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Bipan Chandra. Irfan Habib and
Romila Thapar — as historians
speaking - Yrom the thick jof ithe .
struggle—analyse lat length  the
situation’ on ithe 'ground, identify

' the essential jssues they believe
to be inpolued and express appre-
ciation 0f the strong resistance do
. the attack on ' scientific - history,
‘making  available ¥n the process
fresh detail. A. K, Bagchi, belong-
ing to ‘the Yribe iof ‘ecomomwts : o
rather ithan to that of 'historians,”

States he 1{s less iqware than his
Historian colleagues of the details A
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Well: since,. as you know, by
. profession I belong to the tribe of
economists -rather than to. that of
historians, I'm less aware of ‘the
struggles that were launched by
. ‘historians than many of my histo
rian colleagues - would be. But 1
. know that these were worthwhile
strugglés. To the extent that an
attempt is made to revive variqus
ideologies—whether of a commu-
i nal ch.xmcter or of a neo-imperia- :
list character—in the name of re- !
visions in history, I think these
attgmpts must be  pesisted. And
there is no question that an offi- . - 4
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gers not oulv academic freedom
in the narrow sense, but also peo-
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one way of getting to the people
the truth about their own past.
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books, and this is a point made
by both Bipan Chandra and Ro-
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i arica oline q the socw and ‘ e oiher sucial: sciences e ; propagated .particularly y. the 4 Qldlectics.  Because ordinary tion without any conscious frame. phase of the struggle by histo-
ast 107 or 18 wears. by in, they wete i i g Chicago school of- economics,. on ; b : Work b ‘ho. make . ev fFort  rians.
Darit) s And . obviously o ; n uen(e o1 ths et economics...is- incapable of (deal. #vork but who make every effor 1
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in history on 'the guestion : from: Durkheim, Max." Weher or Moré than answers my qiies- died. ; The entire attack was mounted
: | validity ‘of interpre ; s a d sﬂe“uﬁc 'Hlstﬁr Taleott Parsons, . ¢ tions. It answers some other : Who take history seriously biy the communalists, not prima-
the - samie, SR oF : B8 O8 EERROIIG (of eyidence, the uSesof generali: n (V8 Tk Y Empirlcxst' nistoriography which fliestions’ 1. Should ‘have asked . and ‘pay attention’ to'sources? Tily fren ge daiih be“‘*c%gl cogﬂi
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nistrative Whistoridme L Gnieh | ackdoRledged, . b least British' rule  Because this was the has been a great deal of ideologl is the scientific historigns, among pointed primarily because com-

" favourite. ploy .of = the British calinfluence .I. fér ome, would whom .the Marxists are the major
among f,a/e A mser;oussahisrx)-e rulers, o IIJOO{ at each case on S4y that there would be fourima.' element. = But at present in our gﬂ?fgfy “Qnma Igg,ﬁ’mfﬁ]ﬁs intilrlg?:?
in. {f,insmamrh‘;ém‘g;caf sltlandgomts its’ own' without emphasising that JIg’; ‘g?°ll°;;°dl t;e'“tds 0 the write ‘;*Du;‘dt’"% LnO dxch{);om{{ has i deve& tation  °f ‘history,  Communal in-
i IS LS uld be deyelop. . { g fact, ot in ndian  history. op etween e Marxists’ an fo 8
vy VM-:y Dbl the wmk; s ! ‘ AoV ‘ggh\;thitchgﬁ (l))feen 2 muglven. tn bisariea i l: Tthax*ifc&armso:x;l égntLg:tV%?xder* 0"0, which has been wvery  idne¢ non- -Marxists—one = major.. reason ;grgreot;uc%r;n%ugashsx;y Rh e
: ; : ‘who “ecsontially R Ea i o your  field' of | specialisation - an constramts imposed by the wholc fluenitial ' s the ' imperialist schoel ' being that the Marxist 'historians * 7 i< this question that has been

“iheories of the leanlier his. Uk the J"St‘”y S i eremhst framew ork. The imperialist school of histordo: of India, from  Kosambi dOwn: ,sked by many, many of our
1o mr and . ever U i panies to th . igraphy 'was not something which wards, have . been -extremely free friends—economists, = political sci-
8l sl addltmn to the three 1de0 was done onh b‘y the Bl‘ﬁlﬁh 1ty of “le type of dozma which says entists. They say, “why was it not

Then the debate
j : i more effective, broa
1 would yiot rea]ly say authon i Td e davalen. mor:s intensive by

dast twenty years or. 56 in a very - never detually produc i I A logical  standpoints.  you had

: ! ‘ 1 ; : a deep influence on the writ. that everything = that Marx has 2 %
ar,tiry»e e RO nm'“eth ]tgco‘{}sl 0 ~_Runge Of RESPO‘HSGS! ' have mentioned — the imperialist ing of Ind'Dmn hlstorlgns and even, Written Op somebody  else has }:oux;;icgzdca%n bgseve;?ﬁnsgr:]iiar?cg-
auiry, T would: particularly . cite’ HEVEOEE s 0t A wide ‘rande of ideological in. . school, ' then 'in reaction ‘the na- Somatimes, 'of Indian  historians Written 15 to be treated as the rsyus io the reactionariés; ‘'or :the

fluences, conscious and: uuconsci tionalist: school and, within that a who' otherwise thousht that t anly word! D. D. Kosambi, R. S. i tis

i oS, are | identified, . with A. bK. certain kind of Sectarianism (lin- Were .mti-lmiﬁenah:t hm their hrfg Sharma, Irfan Habib—theyve all ?g:l%;ca%ss%il?ﬂl:m%] thtdhte a?:l‘;gi

e L : ',_n il hink. in, Bationalist phase, Ly B®qchi mzdtthpan C};a;vdga elt;nl& g}nm.m communal and so on) — litics. The type of questions aski adopted conscl}?uﬂly thie \tndrxv;t come ‘when . other opportunitics

et e e ten. il o L rateive. il AR hotr _;gte}l(q e lm 181 ncﬁlu i there must also ‘be ' ofher ideo- od, the type of basic framework methodology. ﬂT £¥. havy ’}‘10 come come, immiediately the communa
spective on the ‘flow _has o octal rectly ‘and  indiret has' heen aeint @i ng ”fqle RagERy 10“10&1 standpoints — for. exam- for analysis—for - example_  this into any conflict with others, be- jists......their own ideology  was
; leyant. | GpE ifia. confuuung play of linguistic chai- ple,/ the ' historical . materialist question of Indian spiritualism; = ¢ause they're able to have com gnyolved in the,scientific interpre.
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thoa, he valis for a fr factors must come. into play. Ne. pyify 4 'ItHfAPARv who suggested tory’ has been one of develop- change taking place which affects ment, ' and . also  attempted .
, : : i Yertheless, the sclentific method oyon ove oy Yeih  periodisation Ment In different perlods, at diffe. all aspects gpof soclety, not just perladisation  ‘which ¥ Wr:’p Zun“e
history ‘demands the slimina. 374" NCRRT “foutbooks . which Tent RURiEE an of diferent fiac oo eEpeot Whinh 1s why.l think Hiftavent  troin: the sot  perli
on of certain subjective BACYOIS gom o Ynder gitack, emphasises the 1tV And some! historlans would that a more appropriate: meriodl tion — plassieal periodisatio
0 & conscions vwayj such as ehau- 004 5 fake into full account the 8150 agree” that at particular iation would be. one that looks at about which we Have been ‘}.ali:.
ch o hééto';lu.' certu’in:m% nism,  natlonal glorifleation, re- yyqj, regional variations and the Poldts ‘of time, in more or less fundamental 'socio-economle chan- ing..1 think the works of both

