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COMMON INDIAN WEEDS

CULTIVATED LANDS

OF

1. ACANTHOSFERMUM HISPIDUN, DC., W.O. Compositeae, C.N. Star
Burr. an annual, founa in medium to light soils. Common

throughout ©western India. Avsears during the hharif. Invades
grass, crop,and garden lands. Bears spiny one seeaed fruits
which are easily disseminated by cattle ana man. uccurs in
most cultivated crops. Hand pulling in early stage is best
means of removal. Chaar’ .a An

AR
ANTUS ef INOSUS, Linn., N.O. Amarantaceae, ‘V.N. Katal

Cah, Thorny}, An annual commonly occurring throughout central
end Peninsular India. appears in all seasons put more curing
rains. Found in orchards, garden lands,ana cultivated crops
and waste lands. Can tolerate drought. Seeds profusely which
are easily aispersed. Its tender leat and succulent stems are
eaten by sheep, goat,and cattle. Hoeing and hanc-weeding
before the plant runs to seed can keep the weed in check.

3. ANGEMONE brAIC&NA, Linnd. N.0. Papaveraceae, Vv .W.” Sharband,
Cw. wexicahn toppy or iricely poppy. An ansual herb of
American orisin wrich has spread throughout India. sears asnhy-
green spiny leaves with ragged edge una bright yellow flowers.
The prickly capsule bears numerous brown, mustard like seed
which are scattered easily. it invades crop lands and is found
in all crops. In north Indaia this weed seriously contaminates
wheat and mustard crop. In several varts of India the weed is
encouraged to grow. In Uttar Pradesh and tihar the seed of
this weed is used for adulterating sarson or mustard. Ine seed
contains the alkaloid “argemonin" which causes cropsy, a
serious disabilitating disease in man. The weed can easily be
controlled by hoeing or hand weed in carly stages

ene
by

preventing it to set seed. a eee of 2,4-
rovipl

and 2,4,5-I is
effective in killing the weedy “ nyc Ie

sara
berth PO tr cece dh tke: a avet ht cap ah La ref le oad * 3

deAly b Vere
. wns tte” aRAnVE DD IS

SO
thh ot. CHa Perese.” an annual

herd resemoling sarson (E.campestris var., Sarson rrain).
Founc commonly throushout north Incia in loany Ss:soils. Conta-
minates rabi crops such as. wheat, mustard ana eran. Grows
abundantly —on bunds around fields end foot-paths. seeds
profusely, easily disseminated. Can be checkeca by clean
cultivation and hand-weeding.

pe
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=

5. Civ
SPlailepatel Bleb., N.O. Composjteae, V.N. Kantiari,Foli, Foliyan, C.w. Wild sarflower. <Anbett annuel nerb Pound

competing s riously with other crovs esp .cielly wheat in the
north. Occurs in toderatcly dry vlaces, is nardy, vrows with
sinter croos anc causes wuch damage and loss to crop. Can ‘te
eradicated by apslication of sodiun salt of 294-0 when it
affects cereal crop For mixed crop, hoeing “And hand weeding
should be auopted.“Et

6. CELUSTIA sholaTha, Linn., N.O. Amarantaceae, V.il. Sufaid
murga or sarwari, C.s. Cock's com> or guail grass. an annual
which ccecurs comionly in dry or rainfed crons on mediun to
light sotis. Infestation carn be so ssrlious as to smother a
crop. “eeds profusely end the seed conteminates grein of wheat
ana other cereal crops. Cuttle, zoacv and sheep readily eat the
plant even when ip seed which avs Cisseminated througn their
voiding. Seed remains dormantin tre soil until the next rains.
Can be exterminatedby uprooting or hoeing in early stage
before onset of flowering.
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NT Torrsr 7 wene Py ean vy Re7. Glenurelotee shou, Lint., ..u. Chenopovliserae, Yeu. gethu Jag,
C.N. bemb's Guaericrs. a Sienacr aistriputed
fron tic vropies to wie ceunerate Ulirow qsiue
wis yeur Of oll s.oills cxecept anarsmy apeeu. aif a Gary ory
Ciao. or core od

re Ped ie. 7 ~ Toe . . . ~
de . bf tthe TTF ee a, 4 a5 oe adn a oy ste Bay TT 4 yyy vs,CEU IN In mlmecnaL rradesn curing the rains. It con he
controlled by clean cultivation or by use of socium salt or° v of a . 6ester of T,4-b cm@bApe To. 2b), Aah 4 be Ur Joey mvie -

