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CUTTING Of SanN.S OR JuHIRLSTHAN TR

gunehi,July 17= The attention of Government has been invited to the
mos concepbion preveiling in certain quarters that the officers of the forcst
Department dnjure the feelings ofthe iLdivasis by cutting the varnas or
Jouhirasthan trees. The Sarnas or gro oF trees,ﬁhich the Ldivasis worship,
are alwsys left intact and no trecs are allowed to be cut therein. Generally
Sarnas arc excluded froa dema rcui ion,but sometimes it so hﬂppfls that

»{.\‘\ /14; "}'-Q<
ths Sarnas fall inside the forest,where it is noppructicable tL tMl{Rﬂw

them. In such casss,whenever that arca cofes in: for felling, CCerlnL to
the presceription of the working Qlw?>Q special elause 1is incorporated in
the sale notice forvidding the cutting of trees in the Sarnas. If any
specific case of the officers of the Forest Department having allowed the

utting of any tree in the Sarnas ig cited ;the matter will be investigated

2nd necessary cction will be taken, but Governient are not aware ol any

such case, 50 £ r. There is no objuetion to the Adivasis going to thc

S rnos or Jahivasthan dnside the forests for the purpose ot WOrshipa

5

There is also some criticism to the offect that "ien frou outside the

itate have buen takingforist contracts in the district of Che
f

The correct position about the s¢ LGt of ecoupes
,they are advertised in thc Bihar G

the nmewspap.rs ond dug publicity is given in the districte

oI
is held or gencral tenders are callfgd for and every body 1

nd bid ot the auction or to submit tender. The nan giving the higheot
{f

‘or submitbing the highest offer at the tender nay be fro.o outside the

State,but under the constitution of India he cannot be debarred fro.d
\ ;

taking the contract. - Press Note.
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INTRODUCTION

The Tenessee Valley Authority kept accurate records of changes in
avifauna Brought about by their activities.'In our area the work has to
be undertaken by volunteers,mostly Damodar Valley Cnrporation staff
qkﬁeping records of birds seen at different places in the Valley,

Ornithology, as far as identification of birds is concerned,is an easy

and profitable pastime for any lay person, This book describes all the
birds so far known to occur in the Upper Damodar Valley and indicates
means to their identification.

The easiest way to recognise a bird is to find it identical with an
authoritative coloured illustration.Against each bird in this book is
mentioned where 1ts coloured illustration can be founds A large number
of these birds are 1llustrated in the three popular books in whose
conjunctipn 1t should be usede Of the hundred or more birds whose plates
are not avallable in popular books twenty have been illustrated here. The
cost of coloured illustrations unfortunately limits the number,

The way beyond the popular books is not éaay but not too difficult
either 1f accurate observation and written descriptions are resorted too.
Any unidentified bird must be placed in its family.¥he vlassification of
5irds is based on anatomy but each species has morphological characteristics
which are unique.In the recognition of such characteristics lies the key
to identification.For each family, therefore, the characteristic bird has
been mentioneds

The species inhabiting any area are the result of x a prolonged process
of evolutionesTherefore each bird is adapted to the environment.There is
evidence of such adaptation in the morphology and habits of each bird and
yields further points for recognition.

The 1life of the birds is concerned with finding food, protecting
themselves and winning mates for continuation of the species.The appearance

of birds ,therefore, at once serves three purposes, that of foraging and

of camouflage and displaye Bills and legs show unmistakeable signs of the

manner in which the bird gets its food. Rimmmazgs Camouflage and display

are xmx expressed in the plumage. If these are understood the idgntifiéhtibn‘

~b‘ 4




identification of birds is easler.

Other helpful points are habitat, food, call and general manners.Lastly
there is in this book an index of local names from which birds can be
identified. '

Accurate lists are wanted for the different administrative unitse-
the police stations and the subdivisions, The present writer will be
glad to help with identification and to nﬂiiag collate the information
received from observers,

All identified and unidentified birds must be written with ldcality
and date in a field booke. The polnts of description of an unidentified
bird are the following : size in inches; tail prominent or not, length
of tall, nature and colour of tail; bill prominent or not, length,shape,
colour and nature of bill; crests, if any, prominent or not and colour
of crest; long-lggged or short-legged,colour and nature of leg;
predominant colours of the bird, assoclated colours, general description
as to the relative positions of colours, habits and plant on which it

feeds.

The impounding of large surface areas of water in the reservoirs is

bound to change the avifauna. Many of the visiting ducks and teals and
waders which now limit themselves to North Bihar may stray southward to
the reéervoirs of the Valley and many birds that now winter on the Chilka
Lake may become passage migrants in the Valley. The resident population
of birds in the jungles fringing the reservoirs is also bound to changee
Changes in birdlife may also be brought about by afforestation., All this
information is valuable.

Study of birds is important from the point of view of égriculture and
forestry, Apart from these many tourists and visitors find birds of an
area a subject of interest. This book may be of interest to tourists also
many of whom will find it a general introduction to the birds of

Chota Nagpur as a whole .

January, 1954 JAMAL ARA
Hinoo, Ranchi.




Order PASSERIFORMES
Family CORVIDAE (Crows and Treepies)

The crows (characteristic bird of this family) and théir allies are
birds of large size and robust form,Théy have long, straight and strong
bills, slightly curved at the end.Feet strong and claws well curved; wings
long,somewhat pointed.They fly well and walk with ease.Most uf‘them are

omnivorous and can live on all kinds of food.

JUNGLE CROW = KAG
Corvus maprorhynchos ,F.B.I.(5)
Coloured illustration: B.I.B=4
Identification: Length 18 inches.Sexes alike.Glossy jet black bird
without any grey on hind neck and breast. Legs black. Heavy black bill.
Habits: Found throughout India this bird is equally at home in forest,
village and built-up town afeas.Wherever it i1s found it is resident, but

is locally migrant.Voice is deep and harsh caw or kage

Breeding: It breeds,according to the locality, from March to June, but
may start as early as December. The nest is a well-made cup of twigs high

up in a tree.Eggs 3 to 4,dull green,spotted with brown.