ICHR and - £ ctors dugh: as ' chau onal or, in madern India caste . b \~iq) Short periods. |there have been ges. And  these wouli tainl ; A
e madden mmunal  atta . L ana nationsiy reglonal, Gaste el OF commiunal glorification. survivale. ftom o rande of secid e BEGES | uld certainly Prof Romila Thapar and Profes

8 e different historlans would glve to

T dio leaps, where one - kind of -soclal have to be studied in mueh ‘grea. sor R. harma »

HR wag formed Rist id communal alorification. . He And so, the infiuences ot such f°&’f‘£.‘%’§’;,£ﬁ;”%‘3;ches upon the formation has deen  replaced by ter detail before any . definitive the I}ns;sg‘msgh‘aof Prof ﬁoiﬁnéf
fh Bt 8 AL A U e e, e Chsontc RIS Bkl d e e, et SO ONE, \STUOYE, N fgem ot s be fugis pt K i,y pei
£ Gove o oint as MOT0PO ove - AN, thi o 1 i ! Sl § Wit ¥ & ¥, per: 0 ualita 8 B & - 8 ¥ 4
rage sclentifl o C?entiﬂ.c approaeh. g‘:; .‘giato'rw is the Busineds of the scientifc ine fre i Al R B & pisifions Of ne ‘doveogtne o

1 : I 3 etations: y
- historleal interpretation. 0 the that the ‘major problems n try-. grrg'la%ns gilxatgllgnad evealggmg? ; tl?:

egree that one can dp sS0. one ing to find a perlodisation which changes in the castc system In

feulties, declares that “a iy sclentifio: approaches and 1t would A’ (o p. 2. e could suceessfully perfodise, . " is relevant for all of Indlan his-
el A. K. Bagchi: But my owr  View ls thhy a fory . first of  all.  historios] seelal Hiuiecertaln ‘econamie and

foriem worth his salt . nust be not be correct to say that any one . u » e ;
it able to sget.at the lgruth = dlluge ;tﬁ; ar ideological stend © has  Of courss, If the dates of ac periodisation, of this Kind, With- ‘change doesn’t take place at the Tht d.":}gff“;’ﬁ ests 1 think
rating his noint (with: reference the monopely of a4 sclenti ¢ ap- cesslon or dates of varlous kings, ouf’ proper identification of the same flme in every part of the that é{em wat no% 9 !inale"an

e
yge Sclentli yin ; We : ] , , Sdmiodisn of leaps  is an lfportant ' part of  “Pell as It stands, 1 would
Y "d&'n W'hi.‘;h - g hh . ant! \the sense he 13 using the term. approach to counter them,. But -},’23,#“ i:%gnryﬁl ”e’fi"fm,"“"_“ "of " ¥ S8y

K. PILLAL' recognising’ the therecan be T think. anumberof’

1




v venlent

period  of Indian  history,
“number of perlods,
its “own

break ‘in Indian
round the' twelfth ‘and
feenth  centurles wheh

ed véaglrarian exploiting class

. system previou
was: quite di 0 0 (
‘ of - Western

ink that the
. in’ 'which’

.. oF lass

that  period
k“»Asiatic"
h Marx and
- had (in / the 'nine.
o teenth centuryy used = the term.
However,. whatever ' the' designa-
~Mlens ... T should think that here
was a leap, in which one kind of
varian = organisation.  was  pe-
aced by another “although both
ere nprecapitalist systems of ex-
atiod, and neither had seri:
m. of the kind that existed in
- West Europe — although = both
d 2 large numher of relations
straint, or ‘uneconomic rela-

nships, built into them, . -

K. K. Pillai; |
 Hasty generalisations should Ye
- ayolded, For example, can L. say

that in South India the medieval
period. started with the Pallavas?
Actually, what happened was that
“with' the advent 'of the Pallavas,
Sanskrit, Aryan’ culture: penetra:

* ted into South Indla, © but there

<was ‘no question . 'of domination,
; They mixed with the ather culs
fure and In femples and rituals
‘and other things, - Sanskrit and
Aryanisation fSangkritisation’,
0 use M. N. Srinivas’ term -—
: -ured‘apr»omjnentl{ after tl
. seventh century, Not that it affec-
ted Cape Comorin! It was gradu:
al..,.1t was confined to Chingle.
put,: at the most to Thanjavur or
‘some ‘such place .........upto Madu-
ral......You must not be dogma-
tic..... .People were ‘Writing hisfory
from the standpoint of the Nort

all the time, you see;,...when you

bring about such a division, the
inaccuracy 13  there—that «should
not be forgotten. But it is a’ con-
arran Eeme»‘nt Tiand " what
else can we do? b }

‘Romila Thapar:

I think the. shift in focus stems
broadly from the work of these
who regard history: as part of the
soclal sclences: This is a sig-

. nificant change, ;
" ficance is not. alw
i What T mean is his
“using the variol
eial science 'dis
* terpretation
rians who ar

Jand Jusing a
: ce framework, because
' 'very often the concerns
overlap, although - the  int
tions may clearly differ, and
ticularly differ in where the

< phases Ue, That is. the kinds
data, the kinds of sources, the kinds
~of ‘methods that all these histori-

m-
of

- Range of Reﬁépo‘r‘r’se‘s"'

: gene te
lar u,fse,d, there, the use of
40

{ools  particularly -
ok ap,‘th"ula 5

80

although t
si,% 8n "d,c;gu_
study of
,ﬂg\'e Hserip
D

i . th
uld net
8 compared with

. e
vk, I think

torians {hat

« pe
chalige
historian
hange—for example in
anelent  India,
3] BiNS
ay' of Romila Thapar or oth

and  in many respects they w
perhaps-be the first to admig t
their conclusions are tentative
am not referring parti
answers, I am referri
tions—<they have reall

‘questions: And it ‘wi

ralsed ne
11 take mue

- more than g particular Minister: of

Education
~lions ‘awa
- historians!

to. brysh these \ues.

