; “vl gy

OSNassheowsh Dittee

8-2-545 “Prem Paryal'. Road No.7, Banjara Hills, Hydarabad - 500 034, India.
FPhone: OH.040:591991 Res: 040-3)5683

2 January, 1998

Ms. Asha Chandola-Saklani
Secretary General
Ornithological Society of India
Box 45, Srinagar ‘
GARHWAL

UTTAR PRADESHE - 246 174

Dear Secretary General,
| have received your leticts and enclosures therein,

[write primarily 10 say that I am finding less and less time for birding activities and would
like 1o reserve the little leisure 1 have, tor what was started by us in Hyderabad, over a
decade ago. The Birdwatcher’s Society of Andhira Pradesh. Untortunately this Society
sullers il sone ol us tounder members do not take keen BV renl in it's aclivitics,

[ also have other commitments which demand and consume my time. | will not be able to

do any justice whatsosver, if 1 continue as OSl's regional representative in Andhra

Pradesh, and would not like to be that without working tor OS1,

- 1 feel sorry that 1 am letting down Mr. Futchally, who had proposed mie as the RR tor AP.

1 had accepted whole-heartedly at that point of time, without giving due¢ thought to
increased involvement with business, family, etc. ‘But I am writing to him separately about
this.

I hope you find someone who will work for OSI in AP, soon, and so prevent any lapse in
its working, now that you are getting 1o go in carnest,

With all best wishes and a Happy New Year!

Y ours stiactely,
s
/,f-l’ ‘_;,, ’ ’\’
i |
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Zafar Futehal 1y

14th Februsry 1995

5. Asha Chandola Seklend,
ecretary Gereral, O.S.I.,
P.0. Box 45y
Gharwal University,
SRINAGAR -~ 246 1" A
e By

Iy dear Asha,

I have just returned from Coimbetore, where SACCN organmised a neeting for the
production of RED DATA Books on India.

Since meany Regional Representatives of 0SI and other well wishers of t"“
orgenisation were present, we took the opportunity to discugs the Lfuture of the OSI.
Those present included Asad Rehmeni, Prakash @olt, V.S. Vi ]:"ram, S .Ll:m,
Aasheesh Pittie, Levkumar EKhacher, S. Sridher, Rishad WNaoroji, Ranjit .7.111111013, Abdul
Jemil Urfi, S. Subramanya, and several others.

Everyone felt that your decision to keep the H.l
communlcdulon/nmt<rxct LOn very di v i aiilts They tpe also disappoin
Founder of the organisation you have not given the Regional Chapters any
guidelines about what they should be doine.  There 15 alce o feelans Bhab
Ex-Committee of the OSI is more interested in labor: tory work than in conservation

in the field.

Pe thot as it may, there is a proposal to establich en Ornithological Council,
which among other things, would produce & scientific Journal on crnithology As
most of the Regional Secretaries of 0SI would be irvolved 3in tlhie Goumncil, I om afraid
they cennot be expected to do much for the 0SI.

’ iy views are well known to you. I tried to persua ne owoup te W'ke
the existing structure of OSI to undertcke whetever the had in mind - but I i
Irlked. A further embaressment for me is that they pr opuz:ro to nominate me os

Prceident - a move I do not welcome.

Since you nomineted me President of OSI, I thought I might make my position
cleay GO you, 9o thet you do not heve the misteken impressi on that I have been disloyal
T0 you or the OSI. Wle will have to do some nz  ab strucbure of our
organisétion and our policies, and I will write to ¥ou & ) I am in a position
to suggest a specific role for 0SI.

Yours sincerely,

b
,5 L KW;‘O

204 ¢r Futehally




2205, Ogkwood, 8th Main,
3rd Block, Koramangala,
BANGALCRE - 5,60 034

Tele.No: 5533684

14th February 1995

5. Asha Chandola Segkleni,
ecretary Gereral, 0.8.1.,
HeOs Boy 45, :
harwal University,

NAGAR - 246 174

L iave Jush re

production of RED DAT

turned from Coimbatore, where SACON organised a meeting for the
A Books on India.

Since many Regional Representatives of OSI and other well wishers of the
organisction were present, we took the opportunity to discuss the future of the OSI.
Those present included Asad Rehmeni, Prekash Gole, V.S. Vijayan, S.A. Hussain,
Aasheesh Pittie, Lavkumar Khacher, S. Sridhar, Rishad Naoroji, Ranjit Daniels, Abdul
Jemil Urfi, S. Subramanya, and several others.

