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TO: Crocodile Research Group ~ Mambers PATE: March 27, 1980

FROM: * Ry, Bustard

SUBJECT:

1.

Ze

3e

Wildlife Development in Rural India
CIRCULAR = 1

The Andhra Pradesh Forest Department «hw. association
with the Andhra Pradesh Agricultural University and
FAO are conducting cn Internctional Symmosium on
"Wildlife Kesources in Rural Development".

This meeting, which will hve intcernutional attendance
will be held in Hyderabad during the last week of June
1980.

The main topie of the meeting will be given in the
next circular, However, I will be interested?
a) to hear from those of you who may wish te present

@ paper at this meeting , and,
b) to have an abstract of the proposed paper (approxi-

mately 100 words) as soon as possible and preferably
by return post. All such papers should be
lines with the main symposium topic and there is no
place for straight crocodile or ecological papers.



OFFICE MEMORANDUM
4r

Crocodile Research Group - Members pate: March 27, 1980O:

FROM: Dr. H. Re Bustard

SUBJECT: suggested Topics
Wildlife Development in Rural India

Circular 2

te I have decided to offer the topic on crocodile farming in
rural India (which is expected of me!),.

Ze Binod Choudhury is offering the topic:
"Reptile SASADna their Management in Rural India."

3 I had thought that Singhlet might like to get a topic
along the lines of:
Sanctuary Management as a Tool in Rural Development."
This with stress on return available to the rural section
from a well managed sanctuary could include associated
famming and cropping activities as we as recreational
and tourist and other uses of the sanctuary area.

4. For Sudhakar I had thought of a topie along the lines of:
"A Saltwater Crocodile Project and Sanctuary Development
in Rural Orissa - A case history.

5. For Chandrasekhar the obvious topic would be 5

"The Role of the Pacific Ridley Sea Turtle in Rural
Development. Ci

6. These are suggestions only. You may send in your commnenis
in due course.

Te The third circular will follow shortly.
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

"Crocodile Research Group - Members pare: April 25, 1980

FROM:

SUBJECT;
Wildlife Development in Rural India

Circular
- 3,

1. Kindly refer to my circulars 1 and 2 on the above
topic.

Ze The official closing date for receipt of papers
for the above workshop is 15th May.

3 Till date I have not received any positive response
from any of you and I am most disappointed indeed,

4e Papers should be sent to the Convener ofthe Workshop,
Mr. Pushp Kumar, Conservator of Forests, Office of the
Chief Conservator of Forests, Forest Department, Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh, Saifabad, Hyderabad, with a
copy to the Liason Officer, Nr. A. K. Mathur, Addl. CCF
Forest Department, @overnment of Andhra Pradesh.
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IN INDIA --

FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT=

Being a tropical country India is bestowed with a rich reptile
fauna. Over two hundred species of Snakes,three species of Crocodilians

five species of sea-turtles, over Species of terrapins and tortoises
and species of lizards ond agemida occur in India. Nakuratiy~. With

and lizards
so many reptiles an image of Snakes/crawkling the streets untybizards

natggelly comes to the minds of most foreisners,at least those who are

initiated to think of India in the eyes" of Rudyard Kipling or Jim Corbett.

Perhaps the situatin was so et least fime decades ago when treditional
snake charmers roamed the streets with their snakes and one was sure to

see the world most unique crocodilian the long snouted crocodile Gherial

and its related and Estuaring crododile in Indian waters as well

as the numerous lizards and tu Chelonians. The situation has changed

dramatically now and all the three species of Indian crocodiles are in

the t Endangered list of IUCN! red data book alone with all the five

species of sea-turtles,one species of lizard and two species of snakes.

This has hanpened because of the large scale commercial exploitation

of the reptile resources for their excellentk hides,meat,eses and above

all aleneation of their habitats. hile the reptile resources were

depleting the huge profits were being made by a few businessman.by employing

means beyond ethical pounds , Indian reptiles have been used as food,for

their skin,es medicines,as pets,in show business,for biological research

and also for the pharmaceutical uses. For all these uses the consumers

depend on the natural population emen now. Though the naturally occuring

vopulation is now endangered end to their use is nowhere in sight.
What is surprising is the lack of of providine(catering) the

recuirements by captive propagation of reptiles. It is high time to think

in these lines and to create an infrastructure in rural Indie 26 thak-
of

captive Besides diminishing

the strain from the wild stock and thete by essuring the survival of the

endenrerdd reptiles such efforts will improve the lot of rural India.
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