Vbabamiof .
Sources-and Methods

Venkatesh Athreya:
8 In tl}le, natural and physical
 seienges, ¥
by laboratory exper
[ e social sciences ' th
ve come into their own (such 2
economies), one . could conduet
. survey. to generate data, and
there are 'uglish‘ed and unpubl
shed official and non-official stati
tics as well. Where does the state
of historical research 'in  Ind
%catrgd,i, tel:at_io_n fo ~ sources e
lata? Do they impese any specia
limitations on the craft QF %)
historians? ‘

. Coming from a gqroup’ of histo-
rians .working, in different areqs
in. the field, the ‘7Tesponses here
- cover  substantiagl @ ground . and
“throw. fresh < light on = the tybes,
use and potential of various Sour=
ces Of historical data.

the economic . history. . of recent

with “the lack of data’

the British colonial records and in
the archives), but with the lac
_of the right type of research coy
 centration. This opinion is -broda
ly shared by Bipan Chandra who
‘points out that ‘ence the relevant
'questions. dre raisSed and ' a rigo:
rous social scietice method is em=
ployed, mew historical sources and'
data have a habit of surfacing un-.
expectedly. | j i f

Another dimension 18 provided
to the debate by Irfan Habib who,
in -his discussion of literary. evid:
ence, points to their ‘main draws
back  0f prajecting ‘@ narrow owuts
look; illustrates his point with de-:
dail from his ‘own. research | on.
Mughal India, and draws aftention
‘to deép-going ‘problems. involved.
in: historical study  of prodiction

technoloay and -technolagioal chai

e in India.

K. K. Pillai,- touching on oh
otherwise uncovered ared in -this
diseussion—the study of art forms
in history—indicates  thi
~this discipline in th
of “the. quality and.

Paople s st

--ans ~would wuse ! would. be 'very

. ‘broadly similar, but in ferms of
: intt;rgreﬁation, . the ~ ‘emphasecs
. “would be different.’ it
' ¥or example, in the-study of zn-
_clent ’ Indian- bistory, there's no
- doubt that 'the most ppioneering
. work has been-done by D, D. go-
~ sambl, and 'what ' is interesting
/" about’ Kosambi's' studies is
“clsely this: that the  generalisa-
tlons he has made about aneieut
Indian history not always total-
15{ acceptable fo Marxists ‘and not
always totally acceptable to/ non-
»Mat-rxists.
within 4 clenc
gard themselves as soclal scienpe
_orlented historians . (if
use a clumsy phrase) v
< use the work of D. D. Kos
g s~tartln% ‘%gmt for their own
work, So to that extent, one doesn’t
see a major. conflict between such
. groups of historians. /... :
Q. So one can then speak in the
« Irdian ‘context of a  ‘new
history” that 1s evolving now?.

But—historians ‘working

A. 1 think sg;,y‘es.'

Venkatesh Athi
7. Is it possible to
“new history,” or

been that lle in

f e
that the mse pf :;f, . mew) ;
ols, (perticularly statistical teols

¥conometrie @nalysis) employs ey

in European historio¢
India, ‘considers il
ription could justly be i
dian  historions @ whose.  jpor
have gone  far deéper  Snto the
mestiondgof social ehangesthan the
ork before’s while Romila Tha-
-, ‘having \fielded 'the \guestion
er earlier sresponse has no pee
oy to. respond specifically. her

K. Bagchi: =~

f a new a

~considerable difficulty in
. with the kinds of data &

cal data guided Dy
of “historical  analysis,
reference to the i“mew arc
" proved fruitfu

re-

n the social seiences who re- !

times. 1 do not know th

rians of ancient India are ger

ly dealing with mest of th

As far as 1 c o
: , Of course, in

analysing - time series data, data

which can be available in~ i

tative  termis, ‘or i

terms which are  easily ' compre-

hensible. sl O

- “As far as the field of In

_ nomie history during the Britis
I period is concerned, my impros-

sion is that we have hot be

to
utilise even. a fraction of't ]

un

© the British Central and fprovin-
al. documents, And, of course,
not even a fraction of the d
_that lie buried in. the archives.
ur main problem is not the lack
but the laek of enough

th the right analytival

he data into

ology, which provide

he mew kinds of =

{ces o1 use archaeol

; s oodally
pproach  to.history, ©

, .of course, as I-have 8aid, not
nly Kosambi or Irfan Habib would

our ancestors in that sense
ugh Irfan Habih is a con
orary). 1 would like to: think 6f
idabhai  Naoroji or' B. C. Dutt

a1y 8
& then
e

ad, of course, Karl. Marx or, in .

eld ‘of history in general,
‘H. Carr_also...
o Yes,
of Indian . historians,
point is well taken;, =

2 bu,t
an 'Chandra: '

I was thinklng mainly 0

ould add two other aspects of |
; 1

pcial | development—bring 1
v areas into  an integral
§ possible. And another fea-
ould’ be an effort to utilise

‘ have a whole r%ng ‘of new ques-

sciences and social selences the

king questions/and for ans-
them. ‘
- Habib: . :
ney history,! as a phrase
en recently applied particu-
0 econometric history, in

e
properly dated and so the zs,idg -
cance of much of their evidence
Is lost or becomes suspect. Bub

ho have been explor- h

Profes-

they -often differ from each other ‘

. the agenda  «f B

e_source material could

the wh

a
| ed. Ower .th
o Hlimited:

A. K. Bagchi, “a practitioner ‘of

times,” is concerned not so much. .
k Cof which
there is, in fact. an abundance in

e i1}
the enl

‘many other details.|

“the published accounts

3 dian history, this i

it were, miilked the

. grate archaeologi

‘.1 Here, agai

A

i 'f.‘.a{l “history there is yeally  very
. dittle data ywhich one can use for
demographic history. '/ ;
. 'But archaeology,  on the ofher
. hand, can Dbe used—at least at an
71 Impregsionistic ~ level—to 7 assess

7

change in the size aof settlements '

Yfrom Or Whether there was an incraise
h quat:. af population: for particular areas
dhcument. and decreasas in another ares and
very lirge, tne $o onzand so -forth. So that if does

o ing the % i that Bermit. one to bring “in a whole
the'pnir’i«t'r 0¢ yiew now ket of :éue‘stions which ' then
G ahdgthe sub. ties pp with the fundamental ques.
“to them {aré tully fion cf the role of the demogravhic
“of the ‘peo;pl'e‘fa‘c'tor in sotio-economic’ change.

o A B Or. eyen more obviotsly, . come:
2 - Lo ohie lLke technology,. for ‘'whici
when I was trying the archaeological evidence is very
L : Tucial e demonstration, as
century, 1 found it were, of technological change. '

Agrarian vevolts' in erucial, It's t

o
'h"i éa"s‘t 1o document, . sy T
Sl g 1 Venkatesh Athreya:

velopments . in archaeology, anthro.
A pology ' (and, perhaps, linguistics)
uons  are helped ‘in enriching bath' ‘the
is 10 say, source mmaterial and
hose ftask of historical ‘analysis?