Bveryons felt that your decision to keep the H.Qrs. in Gerhwal has made
comaunicatior dnterdesion very difficults They are also disappointed that as the
Founder of the organisation you have not given the Regional Chapters any concrete
guidelires about what they should be doing. There is also a feeling that the
Ex-Committee of the CSI is more imterested in laboratory work than in conservation
dr e fields

Pe that as it may, there is a proposal to establish an Ornithological Council,
which among other things, would produce a scientific journal on ornithology. As
most of the Regional Secretaries of 0SI would be imvolved in the Council, I am afraid
they cannot be expected to do much for the OSI.

1

Ty views are well known to you. I tried to persuade the group to make use of
the existing structure of OSI to undertzke whatever they had in mind - but I was over-
ruled. A further embaressment for me is that they propose to nominate me as their

President -~ a move I do not welcome.

Sdince you nomineted me President of 0SI, I thought I might méke my position
clear to you, so thet you do not have the misteaken impression that I have been disloyal
to you or the OSI. We will heve to do some re-thinking about the structure of our
organisation and our policies, and I will write to you ggain after I am in & position
to suggest a specific role for OSI. :

Yours sincerely,

61;{&@?

SN

g

Zafdr Futehally
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Abdul Jemil Urfi, 4/270 Jemia Heger, Okhla, Delni - 110 025.

S. Subremanya, HPHT Scheme, 'J' Block, GKVK, University of
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First National Seminar on

Ornithological Society of India
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Please Reply to :
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Wy’
Bangalore
12 14 November 1993

s

President :
Zafar Futehally Oy .F.J. Faniit Damiels,
) M.5. Swaminatha sea ndatilon,
‘ Secretary General H S n‘.')l.!:tml ﬂ,:f 'fh :.) :~ i:“(':._i, .:l~ i.:h lnf— Ctjf.l\i]?wH o
Asha Chandola Saklani Srd Crbee, laradanl inst 1 krom ey
MabREas — 600 1 1o
Regional Secretary
Abraham Verghese _ Dear Sir.

Sub . Diescuscsicon on USI, etc at SACHN meeting 1in
Coimbatore—Reqg.

Seminar Executive Committees

Executive Committee Chairman ;
AN Yellappa Reddy ! Thie has reference to your complaint at Coimbatore
Réception Committee Chairman that you were not a.ware.cf th@ ns1 Seminf\-‘m being
K A Bhoja Shetty conducted at Bangalore (12-14 t'-dﬁﬁfemt_jer, 1575 and

5 that you were not invited to the seminar.
Programme Committee Chairman
doasph George We have personally verified the records and noticed
Souvenir Committee Chairman that vyour name and address, Was 11A’n‘1uded as the
M G Muthanna Regional Secretary not enly in the firet
anmouncement published in the Newsletter for
Exhibition Committee Chairmen Birdwatchere (Vol.33-No. 1&2, Jan-Feb'93 issue) and
~ S Theodore Bhaskaran aleoc in the second amouncement and call for papers
‘ ¥ 8 amachandian booklet that was distributed in May 1993 to all
Catering, Transport and the Regional Secretaries and ‘E-Subscribers of
Accommodation Committee Chairman Newzletter. Twenty Five copiesz each of the second
DS Ravindran announcement and call for papers bBooklets were also
mailed to vyou and other Regional Secretaries by
Registered Fost for local distribution. This 1S

for your kind information.

Press & Publicity Committee Cha/rmen
Zafar Futehally

A N Yellappa Reddy

Mid Seminar Field Trip Committee - Thanking you,
Chairman :

Abraham Verghese Yours faithfully,

Seminar Liaison Office Q(- . M\@

No. 10 ‘Vishnu Chittam'’
Sirur Park ‘B’ Street, Seshadripuram |  HBSEMINAR LIASON OFF ICER.
Bangalore 560 020
Phone : 080-364142 or 080-364682
Fax : 080-563953 or 080-332634 " Encl : Xerox copy of Registration Certificate.
xerox copy &f First Announcement (Vol.33,No.1
January - February 1993 (NLBW)
Copy to : Mr. Aasheesh Pittie
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ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF INDIA

President : Secretary General

Zafar Futehally Asha Chandola Saklani

No. 2205, Oakwood Apartments P.Box 45, Gharwal University
Jakkasandra Layout, Koramangala 3rd Block Srinagar, U.P. 246 174

8th Main, Bangalore 560 034

Phone : 533 684

Regional Secretaries _ National Seminar on
: ‘CHANGING SCENARIO OF BIRD ECOLOGY AND

Aashcesh Pittie : CONSERVATION IN INDIA’

14.7-370, Begum Bazar, November 13 & 14, 1993 Bangalore
Hyderabad 12

Abdul Jamil Urfi .
A0 i Nags Ok First Announcement
Delhi 110025

Abraham Verghese It is proposed to hold a National Seminar on

139, 2nd Main, Domlur 2nd S i i i

Bang;;ore_a;omm ur 2nd Stage Changmg S.cenar.lo. of Bird Ecology and
Conservation in India in Bangalore on 13th & 14th

M K Himmat Sinji November 1993. The venue will be announced later.