HOUSE CROW == KAWA
Corvus splendens ,F.B.I.(11)
Coloured illustration: B.I.B.k=3

Identification: Smaller than the Jungle Crow and with grey on its

head,upper back and keaxk breaste.
. Habits: More numerous than the Jungle £mxwm Crow in towns and villages,.
Roost in large colonies. Voice ¢ Harsh caw=caw.

.Breeding:The nesting-season is from December to May;a rough cup of twigs

is made.There may be several nests on a tree.Eggs 4to 5,pale blue=green,

speckled and streaked with brown.,

TREEPIE == MOTRI

Crypsirina vagsbunda,F.B.I.(26)
Tl1lustration: B.I.B.=7

'Identification:Long silver-grey tail(about 12 inches) with black borders

and tipse. The entire length of the bird is 18 inches.The head,né@k and

breast are sooty-brown; rest of the plumage 1is chestnut-reddish,black and

silver-grey on the wings.




wings,
Habits: In pairs and small parties; mainly arboreal.The flight is
Bkxxpx dipping kX with alternate flapping of wings and glides, Vbice:Harsh

kee-kee or kheer-kheer with a musical Go-bo-link occasionally, The call

is more evideht than the bird.
Breeding: April to July Xm when a rough saucer-shaped structure of twigs

is made.Eggs 3 to 5 pale salmon-white streaked with bright reddish-brown,

Family PARIDAE (Tits).
The tits are small birds with = limited power of flight as the wings
are weak and rounded. The feet are very strong ‘and the bill is short and

stout. Feathers conceal with the nostrilse.

GREY TIT »—RAMGANGRAGBengali)
Parus ma jor, ExRXx F.B.I.(51)
Illustration: B.I.B.-8
Identification: Size 6 inches.Sexes alik@. Upper plumage blu’sh-grey with
white bars across the wings; lower plumage and cheeks white ; head,neck,
breast and a band down the centre of the abdomen black, giving it a
semblance of wearing a black collar and tie,

Hablits: Singly,pairs or small flocks.Purely arboreal.Bold and cheerful
bird,very methodical in its feeding hablits.,It carefully examines all
branches and twigs for insects, and in doing so assumes many acrobatic
postures, frequently hanging upside down,

Breeding: February-November.The uxix nest is in a hole in a bank, tree

or wall.Eggs 3 to 6,pale pink with reddish-brown spots.

YELLOW=CHEEKED TIT ==
Parus xanthogenys,F.B.I. (76)

Illustration:B.I .B.=11

Identification: A greenish and yellow tit,differing from the previous

bird in having no collar but only a tie ; cheeks,sides of breast and

N

abdomen yellow; a pointed black crest.The female has greenish underparts
and the ventral band is dull olive-greens

Hablts :Arboreal, occurring in parties.Voice:Dekhe chi, a loud. and joyous

whistle, : 2
Breeding: April to September, Eggs' 4 to 6 white boldly spotted:with brown




Family SITTIDAE (Nuthatches)

Minutee-sized birds which scurry up and down tree trunks and branches
for which purpose they have strong feet and stiff short square tails, The
bill is long and straight. Poor flyers though the wing is lbng and pointed.
The tail is used as a support for climbing up trees, The sexes are not
alike,

VELVET-FRONTED NUTHATCH
Sitta frontalils,F.B.T.(119)

Illustration:=B.I.B.=15

Identification: Upper plumage purplisheblue; lower plumage greyishe
lilac ; a black stripe along the forehead and behind the eyes; bill coral
red; eyes yellow. The black stripe is absent in the female.

Habits: In pairs or small partles; arboreal.Volce:Mouse-like chwlte-
chwit, or twul- twuil,

Breeding: April-June .Nests in holes in trees.Eggs 4 to 5,white densely

speckled and blotched with rede

Family TIMALIIDAE (Babblers,Ioras and Chloropses)

Gregarious plain coloured birds with lax plumage are the babblers,They
have strong feet for hopping as they are ground birds. The Ioras and the
Chloropses are arboresl birds and are brightly coloured.They have weaker
feet than the babblers,but the bills of all the three are strong and
pointed,

JUNGLE BABBLER - KUTCH:BUTHIA
Turdoides somervillel ,F.B.I.(183)

IlTustration: B.1.B. 16

Identification: A dirty brown bird with a fulvous abdomen.Eyes,legs
and bill yellow; all the feathers and tails appear to be loosely held
toge ther.Sexes alike .Size 10 inches.

Habits: Always found in small parties of six to a dozen. They are
commonly called the Seven Sisters, Xmx Noisy actlbe birds.Voice: Kach-bach.
Breeding: March to September. Nest is a cup composed of grags,roots

and fibres,generally placed in bushes or on small trees, Eggs 5x§b oy

TeHhEN

torquoise blue in colours Voo




STRIATED BABBLER - BARA PENGA
Turdoides earlii,F.B.I. (191)
Identification: Upper plumage brown tinged with white,giving it a =xX
striated appearance; lower plumage lighter in colour with dark stripes;
eyes and bill yellow; legs blackish.Size over 3 5 inches.Sexes alike,
Habits:Gregarious and noisy like the Jungle Babbler but being
Esmkpazunkiz 2 lover of water and marshy lands does not descend to the
ground as much as the other species. Voice :" Utters both a single
whistling note rapidly repeated and a loud trisyllabic whistle, keep
gulet,also repeated.Oates described the note as a sort of mew,rather
loud and extremely monotonous."(Smythies).
Found in gressy plains and marshy tracts.Chiefly insectlvorous,
Breeding: Principglly dﬁring the rains. The nest is placed 1n reeds
near marshy places,It is an untidy structure of reeds and grasses,

