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Dear Mr. Nakamura,

I am delighted to offer my support for the
nomination of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan for the Blue Planet
Prize 1995.

As one of the world’s leading scientists, Dr.
swaminathan’s career has been dedicated to sustainable
agriculture and the preservation and improvement of the
world’s ecological resources. He has made a unique
contribution to food and agricultural science and
technology, particularly for the benefit of the rural poor
in developing countries.

In addition to his many high posts of
responsibility within the Indian government, Dr.
Swaminathan has occupied a number of international
positions of great responsibility and distinction. His
scientific prowess is amply jliustrated by the exceptional
honours bestowed upon him by many international
organizations and academic institutions.

The relationship between IDRC and Dr. Swaminathan
dates back to the early eighties, when he was Director
General of the International Rice Research Institute.

Since then, and ‘in his various capacities, IDRC has
collaborated closely with him on a host of research
activities, the most recent of which being the Iwokrama

International Rainforest Programme in Guyana.
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The myriad of Swami’s accomplishments in genetic
conservation and enhancement have greatly strengthened the
research capacity in these areas. He has advocated
successfully the recognition that biodiversity and
intellectual property rights are priority areas that extend
beyond the scientific community.

On a more personal note, I should add that Dr.
Swaminathan is one of the most humane, gentle and
thoughtful men it has been my privilege to know. He would
bring lustre and distinction to any organization which saw
fit to honour him. It gives me great pleasure to add my
name in support of his nomination.

With kind regards.

Yours/ gincerelyy,

Keith A. Bezansén

F“

bcc. Norman Myers
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Fax: (0081-3)3285-0592
28 October 1994
Dear Mr. Yu Nakamura,

It is my great pleasure to nominate Dr. M.S. Swaminathan,
Director of both the M.S. Research Foundation and the Centre for
Research on Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development, India
for the Blue Planet Prize 1995, awarded by your foundation.

Dr. Swaminathan is one of the world’s foremost agricultural
scientists. His reputation has not only been earned with his
contribution to the world’s agricultural development and
conservation of the global ecosystem as Director-General of the
International Rice Research Institute, but also with his
remarkable accomplishments in the field of plant genetics and
agriculture. With his aims and aspirations, Dr. Swaminathan has
devoted himself to the life-long endeavor of achieving co-
existence of people, society and the environment. With a goal of
integrating ecological sustainability, economic efficiency and
social equity, he has utilized both his knowledge and the
institutions that he has set up to disseminate science and
technoclogy tc the mass of the rural communities in India, which
has resulted in the development of innovative technologies that
on the one hand enable the low-income farmers to derive full
benefit from technological progress, and on the other, and on the
other support sustainable agriculture and foster conservation of
natural resources. In recognition - of his efforts and
achievements in this regard he has been awarded dozens of
honorary titles and quite a number of eminent awards. He is known
as "the father" of 1India’s Green Revolution, and has been
appointed to a number of prestigious positions of international
organizations in the agricultural and environmental fields.

SR EE MK LI5S, ME B 4mfd. 100862 Hiff, 22349 SSTCC CN 4%E, 8515048
i15B. Fu Xing Rd, Beiiing, 100862 China: Telex: 22349 SSTCC CN. Fax: 8515048




Having been working in the same field of addressing the problem
of upgrading the 1living standards of the grass-root farmer
through science and technology, I have been known Dr. Swaminathan
for quite some years. Apart from our other communications, we had
the opportunity of sharing experiences in an International
Eco-technology and Rural Employment Dialogue held in Madras,
India  in April, 1993,

It 1is for reasons stated above that I strongly support Dr.
Swaminathan for the Blue Planet Prize 1995, and your positive
consideration to his nomination would be much appreciated.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Prof. Dr. Jian Song

State Councillor of the State Council

and Chairman of

The State Science and Technology Commission
The People’s Republic of China
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1994-11-04

Dear Norman,

Thank you for your letter which reached me only
at the end of October.

However, I have sent fax to the Blue Planet Prize,
strongly endorsing the nomination of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan.

I very much hope that he will get the prize.
Let us try to meet soon.

With my best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

b
‘/‘

Ashok Khosla

Professor Norman Myers,

Consultant in Environment and Development
Upper Meadow, 01d Road, Headington

Oxford 0X3, 8SZ

U.K.
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Dear Ms Nagahiro,
Dear Mr Nakamura,

I am writing to support the nomination of Dr M.S. Swaminathan for and the
M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation for the "Blue Planet” Prize in 1995 e

While it is not the custom of UNESCO to nominate or support nominations of
persons or institutions for international or national prizes, I consider the case of
Dr Swaninathan and his Research Foundation to be exceptional. Indeed, their work in
promoting concrete action for the rural poor, is an outstanding example of a pragmatic
contribution to achieving human sustainable development, which is one of the major
goals of UNESCO. In particular, I endorse the.work of Dr Swaminathan’s Centre for
Research on Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development concerning such subject as
the conservation of genetic diversity and the establishment of "biovillages”. The
awarding of the "Blue Planet” Prize would serve to heighten the international reputation
of the MCS. Swaminathan Foundation and encourage other personalities and countries to
emulate such pioneering and worthwhile work.