Jubilee Ground, Bhuj, Kutch,

Guijarat 370001 - e -
The Seminar is intended to give a momentum to the

zgk‘?:;:f l'(ha::,“(;an' e growing interest in ornithology in the country and to

Gujarst 552 (02 provide an opportunity to serious birdwatchers to
Prakash Gole exchange ideas and be encouraged by contact withlike

Ecological Society, 1B, -
Abhimanshree Housing Society, minded People-
?fui; l"ash(axnn Road,
edll 2 . =
The Second Announcement of this Seminar will be
it e made in the April/May issue of Newsletter for

Madras Crocodile Bank, £ .
Perur P.O,, - Birdwatchers after getting a response from the

Mahablipuram R : . :
Madiras 03104 Regional Secretaries of OSI about topics and
Rishad Naoroji participants. Please take the trouble to write to the
Gadre Buvan, nearest regional secretary, along with a copy to the

4A Home Street, .
Fort : Seretary General and offer your suggestions for the -

Bombay 400001 -
. Seminar.




ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF INDIA, 7K
Box 45, Srinagar Garhwal, UP 246 174 (1'5"

From the desk of the Secy-General: Asha Chandola-Saklani
Tel. 01388-2407(0), 2215(R), Fax 01388-2407

21 March 1995
Dear Zafar,

Thank you very much for your letter of 14 February. | am sorry | did not respond
immediately because it has taken sometime for your letter to register. And when it did register |
did no feel like writing. OSI was established with the chief aim of bringing together omithologists
from different walks - not to break them apart. We had barely begun and there crops up all this
talk of divisiveness which is totally alien to my way of thinking and my experiences in life so far.
Life is too short, Zafar, I'd rather concentrate on the present than being bothered too much about
the thoughts of future. -

And now to answer the charges one by one and then to take up other points raised by you :

1. | really do not know what to make of all this talk about my keeping the H Qrs in Garhwal.
Garhwal is merely the Secretariat - from where you do the paper work. | continue to call the
fountainhead at Bangalore the Liasion Ofice ever since it was conceived at the time of the
Seminar. The society is registered with its office at Garhwal - even if in that sense it can be called
the H Qrs | don't quite see why we are so hit up about it especially as OSI| was envisaged as a
loose flexible structure with real action in the regions.

As for commuhication / interaction with me in Garhwal being difficult, | am surprised. | have
been in constant touch through letters and / or phone with the RRs and most have responded,
often with warmth, giving frank ideas and constructive suggestions (with the exception of Ranjit
Daniels whose address changed twice, and Subramanya who, | came to know only very recently,
was back from his sojourn abroad) .

As for communication with Garhwal - pardon me if it sounds like showing off but sitting in
this wildermness we have successfully convened symposia and Round-tables on birds in Toronto,
Edinburgh and Vienna not to speak of two international symposia right here in the heart of this
wilderness - and all this when there was no STD and ISD. Now with the fax machines (and very
shortly e-mail) life is much easier. So | suspect it is the will to communicate rather than the means
of communication which is at fault |

2. As for the disappointment that as a "Founder of the Organisation” (| do not like this title) | have
not given concrete guidelines to RRs- as | mentioned in the letter you asked me to write some 3-
4 months back about the aspirations and working of the OSI (which unfortunately never appeared
in the NLBW) central to the functioning of OSl is a networking through RRs who are completely
independent and are expected to establish their own working group (WG), and decide upon the
course of action on their own and network with other NGOs where these may be active. Anyway
it always helps if someone puts some ideas on paper and, therefore, | sent a long choice of
possible tasks that could be undertaken by RRs according to the conditions existing in their
respective areas which would vary from place to place. And | am quite encouraged with the warm
response | have got from them (including some of those present at this meeting you refer to). In
fact an office of OSI has also been opened by one of the RRs. And many have promised tosend
the desired information on the active ornithologists in their area for the proposed "Directory of
Indian Ornithologists" being compiled at the Secretariat - a forerunner of a more detailed version to
appear later with short biographical sketches (see the letter for the newsletter dtd 1st week Dec
and copy of my letter to RRs - dtd 14 December). Right now | thought we were in the process of
methodically evolving ideas / programs / activities through feedback.




