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Aims and Objectives ofAppropriate Technology
Mission, Assam (ATMA) are

1.. To transfer and use appropriate technology for socio-economic devel-
opment >

2. To educate, create awareness among the people about the appropriate
technology available and make proper use of them in the respective
fields,

3. To build up a data bank of technologies and facilitate dissemination of
information,

4.. To conduct and commission studies in the field of appropriate technol-
ogy for socio-economic development

5. To do all such things one may be considered necessary incidental or
conducive for socio economic development ofAssam in particular &
North East India in general.
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SMT. MANEKA GANDHI

MINISTER OF STATE FOR SOCIAL
JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT

(INDEPENDENT CHARGE)
SHASTRI BHAWAN

Nagen Sharma NEW DELHI-110001
x INDIAThe Forest Minister

Govt. of Assam
Pisour

age 12,35.99

Dear Shri Sharma,

have heen approached by environmental agroups in Guwahati
regarding Reserve Forest ta be declared as a

wildlife sanctuary. The Kakcijana Reserve forest shelters
and safeguards the rarest endangered species - Golden
langur, Binturang, Pangolin, lecpardc, porcupine, python,
barking deers, civets, jungle cats and many other Species.
Now 'the reserve is under a constant threat due to illegai
poaching and hunting of these wild animals, felling of trees
and quarrying of rocks etc.
There is also a lord Shiva and kali temple amidet the forest
that is regularly visited by the devotees, Causing more
disturbance ta the environment of the existing animals
there.
Gli over India, there is a concerted attack on sanctuaries
and reserve forests without peaple realising that this last
2% of land supports 1@@% of cur wildlife and makes up 75% of
cur remaining forests. If we lose these one by ane, India
will lose its green cover which will mean total disaster Tor
an agricultural country.
Instances such as this - poaching, felling of trees,
quarrying within 4 Reserve Forest/natified area is « blow to
the emtre conservation mavement in the country and is an
violation of the Wildlife Laws. If the sanctuary
deteriorates as it been doing , by repeated Attacks on
it by vested interests we will lose the tourists and aur
national heritage.
Therefore i would request you to kindly take immediate eteps
to refrain these activities within the Kakoijana Reserve
forest and remedy the damage that has already been dane by
regreening the denuded areas.
1 feel Sure we can depend on you ta de the right thing. Each
person in position is 4 custodian of India's heritage.
Flease let me know what action you have taken.

With Det wishes,
(Sant /Maneka



Editorial

Proposed KakoijanaWildlife Sanctuary

richness does not relate only to the diversity of flora &
fauna but also its diverse topography & climate. Assam
and North East India is a part of the tremendous altitudinal
zonation of the Eastern Himalayan ranges which is re-

garded as one of the world's highest priority conserva-
tion areas (hot spots) according to International Union
for Conservation of Nature, (IUCN).

Different troops having adult, juvenile and new bom
infants of Golden Langur, a rare species of langur which
is not found elsewhere in the world except in Indo-Bhu-
tan Border areas have been found in the Kakoijana Re-
serve Forest in the Bongaigaon district ofAssam. It is an
isolated population in a discontinuous habitat.

Kakoijana Reserve Forest having an area of around
2000 hactre the habitat of one of the rarest & highly en-
dangered species like Binturong, Jungle Fowl, Pangolin,
Hornbill, Leopard, Porcupine, Python, Lesser Adjutant
Stork, Flying Squirrel, Monitor Lizard, Barking Deer,
Mongoose, Civets, Jungle Cat,Wild Cat etc. is today ly-
ing totally unprotected. Lack of awareness among the
local people about the importance & significance of these
superb creatures have virtually threatened the extinction
of the Kakoijana Reserve Forest & its invaluable wild

vide and disrupt the existing land used for agriculture in
the proxmity of the Reserve Forest. The rich top soil of
the adjacent alluvial agricultural land belonging to 21
revenue villages will be covered by silt deposits from
the degraded forest and reduce the fertility of land lead-
ing to poor yields year after year.

The present forest coverage of the state ofAssamis
only 17% against the mandatory requirement of 33% as
per National Forest Policy. The National Forest Policy
also envisages in maintenance & preservation of 60% of
the total forest cover in the hills and 20% in the plains.
The records show that for Assam, while the forest cover
in the hills has been subjected to repeated plundering
due encroachment in the adjoining areas of human habi-
tal, massive destruction of forest areas have been going
on for cultivation purposes in the plains resulting in re-
duction ofmajor chunk of forest cover thereby reducing

16% forest cover in Assam. Under the present situation
ofAssam further destruction and dwindling of forest cover
in areas like Kakoijana Reserve Forest should immedi-
ately be stopped.

Now, various students, voluntary, literary, non-gov-
emmiental organisations, political parties, leading citi-
zens of Assam as well as North East India, have joined
the Kakoijana Bachao Andolan which has snowballed
into a major mass environment movement in Assam &
North East India spearheaded by Appropriate Technol-
ogyMission, Assam(ATMA), demanding declaration &
preservation of Kakoijana Reserve Forest as a wildlife
sanctuary. Massive mass plantation programme, free
health check-up camps are being organised in the fringe
villages of the proposed KakoijanaWildlife Sanctuary.

When people decide that they will not wait for the
government to intervene and take their own initiative to

protect their forest, wildlife & environment there are
bound to be remarkable and unexpected results.