Se i ei Lb, Convolvulscese, Veo. Linon
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OL ~fO¥e Pane, Of aoe oboe a
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ave Touns to occur as far apart es Travancore in the south to
dimachal rradéesh in the north. 4 mt weed not easy
bO SUbpress unless the undersround stem is kilies. Frovaset.sDou by ssec and Unvergrounc stéeg. Cun be eradicated by sppli-

ay te Dee ~ fF oe i RTcation of os GR yor Le Nok mane Ih Shute UR
l any aa aA ) oh, be wid - >

oo we bes Lulses GLU
gv

ae Sus La: ali,C.e. 2erTduue grasu or tabheme grass. a perennial grass weed with
ah soo PPG Tos Sy

nodes of serial stews end by underground rhigone. Cccurs in
e *
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vo _ 4

5
te

wh See atl le

Propagates both oy seed and vegetative paris Wes dense aerial
growth ana ramifying underground stem it smothers the crop in

which it, occurs, De@p sumner ploughing and turnins over of clods
|

to tne wundersy-7md parts, Reeps the grass in check.
x LB Ste ding Ny area te a dante MM TOL BL, ab Setar, Fars

Mens hemtuy Pe
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7, Coingrebdos My, we. Cnenopuciserse, Veu. ZEthU lag,
C.N, uetib's usrters. a Slender emnual herb videly csistvisutec
f: - GEOL = ahmolova.
tn Sb OTL

Cas

crops. DL. the whiGal
Guo lf. seeds tris
tea in hilis 2 are]
controlled b 0

* ester of 7,4 1 lo“Ne pe +

JS, Linn., - Convolvuleceae, Voir. Ziran
SSEnaeed « u perennial creeplig hero capavle

;
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do under adverse ecological
wear, os eatypivulus
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D. CxivDON Dalla, rels., n.~C, Gramineae
Catt e -ergude SPGss or Labama Exe ss. id ie :

juem cranchea and undervround ste Spreads by rootins au
noaes of aeriel stens ead |

under
geround rhizome. Occurs in

mediu bo meavy solis une Ss in better soils. The uncer-
aie ,grou Sten vo my wato uyvo feae som

Loti wy seed and vese tavive saves is a
wth ena

©

benifying underground stem it smothers
a it,,OCCIrs, Deép summer ploughing end turning over of clods

theeee pares, eeps the erass1
4 ebiye. Deo

the oly ecornorie method of control.
_heayy-aeses--6fC4 (Trichlor acetic

se—wethod SHpEHSEVe. troy ved
Lamad by Ig

woe4 Aeeee ioe serene bd My watihes 3 relyxt | Although a troublesome weed of cultivation it provides"a excellent forage to catvle and norses. Clean cultivation can
keep it off arable lanas. e

N.C. Cyperaceae, Vew. Lavala,
& peveniilal hers distributed

C all crops both dry and irrigated.
I, afestation severe in irvigated crops anc in ‘ioist scils.

ft. or more. The undergrourd stem forms nuts or
rvalis of a few inches frow vwhicr new aerial2 e

,
4 are developed which bear flower end fruits. Tuber con-

teins | stores fooé, which nelps to tide over severe saverse
.

cong itionns end remains dormant for considereble period. Stands
desfigstion anc sprouts as soon as moist concition prevails.
4 protific seeder which spread easilyey wind and water. Propa-
sates both by seed and nut. Nuts are und to develop upto
depts of 18 to 24 inches which comeadby turning of soil during
ploughin-. 4A most *2°*torlt cc acte caovplctely eradiccte.

, severity of infestation can, nowever, be checked by constant
me nand weeding, hoesng and deep ploughing with erposure cf clods

to sun
unstunnerk®appears throughout the year even when only

Binge' moisture is. present in the soil. Application of
oFCyan, 1 fective but repeated applica ticn js necessary to

keep lt undet check,

11
Sip anti© eICnuokN IA CHASSIPES, Solms., N.O. Pontederiaceae, C.N. Water

b yy Beruioceter hyacinth, Ferennial floating, rooted acquatic weed found gene-
rally in ponds, |citer1e8, canals, end slow flowing rivers. Distri-
bat Oo trraaynont Tides we Ta oe Sertous lehsce to rice cuktiva-
tion in vest Bengal. Chokes up canals and water ways enc
Serivusly Lup dus dpidgacvion dveinage. walei collects in
the hollow of its leaves which serve as breeding ground for
HMaLaliaG UWGOQuULlG. nmuatipides sOoL Vapddly Loti Ly geod and
vegetative parts. Seed or nut is used as food and the ornamental

. flowers are used for decoration. The succulent stem is fed to



as sreen manure. The weed is susceptible to
ileal clearing is only partly successful in keeping
r

atile
?