But | must say | am very sorry if | fall short of expectations. Personally speaking | am quite
pleased with the ground we have covered in the short span of 3 - 3 12 years. It does fill in a long-
felt void. As envisaged in its objectives, OS| has provided a forum for people interested in every
aspect of omnithology. Its members range from scientists, conservationists, naturalists, managers,
to general public -it is for the lack of this kind of interaction that most wildlife management plans in
the country have suffered. Most important, OS| is attracting youngsters - whose interest in birds
and in nature through birds - augers well for the future. Itis in the process of preparing an
inventory of Indian omithologists. It has already established through the two symposia (a bi-annual
feature) a good platform for exchange of ideas between omithologists within India & abroad. To
me the interaction, the knowledge & interest and above all the good feelings generated among
omithologists through these symposia and the response of people from different parts of the
country to the OSI is no small achievement. You cannot expect of a body to become a watchdog
overight.

3. As for the feeling that Exec. committee is more interested in lab work than in conservation in
the field - it is totally incomprehensible. We are in OSI basically to promote interest in birds.
And we can achieve it much better if our voices are together no matter where we are sitting - in the
mountains, on the coast, in the offices, in the laboratories or in the field. If there are lab scientists
on the committee -so what. | am a hard boiled scientist myself - boiled to the core in the past 25 .
years - but that does not prevent me from sitting on the banks of Alaknanda enjoying under the
blue sky for hours the frolics of Plombeus redstart flitting from boulder to boulder. Or from
admiring the elegant black of the white collared thrushes in a thick maple forest feeding in
patches illuminated by the declining sun. Or designing ways to enhance the population of
pheasants in the wild. That notwithstanding, we can not ignore the contributions of the so-called
lab scientists to omithology- in the past 20 years as many as 4 Fellows have been elected (for
their work on birds) to the Academy - the greatest honour that a country can bestow on its
academicia and two Fellows to the American Omithologists Union. | don't see why we stiould
object to their presence on the executive or as RRs. Itis another matter that privately we may
express our concern at the possiblility of "being pickled by these serious looking guys in bottles” (
the process has gone much farther in these days of hi-tech science- they bleed you and hybridise
your genes at high temperatures and run them through all sorts of columns to find out the
generations of breeding that have gone into making what you are today! Ha Hal). But that adds
spice to the interaction! And watch out, there may be some of us who mourn the supreme
sacrifice of poor Gallus gallus (along with its ancestors distributed all over the peninsular and
continental India) which, so meticulously anointed and soaked for hours in a bath of chilly garlic
ginger coriander and curd, roasted over slow ~ fire, reaches the lavish table only to find it .
surrounded by ornithologists - all ready to gobble it up I Jokes apart, | believe in diversity for that
is the essence of evolution - evolution of life, evolution of ideas, evolution of our personalities,
through interaction with diversity we get better insight into our own selves (Isn't that what Lord
Krshna was saying to Arjun ?!). A homogenous Interaction would not only e so terribly boring
but would lead to death of ideas through inbreeding. We talk of conserving biodiversity which is a
global concern today and we raise eyebrows over a little diversity amongst ourselves!

And now about the proposal to establish an Ornithological Council. What is there in a
name? But everybody is free to form whatever they want. And why not ? As for OSI vis-a-vis
this body, Objective 5 of OSi is "to sirengthen the hands of other organisations working for
birds and nature”. So no problem there. We are already networking with other organisations.
For an example, Dinesh Kumar Sharma (Treasurer & RR for Garhwal & Kumaon) is monitoring for
the OSI the WWF Protected Area Network Program in Kedarnath Sanctuary, Garhwal Himalaya.

As for the scientific journal by this body- | admit there is a desperate need for it. This was
discussed at Srinagar meeting and again in one of the informal meetings you had organised at
Bangalore Club. As | pointed out then the problem is it is very easy to start a journal but to keep it
alive and maintain the good standard a very very difficult task. It will require a lot of time and full




commitment of those who serve as editors and will need a strong editorial board with critical
refereeship which is central to a scientific journal. That is why | had suggested that we promote
the existing journals like PAVO or JBNHS and concentrate our efforts in making atleast one of
them real impact journals of international standard. It would take a lot less in terms of time,
energy and money if we strengthen what already exists rather than venturing afresh. But perhaps
there are people who can venture into a new journal. And why not. Good luck !

