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JBeloved and Respected Professor,

“]E, your devoted students and fellow-workers, beg leave
to offer you our profound homage on the eve of your
retirement from the services of the Indian Institute of

Science, Bangalore.

On this occasion we crave your permission to recall the
magnificent record of your career in this Institute. Sixteen
fruitful years have borne eloquent testimony to the original-
ity and versatility of your genius as physicist and what is
equally significant, as an inspiring teacher. We are filled
with admiration when we think of the dynamic energy and
the mellow wisdom so characteristic of your rich personality.
We shall always cherish grateful memories of our associa-
tion with you and of our participation, in however small a
measure, in your great achievements.

You have created and sustained the Department of
Physics in the Institute. With characteristic vision and
determination you have organised a first-rate Physics Labo-
ratory and laid the foundations for a school of research.
Within a short period, your name and work have brought
great renown to this school, and your laboratory has
naturally become a place of pilgrimage for scientists.

During the fifteen years that the Department of Physics
has been functioning as a centre of independent and co-
ordinated scientific investigation, more than a hundred
students have been initiated into research. Many of them
have taken the doctorate degree in science, and now occupy
responsible positions as Professors in Universities, Meteoro-
logists and Scientific Officers. Your students trained in the
high intellectual and scientific, yet free and cordial, atmo-
sphere created by your presence have imbibed from your
personal example the spirit of self-discipline, independence
and love of work. They are your valuable and precious
gifts to the nation, and they would undoubtedly prove worthy
of your inspired teaching.

Rich in wisdom, noble in feeling, courageous in outlook
and transparent in sincerity, you are now retiring Sir, from
this Institute, after a period of unremitting service in the
cause of science. We know that this retirement for you
does not mean rest, for in the words of the poet, you are
determined * not to pause, but to strive, to seek and to find”.
We therefore rejoice that the free Government of India has
elected you as the First National Research Professor. This
recognition is no doubt gratifying to us; but your greatness
in our eyes transcends these marks of public distinction.
Great as you are, in the domain of pure thought, great
and lovable you remain, for ever, to us by your endearing
personality.

We also beg leave to offer our homage to Lady Raman
who has been taking a kindly interest in our personal wel-
fare and progress. She has indeed been a mother to us all;
she will be leaving a void in the social life of the Institute,

oxpg - which is hard to fill.

{é§ We shall be missing your presence from these familiar
haunts and scenes of your activity, and the lustre shed by the
halo of your radiant personality on the Department of

Physics. We are, however, heartened by the faith that in
the new sphere of duties to which you have been called,
you will endeavour to further the cause of scientific research

in the country.

May we be allowed to bid you godspeed in your activi-
ties in the newly founded Raman Research Institute. We
pray to God to grant Lady Raman and you long life, health
and happiness.
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We beg to remain,
Respected Professor,
Your affectionate students and colleagues,

The Past and Present Members of the
Physics Department

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE
BANGALORE
27th December 1948
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