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MUGCER  CROCODILE (CROCODYLUS PALUSTRIS)

IN ORISSA

Information collected bys Lala A: Ko Singh

Bhmx HMugger was bmeé a widely‘oncunring species in the State.
Information about its  ast occurrence are available from people from almost
a report that mugrers were present
Dandamakumdapur village of Puri distr
Rivers Mahanadi (Sembalpury Bolengir, Boudh-Khondnmal, Dhenkanal,
and Cuttack), Brahmani (Sundargarh, Dhenkenal, Vuttack), Baitarani
{eonihar), Subarﬁ&rvkha and Salandi (Balanore), Sileru~Saberi (Xoraput)
good

BNl csresesw were supporting/populations of the Mugger.

abitats weres Satlochia Corge and Kendrazpada area of the

Sighanadi, Banei area and Talcher of Brahmani and the present Jalanut amd (927
—_——————— i

Balimela reservoirs of Silerue

Satkoshia Gorges three muggers—(77-10%s= 2,1-3,0 m)s Stil11l residings
Located at intervals. ¥o eggs have been collected during 1975~1978. Have the
habit of making tummelse OCne juvenile, zbout 4 ft. (1.2 m) now lives in a
village pond of Chhamundia, besides the ¥ghanadi. Tts size shows fhat the
Ruggers have bred at least during or before 1975- Apart from these four
wild muggers, two muggers have entered the river after escaping from the
conservation unit at Plkerpada,.

s

Lower NMehanadi: A1l three species were present; most abundant were
the mugger and the Saltwater crocodile. Hany legends have originated from
this area. Pahapa Wadi, now a dead tributary of the Mahanadi mmm was a famous
place for crocodiles, particularly the muggers Now completely extincts
Brabmanis ilso extincts The river near Katarapada village,
close to ‘Falcher, is called "Fumbhira Khai"” as many crocodile, muggers and
gharial, were present in this area.
Silerus 5till presenty In 1977 a 4! juvenile was caught and brought
dead to Nandanakanane Needs a proper surveys Jyﬂwazlﬁnﬂmf

t

liame in Oriyas Gamuha Kumbhira, Matia Kumbhira, Kumbhirs.
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