1it i “Ome infesting cultivatec ereas.

1 int alt., m.G. Euphorbiaceae, C.w. “ilk weed

CH

Lost comiuon enna t of prostrate habit occurring in crop and
“arden lends. tas a wide distrisucion in reninsular India. Frodguces
numerous viny secds which eerminate when sufficient soisture

: becomes availacole. sever:1 species of
eauhorels

occur as weeds.
2

. the cetmmon are zeniculeba, opie Pe, wethynifolia,\ ~ L.hirta, E.Linifolia, ete. seecause of ease of multiplicacion
the weed is dilvricult to suppress. ‘the seed remains viabie for
very long periods. Clesn cultivation enc continuous weeding

- keeps it in check. Control by chemicals is effective but repeated“ applications are necessary.

As. IPOMMA MURICATA, Jacg., N.O. Convolvulaceae. a trailing herb.
Comes up with the rains and is found in fodder

CPORS, hedges and
alonz bunds of cultivated fields. Can be suppressed by spraying

sel

Jo Tustin meen eaTH. LanTava CAMARA, tinn., N.0, Verbenaceae, V.i. Tantani. aA

perennial shrub with rouch ntvea leaves and rough stem with
numerous lenticels. Common thrdughout India. Can grow under
variable climatic anc edsphie conditions and is founa urto
3000' altitude. In some parts of the country, it causes serious
inverference to cultivation oy its invasion necessitating
abandoninys the land f¥Mcultivation. Forze dense undersrowth
specially of teak forests. The tap root penetrates deep into
the soil and the stem forms underground suckers. Froauces abun-
dant seeds. the sweet berries containing the sced are vaten by,
birds and Gispersec throusk their drovvings. Propagates both by
seed and sucxers. Burnin: ana mechenical clearence has no effect
unless thé underground vesetative part gets destroyed. Apylica-
tion of 2,4-D to tender stem of fresh growth of pruned plants
kills the plant.

‘Png. LATHY!US APnaACd, uinn., A.O. Leguminoseae, Siub.order
Papalionaceae, V.N. Rewari, A weak stemmeaq trailing ennusl herb
found in northern India upto an altitude of 7c00 ft. Affects
wheat, gram and other rabi crops. Yhe plant coils around wheat
and other crop plents it infests and prevents their development.
Proparates by seed. Ester or sodium salt of 2,4-D is effective
against the weed. .

‘

/
1@. LivcaS ASPERA, Spreng., N.O. Labiateae, V.N. Chota-hal-kusa.
Alvery common annual weed found over creater part“of che country.
Occurs in different types of soils and is found in many cultiva-
ted crops. It eenerally apvears with the rains or whenever
adequate moisture is available. rropagates itself by seed whicn
is produced in Large numbers. zasy to eradicate if pullec out
by Kand or by hoeing before flowering. Susceptible to 2,4-L.
10. MINOSS FUDICA, Linn., w.0. Leguminosae, Sub.order Minoseae,
Ven. Lajjavati, C.w. Touch-me-not vlant, the sensitive plant.
A trouvlesome thorny perennial weed generally found in crops and
ary lands. It occurs in ereater abundance in the moderetely to
heavy rainfall areas. he leaves and petioles are sensitive to
touch caiusins them to fols up ard droop. Large patch can react
to remote shock or disturbance. a weed to eradicate.
seeds profusely. fruits develop a burr which help cispnersal of
seed by animals. Eradication by deep ploughing end before
dispersal of seed is practicable. °

