
HE country may have
had its share of the
monsoons, but it still 1s
a good time to look at
that great panacea -
water harvesting

Is 1t happening? Remember the
hue and cry about water harvesting
two years ago when the PrimeMinis-
ter inaugurated a conference on the
issue? May be the tremendous ener-
gy of that period has not been fully
channelised But a beginning has
been made and there are enough
success stories from the heart of In-
dia to spur those on who have been
lagging behind
Of course there are a lot of people

who stil prefer to pay for a tanker of
waterwhen in dire straits rather than
make a long term investment in a
more lasting solution These are the
people who have to be convinced
about the tremendous benefits of
rain water harvesting With ground
water levels falling steeply all over
the country, the hand of cnisis that
could loom ahead 1s brought out by
this little story from Jharodakalan in
South West Delhi What is hearten-
Ing 1s its solution
At Jharodakalan, water 1s brought

by tankers Last year, the acute scar;
city ofwater almost led to water de-
partment officials beg beaten up
by the villagers The Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Hentage
(INTACH) stepped in and took on
the responsibility of recharging and
sustaining ground water in at least a
dry tube well through water harvest
ing The results are there for all to
see, says Mr Manu Bhatnagar of IN-

USHA RAI looks at some
Success stories in

rainwater harvesting that
should convince those of
us who are still sceptical.

TACH
Yamuna Apartments in Alaknan-

da, South Delhi, are concrete blocks
with pretty green spaces But there 1s
a major difference between Yamuna
Apartments and other residential
buildings The 195 members of the
Residents Welfare Association are
environment friendly and conscious
of their responsibility not only
conserving water but also in boost
ing the pathetically low, 30 metre
deep ground water level in the re-
gion So in November 2001, when
the Central Ground Water Authority
(CGWA) advertised its services for
residents interested water harvest
ing, the RWA - Yamuna Apart-
ments, sought its help
The CGWA has prepared 688 de-

signs for water harvesting to suit al-
most every need Currently 70
residents' welfare associations,
largely group housing societies, are
implementing water harvesting
schemes designed by the CGWA.
Fortunately Yamuna Apartments

has its own storm water drain and
the water from here could be divert-
ed to the two large pits (10 m deep
and 10.5 m by 2 5 m) that were con-
structed near the two main gates
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on''t cloud the issue
There are pipes that divert the water
from the storm water drain into the
pits When one pit gets filled, water
flows into the second one The cost
worked out to be Rs 3 lakhs and
each resident contributed Rs 3,000
The water for the use of the residents
1s stored RCC tanks the base
ment Every day it is pumped up into
overhead tanks for three to four
hours There is monitoring of the
daily use of water Since the mcep
tion of water harvesting, the associ
ation has been able to increase water
supply to houses to six hours a day
The capacity of the tube wells, which
have been recharged, has gone up
from 10,000 litres a day to 15,000
litres
Thanks to water harvesting struc

tures, on May 27, the day it rained
heavily this summer, both the pits
were filled
According to the Officer In charge,

Delhi, CGWA, Dr SB Singh, every
day, 650million gallons ofwater flow
into the sewers and is wasted Yet,
the average ground water level is re
ceding every day In the Chattarpur
basin area for instance, it has drop
ped from five metres below the
ground to 40/45m nowin a span ofa
few years In fact, water below 40 m
is saline To prevent people from
sapping the earth dry, tube well sink
ing has been stopped in South West
and South Delhi The Jal Board of
Delhi thought there were 1,600 tube
wells in Delhi When people were
asked to register their tube wells, one
lakh were registered But Mr Singh

Continued on page 8



Don't cloud the issue
Continued from page 27 \O-
feels there may be three-lakh such wells. With
public cooperation, the CGWA is confident that
all the precipitation during the rains can reach
the aquifier.
The effort to harvest rainwater has been start-

ed on a macro level by INTACH and other orga-
nisations, and at the micro level by residents of
welfare associations. In fact it is nowmandatory
for all group housing societies to have a water
harvesting structure as a part of their building
plan.
The sprawling, upmarket Vasant Vihar area in

Delhi too has got into water harvesting in a big
way, though, initially, residents could not visual-
ise the benefits. They expected to see water
gushing out. They did not understand the con-
cept of recharging the groundwater. But with
1,350 plots, most of them with tube wells, the
exploitation of groundwaterwas enormous. The
CGWA notification making it mandatory for
those with bore wells to undertake water har-
vesting on their premises or face having their
tube wells being sealed spurred residents into
action. Work soon began on public lands and
structures owned by the Delhi Jal Board, the
Delhi Development Authority (DDA) and the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD).

-

The president of the V.V. Residents Welfare
Association, says the joint vénture projects on
bagiadari (sharing basis havehelped*recharge

* ment. ~

abandoned tube wells and keep seven parks of
Vasant Vihar green. Eleven projects have been .

completed on public land and 30 more are cur-
rently on.
Water harvesting projects have begun in Al

street, the MCD horticulture nursery, the DDA
woodlands, adjacent to C6 Steet, the DDA Dis-
trict Park in addition to a recycling project of
non-sewage water nallah, running parallel to
"A" block. The last project is yielding about 200
litres of irrigation water per minute to several
parks of "A" block. A private telecom operator
and a multinational bank have contributed
money for the water harvesting on public land.
The technique was simple just laying speed
breakers around a park to direct water into
abandonedwells or digging a hole (which is cov-
ered with ajali) and making a channel two feet
wide and a foot deep and connecting it to a tube
well in the park. There are about 55 parks in
Vasant Vihar.
INTACH has been doingmacrowater harvest-

ing since 1995-1996 and can boast of creating a

bird sanctuary on a 11-km stretch ofwater body
that formed the Najafgarh Nallah. The 51 km-
long Najafgarh nallah starts at Dhansa and joins
the Yamuna near Wazirabad. Thirty kilometres
of the drain is in rural Delhi.With the help of the
Irrigation and Flood Control Department of the
Delhi Government, the drain was desilted to in-
crease its storage capacity and then using regu-
lators at Kakraula and Dhansa to retain the
water. In fact the brackish water is improving
with dilution, says Manu Bhatnagar.
By retaining the water in the drain, the aquif-

ers have been recharged. There is more water
now for irrigation. Farmers, six kilometres away
from the drain, are now growing crops. Tube
wells in the area have been discharging water
copiously and in two years the water table is up
by a metre.
Water harvesting has also been taken up on a

three kilometre stretch of the Central Ridge near
AshokHotel. The Barapullah drain near Defence
Colony is to be converted into a water harvest-
ing channel. The recharging of ponds - 500
small water bodies has also been taken up.
Thirty ponds have been converted into storage
structures. Three hundred abandoned stone
quarries in South Delhi are also seen as having
potential for water harvesting. The Asola and

>

INTACH is also trying to increase the capacity
ofa horseshoe lake nearWazirabad that dries up
by the end of the summer. This will be connect-
ed to the Yamuna.
In all, some 700 government organisations are

putting up water harvesting facilities these
include school buildings, hospitals and even the
flyover near Dhaula Kuan. From the flyover, ver-
tical pipes will channel the water into pits in the
ground.
Throughwater harvesting, water can bemade

available at a fourth of the cost itwould be avail-
able from big dams, says Mr. Bhatnagar. One