As for the RRs not being expected to do much for the OSI because of their involvement
with this body - if the RRs who were present there really feel so | understand their difficulty and
can only hope that in spirit atleast they will cooperate and respond to the calls of OSI when given
once in a blue moon. Many of them did not know me in the first place and | am grateful that they
bore with me so long. But I'd appreciate if they drop me a line to the effect so that | may not
thoughtlessly intrude upon their time.

OSI, however, will continue. There are folks who have faith in and expectations of OSI.
Furthermore, thanks to the flyer in the BWNL (though it took two yrs to appear !) we have had a
great response and people, wonderful people, are ever so willing. A region-wise list will be sent
to RRs on hearing from them. The most delightful member is a class five student who wants me to
send her pictures and magazines! There is even a student who has opted to be a life member! |
am seriously thinking of creating a special cell for these youngsters in our OSI and am even
thinking of organising a special birding trek for them in the mountains here this summer. But |
need a clear happy state of mind for all that - For heaven's sake, please lets act rather than sit
and gossip. It deviates folks from what they are doing.

One final word. Not meaning to be disrespectful, and despite our chagrin for technicalities
in the light of the present development it must be said, only a very few of those present at the
meeting you refer to have actually become valid members of OSI despite my calls to the effect
time and again. Therefore, technically speaking the views aired at this meeting you refer to need
not necessarily be the views of the core of the OSI. The notice for a formal meeting of the
executive members and the RRs scheduled for November 95 had been sent to all (except Ranjeet
and Subramanya) several months back. All that needs to be discussed and decided about OSI
shall be discussed then. | shall send firm dates, venue and an agenda much in advance and
those who can not participate personally can write their views which will be tabled.

| don't see the sudden need to rethink about our policies. Restructuring, yes, that in any
case has to happen every four years, but we do have well conceptualised ideas & clearly defined
objectives. OSI does not have the pretensions of being a great institution. It is a purely voluntary
NGO which gives a sense of belonging to bird-folks from all walks of life. Let it grow slowly and

steadily.

With warm and very fond regards,

: [Ml =

s
7

| am sending copies of this letter to all the RRs mentioned by you.

| notice you have sent copies of your letter to me to S. A. Hussain and V.S. Vijayan also. | shall
do the same with mine. | am thinking how very right dear Husain Saheb was while sharing with me
some pearls of his wisdom gained in the far-east, when we flew back together from Vienna.
Vijayan | hope to see on 6 April in a meeting in Delhi.

o D
Vs @@M Y




ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF INDIA

OSI

FIRST NOTICE
Biannual Conference

THE ENVIRONMENT & BIRDS
Delhi, 14 - 16 November, 1995

OSI Sccretariat
Box 45, Srinagar, Garhwal, UP 246 174
Ph 01388-2407,2058,2215 Fax 01388-2407

OSI Liaison Office

10 Sirur Park,Seshadripuram, Bangalore
Phone 364142,364682 Fax 563953,332634




The biannual conferenco of OSE shall bo held
in Delhi from 14 -16 November 1995. We
have the pleasure to invite you to participate in
this conference which provides a unique forum
for ornithologists working in all fields. The
theme of the conference will be Environment
& Birds highlighting the contribution of birds to
science and society. Topics shall address the
following questions :

1. How the environment influences various
~ aspects of birdlife (avian habitats, distribution
& abundance, avian ecology, physiology,
behavior and breeding)
2. How the birds influence their environment
(agriculture, pests, scavengers, birdstrikes,etc)
3. What can be done to promote interest in
and protect birdlife (conservation and
management) and to maximise avian
contribution to our lives (economic ornithology
and aesthetics)

Presentations will constitute invited state-of-art
lectures on selected topics followed by short
communications in the form of oral and poster
presentations, and, round tables. A special
session organised and conducted by school /
college students is also envisaged.

Registration fees:

OSlI members Rs 200 (includes free
accommodation for 3 nights, 2 lunches, 2
dinners,Tea/coffee between sessions and
conference material)

0S| Student-members Rs 150 ( same as
above)

Non-members Rs 300 (conference material,
Tealcoffee between sessions)

Local members Rs 100 (conference material,
Tea/coffee between sessions)

Zafar Futehally Asha Chandola-Saklani
President OSI Secretary-General OSI




Preliminary Application for Registration
(Please send to the Secretariat)

Name (Block letters)

Address (Block letters)

| will present a state-of-the-art paper/ short paper
on : avian habitats / ecology / physiology / behavior/
breeding/  evolution/  endangered species [/
management/ conservation in scientific session/
general session

I will organise a general / scientific session on

> 5 /> 10 speakers.

