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SURVEY OF INDIGENQUS CROP DIVERSITY IN KUTCH AND PARTS OF
BANASKANTHA DISTRICTS IN GUJARAT

INTRODUCTION

ere 1s a worldwide l over the loss of the diversity of

e gemetlc recoyrees. rticular worry is the substitution of

diverse set of genet variable crop landraces by a few
Geqetlcallyfun;:orwmmo‘e rieties (Bellon 1998;Brush,1991;Harlan
1992) . The need to conserve this dlveZSltV has been recognized as
important for many decades. It has translated into the creation of
gene bankd avound the world, 1.e., ex situ conservation (Hawkes
98 Pluckiott o .,1987) . Lately, on-farm conservation has been
advocated as a comp. tary method to ex situ conservation (Bellon
1997; Internaticnal lant Genetic Resource Institute 1993;Brush
Toot - Albiert & Merrick 1987}

Gn<farm conservation of plant genetic resources can be defined as
the continued cultivation and management of a diverse set of crop
Poptidt lans by farmers In the ;grcecosystem where a crop has
evolved. This set may include the weedy and wild relatives of the
crop that may be present together with it,and in many instances
folerated It d= dynamic and is5 dimed  dfb maintaining the
evolutionary processes that continue to shape this diversity. It is
based on the recognition that, historically, farmers have developed
and nurtured crop genetic diversity and that this process still
continues among many farmers in spite of socioeconomic and
technological changes. It emphasizes the role of farmers for two
reasons: (1) crops are not only the result of natural factors, such
& mutation and natural Selection; but also and particulariy, of
Human selection and management; and (2) in the last instance,

farmers’ decisions define whether these populations are maﬂntalned
or disappear (Bellon 1997)

The A51a‘Eac1 ie region s the most Ehickly populated part of the
Woir e Th=s region o Junigue o in that agriculture hHas been
svstenaeieco 1y praoticed  feor the pagt 65500, years. Over the
millennia a variety of native (1-digenous\ and introduced species
bave co-cvolved with fthe 'different kinds and intensities of
qgrLCULLdYQ and have become an integral part of this man-modified

o=yeEem: (Danicls: 1995). A knowledge of the occurrence and
Eunctioning of indigetous crop diversity in these wman- made
landscapes is absolutely essential for any programme on sustainable
agriculture and development. With the advent of advanced bio-
technological facilities measu*lng biodiversity at levels lower
than that of species viz. organismal and genetic is being pursued
(Daniels 1995) .
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AGRICULTURE IN GUJARAT

The Gujarat state has 53%
47% under cash crops.

As
working population depended on agriculture which contributed nearly

half of the Gross Nation
crops largely depend upon
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under high yielding var
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(Gadgil =& v Guhe « 7 992,
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ites of Indus walkley civilization
remains from the great alluvial
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ossypium sps. and European
SpS. \Allchln 1969}
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STUDY AREA

Initially the Kutch and
surveyed.

OBJECTIVES

1. Know the indigenous crop

Banaskantha.
2..Creb variety inventory

METHODS
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PROPOSED BUDGET

SALARY

DURATION
(MONTHS)

@ne doeal

(as and wh
Rs.100/day

TRAVEL

- - y
Air/Rail /Road

Hiring a Jeep/Taxi
(Foxr field work)
@ Rs.1000/day

ACCOMMODATION

fFicld & durin

MISCELLANEOQUS
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Xeroxing
Telecommunication
Plastic bags

Phote f£ilme
Processing

First aid

Any other unforseen
expenditure

REPORT WRITING

i ‘J/

Rupees
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AMOUNT
(RUPEES)
08,000
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