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Kerala poachers kill tusker,

e-year-old dephantwith its chopped trunk fyingcloseby Lapresspluto

EXPRESS,NEWSSERV.
KOCHI, SEPT49°

e ephant shotdwad, Express that the elephant was
and tts héad hacked away 1 the
Letchm Estate neatMankulani
ioMunnar un Sunday
: mesdentcame tohight at-
ter estate watchers reported the

finding of the elephant's heati-
less corpse at Aanakkulami The
young was 22m tall Is-
petits said its small tusks would
weigh hardly three he

'the poackers

into a twzy agit is the first re-
portéd case of elephant .

poachifig from this part of the
State.

"

'Yon officials told The

shot at point blank range as
therewerenosignsof itwrithing -

mpan after itwas gunned down
"Ftnausthave shedmstanily, an. pened wa ful y stale
ofticer sad

iberelephants trunk was
chopped-off and the head
hacked awuy "This ts also ancw
cover-up strategy ab they (want)
to prevent us from hnding the
bullet (since itwil help us trace

e norrat

poaching to KiH the,

"Isunheardof"saidChen
Wi dlife and Ensironment Pro-
techon Assnclation. "Oneran
not even imagme that this hap

dike Kurala " he said
Abeut six months ago, 4

bison was also shot in Munnar
"But this time we don twant the
cu prits to cscape We re plan-
ning to sunmman the service of

>



ENVIRON ENTAL. ECONOMIC LOSSES CERTAIN

Pooyamkutty project not viable
KERALA /

By Roy Mathew

THIRUVANANTHAPYRAM, AUG 5 The proposed
Pooyamkutty hydroelectric project which
1s being revived by the State Government,
will cause considerable environmental and
economic losses to the State. The project
will submerge two of the three remaining
low elevation forested valleys in the State
and cripple its economy.
The Chief Minister, Mr. A.K. Antony,

who left for Delhi on Sundav for Plan
discussions, will be lobbying strongly with
the Centre for the project which is bemg
pursued in spite of other alternatives
The Southern Western Ghats had 32 low

lying valleys but most of them were
destroyed by irrigation and power projects
or converted into plantations or farm lands
in the past. Now, in the entire reach of the
ghats in Kerala, only three low-elevation
valleys (below 300 meters MST) retain
significant extent of natural vegetation.
These valleys are important as certain
species of trees and plants can grow only
at this elevation. The Silent Valley (ahove
900 metres MSL) or other high-elevation
valleys are not substitute for the
Pooyamkulty valley and nearby Pichsyar
valley or the Kallar valley in
Thiruvananthapuram district. (The
Vamanapuram irrigation project if revived,
will submerge Kallar Valley)
So, if Mr. Antony succeeds in his

mission, he would be striking the last nail
on the coffin of many a plant that once
grew profusely in the rain forests of Kerala

Penny wise, pound foolish:
The Chief Minister 1s defending his

action noting that the State requires a
higher hydro thermal mix to keep the
power tar.ffs low. However, the Kerala
Forest Research Institute (KFRI) has
estimated that the environmental loss fram

the first phase of the Pooyamkutty project
would be Rs. 3,035 crores.

This 1s a 1989 estimate based on the
Central Government s guidelines lhe
projected losses would be higher now as
more importance and value is attached to
biodiversity now. Even by the original
estimates, the cost benefit ratio would
work out to be negative.
The project will yield 645 million units

of power a year. This is not a big addition.
The current availability of power 11 the
State 1s about 14 000 million units
including power from the Central pool.
The hydel gene1ation within the State
constitules about 65 pex cent of this

The State loses as much as 2,068 million
unils a year by way of transmission and
distribution losses. Hence, 645 million
units can be saved if the transmission
losses are brought down to about 19 per
cent trom the current 27 per cent.