Bhattimines are being afforested by the Govern-

Bhatti mine will provide more water for Delhi
than several group housing societies, says Sure-
sh Rohilla, a water harvesting expert from the
National Capital Region Planning Board. Bhat-
nagar echoes these sentiments "one marco
job on water harvesting can do more than one
lakh households tapping water. Yet it is impor-
tant to involve as many people as possible in
water harvesting so that it becomes a people's
movement. @
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Dump thebaggage
ATMOSPHERE the subconti

nent does not seem to have changed
either for thebetteror for theworse as
a result of Colin Powells visit Even

then the US secretary of statemust have felt
assured that at least the war clouds which
caused so much concern all over the world
have a considerable extent All
that now needs to be done 1n his perception
1s for furtheraction by adia

begin Buthere hes the rub For
mstance as a first step towards a further eas
ing of tension Mr Powellwould hke a toning
down of the rhetoric Besides he
want Pakistan to respond more favourably
to India s demand for the extradition of the
20 terrorists which New Delhi has
for various crimes Since 14 of them are
Indian nationals there should not be too
much of a loss of face for Islamabad to hand
over someof them
However some of PervezMusharraf s com

ments on the very dayMr Powell was feeling
very encouraged by his visit to Indiamight
not be regarded as all that friendly by India
His observation to a group of clerics that
Pakistandoesnothave toprove its credentials
to India in the context of the crackdown on
religious extremists suggests that the
Pakistani dictator has not yet come to terms
with what the western world regards as a

courageous step He obviously guarding
himself against the charge that his actions
havebeen the resultof thepressure appliedby
both India (bymoving troops to the border)
and theUS Healso seems tohavebeen offend
ed by India s stand that will wait for some
time to see whether General Musharraf 1s
genuinely repentant about his past follhes
Though understandable it 1s an attitude of
this nature resentment which
canbean impediment toareturntonormality
Similar obstacles can also be identified by

the setting of various preconditions by
GeneralMusharraf refusal to

Line of the border
between the two countries a suggestion
which has often been voiced India Along
with the reiteration of the need to ascertain
the wishes of the people of Kashmir what
these ploys do 1s to stiffen the atti
tudes on both sides Clearly such postures
cannot precede the opening of a dialogue
Perhaps as amilitary man the Pakistana
leader wants to follow certain set guidelines
But as theAgra summit showed atti
tude can undermine thediplomatic efforts In
this context General Musharraf should
re read that part of Atal Bihar
speech callmg for the dumping of historical
baggage which he had quoted with approval
inhis speech

Emotional aboutwater
WITH full swing the
issue of the river waters between
Punjab and Haryana has again become con
troversial Surely the can
be resolvedbyaneffectivewatermanagement
strategy There 1s enough water in the Ravi
Beas system for it to be diverted to the
Yamuna through the Sutle) to benefit
Haryana Indeed this 1s the basis on which
allocations weremade to Haryana from time
to tume after was carved out fromPunjab in
1966 The the Sutle) Yamuna
Link canal (SYL)was satis
factorily until the late Seventies when the
issuebecame politics
Thematter gained an emotional edgewhen

theAkahDal 1m its fight against theCentre
sought tomakeout that the Sikhpeasantry

wasbeingdoneoutof 1ts inherent rights The
rest is history But the SYL gota fresh lease of
hfe flowing out of the recommendations of
the Erad: Tribunal in thewake of the Punjab
Accord signed 1n 1985 between the Rajiv
Gandhi the Akal Dal led at
the time by late Sant Harcharan Singh
Longowal Nevertheless the
the SYL could not be resumed even after ter

rorist violence ceased in Punjab possibly
because of the relative instability of the
Centre and its dependence on coalition pol
tics since the lateEighties
The Supreme Court s directive to Punjab to

complete the sectionof theSYL fallingwithin
its territory within a year has now caused a
huge row Water 1sahighly emotive issue and
the Akalis and the Congress seem to share
the opinion that Punjab can t spare water
TheAkalis seem tobemore vociferous proba
bly because of their declining political stock
in Punjab Akal politicians of all hues
including Parkash Singh Badal have begun
to strike aggressive postures the more irre
sponsible among them even speaking of
rivers of blood This does their credentials
no good at all The chief minister particu
lar should haveobserved restraint
While the apex court 1s right its assess

ment in view of the sensitivity of the issue
the broader questions need to be discussed
at an appropriate forum considering the
might of a mparian state to its river waters
The Centre needs to watch out for the
hot heads and not allow the situation to
spiral control

Put themusicon
WITH EYECATCHINGmodels bothmotor
cars and their female promoters ondis
play at the current Auto Expo in New Delhi
India has come a long way from the times
when there were only three or four types of
cars the market and imported cars were
few and far between Today attractive prod
ucts of well known auto
be seen in showrooms Moreover despite the
recession manymedium sized carshavebeen
launched recently which are affordable
only to that segment of buyers who already
possess a car There must be an increase
mn demand sight to motivate carmanufac
turers to come out with these launches
suggesting the arrival of spring and a big

themarket
While it 1s true that car sales declined

between April and the
decline was less than what it was 2000
Maruti which has a 57 per cent share of the
market has also seenadecline profits But
on thewhole car sales arepickingup as com

¢
with a decline in demand over the last couple
of years car November2001 fell
by 18 per cent after recording a yearon year
growth the preceding five months People
demand carswhen their incomes grow It 1s a
barometerof the general health of the econo
my especially the US which also has the
largestnumberof car's theworld
In India a revival of car sales shows that

the middle class 1s growing and people have
enough disposablemcome to be able to afford
cars and run them With a dipm the interest
rate the purchase of cars through loans has
become easier and recently the price of

also been brought down making
the running of thebig cars cheaper All these
positive factors can revup the demand fornot
only small cars but even the luxury cars The
prospectof a booming economy 1n thenot too
distant future will bringmore luxury cars to
India Toyota may bring Lexus and Damier
Chrysler could manufacture more Mercs
That 1swhy theautomobilemdustry seems sopared However tune happy Yes put the
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Rape also used asameansof punshingawoman or puttinghermn herplace

Crimewithout punishment
ByUsuaRal

ed y raped
po icemen in Delhi Two men were
arrested one 1s still facing trial while
all the acquitted Eight
years later shewas a ses
gions Delhi to test fy agaist

girl compelled to relive the trauma of
her childhood once again

and tell her husband a different story
Shewas raped
When her husband returned Rubi

na ran away sought shelter mm a friend s
house and contacted an NGO through

Therearehundredsof similar casesof
rape by family members close friends
and neighbours all across the subco 1t1
nent A Saath: an NGO based in
Kathmandu shows that in 99 per
cent of the rapists were to their

Despite the strongwomen smovement
and revision of rape laws mn Nepal
Bangladesh Sri Lanka Pakistan and
India most perpetrators of rape go
unpunished This despite the estab
lished fact that sex offenders have the
highest rate for repeatingan offence
Astudy inNepal shows that 44percent

of the rapists are leading normal lives
Only eight per cent had been jailed and

In India 15 000

less than 4 per cent
In Bangladesh nearly 1000 women

THE BODYAND THEM ND The Scream by EdwardMunch 895

fear that if a case of rape is reported it
would ruin the lifeof thegirl orwoman
Ameena Hussein of the International

Centre for Ethnic Studies Sri Lanka
says only 50 per cent of the victims of
rapeand sexualabuse lodgeapolicecom
plamt and only 25 per cent of the cases

to trial Thosewho seek justice
ate often disillusioned
TherewuetworwecasesinS Lanka

which dta,ged on in thecuuttsiu land
Syears It tuok 16 longyears for thecourts
im India to award a 10 year sentence for
the rape of a five yearold byher neigh
bour in Hyderabad Though the trial
court awarded 10 years imprisonment
thehighcourt reduced it tofive TheState
appealed Supreme Court and
the high court was reduc
ing the sentence The girl now 21 years
hasnot been given an for

eight year old who
was let off with a sentence of one year
(that too was commuted because he had
spent a year as an undertrial prisoner)

imprisonment The judgment said the
rapist was newlymarried and hismar
ried life would suffer so he should be
given a second chance Obviously the
judgedidnothave the same sympathy for

suf theeight yearold child
Another common thread that runs

10 to 16 years Mehra and Chattia; in
their 1994 study reported that two of
every three persons raped are children
InBangladesh Johanand Islam reported
m 1997 738 rape
over 16 per cent wereminors In Nepal
rape victims were of all ages but 39 per

below 19 years Paralysedwith
fear these voung people we u to
resist shout hit 01 sti us.k
Rape 1s not always vu n nicted in lust it

1s also used as a means of punishing a

stop the illegamarriageof aone yearold

a complaint f ed against a member of
their community five Guyars waylaid

in the
fhelds While twomen held her husband
down theothers took turns rapingher
Hussain: B: of Hyderabad was gang

11 punishment for
be onging to a Naxalite group When the
state government offered her compensa
tion she refused to take it to make the
point that no money can make amends
for the trauma of a rapevictim

Rape victims suffer double victimisa
thon first by those crime
and then by the justice system

to hysterical Victimsoften
leave thecourtroomwith theirdignityand
reputation
Despite various amendments to rape

laws im some countries they are still not
gender sensitive TheNepali lawdemands
proof of penetration and victims find it
difficulttomakestatementstomalepolice
officer's to thateffect
Rape has always been considered a

majorcrime the Islamicsocietyof Pak
istan but there has hardly been any pun
skment ot the culpris \ccord ng to the
Zina and Huduud Ordinaace che rapist
gets 40 whiplashes convicted Human
rights activists point out that as per the
ordinance there have to be four married
adultMuslum the cr ume

