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The Madras Snake Pare collected mucrer in Tantl "Nadu for
the second season this year, During April and May seven neetingsites were visited, and four wild neste were transported to the
hatchine area in the Snake Park, The areas visited «ere: B)Vaterworka, Chidambaram; 2) Elathur, Coleroon Rivers 3) Kilikuddi
Tarn, Grand Anicut; 4) Amaravathi Dam, Chinnar and Munnar Rivers;5) Jhavani and doyar Rivers; 6)Hogenakal Falle,

Cauvery Riverg and 7) Sathanur Dan,

Zorty acre with two large tanks, feed canal and
stations A 30* bund dividee the tankas, Sparse vegetations

Are

A one metre square chicken wire mesh was pegzed dorn on the nestto keep out predators. During the operation a 2*/2 metre adult
crocod le, possibly the female, kept close by on the tater surface,
eet 2 located on the south side of the canal. The egza had

mongoosea, jackals, non tora, civeta. 1

ubsequently, the Superintending Fneineer for the
the etaff saw a nesting dig « neat ho e on the centre bund

( capt ve conditions Ahmedabad Zo0, '75), but in rild crocodiles

Bells

2) Cauvery)= 20.7475

peat
vere once plentiful. There are several bathing ghate on the south

of the rivers
Noe of nucrert Approxima

Nests found No neste found.

3) Ponds Grand Andouts= 204475
+

rreserve in *72.

Noe of mugger 16.5

Nests founds Neat 3 was located on the north bank of the pond,
metre above and 2 metres from the rater line, 20 ema under, thefine clay soil was moist enough to compress into a ball, The nest

been laid around
had 16 out of which 6 tere cracked and 2 rotten, They had

were attacked by ante. Four others also turned rotten and on
* esenese
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adry skin, died a month later.
4) Dag (Thennar, Kuthirayan and Chinnar Streans)s~ 2264.75

Of guggert Largest population noted in Tamil Nadu.
Oné night count 22 animals vere observed, and 14 adults inthe dsy tines.

Heete founds) On a valk around the entire cireunference of thereservoir a total of 11 enpty nests were seen (neste 414), The
eo79 had been fairly recently renoved by humans. Tooal
Bald that cor herders, stick and dead fish collectors etc, do nuthesitate to take the egee from a fresh mugger nest, Theee areeither sold to the local hotel or eaten at home. All these
had been Lald during the tro .ceko of April, An estinated
350 hatohlings rere thus lost to human predation in Auaravatht

of mugger in any one habitat in the State, this revervoir alsohes one of the largest [teh catches im Indians gouetines one man
may cateh as much as 350 kgs a day, the main fish being

industry. In fact, resent studies in many parts of the vov d

Targe present depth 63 foet,

20-675 only six hatched. One hatchling, which wae very veak with

ing

poner

Noe of auggert About 10. seen by us.
Nests founds No nests located, Much human sctivity on all shores;

o)

Areg? Moyar Fiver joins Bhavanisagar Dan, Broad stremm, thick
jungles

HQ» Of muggers Not kmowng very ecanty population,
Nests found: No nests found, but locel Irulas retorted recular
nesting sates by a fer erocodiless
b) Kedarhalit Streag

of the Moyer hich dom from the

large poole at bende and below falls, There is no road.

ong the stream. In the 4 km stretch vhere ve camped, *e saw 4adults.
Nesto founds Mest 15 kas found on the couth cice of a snail rond,
$5 feet a ay from water and 6 feet above tater level, sand «as
danp '/2 wetre belo: the curfcce, There "ag no sunce nearly, aud
the nest received direct sunlight from 9 to 4, The exces had h -tehed

aeseeened
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parent
hatched and freshly
stomachs (unabsorbed and three had curled lee (over~heating of nest site). had raw umbilical ecars,
Hest 16 vas located near a pool 1 im upstream from here, 40 metres
vas thick mud at the bettomund a large of Tish : ore dingfrom clogged fille due te recent rains etirring up the mud,Troadult live in this pool.

tong sand

25 fron the pools' ecse "e sav a elight no.nt dn tho buvhes,from the passage of a mugcer, and vet. Tapping it, ve heardBott crating gruntae In the evening ve dug the of 25 cashere wors LO cess, WL of during the next
15 hourse Ceverol 'ere discoloured, "he day these ere
by train to
Auoth er upstrean, near a clichtly posl, ve saw neate
17 and 1S.

fere the Cauvery Kan a rocky, flowing bed vith several

HQe Of Unisnown, a fev secttered pairse
Nesta founds Nest 19 wae located on a sand bank about 3 metres

rivers The younc had botched about Avril and on
information froa lecal veonle 23 young were collocted,

10 reservoir, surrounded bydrywee

How of 10-12 adults,
'nets founds Seven empty nest holes vere found (neste 20-26), The

ua bean taken by Irulas and other local people.

nt
far 7 foot 16 year old female Laid 22 exces on "arch bth. Mm 6th

these, ong was blind in one gye.

