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GERMANY, BRITISH ZONE

To ,
Sir E.S. Krishnan, M.A.D.Sc.,F.R.S., Director
National Physical Laboratory
University Buildings
Delhi;
I

Demr Sir: .

I understand that as part of your big scfime of natiomal
laboratories for India, you will soon start a National Physical
Laboratory at Delhi, This will no doubt have a Departiment of
Electricity with a section devoteds to High Voltage Phenomensa,
Testing standards and insulating and synthetic materials. It is ix

- this connection that I shall be most grateful if you will be so
good as to consider me for taking charge of the High Voltage
Laboratory of the N.,P.L. of India, If the opportunity I seek is,
through your kindness, offered to me, it shall be my earnest
endeavour to do my utmost to develop high voltage.research and
‘allied activities so thét at no distant date, the Laboratory
may compare favourably with. the best of similar national la-
boratories elsewhere in the world,

For this type of work I believe I am particularly quali-
fied, For during the whole of my working life for the last 20
years, 1 have been on the staff of the High Voltage Section of
the Physikalisch-Technischen Reichsanstalt (the German gﬁg'L.)
z _hegd 0O Lhe @ an OoFf High Voltage 8nd AU TINE ay S‘n—-
thetic Materials since 1935.°1I have therefore been engaged y
thgoughaut these 2 decades in researches into these and allied
subjects., . - - «

’3§ In support of my request, I enclose with this a statement
giving the details of my cereer and experience, copies of a few
" testimonials from those under whom I have worked or studied.
T am also giving at the end of this letter the names of a few
scientists and enlgineers who know me and my work well.

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS: I studied at/the Universities of
Berlin and Jens and hold the Doctorate degree in Physiics, awarded
to me on the basis of resemrch, Besides this I passed the State
examen for teaching. :

SERVICE and WORK at the PHYSIKALISCH-TECHNISCHEN REICHS-
ANSTALT: After 1 1/2 year of service on the teaching staff of
the University of Jena and at the TebBhnische Hochachule of Darm-
gtadt I joined in December 1927 the staff of the High Voltage
Department of the Physikalisch-Technische Reichsanstalt, Berlin-
Charlottenburg. In 1935, after a service of 8 years, 1 was pro-
moted to be the Head of the High Voltage Department and of the
Insulation Laboratory with the title of Regierungsrat. Later on,
in 1937 I.got the title.Regierungsrat und Mitglied of the P.T.R.
By this long service at the P.T.R. I have first hand knowledge
and experience~of its orgenisation and activities. with special
reference to the above mentioned departments. I have also exper-
jence in gauging, testing and standerdising,referring to the

measuring system. =

- PUBLICATIONS: The results of'my research and development
work huve been published in over 50 papers in well known German
periodicals such as Annalen der Physik, Physikalische Zeitschrift,




’s

A

Zeitschrift fiir Technische Physik, Elektrotechnische Zeitschrift,
Helios and many others. I sha;l,gendkyoy(sgpa;atplx;a list of

these for your reference. , F

BOOKS: I have also published one book: Priifung und Bewer-
tung von elektrischen Isolierstoffen, Verlag Springer Berlin 1940,
(Testing and Judging of Inwsulating Materials, Ed.Springer-Ver-
lag Berlin 1940) and several parts of standard books as f.i.
Elektrische Messtechnik in Fortschritte der Physik und Chemie der
makromolekularen Stoffe. von Rohrs,.Staudinger,. Vieweg, (Progress
of Physics and Chemistry of macromelecular materials), Fortschrit
te der Hochspannungstechnik von W.0,Schumann(Progress of High
tension Engineering), Taschenbuch fiir Chemiker und Physiker von
d'Ans und Lax (Guide book for chemists and physicists?.
I further was the editor of a serie of books "Chemie und Techno-
logie der Kunststgéfe in Einzeldarstellungen" (Chemistrg and
Technology of Syn#tetic Materials in single volumes) and was a
member of the editor's staff for the periodical "Kunststoff-
~~ Technik Verlag Springer Berlin.' Further I worked for the Physi-
" “kalische Berichte (Physical Abstracts) preparing the abstracts in
my line since 1931, .

: LANGUAGES: Besides German, my mother tongue, I know Englis

- gnd French. As;representative of the P.T.R. I attended in 1937
the Intermetional Congress for.Testing Materials in London,in
19%9 la& Conférence Internationale des Grands Réseaux €lektriques
(¢.I.G.R.E.) Besides these I have visiti#d England and France se-

- yeral times as representative of the P.R.R. ,moreover Lithouania,
Hongary, Austria and Italy. » '

The reason for my seeking an opening in my ling in India
is that as & result of the war, the P.T.R. has to start from the
beginning and my life work of two decades has disappeared in a
moment. Therefore I moved recently from the Russian zone,where

.. the main part of the P.R.R. was:at the end of the war, to the
- gmaller part of the P.T.R. in the British Zone, where we try to
- Mactivate the laboratories with the help of the British Authori-
ties. As far as I can see there seems to be little hope of re-
gaining the 0ld seientific life in Germany. This is why I and
~ many other colleagues would like if possible to get the permis-
sion to emmigrate from: Germany as soon as possible and #o
secure an outlet in India, I have a few Indian friends whom I
_have known for over 15 years and with whom T have been alway in
touch except during the years of war. I shall be glad to give
‘you.thelr names. — - ' : = ;
e I ‘shall be grateful if you will be so good as to let me
" have a line in replg at your early convenience,also if you have
- considered the emmigration of a grpup of scientists of the P.T.R.
to your country. Closely connected with g¢he high tension is the
problem of nuclear disintegration. Dr.Salow, who has worked with
this problem and constructed an efficient cgclotron is also very
‘much interested to start a new laboratory,.