Under the above circumstances the Kakoijana Re-
serve Forest should immediately be declared a wildlife
sanctuary under section 26 A (b) of the wildlife (Protec-

A ssam and its six neighbouring states of North
East India lie at the centre of the world's righ
est bio-geographic area The bio-geographic

_ tion) Act, 1972 which says any area comprised within
any reserve forest or any part of the territorial waters,
which is considered by the state government to be of
adequate ecological, faunal, geomorphological, natural
or zoological significance for the purpose of protecting,
propagating or developing wildlife or its environment is
to be included in a sanctuary" and thereby preserve the
habitat ofGolden Langur and other schedule-I animals,
plants and take measure for tourism & socio-economic
development for generating employment for the 21 num-
bers of revenue villages viz Hapachora, Garogaon-I
Garogaon-II, Kuchiakata, Thakuranipara, Noapara,
Kamarpara-Kathalguri, Kathalguri, Chipanchilla-I,
Chipanchilla-I, Chipanchilla-I1, Betbari, Jhakuapara-II,
Chitkagaon, Hirapara, Ravapara, Chaprakata-II,
Chaprakata-IIT and Kakoijana under the central sector
"Eco-Development Around National Parks & Sancturies"
scheme.

inhabitants.
Destruction of Kakoijana Reserve Forest will di

Proposed KakoijanaWildlife Sanctuary should be
an island ofbewilderment for protection, preservation of
forest, wildlife and environment in Assam as well as
North East India.
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developing wildlife or its environment is to be
included in a sanctuary."
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Golden LangurWith Special Reference To The Pro-
posed Kakoijana Wildlife Sanctuary

Kabindra Narayan Deb.

Golden Langur (Presbytis geei) : This species of
langur was first brought to the notice of the scientific
world in the 1950s by E P Gee, anthropologist and
naturalist. Gee found them in the sub-Himalayan for-
ests, part of which constitutes today's Manas Tiger
Reserve, Assam. Early investigations determined the

range of these arboreal animals as being between the
rivers Sankosh and Manas to the West and East and
between the Bhutan foothills and the river
Brahmaputra to the North and South. These animals
are not found naturally arlywhere else in the worid.

Location : Approximately between Lat 26° 22'N
to 20° 21'S and Long 90° 23' W and 90° 23.5' E, the
proposed Kakoijana wildlife sanctuary extends over
an area of about 2000 hectares. It is a mixed-wood
sub-tropical deciduous forests. The forest area is not -

a contiguous tract but broken and distributed over the
entire property. The largest cortinuous tracts extend
across the length of the northern and southern bounda-
ries.

The Resident Population : A small population
of about 15 Golden Langurs was first sighted inside
the forest around 1989-90. Over time this population
took residence in the plantation premises as the sur-

rounding forests disappeared under the axe of illegal
fellers. Today this population is a mrarooned lot who
have settled in and.become part of the place. At the
last comprehensive count, in 1994, a total of 60 ani-
mals were sighted divided into four groups. These
are not permanent groups as they have been seen to
merge, split, re-group, according to, perhaps, the sea-
son. The Golden Langurs seem most relaxed well in-
side the premises. Whenever they have been found
feeding on the peripheral parts of the forest, they have
exhibited a nervous behaviour, moving off to keep a

greater distance from observers, They seem to recog-
nise the plantation workers and are not threatened by

their proximity. In the presence ofoutsiders, however,
they are more cautious and restless.

The plantation has been able to identify most of
the trees and vines, the leaves of which the Golden
Langurs feed on. Forage-able tree species have been
planted to increase food available for them, especially
for during the lean period, February to April.

The Threat : The disappearance in recent years
of extensive tracts of forest comprising the original
Golden Langur country has driven populations of the
animal into isolated pockets of forest tract in the dis-
trict from where they have not been able tomove out.
A purely arboreal animal species, the degradation of
even these pockets, usually in hilly spots, has com-
pelled adaptive behaviour. It is no longer a rare sight
to see these animals traverse open ground to get to
the next tree, or patch of forest, in a slow loping tramp.
The on-going destruction ofhabitat continues to build
up stress on the survival of the species. Individual
animals or small groups of three or four have been

sighted on the bare, isolated hill ranges of the district
where there is hardly a tree standing. These smail
groups seem destined to be wiped out in a few years.
time. In the larger existing forest tracts, such as in the
Manas Tiger Reserve, survival chances are much
higher, This is the over-all general threat to the spe-
cies.

Coming to this location, in the proposed Kagoijana
Wildlife Sanctuary, the threat is the continual attack
on the large saal and other trees on the peripheries of
the property by illegal fellers. Moreover, local vil-
lagers are known to hunt and eat Golden Langur when-
ever available. Villagers, cattle, cowherds armed with
catapults and bows and arrows are known to stray into
the forests for their pickings, causing much distur-
bance and threat to the natural ambience.

ATMA-7
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Proposed Kakoijana Wildlife Sanctuary
and Joint Forest Management

KN. Barman.

akoijana Hills covering an area of
1719.80 hacters. was declared as a re-.
served forest in 1966. It is situated at

a distance of 15 k.m. from Bongaigoan having
mostly mixed moist decidous forest. The area
is mostly covered with teak plantation scat-
tered bamboo grooves, and miscellaneous
saplings.

A Proposal was submitted to the higher
authority in Dec '98, for the upgradation of its
Status and there by declaring it as a wildlife
sanctuary.

Golden langur which was widely distributed
along the Indo-Bhutan Border from Manas
river in the East and Sankosh river in the west
is also scatteredly distributed in the South up
to the river Brahmaputra.

Due to the severe depletion of its habitat
& biotic interference the population of golden
langur is highly threatened.

Some fragmented groups of golden langurs
which is confined to the Chakrashilla Hill was
decleared as a wildlife sanctuary for the
protection a consenation of golden langur out
side Hill park.

Attempts are also made to protect the. 3-
4 thriving fragmented groups of golden langurs
in the Kakoijana Rserve Forest. Already forest
protection committees are formed to bring
awakeness among the villagers residing in the

vicinity of the Reserve Forest for the protection
of golden langurs in particular & other plants
& animal life in general, several meetings
group discussion were also held in this respect.