Conservation of Tasil Nadu has reprecentative exanples
of the t'o types of mugger habitat vhich could contritute to

aud {collection of esse, rearing ete), and those; Lite
Kedarhalli, which could be excellent +ild erocodile preserves in
primeval habitat, provided efficient proteotive measures vere taxens

Tooal tribals would be ideal for erocodile breeding projecta, as they
have cen. idarabls experieace and of of
mugger through collection of for consumption, besides having
@ aplitide and liking for vork involved vith

eee
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Haturgl Qasching of auscer gazet
'fhe protertive inustinets af 21 augaex ave very etrong
After (in India usually betveen and Mareh, thouchtiminge may chenze in severe drought coud itions, Lyor in capt ve the female mugger is ready to lay her ezeeafter 5 months. to five or siy trial neste are

y to check eultabliity of coil teapersture,cons etency Otc. ihe tinal nést hag on denth of 56-66 emgend the is stout 35 ens. Soll above the nest hasbeen ound to be betieen S eve and 2°,5 oon. The dirs rith
she inserte her snout into the hole; this be checking for

the she the uot the fine earth she hasdug out und paeke it vith her body, shevisite the nest every nicht, or lies near or on the site for 24
of the female clearly viclble from the nist? Hifore. HE soneof her visite she danzene the nest, either carrying waterin her mouth or perhaps by cloacul evacuation ( noted ty FeubenDavid, Ahmedabad Zoo). Yheng 45~75 days laterg the babies starttheir grunting chorug, she gently digs dotn to the verte The

ne

nO

younge Experiments on thie w th captive and epecimens havesometimes had rat er results, "ith 3 or 4 largethe aad the Course.) ofthe ery onenaoutheds

methods oan be elopted. (a) Ty "ar the best one da to coverthe nest vith mesh aud have keeping constant watch on

@ Hatching success ie lively to be greater this Tay, a8 errors

hatehing boxes and these te the hotehery. Tale tranefershould be done either iithin 24 hours or .fter
20 dayee. Ye use vooden bo eg Thege be rithane layer of earth from the nest site, the placed fn at, andbith earths Bes

Tha method of trancferring the egge to the boxes of the
and stould be cone very carefully and rlovly. As it is

.rom nost, the top of egg sould be marked vith
a felt pen, and placed exactly the came pocition in the box,

the emg fill probably not hatch, the eggs <nould vein a mixture of earth, leavee and grasa, the best mode of
Wraaepory tue hatehery ia by traing if the distance ie great.

Fi

in Che ha.vcn ng be es chould be in an
A r ang 83713 temperatures should EB tatcen at the

mest site und duplicated dicide the hatchery, Careful
and hualdity checks te kent. If poselble, cracked should
be kept in a sevarate box, as thece attract ants. 2fforts should be
made to eliminate these and other incettds
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Hetchings then the babies are ready to hatch, they start
axing barely andible crunting sounds. 24 hours after thefirst sounds are heard, at a cool time of day, the earth coveringths shoulé be dug un. etill in shelle ehould
be alloved to natch oy theneelves,
Hatehliny enclosurcs It de esrential to orovide an enclosureeate from pred2.ors, vith clean water, thick vegetation for
bidineg, and plenty of food.

(beetles, dragon='l as,
froge aid {lsh are taken dur ng the "Avet couple of ionthe, up tethe firet yeare A licht bulb hung over the pond is a chean and
@any "ar of sens invecta, It lo i portantto that if there are too many animals put in for food,
too fen, A balinoe has to be vorked out in each cage after careful
Oo If these requirements are provided, hatchlingsroto an A fev of the one year oldto have are alrendy a metre Lon.

@

aetna los sr
Phe Tamil Nadu hae helped aid encouraged us
rest houses and boats on the recervo ray Thanzke to EB. Mahadevvs Lue Fark once again took to agg collectionvery and to Tame Fine, Tony Pooley and H.R.

of natural hiertory pute or should pute ue ell to shaue.

and criticians, As

#ittzan, bd, Crocodiles and the Nutrient Metaboligg of Anazonian

Pittkan, Bad. Role of Ce mans in the Nutrient Regime of Youthe-Lakesaf 2, 1370

Yangorppakorn, Uthal, Captive Breeding of Crocodiles Jn
De, of for and Conservationcieace wée-s, 1374

Position onChabreca, or Collceiion Late

Goi. Mhe Fr ends Ho the to

in Tectt. of Tab'L Darke, 1970

oTeuvat Core in the Nile Crocodiles, Laranezuyer,l1974
Joanen, Te Neeting Beology of Alligators in Toisians, S.E. Assot.

ane and COBRISSLON, A9O9

wh
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+ Place from where
nests collected

"Een ew 2. &

ATHANDR

44ZLLIKUDU

CHIDAMBARAM

Detaije ef 1976 ©.

Number of
nests
collected
- Nest No

1

De

4.

94

10.

Cluteh
Size

29

30

34

Number of
collected

30

'30

29

30

34

35

33

33

31

29

Date of
laying

= ™

Feb.2°

Feb.24

Mar.1

Feb.16

Mer .3

Mar Pe

TABLE
eve collection and hatching in Tamil Nadu.

Date of
eolles-
tion

1

March

1
March

5 March

7 March

19 Mar
19 March
27 Mar
30 Mar
15 April

9 April

13 Mar

Date of
transfer
to hatch-
ing

12 March

12 March

12

12 March

12 March

26 Marbh

26 March

26 March

26 March

26

oe oe!
16
16

16 April
16 April
16 April

20 April

13 Mar.

Date of
hatching

ae

did not
hatch.

did not
hatch

31 May "76

aid not
hatch

31 May *76

31 May '76

did not
hatch

4June'76

"94

88

6&8

93

22

17

20

Per=
centage

7586

25.8

Remarks

Badly dld
colle

Badly handled
during collec
tion

Badly dled
during colles
tion

bea
turned over
during trans
fer

Incubation
box turned
over duringt sfer
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