Eggs 3 to 4 ,deep blue in colour,

COMMON BABBLER - CHOTA PENGA
Turdoides caudata,F.B.I1.90192)
Illustration: B.I.B.=19
Identification: Dirty brown bird with black streaks in upper plumage;
1owerrb1umage lighter in colour.The bird has a long tail and a generally
untidy look. Size 9 inches .Sexes alike.,
Habits: Gregarious in dry open country;avolds heavy evergreen forest,
Voice: Low undertoned Warbling whistle and a constant soft chatter. .
Breeding: March to September,but may breed throughout the year., A
neat thick walled cup of grass in thorny bushes.Eggs 5 to‘4,glossy blue.
RUFOUS-BELLIED BABBLER =
Dumetia hyperythra ,F.B.I.(229)
Illustration: B.I.B.=23
Identification: 8ize 5% inches.Sexes alike. Upper plumage olive brown;

lower plumage fulvous; tall cross-rayed;

Habits: Shy,sulky parties. Volce: Low but sharp Cheepecheépo?

Breeding : May to September but also throughout the year, Bali%shaped
nest of grasses and bamboo leaves on thorny bushes. Eggs 3 to 4 pink
with light reddish blotchese. ; :




YELLOW-EYED BABBLER - BARA PODNA
Chrysomma sinensis,F.B.I.(234)

I1lustration «B.I.B.=24

Identification: Size 7 inches;Sexes alike. Upper plumage ruddy chestnut;
under parts cream coloured,long tail; legs and eye=-lids orange yellcw;
bill black. |

Habits: Avoids forests. Flies better and more than other babblers,
This bird is gn acrobat in climbing up and down reeds, Voice: A sweet

note,almost a song,cheep,cheqp,cheep,éheap.

Breeding: June to S@ptember. A deep ®f cup of grasses makes the nest
usually among crops,grasses and low treese. Eggs 3 to 4,pale yellowish or

pink,with light red speckles and spots.

SPOTTED BABBLER =
Pellorneum ruficeps,F.B.I.(240)
- Identification: Size 6 inches.Sexes alike. Upper plumage olive brown;

whitish below with a rufous cap and heavily streaked breast, or spotted

with brown. Eyes red,bill brown,legs fleshy white.

Habits: Frequents low bush,woods and bamboo jungle, in small parties,
pairs or singly, It is mostly on the ground, and is inclined to be noisy.
Very difficult to observe as this bird hides itself on the slightest alarm,

Principally an insectivore this bird is a good songster.It makes two

calls, a clear whistle Wheat-ee-er and a loud note Chunkechunk=-chunk

- (Lowther).

Breeding: March to May. It makes a rough globe-shaped nest of leaves
and grass placed ‘on the ground under bushes or stone.Eggs 3 to 4,very
pale green or yellowish white speckled and freckled with reddish brown.

’ QUAKER BABBLER=-
Alcippe poicephéla,F.B.I.( 289 )
Identification: Size 6 inches.Sexes alikes A sober olive-brown
babbler with a grey cap; rather tit like in shape.

‘ Habits: Prefers evergreen forest but may be found in deciduous tooe
It wandefS‘in smail parties of seven to ten,hopping from sprig to sprig,
of ten climbing upside down in search of insects, Mainly insectivorous but
feeds on hsctar of simul and other flowering trees.Voice: Harsh,rather
subdued Churre-churr,

Breeding: Throughout the yoar.Tne nest is a flimsy cup of rootlets and

lichens between two saplings or on g fork.Eggs 2 to 3,pale salmon with
Emk blotches of light red.




>
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COMMON IORA = SHOUBIGI (Barsat-sorail in Bengalil)

kg Aeglthina tiphia,F.B.I.(362)

Illustration: B.I.B. =27

Id@ntification:Size 5 inches.®= The male in breeding plumage has the
upper parts,wings and tail black, lower parts bright yellow,two white
bars across the wings.The bill,legs and feet are slaty blue., The female
has upper parts, wings and tall green, lower parts yellow and two white
bars on the winge

Habits: Usually in palrs. Found in bushes and hn@thedges and scrub

forests Voice:A sweet whistle, wee-s=e-e=tu.

Breeding: May to September. A shallow cup of grass makes the nest
wedged in the fork of a branche Eggs 2 to 4 ,The eggs are of two colour
schemes; one with a pale,creamy or greyish-white irregularly marked with

grey.The other type is pink with reddish markings.

MARSHALL'S IORA=

Aegithina nigrolutea,F.B.I.(368)

Identification: Slightly larger than the pP@vi0us bird.Its size is 5%
inches. The male in br@eding‘plumago hés its béck bright golden vellow;
the rest of its upper plumage is black with tﬁe lower plumage yellow.The
tail is tipped Xmxwhiks with white which is visible in flighte Outside the
breading season xhsxmmias all the'black in the male's upper plumage reverts
to a greenlish yellow.The upper plumage of the female is greenish yellow;
with rest of its plumage like that of the male outside the breeding season.
The eyes are dark brown,bill,legs and feet are plumbeous.

Habits: The general habits and voice of this bird are similar to that
of the Common Iora, but this bird shows a marked preference for thickets
along stretches of water. Insects form the main food of both the iorase

Breeding: Same as of the Common Iorae.

GOLD-FRONTED CHLOROPSIS= HURRIBA$Bengali)
Chloropsis auﬁifrons,F.B.I.(368)
Illustration:B.I.B. =28

Identification: The other name of the chloropses is leafbirds and that
describes them. Size 7% inches, The male is green and has yellow forehead
and throat and g black chineThe female 1is less brilliant generally, has
no gold collar; its crown is dull.Both have slender black curved bills,

Habits: In small parties,keeping mostly to tops of high trees in forests.
Its call is’'a low chesp while flying but 1ts a wonderful mimiec,

Breeding: May to August. The nest is a loose shallow cup of moss and

grass .Eggs 2 cream in colour with reddish brown markings.