Already 3 (three) phases of plantation pro-
grammes were taken up by the field staff
casual worker of this divn, local villagers &
non-gvernmental organisations participated in
the planting programmes. An area of 25 hactres
(approx) were covered up in the plantation
programmes. Attempts are made to cover up
the barren' areas of the Reserve Forest by
planting suitable- golden langur, birds & other *

species animals etc. as of voluntary service.
The villagers residing in the vicinity of the

Reserve Forest are now motivated. So no
illegatities could take place in the Reserve
forest by illegal felling of trees & poaching
of any wild animals. It was farther planned to

carry Out socio-economic survey of the revenue
villagers residing in the peripheries of the :
Reserve Forest, for taking up welfare schemes.
Further it is also planned to form various forest.
protection committees as per the guide lines
of Joint Forest Management rules in the pe-
ripheries of the Reserve Forest. A copy of the

guide line is annexed herewith for guidance.
It is worth mentioning here that some of

the NGOs like Appropriate Technology Mis-
sion, Assam (ATMA) is sincerely trying to
bring awakeness among the villagers by car-
rying out discussion, meetings & publicity
works to declare Kakoijana Reserve forest as
a wildlife sanctuary for the protection &
conservation of the highly endanzerd Species.
like golden langur & for the improvement of

'

its habitat and also to initate welfare schemes
in the villagers for their economic upliftment.

ATMA- g
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR
FOREST DEPARTMENT, DISPUR

Notification

The 10th November, 1998

1

No. FRW.8/93/75- The Govt. of Assam is pleased to make «die

following Rules for the active participation and involvement of local
people for regeneration, maintenance and protection of degraded forest
and plantations.

The Assam Joint (people's participation)
Forestry Management Rules, 1998

ATMA-10



-68 THE ASSAM GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY FEB, 20, 1999

1. short title and com- (i) The Rules shall be called 'Assam Joint (peoples partici-
mencement : pation) Forestry Managen 1998

(ii) They shall come into force with immediate effect.

Defination. 2. In these resolution, unless there is anything repugnant in
the subject or context :

(a) "State" means the State of Assam; .

(b) "Governor" means the Governor of Assam;
(c) "Government". means the Government of Assam;
(d) "Committee" means the Forest Protection and Regenera-

tion Committee;

(e) "Usufructs" means- use and profit of the benefits accured
from the property but not the property.

(f) "Minor Forest Produce" includes leaves, twigs of trees,
edible fungil, honey, medicinal plants, fodder, fruits, reeds
and moss, silk, cocoon, wax, myrabolams, lac;

(g) "Beneficiary" means the members of Forest protection and
Regeneration Committee the unit of which is a family;

(h) "Working scheme" means the short term scheme formu-
lated for regeneration, protection and management of
forest areas jointly by the members of Forest Protection
and Regeneration Committee and the Forest Department
keeping in view of the needs and aspirations of the
Committee Members;

(i) "Natural regeneration" means : Regeneration of a forest
natural seedfall with or without human aids;

(j) "Intensive planting" : Man made plantation with much
larger number of seedlings than the number of matured
number of trees sustainable under a given sets of locality
factors;

3. There shall be committee namely "Forest Protection and

Regeneration Committee" to be constituted under provision of
rule 7 for the purpose of regeneration, maintenance and

protection of Forest areas in the State under continued degra-
dation because of biotic interferance. The families acting as
members of the committee shall be allowed, as a measure of
incentive, usufructs defined herein before in rule

ATMA-I1
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THE ASSAM GAZETTEE, EXTRAORDINARY, FEB. 20. 1999 69

Selection of
area :

Limitation
of area :

Cost of
scheme :

Constitution
of the
Committee :

subject to observance of the conditions provided in these

rules.

4, The sites including all areas outside Reserve Forests and only
peripheral degraded areas of Reserve Forests shall be selected in

accordance with a working scheme prepared in consultation with
the beneficiaries and duly approved by the concerned ,circle
Conservator of Forest.

5. The area under the protection of such committees may usually
be limited to 3 (three) hectres per beneficiary family for natural

regeneration and 1 (one) hectre for intensive planning. The area for
natural regeneration and artificial regeneration will depend upon
number of beneficiary families in the Committee. The performance
of the Committees shall be closely monitored and the extent or limit
of the area reviewed and revised if considered necessary.

6. The cost of regeneration and maintenance of degraded Forests
and allied development works as per the approved schemes shall
be bome by the Government.

7. (i) Each Range Officer shall organise meeting with villagers of
one or cluster of villages residing adjacent to forest areas and

explain the concepts of Joint Forestry Management and its benefits
in simple language and the President or some members of the local
Gaon panchayat will be invited to attend. In case a minimum of
50% of the total number of adults in the village accepts the proposal
of Forest Protection and Regeneration committee proposal in the

meeting then the Divisional Forest Officer shall constitute the Forest
Protection and Regeneration Committtee(s), within the frame work
of this rules.

(ii) The option to become members of the Committee shall be open
to a.. the concerned villagers, living in the vicinity of the Forest
concerned, Membership of each family will be in the name of the
husband and wife or a male and a female member of the family
and shall be considered as one unit of beneficiary. The families
who are already entitled to rights, concessions or previlages over
the forest area also shall be included as members of the Committee.

(iii) Commit'ze Non-Government Organisation (N.G.D) and Volun-
tary Associations (V. A.s.) of the locality shall be utilised for
motivating and organising village communities.

ATMA-12



70 THE.ASSAM GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY FEB 20, 1999
living close to the forests selected for protection, regeneration
and afforestation etc.

The Non-Government Organisations (N.G.O.s.) and Vol-
untary Associations (V. As.) may be associated as interface
between the forest Departmet and village Communities. No
ownership or lease right over the forest iand will be given
to the beneficiaries or to the N.G.Os./V. As. No act in
contravention of the provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 shall be permitted

(iv) Each Forest Protection and Regeneration Committee
Shall have an Executive Committee to carry out various
activities as assigned to the Forest Protection and Regenera-
tion Committee.

2 (v) The composition of the Executive Committee shall be
as follows :

(a) Gaonbura or any member of the local Gaon
Panchayat (s) Member.

i (b) Elected representative of the beneficiaries (not
exceeding. 9)... eee Members.

(d) concerned Beat Officer or any Forest Official not
below the rank of Forester.

deputed for the purpose Member-Secretary

(vi) The members of the Exceutive Committee shall elect
the president in each meeting.