. ‘Range of Responses
v;rgo' ‘uniformly . A1l ‘the ‘participants concur that
| bke such ‘developments.  hope- been
ne has to reecons- belpful, Irfan FHabib noting that
re of their revolts @lmost &ll the sciences - can b€
icter of their griey- enlisted in she ‘study Jof histary,
anguage or from particularly in India where: there
the accourts of fs a motable lack of source mate:
many casds, rvigl Ao K, Bagchi grgues that new
ut even the ‘grie: ‘approaches to anthropology rould
nd we know ‘of a allow certain areas iof ‘India that
Its the ‘causes and remain partighly 1ribol to be wsed
es of which remain @8 laboratories = for the study. of
The result then is. historical change in other parts of
‘we hiwe is pars the country. Welcoming the assis-
N’ mas§ responses tapce .of other. disciplines and
ocial and ‘econpmic tllustrating his point  with ; the
. And'  particularly evidence ‘Linted ° gt by “oceano-
ngales gre concera. graphy on the formerly "hiypothe-
risings’ of the op- tical Lemurian  continent o fthe
nee is particul- 'sowth of India, = K. K. Pillai also
; . : idg@ztiﬁgs a -'gé';:d for adT.eat.ewl-. €0~
in_ which the . ordindtion  ‘between ' disciplines.
win Ingiat inc%iéie Bipan Chandra notes these recent
hnology. Compared (rends ensure that souree ‘material
v advanced oiviliza. will not De a Mimiting factor for
n, Chinese and historians for muears fto ‘come.' Ro:
t early Tslamie. mila - 'Thapar, while ' recognising
India seem o that fields such s lipguistics aud
indifferent to. Social anthropology ‘can mnake ' o,
eal devices that were Teal gontribution to the ‘study o
temen and by  peas. the very ‘early beriod, arques that
front of them. the use of these disciplines is still
the history of teutative, becayse “the ‘real inter-
gy is very diffi- disciplingry  icopnections - haven't
{ o heen properly made.”

mentionad befors .. Ui e
of theb fields én A_ K. B’agchl r

sl I have not much to:add, exoent

' know, Kosambi's work

s yet undevelop:
ages the evidence is .that, as you kuow, . s

iy (for. cxample, in applying  anthro-
i ‘historical sense)  ivas

European '.v;'ig- S
e 0f a path:b'reaking kind in solving
fours. What could he done. Many of ihe,

the concerns

such offi=*

A

devices in use in -
thh;tﬁaenth,t ]
en centuries, 2 A :
-“el technological e -areas (I don't like the phuase,
in | Arapic ‘but many of the - secieties where
works sra the tribal organisations have still
India, they are not been entirely broken up) can
non-existent, . be taken as laboratories for the
{ ' “study ‘of changes which had. been
oceurring through history in other
i aparts m"i Ihnc(liia wh}sre lj,he Ittlij:cs
merits and de-. hdd vanished much earlier. 1t s in
néheste_ Egigra- that sense that' that kind of work
most valuible bas belped us @ in understanding
how mueh of history is a story ‘of
suryival, a’ story of overlaps, ‘a
story/'of spiralling changes. While
there may be progress, it you look
at the aggregate trend of history,
cerfain  sethaeks,

f 'ti‘ ehh
5, each
phy 1S by f

‘ s the ' chronological
background and ‘ehronolegy is the
eye of hi 7 Literature  rare:
ly cared for ‘histo ‘And @ then i :
Whén you ask some of these hig there are also  cor
pundits, they - ofiended, “See,” muryiydls, retrogressions.,
1 'said, “what a the date of €s of social forms....
‘Sekkilar and Kambar, who lived A :
fﬁh{ier?‘ Nilankanta Sastrit says 'Bupun: !Chun;dlra;

a nger ‘contenipo- i
ary’ of - ki ! Kosambi, in hisyery first  chapter,
{ﬁi’,‘,’k% I‘Saesliléﬁaf, sk noints out how a viysit to a neigh-
literary ' background ~ whd  has Bouring temple or a village—you're
written a series. of volumes 'on In. #n  agricultural  economist—if 4
dian history. “No, vo, Thd cate of SNdeDl yes ectinfy o g0, 2 40
Kambar Is ﬁx;f.‘. ~¥:’ei qatelar Seks atiestions, he will immediately  he

i;n.? 101 “able to *generate’ data even about
SEEa past. 1

: epde ¥ 10} ?“8‘

d hyké‘gi“;%a;%ig%fhe aga aW wa few genei? 0 so later, . the peo
".df was ‘used even in Tiransh DP'¢ may be haying this problem. ..
.In the Pandyan inscriptions o Alsp, 1 suppose, the recent de-
also, the: Saka era is used.. It i % s velopment in archaeology, lin-
unfortunate t! South ‘India did guistics, anthropology ‘and so. on,

‘not produce many eras, excepting they must have helped...... ,
‘Keral hich was, of course, tuen Precisely, I would say linguis-
i amil Nadu.... they had tics, archaeology; I was men:
; Kol nth Indin, tioning social anthropology: advan-
g have the ' Kushan era, tho ces in  economics.  But also, " in
ka ‘era, the Kali era. Here: we.  scienee, like ~carbon dating; ‘to-
| for deci- morrow, developments 'in botany,
certiin  may, for example, enable use fo

n his. pet hold of certain materials. =/

Bpigraphy, lienature,  what Irfan Habib: -
SR S°$"§°§ins?¢ rh . Actually almost all the sciences
dEE 0T i should he called up for helny by
; d “the historian, parti‘cularli' whaa

the history ‘of a country like

i, coucerned—where ~ for a very
D, DY large portion even narrative ' his-
g the tory doesn't exist. Until the ele:
paint<: venth céntury, you have almost no
mi,p.e tradition. of narrative . history in
ualivy, Tidia, or, if there was a tradition,
. tho "actnal historical works have
- not survived, except for “Rajatar-
anginl’” or some other works. So
or that period in pariicular, even.
or formal political history of: the

e nol
actor ars
ation

¢ e i‘\"I’ayi

e

g the tower,
s forms of s T
~ather things, -d
es, deatermine the
ture of the p Bl

S0 ‘seulpture, |
Dainting, all the
‘ot ani idea about the
Jand the state' of 'th
5. : o !

. pro. be useful®‘And for the study of
soalal formation, and for culture
nd technology, these are very im-
portant. For example, the study of
“plape names is a very interesting
branch. - Then, although not. stricts
ly linguistics, the. nse of diction-
i ary  evidence—the ' dictionary
« order to define and identify words
—often defined technological devis
ces. By studying how the particu-.
lar words were defined in:dictionas
rics of different ‘time , you can
('on reconsiruet the'small developmeats
re yery in the .simple technological devic.
ian hic. ©s of the pre-capitalist sociefies:
~K0 Ko i iP‘l‘M*Q‘l :

! They are of help:; Prehistorle
al ‘archaeology . has its own part to
€= play. For instance, there 1§ a vieiw
- that once there was a vast contin-

ent to the south of India—the Le-
muzian continent, as they e»aﬂed

it, Once upon & fime I poohpoaned

‘ .1 thought it might be fantastic.
the T thought It was an  attempt  to

© fact, connect what was found in “Irai
who yanar - Agapporyl © Ural”,.......the

f 2nt €rst Tamil Sangam, according fo

ary sour~ that, was so many years old and

irces, ‘that kind of thing....Lord Siva
presided and so many people... .»