Tareq a lawyer and activist of

the

omatically
the rapist the jit]couldbe tried

foradulteryand uf punished ssonedfor Shesaysdozensofwomenare

In Bangladesh under a special law
enacted in 2000 provision has beenmade
for speedy trial and a death sentence
or hfe imprisonment of the convicted
rapist A child born out of the rape ts
entitled to inhet stance rights from the
convicted tamily until 21 years in thecase

of

fu ly
But the rape even

the 1s antiquated If the tor
turesbya orothermeans

19not
InNepal the verynatureof rape law

which stipulates reporting within 24
hours a medical check up and finding
traces of semen as necessary proof
often prevents justice given the rural set
ting and poormedical services in most
parts In the subcontinent most victims
report rape after many days The law
must allow a longer gap for reporting of
these incidents Quicker closed court
hearingsmust also be adopted tomake
easier forwomen to report rape
TheMahila Dakshata Samiti n ndia

the area instead of the seven years rigorous
arest

fer the violence of rape Mos cases go

subcontinent genuine

GOOD indicator of the ugher side of our
national character 1s thé way ambitious peo

1 who throngoffices
tackets Many goof political parties to se

much pressure as they can hrough money and
selectors familiarwith these

ves

I happen to know quite a few of this tribe oilysmooth One thing they have in

hes When one becomes a his kinsmen wil publish 1t

every stateand n everypolitca party except
the communists The virus

their political clout U: tely the disease

do I have so mu ice against polit
cians? Probably because upon a time I too

hadbeenarrestedat thendyraGandh nternation
al Airport as they were aboat to board a flight for
Hong Kong The official version that they were

myhome
I had not heard of theGeuffins till November 1

1984 A day earlier IndiraGandhi had been assassi
nated by her Sikh securit' guards Angry mobs
were onthe rampage thirst ng for Sikh blood The

amobd getsme

em to safty across heborder Therearenot

stigma through the subcontinent 1s theastonish
negative ingly young age of the victims many of

them just five and six years old In India
nearly 25percentof the rape victimsare

WITHMALICE TOWARDSONEANDALL KhushwantSingh

Why are the Gauffins in Tihar?
fin I foronewill never neverbelneve that theywere
saltin, away money They could be on yet another
mission to help out someone in dire peril

& Wright

BEING a few publishers main
ly Penguin Viking I am often Hind
and Urdu novelists to help them have theirworks

ture I scan overa few pages and without comment

ago all were rejected because the English was
flawed Shukla smodern classic RaagDar
bar: first translated into English by himself (he
was in the IAS) then by some friend would have
met the same fate till Penguin askedGillianWright
to takea lookat it Her translationwasacceptedand
the novelwent intomany editions
it was the samewith Rah: Masoom Raza sAdhaGaon Shia Muslim

difficult to put into English Her English version

approachme I give thema standard

mentsof theorigmal andhave implic t faith inher
ability to put st good English
Gilhan Wright s latest offering 1sMiddle India

Selected Short StoriesofBhisham Sahni (Penguin)
Here ts oneman I have known over 70 years We are
the same age and were in the same class in Govern
ment College Lahore I heard about his achieve

Award the highest given by theDelhi government
honorarydoctorates sevennovels nine
short stores six plays and a biography of his broth
erBalray Sahni He Hind: J readHind with

hence the titleMiddle India Some are on the parti
tion of the country (another experience I share
with him) some about the tragedy of anglicised
Indians some of minor episodes which he has
turned into griping tales with satire and sardonic
humour: I am proud he lives m an apartment just
behindmy back garden

Namastay

IWELCOME foreign touristswith openarms
To the landof lagoonsand swaying
God sown country a verdant fantasy
Isthe slogan comed bvme
Withmy freshly constructed resorts
Of the luxurious superdeluxe sort

dollarspouring in
SriLanka s loss 1smy gain
(They goton thewatch list yousee
Of h rightsand

got inflammatorySo to ban child prostitution legally)
We 1¢ simply catering,tohuman need
Ot the pedophihac breed
Offeringchilden asmain courseor

Besides they grow faston the streets

formore resorts

woman and think a woman
Says 1Es lawyer

Courtesy FeatureService

OFFTRACK | BhaMahavn

Laughing at oneself
HEN received a etter from theonly army comman
der m the country who had secured a doctorate
defence science while commanding an active army I

did not catch the significance of his book The book had
been described by the highest decorated army officer who
had taught him soldier asa military

ford! pressed by
tha

heavy we ghtof
books

tome
bymywell wishers I had respond
What I wasmissingwasbrought home tome a curious

manner The occasion was the imauguration of Mohyal

eightsuites anda w tha 24 fth gh
dome The impressive gatheringwas in anupbeatmoodhav
inggota placeon thebanksof theGanga
Itwasa3crorejobverywelldoneand inarecord twoyears

dueto D Bal: president GeneralMohyalSabha

lations or professors of English litera
published in English Some bring their own trans Ashram

on they
in getting the pass them on to Penguin Viking Till a few years

Lt

submerged
hasbeen

nineforeignanguages hasservedasatextbook
for thend:anarmyandhasbeen adaptedby IGNOU forteach

and Leadership D mhiskitty

Familes went

are
fam reply

asa aPunjab or nut case )

the he
Have you notheard thequip Bhera has 70 72
Jhallas" Aouder guffaw followed

tered Icouldbankon thesportivenessof thegathering

said Therehavebeen reportsof ahandfulmeeting to form
an association but before evenmaking a beginning getting
into heated some insignificant dis
persing If everythingpassedoff peacefully peoplemay start
wonderingwhat had happened to theMohyali There
were nods and smiles I an old story of the

India
constitutiona and social respon I

and law
hismain SHIBLI

community
ernor was present and a resolutionwas beingmoved by Dr
G L Dutt who later became Vikram Univer
sity He We are a small community consistingof seven
sub Chibbers Balis Dutts etc Aman whohada

inKolam Chief

and theother sub likeus are just ?that field
Dutt con

tinued his
if your excelie rcv had any doubt about our being amartial
class you have 1 stnw seen a proof
That ts ust Mohval hke sensitive even fussy about their

self respect but simple almost reckless
if challenged How often a ready wit comes to the rescue mn

odd situations remains an open question
Abraham Lincoln was once called a double faced person

keep thisface heasked If Thad another? I won
der 1f someonewll helpme discoveringbywhat logic this

Thewriter tsGovernorofMadhya Pradesh

and

1scommendable

their
Lincoin toms mind



Dump thebaggage
HE ATMOSPHERE in the subconti
nent does not seem to have changed
either for thebetteror for theworse as
a Colin Powells visit Even

then theUS secretary of statemust have felt
assured that at least the war clouds which
caused so much concern all over the world
have a considerable extent All
that now needs to be done his perception
1s for furtheraction by adia

begin But herem hes the rub For
instance as a first step towards a further eas
ingof tension Mr Powellwould hke a toning
down of the rhetoric Besides he
want Pakistan to respond more favourably
to India s demand for the extradition of the
2 terrorists which New Delhi has identified
for various crimes Since 14 of them are
Indian nationals there should not be too
much of a loss of face for Islamabad to hand
over someof them
However some of PervezMusharraf s com

ments on the very dayMr Powell was feeling
very encouraged by his visit to Indiamight
not be regarded as all that friendly by India
His observation to a group of clerics that
Pakistan doesnothave toprove its credentials
to India the context of the crackdown on
religious extremists suggests that the
Pakistani dictator has not yet come to terms
with what the western world regards as a

courageous step He 1s obviously guarding
himself against the charge that his actions
havebeen the resultof thepressureappliedby
both India (by moving troops to the border)
and theUS Healso seems tohavebeen offend
ed by Indias stand that will wait for some
tumé to see whether General Musharraf 1s

genuinely repentant about his past follies
Though understandable 1t an attitude of
this nature resentment which
canbean impediment toareturntonormality
Similar obstacies can also be identified by

the setting of various preconditions by
GeneralMusharraf refusal to
recognise the Line of Control as the border
between the two countries a suggestion
which has often been voiced in India Along
with the reiteration of the need to ascertain

tudes on both s des Clearly such postures
cannot precede the opening of a dialogue
Perhaps as a the Pakistani
leader wants to follow certain set guidelines
But as theAgra atti
tude canundermine the diplomatic efforts In
this context General Musharraf should
re read that part of Atal Bihari Vaypayee s
speech calling for the dumping of historical
baggage which he had quoted with approval
inhis speech

