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Fig. r91 — THE EARTH’S ATMOSPHERE. Altitudes are shown on
the left, temperatures on the right. The D, E and F layers are
the various ionised layers of air which make up the iono-
sphere. It will be noticed that the aurorae stretch over a wide
range. The satellite shown is the first Sputnik, which was
launched in 1957, but the orbits of some other Earth-orbiting

satellites are even further out than this.


