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THE MUCH CROCODILE (CrocoDyLUs PaLcsT?Is)t

IN ORISSA

Information collected bys Lala Ae Ke Singh

Snax Muggsr was once 53 widely ooctmring species in the State.
Information about its past ocourrence are available from people from alnost
all the districts of the State. 'There 4s 2 'report that mugrers were.present
in large numbers in a village pond of the Dandamalundapur village of Puri distr-.
dicts Kivers Mahanadt (Sambal pur, Bolengir, Boudh-Zhondeally Dhenkanaly
Puri and Cuttack)» Brahnend ¢ cmdereerh, Uhenkenal1, "utteck), Baitarant

(Keonjhar) Subarnarckha and Salandd (Ralanore), Sileru-Sabert (Xoraput)
ana coeweese were supportingpropmlations of the Mugeers

Beast habitate weres Saticoshia Gorge and Kenérepadn area of the

Balimela reservoirs of Silerue
ne

Satkoshia Gorges three mugrers= (7102 261~3»0 me Still residings
Lecated at intervals. No eggs have been collected during 1975-1978. Have the

habit of making tunnelse (ne juveniles about 4 ft. (le2m) now lives ina
village pond of Chhamundia, besides the Its size shows that the

Huggers have bred at least during ov before 1975 Avart from these four
wild nugeerss 'two mugzera have entered the river after escaning from the

conservation unit at Mkerpadas

Lower Mahanadi All three specion were present; most abundant were

the mugger and the Saltwater crocodiles. Nony Legends have originated from

this area. Pahone "Madi, now a desd tributary of the wahanedl BER Was a famous

place for crocodiles, particularly the muggers Now completely extincte
s also extinots The river near Katarapada village,

close to falcher, ks called Khai" as many crocodile, muggers and

gharial, were present in this areas

Silerug Still presents; In 1977 a 4* juvenile was caught and brought

'lahanadi, Bane area and Talcher of Brahneand and the Jalanut and 2

dead to Nandanakanane Needs & proper surveys

Name in Oriyas Gamuha Kumbhira, Metia Kumbhiray Kunbhiras
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