Emotional aboutwater
WITH full swing the
issue of the sharing of river waters between
Punjab and Haryana has again become con
troversial Surely the contentious issue can

Beas system for it to be diverted to the
Yamuna through the Sutle) to benefit
Haryana Indeed this 1s the basis on which
allocations were made to Haryana from time
to tume after was carved out fromPunjab in
1966 The the Sutle) Yamuna
Link canal (SYL)was satis
factorily until the late Seventies when the
issuebecame politics
Thematter gained an emotiona edgewhen

theAkahDal im its fight against theCentre
sought tomakeout that the Sikhpeasantry

was beingdoneoutof its inherent rights The
rest history But the SYL gota fresh leaseof
hfe flowing out of the recommendations of
the Erad Tribunal in the wake of the Punjab
Accord signed in 1985 between the Rajiv
Gandhi the Akal Dal led at
the time by late Sant Harcharan Singh
Longowal Nevertheless the

rorist violence ceased .n Punjab possibly
because of the relative nstability of the
Centre and its dependence on coalition poli
ties since the lateEighties
The Supreme Court s directive to Punjab to

complete the sectionof theSYL fallingwithin
its territory within a year has now caused a
huge row Water 1sahighlyemotive issue and
the Akahs and the Congress seem to share
the opinion that Punjab can t spare water
TheAkalis seem to bemore vociferous proba
bly because of theur declining political stock
in Punjab Akal: politicians of all hues
including Parkash Singh Badal have
to stmke aggressive postures the more
sponsible among them even speaking of
rivers of blood This does their credentials
no good at all The chief minister particu
lar shouldhaveobserved restraint
While the apex court 1s right 1n its assess

ment view of the sensitivity of the issue
the broader questions need to be discussed
at an appropriate forum considering the
right of a riparian state to its river waters
The Centre needs to watch out for the
hot heads and not allow the situation to

the SYL could not be resumed even after ter spiral
Put themusicon

WITH EYE CATCHINGmodels- bothmotor
cars and their female promoters on dis
play at the current Auto Expo m New Delhi
India has come a long way from the times
when there were only three or four types of
cars in the market and imported cars were
few and far between Today attractive prod
ucts of well known auto
be seen showrooms Moreover despite the
recession manymedium sizedcarshavebeen
launched recently which are affordable
only to that segment of buyers who already
possess a car There must be an increase
m demand sight to motivate carmanufac
turers to come out with these launches
suggesting the spring and a big

themarket
While it true that car sales declined

between April and the rate of
decline was less than what it was in 2000
Maruti which has a 57 per cent share of the
market hasalso seenadecline profits But
on thewhole car sales are picking up as com

last year However tune

with a decline demand over the last couple
of years car November2001 fell
by 18 per cent after recording a yearon year
growth n the months People
demand cars when their incomes grow It 1s a
barometer of the general health of the econo
my especially mn the US which also has the
largestnumberof cars theworld
In India a revival of car sales shows that

the middle class growing and people have
enough disposable income to be able to afford
cars and run them With a dip the interest
rate the purchase of cars through loans has
become easier and recently the price ofpetrol brought down making

Chrysier could manufacture more Mercs
That 1swhy the automobile industry seems so
happy Yes put themusicon

OVER
All thatmatters ws loveandwork
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vant forgettingther
social

sibilities We are undergoing a again
phasewherewe need acomplete to get noticed on any interna
transformation of our judicial
and law
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Crimewithout punishment
ByUsHaARal

mediac ago 10

raped including five

against

relive the trauma of
again

yearold Rubma of

Despite the strongwomen smovement
and revision of rape laws in Nepal

Sri Lanka Pakistan and
India most perpetrators of rape go
unpunished This 1s despite the estab
1 fact that sex the
highest rate for repeatingan offence
AstudymNepal shows that44percent

of the rapists are leading normal lives
Only eight per cent had been jasled and
two per cent had run away from the area
where they were living to avoid arrest
In India where 15 000 cases of rape are

a year the conviction rate
less than 4 per cent
In Bangladesh nearly 10 women

many of them as youngas$ sut

of fear of social stigma
discriminatory laws and the negative
attitude of law enforcement,officials

subcontinent theretsgenuine

THEBODYAND THEM ND The Scream by EdwardMunch 895

fear that sf a case of rapu is reported it
would ruin the lifeof thegn1owoman
Ameena Hussein of the International

Centre for Ethnic Studies in Sri Lanka
says only 50 per cent of the victims of
rapeand sexualabuse lodgeapolicecom
plaint and only 25 per cent of the cases

to Thosewho seek justice
are often disillusioned
Therewe etworwecases n$ ifanhs

wh ch d1ra,gedon the cout ts fui 12and
Syeas It took 16 longs,yews fur thecou ts
in India toaward a 10 year sentence for
the rape of a five yearold by her neigh
bour in Hvderabad Though the trial
court awarded 10 years imprisonment
thehighcourt reduced st to five TheState
appealed before the Supreme Court and
the high court was castigated for reduc
ing the sentence The girl now 21 years
has not been given an for
get the trauma for somany years
A high court judge of Karnataka

remembers the case of a 26 year old
raping an eight year old who

was let off with a sentence of one year
(that too was commuted because he had
spent a year as an undertrial prisoner)
imstead of the seven years rigorous
imprisonment The judgment said the
rapist was newlymarried and his mar
ried life would suffer so he should be
given a second chance Obviously the
judgedid nothave the same sympathy for
the eight yeaa old child
Another common thread that runs

through the theastonish
ingly young age of the victims many of
them just five and yearsold In India
nearly 25percentof the rape victimsare

10 to 16 veais Mehra and Chattia) in
their 1994 study reported that two of
every three persons raped are children
In Bangladesh Johan and Islam reported
in 1997 that of the 5 788 victims of rape
over 16 per centwereminors In Nepal
rape victims were of all ages but $9 per
centwere below 19 years Paralvsed with
fear these voung people arc unrbic to
tesist shout hit on stregte
Rape ts not aluayes > n nitted tn lust It

1s also used as a me ins of punishing a
her Bhan

a complaint f ed against a member of
their community five Guyars waylaid

Mohanm the
fhelds While twomen held her husband
down theothers took turns rapingher
Hussain: B) of Hyderabad was gang

state government offered her compensa
tion she refused to take it to make the
point that no money can make amends
for the a rape victim
Rape victims suffer aouble victimisa

tion first by those crime
and then by the criminal justice system
The victim smorality ts put under scruti

iy as
well

as
her

attemptsto
resist

or repel

as bold mot by apt

Despite various amendments to rape
laws in some countries thev are still not
gender sensitive TheNepal: lawdemands
proof of victims find it
difficulttmakestatementstomalepolaceofficers
Rape has always been considered a

majorcrime in the Islamicsocietyof Pak
stan but there has hardly been any pun
ishment of the culpt its Accord nz, to the
Zina and Hudood O:dinance the rapiet
gets 40 whiplashes if convicted Human
rights activists point out that as per the
ordinance there have to be four married
adultMuslim the crime
Shakira Tariq a activist of

Krachi

wally
therap st thegircouldbe tried

foradultcr and sf punished imps tsoned
for 26years Shesays womenare
languishing 1n jail after their rape cases
were adultery
In Bangladesh under a special law

2000 beenmade
for speedy trial and a death sentence
or life amprisonment of the convicted
rapist A child born out of the rape ts
entiticd to inheritance rishts from the
cmv acted tamily until 21 years in theciseo aboy and untilmarriage theeaseof
a girl Since the punishment 1s
judges are reluctant to pass life ter?
death fully
But the rape even

the antiquated If the tor
ture 1sbya orothermeans

1snot rape
InNepal theverynatureof rape law

which stipulates reporting within 24
hours a medical check up and finding
traces of semen as necessary proof
often prevents justicegiven the rural set
ting and poormedical services in most
parts In the subcontinent most victims
report rape after many days The law
must allow a longer gap for reporting
these incidents Quicker closed court
hearingsmust also be adopted tomake

has suggested that rape cases should be
only bywomen judgesanded women lawyers Aman however

learned canneverget into thepsycheofa
woman and think lke woman
saysa seniorwoman lawyer

11 punishment for
be onging to a Naxalite group When the

TheMahila Dakshata India

cases go

Courtesy FeatureService

Rongji s enthusiasm for doing
India Conceding

our supremacy in software he
has mooted partnership with
us tograb thenumberone IT slot
in theworld
An India China

