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SAVE GANGOTRI

Gangotrd : The source of Ganges is situated at an altitude

of 3,200 meters at the confluence of shagirati and Kedarganga
in Ustarkashi distriet. On all four sides there aze high
rocky mountain, The 'Cangetri® temple dedicated to Godesses
Ganga 4s situated on the right bank of shagirathi, This small
temple was bullt in 19th Century by Amar singh Thapa, the

chisf of Gurkha Commanders., Gangotri is one of the most famous
piligrimage centers in India which attracts people from various
parts of India, Oevotess take water from Gangotri and offer

it at Rumeshwaraim, a Piligrim centere in South india. In the
samy way the sand from the coast of Rameshwaram is broaght to
Gangotri and it is immersed in the rivers. This symbolic

act signifies the concept of one nation inspite of Indias’
diversity, The ~angothri attracts numerocus pilgrims from all
over the country. It is because of this mass appesl to our
countrymsn, that Jawakarlal lehru called Gang: as “:iver of
India”,

The situation before Road link.

About 30 years back, the pilgrims walked from Uttarakashi and
Tehri, They stayed in Dharmshalas and caves, there was no
briddle path beyond Harsil, Usually pilgrims followed the
sheep track, Pilgrims with great d-diecation and respect for
Gangotri ventured on this trip., At Gangotri, they either stay=
ed in Uharmashala or in nearby caves., Pilgrims trekked this
tough terrain barefoot, They had utmost respect for the river
and they strictly adhered to rules framed by prictice, They

- mever polluted the river water., Iven throwing of old stale

flowers, clothes was prohibited, Peocple were prohibited from
using soip. The pilgrims held the Sangotri in high estecm and
thay would not even cross the bridge with their sandls. This
dedication and respect was the main source which protected
the river from being polluted by human interfearance.

The Present sSituation

Since 1984, the construction of bridge across Jhanavi has
linked Gangotri to outside world by roid., Now the buses ply
£rom iighikesh to Sangotri. This road link h.s reduced the
difficulties of trekking and now the number of pilgrims visit-
ing Gangotri has increased from 10,000 to five lakh per year,
A number of cement buildings have been built to cater the
needs of pilgrims, The place attracted more tourists and

the simple pllgrims of countryside of India had to suffer the
hardghips. The dedicated pilgrim could not get any place in
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Charmaghala, neither he is in a position to pay high cash
for lodging. HMost of the natural caves have besn takenover
by sSadhus, depriving common pecple the natural home.

vestruction of iInvironmant:

Forests :~ In comparision with earlier reports the forests
around Gangotri has been destroyed at a faster rate in last
£ive years, The trees have been felled to construct new
buildings in Gangotri, similarly the need for fuelwood hags
increased due to increase in the number of pilgrims. The
fuelhjood need cannot met only by fetching deadwood. So,
green trees are felled to mect fuelwood demand, The most
destructive factor is the use of wood during wiater. ariag
wintaxs 1950°'s only four sadhus stayed in uaaqot:i during
winter months, Now this number has increased to 40, All
these people who stay during cold winter months consume
enarmous quantity of fuelwood, They exert more pressure on
scarce forest resources, depleting it at a faster rate, The
depletion of forests at such high altitude is bound to
create adverse affects in future,

Polluticn

Pollution of the sacred river is one of the dangerous after
affects of the increase in pilgrim, tourist population.
Gangotri, a tiny place has no facilities to accomadate the
influx of people. There are hardly any faecilities of toilet
and bathroom. 50 the pecple deficiate all arocund the place ,
and the situation has become unbearable. One of the shocking
thing is about ths construction of open latrines, Many
pecple, including Sadhus have built such open latrines on
the banks of river shagirathi., The human waste is directly
dumped into the river water, The garbage and waste from
sghrams and other buildings is also 6umpaé straight iato the
river. .ll these activities has not polluted the wholy
Ganges at its source, but it has turned Gangotri to a £ilthy
place not gate for human habitation, '

Cultural Pollution

Gangotri, the Pilgrimage center has now become a centere of
antisocial elements. The Sadhu's are more interested in acqui
ring wealth than devoting time towards s;iritual attainment.
“iost of the Ashrams in Cangotri are encroaching upon the
vacant land, They are constructing buildings. ishrams have
bacome A centere for antisocial elements, who exploit the
innocent pilgrims,
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Garumakh

- Gurumukh is the origin of river Shagirathi, The water

emcrges out of Cangotri Glacier, OGurumukh is at a distance
of 18 Kms from Gangotri. Many pllgrims who wisit Gangotri

trek to Gurumakh, It is a difficult trek at high altitude,
In recent years the briddle path is constructed DYy state

Faie .m“.

cangotri to Chirbhasa,

The walk from Gangotri to Chirchasa passes through mixed
forests. The scenicbaauty of high mountain range and
flowing river is beyond explanation, After walking i1
kilometers one reaches chirbhasa. Chirbhisa means a

grove of Pine trees, It is located in a broad valley at

an height of 3,940 meters. There are two tea shops and

4 rest house, The rest house is only building in Chirbhasa,
Usually people halt here for a while before they go to

shuj shasa, :

Chirbhasa to shajbhasa,

The area betwean Chirbhasa and Bhujbhasa is known as
Pusphashas, an area of flowers. This area is very famous
for herbs., The landslide has been caused due to destru-
ction of tres cover arsas dhajbhasa, sarlier accountsof
pilyrims marrate the thick tree cover in this arsa, Sut
now it has become barren, full of derbis of landglide,
“any pilgrims take herbs from this area. In fact this
trend has resulted in depletion of many valusble species,

shujbhasa

This term has come from 3hoj (3irch) trees, Zhajbhasa is
an @pen field of about two kilometers situated on the
right Sank of Bhagirathi. This area was thickly covered
with Bhoj forest. At present the forssts have disappeared,
We counted only 250 BShoj trees in Shojbhasl! The main
reason for destruction of forest and the fauna is the
establishment of a huge Ashram by sabalLal Bihari., This
Sadhu c:lled Lal Saba gives shelter and food to pilgrims.
e has constructed permsnent structures to stock fuelwood
and food, In fact the increase in number of pilgrims has
led to increase in demand for fuelwood., The Ashram has
destroyed the birch forests on right 3ank of the river.
In witter the forest from left bank is felled to meet the
demands of fuslwood, This Ashram isCaltivating potato

-on 10 secre plot., The Potato farm has 10 feet high haedge

made from precious jugitit bush, This junifir is the only
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vegitation which helds soil at higher altitude., The
Lal3aba has uprooted Junifir on large quantities from the
stecp slopes of mountain to make the hedge, He could have
usad the stones which were available in plenty. The
removal of Junifir has destabilised the sensitive mountain
ecocsystem, These dDugsh is the food for wild animals,

This Sadhu has brought 20 cows to this altitude. Grazing
cattle at this height of 14000 feets will cause great
damagje to alpanine ecosystem. The jovernment decision to
graat 0,8 hectares of land in Shojbhas to Lalgaba will lead
to furthar destruction of this sensitive zome. The huge
building constructed by Garhwal vikas Mandal digam does
not £it into the total eavironment,

Garsukh

The distance from shojBhasa to Gurumakh is 3 kilcmeters.

A8 one proceeds ahead of shojbhas, the glacier comes into
view. The tree line ends at shojbhas. One comes across
herds of deer and wild goats, /&% the foot ofGangotri
glacier the thagirathi emerges from underneath the snout.
The water emerges with great force undermsath the gnow,

The rugyed mountains and the high snowdad peaks of Shivling,
sangotrd provides most beautiful background to Gurumukh.
Fortunately no Sadhu has constructed any permanent structure
near Gurumakh,.

Tapovan

4 tough climb on Gangotri glacier and a walk of 4 kilometers
across the mountain leads to a beautiful valley. This
valley has a field full of flowers and gently flowasming
streams. This area is known as Tapovan, This beautiful
place is on the verge &f total destruction due to human
intervention. This is the camping ground for expeditions
and mountainers, [uring 4 year about 40 expeditions pitch
thelr tents in Tapovan., This is the basecamp to climd
Meern, Shivling and other peaks. In recent years the
foreign expeditions have increased in numbers., These
expeditions bring huge guantities of lujggage. They leav e
the wiste in open and the empty liguor bottles, cheeseling
and plastic is found in this valley. The constant presse
ure of human being has converted Tapovan to a dust bin.

A Sadhu called Simla Saba has built huts and he is trying
to build permanent structures. It is high time that action
must De taken to prevent the destruction of cur country's
heritage,
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An action plan to save Gangotri, Guramuikh and Tar povan

In the changed cireumstances it is essential to presorve
the ecolegy of this place, which represents a culturil
heritage to people of ocur country. Thie pilgrimsge canter
symbolises the concept of unity in diversity of our nati n-
al. It is the focal point for mational integration.
Kioping all this factors, in mind we have to cvolve an
action plan to save Gangotri,

Gangotri

Sangotri is declared as notified arca, sut the construe
cticn of buildiags on the banks of river is going with
high speed. It is esscatial to halt this process on
constructicn at Gamgotri to preserve the arcethetie
bDeauty of the place, sSdme praciical sugiestions are i

a} Permission should not be given to construct buildings
near river bank, A minimum‘s.zoﬁ meters distance should
be maintained, :

b} All the latrines on river banks should be distroyed .

¢) The buildings as well as in public ﬁlacas letrines
and toilets shduld be built. septic latrines is the only
way to save peollution at the socurce of Ganges. In orde r

to keep the place clean, it advisible to construct Sulabh Shau-
chalaya,

d) The Ashrams should be prohibited from acquiring land
~ in Gangotri.

' @) The sadhus have taken private control of excellent
pock caves, and have constructed buildings. This process
should come to halt.

£} Accomadation for common pilgrims for boazrding and
lodging should be provided by government, At present the
facilities available are suitable to the needs of rich
pilgrimu and expeditions.

g) There should be restriction on number of people
staying at Cangotri in winter. This will reduce the
destruction of forests.

‘h} Alternative energy sources to cook the food has to be
provided by goverament, If it is act provided, the demaand
of fuslwood for 5 lakh pilgrims will destroy the remaining
forsgts near Cangotri.
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Gurumakh

a) MNo permanent buildings should be allowed to come
up beyond Gangotri,.

b} 7The herbs and forest on 18 ¥n stretch from Gangotri
to Gurumakh should be given protection.

¢; The Asghram at Zhojbhasa should not bs alloted land,
No. one should be alloted land at thiw sensitive altitude.

d} The activities of Lal Babas aghram like §razing.
Fotato cultivation, uprooting junifir grass should be
bagned, Alternate energy to fuelwood has to be provided
to eock for pilgrims,

a) The expedition teams on Tapovan have destroyed the
delicate ecosystem. The pressure has depleted all the
resource, It is necessary to provide rest for some years
to come, All expeditions should be banned in this azea.

k) The permanent constructicn by a Sadha 31m1a Baba ihenld
be gtopped héncaﬁorth-‘

Gangotri, Gurumakh and Tapovan is a very saved place

for ocur countrymen, This place has unique beauty with

rare flona and fauma, The bDest method to protect this area
would be to declare it as a bilo-sphere reserve., Gangotri
Bio=-sphere reserve would save the country's richest cultu~
ral heritage for coming generaticn.

(This Report is prepared after a weeklong stay in
Gangotri and visit to Guumukh and Tapovan) '

Parisara Sanmrakshana Rendra,
Hulemalgi suilding,
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