(vii) Constitution of the Forest Protection and Regenera-
tion Committee including Executive Committee will be

j recommendation of the concerned Range Officer.
(viii) The concerned Divisional Forest Officer will moni-

tor, supervise and review the functions of the Forest Protec-
tion and Regeneration Committee.

(ix) If any change in the Forest Protection and Regen-
eration Committee of the Executive Committee is necessi-
tated, after initial constitution, the Executive Committee shall
make suitable recommendation to the Divisional Forest
Officer concerned duly endorsed by the concerned Range
Officer for approval.

approved by the Divisional Forest Officer concerned on the

ATMA-13
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Meeting and
Quorum

(x) The Beat Officer, or the Forester as the case

may be, as member-Secretary shall convene the meeting
of the Executive Committee at least once in every three
months and once in every 6 months for the Forest
Protection and Regeneration Committee.

(xi)The representative, of the beneficiaries for the

Executive Committee shall be elected each year in the
annual general meeting of the Committee, where the
concerned Range Officer shall be an observer.

8. (i) Forest Protection and Regeneration Committee
shall maintain a register showing necessary Particu-
lars of the members of the Committee, e.g. name,
father's name, address, number of the family mem-
bers, name of the nominee etc. The nomination forms
duly filled in and approved by the concerned Divi-
sional Forest Officer should be pasted in the register.
Such registers shall also be maintained in the con-
cerned Range Officer of the Forest Department for
permanent record.

(ii) The Forest Protection and Regeneration Committee
shall maintain a "Minutcs Book" wherein proceeding
of the meeting of the Executive Committee held from
time to time as well as proceedings of the annual

general meeting of the Forest Protection and Regen-
eration Committee shall be recorded under the sig-
nature of the Chairpcrson of the Executive Commit-
tee and such minutes duly attested shall be cheeked
by the concerned Range Officer for record and

initating any action proposed in the resolutions
adopted in the meeting.

(iii) The Forest Protection and Regeneration Committee
(to be referred to as the Committee hereinafter) shall
hold an annual general meeting once every year
where activities of the Committee as well as details
of distribution of usufrucluary benefits shall be
discussed, besides electing representative of the
beneficiarics to the Executive Committee.

(iv) The quorum of the meetings of the above Com-
mittees shall be treated as complete if 1/3rd of the
members are present in the meeting.

ATMA-14



72 THE ASSAM GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY, FEB. 20. 1999
Duties and
Functions

9. The duties and functions of the Forest Protection and Regen-
eration Committee shall be as follows :-

(a) Gi) To ensure protection of Torests/plantation through. the
members of the Committee

(ii) To protect the same forest/plantation (s) with the members of
the committee : - The forest area selected for joint forest
management shall be worked out in accordance with approved
working plan/working scheme for, subsequcnt revision/ prepa-
ration of working plan/working scheme, the Executive Commit-
tees of the Forest protection and regeneration Committees shall
be consulted for working plan prescription in the forest areas
taken up for joint forest management. It shall also be cnsured
that no grazing of cattle and other animals is permitted in the
forest land under joint forest management but permission for
cutting and carrying of grass and fodder as permissible silvicturally
shall be allowed free of cost to cncourage shall feeding of cattle
and other animals. Improved varieties of Non-wood Forest
Produce shall also form a component in the plantation. activitics.

(iii) To report to the Forest Officials any attempted tresspass or
: wilful damage to or theft in the forest (s)/planatation (s) by any
person er. persons.

(iv) To prevent any tresspass or encroachment on grazing, fire or
theft in or damage to any forest/plantation or use of such land
for agricultural purposes.

(v) To apprehend or assist the Forest Officials in apprehending any.
such person or persons Committing any of the offences men-.
tioned above.

-(b) G) To ensure smooth and timely executed of all forestry works
taken up in the area under protection by the committee.

(ii) To involve every member of the Committee in the matter of
protection of Forest (s)/plantation (s) as well as other duties
assigned to the Committee.
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(iii) To assist the concerend Forest Officials in the matter

F of selection/engaging labourers required for forestry
works mainly from the beneficiaries and their families.

(ii) To assist the concerned Forest Officials in proper

; (iii); To ensure that usufructuary right allowed by the
Government are not in any way misused by any member
and the forest/plantation sites are kept frce from any

== --

encroachment whatsoever. i

(d) (i) To prevent any activities in contravention of the

provisions of the Indian Forest Act. 1927 or the Assam
Forest Regulation, 1891 or any other relevant Acts or a
rules.

(ii) To report to the concerned Beat Officer/Range Officer
about the activites of a beneficiary which are found pre-
judicial and detrimental to the interest of a particular :

plantation of forest, which may result in cancellation of

(c) (i) To ensure smooth harvesting of the forest produce
by the Forest Department.

distribution of the earmaked portion of the usufructs
among the eligible members of the Committee

the membership of the erring beneficiary
(iii) To assist the Forest Officials to take action or proceed j

under the Assam Forest Regulation, 1891, the Indian ;
Forest Act. 1927, the Wildlife (protection) Act. 1972 and
any other Acts or Rules against the offenders including
any erring member of the Committee found to be

violating the provision of such Acts. and Rules on
damaging the Forest/plantation.

a (e) To ensure protection"of Wildlife in such areas.
(f) To ensure protection of all Forest/plantations in areas {

other than the areas taken up for participatory manage-
ment within the jurisdiction of the respective village/
villages from which members of the aforesaid Committee
have been drawn, by prevention aay.
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Usufructuary
benefits

tresspass or encroachment or, grazing, fixe or theft
in or damage to any forest/plaritation, and by
generally assisting the Forest Officials in their
lawful function in prevention of such: forest of-
fences and prosecution of the offenders.

(g) To ensure that none of the beneficiaries included
under the participatory management programme
practices jhuming.

10. (i) In case of natural regeneration/plantations taken
up under the scheme, the beneficiaries shall have
to protect the forest to be eligible for sharing of
usufructs under this programme.

(ii) The beneficiaries shall be permitted to collect
minor forest produces, free of cost without causing
any damage to the forest/plantations.