THIS REFERS to the editorial
Judging the judges (December
26) Judgesare the the
people However at a National
LegalWorkshop mn Kollam Chief

h and tt isa
are

On the reghtnote

GOOD indicator of the ugher side of our

the numberof men who offices
of political parties to tickets Mans go
from one office to because no

commitments to an party They exert as

kinship Panelsof selectors fam iarwith these

political commitments the have none to serve
the people It 1s shamelessavarice mask
of social service

1 happen to know quite a few of this tribe oilysmooth Ohe thing they have in

is the hallmark of all su politicians The
more they can foboff the ale forwhat theywill
do for them thecommunity the some

are

in every state and every pol tical party except

their political clout U ly the disease
fatal

Why do I have so mu

the roadside [ did not hat it takes to become
a

Geom
hadbeen thend:raGandhi Internation
al they were aboat to board a flight for

arge sum of them
At the time of writing the. are stil) Tihar Jail

thematter I feel helpless tecause I do not know
what I

can
do

to
get them out of Tihar and bring

ted by her Sikh securit guards Angry mobs
were on the rampage thirst ng for Sikh blood Ihe
administration was either saralysed or unwilling
to restore law and order I was a marked man

had criticised mn Par

mtomycaratonce Take want for two
or three days My wife ad I fo owed with our
tooth brushes toothpasteand night clothes We
were driven to the Swed h embassv compound
where the Rolfs lived Wespent two nights with
them tillviolence subsided
Thiswasbynomeansthfirst time thatRolf had

overlooked diplomatic nicetes and gone to the res
cueof people indangerof beingtheirhives In Iran
he rescued Iranzans on ren from the police and
drove them to safetyacross he border not
manypeoplemn theworldhi eRolfand

WITHMALICE TOWARDSONEANDALL = KhushwantSingh

Why are the Gaufiins in Tihar?
fin Tfor i] never neverbelieve that theywere
salting aww money They could be 011 yet another
mission to helpout someone in dire peril

& Wreght

BEING CONNECTEDwith a few publishers main
ly Penguin Viking I am often H ndi
and Urdu novelists to help them have their works
published in English Some bring their own trans
lations or rendered by professors of English litera
tue I scan over a few pages and without comment
pass them on to Penguin Viking Till a few years
ago all were rejected because the English was
flawed Shrilal Shukla smodern classic RaagDar
bari first translated into English by himself (he
was in the IAS) then by would have
met the same fate till Penguin askedGillianWright
to takea lookat 1t Her acceptedand
the novelwent intomany editions
It was the same with Rahi Masoom

Gaon with a lot of Shia Muslim terminology very
anmeult to put into English Her English version

Urdunovelists approachme I give them a standard
reply If GillianWright agrees to translate it we
will publish 1t We rely on her judgment on the
meritsof theoriginal and have faith in her
ability to put 1t good English
Gilhan Wright s latest offering 1s Middle India

Selected Short Stortesof Bhisham Sahni (Penguin)
Here ts oneman I have known over 70 years We are
the same age and were in the same class Govern
ment College Lahore I heard about his achieve

Award ghest given by the Delhi government
honorarydoctorates sevennovels nine
short stores six plavs and a his broth
er Sahni Hewrote inHind read
somedifficulty Ididnot realisehowgreatawriterhe
was GillianWright now
All the stories are about themiddle class Indian

hence the titleMiddie India Some areon the parti
tion of the country (another experience I share
with him) some about the tragedy of anglicised
Indians some of minor episodes which he has
turned into gi iping tales with satire and sardon c
humouw I am proud he lives in an apartment just

back garden

Ramastay

IWELCOME foreign touristswith openarms
To the landof lagoons and swayingpalms
God sown countrv a verdant fantasy
Is the slogan comed bvme
Withmv fheshiv constructed resorts
Of the luxurious supe: deluxe sort

dollers pouring
pat

on thewenciust

very inflammatorv

Of the
Offering chi dren asmain course 01

Beggingmight be theironly recourse

Sexual their creed
i assuagemy consciencewith such thoughts

formore resorts

(Courtesy Ritu Jain NewDetht)

OFFTRACK | BharMahavu

Laughing at oneself
HEN I received a letter from theonly army comman
der in the country who had secured a

bee 1 desc1 ibed by the highest decorated army officer who
had taught him soldering asa military
ership in India He had offered tosend a copy to me
hard pressed by the heavy weight of books presented tome
by mywell wishers I had respond
What I wasmissingwasbrought home tome in a curious

manner The occasion was the mauguration of Mohyal

eightsuites anda hall tha 24 fth gh
The impressivegatheringwas an upbeatmoodhav

ing got a placeon thebanksof theGanga
Itwasa3crorejobverywelldoneand ina record twoyear's

dueto D Bali president GeneralMohyal Sabha
who was being One o the two distin

the stage BKN Chibber left little
foranyoneelse to laudBali Acclaimwasat suchapeak that I

worrying if anythingwould forme toadd
Itwashe the second general to take themike next Lt

did not catch the significance of his The book had

Ashram

party ticket It

Gen ML Chibber who myproblembygivingagiumpee
of literaryacumen ind the of

haswrittenabookon Leadership been

people giving them

nineforeign languages
for thendianarmyandhasbeenadaptedby
mg Leadership Healsohasa hiskitty

lam often asked hesaid what quality it 1s im the small
Mohyal community which equips itsmemberswith a vit lity
that impresses the recruiting officers asmuch as it enables
them to succeed in farming and other forms of selfemploy
ment reply It 1s thecapacity to laughatours#ives
Wehavet ourbloodand givesus thestrength to facechal
lenges I belong toBhera (northwestern Punjab Pak
wstan) Mywife whohailsfromPindDadanKhan
asa Jhalia (Punjabi for nutcase )
This selfcomplimentwas greetedwith loud laughter

complained aboutfrom he asked
Have younot heard thequip Bhera has 70 72
Jhailas? A louder
Did thePunjabi 1di0m about one in hisearly 70s go ngpar

the communists The virus wives broth

north town?My had thusbeen
I SHOULD havewritten

Mohyals are known for another characteristic too

persing If everythingpassedoff peacefully peoplemav start
wonderingwhat had happened to theMohyali There
were nods and smiles I an old story of the

said Therehavebeen reports

martial
Mohyalswereagitating tobe recognisedas an

was aconference inwhich theBritishgov
ernor was present and a resolution was being Dr
GJ Dutt who later became the firstVCof Vikram Un ver
sity Hesaid Wearea small community consistingof seven
sub Chibbers Balis Dutts etc Amanwhohada

Justice P said that

The rod fel near the stage stunning everyone
speech unfazed Turnimg to the said

If your excelle icy had any doubt aboutour bemgamartial
class you have now seen a proof thereof
That ts just Mohval hike sensitive even fussy about their

selfrespect but simple almost reckless
if challenzcd How often a ready wit comes to the rescue in
odd situations open question
Abraham Lincoln was once called a double faced person
Would I keep thisface heasked If Ihadanother? Iwon
der if someonewill helpme indiscoveringbywhat logic this
quote from Lincoln came tomymind

Thewrvter tsGovernorofMadhyaPradesh

So I had to ban child legally)

(HT City January
ikha Mishra I have

am not
here to run down Ritu Ber but
to promote Charity Balls Iwas
given to understand that the
report would be about Charity

which defied al
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New pacemakers
@A NEW class of pacemakers will
hkely debut this year in the United
States offeringmillions new hope for
a disease that is the most common
cause for elderly hospitalisation If
approved doctors will see advances
in bi ventricular pacemakers a new
kind of therapy that electrically stim
ulates the heart to beat more effi
ciently These pacemakers mav also
revive a patient whose heart had
stopped functioning The new stop
watch sized devices have wires lead
ing to the heart s ventricles and are
implanted in the chest to deliver a
mild shock to help bring a patient s
heartbeat back into normal rhythm

Avoid raw sprouts
@ PEOPLE particularly children the
elderly and those with weak immune
systems should avoid eating raw
sprouts because the crunchy pro
tein packed foods could cause salm
onella and other possibly fatal

infections US
Federal Health
experts have
said They have
said bacteria
can hide in tiny
cracks and sur
vive processing
and recommend
that consumers

cook the sprouts Once perceived as
perfect foods clover alfalfa and rad
ish sprouts have gained a dodgy rep
utation as scientists link them to
food borne ulnesses

