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PEOPLE HELPING
PEOPLE TO
HELP THEMSELVES

Citizens Clearinghouse for
Hazardous Wastes, Inc.
An Environmental Crisis Center
P.O. Box 926, Arlington, VA 22216

(703) 276-7070




WHAT IS THE
CITIZENS CLEARINGHOUSE
FOR HAZARDOUS WASTES?

CCHW is the only national environmental
organization which was started and is led by
grassroots leaders. CCHW was founded in 1981
by Love Canal leader, Lois Gibbs. Thousands of
people contacted Lois at Love Canal, as the
efforts of her and her neighbors captured national
attention and proved, for the first time, that
chemical hazards is an issue that not affects us all,
but can and must be addressed by each of us.
CCHW’s principles and way of working are based
on the lessons learned at Love Canal. At Love
Canal, we learned that the best policy comes from
the bottom, up, from grassroots’ efforts when the
people who are most directly affected speak for
themselves. While other groups lobby for changes
in national and state policy, CCHW sticks to the
principle that people can and must speak for
themselves and devotes all of its energies and
resources toward helping them do that most effec-
tively. In that approach, CCHW is unique among
all groups working on the environment today!

For most people, CCHW is a crisis center. It’s
CCHW they call when people find out other
approaches don’t work! It’s CCHW they call
when they want an honest answer about whether
their well water is safe to drink when tests show it
contains certain chemicals. It’s CCHW they call
when they hear the local dumpsite is leaking and
officials say ‘‘there’s no cause for alarm.”’ It’s
CCHW they call when a company announces its
plan to build an unsafe facility in their
neighborhood. It’s CCHW they call when govern-
ment officials announce a ‘‘clean-up’’ plan that
doesn’t clean up anything! It’s CCHW they call
when they discover that policymakers are more in-
terested in political or economic self-interest than
the facts!




THE PROBLEM IS
LARGER THAN MOST
PEOPLE THINK. ..

As many as 100,000 waste sites need clean-up
action. It’s already too late for some communities
where large-scale relocations have been ordered,
places like Love Canal, Times Beach (MO),

/27 Ciudad Christiana

(Puerto Rico), Kent

~ (WA), Savannah Place

(Augusta, GA), Globe

(AZ) and more each day.

CCHW is working in

communities all across

North America to help residents identify and clean

up problems before it’s too late, before they
become ghost towns.

Despite massive, exist-
ing problems, companies D A N G E R

and government agencies HAZARDOUS

still propose new, unsafe WASTE SITE

facilities. Many of these

proposed sites are sites

deliberately targeted for

low-income, rural communities, majority Black,
Hispanic or Native American population. This
must be stopped.

@& bage ‘‘crisis,”’ usually of

!‘9‘& local government’s own

= @ creation. Their ‘‘answer’’

—2 is to build mass-burn

incinerators, often giving

them fancy names like ‘‘Resource Recovery

Centers.”’ Unfortunately, these incinerators create

more problems than they solve and CCHW is

dealing with this ‘“crisis’’ through a new program
of public education and community organizing.




PEOPLE ARE DIRECTLY
BEING AFFECTED. ..

Children often suffer
the most and have the
highest risk from toxic
exposure. For example,
almost two dozen chil-
dren developed leukemia
from industrial chemi-

cals in their drinking water. In the Silicon Valley,
CA, children throughout the community were
born with birth defects after ‘‘clean’’ high-tech in-
dustries polluted water. The same story was
repeated in Morrison, CO; Jacksonville, Ark.;
New Bedford, MA; Tucson, AZ; Butte, MT and
elsewhere.

In Triana, AL, residents ate catfish from a local
pond (contaminated by chemicals), got sick and
were found to have the highest measured levels of
the deadly pesticide DDT in their blood.

Dioxin is the most tox-
ic chemical known to

man and is a by-product
of incineration and both @
comes out the smoke-

stack and remains be-
hind in the flyash.
Despite this, incinerators are bemg proposed as
the ‘“‘answer’’. In Europe, incinerators have been
shut down after dioxin was found in the mothers’
milk of women living near incinerators. Times
Beach was evacuated because of dioxin con-
tamination. This, too, must stop!

All across the country, people report rashes, ill-
nesses, cancer, birth defects and deaths from toxic
exposure. Drinking water supplies have been
declared unfit to drink. Lives have been ruined,
some have been lost. Unless people stand together
and fight—mistakes will be repeated. Grassroots
people who have organized and taken a stand have
produced results, but so much more needs to be
done! And CCHW will be there to help!




