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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP. ON MANAGEMENT DF ELFPHANTS TN THE WITLD
& IN CAPTIVITY JALDARARA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY UEST BENGAL INDIA
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JECHNICAL SESSION T/UT , Venue ¢ Momdakari

SR e e

Topic : Agtl=slephant depredation nethods

Chairmae * Sri K. Shunnugasathban

(1) Electric faonce Robert ‘
Ivaa Rey (U
(Fisld=woek

Spike-barrier Ivan Reoy (Uest Benpal)
: (Figid~uork by West Benigal
Ferxast Depariment as per
desion by the late 5.F 10.45-11,0 as,
d Oy bt SR
hotnury o Bricsa; India)

(3) Elephant proof Tvan Roy (uest Bengal)
trench (Field-uyork by Wedt Bengal 1t 15 am
Forest

CORFEE T 1= 9 1, 30a1s,
(4) Olfactory & sound M.K. Choudhuty &
barrier Ivan Roy (lest Bengal)
"Some observations on the
usg of tigel seent (uripe) 11.30~1.9Pm,
and ticer Gslle 55 pepellants
to slephants"

LUNCH 1-1-30 pm.
(5) Chase without DeKa Lahiri Choudhuty (RER) &
capture BsKe Bardnam Rov (lest Bengal)
"ihchored Mela~tyvose chase~
without~capture" eperaticn in 1.30~2,0 pm,
Norcth Berigal,

SUMMING UP AND RECOMMENDANTIONS ey ol phig

TECHNICAL SESSTION I/VTT

e Topic : Herd=bshaviour of eleph=ants

(1) Cynthia Moss (Kenya) ="The African experience" 2+.30=3,0 pm.

(20 BieoDy Ditvior e Dedan experience O3 3 name
(AEG)

TECHNICAL SESSION I/VIIT
Topic ¢ Destruetion of elephants
1) S. Deb Roy (fssam) 3.45-4,15pm,

2) DoKe Lahiri Choudhuty (RER)

CONCLUS *ON OF SESSION
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Wegt Bengal
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i ¥ 14th Decamber, 1982 Venue - Hollong,

Toehnical Seggion I/x/

Sohants
e 5 o 10,0 am.

ﬂ?i_g’:ﬂ"_‘]_.gcl S2osion _I/;’:L:—/

Chairman Shetty

1) Training of ealves with Koonkics (N@ India) 10,30 to 11 a,m.
~ Danonstrator 3 Siri P G Barua,

s “u

COFF AR 5 - , 11.00 ~ 11,Y5 nm,

~¥ S L%

G as o 1E neen:

2) Damonstration “of tmiring without Koorkis
“(NE India ) =
Damon strtion by P G Bama

Danonstrmtion of tmining in Kraal ' 12 to 1945 pin

. (Tanil nadu) Sy B
ﬁ’,- TN G B e A2 4500 e o
4l 3phants and their dissascs i el 8

Dr, Krishnamurty G S SR e e

Dist of Tphants - ; 2.45 to 3,30 p.m.
1) PG Barua
2) Sikmar
3R 0 D0liver

4) Dr, Mazundar

Film show (subjzet to confirmation)




Presidential address by Shri Parimal Mitra, Minister,
Forests and Tourism, Government of West Bengal .

Shrl Dlgv13ay51ngh distinguished delegates,
ladies and gentlemen,

I extend my sincere thanks to the organisers of the
International Workshop on Management of Elephants for inviting
me to preéide over this function. I am happy that it has been
possible’ for the TForest Department of this State to organise
this Workshop attended by a large number of distinguished
delegates from the country and abroad. I extend hearty welcome
to the Central Minister for Environment and to all of you and
hope that your participation will make this Workshop really
meaningful . .

My pérsonal rontact with the forests of North Bengal
apd nits wild denizéns, particularly the elephants has been a
Jong one. On. several occasions, in forests I came face to face
with this magnificent herbivore which I always considered to be
a noble animal . The rural population in general, traditionally
developed a sense of love and affection for this fascinating
animal probably because of its unusual form and habit and its
submissive attitude towards man's commands after domestication.

It is, however, a matter of regret but zll the same a
grim reality that the wild habitat of this animal is continuously

shrinking due to human encroachment in various shape. Close

juxtaposition of elephant and man in areas which were the

favourite habitats of elephants in the recent past is
increasingly posing the problem of men-elephant confrontation
in whieh both the contenders are suffering. Under these
eonditions, both the man and the elephant are beecming hostile

to each other and there is an ever-increasing clameour for

exterminatiom of this magnificent animal. North Bengal where




»émﬁﬁﬁf Mgrkshcp is meeting perhaps presents a critical situation

im s respects

I believe, the wildlife Managers cannot possibly sit
i1 i o situation like this and allow the worst to happen.
zn indepth study of the issue is therefore required. It 19
necessary to find out not only the extend of hebitat that
still remains for housing the elephants and how best to conserve
it at the coptimum level, but 2]so the bearing capacity of such
habitats, depending on vegetation type and other factors.
Elephant population in & region reqguires to be assessed as
correctly &s possible and ways of management devised for both
the elephant population and the habitat. At the same t ime
steps should be taken to minimise depredation caused by wild
elephants in which the poor villagers are the worst sufferers.

In several countries of Asia, elephent energy has been
harnessed and put to human use since the historic ages. It is,
thereforé, al so necessary to evolve better techniques of
management of domesticated elephants SO that the services of
this noble beast could be util ised without causing unnecessaly
hardship and cruelty to the animal .. In this conteXt, the use
of elephants - for timber dragging operation perhaps deserves
critical review.

It is hoped that this Workshop which is perhaps the
first of its kind held in Indis will help in dissemination of
knowledge and expertise that have been acgquired by special ists

working in their own areas in various countries of Asia and

Africa and lead to better understanding of the situation o L

wish the Workshop all success in 1its de]l iberations and hope that
this gathering of distinguished scientists and field workers
will come forward with some practical suggestions wh ich could be

implemented in the best ioterest of both the elephant and man.
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