REUTERS
Training with the troops

®BRITAINs volunteer Territorial
Army has launched a new fitness
programme and its not just for
recruits Called Get FitTA it is a 12
week programme based on the
training that ali TA members go
through It covers flexibility and
strength as well as aerobic and mus
cles endurance It ts available free if
you register online at www getfitta
co uk or call 0845 602 5000 @

©Telegraph Group Limited
London 2002

A penny for your thoughts?
all dreamt of

owning our own
business someday
and often when
people have faced
adversity such asa

diagnosis of cancer that dream be
comes even stronger
Our Jimitat ans stem from the fact

thatmost of us havea realjob - one
that pays our bills puts food on the
table clothes on our back and allows
us the freedom to pursue on
the side our dream of run
ning our own company
But since most of us are
not financially independent
ly wealthy nor did we get cho
sen to play Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire we often get caught in
the middle we cant afford to quit
our realjobs yet we can t afford not
to if we seriously mean business
That s where the phrase Penny for

your Thoughts? comes to mind If
people are willing to
pay a penny for our
thoughts would
they be willing to
pay $1 $10 $100 or
more? Most of us
have probably never
stopped ask

I decided to take

cer Club I had \done the basics
to at least outwardly
appear as if I had a via
ble company I had pur
chased business cards

started The Can

the nest egg or time I needed to quit
my real job as a senior executive at
an international marketing company
and focus on my dream on a full ttme
basis So I sat down and wrote the
letter
In the letter I outlined what the

mission statement of my company
was why I was starting it what I
hoped to achieve who I hoped to re
ach and how hoped to get there And
then I asked the question would you

AND SO MYCANCERTREATMENT
WILL PROBABLY HAVE ME OUT OF
THE OFF CE FOR ABOUT 6 MONTHS

and e mail registered my compa
nys name etc But I just didn t have mailbox from a neigh

R Xis a gynaecologist
m a private hospital
in Thiruvananthapu

salary His fee
comes from the caesarean surgeries
(CS) he conducts between 1 pm and
5pm At the end of day he gets ap
proximately Rs 40 000 - the cut de
ducted from patients bills
In a super specialty hospital on the

outskirts of Kottayam a semi urban
town in Kerala most mothers to be
come asking for a painless labour
oraCS [hese women from upper
class Syrian Christian families are
willing to take any risk as long as they
can avoid pain
Doctors especially obstetricians

throughout Kerala are insuring them
selves against professional indemni
ty This 1s because incidences of
litigation on the grounds of negli
gence inside the maternity ward are
on the rise and Kerala doctors claim
could soon become the State with the
highest rate of litigation against
them
The reproductive health of the Ma

layali woman ts considered far better
than that of her counterparts in other
parts of India but Kerala in recent
years has been showing an appalling
rate of caesareans done in super spe
cialty private hospitals
While hospitals in the West are

looking at drastically reducing caesa
rean births the State which has a
World Health Organisation (WHO)
acclaimed infant mortality rate (13
per 1 000) and the highest female to
male ratio in India (1 067 females to
1000 males according to the 2001
census) seems to be doing the
opposite
In a survey undertaken at the

Achutha Menon Centre for Health
Science Studies (AMC) Thiruvan
thapuram the medical records of 360
mothers admitted to various private
hospitals in Kozhikode Ernakulam
and Thiruvananthapuram have
shown that the rate of caesareans
conducted is around 50 per cent and
normal deliveries between 20 to 25
per cent
According to WHO norms under

appropriate technologies for birth
the rate of caesareans anywhere in
the world should not be more than 15

RR DRE BI ES, SG MMR.

ram The hospital

Avoiding pain at any cost
While the West 1s looking
at ways to drastically

reduce caesarean births,
Kerala a state which has
WHO acclaimed infant

mortality rate and the

highest gender ratio in the

country seems to be doing
the opposite says

SHWETHA E GEORGE

per cent In fact hospitals that used
to have a high rate of caesarean
births in the West like the Mount Si
nal Hospital in New York and others
in United Kingdom and Sweden are
addressing the issue by looking at on
ly referred cases and auditing the
number of caesareans done by each
gynaecologist
A caesarean 1s the primary cause of

maternal mortality and morbidity
rates A wound infection haemor
rhage or inappropriate blood trans
fusion during the surgery can lead to
the death of the mother Incidence of
morbidity ( state of sickness ) is also
high with surgery She has to avoid
strenuous work and rest for about
three months (In the case of normal
labour a mother can resume her
chores after 15 days The negligible
rate of vaginal birth after caesarean
in Kerala also accounts for maternal
morbidity Only one in less than 50
mothers interviewed in the survey
had a vaginal birth after a caesarean
and only if it was a premature
delivery
In fact of the 360 mothers inter

viewed in the three cities 90 per cent

A

S TET

said they did not discuss the mode of
delivery with ther gynaecologists
Only 15 per cent said they would
have had a caeserian had they been
asked their choice Then why are cae
sareans rampant?

No doctor wants to take the nsk of
waiting for normal labour says Dr
Vyaya Stephen gynaecologist who
runs her own clinic in Ernakulam
First she says the doctor doesnt
have the time for individual atten
tion Second givey the quality treat
ment privat@ hospitals the
mothers and chi ds safety is en
sured And most important a caesa
rean 1s ideal considering the doctor s
own interest

Because the s

very litigious Int
lem the family members and the
public at large cm get very nasty

The public havdalways had a mis

tem has become
event of a prob
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tt
a

trust towards private doctors says
Churchin Ben deputy director (re
tired) State Health Department
mainly because of the money in
volved Other than government and
private hospitals Kerala has a num
ber of mission hospitals generously
backed by religious denominations
The ostentatious display each time a
new wing is inaugurated or equip
ment imported works against the fa
vour of the non governmental
medical fraternity
In fact the medical fraternity es

pecially those in obstetrics and gy
naecology take all steps needed for a
delivery free of comphcations One of
these 1s to make caesareans the order
of the day

Even if there is a 90 per cent
chance of normal delivery we would
still do a caesarean taking into ac
count the remaining 10 per cent

EE Tee
says Dr Stephen who has taken an
insurance policy of Rs15 lakhs
against professional indemnity just
like her counterparts in other private
hospitals There are not enough
doctors or trained nurses for each pa
tient who can monitor her as labour
progresses There are no such things
as foetal monitors either says Dr
Achamma Thomas former gynaecol
ogist with the Government Medical
College Kottayam

In a private hospital the doctor
works using limited facilities It
would be suicidal for him to wait for
the patient to show signs of normal
labour A caesarean is the safer op
tion she says
A caesarean has other benefits too

A gynaecology department can plan
the number of surgeries per day- it
ensures more money mm the hospital s
kitty And although the medical fra
ternity insists that gynaecologists do
not get a cut from the patients bill
towards hospital expenses sources
in the State Health Department beg
to differ
Social factors also play a role in

hiking the rate of caesareans Kerala
has a semi urban population says
Mr Ben The level of awareness is
high Deliveries rarely happen at
home Even ina village you will find
mothers to be visiting a hospital reg
ularly Every five kilometres there 1s

sure to be a clinic every 10 km you
will definitely find a hospital
Says Mala Ramanathan associate

professor at the AMC and an expert
on reproductive health It 1s actually
a double edged sword Where caesa
reans are concerned there 1s a cer
tain amount of medical care
involved That is taking a perfectly
natural process like child birth into
the realm of medicine and then
treating it like a disease Medical su
pervision of the birthing process yes
But irrelevant medical diagnosis?
She says one can find four to six

MRI centres every 36 sq km in Thiru
vanthapuram You can find at least
36 ultrasound scanning centres with
in the same distance
On the other hand a doctor taces

problems from families which have
high expectations not only of a safe
delivery but also of an ideal post de
livery phase The patient doesnt
want too many problems that could
affect her later and the family wants
the child to be born on a specific date
or at a specified time that has been
decided by the family astrologer
There is intervention from both

sides Sometimes a caesarean be
comes absolutely necessary when
complications arise An elective pro
cedure says Ms Mala 1s what 1s un
called for irrespective of who takes
the decision - the doctor or the
patient
In fact the demand for a caesarean

increases as one goes up the socio
economic ladder The general atti
tude apparently 1s that since caesa
reans have become the norm it must
be normal But even a normal deliv
ery 1s not normal in its true sense
says Dr Hemachandran Artificial
induction or rupturing of the mem
brane are methods practised even for
a normal labour An epidural shot
might also ensure a few hours of
painless labour for the patient but it
automatically mitiates instrumental
delivery use of forceps
Says gynaecologist Dr Jaipal at the

Matha Hospital Ettumanur Young
mothers have a wrong idea about
pain Some even feel that post oper
ative pain ts more bearable than a
normal delivery
The emphasis therefore should be

on ante natal treatment where the
mother to be gets to know the facts
about her health and 1s advised on
the mode of delivery most su table
Upper class or not women must not
assume that just because caeserians
have become the norm its normal

A doctor s primary responsibility
is to discuss the pros and cons of
each mode of delivery and influence
the decision of the patient although
the final choice 1s left to her says Dr
Hemachandran
If Kerala has been lauded repeat

edly for achieving exemplary stan
dards in the health sector its high
time the results showed @
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does not pay him a

be willing to consider a gift to help me
get my business off the ground?