There 1s scope for saving much more
energy by promoting energy effiiency. The
savings from energy efficiency can be as
high 65 per cent. This means that the State
would not need additional power stations
in the near future and its problems in
meeting peak load would be solved
automatically.
According to olficial figures the gross

wid energy potential m the State 1 831
MW, of which 605 MW is estimated to be
the usable technical potential. So far, the
State has tapped only a few megawatts
(just 1 93 MW as per last year's figuies)
When asked about using this potential at

a Cabinet briefing Mr Antony 1eplied that
the potential was not signiticant and the
State could not do without new hydel
projects. Apparently, the officials have not
briefed him on wind energy potential and
the fact that the firm power potential of

Pooyamkutty project is only 73 5 MW

Whenever new Governments came to
power 1n the Staie durmg the past 15

yeals, 1t has become routine for them to
start a debate on Silent Valley with the
intention of pressing the Centre for the
Pooyamkutty project. Though the
politicians otten speak for the poor, they
ignore the fact that the Pooyamkutty valley
supports the reed economy of the State.

As per 1989 figures quoted in the KFRI]
study, 26 per cent ot the reed supply to

Newsprint and 48 per cent of
the supply to the State Bamboo
Corpoiation come from the Pooyamkutty
forests About 13 000 people depend on
the supply directly and about three lakh
people would be affected if the reed
economy is crippled.

Much of the reed breaks in Pooyamkutty
found the area would be submerged by
the project This arca is under intense
exploitation and considerable degradation
of the forests has taken place over the
years. However, if the area is submerged,
reed cutters would move te other areas
with fewer 1ced breaks and mcher forests
The consequences for both the workers
and the forests can be imagined.
The following is a check list of whal

would be destroyed even in a small area
such as Pindimedu as per the KFRI study:
Taxus of Angio sperms - 340 species,
timber species - 100, medicinal plants -

174, food and fodder yielding varieties -

90, oil yielding plants 35, gum and resin
yielding plants 39 tan and dye yielding
plants 40, fibre and floss yrelding plants
22 and spices and conaiments yielding
species 5 The direct hit would be taken
by 267 families, mostly tnbals, who live in
the submersible area and depend heavily
on the forests for their sustenance.



Inviting prequalification bids to develop
Kerala's wildlife sanctuaries for eco-friendly tourism.

Kerala, which is one of the last preserves of the unique
ecosystem of tropical wet evergreen forests, is every wilderness

traveller's dream. And nestled in the lush forests of the Western
Ghats in Kerala are 12 wildlife sanctuaries and 2 national parks.

Each one home to rare animals, birds, reptiles, insects and
plants. Making them a haven of opportunities.

JOIN THE GREEN REVOLUTION
The Departments of Tourism and Forest, Kerala invite
prequalification bids from consultants having experience and expertise

paring ecotourism and wildlife master plans. The consultancy

Consultants who can offer eco-friendly and cost-effective technology
for the development of the wildlife sanctuaries in the State.
Interested consultants and master planners may send in their
profiles and essential documents such as details of projects
undertaken with costs, supporting document authentication and
staff strength, so as to reach the undersigned at the address
below, on or before 10th July 2002. The shortlisted consultants
will be sent the detailed tender document.

pre
and management of the project will be awarded to a Consortium of

in

Sd/- Director

Director, Department of Tourism, Park View
Thiruvananthapuram 695 033 Eera a

Gods Own Country
Ph: 0471-326812 Fax: 322279



co-tou Ism set to
take root in Kerala
C.J. Punnathara
KOCHI, June 17

FROM the curious to the curso-
ry, Kerala has everything that
a tourist can ask for - from
beach tourism, backwaters,
wildlife, hill resorts, historical
monuments to culture and vin-
tage architecture.
And now, the State has be-

gun to loosen its monopoly on
the rich and diverse forest
wealth to make eco-tourism a
reality. The State is privy to
some of the richest and most
diverse rain forests in the
world.
The Kerala Forest Research

Institute has embarked on a
World Bank funded studyaimed at selectively opening
up some wildlife sanctuaries

While eco-tourism still re-
mains an enigmatic concept on
the drawing boards of other
States, it could soon become a
reality in Kerala.
The study is focusing on vis-

itor management strategies have declared 2002 as the
and priorities for two wildlife
parks and a national park.Itis an attempt to evolve vis-
itor management Strategiesfor the Eravikulam National
Park in Munnar, the Param-
bikulam Wildlife Sanctuary in
Palakkad and the NeyyarWild-