WHAT CCHW DOES...

INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

CCHW collects information on chemicals and
their effects, various disposal methods, tech-
nology for cleanup, activities of generators and
disposal companies and the work of many
organizations working on the problem. We digest
the information, convert it to ‘‘plain language”’
that people can use! We link groups with similar
problems or interests and help them find qualified
resource people and organizations. We use our
two newsletters (EVERYONE’S BACKYARD
and ACTION BULLETIN) as tools to educate,
stimulate new thinking and create an effective
working network. We have over 3 dozen, plain
language citizens’ guidebook on a wide variety of
topics.

ORGANIZING ASSISTANCE
AND OUTREACH

CCHW helps people fight for their rights, for
their homes and families, by providing direct, one-

on-one assistance. We help people figure out what
needs to be done and how to do it. Often this in-
volves going to their community to conduct train-
ing programs and community meetings. And we
follow through until residents are confident that
they can win their fight!

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

The average person often lacks the confidence
and background to understand the nature and ex-
tent of toxic problems or to evaluate the threat
posed by an unsafe facility. We help people over-
come this problem by direct help in reviewing
technical material. We not only review and com-
ment on technical reports local residents send us,
but we also do on-site visits, teach people how to
do their own analysis and provide resource
materials, as well as referrals to qualified experts.

CCHW is a non-profit, tax-exempt organiza-
tion. We count on individuals, organizations,
churches and foundations for their tax-deductible
support for our existence. We do not seek or ac-
cept grants from government or from industries
that pollute!




Y ES ' I want to fight the improper disposal of toxic wastes and help suffering families.

e Include me as a member of CCHW. Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation.
(0 $25 regular membership (J $35 for citizens’ groups or sponsoring individuals
[J$50! for sustaining members* [ $150 for corporations/institutions or individual patrons*

(J$1000 for lifetime members* [J $35 for the newsletter only (non-member)
[J Other

*Individual donors of $50 or more receive a free, autographed copy of Love Canal: My Story by Lois Marie Gibbs. All members receive CCHW’s
quarterly newsletter, Everyone’s Backyard.

Name

Address

Charge my VISA/Mastercard (circle one) # Expiration Date

Signature:
CITIZEN'S CLEARINGHOUSE FOR HAZARDOUS WASTES, INC.
POST OFFICE BOX 926, ARLNGTON, VIRGINIA 22216




WHY SHOULD YOU
BECOME INVOLVED?

e To help save a family from needless suffering
and perhaps save a child’s life.

To protect our soil, air and drinking water from
being destroyed for future generations and to
provide a healthy future for our children.

Because you may already be affected. People at
Love Canal and other sites were not aware of a
pollution problem in their communities until
living there for years—years too late.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Be informed—get involved.

Join an environmental group in your area and
support your local group in their fight for a
clean environment.

Write your Representatives and support new
regulations which control toxic waste produc-
tion, transport, treatment, and disposal.

Support the Clearinghouse so we can continue
to help you and others who desperately need our
assistance.

Find out if there are hazardous waste sites near
your home or in your community. CCHW has a
list of most of the waste disposal sites in the
country.




WHAT ARE THE SOLUTIONS?

CCHW and the grassroots movement against
toxics have made major progress towards its first
goal of ending land disposal of toxic waste. But
there’s no time to celebrate, because many solu-
tions favored by industry and government—such
as incineration—are nearly as bad! The longterm
answers proposed at CCHW’s First National
Grassroots Convention on environmental hazards
(May 31-June 1, 1986) call for policies to:

e REDUCE the amount of waste that is created,
aiming for elimination;

CHANGING production methods so waste that
can’t be handled safely is no longer made;

RECYCLING and REUSE of wastes that can’t
be eliminated;

Complete DESTRUCTION, through in-
novative technologies, of wastes that can’t be
reduced, eliminated or recycled;

PERMANENT CLEANUP of existing sites,
not by simply digging it up and take it ‘‘some-
where else’’ (often another leaking dump in a
low-income, minority community) but on-site
destruction and neutralization, using new
technologies that have been created.

Promote creative ways to help companies
change their practices to PREVENT POLLU-
TION, using proven methods of waste reduc-
tion that even help companies prosper!

WE can meet the challenges of the future! We
can cleanup sites that have already been con-
taminated. WE can help victims of toxic exposure
fight for justice. WE can prevent new mistakes
from being made and the same, old mistakes from
being made over and over again. To do all of this,
it’ll take people, resources and it will take your
help!