2
BM

Y

L$. OROBANCHF, CERNUA, ‘Loefl., N.O. Orobanchaceae, V./. bambaku,C.N. Eroom rape. A
a

fleshy annual tarasite attackiny several
Solanaceous ana cruciferous cro“ns. Uccurs in Western India,
anahra, Uttar rradesn, Bihar and Senzgal. inere are two species
of Urobemehe viz. U.cernua and O.indica occurring in this
_country. Causes damage to tobacco, »rinjal, mustard,
rape and other garden crops. Iv is a holo parasite wnich
develops ocelow grounu oy attaching itself to reot of host plant.
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te ee Lo ee a ete votes

becones evicent is the onivy sethod of eradie:tion. $

26. GALIs CUAUILULaTs, Lin-., ey Tas noi Duta.
a VELCY uw. gesowc povrenuiel invade oy

anc e:op Lands. Oceurs,to gpralen
in ir é& aun€

2, .tdely distributed throughout the couneury. ooveral
ce Crusis occur os weed, “song . UeCurnteou!
seido, Ue2prbivis, are comron. Se-Gs oe
ene the edcate., vhs trade favLoces Hat,€ c oes, “ue aerial brervenes

mt cover @ syuare oe
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4 riovta aunavieris, Linw., u.C. avaceac, V.x.Jalkumbhi,Cen. saver lettuce. A stemlegs, stloniferous, fioatine=Bqtiaticweed, some tines:anchoring by root when strendes in the aud or in
Sooke k Sau Pe, Fa Coke GE vay Va. viele witiclies
very rapidly. Occurs “ins rice Tielas, ditches, ponds and slow
Clowew ing rivers. Causes interference to develooment of rice cros
when infested by this weed. Can -e eradicated by mechanical clear-
ance, It ig su.sosed to harbour mosquitoes.

28. ruN{ULACA CitwaCed, Linn., w.U. rortvulacaceae, V¥.N. Khursa,C.iv. Indian purslane. a succulent annual weeo of eultivation.
Uecuro vory vo oe. Pa ee cilberdy weebe ra urd PEFound ootn ia ary and mo

L

a

individual |

burpiea in soil 30 years, C rstant shalloy vefore the
plant flowers c é€c. its spreau. in s

destroyeo by uprooting ana burning. ce!
S SP rective in killing

the wecd,
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peed
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¢ 2 onCCr Ane 2EOn dani UL, Linan., wW.O. Gramineae, V.N. Kans, A
NY erenuial sugarcane-like srass. 4 to G6 ft. tall. Root anc under-“ a P ; i

grounw rhi zone renein dormant in dry season anc suroeat with the
Cowencement of the vaiss. fhig weed has Invaces consiuverasie
aress ol avabvle land in the oortn and hes rendereca vned unfit
for cultivation. Fropsgates both by seed and vevelatively. she
underground rrizome form « dense mat rendering it aifficuit to
uproot by wooden plough. Deep tractor ploughing to cur
up enc uproot ehe rhizove and lts removal is the onty way

POSS ple to cneck tne spreed of the wecd.
f z .

2G png RDCLawu wanda, Linn., N.u. solanacease, V.N. Hakol, O.n.
uardeen=nisRhoshade. an erect annual nerb which comesup with
che rains. TMfests.all cultivated, garaen and orchard crops.

‘Has 8 wide aGistribLuthon anu occurs in sll types of soils. It
can be checked ty handwweeding or epelication of 2,2-u.

lke 26. SOLANUN XANTEOC ARPUN, Schras and Venll., h.O. colengceae,
Vw. Kateli. a4 very prickly spreading snrub whicn can persist
as a perennial.

New
plants avnear at the beginning of the rainy

season. vecurs in menv types of soils
ane

is found upto socG ft.elevetion. A very rouble some weed which becnuse of its spines
me
kes narvesting of eroes in which it eccurs very difficult.‘eeas fairly profusely and the perries eaten by birds help ain

- disrersal of seed. It can be easily uprooted in you:s stag@ and
° is susceptible to £,4,6-".

'

W— *2". SONCHUS_ULFERACEUS,.Linn., N.O. Compositege, V.w. Doodhli,
, Common sow thistiey, 1Milk thistle. An an val with slender

long stem. Grows all the year round in ary as well as “ioist
soils. S.argvensis occurs in jestern India. secas uoderately
and seed is easily dispersed by wind. Propagates by Svcd. hand’
weeding, iioeing or avglication of 2,«-.) can suppress the weed.

$723. SORGHUM EAL FENSt, Nall., N.O. Graminese, VN. Baru. A

’ 2 perennial graminaceous weed resembling jowar. The flowering spike) resemples a lax inflorescence of sorghum. Develops prreist@ntrhizome fron wnich new shoots arise during the rainy seaso. ‘Tre aerial shoots adie out in hot weather. In the north, oe“infesis
crops such as jowar and maize irom which it is Meistingtuishavlein early stazes. In western snd southern Indie, it occurs in
heavy rainfall areas and is found from sez level up to elevation
of 2000 ft. In young stages the plant contains HCN which is
poisonous to stock. It cars be fed after flowering. Fislds
severely -infested by this weed is difficult to eradicate by
cultural practices. Hand C

yee
tne and. ‘uprooting of rhizome is

a meays to check its spread
Ayvoy

gf 29. sthica LUTEAa, Lour.,.
oCTophilar teceac. A hemi-parasitic2 nerbaceous annual. Three species viz. S.lutes, &.densitlora and

S.euphrasioges are co*mon. nese attacK jowar, ©ajri, uaize,
Sugarcane and other yramineceous crops. In some parts of the

. country the attack on sugarcane is so Severe as to reduce the
vitality end yuality of the crop. severe infestation smothers
the crop it atvtacks. Fart of its life is spent below and part
above ground. Individual wlant produces 20,000 to 380,000 seed
which can remain viable in so’l for 1c-1°% years. Seed requires
stimulation of host root for germination. Cultural practices can
oniy vartly eradicate the weed. Complete eradication without
effecting the host plant is possible by application of 2,4-D.
Repeated application in successive seasorn'’can rid the soll of .

tre ea
ae ©.

.

|

By *30. TRI GLUs TERRESTRIS, Linn., N.O. Zygovhyllaceae, V.N.*GoknrugChota Gokhru,..0.N. Puncture vine or tack weed. 4 procumbent
; much |branched annual herb. bears $¢oiny seeds. Gecurs in ary

aoa | soiis of many parts of Indie. Very. comnon tm garden lands and
along bunds and paths around cultivated fielas. Can: he easily
destryoyed by uprooting before the pleat is in flower and the
fruits are formed. Oncein fruit the plants should be gathered

T

and burnt.



#32, Peibas FroCuusiio, Linn., «..C. Coiusositeae, Ven. bk danai.
¢ an annual weed commonly occurring over sréater part of southern

ana western India.
ne

oears wietn the rains. Grows on ary as well
as moist soiis am occursin vaerden, orchara aie culvivatec crops.

&, esn be easily ucrooted
é hoelney keeps it in checyr.

3

Fropyratcs by seed. “Odsnt is brittl
whe: soil is moist. “snd weeding an

+p
32. AANT?21 hah Te, Linn., mes 1.0. Conpos itesc, VN. Ehakra,

ad yorslh. ell Ta lab Py a ee a TED
a wide siseribation Over greater pa: of the country. rlants

OL ph apbear with rains and die out Gurins Not weether aficr producing
agF spiny fruits bearing seed. Tre spines of the fruit spoil tne

uality of wool of sheep that vraze in tlelds infested witt: this
weed. Iv can be easily sucpressed by hana weedins belrore Lruiving
or by at lication of =

972" D enhar’ al- 4. by {Hereakae |
{ 4 a Hale per ow

¥%
os. gZileyraus seh famk., wW.U., “Nhamnacese, V.ivi. Ser or bor.
a4 hardy perennial rub or tree. Invades cultivated sields in

' the ory zones, comtionly found in vaurashtra, iajasthan, :unjab
and |.imachel bpacesh eto lesser extent igsvother parts of Iniia.
A very difficult wet co erpagicate Secause of its deep roat
system anc bsower to rescnerate. mespesares by seed. The fruit
is cxten by birds and seeds dispersed through their drovvines.
The ean seriously interfere with ‘cultivation. Difficult to
eradicate by cultural srectices. aplication of arsenic to stem
Or plants cut above ground level rile the pliant, vrields over
gun by the weed are aboncane. frox cultivation.

Ar wy cv am Agu eudfyr pt Kuen,
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. Atre War brimad le artnet Mytrewha,eh Y°
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, grarhi

: Note of Explanation

ato \A

pai Hage1% f~ mk Whe Wet Aro cept
~-le Iy ot

N.O. WNatural Order
5.0. - oSubd-order

VN. Vernecular nase in Hindi.
C.N. = Common nae

* tHe weeas may deleted if curteilment
mis necessat or want of place.of
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