'y .....that and this they connected.

. But now . :that is not the casc.
_O‘Egan yeraphy has come to our res-

‘eug, The Indlan Ocean and the
~oceans which they have ftried to

‘i discover, . they have found that

theiw are hillocks near the regions

-of  Mast India, South India = and
- 'there ‘are islands like the Maldiv-
. es and?then Aftica seems to have
3 o sbeak of
ast Asia. 1
e . piece of
abable. th
is—call them

e vl
‘tory. Th
course,
also—bet ‘the Brahade
ple bullt by Rajaraja

‘Romila Thapar
I think for those 'of
working: in the fielt

aiiestion because it
argued that the soun
limited. Most of earﬁ%
tory was written on
material, and: once
through the texts’ al
ever data you wantec

s sufficient, The
al body of informat
- What is.curious
of time it has taken
of aucient India 't

fxistjng literary da
e

ndia will 'either

or will use th

e Very
the two;

&

T
lent picture.

i0-economic ]
you use the
as evidence

. and you rela
S you are posi
sources, and

- to integrate t

s not
EU68E/ it
the earlier: inhab ,
~‘Dravidians’ or hy whatever name
jos. —the earlier = inhabitants ° were
¢ found in fhese reglons, in Javd,
in Sumatra, in South India and so
orth.....You certainly - must
~noticed this sort of f{Hing—the
he' Adichanallur | discoveries, . There.
Nl ( f M worship
the weze Aval .vel. “An
‘You enriously enough, Im he same
things were found in Crete. :
.Q. So you do. feel that' arc '
X.¢ logy, anthropology, 'linguls.
ties and so on ' have really. . been

3 helpful—and as»you say, oceano-
. grapby ; N

{ g\. Yes, all are helpful. But thers
ation <*s  must he real ' co-ordination.
facior. Co-ordination, I tell you, is conspi-
ertain . cuous by itsabsence. Youdpproach
gives the  geologist,, % don’t know ' the
U re- reason, either he is busy or - he
analy- doesn't want to help you, no help

o

&

mpt to try and understand :
astr'p An its yd_iffqreh@ faeets.

4

n, olie can use a
smount of literary d
you the kind of

quire to make this

9, To what extent have recent de:

16t us ‘say, imperfectly ‘peasaatis-.

residu-

L“J%jéu*k ~_I?gurcjes s‘%i%g

all 1hese sciences. would

i

+many  disciplines ‘which

0
at’

d would  broadly he the same,

¥

sis, and inthe caseof, ancient’ In-is fortheoming. . Insufficient inter-

action between the difterent disci-
plires is asethack to the develop-
ment of the subject,
Ll e ’
Romila Thapar
AllZ these disciplines (are " being
used in a very tentative way - at
thae moment, because the real in-
ter-disciplinary connections haven't:
beell properly made.’ Linguistics, 1
think, can make a very majjor co.-
tripution, to . the ~study = par-
tieularly - of . the = very early
period. = We “ have, for
example, £0' far progressed to the -
peint where we've guestioned the
earlier statements that Vedic Sans..
‘Kiit 'was a totall

y y pure Indo-Aryan
language. )

It'is new very clear that Vedis

; Sangkrit  does have a c¢omponent

of non:Aryan..... It is also. clear
that there dre certain  categoriss
of terms that are used which re-
late to particular kinds of occupa-
ticns—like, it has been - argued,
terms yelating fo agriculture. in
Vedio Sanskrit very often have a
non-Arvyan root. Now, tliis is ' an
exiremely ' important. mnoint, ‘tes
canse dif,_in fagt, this can be ‘esty
blished, it wonld mean that the
nzture of soclety ‘of - that iime,
“would’ be one in which the pasto-
ral ‘groups were speakers of Indo-
Aryan and the agriculturists were
speakers of non-Indo-Aryan, :
80 the.  relationship of the = two
groups takes on a whole range of
new dimensions.....

7

.Theimpact of anthropology is
very, yery recent, in spite of the
Hactthat you'ye ‘had aftempts ‘on
the parl of certain anthropologists
to. use /Indelogy......this has peen
going on for a long lime, But tue
-consciptis use of an interdiscipliis
ary method by, let's say, historians
working on ancient India is quite
recent, ‘Here,of -course, it's impor.
tant in terms of the use of social
antnropology in the ‘analysis  of
society, particularly questions  of
caste ' Tormation, the possibilities
of such a thing as caste mobility
in /the early period. Even' 'more
directly, in the analysis of mytho-
logy and fhe dnalysis of the inter
‘relationships between religion
and’ society, anthropology can play
4 very major role; And mnow, . of
course,there are other branches
of .aifhropology which are also ie-
ginying  to impinge on - historical
interests, like ® political = anthrogo-
dogy, where there's this whoele dis-
cussion. of - State . formation; or
economic - anthropology, whare
there s a range of new discussion
on early pre-capitalist economics.

). You've given some  excellant
. “%e examples, 1 think, of what is
found new and useful, that is" the
link between the souvees and
methods,...., :

Venkatesh Athreya:

10. Is there a unique 'methodology
for historical research wor is it
simply ‘a question of applying a
genecrab method of social analysis
to'a particular field of inguiry?
To /what extent is history a ‘social
stience in . the ' contemporary
sense?

Range of Responses

While A. K. Baogchi wnd K. K.
Pillay rejeet the ewistence of any
unique  historical  piethod, Bagohi
arguing. that history ds essentially
an enquiry that has to, takeg into
account whatever . relevant disci-
pline icomes unto -mind”; the other
three, participants identify fed-
tures ranging fram - specific | to
highly: specific. ta the discipline.
¥or Romila Thopar, the difference
Jrom: other social sciences lies in
history’s meed %o view *'d particu-
lar  sitwation from an earlier. pe-:
riod to '@ later period”, while for
Irfan, H“bibh.t?" specific bchdragte-

slistory are |
¥ ‘sz{i the "nissaritty
o dcegunt of
L afficulties of ‘his revidence
ing mse of the  ‘tomparative me-
thod far 'more.” 'Bipan ' ‘Chandra
draws a very clear distinction bet-
weenyhistory and the vther isocial
sciencés, arguipg  that  history is
the diseipline wohich seelks to inte-
grate all ' ‘aspecis of social deve-
lopment and make the widast pos.
sible Wnkages and whick, though
wnspired by ‘theory, ‘cannot escope
being Specific and empirical:

Yy g il
A. K. Bagchi:
+ I haye partly covered the ans.
wer to ' this question ‘earlier, I
would say that there is no parti-
- cular, general method of history,
This s - an enquiry that has fo

India’ 1ake ‘inta account whateyer rele~

vant discipline  comes into mind.
When it comesi to economic data
with which I = deal, I apply the
tools of analysis that would apply
to: the' analysis ' of contemporary
economic . prablems. There would
‘be no difference ‘except ' . for (ha
. difference in recognising, let us
say, the more limited ‘role, per:
haps,. of some of ‘the market varl
ables in earlier times.