(iii) 25% output from Silvicultural thinnings shall be
set aside for distribution to the beneficiary families
through the Executive Committee for meeting their
bonafide house hold needs. In case of short fall,
the Executive Committee shall prioritise examining
the requirements of the individuals and arrange
smooth distribution. In case of surplus, the Forest
Department will dispose it off (through) the ap-
proved system of sale and deposit the salc proceeds
in the fund of the Forest Protection and Regenera-
tion Committee for utilisation for the cause of
common interest of the beneficiaries. Balance 75%
shall be disposed of by the Forest Department and
I/3rd of the net reecipt (after deducation of pro-
portionate cost of creation and harvest) shall be

deposited to the Executive Committee for propor-
tionate distribution to the members of the Forest
Protection and Regeneration Commitee.

iv) The output from the harvest from main fellings
shall be sold by the Forest Department. The
beneficiaries will be entitled to 25% of the net

receipts from main fellings. The net receipt will
mean, the sale value of the produce less the direct
cost of creation and harvest. The concerned Divi-
sional Forest Officer shall set apart proportionate
amount from the sale proceeds as above and shall
arrange distribution of the sam to the eligible
beneficiaries in consultation
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with the Executive Committee upon satisfactory perform-

ance of the duties and fuctions detailed here-in-before.

(v) The receipt from the harvest of plantations under Social

Forestry shall be distributed as above, amongst the

beneficiaries after deducation of cost of plantation and

down hereinbefore or contravention of the provisions of

lation, 1891 or other relevant Acts or Rules, may entail
cancellation of individual membership and/or dissolution
of the Executive Committee on Forest protection and

Regeneration Committee, as the case may be, without

concerned Divisional Forest Officers.
(i) The concerned Divisional Forest Officer, shall be com-

petent to take approriate action and even to dissolve any f
Executive Committee, of the grounds stated above, on
the recommendation of the concerned Range Officer or

the concerned Range Officer to take proper action and
even terminate the membership of an individual member

the above mentioned grounds, on the recommendafion

cost of harvest
11, (i) Failure to comply with any of the conditions laid

the Indian Forest Act. 1927 or the Assam Forest Regu-

have been done prior to such cancellation, by the
jpaying compensation to any one for any work that might

otherwise.
(iii) The concerned Divisional Forest Officer may authorise

of the Executive Committee of Forest Protection and

Regeneration Committee.
(iv) Appeal against any such penal action by the Range

Officer may be perferred to the concerned Divisional
Forest Officer.

(v) Appeal against any such penal action by the Divisional
Forest Officer may be perferred to the concerned Circle

- Conservator of Forests, whose decision shall be final.
The format for the memorandum of understanding to

be adopted by the Forest protection and Regeneration
Committee formed by the village community is given
below
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

+We, the membefs of the Forest
Protection and Regeneration Committee do hereby undertake to perform the duties and func-
tions as detailed in the Rule No dated of the Forest Depart-
ment, Government of Assam for proper protection of the

forests
plantation assigned to this

Committee as per the Schedule given hereunder -

SCHEDULE:
1. Name of Forest protection and

Regeneration Committee
2 . District i-

3 . Sub-Division
4 . Police Station h

5 . Mouza : -

6 . Panchayat ee

7 . Status of the land
8 . Area in Hectres '-

9 . Boundary

North- East-
South- West-

e a » «-

We understand that the usufructuary benefits as detailed in the aforesaid Rule dated
shall he allowed only upon satisfactory performance of the duties and

functions by this Committee and the individual beteificiaries as per the aforesaid Rule.

A copy of the aforesaid Rule is annexed herewith duly signed by us on every page as

proof/evidence of our having and understood the same in letter and spirit.
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Signature of the members Signature of
of the Committee Witness
Name and Address Signature Name and Address . Signature

i

2

3.

4

5

6

SIGNATURE OF LOCAL FOREST OFFICIALS :

SI Name & Designation Signature
No

1

2

3

4

5

6

H. SONAWAL,
Commissioner & Secy., Forest Deptt.

GUWAHATI- Printed & published by the Dy. Director (P & S) Directorate of Ptg. and
Sty., Assam, Guwahati- 21 (Ex-Gazette) N. 27-500-500-20-2-99,
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Appropriate Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA)
F.O. Swaheed Path, Main Road, Bongaigaon-783 380, Assam + Tel (03664) 20879, 22320 + Fax : (03664) 20206

APPEAL

Kakoijana Reserve Forest in Bongaigaon district of Assam having an area c around
is 15,000 bigha, the habitat of one of the rarest and highly endangered

cies Golden Langur (Presbytis Geei) alongwith other Schedule-| species viz Binturong
4OW) that

Junze owl, Pangolin, Wild-Cat, Hornbill, Leopard, Procupine, Python, Wild F ; Civet Cat,
Moritor Lizard, Mongoose, Flying Squirrel, Hares, Barking Deer, Lesser Stork etc., is

today hing -stally unprotected. Illegal poaching & hunting of wild animals s: ing of trees,
quarrying of rocks, lack of awareness among the local people about the 'portance &
significance of these superb creatures have virtually threatened extinctic he Kakoijana
Rese Forest & its invaluable inhabitants.

Systematic destruction of Kakoijana Reserve Forest is dividing & dis' upting the existing
len used in the agricultural sector in the proximity of the Reserve Forest «nich is surrounded
by ich ailuvial agricultural land. The rich top soil of the adjacent alluvial agricultural lana of
2° ene villages will be covered by the silt deposits from the degraded forest and reauce
the fertilis of land leading to poor yields year after year. The adjaccnt area may at one time
tun inte incultivable barren lands if the Kakoijana Reserve Forest is not protected with
mr affect.