5




JERDON'S CHLOROPSISe HAREWA
Chloropsis jerdonii,F.B.I. (374)
Illustration=B.I.B,31
Identifioation:Langth 7% inches.A beautiful green bird with a purple
- moustache ,black chin and throat. In the female the black is replaced. by
‘bluish=green,
| Hablts: Arboreal,frequenting light forest in parties,wandering into
;gardeqs. A good mimic but in the breeding season the male calls "Believe
me" repeatedlye
Breeding:April to August, The nsst is a deep cup of roots and grass,
slung like a hummock 1n the fork of a trees Eggs 2,creamy white speckled
Wwith black,.
Family PYCNONO&IDAE (Bulbuls)
Generally small birds with a crest;plumage varies,Bill sﬁort and
Straighte.Good fliers,Cheerful looking birds.
RED-VENTED BULBUL < BULBUL
Pycnonotus cafer, F.B.I.(399& 403)
Illustration: B.I.B.=32,
Identification: 8ize 8 inches.Sexes alike. A brown bird with scale=like
markings on breast snd back.Black head with a short crest.White rump and

crimson vent.

Habits: Arboreal birds of open countrye Voice: Titi-kaska or Phi-kar

repeatedly,.

Breeding: February to August. The nest is a neat cupyusually thin and
fragile,made of grass and placed in bushes and trees.Eges 3 to 4 white with
deep pink or lilase tint,

RED=-WHISKERED BLBULe-- KALA BULBUL
Pyenonotus jocosa,F.B.I1.(410,411)

Illustration:B.T.B.- 386.
Identification: Size 8 inches,.Sexes alike.Prominent mxasixzmd black crest

and crimson patches on cheeks.An interrupted black collar.
Habits: Small sustained but slow and jerky flighte Partial to forests,
Breeding: February to September., The next is similar to the

“previous bird., Eggs 2 to 4, :




WHITE=-BROWED BULBUL =

Pycnonotus luteolus,F.B.I. (433)

Illustration: B.I.B.=39

Tdentification: Size 7 inches.Sexes alike.A crestless greenish_brown
bird with pale underparts; prominent white forehead and eyebrows .Pale
yellow vent. ‘

Hablits: Pairs frequent bush and scrub Jungle.Voice: A subdued
throaty Churr. Eats insects and berries.

Breeding: February to September. The nest is similar to other bulbuls,

Eggs 2 to 4,

Family CYRTHIIDAE{ Creepers)

Ceneral colour black or dark grey with spots and bars; wing long and
pointed; feet xmex large and strong with long toes; tall nearly square;
slénder bill curving downwards, longer than the heads These birds are
quick and active in their movements and their general behaviour is similar
to that of the nuthatches. Flight swif%.Arboreal.

SPOTTED GREY CREEPER-
Salpornis spilonotus,F.RB.I.(456)

Identification:Whole upper plumage,.wings and tail black, spobted and
barred with white.Lower plumage pale fulvous,barred with black.Chin and
throat white.Bill Black, Size 6 inches.Sexes alike. This small bird is
remarkably camouflaged and merges against the barks of trees while hunting
for insects. It cannot be seen unless it moves.

Habits: Very active and restless bird,Xmura fond of runﬁing up and
down trees.Though 1t has a thstling note it is rarely audible., It hunts
in smﬁll parties and though a bird of the plains it frequents forests.A

Breeding: March to April, The nest is a shallow cup made of leaves,
bark,lichens,cemented with spider webs ,placed on a horizontal branch of
a tree supported by a vertical twig. Eggs 2 to 5, the ground is grey or

greenish white with brown spots and markings all over.




Family TURDIDAE (Chats,Robins,Thmnshes ,Bluethroats, 9
Rubythroats and Restarts)

The family characters are not separable in the field but individual
are easily recognisable from field descriptions.Most of the birds in this
family are longe-legged hoppers with contrasting gay colours; bills are

short and straight.These sulkers pick most of thelir food off the grounde

PIED BUSH CHAT - KALA PIDHA
Saxicola caprata ,F.B.Il.(494)

Illustration :B.I.B.=40.

Identification: Size 5% inches. Sexes not alike, The male is a black
bird with a prominent whité rump and xka®x abdomen; 5 white patch on the
wingse. The female is a greyish-brown bird with daxkax dark streaks and
a2 pale rumpe

Habits: Takes all its food sitting on the top of a stone or a similar
perch sallying out on short flights. It spreads and jerks its talls.Voice:

Chat=chat=chat.

Breeding: February to Maye. A pad or saucer or cup of grasseplaced in
0ld walls and on sand banks. Eggs: 3 to 5, pale bluishe-white with kizie

blotches of reddish-browne:

COLLARED BUSH CHAT
Saxicola torquata,F.B.I.(495)

Illustration:B.I.B.=43,

Identification: Size 5 inches.Sexes not alike, The male is a black=
headed orange-breasted bird with prominent white patches on the sides of
the neck and on shoulders. The female i1s similar to the Pied Bush Chat's
female,

Habits: A winter visitor which perches on stone or rock,flicking and

spreading its tail. Its short foraging flights are # strong and direct.

Its not strong on 1ts feet.Voice: Hweet-chat and Chirrechirr.

INDIAN REDSTART - THARCAPNI or LALGIRDI(BengaliW
Phoenicurus ochrurus,F.B.I.(532)
Iliustration tB.I.B.=44,
Identification: Size 6 inches.Sexes not alike. The male is a blacé

bird with an orange-red abdomen,chestnut rump and tail., The female is :
brown where the male 1s blacke. g

Habits: A winter visitor.Constantly shivers its tail. Voice:Trtfﬁir.