When it comes to the history of
technology  which  sometimes im:
‘pinges on-it, I'd vefer to the work
‘of fechnologists on  earlier po-
riods, . I would consult: technolo-
gists' in ‘order to' get ‘an, insight on
how - things' change...One  simply
a8 fo try fo arrive as closely at
the 'proximale  causes' of change
48 possible. . If  your focus is -on
change and if you really want to
_explain’ ehange and not'. simply
write ‘a narrative account; in that
case there are many things that
you have to ask and . ‘there are

you have
to take account of. & : !

Bipan Chandra:

1 think there is something dis-
tinctive from other ‘social scien.
ces, "Iivstly,  history is’ the one,
social science that fries fo. inte-
grate all aspects of social develop«
.ment. Secondly, ‘the ‘histerian by
his very eraft is compelled to he
specific. and, hewever theoretically
inelined' he may be, to be empiri-
‘eal also at the same time. There-
fore, unlike the economist or poli-
tical seientist whose theory dan.
be in ‘one realm and practice 'in
another, in our case ‘it cannot be
«omia way, I think this s the
distinctive  aspect: = of the histo-/
rian’s craft—that he makes very
wide: linkages .and he = operates
constantly = with empirical @ data,
where his ideas and theorjes are
constantly being  tested and, third-
ly, that being bound by time and
Sspace, he's constantly. ngecxﬁc in
his analysis and ‘zeneralisation...I
would say that this itself is.a uni-
que ‘method. ... T

Irfan Habib; _

Part of this guestion has been
‘answered earlier. [ think it is true
‘that 'if you take any social sci-
ence, it has its own characteris-

have tics, and one has to take account

of ' ‘those . charactéristics,.,...And

whereds the  general methodology

for .the different  social sciences
or
'similar, « the historian’s fask is g
Jlittle different from that of. sdy,
the economist '« or the  political
seientist in that he has to take
~acgount of the particular difficuls
of ithe - comparative method f‘ir
more than would be done by his
«colleagues in other branches.

KoK Pillgi:: o
There is no unique method...f“'
» So you can take it that his<
¥* tory is a soclal sclence then

v i3

e senge of the word,
./ material, . 1 d
. _ctcarrectly,-'test it and then analyse
it : st

Q

ancat—

. several disciplines

the partls

ties of his evidence:and make use

»

in the contemporary sense of the
word? o 4
‘. contemporary
yather

material

Yes, in the

stick to !'the

+ I'm raising this because @t
* 'least among some of the con-
tinental European histerians there
is an old sechool which would deny
that history is a soeial science...
s Yes. there are some peo
¢ who...I wouldn’t agree . wx
them...Otherwise = history ~doesn’t
deserve a place in the university!
If if.is scientific you get at the
data, = verify them, analyse them
and ‘then come to eonclusions.

» \!
Romila Thapar:

I must -confess that I-would
worried about’ such . striving
ward a unique methad, partly
‘cause I think methods themselves
undergo  modifications, it 1
change. A methad is_dependent
on the nature of knowledge at a
given point and a method is de:
pendent’ on the way in = which
knowledge is integrated; rela
analysed and so on. o

« Well, apart from speeific me.

¢ thods and ' techniques, i3
there, any  general ;met‘ha.doquy
for historival research ® whieh is,
in some sense, different from the
other social® sciences? g e
A . This, of course, is almost like

» agking the guestion: W_«,at
is the future of history? = Youre
bringing ‘in so mueh of the other
social sciences, would history Sur:
vive as a discipline ”  (laughter)
1. think ‘at the moment, yes. there
is a method...it is (o use-the jpo:
pular ' jargen) a diachroni¢ jap-
proach rather than a.  Synchronic
approach.,.the = element of “fime
and - chronology - and viewing a
particular situation from
lier period to a later
very, very important to histom
research and, T would sayy this to
a very Jlarge extent is the major
tactor which makes for differénti.
ating history frem the othen,sog:lal
sciences |

Venkatesh Athreyat
11. “Interdisciplinary apprba,e,‘lfi"wls
a much.talked about activity these
days. What is the scope for such
work in  historical research . in
India? s

Range of Responses

While the potenticl  icontribu-
tion to truly interdisciplinary. ve-
search is gemerally  appreciated,
both BIPAN CHANDRA end: RO-
'MILA THAPAR attack the po-
pular  misconception that dnter-
disciplinary- means -hotchpoteling
into one and
that “omly ‘that
soholar = can  be ¢ . interdisci:
plinary -~ who 48 ﬁ,rmlyf rooted
in his own discipline’ AKBAG-
CHIL confessing himself ‘to ' have
become “rgther  allergic to ithe
people who tallk <continually about
the . meed for = ‘“interdisciplingry
research,’ points oub  that the
best work of this type has often
‘been  ‘dome by people who
never - used - that = phrase. -
¢éiting D, D, Kosambi and Jaseph
Needham by way of distinguisficd
‘example. K. K. PILLAI ' sees  con-
siderable * scope. i  thear, for
interdisciplinary Tesearch. but
notes that problems ‘arise whea
this is sought to be zm}fL mtodpmbc;
ice. A, point. ‘reemphusised | D
tlelglg'Alé' ’IfABIB who finds ‘that in
the present organisational set<un
of the universities, the scope for
such research is very limited in
practice; and illustrates how. even
between history and archaeeology,
“barriers. are continuousiy being
raised.” 5 e

A. K. Bagchi: {

AT S e st worlkof )]
i rywrlesealx;ch did‘hazt g

ne by people who n
%geethat phrase! By people
Kosambi, who was a mathemat
cian by profession, then heca
4 historian,.I. am told = he .
also ‘an archaeologist. 1 can
the name of Joseph | Needh
from/ another . country and a
ther area of historical resea
who started as a natural scien
nd ended up as the greatest
orian = of . ‘technology
science . we have  seen
our time, and has illumined
story. of a whole = civilisationi.
There Is scope for such work
but [ am rather allergic tothe
aeopie who talk continually abouf
the  need for ‘interdisciplinary®
resaareh..... . : =

. What is actually being ¢

« 'about it at any institutional
or ‘other level? s
A. I know that at our Centre,
%o spveral economists and ‘his:
_torians have collaborated in ‘wrh
ting the agrarian history of ben
gal and, connected with that, the
palitieal history at the grassroota
Adevel during the last half of the
nineteenth century and the first
half of 'the twentieth century..I
am aware all the time of my debt
to ‘my historian friends whom 1
consult when ' I do not .know ' ex

b

storical

argue strongly

actly if Pm making a false state.