Now various students, voluntary, literary & non-governmental organisations, political
paities, leading citizens of Asam as well as North East India and the local people of 21 revenue
village: o° ha sajna Reserve Forest, have joined the Kakoijana Bachao Andolan, which has

io a major mass environmental movement spearheaded by the Appropriate
Techno: chy 'ron, Assam (ATMA) to preserve the Kakoijana Reserve Forest as a 'Wi!d"fe
Sai

So, e above circumstances the Kakoijana Reserve Forest should "mediately
be a: i dlife sanctuary under section 26A\(b) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

x "any arza comprised within any reserve forest or any part of the territorialwaters
wt cl. is cunsule: ed by the state government to be of adequate ecological, faunal,

o vism & socio-economic development for generating employement of 21
€ rs obo o:: efagyacent revenue villages viz Hapachora, Garogaon- J, Garogaon-II,

f+ alranipara, Noapara, Kamarpara-Kainalguri, Kathalgu., Chipanchilla-]
tat panchilla OI, Kashibari, Chipanchilla-IV, Betbari Jnakuc Lara-Il, Chitkageon,
Re. 1 ., Shaprakata-II, Chaprakata IIT & Kakoyana urder t!. central sector "Eco-

Devglopne:
* \ acd National Park & Sanctuary" scheme.
tamem eee mpm ee Sm

7 No} Name & Address of the

Individual/Organisation Sign: ture

ATMA-23
|

a

€

ongaig on is the only district of Assam where there is no wildlife sanctuary at sreses

BE rr T hole gicl aatural or zoological significance for the purpose of protecting, propagating
devel > ifetlife or its environment is to be included in a sanctuary" "d thereby

h bit t f Golden Langur (Presbytis Geei) & other schedule-| and take
i ASi
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Appropriate TechnologyMission, Assam (ATMA)

To Dated Bongaigaon the Ist December '1998

Mr. Nagen Sarma
Hon'ble Forest Minister
Govt. ofAssam
Dispur, Guwahati- 781006

Sub : Appeal to declare Kakoijana Reserve Forest as aWildlife Sanctuary.
Ref : Under Section 26A (b) of theWildlife Protection Act.,1972

Sir,
With due respect, we, on behalf of Appropriate Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA), would like to

submit the following for your kind consideration and necessary action :

That Sir, Appropriate Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA), is a non-profit making, non-palitical,vol-
untary & non-governmental organisation registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 for the use of
appropriage science & technology for socio-economic development ofAssam in particular & North-East India
in general.

That Sir, Assam and its six neighbouring states ofNorth East India lie at the centre of the world's richest
bio-geographic area according to J Machinon & K. Machinon (1986) The bio-geografhic nchness does not

relate only to the diversity of flora & fauna, but also its diverse topography & climate. Assam is a part of the
tremendous altitudinal zonation of the Eastern Himalayan Ranges which 1s regarded as one of the world's

highest priority conservation areas (hot spots) according to J A. Meneely, KK R Miller, WV Reid, K A
Millermier (1990) of International Union for Conservation of Nature (MUCN)

*

That Sir, different troops having adult, yavenile and new born infants ofGolden Langur (Presbytis gee!)
a rare species of langur which is not found elsewhere in the world except in Indo-Bhutan Border areas and
ChakrasillaWildlife Sanctuary, have been found in Kakoijana Reserve Forest It 1s an isolated population 1n a

discountinuous habitat.
That Sir, the Kakoijana Reserve Forest having an area of 1720 hectares, the habitat of one of the rarest

and highly endangered species. Golden Langur (Presibytis geei) along with other Schedule- I endangered
species like Binturong, Jungle Fowl, Pangolin, Hornbill, Leopard, Porcupine, Python, Lesser Adjutant Strok,
Flying Squirrel, Monitor Lizard, Barking Deer, Mongoose, Civets, Jungle Cat, Wild Cat etc., is today lying
totally unprotected. INegal poaching & hunting of wild animals, felling of trees, quarrying of rocks, lack of
awareness amongst the local people about the importance & significance of these superb creatures have virtu-

ally threatened the extinction of the Kakoyana Reserve Forest & its invaluable wild inhabitants.
That Sir, destruction of Kakoijana Reserve Forest will divide & disrupt the existing land. used for

agriculture in the proximity of the Reserve Forest The rich top soil of the adjacent alluvial agricultural land
belonging to 21 revenue villages will be covered by silt deposits from the degraded forest and reduce the

fertility of land leading to poor yields year after year. The adjacent areas may at one time be turned into
uncultivable barren lands. The trail ofdevastation left by quarrying in Patkai Hills Ranges in Upper Assam and
the human miseries in that area is a pointer to come in course of time, to the Kakoijana Reserve Forest area loo
if the illegal poaching of wild animals, quarrying of rocks & felling of trees, thus the dangerous move to

destroy the Kakoijana Reserve Forest is not nipped in the bud.
That Sir, there is an age old place of worship of Godess Kali & Lord Shiva within the ambit of the

Kakoijana Reserve Forest area where the devotees from far flung areas throng every year to ofter prayers

G. 0. : Barua Bhawan, 107 M. C. Road, Uzanbazar, Guwahati- 781001. Tel : (0361) 546827. Fax : (0361) 630465
D.O PILSARC C- 569, New Friends Colony, New Deltn- 110065
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Appropriate TechnologyMission,Assam (ATMA)
F. O.: Swaheed Path, Mainn Road, Bongaigaon- 783380, Assam. Tel : (03664) 22487, 23112. Fax : (03664) 20206

The religious faith and the places of worship will be affected by the destruction of the Kakoijana Reserve
Forest against which there is statutory provision.

That Sir, the present forest coverage of the state ofAssam is only 17% against the mandatory require-
ment of 33 33% as per National Forest Policy. More particularly the National Forest Policy envisages in maintance
& preservation of 60% of the total Forest cover in the hills and 20% in the plains. The records show that for
Assam, while the forest cover in the hills has been subjected to repeated plundering due to encroachment in the
adjoining areas for human habitat, massive destruction of forest areas have been going on for cultivation pur-
poses in the plains resulting in reduction of major chunk of forest cover, there by reducing 16% of the forest.
cover ofAssam. Hence under the present situation ofAssam, further destruction and dwindling of forest.cover
in areas like Kakoijana Reserve Forest should immediately be stopped.

