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A VALLEY IN THE ORISSA JUNGLE

By

Le A» Hill

It is easier to get down the bank now, from the road to the
valley bottom a contractor's lorry with a drunken driver
recently went. over the edge, and a rough track had to be made

to pull the vehicle up again, It is only a little valley,
named Panposh, densely timbered, running down from the jungly
hills; it is not steep-sided where the road crosses it, but >

200 yards further down, outcrops of iron ore border the small
dust above the level ground at the foot of the

range, the stream used to cascade down a series of falls ina
narrow gorge which was in some places only 10 feet wide but 8

100 feet deep, the sides of the gorge being solid iron orée

clear stream,

There was a little temple in a cave there, and a holy man lived
in another cave nearby. Every year, in January, there was a
local holiday, and the people used to climb up the gorge and do

their pujas in the temple cave, and there would be a fair with
singing and dancing and sweetmeat stalls in, the flat meadow on
the level ground below,

We had to fill-the eorge to make a road across for the heavy
Euclid dumpers, which carry the iron ore, 27 tons at a time,
from the opencast workings to the crushing and screening plant,
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and we built anew temple near the wi llage, and holy men

came from Puri to consecrate it, and to rove the holy relics
from the cave in the gorge,

The valley above the gorge is still quiet and peaceful; the
modern mechanical sounds of the 6 inch drills and the heavy
engines of the shovels and dumpers and bulldozers only just
permeate the quiet old-time stillness of the jungle, and the
noise of the blasting is quick and loud and sharp anc soon
forgotten againe

The other day, I walked down the valley to see a little dam

water is piped to reservoirs above the ma in road, The

valley, I s ipped on a loose boulder and damaged my binoculars;
so I took greater care this time. Some of the trees are huge
and grand; wild mangoes and simul and sal the majority. is
sal,.- which thrive in iron ore. Phe simul flowers have just
finished, and the trees are' bare, and tne wild bee hives
Stand out black and blotchy -= wild bees seem to like simul
trees, The Flame-of-the-forest creepers are brilliant now,

this creeper. I stopped to watch them through the glasses
and was rewarded by seeing four or five Purplerumped Sunbirds
also busy amongst the flowera. As I stood there, I heard the
drumming of a woodpecker, followed by the queer strident
screeches of the Gold enbacked Woodpeckers as a pair flew to
a near-by tree. They looked lovely with the sun shining through
the trees onto their golden backs, and the black and white
underparts stood out boldly -- the male with its big crest
bright red and the femalets spotted black and white.

we nave built hundred vards above the gorge, from which

and water thewater tankers fill up from these reservoirs t walked cown theroac to keep the dust down, The last time
1

and saw flock of Grey Mynas in sal tree covered with

Before I moved on, I noted from that same spot several Crested
Tree Swifts fluttering in wide circles uttering tnreir cries
which are not unlike those of a minor bird of prey. (IT have
never managed to have a really good look at one of these swifts,
though they are constantly landing on the bare branches of trees);
a pair of Large Green Barbets, with their brilliant green backs
and thick ugly brown heads; a flock of Blossomheaced Parakeets

at speed through the branches, with their sweet

is a lovely blue, but the black nape always looks a little
incongruous; likea black cap which has slipped.

s

ashy
colours

inchee
with itsloud and clears ool Drongo

ter
flight; Blacknaped Blue Flycatcher. The la body

Walking on down the valley, in the deep dappled shade, and

cursing at the eye flies with their annoying habit of hover-
ing just in front of one's eyes or bugzing in a frenzied
high-pitched sort of way right inside-one's ears, I'paid little
attention to the Redwhiskered and Redvented Bulbuls, which are
So common there, but stopped to watch a flock of a-dozen White
-eyes, tiny dainty little birds flitting busily hither and

thither, and a Greyheaded Flycatcher doing aerobatics. Fan
tailed Flycatchers are also very common there, and are always
a joy to watch, as they flirt about: they have a narrow white
stripe under the chin, ana whiteteye-brows', and the whole of
the underparts is a uniform sooty-brown; I dont know which
species they are.

heavy flapping, awkward looking birds with no colourings to
commend them. The single Grey wagtail that I sav, skipping
along the stones in the stream, seemed doubly trim and elegant
in comparisone