N
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RED=-SPOTTED BLUETHROAT -=HUSSENI PIDDA
Luscinia svecica,F.B.I.(537)
Identification: Size 6 inches.Sexes not alike. Male: A brown bird with
: chestnut
whitish underparts, throat and chin blue, broad/band on lower throat and
xx prominently blue below the bande. Female :Similar but duller,chin and
throat buffy white instead of blue.
Hablts: Winter visitor. Very quiet.Generally ® runnin; and hopping on

the ground with wings partly drooping, tale cocked and switched over 1its

back. Voice: Loud and metallic Chick-=chic. Found in open country around

bushes.
BROWN-BACKED ROBIN ««KATL,CHURI
Saxicoloides fulicata,F.B.I.(557)
Illustration:B.I.B.=47
Identification: Size 7 Inches.Sexes not alike, Male: A glossy black
bird with 8 brown back and a conspicuous red patch under the tall, and
prominent white patches on wings. Female: Sandy brown with a pale chestnut
patch under the tail,
Habits: Bold and confiding entering compounds and villages. Carries the
tail erect and 1s almost always on the grounde. Voice: A low whistle.
Breeding: Mareh to August. The nest is a pad in a hole in wallx mmsx
or tree. Eggs 2 tor4, white or just tinged with yellow wi th reddish-brown
markings.
. MAGPIE-ROBIN --DHAYAL or HATIURE(Santal)
Copsychus saularis,F.B.I.(558)
Illustration:B.B.B.=48

Identification:Size 8 inches.Sexes not alike: Male: A glossy blue-b}gck

bird with its lower parts sharply marked off in white.Female : GreeniSh-; §
i\

brown where the male is black. ?§
Habits: It runs along the ground after insects. One of the most importaﬁ@
songsters.In cold weather it makes a low whistle but in the breeding season :

N
i

it has a clear song of mmxmrxmEREk& several notes,

BReeding: March to July.The nest is a saucer made of grass in holes im

trees.Eggs 4 to 5, blue=green with blotkhhes of reddish-brown.,




WHITE-RUMPED SHAMA
Copsychus malabaricus,F.BiI.(563)

Illustration:B.I.B.=51

Identification: Size 11 inches.Sexes not alike, Male; Handsome. glossy
blue=black bird with chestnut underparts,white rump and black-and-white
graduated tail.lemale:Slaty brown and duller throughout .

Habits: Our best songster,.Shy and retiring where the Dhayal is bolde
Feeds mostly on| the ground wunder heavy covere.Prefers moist and wooded areas.
It has a 1argef range of notes than the Dhayal.

Breeding: Mareh to Junes The nest 1s a X&EM saucer shaped out of twigs
and roots placed in holes on trees.Eggs 3 to 4,more densely spotted than

that of the Dhayal and therefore more brown in general tint.

RED-THROATED THRUSH
Turdus ruficollis,F.B.I1.(577)

Identification: Size 10 inches.Sexes not alike,Male: Upper plumage ashy
brown; chin,throat and breast chestnut; rest of lower plumage white; bill
yellow.Female: Like the male but chestnut parts paler and spotted with
black.

Habits: Winter visitor. In large parties,mostly on the gpound and very
active. Flying to the nearest tall tree when disturbed. This bird Ximk:x

inhabits open country surrounded by forests, Volce: A sweat loud cry;

ORANGEHEADED GROUND THRUSH
Zoothera citrina,F.B.I.(587)

fdentification: Size 9 inches. Sexes not alike, Male: Upper plumage

bluish=grey; head,neck and lower plumage orange-chestnut;legs creamy yellow;

Olive brown.

Habits: Silent and shy is this kmr bird,which is to be seen mostly on
the ground turning over leaves and rubbish for food., It inhabits deep
forests but may be found in bamboo jungle, Voice:A pleasant song in the
bree@ing season.The alarm note 1s like the scratching of a pencil on slate,

Breeding: April to Auguste. The nest is a shallow cup of twigs placed

on high bushes or small trees.Eggs 3 to 5, pale-green blue though variable.

¢




INTRODUCTION

The Tenessee Valley Authority kept accurate records of changes in
avifauna brought about by their activities. In our area the work has to
be undertaken by volunteers,mostly Damodar Valley Corporation staff
keeping records of birds seen at different places in the Valley.

Ornithology, as far as identification of birds is concerned,lis an easy

and profitable pastime for any lay person. This book describes all the
birds so far known to occur in the Upper Damodar Valley and indicates
means to their identification.

The easiest way to recognise a bird is to find it identical with an
authoritative coloured illustration.Against each bird in this book 1is
mentioned where its coloured illustration can be found. A large number
of these birds are illustrated in the three popular bocks in whose
con junction it should be useds Of the hundred or more birds whose plates
are not available in popular books twenty have been i1llustrated here. The
cost of coloured illustrations unfortunately limits the number.

The way beyond the popular books is not easy but not too difficult
elther 1f accurate observation and written descriptions are resorted too.
Any unidentified bird must be placed in its family.¥he vlassification of
birds is based on anatomy but each species has morphological characteristics
which are unique.In the recognition of such characteristics lies the key
- to identification.lor each family, therefore, the characteristic bird has
been mentioned.

The species inhabiting any area are the result of R a prolonged process
of evolution.Therefore each bird is adapted to the environment,There is

evidence of such adaptation in the morphology and habits of each bird and

yields further points for recognition.

The life of the birds is concerned with finding food, protecting
themselves and winning mates for continuation of the species.The appearance
of birds ,therefore, at once serves three purposes, that of foraging and
of camouflage and display. Bills and legs show unmistakeable signs of the

manneér in which the bird gets its food. Riwxmags Camouflage and display

are xEX expressed in the plumage. If these are understood the identification




jdentification of birds 1s easier.
Other helpful points are habitat, food, call and general manners.Lastly
there is in this book an index of local names from which birds can be

jidentified.