I addressed the letter to 500 people
friends family business associates
neighbours and acquaintances The
day I dropped the letter in the mailbox
I went crawling back on hands and
knees to the Postmaster General beg
ging him ta let me take them back
what had I done I despaired I cant
believe I did this
Until the very next day when the

first cheque
for $10 was in my

bour that didnt even
know very well with a note that

said Go for it Christine Then the
next day was another and the next
day another unt] in two months ume
I received over $20 000 in gifts and
words of encouragement
For those who didn t want to give

me cash (after all my company was a
for profit organisation) I received of
fers of free services printing secretar

help computer expertise

photography to name a few I in turn
tried to come up with a unique way to
give recognition for each of the ser
vices rendered
For example in the quarterly news

letter I publish the printing ulustra
tions and photography are all
donations from individuals I orginally
contacted with the letter In turn
highlight their gift and publish their
phone numbers and business as free
advertising for them for their services

It s been six years since I wrote
the letter and my compa

ny is now thriving and
expanding on a
daily weekly and
monthly basis
thanks to hard
work determina
tion and a lot of
help from my
friends
It was a risk that

I took but in the
long run well
worth the effort
Many months

later I was sitting
on my deck with
my very best
fnend who owns
11 stores in a na
tional franchise
here in the US
She is one of the
few people who
never made a con

tnbution of tme
money or services to

my company and she
broached the subject by

saying sarcasticallv You
know Christine I wish people would
have given me money when I first
started up my own business 11 years
ago My response was Nancy did
you ever ask anyone?
Penny for your thoughts
Make this be your year to live your

dream And dont forget to laugh @

CHRISTINE K CLIFFORD
The writer is founder/CEO/president

of The Cancer Club and the author of
Not Now Im Having A No Hair Day
and Our Family Has Cancer Too Visit
her at wwweancerclubcom and e
mail her at Christine@cancerclub com

FEascinating ornamental
PATHIPHYLLUM 1s an or
namental house plant bo
tanically known as

& Spathiphyllum wallisu A
By native of Mexico Peru and

Brazil the plant grows at
the foothills of mountains moist sha
dy places and along the edges of rivers
and ponds
It 1s a herbaceous perennial plant

where the leaves are glossy and flower
heads are arum shaped The flower
head consists of a spathe and spadix
The spathes are larger and white The
spadix is either green white and
cream When the flower head 1s cut
and placed in a vase 1t keeps fresh for
a while and retains its colour for about
a week The spathe gradually changes
from white to light green
The Spathiphyllum has short under

WER "Reet

ground rhizomes and flowering oc
curs usually spring Under
favourable conditions it flowers
throughout the year Exposure to sun
light for long results in scorching of
the leaves The plants grow well be
tween 20 and 25 C and can be propa
gated by division of larger clumps The
plant 1s ideal for pot culture The
media should consist of equal propor
tions of leaf litter sand jungle sou and
manure Peat based soil mixture can
also be utilised
The Spathiphyllum is a moisture

loving plant and it 1s necessary to wa
ter the plant moderately at frequent
intervals
Never let the mixture dry out com

pletely The plant 1s vulnerable to
mealy bugs and red spider mites In
case of severe infestation spray any

systemic Insecticide and acaricide for
mites along with neem oll ®
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OR thofe displaced by de
nt projects it is
long and bitter
to get land that
snment offers for

resett# nent But in the
case of the Sarda§Sarovar dam there
is a move to reveMto cash compensa
tion for those beug® displaced as land
1s scarce in Mad Pradesh
There are seveM examples of what

can go wrong wh@n people are com
pensated with m@hey
In Chhoti KasaJavad Madhya Pra

desh land was negied for a bridge on
the Narmada h villagers opposed
the project while %e Government was
desperate to stalt#vork In 1996 offi
clals of the Narmfida Valley Develop
ment Authority local Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP leaders pressured
the late Jaswant §11gh Tomar pop
ularly known as M ster saab to sell his
land and be comfensated with mon
ey Tomar oppos@ the deal but his
sons Ranjit Bhar@ Karan and Mano
har were lured $nto accepting Rs
30000 The has not yet been
submerged and thgy are still there liv
ing off their six adfes of farmland
Before it was sulfmerged 20 families

in Kadmal Dhar district re
ceived compensa 1 varying from Rs
25 lakhs to Rs
Rich villagers life Budhabhai Pati

dar who had a h§me in addition to
land received Rs lakhs Mangilal
Diva got Rs 7 lakhs On the other
hand the amoung the very poor re
ceived has been fneagre for in
stance Mangilal got Rs 3 lakhs
and Kisan Haryan§Rs 25 lakhs They
bought a tempo a&d truck respec
tively but soon hag to sell them after
finding themselvegj 1 debt Now they
have no land to back on
Seetarambhai P@idar over 60 years

old acommitted lider in the struggle
against displacengent recalls how
people became mgh overnight They
spent all their money on a flashy life
style Soon the vilagers realised they
would not get anvgand
Now they are trygng to join the Nar

mada Bachao And@nn to protest their
displacement
There 1s a move > amend the Nar

mada Water JBispute Tribunal
(NWDT) award so hat as compensa
tion for land acq@red the affected
would get only Kind Instead the
43 000 families thafhave been ousted
may have to gettle for cash
compensation
Tronically this Move comes at a

tume when the Natignal Human Rights
Commission has taken the stand that
resettlement and rehabilitation of
persons displaced By

land acquisition

Estimates of the f eople displaced in
India since Independence vary from
15 million to 56 million 45 per cent
are tribals Accordimg to figures of the
Ministry of Rural Development tribals
have been alienated from over 85
lakhs acres tll November 1999 The
percentage of those yehabilitated 1s in
significant Monetary compensation ts
a sure way of pauper sing the already
marginalised who have traditionally
lived off the land
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Displaced in the name of public purpose
tribals have been at the receiving end for

a long time Monetary compensation has
not helped in any way and there are no specific

rehabilitation packages

A protest against the Sardar Sarovar
with cash Instead of land

According to Sanjay Sangvai of the
Narmada Bachao Andolan the Mad
hya Pradesh and Maharashtra Gov
ernments have been trying to dispose
of the problem of resettlement by
awarding cash compensation Now
there is a move to amend the Tribu
nals award
The adivasis in the Satpuda ranges

who have been affected by the Sardar
Sarovar Project are in a precarious
state Between 1994 and 1996 the
Maharashtra Government had distrib
uted between Rs 25 000 to Rs 50000
to some of the oustees tn the Akkalkua
and Akrani tehsil if they migrated to
the resettlement sites Never had the
Adivasis so much money and they
spent most of it on hquor In a few
months they had Jost all that money
and were looking for work
In the case of other dams in Mah

arashtratoo the Ukai on the Tapi in
Gujarat the Mahi Kadana on the Ma
hi the Gandhi Sagar on the Chambal
in Madhya Pradesh or the Koyna and
the Jayakwadi - it 1s the same story
Displaced in the name of public pur
pose the original inhabitants are
compelled to accept whatever com
pensation 1s announced
But then even where land was

promised few have got land says San
jay Sangvai Maharashtras Resettle
ment Act of 1973 provides for
cultivable land in the command area
of the canals To date there has not
been a single case where the oustee
has got land in the command area he
maintains
The Tawa dam completed in the

