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AN INTERNATIONAL COALITION FOR AUDIOVISUALS FOR DEVELOPMENT ANO DEMOCRACY 

fOUNOEO IN 1990, BRINGS TOGETHER PEOPLE FROM THE WORLD OF INDEPENDENT 

AND ALTERNATIVE VIDEO ANO TELEVISION FROM EVERY CONTINENT. TOGETHER, ITS 

MEMBERS ACT TO PROMOTE THE DEMOCRATIC PRACTICE OF COMMUNICATION. THEY 

AIM TO BROADEN THE PARTICIPATION OF COMMUNITIES ANO MOVEMENTS FROM THE 

SOUTH AND THE NORTH IN SOUND AND IMAGE PRODUCTION. THE COALITION ACTS 

THROUGH THE CREATION OF FORA FOR DEBATE ANO EXCHANGE AMONGST THE MANY 

DIVERSE PARTICIPANTS IN THIS BRO AO MOVEMENT FOR Al TERNATIVE MESSAGING. 
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UCHA GATHERING WAS 

same day as the sympo-

sium began, Rupert Mur-

<loch, media giant and owner 

of STAR TV, met with Indian 

ti n 

about even more relevant and immediate. 

\\'hen Chris Lee of the '\!acional Indigenous 

'.\.ledia Association, cold us what an old man 

from the remote homelands of Central Aus­

tralia said co him-"you know good boy, chis 

mob (white people) couldn't destroy us or 

our culcure with forced movement from the 

tribal lands, guns, alcohol, introduced diseas­

es or the church but they might do ic with 

chis TV ching"-ic echoed the concerns of us 

all. These things helped give us a better ap-
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government officials to further ex-

pand his multinational 

satellite TV networks, it 

made the many concerns 

and questions about 

what these new techno-

logical avances were 

•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The presentations : dynamic and 

stimulating 4 The Workshops . numerous and varied B New Delhi Symposium 
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preciacion of Dr. Yash Pal's simple yec celling 

message: " ... we should cake technology and 

bend it, move ic, cwisc it and use it." 

le was with all of chis in mind chat on 

che 9th co 12th of Februaf), 1994, \'ideazi­

muc and Cendic sponsored an international 

symposium. The 225 participants who came 

from all four corners of the world included 

independent producers, \1·omcn 's groups, in­

digenous and community groups, represent­

atives from national and international :\GOs 

and government agencies, as well as uni\'er­

sicy professors and researchers. All work in 

the field of communications i.e. in academic 

research, education, policy, information, 

training and production. In addition, they 

are acti\'c in areas as \·aried as the em·iron­

ment, human rights, labour and gender 

equal icy, among many ochers. 
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The symposium was an event where participants were 

able to share, learn and exchange in a context enriched by the 

presence of people from the academic world.While it was not an 

academic event as such, academics from Asia and the West en­

joyed the opportunity of working together. Above all, it was an 

important moment to learn about new technologies, what they 

will mean, how they will impact on everyday life and how they 

might alter the practice of alternative communication. 

Its structure was a combination of plenary sessions, work­

shops and smaller group discussions as well as screenings and 

several technical demonstrations. The themes touched on cen­

tral questions, i.e.; What progress have we made in appropriating 

technologies for the democratisation of audiovisual communica­

tion? Where have we come from, what have we learned, what 

have been our successes and failures? How will the new commu­

nication technologies in development transform the existing in­

formation order? What forms of empowerment or disempower­

ment can the members of the civil society expect? What will be 

• "' 
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the challenges and opportunities for the 

democratisatiop of audiovisual communi­

cation within and between nations? Will 

transnationals continue to flourish or will 

there be a greater trend towards creating 

regional and sub-regional alternatives to 

counter their globalising effects? What is 

the role of alternative communication in 

th is context? 

Various discussion groups also met 

to think about ways of developing strate­

gies for the future. They looked at the 

needs in the areas of training, distribu­

tion, legislation and policy, and re­

search, posing such questions as: What 

kinds of efforts need to be made to 

ensure access for independent practi­

tioners of audiovisual production? 

What initiatives will be needed to 

provide for the inclusion of the 

work of independent audiovisual 

practitioners? What new ap­

proaches will be required na­

tionally and internationally? 

What kind of research will be 

needed to support the ap­

propriation of new technol­

ogies for the democratisa­

tion of communication? 

Technical demon­

strations included: an In­

tegrated Systems Digital Net-

work (ISDN) presentation showing the 

many advantages of videoconferencing; a 

demonstration on Rightsizing Multi-Me­

dia; an exploration of the possibilities of 

Internet; and a look at the useful applica­

tions of an older technology, the video­

phone. 

In this issue of Clips, you will find a 

copy of the Final Declaration and a selec­

tion of excerpts taken from the presenta­

tions and workshops. The symposium 

took place within the context of Videazi­

mut's three year programme focusing on 

the appropriation of new technologies of 

communication for democracy and devel­

opment. Videazimut will produce follow­

up publications intended to assist inter-

ested parties m continuing the discus­

sions, debates and actions. Since there are 

many concerns about the future develop­

ments in technology, it is hoped that this 

symposium and the resulting publications 

will help all who work in the field of al­

ternative communication - particularly 

those who work at the grassroots level, to 

develop long term strategies and actions 

that will assist them in their work for 

years to come. T 

tflWtit•N 
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The presentations : 
dynamic and stimulating 

J..... Fr.!"' HE FOLLOWING IS A SERIES OF EXCERPTS taken from the papers presented 

11111111111 at the symposium. Through their presentations, the speakers allowed us to gain a 

t~~ better understanding of the successes, the problems 

and the challenges that lie ahead. 

Changes to come 

NDSINNEW 
GENERAL TRE TECHNOLOGIES 

COMMUNICATION . h·naTechnologies 
. . n and Switc i ,.., 

• New Transmissto Conversion . 
Analogical to Digital ~lessagde Recording Technologies 

• . Production an 
• New Storing, . • l'.,ledia 

. . and Printing 
• New Publishing ·ve Services 

. d Interact! 
New Telemattc an . Technologies 

• d Domestic 
• New Consumer an 

OF CAPITALIST 
CONSEQUENCES DEVELOPMENT 
TECHNOLOGICAL "Neo-Liberalistic" Propaganda 

nd more 
• Fewer Trusts a 

• More Colonisati~n d Unemployment 
More Productivity an \' 

• . and Less Qua ity 
• More QuantttY M Myths 

. ·ty and ore 
• More lnteracuvi. More Expense 
• More Manipulauon and I f mass media hasn't 

and contro o f d 

I 
·al fiaht over the property . I models must be re use • 

. t·ona soci .., . mmercia "An interna i nt and private-co ,, 
The governme . f wer groups. 

happened yet. , h merchandise o po . Q . . JJ: .• ,. 
. can t be t e f1 .. ,.,,.n, ~ 

Communicauon ~~-- ND NEW 
I NEW SERVICES A 

RA' TECHNOLOGIES, \TALY 
COMMUNICATION 
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A few of 
the concerns 

"THE co:-.111'G 01- DmECT 

Broadcast Satellites (DBS) to Asia 

has put the concept of the nation in 

jeopardy as nothing has since the 

I 9th century." 

"The major prohlem is really 

that of a surfeit of information, the 

trivialisation of its content and the 

homogenisation of its symbols." 

"As television has taken the 

place of the printed word at the 

centre of culture, so all public af­

fairs-politics, religion, news, edu­

cation, journalism, commerce­

have been turned into a form of en­

tertainment." 

" ... context-free information be­

came a commodity. News from no­

where, addressed to no one in par­

ticular, began to crisscross the 

globe." 

.,QIUJiHd h. :l>cu 
RESEARCH EDITOR, 

''THE TIMES OF INOIA" 
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The struggle to 1 

remain independent 
"WE CALL OURSELVES AN INDEPENDENT, ACTIVIST WOMEN'S PRODUCTION 

group, Bue without technology, training, financing, structural support and access co 

broadcasting venues, how can we call ourselves truly independent?" 

"To be independent is co refuse the structure of exploitation and dominance in 

the media, As a woman producer, it is to refuse to accept that the male standard is 

the only valid standard of technology and chat the sexism in advertising and pro­

gramming is acceptable. As a producer of alternative programmes, it is co refuse that 

the mega-media system is the only system chat will prevail. As a feminise activist 

producer, it is to refuse co go back to invisibility and inaudibility." 

"In order for our programmes to survive, we have to find new ways of doing 

things, of re-inventing what alternative media can be. We are looking for new part­

ners from the private sector, from among NGOs, ocher independent producers and 

development agencies. We are crying strategics that are new in Philippine advercis-

ing. We want the advertisers to see that they have a responsibility to the communi­

ty, and chat they must support those that help build the community. We want the 

government and the corporate world to understand that they must help solve the 

problem of violence against women, by changing media stereotypes. We must cry 

once again to make people see that, as independent producers, we represent not an 

alternative world: we represent che real world, with its diversity and complications, 

ics ordinariness and beauty, Our perspectives have the same equal right to be com­

municated; and we should not be labelled as 'radical feminists' or 'left-of-centre' or 

'Oriental' or 'exotic' or 'coloured'. Our creativity cannot be pigeon-holed." 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
.,(J#Uta .Peal,, S~ II 

PRESIDENT, WOMEN'S MEDIA CIRCLE 

I 

-
FOUNDATION INC., PHILIPPINES I 

-----------------~ 

A different 
look at the 

problem 
"THE FIRST IMPOHTANT POINT IS 

to realise chat the basic way that 

humans have organised them­

selves is changing. The nation­

state with its hierarchical form of 

communication is on the decline, 

Markets with their mercantilisc 

form of communication have 

reached their zenith and will de­

cline in the next century. Ci\·il so­

ciety with its multi-organisational, 

transborder coalitional network 

form of communication is begin­

ning an ascent because of the infor­

mation revolution, and chat raises 

new issues and possibilities for the 

evolution of society." 

ol/owevu/, q.~ 
FORMER DIRECTOR, PEACENET 

(USA), TEACHES GLOBAL 

COMMUNICATIONS IN THE UNITED 

STATES, LATIN AMERICA AND EUROPE. 

Where we are todaV . d the status of im-
v acca1ne f . II we have no\ 1 he area o 

"\ntcrnat1ona Y, · cions field. n c 
ppROPRIATlON THAT 

ECHNOLOGICAL A . of small 
"THE EXAMPLES OF T . m from the handling 

. h. ympos1u , common 
we have seen m t ,s s e of satellites, all share c_wo f chat 

co che us Th's ,s proo 
video cameras . and ambition. ' h \at-

. invencweness • cion when t e 
cra1ts: great . technological appropna these dif-r m1ts to H ·ngseen 
there arc no I . f social change. av1 , fear of 

. . d to a proicct o te without an'i 
tfcr ,s :':ses of technology, one can s:at;cr how sophisticated 
ercn h log1es, no • d) are new rec no d. ome co mm , 
error, chat no cics and mu\ci-me ,a c o demys-

(che advent of fibre op . dividuals and groups t 
acicy of these m 

beyond the cap " 
• ce chem. 

cify and reappropna 

. the commun1ca . f hat some 
portant players m the representatwcs o w \ t we 

. • we are d b said t 1a ommunicat1ons, . • ty It coul c . 
c or civil socie • • which 1s 

II the chi rd seccor . • onal civil society 
ca . . of the ,ncernat1 . dcmocra-

che new cmzcns fi ld of action ,s the 
are . d that our ,e 
coming into being a~ . " 
. . f commumcat1on. 

usanon o A~ /Jki,i,H, CANADA 

V 
· 0 T1ERs-MoNDE, 

PRESIDENT, IDE 
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ss1 le benet1·ts 
On public 

access 
"A FFW ' · EXPERJENCFS D 
technological determ,. 0 PRO\'IDE SOME RA\ s OF H th ct· m1sm. It is .,._ OPE, AND Q • e isadvantag d. . poss111le to use n • llhLL FEARS 01' e and as a m . . e\\ technolo • 
pro·.cdec "'noo, ,nd <he . c,n, ot "d"'; ng ;nequh;cs, Th. goes fonhe bcaefi<of 
than by the market I creation of system confi1gu • is, however, requires a 

· n an er· f · . rations d • • 
prn,;ded by ecw .'" pn,·,om;on, ,oeh • • necn by nud '""" 

commumcat· a posmve us f 
gmupsand NG Os I . ,"n <ech nol<>gics w;tt b f, • e o <he poss;b;t;,;c, 

Pa) an active role• . e eas1ble onlv if • m ensuring this.,, , concerned 

DIRECTOR C V. 

-

------------•-O~N=S=O=RT~IU:M:FO:R~E:::::/\.:•l/laH,::~::a/UUb,~ • 
DUCATION COMMUNICATION I , NOIA 

Making technologV work for us all 
"IT sn0ULO os "'" ,;NDEA'OL'R OF AU, OF' s co""'·""'°""" soc<AL CHANGE ASD A 
be«'' fu,U,C ro, hmn,nk;nd ,o ens<"' ,h>< P""' ;, '"°" "enly (;f no< equ,IIY) sh><Cd, Sioee 
,eeess m powc< is ,h,oogh ;,fom,><ioo ,od knowledge, ,od ,he c,p,d<Y ,od skills m n"oipo· 
t><e ,nd eonuol ,h,s ;, ;, oeeesssr/ m effec< chsoge io ,his dom,in. The oew ,echnotogies do 

hold promise in this regard." "One of ,he dis<;ogo ;,hing fes<o,es of ,he eme<g;ng reehoologies ;, ,he focus on "ne<wmk • 

ing" ,nd "d,s«ibu<ed in«lligenee" demand;ng eoop"";on ,nd dernons<rn<ing <ha< pooling 

"The powc< of ,he ,ud;o,;,u,1 t,ngu,ge ,nd eon<iei,li"I of ,he \e,,n;ng ,oo\ w,s e,sily ,cc· resources and strengths maximises benefit." 

ognised by ,he ,u,.\ worn co, bo<h \c,,ne<S ,nd ,he neo·\;,crnre ins,ruc<O"• !loweec<, ,he ,udi· 
o«su,1 rncdi• s,i\l ,crn,ins ou< of ,,,ch of ,he poo, ,nd ,hese expe<irnen<S only in die><' possi· 

bili<icS. Wi<h che in«e.sing uend '°'"'ds glob•lissdon, s,,re subsidieS ro, educ,don ,nd we\· 
fa,c '" unlikely ,o ioc<c>SC unless, cooseious effon is ,n,de m ins•esC hc><ilY ;n hurn•n ,c· 

source development and continuing education. "h is necess>r/ m eoneep<u,t;,c p,og"'"'"" of eon,;nuing edue><ioo ,nd suppo« ,h,ough 

,n ongoing flow of ,cte,,n< ,od ,ncsniogfu\ info,m><ion. 1n o,dc< m do so, ,he f"s< "''ism 
base ,11 u,ining ,nd educ,<ioo>I ,n,<c,i,t, oo ,he cx;s<ing knowlcdge·b"' of ,he \e,me<S- A 
cu«;eulurn design ,hs< e,olees ,h,ough, p,«icip,mr/ p,occss should be dceeloped wi<h \ess 

,c\i>nCC on ,he expc«isc of ,he inre«en,;onis<fedue,<O< ,od <""" depcodcnce oo ,he \><en< 

enc<g;es, in<u;,;on ,nd ,,.di<ion,1 knowledge ,nd expe<;cncc of ,he p,nieip•n,s." ,4~q~ 
SENIOR FELLOW, NATIONAL INSTITUTE oF AoULT EoucATION, \NOIA 
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television 

11 
... THERE ARE IMPORTA'.':T LESSONS TO 

be gained from studying public access in 

the C nite<l Scates: 
• for a relative\)' \ow cost, a communit'i 

television system can be developed in 

neighbourhoods and towns. 
• Communities benefit greatly from 

open and unrestricted access co tele­
communications equipment and chan-

nels for exchange. 
• The viewing public responds actiYelY 

to programmes chat meet their needs 

for local information and local enter-

tainment. 
• Creative media people and visual an 

performance artists find access t 
equipment and channels useful and it 

sptrtng. 
• Local access programming on local • 

sues becomes excremelY useful duri 

crises. 
• The e"pression of even repugn 

points of view is important for initia 
public dialogue on sensitive issues. 

However, perhaps the most signifi 

development of the public access 
ment has been the informed practi 

thousands of individuals who have 
an active role not only in the produc 
their own television, but also in the i 

mentation, the nurturing and the cl 
ing of local telecommunications 

cures. The process of organising p 
cess in the t:nitc<l States has crea 

verse and significant group of me 
ists who are now knowledgeable 

\ant on issues of technology and c 

cation policy. 



Our challenge 

-· TO H\T IF WH WAi'.I "\VE KM>W T , f re see-
le in the ucu · • b"igger ro . 

play a • .· ·e m our 
• • h· t will be dec1s1\ . 

nanos t a . . . we must 
n1cacions, Id f com mu 'Id 

wor 
O 

\·e must but verv front, \ 
work one • . ·double our 

• • nd we muse re . 
alliances a . . \\'e owe it to 

nd acuons. . 
efforts a re audacious • be evermo 
ourselves to . . Our chal-

inventi\ e. 
and evermore municacion 

• marrv com lenge ts to ,. , 

with democracy. 

,(JI.au,,,(/~ 

r-------------------7 
1 Decentralising / 
I • t· 
1 cornrnun,ca ion 1 

/ technologies / 
In conclusion 

"How .\JfGHT \\E .\fAf,'\'T,\J;\" ,\ SE;\'SE OF PERSPECTIVE 

as we evaluate and choose the technological strategics 

which best fit our struggles for democratisation-without 
being either overly seduced by new technologies or ex­
cessively fatalistic? The key is to see things in conrcxr. 

I I 
I "To co, NT,;, n,,se TREMs THAT THRnAT>:N To >:Ncut.F us I 
I with commewi,Jimioo aod <ootml, <he,, has '<isco, Woddwide I 
I me""'"'°'k of highly doc,mrali,ed <cchoologics-ompu,o,,, I 
I fa, machiocs, am"'"' rad,o, I "CR,, ,·id,o cam,,., >od <he like. I 

/ Th,,-'" "decem,.Jis,d" io ,h, """ <ha, <hey democmis, iofo,. I 
I ma<ioo flon; b,c,k dowo hi,raoch,c, of powe,, aod m,k, eommu- I 
I "ic,cioo from <op <o bo«om jus, as easy as from ho<i,oo <o hori,oo. I 

F o, <he fim <im, io his,o,y, <he foocc, of peaeeaod eo,i,oomeo,., 
II P«sen•atioo h.,-, acqui«d <he eommuoica,ioo tools ,fndhinte_ll

1

!- / 
gence gathering technologies previously the province o t e mi 1-

I <a~;che go,·e,omeo,aod '""'"atiooal co,pora,ioos." I 

I "The d<>elopo,em of deceotrali,iog <ommuoicatioo, <oehool- I 
I ogic, has ,,.,1,- «ao,fo,m,d <he eapaci,y of global ei,iJ ,o,i,,y <o I 

I build <Oali<ioo, aod "'"'Wks. Ci,,iJ soeie,y o«d, oew modi, <o I 
I pwdu<c aod dis«ibu« '"''"" aod iofo,ma,ioo. I, also o«ds p,o. I 
I «e,i

00 

, g, i" s, , h, eo,p0mioos <ha, coo, ml l a,g, pa"' of "atioo al I 
I aod plao,,.,,- "'"•mies, aod euku,al Pmdue,ioo." I 

I oll~~~ I 

-------------------~ 

There muse be a permanent dialectic between ends, 
technical means and the context in which democratic al­

ternatives evolve. Thus, technologies may be adopted 

and adapted as a function of the alternative communica­
tion vision-and not the other way around. To do that, 

we must take a look at the political dimension at the 
heart of the alternati\·e communication project. \\"hat is 
the vision of democracy that we wane to see take shape 

in, and through, the media? The dcmocrarisarion of the 

media musr be \·iewed as a political learning process for 

citizens, a pan of their struggle to gain or insure respect 

for their fundamental rights in general-including the 

right to commuicare. Strategics for the appropriation of 

technologies should help in the promotion and the reali­

sation of the right to communicate, a right which is a nec­

essary utopia in the process of reconstructing civil socie-

Afickig~ 
PROFESSOR, UN1VERs1rv OF OuEBEc, CANADA 
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HE WORKSHOPS WERE NUMEROUS 

I 

and varied. Working with the subjects, themes 

and analysis brought out in the larger sessions, 

these workshops allowed the participants to regroup, think 

and discuss in a smaller and more familiar setting. Partici-

plying interactive technologies in the 

classroom, thereby making schools in ru­

ral areas more accessible. 

But most of the presentations were 

about the practitioner's work with video 

and every imaginable use of video: video 

in the hands of first time users, video on 

the picket lines, video in rural areas, in 

schools, in factories, video going multi­

media and even ... a Video Farm. The net-

he workshops: 
numerous and varied 

working was intense. 

Equipment, techniques 

and methodologies were 

compared. Some ses­

sions gave way to lively 

discussions which con­

tinued in the corridors 

pants told us about their organisations, 

their work and their projects. They 

talked about their day to day prob-

!ems, their funding crises, their politi-

cal contexts, and even equipment 

maintenance. And, they talked about 

their successes and failures. All the 

things that allowed us to gain a better 

understanding and appreciation of 
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their efforts as a whole. 

Themes included, "Grassroots Vid­

eo for Development and Change", "New 

Communication Technologies and Access 

to Education and Information", "Local 

Television Alternatives", "New Technol­

ogies in the Southern Context", "Asian 

Experiences in Audiovisual Communica­

tion: Labour Issues and Organising" and 

the environment. 

Among the over thirty presenta­

tions, some introduced new ideas, 

projects or information about alternative 

uses of advanced communication technol­

ogies in the Asian region and elsewhere. 

The Asia Mass Communication 

Research and Information Centre in Sin­

gapore presented an impor­

tant research study contrib­

uting new information on 

adapting and implementing 

advanced communciation 

technologies in an Asian 

context. 

Jai Chandiram, Di­

rector of the Central Insti­

tute of Educational Tech­

nology m India, talked 

about moving forward with 

confidence into the infor­

mation age by using and ap-

and cafeterias. 

After years of fighting tO obtain 

space for environmental messages on In­

dia's only national television network, 

Doordarshan, Neelima Mathur, Execu-

tive Producer of Spotfilms Television 

News and Features Agency, protested: 

"As yet there are no signs that 

Doordarshan will make any major strides 

in this field in terms of committment tO 

long term strategies for scheduling envi­

ronmental messages. Essentially, it will 

continue to spasmodically broadcast envi­

ronment-related programmes ... and cover 

their tracks for question hour in Parlia­

ment." 

"The path tO achieving sustainable 

development is a long and stumbling one. 

The country needs a media campaign that 

can build awareness, indicate sustainable 

options and imbue the feeling of citizens' 

rights." 

MANY TALKED ABOUT VIDEO'S 
ABILITY TO EMPOWER. 

"Although Video Farm has been 

training women in the use of video for the 

last ten years, it is only now that a small 

core of women have begun tO actively 

take up the use of video in organising." 

"Video skill-learning became a 

means of empowering women since much 
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confidence came with the knowledge that 

they could use technical equipment with­

out fear. Some women found how useful it 

was to be able to tell their own stories 

rather that be dependent on others. Many 

expressed a need to change the conven­

tional media representations of women 

and saw that this could only be done if 

they did it themselves." 

"Overiding all of this is the strong 

belief of the women we have trained that 

video is a powerful tool in organising work 

and that just learning to handle the equip­

ment empowers women." Ambiga Devy, 

Video Farm, Malaysia 

AND DEMOCRACY AND 
DEVELOPMENT WAS ALWAYS 
THE COMMON THREAD 

"In general, participatory video has 

created more awareness among people in 

the area where video is being used. The 

forms of oppression may now be docu­

mented and the oppressors are afraid of 

being caught on video. In this way, partic­

ipatory video is creating a more egalitarian 

environment in the rural communities." 

Tareque Shahriar, Proshika, Bangladesh 

There are never too many opportu­

nities for these groups to meet, so busy are 

they with the battle to get a production 

done, or another training session over, or 

just surviving. The day-to-day struggle to­

wards democratising communications is 

difficult indeed. Hopefully, these work­

shops will have given a vital boost to indi­

viduals and groups whose hard work often 

goes unknown or unappreciated-espe-

cially since even the smallest successes 

are usually much more important than 

even their own authors realise. T 

SPECIAL THANKS 

The symposium and publications were made possible thanks to the 
support of: 

• The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), 
INGO Division 

• The Evangelisches Missionswerk 

• The International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 

• The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 

• The Rockefeller Foundation 
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New Technologies and the Democratisation 
of Audiovisual Communication ❖ New Delhi, February 12, 1994 
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that the communication and information 
sector has become central in establishing the 
direction of social and political change at a 
global level; 

that information and communications are 
dominated by corporate and military inter­
ests; 

that the control of information represents 
a serious threat to democracy, cultural diver­
sity, and the evolution of civil society; 

u and that an increasing number of people 
have come to recognise the considerable po­
tential social and political benefits of the new 

technologies and are opposing the corporate and state 
: control of information and communications, 

we, the participants of the International Sympo-
• sium on New Technologies and the Democratisation of 
• Audiovisual Communication, convened by Videazimut 
• and CENDIT in New Delhi on February 12, 1994, being 
• media producers, users and distributors, communica-
• tion researchers and teachers and representatives of 
. many community-based and national organisations 
: who have come from Australia, Bangladesh, Brazil, 
• Burkina Faso, Canada, Denmark, France, Hong Kong, 

India, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Malaysia, Mauritius. 
Mozambique, Palestine, the Philippines, Peru, Russia, 

• Singapore, Taiwan, the United Kingdom and the United 
• States, 

recognise and lend our support to the principles 
• expressed by, among others, the UN Declaration on the 

Right to Development; the UN Covenant on Civil and 
• Political Rights; the UN Declaration on Human Rights; 

the declarations of the MacBride Round Table; and the 
Quito Declaration. 

We clearly observe that economic development in 
. Asia and around the world is leading to less equal dis­
: tribution of resources and wealth, and continues to ex­
: acerbate the rapid advance of ecological devastation. 

We are witness to increasing monopolisation and 
commercialisation of information and the expansion of 

• a global economy which has led to a subversion of 
• democratic processes and reduced popular participa-
• tion. The inability of a large part of humankind, par­
. ticularly women and indigenous cultures, to exercise 
. control has meant their subordination to global corpo­
: rate and other vested interests. 

In this context it is further apparent that as new 
• technologies are introduced, human dignity is dimin-
• ished. 

We believe in the pressing need for global democ­

racy, rather than a global supermarket, and affirm our 
unity in support of the following: 

l. All peoples and individuals shall have the right to 
communicate freely, to utilise the tools of commu- • 
nication and to inform themselves and others. 

2. Airwaves and satellite paths are a global people's • 
resource to be administered equitably, with a sig- . 
nificant portion devoted to serving the public inter- : 
est and for community use. 

3. We oppose the militarisation of space and the ex- • 
ploitation of space for corporate interests. Any ex- • 
ploitation of airwaves, transmission channels and • 
earth orbits should be subject to a public levy to be • 
used to support local community expression, to fa- . 
cilitate non-commercial information exchange, and . 
to contribute to equitable distribution of informa­
tion technologies. 

4. Communication and information technologies must 
be used to facilitate participatory democracy and • 
the development of civil society, and not to limit • 
democratic rights. 

5. Information systems exhibit great potential for real • 
popular participation and should be organised ac­
cording to the principles of decentralisation in or- • 
der to nurture and sustain cultural diversity and hu­
manitarian values. 

Individuals are not born consumers; information is . 
not a commodity, but rather a utility to be shared. The 
Symposium brought many people who have been crea- • 
tively using new technologies from the simple video 
camera to computer networks and satellite transmis- • 
sions to enhance democratic participation. Such ex- • 
amples show that it is possible and necessary to appro­
priate and liberate technology to defend ecological • 
struggles, to empower the disenfranchised, to express • 
cultural diversity, and to strengthen popular participa- • 
tion in genuinely democratic processes. 

In this struggle, we align ourselves with the growing 
movement of local and international organisations who • 
have spoken out in favour of democratic communica­
tion and lend our support to the principles expressed • 
by them. They include, among others, Videazimut, 
CENDIT, Asian Media Alternatives (AMA), the Asian • 
Mass Communication Research and Information Cen- • 
tre (AMIC), the World Association of Community Radio 
Broadcasters (AMARC), the MacBride Round Table, the 
Union for Democratic Communications, the Alliance • 
for Community Media, the Telecommunication Policy 
Round Table and Computer Professionals for Social • 
Responsibility. ❖ 
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VIDEAZIMUT, 3680, rue Jeanne-Mance, bureau 430, Montreal. Quebec, Canada H2X 2Ks 
Telephone: (514) 982-6660, Fax: (514) 982-6122, E-Mail: ~ideaz@web.apc.org 
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Asia 1 

ASIAN 
MEDIA 
ALTERNATIVES 
AMA (Asian Media Alterna­
tives) is a group of video­
makers committed to the 
promotion of alternative video 
in Asia. It is a forum to 
exchange ideas, experi­
ences, materials and plan 
joint strategies on issues of 
common concern. AMA 
proposes to cooperate in the 
production and distribution of 
video programmes which 
portray the socio-political, 
developmental and environ­
mental issues common to 
Asian countries, and which 
are frequently overlooked by 
the mainstream media. 
Initially its activities will focus 
on developing a data base of 
alternative Asian video tapes 
from the various regions for 
circulation among member 
countries. 

Membership in AMA is 
open to Asian independent 
video-makers and NGOs 
working in the field of com-

munication. Non-Asian active 
alternative groups or individuals 
or networks sharing AMA's 
concerns may become associ­
ate members. 

AMA is structured around 
country coordinators from the 
initial founding members and a 
coordinating body of three 
members representing East 
Asia, South-east Asia and South 
Asia. The coordinating Secre­
tariat is based in Malaysia. 

FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 
AMBIGA DEVY 
VIDEO FARM 
33 Pekeliling Sempadan, 
Air ltam 11400 
Penang, Malaysia 
Tel: 04 688619 
Fax: 04 623164 

INFORMATION ON VIDEOS 
ABOUT WORLD BANK 
FUNDED PROJECTS 

THIS YEAR MARKS THE 50TH ANNl­
versary of the World Bank. 

According to a recent report by Inter 
Press Service, right now 2 million 
people are being forced off their lands 
by 134 Bank projects currently under 
way. Another two million will have to 
move due to projects to be approved by 
1996. Non-governmental organisations 
around the world are opposed to World 
Bank policies detrimental to the environ­
ment and people-based development. 

This year, national coalitions of citizens' 
groups in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, 
Europe, and North and South America 
are organising public events aiming to 
limit the power of the World Bank. 

Videazimut has been requested to gath­
er information about videos document­
ing the effects of World Bank activities 
in the various regions of the world so 
that they may be shown at some of 
these public events. 

If you have information on videos 
about World Bank projects, please for­
ward it to: 

0ee0ee Halleck (U.S.A.) 
Fax: (914) 679-7535 
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UBLICATIONS ... 

CULTURAL EXPRESSION IN 
THE GLOBAL VILLAGE 
Editors: David Nostbakken and Charles Morrow, 
188 pages 
An anthology based on the papers presented at a sym­
posium on communications and development which 
preceded the 1992 Conference of the International 
Institute of Communications in Montreal, Canada. Looks 
at the role of communication in the development of 
Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
■ IDRC Books - International Development 

Research Centre, P.O.Box 8500, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1J 3H9 Canada 
Fax: (613) 563-0815 

■ For Africa, Asia, Europe & Latin America: 
Southbound, 9 College Square 
10250 Penang, Malaysia 

AFRICAN FILMS AND VIDEOS CATALOGUE 
SubJects include, AIDS, women·s issues, health and a 
selection of TVE productions. A list of Asian Films and 
Videos is also available 
■ DSR, Inc, 9111 Guilford Road, Suite 100 

Columbia, MD 21046 USA 
Fax: (301) 490-4146 

■ Media for Development Trust 
135 Union Avenue, P.O. Box 6755 
Harare, Zimbabwe 
Fax: (263-4) 729066 

PUNTADAS PARA UN SUENO: EL MOVIMIENTO 
DE VIDEO EN COLOMBIA Y AMERICA LATINA 
Editor: Ricardo G6mez, 132 pages 
This book, written with the intent of supporting the 
video movement in Colombia and Latin America, con­
tains a detailed contact list of organisations and people 
working in the movement in Colombia as well as the 
declarations of the four continental meetings of the Latin 
American movement that have taken place since 1988. 
■ Videocombo, Cra. 5 no. 33A-08 

Bogota, Colombia 
Tel: (57-1) 285-8977; Fax: (57-1) 287-9089 

SURVEY OF THE MAJOR MARKETS 
IN THE EUROPEAN UNION FOR FILM 
AND TV PRODUCTIONS 
This guide was designed primarily for use by film­
makers in the developing world and gives an overview 
of distribution, television, NGO and film festival contacts 
in each European Union country. Cost: 25SUS in North­
ern Countries. Free distribution in Africa. Latin America 
and parts of Asia, 
■ Small World 

1A, Waterlow Road 
London N19 5NJ UK 
Tel: (44 71) 272-5255 
Fax: (44 71) 272-9243 
E-mail: smallworld@gn.apc.org 

CHANNELS OF RESISTANCE: GLOBAL 
TELEVISION AND LOCAL EMPOWERMENT 
Edited by Tony Dowmunt, 194 pages 
A series of essays by journalists, independent producers 
and researchers describing how local initiatives from 
around the world are creating new opportunities for 
national, regional and ethnic identitites to find expres­
sion through the medium of television. 
■ British Film Institute, 21 Stephen Street 

London W1P 1PL UK 
Tel: (44-71) 2551444; Fax: (44-71) 436 7950 

■ Indian University Press, 601 N Morton Street 
Bloomington, IN 47404-3797 USA 

GLOBAL COMMUNICATION AND 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Written by Howard H. Frederick 
This book looks at how the new media technologies face 
the challenge of promoting peace, building confidence 
among nations and peoples, and strengthening under­
standing 
■ Wadsworth, 10 Davis Drive, 

Belmont, California 94002 USA 
■ Nelson Canada, 1120 Birchmount Road 

Scarborough, Ontario 
M1 K 5G4 Canada 

NNOUNCEMENTS ... 

AMICNET 
A new on-line database providing extensive mass com­
munication information on'the Asia-Pacific region. 
■ Asian Mass Communication Research and 

Information Centre 
39 New1on Road, Singapore 1130 
Republic of Singapore 
Tel: (65) 251-5106; Fax: (65) 253-4535 

PAVI 
Looking for information on indigenous audiovisual 
productions in Latin America, produced by or for indige­
nous groups, to create a databank 
■ Catherine Benamou 

National Museum of the American Indian 
Smithsonian Institution 
3753 Broadway at 155th Street, 
New York, N.Y. 10032 USA 
Tel: (212) 283-2420; Fax: (212) 491-9302 

" --
NTERNATIONAL 
ATHERINGS ... 

AMARC 6: SIXTH WORLD CONFERENCE 
OF COMMUNITY RADIO BROADCASTERS 
January 23-30, 1995- Dakar, Senegal 
AMARC is a forum for exchanging information and 
experiences about the practices that are being devel-
oped around the world to use radio as a tool for social 
organisation, as a forum for democratic debates, and as 
an important means of expression for social sectors that 
are too often excluded from the media. AMARC 6 will be 
a meeting place to reflect on these practices and on the 
efforts to free the airwaves. i.e. to democratise commu-• 
nication as a step towards democratising our societies. 
■ AMARC 

3575, boul. St. Laurent, Suite 704, 
Montrhl, Quebec, Canada H2X 2T7 
Tel: (514) 982-0351 
Fax: (514) 849-7129 
E-mail: amarc@web.apc.org 

COMMUNICATION IN THE NEW MILLENIUM: 
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY FOR 
HUMANITY 
International Association for Mass Communication 
Research (IAMCR)/Association internationale des 
eludes et recherches sur l'information (AIERI) 
Scientific Conference and 19th General Assembly 
July 3-8, 1994 - Seoul. Korea 
■ Chie-Woon Kim, Room #228, 

Professors' Hall #1 
Sung Kyun Kwan University 
53 3-ka Myungryun-dong 
Chongro-ku, Seoul 110, Korea 
Tel: (82-2) 760-0391 
Fax: (82-2) 766-9966 
E-mail: wykim@yurim.skku.ac.kr 

A planning meeting will be convened in Bogota on June 
7th to 11th to prepare the next gathering of the LATIN 
AMERICAN VIDEO MOVEMENT in Havana Date to be 
announced. 
■ Luis Fernando Baron and Ricardo G6mez 

Videocombo, Cra. 5 no. 33A-08 
Bogota, Colombia 
Tel: (571) 285-8977; Fax: (571) 287-9089 
E-mail: Cinep@Colnodo.igc.apc.org 

Cinep@ax.apc.org 


	AR-015-0004-0001
	AR-015-0004-0002
	AR-015-0004-0003
	AR-015-0004-0004
	AR-015-0004-0005
	AR-015-0004-0006
	AR-015-0004-0007
	AR-015-0004-0008
	AR-015-0004-0009
	AR-015-0004-00010
	AR-015-0004-00011
	AR-015-0004-00012