Thiruvananthapuram.
In this quest to explore eco-

tourism, Kerala is in august
company. The World Tourism
Organisation has identified
eco-tourism as the segmentwhich will nurture the growthof the industry of tomorrow.
But there is a warning in the

Kerala experience: opening upthe virgin forest should not

mean that the tourists should
be permitted to overrun the
pristine environment. Every
eco-system has a carrying ca-
pacity, including the number
of tourists who can visit it.
Similar sentiments have also

been voiced by the United Na-
tions Environment Pro-
grammes (UNEP).
"Eco-tourism hasmany defi-

nitions, but as a general goal itshould provide an opportunityto develop tourism in waysthat minimise the industry's
negative impact and actively
promote the conservation of
the earth's unique bio-diversi-
ty," Mr Klaus Toepfer, Execu-
tive Director ofUNEP, has said.
The global community has

begun to recognise the fragilityand vulnerability of the eco-
systems on the one hand and
the importance of eco-tourism
as the vehicle for growth of the
tourism industry on the other.
The World Tourism Organi-

sation, UNEP and the World
Conservation Union (IUCN)

of eco-tourism. In fact, the UN
General Assembly had, in
1998 itself, declared its inten-
tion to celebrate the current
year as eco-tourism year.
The World Tourism Organi-

sation says that a substantial-
portion of GDP and employ-

in ment in developing countries
is related to tourism.
"Areas such as national

parks and wilderness areas
cover more than 10 per cent of
the earth's surface and play a
vital role in promotingtourism."
Eco-tourism could be the

trigger for the tourism indus-
try of the 21st century and
Kerala has been taking coh-
structive sleps to promote it.

for eco-tourism.

year

life Sanctuary
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Kerala to draw up

eco-tgurism plan
HIRUVANANTHAPURAM 19 NOVEMBER ala tourism director Alkesh Ku-

mar Sharma told ET that the
FTER paydirt with products could even include sa-
Ayurveda, backwaters faris, and that the consultant's
and beaches, Kerala advice would draw from expe-

tourism is all set to break fresh riences in reputed wildlife sanc-
ground by throwing open ts tuaries like the ones in Kenyawild life sanctuaries and na- and Tanzania.
tional parks for eco-tourism Currently, Kerala has a few
products. Top sources in the eco-tourism products, includ-

Joe A Scatia state's tourism attractions. Ker-

state tourism department told ing the Tiger Trail' which takes

internationally
ET that three limited

number ol
renowned consultants with tourists on a trekking path
proven expertise in eco- through the Periyar Tiger Re-

drawing up a master plan for The move to enhance eco-
eco-tourism products at the tourism products follows the
wild life sanctuaries and na- recent tourism policy an-

consultant will be made in a ernment, which lays emphasis

sanctuaries and two national ative impact of tourism.
parks, and eco-tourism prod- According to state govern-

are expected to embellish the lakh foreign visitors last year.

tourism had been shortlisted for serve.

tional parks. The final choice of nouncement of the state gov-

week's time. on conservation of enviran-
Kerala has a dozen wildlife ment and reduction of the neg-

ucts on offer at these locations ment estimates, Kerala had 2
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//antony for amendment
i

to Forest Act
By Our Special Correspondent

Chief Minister, AK. Antony, is spearhead-ing amove at the national level for amend-
ment to the Forest (Conservation) Act.
Though the demand for an amendment

jis being made in the name of tribals, the

terests of the people who had encroached
upon foresis in various States.
Tribal land had been alienated in as

many as 19 lakh cases in the country. Of

lakh cases.
In Kerala, there are more than 1,000 such

cases of which restoration had been effect-
ed only in three cases. Mr. Antony is now
proposing to divert reserved forests for re-
habilitation of the displaced tribals.

Besides, there are a number of cases of
farmers having encroached upon forest
land.

