BEFORE THE FPRIME MINISTER OF INDIA, HiW DELHT

We, the undersigned, submit the followl .
memorandum before you for immediate attentl

necessary action 1 , A

‘1., You may be aware that land slip%é regul ar
phenomenon in the mouniain regions of Kerala,

These counter-blasts of nature are not unexpected,
Experts on earth sciences were warning again aal sair
sgainst the umscrupulous tree felling on the mountl
slops in Yestern Ghats, y

2. |Wynad, the hill distriot of Xerala, is b -
affected by indiserininate tree felling. Dux
monsoon season of 1984, large scale land 819
ocourad at Eusdakal snd vn the Zaet-Jection of
Calicut - Xalpetta u:istriat headquartera of Wyn
road, causing irraqpau*able ioss to human life
national wealth, Wynsd district wus eut off ir
rest of the State for weeks and crores of rupee= w
drained away from the State excheguer ij %B?' Raag }
relief and repairs. But the Governse o
ignoring the real cause for the havomi

. P We have made several valn asbtenpd
atteniion of the State Government towsids
‘which will cause severe éaolgiﬂd imbealang
threatening the ghat road, the main arte
the disirict with rest of the State.

4+ - Un the top of the 'Thamarassery Fg
Ghats a large area is in the possession oX
private individuals. About 500 aecres kno
‘Heenakshi Flantations' ane men@ them, A
%o the best of our muledge. this properdy
belonged to Hilambud ﬂeavilaimm and aight |
in the Goversment under the Yerala Private forwo:s
(Vesting snd Assignuent) Act 1971,

(&ﬂﬂtd. saens o./f’}




But with the help of uaserupulous governument officers,
the forest wss retained by priveteim individuals and
sabmeqxiently Cardamon and Coffee fegistration Certificate
were obtained, eveanthough neither Cardamom nor Coifes
wos cultivated in the area,

5. large tracts of evergreen forests in the srea
were denuded with the comnivance of Government Officials,
Remaining few acres of tree growth is very valuable

~ Yor the safely of the ghat road and human life.

6.‘ MQ&M& in lMeenskshi istate was started on

the streugth of & vert ificate issued by the Seaior-
Liaison Officer, Coffee Hodwwy Ksdjetta, 48 per the
information gathered by as the Senor L.Iﬂ.im Uffiecer has
issued permit on 23.4.84 for regulating shade for
Coffee Flanthtions., Ian the piece of land from where
the trees have been felled, there is no Uoffee at all,
Any one who visite the place can see & pateh of
abandoned Coffee plantations by the side of the land
iron which trees were felled., In the area where there
are coffee plasis, not even a single iree csn be seen. |
 They were felled years ago. Hence the sotm of the ’
Senior Liaison Officer is prima fagia M and
unjustifiabie.

7. ©On the strength of the peraﬁ glven by the

denior Lisison Officer, the p&rudatsrm sutiing trees
from the entire area, Timely interveantion of the ’
local people could stop the depredation of nature for
the time being. We approached authorities at various
levels to find a permanent solution to this issue.
Several telegrammes wers send even to your office.
But, so far, in our knowledge, no effeotive step has
been taken. Waiehever departments contacted by us -
evaied the responsibility ef tm&; positive steps

to curd the felling.,

| . (Qﬂﬂt& Q.Q'OIB/-)
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8¢ An enquiry om thp basis of the following pninii
will reveal the illegality of the felling and bring
to light the black hands behind the act.

(1) Ownership of the property.
(2) Hature of the property in 1971.
(3) Hature or pluntations.

(4) letails or registrations and certificates of
Cardemon end Coffee and rules, norms, and prineciples
‘behind the sabe of these Certificates,’

(5) Complisncs of rules undcr the Coffee Aot and
Cardamon Aot,

(6) Flan of property in whtih-ﬂhtite _nd ardammg (ETT
Vaultiva&ed. .

(0 saetnar peraission has been grantéd for cutting
rees.

(8) Detailas of yarﬂiaaiankgraamed .
(9) 1If permission has been graated, actual extent in

wilch Coffee is planied and anature at tree growih
in Coffee plaatations., -

(10)8ature of the plantation from which trees have
alreasy been felled.

9 The question, we face ia waether we should allow

a few profiters and corrupt officiuls to creaie menace

to the seoiety and. furthar erosion of publie ﬁoney

0. In Hynaﬁ, Gaft@a Board Officials are lssuing
cutting permite intentionelly ignoring the faet that
the tree felling will adversely affeet the existing
Coffee Fianta&icna and furthsr extension of Coffes.

itl. Hbfhepa that you will a@praciatc our anxiety on
the denudation of 'lleenakshi Flantation' as the
location is just above the landslip-prome ghat road,
Even if the individusls clalming this arsa have titles
over the lgnd snd right to cut the trees uader the
,presanx}‘ ’: for the intereet of Scoelity laws should
 be mude %o prevent any further tree felling. k '

| (Gﬁntd aa i p‘/’)




Hence, we humbly pray that imnediate action may
bn taken to safeguard the interest of the people c,?
Wynad by prohibiting tree felling ia dcenakshi~
Flaatauione and nerby places on the ghat road,

4ith great eapeciations,

€.C, dathew

{sdvooute)

Fresident, :

Wyasd frexrthi Semrakshens Semiti,
Sultan's Battery -~ 073 592.

K.V, vapapdaaan,
Distriet Secretery,
KEerela Sastra Sahitya zerishat,
Ealpeita = 075 121

fuche
Brother Chacke,
Couvener, wyasad Chauras ‘Semrakshana-
Ssaith, Yount Sinal Aeshram,
Lakiidi, ?ymim.

NEHAD,

P.Y. vwohn,

Chairaman,

-dynad Dlalrict Jorsalzy Egaxd,
‘?algm‘hm - 975 izi.

‘I_z-‘a“ 3 e -
- LeOast soneswendl )




The Chief Minister of Keralsas, Trivandrun,.
Dagety o oo ey IW' ﬁmv"&fmml'- ﬂbv\}jd/v{
Chairman, Cardomom Board, Ernakulam,

Chairmen, Coffee 3oard, Banglore,

13 Joint Director{ixtension), Coffee Board,
Sanglore. '

Distriect Collector, uWynad, Kalpeltsa.