‘ment’ in a particular  area; and
who ‘are’ always good at giving
counter:examples to the kinds of
generalisations ' that economists
are prone to! i

Bipan Chandra:

~ As/ I've explained, 1 think the
basic. to' the historical approach..
is the widest linkages.. Now what
are the widest linkages but an
‘effort fo incorperate the results
of the researches = of the othey
disciplines? But then the  word,
“interdisciplinary’. is in my yview
‘very  much abused bhecause many
people think - ‘that interdiscipli
nary means = combining  several
disciplines into one. — whioh ‘i
not the ecase at alll I belieye that
only that scholar  'can be inter-
disciplinary who is firmly roetec
in his ‘own discipline and who s
learning from = other disciplines
and utilising 'their’ insights In his
own diseipline...not ‘a person who
is ‘one-third economist, onethird
sociologist, one.third historian. i
think 'this question is very impor-
tant ‘because ' in many universi-
ties which are = beginning fo go
with the  tide of “interdiscipli.
nary” studies, they are trying to
‘create Wwhat used to be the old
B/ 'A. Pass Course — one .paper
in ‘history, one in economics, one
in . political science, . which .is
not . mterdiseiplinary

Irfan Habib:
To  be frank, the scope . for
interdiseiplinary research in prac:

. tice is very limited just now. be:

cause the way the  universities
function, partly = the way seme
other  organisations | concerned
function. the tendency is for the
departments of history,

ments of economies. and other

departments’ to organise their ‘re.:

separately.

search  programmes € atel
archaeolog)

And even between.

and  history, barriers )
nuously being ralsed.: To cite an
example, whereas = much work
has been  done on proto-history
nd the  Archaeological Survev
as rightly spent much effort and
money on unearthing traces. of
early cultures in India, a simila

-kimli olt‘ effort is not made Qn eveé
exploring standing buildings and

3 . structures—which would be ve

important for the
life in later periods. o

. For example, we - noticed that
very few bridges, < publi¢ inns,

/

study of socia

- embankments ‘and

(|

an - ear-
periog is

. interdisciplinary research

i Range of Responses

[ tions.

at ,'an;..‘
citish,

the depart-.

are contls.

“not an.  accidental
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public offices of the Mughal periud
have been .scientifically examined
and described: in the  Archaeo-
logi¢al Survey. And when re-
cently, in ~ Western ‘UP. and
Hdryana, some:of my colleagues
undertook a field exploration, they
discovered a large number of
structures which  are not even
protected monuments, let alone
being described. and surveyed in
the Archaeological Suryey's . re:
ports. This applies even to bridges,
fairly large
structures of serais and katcheries,
that is to gay, inns  and public
offices of the Mughal period: There
has hardly been any work done
on trying fo use aerial- photo-
graphy - for discovering different
methods' of ecultivation in areas
which have been abandoned, as _
vhas: been ' done, for example, in
Britain, Admittedly, this is a tar
'maore diffieult task than looking
after medieval buildings, hut both
Ithese tasks would need to.be dong
at some time'in the future so that
archaeolpgy plays its due part in
reconstruycting our social history

K. K. Pillai:

. There 'is great  scope, but it
exists in theory. In actual practice
a new outlook has te be introduc
ed, so to speak the organisers,
I mean the heads of univprsities
* - orgahise meetings between the
neads of such departments which
need such coordination,..,..You
see, I get much help from the
geographer; the geographer may
not get any’ help from the - histo-

. Yes, at least as an ecorfomist,
% I can say that economiecs
needs history and I'm sure history
could use eeconomics......
A. Quite right,

s ;

» Would you say, for example
: that in the curriculum. itself,
we could introduce, insist on the
economic student picking up quite
a bit of history and vice versa?

: That is going back to. history!

That is, when we studied, 1
told you we studied History, Ecos
nemics and: Politics in the highest
course and we are never  Sorry
for that. Of course, much of the
Jjugglery that is sometimes  there
might not be understood by other
people, but really basic factors in

*all these subjects must be under:

stond:o oo

Romila Thapar:

Well, I think the first thing Is
that it does enrich  the analysis
of an historical problem. If brings
to bear on the problem not only
a large range of sources but it, 1n
tury, sets off ‘a new lot of ques
tions...Also, if one is trylng = to
understand a problem — 1 would .
like to stress this. very mueh —
the point about the intellectuatl
‘eomponent is very important.

I'm mot using this in any kind
of snobbish fashion; but through
a very genuine ' coneern | that
if one Is ‘interssted in  under.
standing a problem,” whether it is
4 historical problem . relating  to
the past, whether it 4s a contem-
porary - problem. relating to pre-
sent<day society, the very business
af understanding. really ' requires
one to be analytical, to be ratio:
nal, to 'he logical, to relate what
needs te Dbe related and so on...
the histerian ' is not the. omnisels
ent god who says “this'' is true
tact -and ‘this is false fact’; the
historian is not, the judge  who
sits and says “this is right his
tory and this is wrong history”;
the historian is trying to' under:.
stand, and what he is frying ta
present, then, is an understand:
ing inagpuch as  he can gather,
taking irfto consideration all = the
different dimensions of a particus
lar problem relating to the past...

: It's ‘heginning teo . happen,

“tirisckind - of - interdisciplinary

[ ;

5 certainly beginning to
happen...there ' Is' a cerfain
amount - of support from various
institutions = But, you see; essen-
tially ‘I think that' one of ' the
popular misconceptions about in:
terdisciplinary research s = that
if you put together a course of
study which has two papers . in
“history, two in sociology, two in
economics and one 1In anthropos
logy, this is regarded as “inter:
diseiplinary®. But the essence of
15 that
the person who's using this me.
thod has to be very well-ground:
ed’ In one discipline—really well:
.grounded—and can then use the
methods of other disciplines with
-a certain amount of caution, he.
cause ' ‘cautlon  is necessary —
otherwise you might get a lot of
spurious work being thrown up
as so-called Interdisciplinary work
...the very important thm% is that
you ‘have to be based in 'one
‘discipline, and then you can reach
out to others, dependant uponthe
kinds of source material  you're
dealing with and the kinds  of
guestions you're asking. 2

VL. Problem of
Generalisation and
Regional History
Venkatesh Athreya:

12. It is well known that there is
3 great deal of ‘variation among
the : different regions of {India.
Given this reality, what are the
problems encountered in making
geéneralisations about the patterns
of 'historical development our
subcontinent? To what extent, and
in 'relation to what speeific areas
of mesearch, is it paossible to ge-
neralise for Indfa as a whole?