Thanking you, I remain & e e
Yours truly ;,‘ /%VM‘

References:

Prof.K.Sreenivasan, B.Sc., A.I.I.Sc¢,,MII.E.E.,Department of Tele-
communication, College of Engineering, Guindy, Madras, S.India
Prof.Dr.R.Vieweg, Rektor der Techn.Hochachule Darmstadt, DARM-
STADT, Dachsbergweg 6, GERMANY, American Zone : 5
Director W.R.P.Golby, 18 Ickworth Road, Sleaford, Lincs.,England
Dr.R.Davis, National Physikal Labbratory, High Voltage Laboratory,
Teddington Middaasex England :
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Professional: Member of the Deutsche Physikalische Gesellschaft,

Member of the Gesellschaft fiir technische Physik since 1927,

1930 Member of the Verband Deutscher Elektrotechniker

1936 Chalrman of the Sub committee Insulating Materlals of
the Verband Deutscher Elektrotechnlker

1937 bkiember of the Verein Deutscher Ingenieure
Member of the Committee Synthetlc Materials of the
Verein Deutscher Ingenieure




Copy. (Abstract from the Persomalacten)

Physikaliseh -Technische Berlin=Charlottenburg, 18th November
Reichsanstalt 1930
Iab.T1 :

Director TT
. Refe ZeBs 294.3/30 ve29.9, %0

; , DroBf estorf entored the High-tension laberatory on 1st December
1927, Before then he wes Auxilisry Ascistant fron Jaouzry 1926 to Mareh
1927 in the Fhysical Tustitute of the University of Jema; up to July 1927

- Asgistant in the Kleotroteehnisal. Tanstitute of the Teolnische Hochachule

an Dndmeladl; end from August Lo Hovember 1927 on the seientific staff of

the Allgemeine Flektricitsets-Gesellschaft (Coneral Flectrie Company) 4in
~-Berlin, The deoiding factor in his being teken on the staff of the High -

Voltage Isberetory of the Reichsanstalt was the faot uw® that &3 Assistont

%o Prof,Petersen; he had alrealy worked in the field of high voltages,

In-the Reiohsspstelt, lir.Pfestorf has from the beginning been
eaployed on tests in the field of high~tensiom end insulation technies,
- He hes alweys earried out all ihe work entrusted to him very satise

festorily ond hos showm himself copeable both in hiz  work amd in his

selentifio imofle dgé. He is thoroughly relisble aud has good judgement.

" AZso not inlroguently, the laboratory has to conduct investi-
#ation end tests for ontside bHodiez as pert of its normel dities, These
involve not eniy routliine désts bub sometimes speeial measurements which
are in the nature of independant researeh work. Besides techkical know=-
lefige, the officer concerned must Poszess for sueh outside word consider—
able eapavit y for adaptsbiliti end to take decisions under wnmaual oire
cumstances, Mr.Ffestorf has stood up well ca all ; i
himself to be a clever physinoist and teohnieian, T would speoialls mention
here that due to insufficient High Veltage equipnent, we caimot always fall
back on previous experiense in dealing with the diffiovizics arising out
. of work Tor-outside sgenciles. e ,
In spite of his heavy routlne duties » UreFlestorf carried out
much seientific work, In eollaboration with the head of he Isboratery,
.8 published a report onuth e resesreh work oa adgh-tension measurements
at low temperstwres; together with Dr.Zickner, he worked on the messire-
meat of vexy ligh ‘ele etric capacities. Purther research es are still in
progress. Amcugst his personal pepers, the one on sleetwodes for insulating
peasurenents may be mentioned} the British Elegtwidal and Allied industries

fesearch Aszociation requested pe rmission %o tienslate this into #nglish
a proof of 1ta originality, ‘ i

,  Ex.Prestorf has proved ability and energy for research work,
aud this 12 requived in the scientifie staff of the Reichsenstslie As he
msmmﬁmmaelfmusin‘ozﬂyjmcftmmhm, it will be in
$he begt interestz of the Reichsanstslt to keep him cn, If he were to-
deave th e Reichsanstalt on the exders of the Ministry, both the routine
and the ressarch werk of the High Voltage laberatory w31l suffer; and this
will aggrabate the existing diffieulties due to its inadequate tedmical
eouimment, e P

therefore




i therefore recommend v hat Dr.Pfestord should be
esentinued in his position.

