Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034. India.
Phone: Off : Tel : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-314064 Res: 040-315683

12 January, 1997

Mr. Humayun Abdulali

3, New Reshma Apartment
13, Pali Hill

Bandra (W)

MUMBALI 400050

Dear Abdulali Sahab

Wz&m/éw WWﬁfM ZAO{W./VM c%%z/‘ é)/z} -a 7997 desh calerdars

Another mystery! This time its a race of Motacilla alba!

Today, with 2 other friends, I went birdwatching at Pocharam Lake, Medak Dt., AP.
There were two wagtails of the above species which had a black back, black cap, white
forehead, white sides of head and neck (including the lores region) and a black bib. I have a
sketch (done on the spot) in by field note-book.

The only 2 races (Handbook: vol. 9 p. 288) which have a black back are alboides and
leucapsis. The former has black ear-coverts, while the latter, white ear-coverts. The birds we
saw certainly did not have black ear-coverts.

Though all this concerns a sub-species of M. alba, 1 think it 1s interesting. This race,
leucopsis, 1s reported from N.E. India, with the western-most record from E. Uttar Pradesh. Also
Andaman Islands (ibid. p. 294). I have gone through the plumage descriptions of the other sub-
species of M. alba, but cannot find a solution - to the distribution question. Could it be that this
sub-species 1s more widespread in India, than actually recorded in literature? And which
geographical limit is actually ‘restricted” by the lack of enough specimens in our museum
collections?

We also saw a specimen of M. a. dukhunensis. Or could it be baicalensis? The two
being undistinguishable in winter, whereas in summer the former has a black chin! Again,
distribution (or rather, a lack of enough specimens) seems to be a stumbling block. The BNHS
collection has a specimen of the former from Cumbum Valley, Kurnool Dt. (JBNHS 92(3): 354).
[T don’t think there is a Cumbum in Kurnool Dt., but there is one in Ongole Dt. (or Prakasam Dt.,
as it is also called!) approx. 15° 6’N 79°1’E. This information is given on the strength of 41/
India Directory of Postal Index Numbers. Dept. of Posts, India, 1992 (fallible!)]. There 1s
another specimen (Female) collected by N. Majumdar, from Birsaipet, Adilabad Dt. 16 Feb 1978.
[Majumdar, N. (1984): Records of the ZSI. Miscellaneous Publication Occasional Paper No. 65.
On a collection of birds from Adilabad District, Andhra Pradesh. 7SI pps. 1-63’].

At least this species of Motacilla has some decorum about plumage! I would not want to
differentiate wintering races of flava!

Wmmmﬁté&ﬁwﬂmt@yaﬁm% Abdelate/

Yours ;@cerely

12 January, 1997




3, New Reshma Apartment,
13, Pali Hill, Bandra (W),
Mumbai - 400 050.

Tel. : 648 3006
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Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034. India.
Phone: Off : Tel : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-314064 Res: 040-315683

6 February, 1997

Mr. Humayun Abdulali

3 New Reshma Apartment
13 Pali Hill, Bandra (W)
MUMBAI 400 050

Dear Abdulali Sahab,
Greetings and thanks for yours of 3rd instant!

The deeper one gets into the study of birds, their complexity (confusion ?!) increases! Wagtails,
pipits, larks! Anyway, I hope Dr. Unnithan can throw some ‘light’ on these birds.

Will write shortly about the Baya.

The record of Gyps fulvus, in Mayura, included in the list of birds from Andhra Pradesh, bgSides
being a citation of various sources (which not withstanding), is also based on a sightecord by
me. I enclose a photocopy of the pertinent page from my field-notes, wherein a spot sketch of the
bird was done. Could it be possible that this bird extends the term ‘vagile’ to its limits? As you
will note, just one bird was noted in a flock of 65+, which was grouped together on the ground. I
sat in my car, across the road from them, c. 100ft.-125ft. away, and watched with a good pair of
binoculars. I saw another bird the next day.

We feel priveleged to send a copy of Mayura to you and receive your comments. Please do not
think of membership of the BSAP, etc., for the copies are “with compliments” of the Society.
We send a copy of Mayura to the library and the Hon. Secretary of the BNHS, but have not
written to the latter for an arrangement to exchange the Journal for a copy of Mayura. Perhaps
we will do something to this effect soon.

With best wishes toyyou and Mrs. Abdulali;

Yours sincerely

encl: photocopy of field-note.

07-02-1997
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Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road Ne. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3352269 Fax : 040-3356064 Res: 040-3350683

Ref: Yours of 28/8/1997

2 September, 1997

Mr Humayun Abdulali

3, New Reshma Apartment
13, Pali Hill

Bandra (W)

MUMBALI 400 050

Dear Abdulali Sahab, Greetings !

The Jungle Myna is not found around Hyderabad. I will keep your enquiry in mind and get back to
you whenever there 1s news of the bird from Andhra Pradesh.

The Blackthroated Weaver Birds have bred again this year, in 3-4 colonies. Large flocks of 300-400
birds were also seen, almost all the males sporting the white face plumage we saw last year. Iam
writing a note for the Journal and though it is quite incomplete, I am enclosing it for your perusal. I
am waiting for information from some birdwatchers in north India which I hepe will throw more light

on this rather mysterious issue. Ihope they send the info. soon.
With best wishes and regards,

Yours sincerely

Encl: Rough manuscript of Note on Blackthroated Weaver Bird.

02-09-1997




3, New Reshma Apartment,
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Bandra (W)
MUMBAI 400050

Dear Abdulali Sahab,

Ahmed Abdul Azizis awa :\,
ge to himm no sooner t
Shikar is banned only on paper. es by the name of poaching now.

Tigers are on the dechne eve rvwher W xld oW ’l numbers are largely not

yred, but many reports come 1 aboﬂ hunting parties. Wuj boar _mri

: s seem to have grown considerably. ¢
we d come (o snom them, pIOI[lIde to gdmu a band 01 beaters in nd]i an nom‘
He was apparently sick of them destroying his groundnut fieldst I will however
give vou a better account shortly.

Hope you are keeping well, as also Mrs Abdulali.
With best wishes and regards

Yours sincerely

J
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encourage enthusiasts into becom@lproficient in the art of bird identification,
wildlife-related conservation activities (Asian Waterfowl Census, tiger census,

participate in various bird- and
eic.), and
¢) publish regularly, the Society’s newsletter, MAYURA and bulletin, PITTA.
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