I will organise a Round Table on

| will participate in discussion only
I will exhibit.......

The organisers of specific sessions and round
tables are requested to submit to the Secretariat
the list of prospective speakers with titles and-a
short introduction of the theme.

Deadlines :

Preliminary registration 15 May 1995

Registration 15 June 1995

Extended Abstract 15 June 1995

Proposal for organising

Session or Round table 15 June 1995




RREGTRITET ARNTY BIDNIC
ONMENT AND BIRDS
4-16_.November 1995, Delhi
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My dear A8ha,

I was very soxrry to have learnt from your letter of 27th
July, that your mother hss a serious ailment, I hope the operation

will be successful and that she will reeover soon,

Thank you for sending me the letterheads, I will now get
going on the November meeting. A8 I told you in my earlier letter,
Laeeq and I intend to come to Delhi on t13th November, and my
daughter has already fixed our accommodation in the India
International Centre.

I will make some attempts %o collect funds from individuals
and industrialists, but this may not amount to very much, I intend
%o ask BPL, Bharat Electronica, Bharuka Steel, GodreJ and a few
other friends. I will keep you informed, but don't expect too much.

I agree that i1its a good idea to hold the meeting in Pusa
vhere the conference and accommodation facilities are available at
minimum cost, We could have asked WWF to provide us with the
facilities but Lodi Road is an expensive place and accommodation
in the hotels nearby would also be very expensive, So I hope
that everything has been arranged at Pusa.

Regarding inviting people for the Inaugural, I suggest that
you do this rather than me, otherwise there may be confusion. Would :
you like to ask Dr. Zahoor Qasim of the Planning Commission, to
speak on the role of Govermment in the promotion of ornithology?

Al ternatively, he could speak on protecting our oceanic birds.

Qasim was for many years the head of the Oceanic ReSearch Institute ?
and also led the first expedition to Antarctica. He was for some
time the Secretary of the National Committee for BEnvirommental
Planning & Coordination. Qasim has agreed to be President of the
Asian Ornithological Meeting proposed to be held in Indis in the

4%h quarter of 1996,

00000/20




. The other person you could invite is Dr, Kishore Rao
who 18 in the Ministry of Enviromment, and act® as a coord inator
o pome of the IUCK Committees like SSC and CNPPA,

Would you like to ask Samar Singh of WWF to provide a
speaker on any topic that he wishes,

Regarding geublicity, T will of couree include a note about
this meeting in the July/August and September/October Newsletiers.
Aside Ti~m that I don't think I can do very much, :

I am copying this letter to the Regional Secretaries and
some others for ihformation.

Al1 good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

) & 6{%

=
Zafar Futehally




DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY, HN B GARHWAL UNIVERSITY
BOX 45, SRINAGAR GARHWAL, UP 246 174

Asha Chandola-Saklani
Professor & Head of the Department. Co-ordinator, SAP (DRS) -UGC
Box 45; Phone 01388 - 2058 (O), 2215(R) Fax 01388 - 2407

16 December, 1995.
Sri. Aaheesh Pittie
8-2-545, "Prem Parvat"
Road No. 7, Banjara Hills
Hyderabad
Andhra Pradesh-500 034.

Dear Sri. Pittie,

. This has reference to the discussions held at Delhi during the conference last month regarding the
invitation bid to International Ornithological Committee. Since then | also talked to Director BNHS, SACON
and several other people who were not present.

As you may know, International Ornithological Committee (IOC) is the oldest International scientific
body. It holds every 4 years the International Ornithological Congress. For some years now | have been
holding discussions within the IOC to bring this prestigious congress to India - the first ever in Asia. | have
been asked by the executive council of the IOC to prepare an invitation for the XXIll International
Ornithological Congress to be held in the year 2002 and to identify resource persons to help develop this
invitation who will also take various responsibilities for the event later. This was discussed at the Delhi
conference also last week. The preperation, first for the bid and then for the event, must be a collective
effort on the part of the Indian Ornithologists. The bid invitation should go from several Universities,
Institutions, The Science Academies, BNHS, SACON, WWF and other NGOs.

We have a good majority of ornithologists in the country who have made a mark nationally and
internationally, working in various universities, institutions and NGOs or free lance. The first step in this
direction would be the formation of committees - National and Local. We will need to make several other
committees also like for fund raising and sponsorship, pre- and post- congress tours etc. etc. Ofcourse we
shall not be directly involved in the nitty gritty of the organisation which will be given in the care of some
competent professional conference organisers. But that will come later. Following discussions with
eminent ornithologists a tentative list of resource persons has been prepared. This is being enclosed
herewith for your kind perusal. | have just heard that Israel also plans to bid for the 2002 Congress. We
must get going !