Accurate lists are wanted for the different administrative units--

the police stations and the subdivisions. The present writer will be
glad to help with identificatlion and to EmXkng collate the information
received from observerse.

All identified and unidentified birds must be written with locality
and date in a field book. The points of description ofvan unidentified
bird are the following : size in inches; tail prominent or not, length
of tail, nature and colour of tail; bill prominent or not, length,shape,
colour and nature of bill; crests, if any, prominent or not and colour
of crest; long-lggged or short-legged,colour and nature of leg;
predominant colours of the bird, associated colours, general description
as to the relative positions of colours, habits and plant on which it
feeds.

The impounding of large surface areas of water in the reservoirs is
bound to change the avifauna. Many of the vislting ducks and teals and
waders which now limit themselves to North Bihar may stray southward to
the reservoirs of the Valley and many birds that now winter on the Chilka
Lake may become passage migrants in the Valleys The resident population
of birds in the jungles fringing the reservoirs is also bound to changee
Changes in birdlife may also be brought about by afforestation. All this
information is valuable.

Study of birds is important from the point of view of agriculture and
forestry. Apart from these many tourists and visitors find birds of an
area a subject of interest. This book may be of interest to tourists also
many of whom will find it a general introduction to the birds of

Chota Nagpur as a whole.

January, 1954 e JAMAL ARA
Hinoo, Ranchi.




Order PASSERIFORMES
Family CORVIDAE (Crows and Treepies)

The crows (characteristic bird of this family) and their allies are
birds of large size and robust forﬁ.They have long, straight and strong
bills, slightly curved at the end.Feet strong and claws well curved; wines
long,somewhat pointed.They fly well and walk with ease.Most of them are

omnivorous and can live on all kinds of food.

JUNGLE CROW = KAG
Corvus marrorhynchos ,F.B.I.(5)
Coloured illustration: B.I.B-4 v
Identification: Length 18 inches.Sexes alike.Glossy jet black bird
without any grey on hind neck and breast. Legs black. Heavy black bill.
Habits: Found throughout India this bird is equally at home in forest,
village and bullt-up town areas.Wherever it is found it is resident, but

1s locally migrant.Voice is deep and harsh caw or kag.

Breeding: It breeds,according to the locellity, from March to June, but
may start as early as December. The neat is a well-mads cup of twigs high

up in a tree.Eggs 3 to 4,dull green,spotted with brown.

HOUSE CROW -~ KAWA
Corvus splendens ,F.B.I.(11)

Coloured illustration: B.I.B.%k=3

Identification: Smaller than the Jungle Crow and with grey on its
head,upper back and kraxk breast. '

Habits: More numerous than the Jungle £mxw Crow in towns and villages,
Roost in large colonies. Voice © Harsh caw-caw.

Breeding:The nesting season is from December to Mays;a rough cup of twigs
i1s made.There may be several nests on a tree.Eggs 4to 5,pale blue-green,

speckled and streaked with brown.

TREEPIE == MOTRI

Crypsirina vagabunda,F.B.I.(26)

Illustration: B.I.B.=7
Identification:Long silver-grey tail(about 12 inches) with black borders
and tips. The entire length of the bird is 18 inches.The head,neck and

breast are sooty-brown: rest of the plumage 1s chestnut-reddish,black and

silver-grey on the wings.




wings.
Habits: In pairs and small parties; mainly arboreal.The flight is
Akxppx dipping X with alternate flapping of wings and glides. Vbice:Harsh

kee-kee or kheer-kheer with a musical Go-bo-link occasionally. The call

is more evident than the bird.
Breeding: April to July im when a rough saucer-shaped structure of twigs

i1s made.Eggs 3 to 5 pale salmon-whlte streaked with bright reddish-brown.

Family PARIDAE (Tits).
The tits are small birds with x limited power of flight as the wings
are weak and rounded. The feet are very strong and the bill is short and

stout. Feathers conceal with the nostrils.

GREY TIT --RAMCANGRA®Bengali)
Parus major, XxRXx F.B.I.(51)

Illustration: BR.J.B.=8

Identification: Size 6 inches.Sexes alike. Upper plumage blu’sh-grey with

white bars across the wings; lower plumage and cheeks white ; head,neck,
breast and a band down the centre of the abdomen black, giving it a
semblance of wearing a black collar and tie.

Habits: Singly,pairs or small flocks.Purely arboreal.Bold and cheerful
bird,very methodical in its feeding habits.It carefully examines all
branches and twigs for insects, and in doing so assumes many ecrobatic
postures, frequently hanging upside down.

Breeding: February-November.The mmxk nest is in a hole in a bank, tree

or wall.Eggs 3 to 6,pale pink with reddish-brown spots.

YELLOW=CHEEKED TIT ==
Parus xanthogenys,F.B.I.(76)

Illustration:B.I.B.=11

Identification: A greenish and yellow tit,differing from the previous
bird in having no collar but only a tie ; cheeks,sides of breast and
abdomen yellow; a pointed black crest.The female has greenish underparts
and the ventral band is dull olive-green.

Hablits:Arboreal, occurring in parties.Voice:Dekhe chi, a loud and joyous

whistle,
Breeding: April to September. Eggs 4 to 6 white boldly spotted with brown.




Family SITTIDAE (Nuthatches)

Minute-~sized birds which scurry up and down tree trunks and branches
for which purpose they have strong feet and stiff short square tails, The
bill is long and straight. Poor flyers though the wing is long and pointed.
The teail is used as a support for climbing up trees. The sexes are not
alike.,

VELVET-FRONTED NUTHATCH
Sitta frontalis,P.B.I.(119)

Illustration:-B.IT.B.-15

Identification: ° Upper plumage purplish=blue; lower plumage greyish-
lilac ; a black stripe along the forehead and behind the eyes; bill coral
red; eyes yellow. The black stripe is absent in the female.