That Sir, Bongaigaon is the only district in Assam, where there is no wildlife sanctuary at present.
That Sir, various students, voluntary, literary, non-governmental organisations, political parties, leading

citizens of Assam as well as NE India, and the people of the 21 revenue villages adjacent to the Kakoijana
Reserve Forest now have demanded the preservation of the Kakoijana Reserve Forest as a wildlife sanctuary.

That Sir, under the above circumstances the Kakoijana Reserve Forest should immediately be declared
a wildlife sanctuary under section 26 A (b) of the wildlife (protection) Act. 1972 which says" any area com-
prised within any reserve forest or any part of the territorial waters, which is considered by the state govern-
ment to be of adequate ecological, faunal. geonorphological, natural or zoological significance for the purpose
of protecting, propagating or developing wildlife or its environment is to be included in a sanctuary", and
thereby preserving the habitat of Golden Langur and other Schedule-I animals, plants and take measures for
tourism & socio-economic development for generating employment for the 21 numbers of revenue villages viz
Hapachora, Garogaon-I, Garogaon-II, Kuchiakata, Thakuranipara, Noapara, Kamarpara-Kathalguri, Kathalguri,
Chipanchilla-I. Chipanchilla-II, Chipanchilla-IlI, Betbari, Jnakuapara-II, Chitkagaon, Hirapara, Ravapara,
Chaprakata-III, Chaprakata-II, & Kakoijana under central sector "Eco-Development Around National Parks &
Sanctuaries" scheme.

Anticipating immediate necessary favourable action from your end.
With green regards.

Yours faithfully
Dr. N. K. Choudhury Parimal Kumar Das

Chairman Honourary Secretary

Kabindra N. Deb Arjun Chandra Barman
Working Chairman Assistant Secretary

Appropriate Techonology Mission, Assam (ATMA)

G. O.: Barua Bhawan, 107 M. C. Road, Uzanbazar, Guwahati- 781001. Tel : (0361) 546827. Fax : (0361) 630465
D. O, PILSARC, : C- 569, New Friends Colony, New Delhi- 110065
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Appropriate TechnologyMission,Assam (ATMA)
F.O.: Swaheed Path,Main Road, Bongaigaon- 783380, Assam, Tel ; (03664) 22487, 23112. Fax : (03664) 20206

18.
19,
20.
21.

Copy forwarded for favour of kind information and necessary action to :

617.

1. Honourable Governor of Assam, Rajbhawan, Guwahati- 781001.
2. Honourable Chief Minister of Assam, Govt. of Assam, Dispur, Guwahati- 781006
3. 'Honourable Minister, Environment & Forest, Govt. of India, Paryavaran Bhawan, C. G. O.

Complex, New Delhi- 110003.
4. Sarat Chandra Sinha, Ex-Chief Minister, Assam, Beltola, Guwahati- 781028
5. Maneka Gandhi, People for Animals, A-4, Maharani Bhagh, New Delhi- 110065.
6 Honourable M. P., Barpeta Lok Sabha Constituency, New Delhi- 110001.
7, Honourable Minister, Labour & Employment, Govt. of Assam, Dispur, Guwahati- 781006
8. The Chief Secretary, Govt. of Assam, Dispur, Guwahati- 781006
9. S. C. Sharma, Additional Inspector General (Wildlife), Ministry of Environment & Forest,

Govt. of India, Paryavaran Bhawan, C. G. O. Complex, New Delhi- 110003
10. Commissioner & Secretary, Forest Department, Govt. ofAssam, Dispur, Guwahati- 781006.
11. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Govt. of Assam, Rehabari, Guwahati- 781008.
12. Dr. Lakshmi Nandan Bora, Chairman, Pollution Control Board, Assam, Bamunimaidam.

Guwahati- 781028
13. Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), Rehabari, Guwahati- 781008.
14. Bhupen Roy, MLA, Abhayapuri (North) Legislative Constituency, Dispur, Guwahati- 781006
15. Rabin Banikya, MLA, Abhayapuri (South) Legislative Constituency, Dispur, Guwahati-

781006.
16. Manabendra Pathak, Executive Member, Bodoland Autonomous Council, Kokrajhar, As-

sam, PIN : 783370
Pravat Baisnab, Chairman, Bongaigaon Municipal Committee, Bongaigaon, Assam, PIN :

783380
Deputy Commissioner, Bongaigaon District, Bongaigaon, Assam, PIN : 783380
Superintendent of Police, Bongaigaon District, Bongaigaon, Assam, PIN : 783380
Conservator of Forests, Western Assam Circle, Kokrajhar, Assam, PIN : 783370
Divisional Forest Officer, Aie Valley Division, Bongaigaon, Assam, PIN : 783380

Dr. N. K. Choudhury Parimal Kumar Das
Chairman Honourary Secretary

Kabindra N. Deb Arjun Chandra Barman
Working Chairman Assistant. Secretary

Appropriate Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA)

G O Barua Bhawan, 107 M C Road, Uzanbazar, Guwahati- 781001 Tel (0361) 546827 kax (0361)
630465D O PILSARC 569, New Friends Colony, New Delhi- 110065
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3
Telegram : PARYAVARAN NEWDELHI

4 Telephone :

Telex W 88185. DOEOIN
FAX : 4360670

Government of India
Ministry of Environment & Forests

PARYAVARAN BHAVAN , C G.O Complex

Lodhi Road, New Delhi- 110003

No. 17-33199 WLI Dated : 5.4.99

To. «

The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Govt. of Assam,
Guwahati.

'Fax : 0361 560900
547386.

Sir.

Kindly furnish information for the following Parliament Starred Question No. (Dy. No. 13849) by Shri Ajit

(a) Whether. the kakoijana Reserved Forest Located in Bongaigaon district of lower Assam is on the verge of destruction

(b) if so. the preventived measures taken by the Government to stop such activities'?

Jogi due for 12.4.99 by fax by 7.4.99 positively along supplementary.

due to poaching: and

Yours Faithfully.