Powerful persons and companies are in
possession of a large number of forest land,\

either encroached or on lease. Govern-
ments are keen on regularising these
encroachments.
The enactment of the Forest Act had, to

some extent, checked encroachments and

diversion of forest land for non-forestry
purposes.
The Supreme Court's interpretation of

the law in the Godavarman vs. Union ofIndia case in November 2001 made the law
tighter. The Court restrained the CentralGovernment from regularising encroach-ments in the country.This came in the way of regularisation aswell as assignment of forests planned by theStates such as Madhya Pradesh, West Ben-
gal, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand andOrissa.

As the Court adopted the dictionary
tory for the State to even protect the stand-
ing trees on private forests. Moves for
obtaining forest clearance for various de-
velopmental and other purposes, includingassignment to tribals and renewal of leases,have also been hit by the order. In Mah-
arashtra and Assam, the orders issued bythe Ministry of Environment and Forestsare leading ta eviction of tribals who have
occupied forest land.

It is against this background that Mr. An-tony is trying to gain support of variousStates to press the Centre for an amend-

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, MARCH 26. The Kerala+

+ move is essentially for protection of the in-

this, restoration had been effected by vari-
ous State Governments in only about four meaning of forests, it also became manda-

ment of the Act. He has already raised the
issue at the National Development Counciland other fora.



TDC in duces
eco-certification
for tourism sector
Our Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPLRAM
May 4

THE. Kerala Tourism Depart
ment has introduced an eco
certification scheme as part of
its efforts to promote eco-
friendly tourism in a big way in
the State
The scheme, styled "Eco-

Kerala", attempts to evolve a
set of practices to help each.
sub-sector within the tourism]
sector to be more eco-friendly.
It has been introduced keeping
inmind the importance of envi-
ronmental management in tou-
rism-related organisations as
the State is being projected as a
high-quality destination, ac-
cording to Mr Alkesh Kumar
Sharma, Director of Tourism
The eco-certification scheme

comes close on the heels of the
classification scheme intro-
duced recently to ensure the
quality of two ofKerala's prime
attractions. namely, house-
boats and Ayurvedic centres
The "Eco-Kerala" scheme in-

volves grading ofhotels and re-
sorts based on their compliance
with three sets of conditions
that have been classified as es-
sential necessary and
desirable

CM K
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(Steps to tackle forest fires
By Our Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, MARCH 18. The Forest

Department has chalked out short-term

and long-term plans to deal with fires in

forests.
More firewatchers and workers would be

engaged to put out the fires. Steps would
be

taken to address water scarcity in the for-

ests. The Crisis Management Committee

(Drought), headed by the Chief Secretary,

crores for fire protection of forests. The Dis-

trict Collectors would release funds accord- at Ponmudi were charred in a fire which

ing to requirement.
A.conference of forest conservators, con-

vened by the Forest Minister, on Wednes- resort from Thiruvananthapuram at aroun

day, reviewed the situation. The Chief

Conservators have been asked to visit the

districts again and supervise fire protection
activities. The Minister would be reviewing
the situation every week.
The Principal Chief Conservator of For-

ests, P. K. Surendranathan Asari, said that

immediate steps would be taken to set up

water-harvesting structures in buildings
and other facilities of the department. Steps
would be taken to supply water through
tankers to tribals and animals as a short-

term measure. Bore-wells and hand pumps

up to Rs. 15 lakhs for works at the range and

Mr. Asari said long-term plans would in-

volve micro-level watershed management.
Construction of rainwater harvesting struc- .
tures, check-dams and surface tanks would

be undertaken as part of this. The Minister.

had directed that the works should be car-

tied out in a transparent manner.

divisional levels

Blaze in Ponmudi
Meanwhile, the grass and bushes if an

area of about 10 acres near the Guest Ho
use

broke out in the hill resort today. On being

alerted, fire engines were rushed to the hill

1 p.m. and the blaze was put out with the

help of Forest staff by about,2-30 p.m.

N. Chandrasekharan Nair, released Rs 8.03

ES

would be set up. Deepening and desilting of
©

riverbeds, ponds and waterholes and con-

struction of check-dams would also be

undertaken.
The District Collectors would sanction
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First erotourism project to go ull seam soon

state. een neOe pr

factoring all vital parameters needed for ecotourism, according io officials.
is an environmenrtsliy conscious plan for natural ervironment,

providing and maintain the quality for tousts and beniitting local people. Plans are aipot to make it

ect, Which is 72 kilometres from was relatively les since

ain, Mohanlal said pointing out that "at any point of tirne, on y a group of 10-15
ili be allowed.

Research Inetiute CAPR.

was restored he

(PTL



> > wat lands ic 2 new Ramsar site in Kerala.Following the boom > > in fourisom
industry the Lake is on the edge of an ecological break > > down.There 1s s reduction of 33% mm the
aumber ofwater bids within the > last one year as per the latestMid winter water bard rensu<
conducted on > > 19th Jan 2003 at ten selected sectors in and around the lake. » > The 68 hectare
Pathwamanal island in the Vembanad lake, lie between >>Muhamma and Kumarakom, comes in the

o24' longitude > > andN 9 037° & 9 038 latitude.
During the early last century the island was purchased from Bheemji Devji Trust ofCochin by one Mr.
ACA Anthraper. Around one lakh cocomsts were obtained from the island in a single cropping at that
fms Fourteen> > families ofworkers stayed in the island.
Following the land reforms Acts, the island was taken over by the government as surplus land in 1979.
Laier it was handed over io the Tourism Department after re-seitiing the famiIies residing in the scland in
> Muhanma panchayat. It wes TB the Department tell 70/4/2000 when the Government > > leased it to
Oberoi group hotels (GO (MS) No: 332/2000/CAD.) after > forming > a joint venture company-
ETDC and Oberoi- for eye washing. >
Due to is undisturbed atmosphere, the island is a favoured breeding ground > > of Indian Ctters (Lutra

Fish sad mussels available the > + surrounding area provide plenty of food items to Citers.
> The island is known for generations as roosting place of 2 mumber ofwater > > birds. Ar the island

was cleared of the inhabitants, the disturbances were > » practically nil and it has became a haven for the
waterbirds, Ths roosting > > water bids ave ma*shr of the Cormorant family, includ+ng Darter, Little > >
Cormorant, Indian Shag and Large Cormorant. Purple Heron, Pond Heron, = > Night Heron, Black
Bittern, Chestmut Bittern and Yellow Bittern too are > > found bere. Little Egret, Smaller Egret, Large

7
W 113,

village of Cherthala taluk in District. It lies between E 76 023' £76

with

Egret, Cattle Eeret, Grey > > Heron ara seen during the day fime Two pawsofRedwattied ILapwing: = >.
appears to be residents of the Island. >
> > The Pathiramanal island has its own unique flora with rare plant 5 like > > Crocodile apple. Another
plant named Aponogeton appendiculatus, endemic to > > Alappuzha district ofKerala is seen only in the
backwater: surrounding the Pathiramanal island. Itis described im the page 31 of The Red Data Book >
of Indian Plants published by The Botanical Survey of India. The shaliow water close to the island is the
only place where new nmssel colonies (Villoriia sp.) are growing in the Venbhanad lake. This shallow > >
swampy area the breeding ground of a number of fishes and crostaceans. > » Late Prof. KK
Neelakenian (ormithologistjhas noted that the backwater between the island and Kavanattinkara( is the
place where the migratory > > ducks from Siberia and Europe used to sleep during day time (page 4, >
Pulluthottu Poonara Vare- Keraia Sasthra Sahithya Parishath} A court stay was there against the handing
over of the ©

starting > > their construction there immediatly. > > Ifwe want to regererate the rumed Vembanad
loke.saving the >pathiramanal>> island and its susroundings is the one and the only way by declaring
the > > island and the surrounding portion of the lake as a nature recserve.> > Oberoy has already spend
crores of rupees for the ruling and opposition > > politicians for geting the sland for them.They bought
an advocate frmmM > > Defhi for getting the stay vecated from the court > = What can we do?
> > Dr PresidentdKottsyam Nature Society,Srinilayam,Near Union
> > Club Kottayam. 686001 Kerala.

island, which was > veccated one week back from the High Court ofKerala.So Oberoy ts >

ee