A busy bustling crowd of Jungle Babblers flew on ahead of me--
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I spent a good ten minutes watching a flock of Scarlet Minivets.
They might be Shortbilled Minivets for all I know but the joy
is in the looking, not the exact identification. (Actually, I
wish I could identify them$). From underneath, with the light
on their bright scarlet underparts and jet black heads, the
males are a breath-taking sight; a flock in flight, the scarlet
and black of the males and yellow and black of the females, is
one of the most brilliant sights of the jungle.
Just before I reached the little dam, I caught a glimpse of a
Shama, and later, as I was watching two men clean out the silt
~ed mud from behind the wall, I heard the tuneful human whistl-
ing notes of a Fairy Blue Bird but didnt actually see it. I
have seen them there before on several occasions they look
black in the shadows but when the sunlight shines on them, they
are a joy to behold,
On the way back, I had stopped to watch a Velvetfronted Nuthatch
running up and down a tree trunk, when my eye was caught by the "
movement of a large bird in the undergrowth: it was like a crow
"pheasant in shape, and with the same'habits of jumping from -

caught on unsatisfactory glimpse of what I later thought must
have been a Malkoha so I sollowed this up with care, praying I
would get the chance'of having a long and careful ook. I final

branch to branch but smaller. had 9 on previous occasion

~ly managed to do so, and wrote the following down immediately
in my note book:

"V. good view. Dull green-blue back, wings, and tail.
Tail graduated with white terminal blobs, Head, neck
and chest, grey with large red eye~patch. Long down-
curved beak - Malkoha?"

I hurried back to my jeep, paying only a little attention to a

slightly reminiscent of an Oriole's, although to say so is to
malign the Oriole), and drove straight home to consult Salim
Ali and Whistler. The former does not note the Malkoha in his
THE BOOK OF INDIAN BIRDS, but the latter, in the POPULAR HAND-
BOOK OF INDIAN BIRDS has a description and a black-and-white
picture on p. 328. There I read that the Small Greenbilled
Malkoha is found in Orissa, and has the bare skin round the
eyes tsky=bluetUJ The very similar, but larger, Greenbilled

no mention of Orissat I reckoned I had either made a mis
-taken identification, or else a name for myself as perhaps one

this locality over Christmas had told me previously that they
had had a good view of a Malkoha. I therefore went along to
see one of them, Mr, JeH, Benthall, last week when in Calcutta,

wives, had come across the bird in wooded country (about 6 miles
away from my valley, so it obviously was not the same actual
bird that I saw) and had watched it for several minutes, They
had Whistlerts book with them at the time, and so had a good
opportunity of comparing the bird in sight with the description
in the book, All four were convinced that the skin round the
eye was red and not blue.

+couple of Hill Mynas ith their loud cheerful note (which is

Malkoha has the cye patch
erinson but is foun in the

Central and Lastern imalayas,Assam, Burma and further east!

of the first to observe this State! Ies in
say, "one of the first" as in

and2sked for his views, the ore tion being, of course
'red patch or blue patch?'. He his brother and their3

As far as I am concerned, I shall have to try and have another
look for this bird -- which appears to be out-of its normal
habitat == and must go and check up once more, in the near

future, on our little dam in Panposh Valleyt xaly te
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FERGUSSON HILL+

Poona -is blessed with a number of small hills on its outskirts.
One of them is Fergusson Hill which overlooks a number of educa
~tional institutions, the Deccan Gymkhana and a number of houses
with their compounds and orchards. A road passes along one flank
of the hill and a cart track branching off from the road along
another flank, On the toe of the hill, between the road and the
track, are water reservoirs which overflow a little every time
the water is pumped into them.

fo

Fergusson Hill can boastof only one small tree ELVOVIANs i om .one
Side, Otherwise the hill is barren. Among the outcropoings. of...
rock thereis just a little earth for growing some dusty grass,
There is always a breeze blowing over the hill,
The foot of the hill presents a busy aspect with hundreds of
students cycling at breaknock speed and hundreds of colourful ¢villagers proceeding in noisy groups along the ncem=trece border
-ed cart track.
However, a the lantana édged paths of the bungalowsthe lantana of
to the toe of the hill and up the hill, past the watcr reser--
voirs, to the very top is most rewarding to a birdwatcher, The
whole walk can be done in ten minuttes without effort but an
average birdwatcher will take an hour and still feel that he
has not given enough time for the birds he sees in the mere >

five hundred metres of a pleasant stroll.
The hedges are full of Tailor birds and Ashy Uren Red
«vented Bulbuls are frequent visitors to lantana .borries, House
Sparrows are as common as in any large ,city but the stonefaced
houses lend themselves to accommodate the nests of large num-
bers of House Swifts, The flowers are a source of delight to
sunbirds.
The availability 'of fruit and berries seems to attract a large
number of koels which are easily spotted in spite of somewhat
stealthy behaviour. Their larger and more ungainly cousin, the
crow=pheasant is a common resident of Poona gardens. Here this
bird is not at all shy and probably is very largely resnonsible
for controlling the smaller birds from multiplying. Although

~kects are not so ovVerwinc plentiful as in Bombay.

the kocls mus be kecping the crow population in do
not know co what extent the crow-pheasant is capable
"ing crowS the pigeons anc para

2%

Comiion mynas as well as brahminy mynas can be seen in numbers
jauntily walking around or picking fruit off various bushes,
The flashy sight of magpie robins is -also guarantcede

Although golden orioles and ioras are plentiful, attention to
them is drawn only when they make their characteristic Sounds.

As the foot of Fergusson Hill is approached, the terrain sud=°
denly changes, Here it is grassland with thorny Acacia treos,
affording very little cover from view, except for one large
banian tree.
Here the magipie robin is replaced by the Common Ind?.an Robin,
Once when I disturbed a fierce fight, the bundle of feathers
Sorted itself out into two young male shamas, This is also the
haunt of the Kashmir rcdstart in winter months, Every now and
then a raucous wrangling noise announces a varty of jungle bab
-blers flitting from acacia bush to bush.

3

Here I have seen a pair of the Little Maharatta Woodpeckers,

es 5



a : . ea

a

searching assiduously for insects among the acacia thorns, They
were so close that the binoculars could not be focussed, Mynas
which want to vary their furit diet with insect fare also seem
to find plenty of life in the grass. In this amazing place, I
have often seen not less than fifty birds of the same species
at a time, The activity of fifty bulbuls or fifty mynas having
a feast should be seen to be believed,
Flocks of Whitethroated Munias may be seen rising out of the
grass and flying away.

The overflow from the reservoir on Fergusson Hill provides suf
-ficient water for birds to drink and bathe, Bulbuls have been
seen to bathe and dry their feathers carefully snd come in for
a second dip, dry and preen their feathers agin.+

Over the road there is a set of telephone wires on which a few
drongos and rufousbacked shrikes perch, But the species making
the maximum use of this perch is the common bec-eater. Many of
the insects which rise out of the grass are quickly nabbed after
an aerobatic display. The insects are de-winged before swallow
"ing, the wings gently floating down.

As the climb up the hill is commencéd patches of dusty sand
are noticeable. The smooth conical pits of t which
trap ants are many. Even though the hill gets progressively
barren it seems to support lot of insect life ana therefore
a number of skinks and other lizards.
Swallows, crag-martins, and swifts hawk for small insects con-
tinuously on the flanks of the hill, This is also the haunt of
the blackbellied finch-larks, A great number of these can be.

seen on the hill. The males are so conspicuous and the femaies
So self-effacing.
A number of pariah kites and scavenger vultures take advantage
of the up currents of wind created by the hill and use the sanie
for soaring aloft without effort. Here I have seen a Common
Hawk=Cuckoo being chased by a crow and a Shikra-hawk scanning
the ground for prey. But for this difference in behaviour, I
would have. never been able to tell them apart.

at an all together different angle to the observer. The sunSitting down on the hill and watching the birds are vresented

yards, Most birds like bee~eaters and rollers are more bril=
liant on their dorsal surfaces. Hardly anything can move, in
the wide field in front of us, without being spotted. Hoopoes
may be seen probing with bills in the College playgrounds,

It is also easier tor our necks an eyes to look slightly downnow shines on the birds anc brings out all the true colours,

It is here that I saw the blue rock thrush for the first time.
Even as I watched this bird with my glasses it pounced down
on a skink and caught it. The skink was. bashed on a rock and
swallowed.

)

From here I saw the only kestrel in my life sitting on the
only tree on.Fergusson Hill. As I approached cautiously, the
bird glided down on outspread wings. I ran down the hill to

a closer look and again the bird took off to reach itsget
original perch.
The neem trees on the cart track accommodate about fifty or
80 beceeaters. In the evening after much jostling for posi-
tions they roost together. They sit in groups of 3 to 8 birds,

ecenenest 6



6

hudcled together so close as to resemble the compound leages of
the neem, At the time of observation the bee-caters were a very
bright green and the neem leaves were an olive drab.colour, other
"wise the birds would have been totally unnoticed,
The journey down the hill is again equally interesting, Birds
which perch on extreme trec-tops like the coppersmiths and white
-breasted kingfishers have no advantage over the observer, The
hill is taller than any tree, 3
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IN THE FORVARD AREAS; THE HIMALAYAN
GOLDEN BAGIE, Aquila chrysaetos hodgsoni Ticehurst
BIRDWATCHING

By

Capt, J.C. Mahanti

The first ime I came to know about this bird was when Indian
Air Force introduced it in their Crest, I was not tnen interest
-ed in birdwatching and remembered the name casually. In March
1963 I was sitting with Mr, Prakash Krishan, the then Commissionef
of Uttarkhand Division at BIREHI Dak Bungalow and while waitingfor the lunch, I was discussing with him the birds he saw in his
tour to the intcrior of Chamoli District. Suddenly he'walked
out of the verandah and pointing to the sky said 'Look, Golden
BRagle heret, The name Golden Bagle created a sensation in me
for I have heard a lot about this bird without seeing it, It
was flying very high in the sky and was looking almost like a
common kite to the naked eye. By the time I borrowed the ficld
glass and focussed them the Golden Eagle had disappeared behind
the hills, I felt disappointed, but Mr. Krishan gave the con
-solation that bhese birds were found in abundance beyond
10,000 ft. altitude, and I decided to go trekking one of the
following days to see this bird, But work kept me busy and before
my plan could materialize I was posted out of that aeca, The
memory of the Golden Eagle remainod in my mind.

A few days back, on my arrival in Ladhak Valley I was driving
down a hilly road at an altitude of about 12,000 ft., when I
saw through the wind shield of my jeep a pair of birds diving
down like falcons. In a moment they were on the grounc sitting
on a big stone about 50 yards from the road. Both of them looked
majestic in the bright sunshine of the winter morning against
the rocky background slightly covered with snow.

I stopped and went out for a closer view, The prominent choco-
late=brown colour with orange-yellow nape and the size left no
doubt in my mind that they were Golden Eagles. They sat basking
in the sun for quite some time giving me ample opportunity to
see them thoroughly. It was a rare piece of luck to sec the
Golden Eagle on the ground.
Afterwards I saw these birds at altitudes varying from 11,000
and above in the same valley. Though it is a rare svecies for
birdwatchers in the plains, yet it is a common bird here. I
have never seen tese birds feeding on the ground;as such can
not comment much about their food, But it is guite likely they
might feed on chukor, monal, or snow rabbit which are available
in plenty in these localities.
These birds build their nests in rock cavitics, As the breeding
season is approaching, I find them moving in pairs though acti-
vities for building nest are yet to commencce

8 0
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[/The
+ Golden Bagle breeds from central Asia south to the Hina

-layas as far east as Assam and west to the hills of Baluchis=
tan, Its habitat consists cf opcn alpine forest and tundra from
7000 ft. up. Ed,/

% a 14 *

A NOTE ON THE BLACK REDSTART (Phoenicurus ochruros)
+ By

Se K. Reeves

In the March issue of the Newsletter I attempted to answer Dr,
NeW. Cusats question concerning the Indian Ring Dove, Strepto=
pelia decaocto. Since no one has replied to his question about
the Black Redstarts, Phocnicurus ochruros, about Delhi, perhaps
I may be permitted to try.

é

The birds which Dr, Cusa saw about Delhi were, of a surety,
Black Redstarts and not Redstarts, Phocnicurus phoenicurus
which so delight us in Britain during the summer. Of the occur-
rence of the Redstart in India, Dillon Ripley confines himself
to saying: *Specimens have been collected in northern Baluchis
~tan and Chitral at 5500 ft.! (SYNOPSIS). As to why the Indian
forms of the Black Redstart somewhat resemble in appearance our
Redstart, I imagine it is impossible to say, One is, in fact,
obliged to seek refuge in that meaningless cliche 'it is just
one of those things.!
The form of the Black Redstart which is seen in Britain is
gibraltarionsis, whercas the two forms seen in Incia are hoeny
-curoides and rufiventris, The two Indian forms are, I imagine,
very much alike in appearance; rufiventris'having crown and
upper parts less grey~fringed'. The male of the British form is
very different in appearance from the Indian forms, being almost
entirely smoky black with whitish undertail coverts, a trace of
white in the wings and a certain amount of rusty-recd. in the
tail, The hens are more alike, the general colour being brown
in the Indian forms and a light smoky brown in the British,

1

The form which Dr, Cusa saw was almost certainly phocnicuroides,
as it is found in winter in the plains, according to Dillon'
Ripley, north and west of a line from Dwarka, in Saurashtra, to
Baroca and thence north-cast to Etawah. Rufiventris occupies a
more casterly range, being found in winter in north-eastern,
central, and southorn India. Both Indian forms breed, apart
from elsewhere, within Indian limits in the Himalayan chain.
Tt is, perhaps of interest to record that Dillon Ripley'says
that rufiventri has bcon seen on passage as high as 20,000 ft.
on hiount Everest.
Since the boundary line of the wintcr quarters of the two
Indianforms runs, for part of its length, from Dwarka to
Baroda, one looks back nostalgically to the occasions when one
sav this lovely, demure, littic bird in the compound of our
bungalow at Nadiad in the Kaira District and wonders of what
form they were: they may well have been of either,

The reader may be interested to know that the suitable habitat
which was provided in the form of ruined buildings, caused by
cnemy bombing in the carly part of the last war, was the main
cause of the Black Redstart becoming cstablishcd as a breeding
bird in south-cast England and particularly London, Sincc then,
of course, it has snereased its brecding range in this country
anc has bred as far north as forkshirc. aleal.+"
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GREY TIT ROOSTING IN A BAMBOO STUMP

ay

Joscph George

Prof, K.eK, Neclakantan has recorded in the Newsletter for April
1961 his observations on the uso of the recess at the top of
bamboo stumps by the Small Green Barbct as a roosting place.

A Grey Tit was observed using a sinilar roostins site in Dehra
Dun in February-March a few years cL The open end of a bamboo
standing about three metres away from the nearest trce was the

- roost. It was about 6 cm, in diameter and about trvo metres above
the g round. os ?
The bird would arrive on the trec in the evening and call steadi
~ly for about five minutes before flying into the hollow in the
bamboo. The roosting time was about 40 minutes before sunset in
early February, but became only about 25 minutcs bcfore sunsct
a month later. In the mornings the bird left the roost at sun-
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

Nature Conservation
The Planning Commission, Government of India, called a meet

sing in Delhi on 23rd April to discuss the quest 1on of Indiatsfast dwindling wild life, We believe that this was the first
meeting called by the Planning Commission for this purpose, A
Sub-committee is now considering the administrative details of
forming a Wild Life~Circle at the Centre as a part of the Mini-try of Food & Agriculture, and Wild Life Divisions in the States-aS a part of the Forest Departnents. It was also suggestedat the tmeeting that an ecological survcy of the whole countrybe made to assess the status of various forms of wild life inIndia,

Bird picture post cards

The Bombay Natural History Society has brought out a set
of twclve coloured post cards of birds. Each set is priced
Rs2.50, plus local sales tax packing and poStage extra
Where applicable. Readers of our Newsletter will probably find
them useful for communicating with their birdwatching fricnds,

They can be had from the offices of the Socicty,
Hornbill House
Prince of wales Museum Compound
Opp. Lion Gate, Apollo St,-
Fort, Bombay 1, Telephone, 257277

alale al a

THE BOOK OF INDIAN BIRDS, 7th edition
The 7th edition of THE BOOK OF INDIAN BIRDS by Dr. Salim

Ali has now been printed and is available at all booksellers
in the country. Orders can also be placed direct with the
Bombay Natural History Socicty.
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CORRES PONDENCE

Diet of a Purple Sunbird

Onc evening in February, Mr, Gibson brought me a wounded

bird would not survive. One of its wings was brokon. Its legs
were injured and the main difficulty was a supply. of of nectar
from flowers.

e Purple Sunbird. Crows had been after it. It scemcea that the

I placcd it inside a small cage andtried to
give as much comfort as was possible, Next morning it seomed a
little better, I gave it a few flowers but it did not care to
look at them By the evening I was worried and offered it in
a small cup a little water mixcd with ordinary sugar. -To my
surprise it leaned over the cup and drank the contcnts, Next
morning I took the bird in the cage and kept it near the flowers.
It has a sharp cyc for nectar and it leancd against the cage
and drank from the flowers which had nectar and Cid not bother
to move when placed near big flowers like astcrs, whereas it
Was very happy when near flox and larkspur, I lect it out of
the cage to see if it could fly or not. The wing was 'broken
and the legs were still not strong cnough. After this, I took
the bird out on my hand and I had to move from flower to flower.
By so doing I saw that it caught a spider in its slender bcak.It swallowed it wholc. The spider was one of those small grccn
and white ones which are found amongst flowcrs, My finger was
too thick for its thin lcgs and so I provided a thin twig on
which it could sit comfortably. I could now enjoy its acrobat-
ic feats of rcaching the nectar or flies, It would pick up
small flics, caterpillars, or small moths with casc, At times
Lb ticked the outer part of some flowers, I think, it was for
sa te

However

In the house I gave it twice daily the sugar mixture. How
~ever it did not have a big place to move about and so no
execrcise. It was nearly in perfect health for a month, There-
after, there was soncthing in his manner which shoticd that all
was not well. It took in the usual way its indoor and outdoor
meals regularly, but thcre ust have been something lackingin its diet.

Exactly affer five weeks of its coming to my care, it
dicd one evening as suddcnly as it had come. Howcver, it gave
me a good opportunity to know somcthing about its life and
Charactcr.

ReN. Chattcrjoc
Natural History Socicty
Mayo College, Ajmer

atale aly

Wild Life of India
%

Towards the ond of January, we had a lecture on the wild
life-of India by Hari Dang, Esq.e, a schoolmaster and mountain
~cer, who is Editor of Chectal.

He showed us some intcresting films and commented on
them. The films were made by E.P, Gee and himself,

Though mainly concerned with animals, the films had some
very good scenes cf white vulturcs giving away the location
of a tiger's kill and closc=ups of Redwattled Lapwings and
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Sarus Cranes, which according to Mr. Dang arc very good cating,

In a film made in the Corbett National Park, wo saw a Pur-
ple Sunbirds and a Grey Hornbill. Wo also saw nuncrous peafowl,which kr. Dang told us are displacing the Rod and.other spccics with which thoy compete for food and livine space

but are afforded rcligious protection.

Since the were afforded protection,
The nest film was made in the Bharatpur sanctuary, whichhas over fourhundred specics of aquatic birds, Wwo.had a fascinat

~ing close-up vicw of a Darter focding its young, The Darter
partly digests the food which it- then disgorges, Its youngput their hcads and almost half their bodics down the parents?

Like Vedanthangal, near Madras, this sanctuary has a lakewith trecs standing in the middlc and hundreds of Storks, cor-morants and Black Ibis roost on them.

We also saw what is probably the first ever succcssful
filming of a Sarus Crane approaching and Sitting on its nest,It slowly and superciliously approached its nest and foldingits kncos like a man squatting, sat down with the cess under

The Maharajah of Bharatpur sometimes has gucsts who areallowcd to shoot at. this sanctuary, and it is on record that
sore forcign V,sI.P. or other once shot 4000 or 400 (it is vro-

Cadct Nandan Nilakanta

Little Ezret (Egrctta garzctta) brmy
On 21.3.1965 I noticed a Little et by the side of aShallow pond near my residence alayar in the commany of two

Large Egrots, nine Small Egrcts, and 36 Pond Herons, Tho factthat the Little Egret was breeding waS evident from its breed=
ing plumage, cspecially the drooping crest of two narrow plumcs.

There is no breeding record of this bird in Travancorc-=
Cochin as per Dr. Salim Ali's BIRDS OF TRAVANCORE AND COCHIN,
The area whcre the bird was scen is definitely ovtside the
territory covered by above book, but not far away from it.Similarly the season is also said to commcnce with May, tec.the Star of SW. monsoons. The above observation compares favour
ably with breeding scason recorded in the FAUNA OF BRITISH
INDIA, Birds, Lele March to May or carlicr. These birds are saidto breed in Ceylon from Decembor to April according to A GUIDE
TO THE BIRDS OF CEYLON, by G.M. Henry,

K. Nanu Nair
Instructor, K.F.S., Vialayar

Kerala

Zafar Futechally
Editor, Newsletter for Birdwatchers
32=A, Juhu Lanc, Andheri
Bombay 56-AS,

throat to feed,

its breast,

bab], 400) ducks in one day.
National Defence Acaccny. Poonaale
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