1970s was the first in the Narmada
Valley development plan The 25 000
adivasis who were displaced have still
not been resettled They had to leave
the place where they were relocated

because the area was turned into a fir
ing range for the Army The adivasis
would extract the copper from the ex
ploded shells and sell 1t Many were
killed in the process Now the Govern
ment has announced setting up a tiger
reserve in the area
The people in Singrauli Sonebha

dra district of Uttar Pradesh too have
suffered multiple displacements be
cause of adam a powerhouse mines
and factories
In February 1996 when this corre

spondent visited the site the 98 fam
wies of Mituhini and Khair were
fighting their second displacement in
30 years
First ousted because of the Rihand

dam project they were being moved
out again for the construction of a
1500 acre ash dyke of the National
Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC)
(The 1 000 mega watt super thermal
power plant was generating 20000
tonnes of fly ash every day)
In 1960 when the Rihand was con

structed Ram Narayan secretary of
the Gramin Kalyan Sangarsh Samiti
recalled Jawaharlal Nehru saying that
the Rihand belt would be the Switzer
land of India

Only God will move you from your
new homes was what he had said
Since Chainpur where theywere to be
settled was 50 km from their sub
merged villagers they opted for Miti
hini and Khair1 Those who had 30
acres of land were given seven to 10
acres at the new site
Ram Nayak Singh said that before

the dam was built his father had 100
cows There was plenty of milk and
ghee (clarified butter) in the village
But at Mitihini they have 30 cows be
cause with so many power and devel
opment projects coming up in the
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area there was very little pasture land
The NTPC has expressed its inability
to give land for land compensation or
permanent jobs though its action plan
says a maximum of five acres will be
given as compensation
The compensation package includ

ed a 40 feet by 60 feet developed plot
an allowance of Rs 20 000 for shifting
and a loan of Rs 15000 for a liveli
hood Those displaced were assigned
job contracts and bank loans for self
employment projects But the tradi
tional farmers of Mitihini and Khair
were not willing to try out new ven
tures They were bargaining for a bet
ter compensation for their land and
payment in a lump sum so that they
could buy land elsewhere

They chopped down our mango
trees and offered compensation of Rs
600 which 1s a fifth of the money
earned from the fruits of the tree every
year Ram Narayan lamented
Though the World Bank had insisted
that for each unit of power generated
a person could be employed very few
villagers could be accommodated in
the 1 100 permanent jobs since they
did not have the required skills
Since 1986 there has been a lot of

talk but very little action on formulat
ing and pushing through a national re
habilitation and resettlement policy
says Mr SR Hiremath conveno1 of
the Jan Vikas Andolan and president
of the National Committee for Protec
tion of Natural Resources (NCPNR)
For some time now the NCPNR and
13 other voluntary organisations have
been campaigning actively for com
bining the Land Acquisition Act and
the National Rehabilitation and Reset
tlement Policy into one bill called the
Land Acquisition Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Bill 2000 This 1s to en
sure that even while the Government
takes away land it gives a well thought
out rehabilitation package
Pushing through land acquisition

without combining key features of re
habilitation as suggested by voluntary
agencies will mean grave injustice to
the tribals and rural poor
The NCPNR also filed a petition be

fore the National Human Rights Com
mission In February last year the
commission said it was desirable to
incorporate the rehabilitation and re
settlement package into the Land Ac
quisition Act as India 1s a party to the
International Labour Organisation
(ILO) convention that provides for the
protection of nghts of indigenous and
tribal people

Incorporation of the package 1n the
law will ensute the rehabilitation and
resettlement of those afected in a sys
temic manner The commission also
noted that in a number of cases land
was acquired in excess of that which
was required adversely affecting the
land holders and wasting the re
sources of the State
What constitutes public purposes

has always been a matter of dispute
In the draft of the voluntary organisa
tions this concept has been clearly
stated
Acquisition of land for private com

panies which work for profit 1s not
permitted or recognised as public
purpose @

ess to task five
months after

r a

stationery set up my phone fax

should form a part the Land Acqui
sition Act



ROJECT Tiger" has
a new director -
young and soft spo
ken Rajesh Gopal
who was earlier
looking after Kanha

National Park
With a doctorate in wildlife manage

ment, he now plans to use his expertise
and experience in evaluating tiger habitat
in the country on a regular, scientific ba-
sis His ambitious plans include ecolog
ical auditing using satellite data in the
Geographical In tems
formation -ee (GIS)
Sys
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India New
tives include iefining
the estimation tech-
niques with cross

m checks for the tiger,
co-predators like the

leopard and prey animals The emphasis
would be on area or region specific re
finement and the use of digital photog
raphy to capture pugmarks With
poaching on the rise, he plans to use in
formation technology for cnme detection
too
Of the 4,000 or so tigers in the country,

60 per cent are outside protected areas,
which Dr Gopal hopes to protect as they
are more at risk from poaching and hab
itat destruction Quite obviously, the prey
base outside protected areas 1s sufficient
In addition to deer, chital and wild boar,
domestic cattle are now an important
item on the tiger's menu in several areas
So compensation for cattle killed will be
extended to these areas and eco devel
opment and anti poaching work en-
hanced in all areas where the presence of
tiger and other big cats has been
registered
Reserves in Central India like Kanha

and Bandhavgarh have the optimum
number of tigers they can accommodate

¥
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Protecting the tiger is not

going to be easy, but
the new director of

'Project Tiger's an optimist.

114 and 46 respectively Corbett in
North India and Melghat in Maharashtra
too have reached the optimum level (138
and 73 respectively) and in the battle for
terrain, younger/weaker tigers are being
driven out Dr Gopal is quite clear that no
more tiger reserves will be set up There
are 27 in the country and if they are well
looked after, a great job can be done

the conservation of

w
y

Nurturing
the tiger

f not an easy task

a flora and fauna, he says
A tiger census has al

ready begun, an arduous

the methods used m tiger enumer
ation Two years ago the Tiger Con
servation Programme of WWF
India came out
with a neat,
well docu
mented
manual ¥on enu
meration

circulated to all the
parks and tiger reserves, 1s

still the bible for tiger enumeration Itisa
simple method, which the forest person
nel can execute with a little guidance
from their seniors Photo trapping and
other modern methods may be used in
site specific areas to crosscheck and vali
date information collected So far, no t-
ger reserve has expressed interest in using
the expensive photo trapping technique
Before the start of the census oper

ations, Dr Gopal called for a meeting
where experts shared ideas WWF's Tiger
Conservation Programme, the Wildlife
Institute of India (WID and Ulhas Karanth
made presentations The census oper
ation 1s extremely difficult in reserves like
theManas National Park (where there 1s a
law and order problem), Namdapha
(where the vegetation 1s so thick that even
hight does not penetrate through the ca
nopy) and the Sunderbans (where tigers
spend a lot of time in the water) The re
sults should be out by the end of April, if
not earlier
With the use of the latest technology,Dr Gopal is confident of getting a more

i

accurate estimate of the number of tigersDr Gopal's optimism stems from the bigcat's innate ability to recoup from various
vicissitudes The gestation period for tigers
is just 90 to 100 days and in a hfe span of
eight to 10 years, a healthy tigress can have
three litters Even ifhalf the litter is poached,
there is still a strong base
In some of the better monitored parks, ti

gers and their progeny have been watched
and studied over the years Tiger lovers have
watched every stage in their lives The ti-
gress, Sita, in Badhavgarh, who disappeared
mysteriously over a year ago, had three or
four litters Badhi Madha in Kanha was seen
for about 12 years and had her

share of young
ones Choon,
also in Kan-
ha, 1S

about
eight

task In the last few years there

old Tis
In fact

pugmaik about eight
or nine tigers can *

be seen almost every day in
Kanha adding to the tiger pop
ulation of the park as well as its
attraction
In the Tenth Plan, priority 1s being given

to mitigate human/wildlife conflict by set-
tlement of nghts, relocation of villages and
eco development Habitat improvement,
control of poaching and research and train
ing are other areas of focus The Ministry ofEnvironment and Forests has asked for Rs
227 crores Rs 100 crores for developmentof national parks and sanctuaries, another
Rs 100 crores for "Project Tiger" and Rs 27
crores for the control of poaching and illegal
trade Financial assistance 1s needed for de-
ployment of a strike force 1n all reserves A
well equipped and armed contingent 1s pro-
posed for every 500 sq km In the Tenth Plan
70 strike forces are to be established and 400
anti poaching camps set up, 50 sqkm
apart Each camp is to be manned by a staff
of six Even if all the money and support
envisioned 1s given and people living around
parks and sanctuaries do their bit for con
servation, nurturing the tiger is not going to
be an easy task But Dr Gopal is an opti
mist @

ing a tiger atlas of
tional

method of