I hope that you will be able to give favourable consideration to the candidature of
Dr Swaminathan and his Research Foundation for the "Blue Planet” Prize for 1995.

Yours sincerely,

FECy

Federico Mayor

Ms Tomoko Nagahiro

Mr Yu Nakamura

The Blue Planet Prize

The Asahi Glass Foundation

12th Floor, Bank of Tokyo Building
4-2, Marunouchi 1-chome,
Chiyoda-ku

TOKYO 100

Japan

Fax: 81.3.3285.0592

cc.  Mr Norman Myers, UK.




THE 1994 RECIPIENTS

Monkombu Sambasivan Swaminathan
Dr. Swaminathan, the Director of the Centre for Research on

Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development based in Madiras,

India, has for the past 40 years played a pivotal role in the conser-
vation of biological diversity. As one of the world’s leading agricul-

tural scientists, he has played a catalytic role in his country’s green
revolution and in agricultural research and development.
Dr. Swaminathan has been at the forefront of moving India from

having the largest food deficit in the world to producing enough
grain to feed all of its people. He has published more than 200
papers in international journals and several books, including
Building a National Food Security System (1981) and Sctence and
Integrated Rural Development (1982). :
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15 March 1995

Dear Mr. Nakamura and Ms. Nagahiro:

It is an honor to write this letter in support of the selection of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan
and the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation and the Centre for Research on
Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development for the /995 Blue Planet Prize.

I have known Dr. Swaminathan and his work for many years, and I can think of no more
appropriate recipient of this prestigious international prize. In my view, he is a man of truly
unique commitment and accomplishment in the fields of global environmental problem-solving
and human development -- fields to which my own organization, the United Nations Development
Programme, has devoted itself for nearly a half century.

[ have carefully reviewed the 1995 Blue Planet Prize Nomination Requirements, and am
convinced that an extremely compelling case can be made for both the "Academic Award" as
well as the "Development and Implementation Award." With someone of Dr. Swaminathan’s
prodigious record of achievement, the challenge is to summarize his work in the few paragraphs
I have here.

As you may be well aware, for the past 40 years, Dr. Swaminathan has played a pivotal
role worldwide in the conservation of biological diversity. As one of the world’s leading
agricultural scientists, his efforts were catalytic in India’s green revolution, and because of his
emphasis on both conservation and utilization of natural resources for human welfare, Dr.
Swaminathan is widely known as the father of the field of economic ecology. His research on
the conservation of wild relatives of wheat, rice and potato led to the development of a strong
national food security system throughout India. He was also a primary architect of the worldwide
network of agricultural research centers (CGIAR), serving as member and chair of its technical
advisory committee from its inception. The CGIAR has served humanity well as an effective
instrument for increasing the world’s food production in environmentally sound ways. Dr.
Swaminathan also served as Director General of the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
for a decade.

Dr. Swaminathan’s work with UNDP and others for the conservation of the world’s
largest national park, the Iworkrama in Guyana, is making a significant contribution to the
preservation of the precious tropical rain forest. His center’s cutting edge work on mangrove
conservation in India and throughout Asia, is helping prevent the extinction of this ecosystem and
its multitude of species. Dr. Swaminathan’s leadership of the International Commission on Food
and Peace has offered the world innovative and powerful new approaches to resolving the food
and population crises -- clearly central issues to the future of mankind and the health of the
planet.
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The M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation is playing a leading role in India now in
fundamental and applied research related to biotechnology and conservation of ecosystems, and
the involvement and ownership of such research initiatives by local communities themselves. His
center is also involved in assisting local government develop environmental policies, as well as
in expanding environmental awareness through media, education, as well as the promotion of
research on environmental topics. Training for researchers is another area of primary focus for
this dynamic center.

Dr. Swaminathan’s career of original scientific accomplishment in a wide range of
disciplines is exemplified by his more than 200 published articles and books, and testifies to his
original and advanced academic and technical accomplishments.

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance in supporting the selection of Dr.
Swaminathan, one of the world’s most prominent environmental leaders and humanitarians, for
this noteworthy prize. I wish to express my full support for this inspired choice in the very
strongest terms possible.

Sincerely yours,

W /&/’
Michael M. Ghicovsky

Acting Executive Coordinator
United Nations Development Programme -- Global Environment Facili
One United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017
Tel: 212/906-5044; Fax: 212/906-6998

Mr. Yu Nakamura
Director of Commendation
and

Ms. Tomoko Nagahiro
Secretary of Commendation
The Blue Planet Prize 1995
The Asahi Glass Foundation
12th Floor, Bank of Tokyo Building
1-2 Marunouchi 1-chome:
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100
Japan