2

dgnel — R.Viewep

SEeeh T agres Sn every resuect with thie ‘abeve report of Ltle
-Eead of the leboratory and support his recommendation most waznly,

Sizred. ziebe




Copy.
RS CRTIE SRR SE
Gertificate.
Gymnepdia Brnestinum of Gobhas
Faturel Sodence Seckfon.
&0 ficate of capletiom,
Burt Martin Gerherd Pfestorf, bern om Ostober 22nd 1900 4
Goths, souniny of Gotha, Cermeny} of protestant religion, and son of
Rishayd Pfestorf, Director of Sochools, in Gotha, has studied for 9 yeors
mwmmm 2 pears in Primn, one year in Cberprim,
HORAL OONDUCT, ATTATIION AID DUIIGKNCE: His Ferscml ecaiush
&8 well as his atténtion and diligense were verz g cod. On scoount of
his excellent charector, his perforwence in the class and the high o0 2x
_ of his work, he was umesgbed froam the oral exsmination.
’ Podw,

g& r%

to him this wertificate off completion as he leave now the realgmmaciun
to take up the stuly of maturel mcience. '

Gotha, 24th Februsyv 1020, :
: The Camdasion of Examdners,
(Bigned) Frof.De. Anu.Cpuasisldiceikior, zugleish ais stastli. Proelugskomnls-

3ar, ProfsDr.Rosenstock, Profellorciiey Prof.DprePoRegel, Dredejoroht,
T PrCorlach)




Trenslation.
hppeoyol 20N,
yervand der deutschen Fassfubriken GemeDells
(Unicm of the Gemmen Barwel Fectories Ltd.)
Diyeators
Besdan W &, 34t August 1922
Unter des ldacen 20
Certificaie.
M Gorterd Pfestor? stadying for his D.lldl., bes during
Vig sossice in Perlin been working in ows fixm frawm 15t Jume 1824 upbodates
A% Sirst, he worked with ue enly aler his woriiag hours in the Tniversify
ond dwring kis veestions. Dut afber a sbord while, ke bmam a2 full time
woricer A0 our ocacerus fis werk with U8 was suited b9 ds G DA, TR
tieuwlarly ip statistlos. The more e becams famillsy with oupr businees,
ih ¢ move was it poasible for us to enbirust $0 him dubies io Yhe Jay o
doy renagements Both duslig the past su meer and Juring his wvacation, he
lee thevefore hed the epportundty O scoperate in the supsrvisie of the
wozless ‘
s walelress 1o loiaxing things and his great interest wade

h&z wowk for u% 8¢ voluwbie ihat we thougt of taking him pormenently into

oup aesasrny Sut ghe dosires bo camplete hia stulies ard 30 ie lseving use
He &4 alt hls work with great enthusinem snd diligemee.
Yo showed gutd Sulonmns is newssuttdng and sspnoitr for lsadorship in
the bandnass. Lo best wishes acoonguny him in bia further stulles and
Syrelopmat.
gimmed Dy.Dingeldey.

it

Veorband der deudschen Fopsbabrdiens
Ccagellsoh st it besch yeeniber Maftvog,.




Aporoved UV

Tr, Dot Fastin Cesbinrd Festert, s of Heest Hestorf, Director
of Sohoels in Gothe, been 2204 Cotcber $900 in Goth a, protestant religion,
essed the exopization of ksturity at the Gyuwesium in Gotha on the 20th
February 19205 he stulied iathemetios ani Fhysical science from Easter 1920
%o sk 4921 dn Jeus, fron inster 1921 %o Michaclms 1922 in Berlin,
o T Wistmaiass 1922 to Easter 1926 in Jenn.

i e mR Jupe m#ﬁ};’;uaﬁ the viva voeee Doctorute examination
(Lofndl) of She Setheralios)Fuysical seience Feculty of the Thuringia
Und veraily in Jens.

Utk & speotal scholarship fram the Winistry to the Science

Benvinmbion, be roported on Zoth dotsber 1926 at the Lehyant an hoshoren
Selulen (offce of highsr sehools); he wes given the subject “How the
moblen of Troefomntios of Hlements is being sclved?” for his thesis.

Az & substitute for one of the two written thesis, a pepor written
by Lin entdiled "Pw deverminstion of the opticel owsterts ¢ff retals
in the visible aad wiire-vidiet part of the spectirun” ves ascoepteds.

The vive voge wowdcation took place ow the 158k, ¥7th, 15th and
22vd  Vobsuarp 19%7s sweifestor? hos passed the exudnation for the
"Leprimt s ivsbayen Schelen” (tesching office of higher schools). In

physiss bie man eubject, be was merked “Cood"; in chemistry his other
main subject, the citetion wes "Vele"} and in Enthemstics his secoulary
subjeet, ihe citotion wes "Feir'.

soewiidog to the final vesult of the writteon and orel oxsaination
he Ao e elsaticn "Peale’s 1o regard 3o the preliminery service, he will
be susigaed to the eetical treinimg for vhe Lebhremt an hocheren Schulen
(1:. zauting office at higher schools)e

Jonp, 22nd February 1927
mﬁmﬁ Dr.Voller

Prof.Dr. Schneider
GehoHofret Dr.Hanssoer

Doy, T, Therrarnts




