal is continuously

shrinking due to human encroachment in various shape. Close

juxtaposition of elephant and man in areas which were the

favourite habitats of elephants in the recent past is

increasingly posing the problem of men-elephant confrontation

in whieh both the contenders are suffering. eseUnder
¥

feonditions, beecmingboth the man and the elephant are hostil«
to each other and there is an ever-increasing clamour for
exterminatiorm of this magnificent animal. North Bengal where
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in this respect.

idle in a situation Like thig and allow the worst to happen.

4n indepth study of the issue ig therefore required.

necessary to find out not only the extend of

still remains for housing the elephants and how best te conserve

vwSea Ag Werkshop is meeting perhaps presents a eritical situation

I believe, the wildlife Managers cannot possibly sit

It is
habitat that

it at the optimum level, but also the bearing capacity of such

habitats, depending on vegetation type and other factors.

Elephant population in @ region requires to be assessed as

correctly as possible and ways of management devised for both

the elephant population and the habitat. At the same t ime

steps should be taken to minimise depredation caused by wild

elephants in which the poor villagers are the worst sufferers.

In several countries of Asia, elephant energy has been

harnessed and put to human use since the historic ages. It is,

therefore, also necessery to evolve better techniques of

management of domesticated elephants so that the services of

this noble beast could be utilised without causing unnecessery

hardship and cruelty to the animal. In this context, the use

of elephants - for timber dragging operation perhaps deserves

eritical review.
It is hoped that this Workshop which is perhaps the

first of its kind held in India will help in dissemination of

knowledge and expertise that have been acquired by specialists

working in their own areas in various countries of Asia and

Africa and lead to better understanding of the situation.

wish the Workshop all success in its deliberations and hope that

this gathering of distinguished scientists and field workers

will come forward with some practical suggestions which could be

implemented in the best interest of both the elephant and man.