The ' corsensus . view 4s that
there is considerable = scope for
making  generalisations at - the
all:Indin  lével,  motwithstanding
the importance of reaional varig-
While emphasising  that
any . generalisation must bear in
mind the size of the country and
differences. for evample, in  pat-
terus, ' of  agriculture, IRFAN
HABIB arques  that the various
regions of India have often been
“oylturally . interconnected to a
greater degree than a study of
political history would suggest.’’.
A, K. BAGCHI points out that cer-.
‘tain  regiongl wariations  heve -
‘themselves been  shaved by all-
India  constraints, citing by way
of erxample the different land set-
tlements introduced by the Bri.
while BIPAN' CHANDRA
sees Indian society in the modern
period as developing in - an. in-
creasingly  integrated faghion,
thereby -widening  the passibili-
ties for ' generalisation. Noting
that the  emergence of regionul
history 'is. g wvery -healthy correc:
tive to the “Ganges Vailey bigs”
0f earlier generations of Indian
historians, ~ROMILA THAPAR
nevertheless identifies - certain
weaknesses in approach = and
rargues for a ‘“‘much more - gques-
tioning, analytical study” of re-
gional history.

A. K. Bagchi :

. You see, the regional variations
are  themselveg shaped by certain
all-India. constraints, © "The . fact
that the British stuck to the Per:
manent Settlement . in  Bengal
~while experimenting with _the
ryotwari and 'its variations in Bom-
bay and Madras presidencles is
phenomenon.
(1t is the Bengal revenues which
‘Were the mainstay of the Britlsh

..w.and the main source of re
mittanées to Britdin. Whereas in
the case ‘of Bombay and Madras
there was 'a deficit = throughout,
for most of the period and the
British were trying to inerease
the revenues as much as possible

so these regional vyariations
are also connected with ithe im-
peratives of imperialist policy,, ...

1 hdve already pointed out to
some fthings that would apply to
all of India, let us say, during the
British period. It would apply to
all parts of India that = the
British would rely for land re-
venye collection on a coalition of
landlords, moneylenders and ‘trad-
ers, It would apply fo all parts of
India that peasants in . gZeneral
would he left very little more
than subsistence And it is this
kind of generalisation which would
very often be anathema to hoth
the so-called nationalist historian
and the neo-imperialist historian,

Bipan Chandra :

1 will speak only for the modcrn
period. I believe that most of the
medium-level: and wider generali-
sations can be made about Indian
history as a whole, becausé from
the ‘mineteenth ceatury we = are
getting Indian society developing
more and *more In an. integral
fashion, = Economieally,” India has
been becoming ‘a . single murket
and a single economy; politically,
we have witnessed the process of
a nation in the muking, where
India ‘has ‘been more and more
politically integrated, partially be-
cause of ‘the anti-colonial ‘struggle;
and, thirdly, we . have seen the
emergence of all-India social clas-
ses, which cannot be seen in local
or  provineial terms I'm also
a strong’ champion of local and
regional . history..,,..because  we
must be able to test the wider
generalisations 't the - local level '
and,” with that; deepen our wider
understanding. It is not a coun-
terrelationship, it is not  that re-
gional development is to be coun-
terposed to the all-India. develop-
ment, Rather, the two are to be

seen  fogether......
Q. The inereasing economic and
»social integration of different
parts of India—is this reelly a
reality in itself?
A I'm saying this because a
enew trend ' has developed—
and unfortunately because of the
colonial situation in. our -ideologi-
cal’ realm, it has some influence
also—where Indian history is be- .
ing disintegrated, ‘and reglopal
aspects emphasised, This thing is
being done by the regional chau-
vinists who are trying to use his
tory; but this is also being done
by an entire school of historians
who say that there was mo such
thing as an all-India . national
movement, but there were only
moyéments of ' the region ‘and
local level......But let’s look at real
life—not only at the Indian Na-
tional Congress or the Indian na-
.tional moyement—but look at any
of the other developments of our
society, The trade union . move-
ment has always been all-India...
similarly ' our: peasan{ movement
..»wsimilarly the capitalist class,
As early as 1937, the Federation
of - Chambers: of Commerce = and
Industry was founded, angd it has
been recognised ‘as the leader of
thie Indian: capitalist class, over-
riding © the regional ‘and local
chambers of commerce.,....Perhaps
the historians. should /learn from
real life as to how fhe close res
lationship is to he established......

Irfan Habib: - _
1 would say that in making any
generalisation,’ one must bear In
mind always the size of the coun+
try. &nd the fact that someiimes
the agrarian relagions; for exams
ple, had varied because fhe me-
thods of cultlvation were diffe-
rent. For example, = as is heing
now — recognised, rich . peasant
farming would be of a different
kind in the wheat-producing than
in the rice-producing ' areas  and
even forms of agrarian relations .
would vary for that simple rea:
SO ; R :
1 think the geographical.  bare
riers which sometimes arise bet-
ween different regions in a couns
try like India need ' also to be
borne in mind, Let ys say for. a
particular  technological - device
which 'might be ifitrodyced in
Western Punjab in 1200 ADi it
might take a long time before it
reaches Tamil Nadu......Generally
speaking, of course allowing for
exceptions, one notices that con-
tacts between India—I mean the
pre-1947 India—and other coun:
tries were more restricted because
of the gepgraphical barriers, and
so it was perhaps easier for a
practice to spread from Punjab to
Bengal than for it to' spread, let
us ‘say, from Punjab’ to. Iran, al-
though the distance might be the
game, o ; 3
 So one should always pear in
mind that India, while it might
not be politically united, has al-
ways been a geographical express
gion iand this means that its va- -
rious regions were woiten  cultu-
rally. interconnected 'to a greater
degree than a study of political
history would suggest.i.i... ' 1 7y
+ So there Is some basis  for
» generalisation, but not in-
discriminately...... :
. Yes, I think that I should
* agree with you, .

K. K. Pillai:

A very nice question, hecause
it is a question which bothers wus.
What was found in Delhi—take .
any period, 1400 or 1600 AD.—
was not found  in the Bahmani

~kingdom, ‘and . was certainly not

found in Madurai......it was not at
alll,'found in Kalakkad -or Tirunel-
velice,

Romile Thapar:

I think one of the {n'ohlemS.
of course, has been that the in-
terest in regional hisStory is a re-
latively  new -interest. Indian his-
tory has suffered very strongly—
in the nineteenth century and the
early twentieth  century—ifrom
wha¥ one might call a kind of
Ganges. Valley bilas, One doesn’t
know whether this was because
the RBritish Indian e¢apitals were
Jocated in Calcutta or Delhi, and
therefore Indian nistory was: al
ways seen from that perspective,

But ‘the study of reglonal hiss
tory is something which really
dates to a few works of the pre. .
Independence period such as the
work on South India and Bengal,
but essentially to the post-Inde-
pendence period, when the cons
sciousnesg of the State and  the
region tended to coalesce  and
therefore there was an interest
in regional  history.

Now, one of the problems has
been that reglonal history has, by
and large, so far been a collec
tion of information—and this is
very, necessary initlally, because
there aren’t bhooks and. publica-
tions of a kind on which student
courfes can: be based, and = yet
every university in the various
regions has to teach some regional
history, So the very collection of
information is something which
is a primary requisite,
‘But equally important is the
fact that regional history is tend-
ing to bhe seen from the same per.
spective as the all-Indla history—,
in other words, the same periodl-
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