(Kanwarjit Singh)
Joint Director (W1.)
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Replies of Parliament Question No. 13849 by Sri Ajit Jogi.

Question Answer
(a) Whether the kakoijana R..F. No.

located in Bongaigaon Dist.
of lower Assam is on the

verge of destruction due to

poaching and.
(b) If so, the preventive Does not arise.

measure taken by the Govt.
to stop such activities.

Supplementary

The Kakoijana hill was declared as R. F. vide Govt. Notification No. For/sett/354/
GI/68, dt. 29.4.66 covering an area of 1719.80 Hect. Kakoijana R. F. although it is degraded is
still the habitat of highly endangered species like golden langur which is found in 2-3 groups
comprising 16 to 17 in each group. Some other endangered species like Pangolin, Mongoose,
Civets, Jungle cat, Flying Squirrel, Leopard, Monitor Lizard, Pythan etc. and various birds,
also found in the Kakoijana R. F. A proposal has been submitted to the competent authority
vide this office letter No. A/24/5/Kakoijana/3 17-20, dt. 1.4.99 for declaring Kakoijana R. F. as
a WildLife Sanctuary. Local Forest Protection Committees have been formed comprising the

inhabitants of the surrounding villages of the R. F. to create awarness and to protect the flora
and founa of Kakoijana R. F. Sincere attempts have been made for protection of the habitats by
frequent patrolling by field staff and surprise inspection by the senior Forest Officers. At-
tempts have also been made for raising massive plantation in the R. F.

Divisional Forest Officer.
Aie Valley Division,

Bongaigaon

ATMA-~32
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THE NORTHEAST DAILY, FRIDAY, JANUARY 1,1999

Demand to declare Kakoijana
forest as wild fe sanctuary
Rare fauna falling prey to anti-social elements

OUR STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, DEC 31 : The Ap-
propriate TechnologyMission, As-
sam (ATMA), has demanded that
the Kakoijan Reserve Forest in
Bongaigaon district of the state
should immediately be declared as
a wildlife sanctuary under the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, and
thereby preserving the habitat of
Golden Langur and other highly
endangered species and takemeas-

es for tourism and socio-eco-
uomic develop rent for generat-
ing employmeni of 21 adjacent rev-
enue villages.

The ATMA, a leading volun-
tary organisation, stated that the

reserve forest having an area of
. around 2,000 hectres, gives shel-
ter to one of the rarest and highly
endangered species Golden
Laangur besides the Binturong,
Jungle Fowl, Pangolin, Wild Cat
Hornbill, Leopard, Porcupine, Py-
thon, Wild Pig, etc. Golden
Langurs are totally unprotected be-
coming pray to the anti-socials.

Illegal poaching and hunting
ofwild animals, felling of trees and
lack of awareness among the local
people about the importance and
significance of these creatures have
virtually threatened extinction of
the Kakoijan Reserve Forest and its
invaluable inhabitants.

The ATMA said that the

Kakoijan Reserve Forest was origi-
nally moist mixed deciduous for-
est with bamboo groves. In the
mid-sixties plantation of teak trees
were undertaken under afforesta-
tion of fast growing species which
met moderate success in the pe-

riphery.

Golden Langur is endemic to
Bhutan-Assam presently confined
to the area in the north bank of the
Brahmaputra between theManas
and Sankosh rivers. In the interior
southern reaches of this area,
where there are hill ranges, forests
is still thick, the ATMA said add-
ing that this calls for urgent pres-
ervation of the region.

3
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Poaching threatens reserve in Assam
SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP
GUWAHAT!, JAN 1

THE Kekayans rex ved
est, located in distnce
of Lower Assam. i
destruction. With it wre su. sta! 0°
as mam as 45 golden
mebh-cndangered specie of pri
nates row found 11 few ctusrers
in Assam and Scud dhut ur nes
also come under foub.

Keeping this in vw. bc Ap.
propnate iechnoiog. i. As
sam (ATMA) a tall w Ui i+
ment group 15 m* hn

mbhabuants of 21 villages in and
around Kakoiiana to create mass
awureness 10 save the reserve,

ATMA secretary Parimal Ku-
mar Das says the Rakonana re-
served forest.¥ 12.611 om ers approx-

io sevetar other species which fig-
gewSsbecul whe Wildhfe
Ac Tres the birturong, flocs pl uns
pangobr hone. px hon flying
squirrel. wild pig. cat and
parking deer.

°The animals of Kakoitana are
{ nme on an m

fel ing of trees and quarrying of
rocks have also added to the dan-
ger." Dassavs.

Kakonana. he said. is at an alt-
tude of 1.154 feet above sea level.
and is a tvpical representation of
the fragmentauan of forest cover
that is taking place in the western
are oy the north hank othe

Tes nilring. encompassid by

Vast Wetlands, wich are bemg
encroached upon by

peonte. he added.
Cniunalk amoisimud dud

Kakoijana had teak trees planted in
themid-Suxties. but now its ecology
faces pressure from illegal tree
telling, Das says.

The NGO has already { stneda
Rakojana Bachao Andovin, with
Das and his colleagues motvating
the neighbouring vikugers t jou it
ATMA has also Ode the

tuan unde
2ba (Byofthe Wudiite 0prea cuen}
Act. 1972. and bring at the
Central sectors scheme Jar

velopment around Nai on Paks
andsanctuave Dw rite WI
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Plea to declare Kakoyana Reserve Forest as awildlife sanctuary
GUWAHATI, Jan 1-- Appropn -

ate Technology Missicn, Assam
(ATMA), a leading voluntary or-

gamisation for application of appro-
priate science and technology for
socio-economic development of
Assam im particular and North East
India in general has demanded
the government to preserve
the Kakayana Reserve Forest in

Bongaigaon District as a wildlife
sanctuary.

Kakoyana Reserve Forest hav-
ing an area of around 2000 hectres
that is 15,000 bigha, the halntat of
one of the rarest and highly en-
dangered species Golden Langur
(Presbytis geei) alongwith other
Schedule-1 species namely
Binturong, Jungle "owl, