To

The Editor

Deccan Chronicle B § 6 Brinadgavan Apt

36 S D Road Chikoti Gardens

Secunderabad 500 003 Hyderabad 500 016
(Phone 84 4648)

8 April 1894
S,

In Begumpet there is a five acre marshland bordered on the east by
Prakasnamnagar, on the north by S P Road, on the west by Chikoti
Gardens and on the south by Hussain Sagar. For the last two years we
have lived in a fourth floor flat overlooking this marsh and have
observed in the wild not only the common mongoose and the rat snake
but as many as 108 different types of resident and migratory birds
there. With the help of many texts including Dr.Salim Ali’s 10-volume
"Handbook® and with a couple of telescopes, we took pains to identify
the different species as accurately as possible. We have enjoyed
looking at them in their simple natural surroundings and we do not
expect to see anything remotely similar in the middle of even a much
smal ler city elsewhere.

The marsh is now being totally devastated by upcoming residential
buildings and the "necklace road"™. We are sure that this beautiful
place is about to vanish. For the sake of future knowledge and record
we reguest you to publish in a relevant supplement our attached list
of the birds which have been around. All but a couple have been
definitely identified by us and we assure you that other types seen
within Hyderabad but outside this marsh have been excluded from our
list.
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4 NEAR CHIROTI GARDENS
ANDARD CERIAL NUMBERT

.JHH_ HEFD

{TLE CORMORANT 748 ELUFHELFB HEE-‘-&TER
EASTERN PURFLE HERON ,Su MALL GREEN BEE-EATER
INDIAN POND HERODN OR PADDYBIRD 736 INDIAN ROLLER
CATTLE EBRET 7 nﬁirffi
EASTERN IHFJJE EGRET 7&7 GREY HORMBILL
SHA EGR : AR;HSLMFZQETEE BARBET OR COPFERSHITH
E Ei 420 LESSER GOLDEN HLIF'EFME
32 N‘IuhT HERDN 72 | WIRET:
346 CHESTNUT BITTERN INDIAN
7 BITTERN 58 hEiLBE‘ ]
H LESSER WHISTLING TE/ : LA E
'-quBILL { K 94 Qﬁ%"‘-{ 1“4&1952 Eii_ﬁi}

3 mm;m GREY DRON

o o
i o) d G o 11

FOO-SHRIKE
33 Wuh—xﬂ WHITEEREASTED WATERHEN
547 INDIAN WOORHEN 3 SOUTHERN REDWHISKERED
349 INDIAN PURPLE WODRHEHN "’VE’WEL' ‘:Q‘.!Lt’i iL
ol COO7 1222 RUFDLSEELLTED BABBLER
o8 PHEASANT-TRILED JACANA 54 COMHON BABELER
"07 BRONZEWINGED JACANA 47 WHITEHEADED BABBLER
b4 REDWATTLED LAPKING 11 CEWTRAL INDIA FLAIN WREN-WARBLER
9 YELLOW-WATTLED LAPWING 7 GOUTHERN ASHY WREWN-WARBLER
380 LITTLE RINGED FLOVER 35 INDIAN TAILOR BIRD
397 GREEN SANDPIPER 51 THDIAN MAGFIE-ROBIN
78 WODD OR SPOTTED SANDRIFER 572 EASTERN BLACK REDSTART
31 COMMON SANDRIFER (i MORTHERN FIED BUSH CHAT
W37 FANTAIL OR COWMON SMIPE 712 PIED CHAT
5 LITTLE STINT 20 fi@:ﬁ:ﬂﬁﬂ’ﬁfﬁ INDIAM ROBIM
179 PAINTED SWIFE INDIAN TREE FIRIT
S INDIAK BUACKWINGED STILT 175 GREYHEADED YELLOW WAGTAIL
17 INDIAN BLUE ROCK Fiﬁtﬁﬁ 34 GREY WAGTAIL
557 IWDIAW SPOTTED DOVE 55 INDIAN PIED WAGTAIL
( ROSERINGED PARAKEET 1871 LARBE FIED WABTAIL
558 SOUTHERM BLOSSOMHEADED PARAKEET 1695 TICKELL'E FLOWERPECKER
CEYLOW PIED CRESTED CUCKDD 47 IHBIHN PURFLERUMPED SUNBIRD
7% COMMON HAWe-CUCKDO OR BRAINFEVER BIRD 17 INDIAN FURPLE SUMBIRD
84 INLHHF& FLATNTIVE CUCKOOD 734 AMDHRA WHITE-EYE
i fﬂiﬁ?@ KOEL o0 INDIAN HOUSE SPARROM
OUTHERN CROW-FHEASANT OR COUCAL 757 IWDIAN BAYA OR WEAVER BIRD
L'ﬁrih_" Tl » 1951 BLACKTHROATED BAYA OR WEAVER BIRD
52 SOUTHERW SFOTTED OWLET } SOLTHERW WHITEBACKED MUNIA
(7 HOUSE SWIFT 774 THDIAN SPOTTED MUNIA
719 LESSER PIED KINGFISHER SOUTHERM BLACKHEADED MUNIA




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad - 500 034. India.
Phone: Off: 040-591991 Res: 040-315683

4th November 1994
Mr S N Roy

1 B Coromandel Park
Visakhapatham - 530 011

Dear Mr Roy,

Your letter of 17.10.94 was a pleasant surprise indeed! After having read about your birding
activities around the Chikoti Gardens area in the Deccan Chronicle, | had wanted to meet you,

but was told by Manjushree Kollegal that you had left Hyderabad.

Any way, thank you for writing!

There were a few things about the Chikoti Gardens list which [ want to point out to you. | will list

them below, in the order that they appear in your list.

BITTERN: This is quite a rare bird hereabouts, and the only record | know of is from
Coringa Creek, on the coast of AP.

MALLARD: As you mention in your letter, this waterfowl is exceptionally rare and the
birds you saw may well have been hybrids. But, recently, December 1993, a few wild
birds were seen in the ICRISAT campus at Patancheru!

GRASS OWL: Not recorded from Hyderabad and surrounds.

EASTERN BLACKNAPED ORIOLE: Recorded only from the Eastern Ghats in AP.
BRONZED DRONGQ: Rare, but seen occassionally.

| think that if you have notes on the birds which you saw at Chikoti Gardens, you should consider
preparing a small paper for our journal, MAYURA (see below). The records | have referred to
above, are very interesting and notes on their sightings would be of great interest. Please give it

a serious thought.

To make your present birding more informative and meaningful, the following points may be of

interest.




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad - 500 034. India.
Phone: Off: 040-591991 Res: 040-315683
Bird lists of areas visited should be maintained with accurate notes of interesting
observations. eg., feeding behaviour, habitat, nesting record, etc. All notes/drawings
should be made on the spot, in the field, to maintain the integrity of your observations.

Strange things happen when notes are ‘written' on returning home!

Identification of birds should be accurate and field notes and/or diagrams of unidentified

birds should be made for follow-up.

Good reference books are essential and | suggest that you familiarise yourselves with

families of Indian birds and also as many species as you can. Visits to bookshops can
then be made and all those books chosen, which in your opinion will help you identify

birds in the field. Birding these days is all field ornithology and so correct identification
in the field is of primary importance. For general reference, Salim Ali and S D Ripley's
Handbook (Compact edition) is the best available. For field identification | suggest their
Pictorial Guide and A Field Guide to the Birds of South-East Asia by Ben King. As your

interest grows and need increases, you will purchase what catches your fancy.

| am enclosing some literature printed by the Birdwatcher's Society of Andhra Pradesh and also
a membership form (no, two forms!) and invite you to become members of the Society. Your

contributions will enrich the publications.

In due course | will mail to you forms for an annual census of waterfowl organised by the Asian
Wetland Bureau, called the Asian Waterfowl Census, with notes, etc., and would request you to
participate in the count this year. It is great fun and immensely satisfying for this census is a
litmus of the condition of our waterbodies. Conservation agencies depend on such data for their

corrective actions.

Hoping to hear from you soon, with best wishes to Mrs Roy,

Yours sincerely,

cl: as above.