Habité: In pairs or small parties; arboreal.Voice:Mouse-1ike chwit-

chwit, or twuil- twui.

Breeding: April-June.Nests in holes in trees.Eggs 4 to 5,white densely

speckled and blotched with red;

Family TIMALIIDAE (Babblers,Ioras and Chloropses)
Gregarious plain coloured birds with lax plumage are the babblers.They
have strong feet for hopping as they are ground birds. The Ioras and the
Chloropses are arboreml birds and are brightly coloured.They have weaker
feet than the babblers,but the bills of all the three are strong and

" pointed.

JUNGLE BABBLER - KUTCHEBUTHIA

Turdoldes somervillel ,F.B.I.(183)
Illustration: B.I.B. 15
Identification: A dirty brown bird with a fulvous abdomen.Eyes,legs
and bill yellow; all the feéthers and tails appear to be loosely held
toge ther.Sexes alike .Size 10 inches.

Hablits: Always found in small parties of six to-'a dozen. They are
commonly called the Seven Sisters. MNmx Nolsy active birds.Voice: Kach-bach.
Breeding: March to September. Nest'is a cup composed of grass,roots

and fibres,generally placed in bushes or on small trees. negs 5 to s,

torquoise blue in colour.




STRIATED BABBLER - BARA PENGA
Turdoldes earlii,F.B.I. (191)
Identification: Upper plumage brown tinged with white,giving 1t a =xzxx
striated appearance; lower plumage lighter in colour wlth dark stripes;
eyes and bill yellow; legs blackish.Size over 2 5 inches.Sexes alike,
Habits:Gregarious and noisy like the Jungle Babbler but being
xEmkxagunkiz & lover of water and marshy lands does not descend to the
ground as much as the other speciés» Voice :" Utters both a single
whistling note rapidly repeated and a loud trisyllabic whistle, keep
guiet,also repeated.Oates described the note as a sort of mew,rather
loud and extremely monotonous."(Smythies).
Found in grassy plains and marshy tracts.Chiefly insectivorous.
Breeding: Principally during the rains. The next is placed in reeds
near mershy places.It is an untidy structure of reeds and grasses.,

Eggs 3 to 4 ,deep blue in colour.

COMMON ABABBLER - CHOTA PENGA
Turdoides caudata,F.B.I.$192)
Illustration: B.I.B.~-19
Identification: Dirty brown bird with black streaks 1n upper plumage;
lower plumage lighter in colour.The bird has a long tail and a generally
untidy looks Size 9 inches.Sexes allke.
Habits: Gregarious in dry’open countryj;avolds heavy evergreen forest,
Voice: Low undertoned warbling whistle aﬁd a constant soft chatter.

Breeding: March to September,but may breed throughout the years. A

neat thick walled cup of grass in thorny bushes.Eggs 3 to 4,glossy blue.

RUFOUS-BELLIED BABBLER =
Dumetia hyperythra ,F.B.I.(229)
Illustration: B.I.B.=23
Identification: Size 52 inches.Sexes alike. Upper plumage olive brown;
lower plumage fulvous; tail cross-rayed;

Habits: Shy,sulky parties. Volce: Low but sharp Cheep=cheeps

Bresding : May to September but also throughout the year. Ball-shapad‘
nest of grasses and bamboo leaves on thorny bushes. Eggs 3 to 4 pink
with light reddish blotches.




YELLOW-EYED BABBLER = BARA PODNA
Chrysomma sinensis,F.B.I.(234)
Illustration =B,I.B.=-24
Identification: Size 7 inches;Sexes alike. Upper plumage ruddy chestnut;
under parts cream coloured,long tail; legs and eye-lids orange yellow;
bill black.
Hablts: Avoids forests, Flies better and more than other babblers,
This bird is an acrobat in climbing up and down reeds. Voice: A sweet

note,almost a song,Cheep,cheep,cheep,cheeps

Breeding: June to September. A deep ®f cup of grasses makes the nest
usually among crops,grasses and low trees. Eggs 3 to 4,pale yellowish or

pink,with light red speckles and spots.

SPOTTED BABBLER =
Pellorneum ruficeps,F.B.I.(240)

Identification: Size 6 inches.Sexes alike., Upper plumage olive brown;
whitish below with a rufous cap and heavily streaked breast, or spotted
with brbwn. Eyes red,bill brown,legs fleshy white.

Hablts: Frequents low bush,woods and bamboo Jungle, in small parties,
pairs or singly. It is mostly on the ground, and 1s inclined to be noisy.
Very difficult to observe as this bird hides itself on the slightest alarm,

Principally an insectivore this bird is a good songster.It makes two

calls, a clear whistle Wheat-ee-er and a loud note Chunk-chunk-chunk

(Lowther).

Breeding: March tb May. It makes a rough globe-shabed nest of leaves
and grass placed on the ground under bushes or stone.Eggs 3 to 4,very
pale green or yellowish white speckledvand freckled with reddish brown.

QUAKER BABBLER=
Alcippe poicephala,F.B.I.( é89)

Identification: Size 6 inches.Sexes alike. A sober olive -brown

babbler with a érey cap; rather tlt like in shape.

Habits: Prefers evergreen forest but may be found in deciduous tooe.
It wanders in small parties of seven to ten,hopping from sprig to sprig,
often climbing upside down in search of ihsects. Mainly insectivorous but

feeds on nectar of simul and other flowering trees.Voice: Harsh,rather
subdued Churr-churr.,
Breeding: Throughout the year,The nest is a flimsy cup of rootlets and

lichens between two saplings or on fork.Eggs 2 to 3,pale salmon with
EEt blotches of light red, " gg 5P




: 6
COMMON IORA = SHOUBIGI (Barsat-soral in Bengalil)

kg Aeglthina tiphia,F.B.I.(362)

Illus tration: B.I.B. =27

Identification:Size 5 inches.%= The male in breeding plumage has the
upper parts,wings and tail black, lower parts bright yellow,two white
bars across the wings.The blll,legs and feet are slaty blue. The female
has upper parts, wings and tail green; lower parts yellow and two white
bars on the wing.

Habits: Usually in palrs. Found in bushes and %mgz hedges and scrub

forest. Volce:A sweet whistle, wee-e-s=-e-tu.

Breeding: May to September. A shallow cup of grass makes the nest
wedged in the fork of a branch. Eggs 2 to 4 ,The eggs are of two colour
schemes; one with a pale,creamy or greyish-white irregularly marked with

grey.The other type is pink with reddish markings.

MARSHALL'S IORA-
Aegithina nigrolutesa,F.B.I.(366)

Identification: Slightly larger then the previous bird.Its size is 5%
inches, The male in breeding plumage has its back bright golden yellow;
the rest of its ﬁppof plumage is black with the lower plumage yellow.The
tail is tipped imxwkiim with white which is visible in flight. Outside the
breeding season xhzmxmaim all the black in the male's upper plumage reverts

to a greenish yellow.The upper plumage of the female is greenish yellow;

with rest of its plumage like that of the male outside the breeding season.

The eyes are dark brown,bill,legs and feet are plumbeous.

Habits: The general habits and voice of this bird are similar to that
of the Common Iora, but this bird shows a marked preference for thickets
along stretches of water, Insects form the main food of both the ioras.

Breeding: Same as of the Common Iora.

GOLD=FRONTED CHLOROPSIS= HURRIBAQBQngali)
Chloropsis aurifrons,F.B.I.(368)
Illustration:B.I.B. =28

Identification: The other name of the chloropses is leafbirds and that
describes them. Size 73 inches. The male is green and has yellow forehead
and throat and g black chin.The female 1s less brilliant generally, has
no gold collar; its crown is dull.Both have slender black curved bills.

Habits: In small parties,keeping mostly to tops of high trees in forests.
Its call is a low cheep while flying but its a wonderful mimic.

Breeding: May to August, The nest is a loose shallow cup of moss and
grass.Eggs 2 cream in colour with reddish brown markings. :




JERDON'S CHLOROPSIS~ HAREWA
Chloropsis jerdonii,F.B.I. (374)
Illustration-B.7.B.31
Identification:Length 7% inches.A beautiful green bird with a purple
moustache ,black chin and throat., In the female the black is replaced by
bluish-green.

Habits: Arboreal,frequenting light forest in parties,wandering into
gardens. A good mimic but in the breeding season the male calls "Beliesve
me'" repeatedlys.

Breeding:April to August. The nest is a deep cup of roots and grass,
slung like & hummock in the fork of a tree. Eggs 2,creamy white speckled
with black.

Family PYCNONOTIDAE {Bulbuls/)

Generally small birds with a crest;plumage varies,Bill short and

straight.Good fliers.Cheerful looking birdsx.

RED-VENTED BULBUL - BULBUL

Pycnonotus cafer, F.B.I.(399& 403)
Illustration: B.I.B.-32,
Identification: Size 8 inches.Sexes alike., A brown bird with scale-like

markings on breast snd back.Black head with a short crest.White rump and
crimson vent.

Habits: Arboreal birds of open countrys. Voice: Titi-ka-ka or Phi-kar

repeatedly.

Breeding: February to August. The nest is a neat cup,usually thin and

fraglle ,made of grass and placed in bushes and trees.Eggs 3 to 4 white with

deep pink or lilac tint.
RED-WHISKERED BULBUL=- KALA BULBUL
Pycnonotus jocosa,F.B.I.{(410,411)

Illustration:B.I.B.- 36.
Identification: Size 8 Inches.Ssxes alike.Prominent zraxkxzmid black crest

and crimson patches on cheeks.An interrupted black collar.
Habits: Small susteined but slow and jerky flight. Partial to forests.
Breeding: February to Septermber. The next i3 similar to the

previous birde Eggs 2 t0.4




WHITE-BROWED BULBUL =
Pycnonotus luteolus,F.B.I. (433)

Illustration: B.I.B.<39

Identification: Size 7 inches.Sexes alike.A crestless greenigh_brown
bird with pale underparts; prominent white fore&hesd and eyebrows.Pale
yellow vent.

Habits: Pairs frequent bush and scrub Jungle.Voice: A subdued
throaty Churr. Eats insects and berries.

Breeding: February to September. The nest is similar to other bulbuls.

2 to 44

Family C'RTHIIDAE$ Creepers)

Ceneral colour black or dark grey with spots and bars; Wwing long and
peinted; feet xmxy large and strong with long toes; tail nearly square;
slender bill curving downwardx, longer than the head. These birds are
quick and active in their movements and their general behaviour is similar
to that of the nuthatches. Fldght swift.Arboresl.

SPOTTED GREY CREEPER-
Salpornis spilonotus,F.B.I.(456)

Identification:Whole upper plumage,wings and tail black, spobted snd
barred with white.Lowsr plumage pale fulvous,barred with black.Chin and
throat white.Bill Black. Size § inches.Sexes alike. This small bird is
remarkably cesmouflaged and merges against the barks»of trees while hunting
for insects. It cannot be seen unless it moves.

labits: Very active and restless bird,fmEms fond of rumning up and
down trees.Though it has s whistling note it is rarely audible. It hunts

in emall parties and though & bird of the plains it frequents forests.,

Breeding: March to April. The nest is a shallow cup made of leaves,

bark,lichens,cemented with spider webs,placed on a horizontal branch-of
a tree supported by a vertical twig. Eggs 2 to 3, the ground is grey or

greenish white with brown spots and'markings all over.
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