The format of the Scientific Program of the Congress is entirely the responsibility of the Scientific
Program Committee of the IOC constituted under its statutes and by-laws. And we are concerned in it only
in that the work of the Indian Ornithologists must be projected as much as possible. In general the
Congress constitutes daily plenary lectures attended by every participant followed by several symposia
running parallel; again followed by several simultaneous Round Tables. The bid invitation must include the
venue. For the venue selection essential features, as envisaged by the I0C, to be considered are :




1. A very large hall for the opening session which will hold all members of the congress plus
accompanying persons. This can be a hall in building quite separate from the other congress activities.

2. A large hall, possibly the same one as under "1", which will serve for plenary sessions (lectures) of the
congress. It is best to have a single large hall that can accommodate the congress membership during the
plenary lectures, as the system of having primary hall plus an overflow hall with the lecture carried by
closed-circuit television does not always work well.

3. A number (5-7) of smaller rooms holding between 200 to 500 persons for the symposia. If the congress
has 1500 members, then at least 5 concurrent symposia will be needed and hence five large lecture rooms.

4. A larger number of smaller rooms suitable for concurrent Round Table Discussions. Round Table
Discussions are the core of the technical discussions by specialists during the congress. They are best
scheculed at times other than the plenary lectures and the symposia, and it is best to arrange these inthe
evening or late afternoon so that they can be open- ended. There may be as many as ten concurrent RTD

. per time slot. These should hold between 20 and 75 persons, and have facilities for blackboards, slide and
overhead projection, etc.

5. Space for poster sessions. This should be large as one can expect at least 500 posters for a
congress. This space can be combined with other space if possible.

6. Space for commercial display such as book publishers, manufacturers of equipment useful for
ornithologists, and other commercial displays not closely associated with ornithological activity. This space
can be rented and hence serve as a means of raising funds for the congress.

Expected number of delegates would be upto 1800 to 2000. | have been making enquiries.
Although a massive convention complex is to come up in Bombay in the next three four years at the
moment Delhi is the only place in the country where facility exists for seating such a big number in a single
hall along with several rooms in the same complex. Now we must look for the earliest oppurtuinity to meet
and develoop the invitation. | have enquired and some of us will be going to the BNHS conference at
Bombay which could be the ideal venue for meeting for the purpose. Please let me know your views.

W

Asha Chandola=Saklani
Fellow of the American Ornithologists Union
Exec.Councillor Internatl.Ornithol. Committee

‘ With warm regards,




Resource Persons :

J.P. Thapliyal, Retd Professor, Fellow Academy, Varanasi
Zafar Futehally, President OSI, Bangalore (member IOC) ] Senior Ornithologists
Asok Ghosh, Retd Professor, Fellow Academy, Calcutta University, Calcutta

Prakash Gole, Ecology Society, Pune
Rishad Naoroji, Bombay
P.C. Bhattacharjee, Professor, Gauhati University, Guwahati
R. Subbaraj, Professor, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai
R.N. Saxena, Professor, Fellow Academy, Delhi University, Delhi
Asad Rahmani, Assoc. Professor, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh
P. Lal, Sr. Reader, Manipur University, Imphal
B.M. Parasharya, Sr. Reader, Gujarat Agricultural University,
Bonny Pilo, Professor, M.S. University, Editor PAVO, Baroda
. Manijit Dhindsa, Assoc. Professor, Punjab Agriculture University, Ludhiana (member I0C)
V.S. Vijayan, Director SACON, Coimbatore
Priya Davidar, Director SACEES, Pondicherry
Tapan Kumar Ghosh, Reader in Zoology, Bhagalpur University
S. Subramanya, Agriculture University, Bangalore
Abraham Verghese, Agricultural University, Bangalore
Madhav Gadgil, Fellow Academy, 11Sc, Bangalore
Asha Chandola-Saklani, Fellow Academy, Garhwal University, Garhwal (member I0C executive)

Bikram Grewal, Bird Publisher, Delhi
Bittu Sehgal, Editor Sanctuary Magazine, Bombay
Ashok Kumar, Chairman, Wildlife Protection Society India, Delhi
Thakur Daleep Singh, Bird Photographer, Bangalore
Ashish Kothari, Kalpa Vriksha (NGO), Delhi
A.J. Urfi, Delhi University, Delhi
Divya Bhanu Sinh, Conservationist, Delhi
Asheesh Pittie, Hyderabad

‘ P.O. Nameer, Forestry College, Kerala
S. Thirumurthi, Professor, Forest College, Tamil Nadu
Arvind Misra, Mandar Nature Club, Bhagalpur
Bibhab Talukdar, Aranyak Nature Club, Guwahati
Satpal Gandhi, Dept. of Tourism, U.P. Govt, Dehradun
Chandana Haldar, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi
Chandramohini Chaturvedi, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi
P.S. Rao, Agricultural University, Hyderabad
D.K. Sharma, Garhwal University, Srinagar Garhwal
Ashish Thapliyal, Garhwal University, Srinagar Garhwal
Rahul Kaul, WWEF, Delhi
R. K. Bhatnagar, IARI, Delhi
Dinesh Bhatt, Gurukul Kangri University, Hardwar
Vibhu Prakash, BNHS, Bombay
S. Sridhar, Bangalore
etc etc etc




Suggested Advisory Members

President WWF (M. S. Swaminathan)
Seceratory General WWF (Samar Singh)
Director General CAPART (M.K. Ranjit Sinhji)
DOEnN Secretary

Director BNHS (Jay S. Samant)

Secretary DST

President INSA, IASc

Director General CSIR, ICAR

Director IARI (R.B. Singh)




Ornithological Society of India

Secretariat: Box 45, Srinagar Garhwal, UP 246174; Ph 01388 -2058/ 2215 Fax 01388-2407
Liaison Office:10 Sirur Park, Seshadripuram Bangalore 560020; Ph 364142 Fax 563953/332634

Please reply to:

President

Zafar Futehally | Zafar Fut ehally,

Bangalore 2205 Oakwood , 8th Main,
3rd Block, Koramangala,

Secy-General : BANGALORE - 560 034

Asha Chandola-Saklani

Srinagar Garhwal Tele.No: 5533684

Regional Representatives 20th D r 1
Abraham Verghese, Bangalore 0 ec embe 995

Abdul Jamil Urfi, Delhi

DK Sharma, Garhwal Kumaon
Himmat Sinhji, Gujarat Mrs, Asha Chandola Sakhlani,

Lavkumar Kachar, Gujarat Secretary General s OdI,
Manjit Singh Dhindsa, Punjab Post Box 45,
Prakash Gole, Pune S rinagar,

Prasanta Kumar Saikia, Assam GARHWAL - 246 174
Rishad Naoroji, Bombay P
KK Sharma, Eastern UP Bihar

C Shashi Kumar, Kerala

My dear Asha,

You 8aid over the televhone that you are going to send me
Scme materia]l for the Newsletter on ths basis of which I should
write a report on our Conference in November. I have not
received anything from you and I have only given a very general
account of what happened in Delhi in the November/December issue
of the Newsletter which should be cut next week.

In the Jan/Feb issue I would like to give a Somewhat
detailed account of what is happening to the 0SI - 1its present
position and future plans, This could go in the form of The
President's Letter, to all members of the OSI, Can you send me
a 1ist of the present membership with the addresses? Thanks.

We have also to decide on the structural connection between the
Newsletter and OSI. Because Sridhar is subsidising this to a
considerable extent through Navbharath Press, he would prefer, I
think, to keep it as g separate entity as far as finance is
concerned. But could it in some way be designated as the official
mouthpiece of CoI? Quite Trankly, apart from the biannual
conferences which you have arranged and which, I presume, you are
going to organise in future, for the ordinary member of s the
Newsletter would be the only means of keeping him in touch with
the 0SI. Have you any plans for producing a Separate Newsletter
of your own? I think we must take a decision on this soon.

What ‘are the various projects which you are thinking about?
Can you give me a 1ist of what our membership should be attempting
to do? I am followinz up on my suggestion about investigating
opportunities for ornithologists and conservationists in this
country. I will have to write to the various State Governments,
other public and private sector Companies, Universities and others.
This will be a 3low process and perhaps by the next biannual
conference I may have something to present.

=




What I am rather concerned about is the status of our
Regional Secretaries. Who, according to you, are firmly
committed to act as Regional Secretaries of OSI and who have
written to you confirming this? Please let me know. There
are people like Asad Rahmani who are not, for one reaSon or
other, keen to act as Regional Secretaries but who nevertheless
would like to support us in any manner they can. We must
have a 1ist of such people also.

I would be grateful if you will sit down for a couple

of hours and write to me in detail about the points I have
raised.

I am taking the liberty of copying this letter to some
of our friends whose comments would be welcome and valuable.

Wishing you and your family every happiness in
. the New Year.

Yours affectionately,

/)
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4 Zafar Futehally
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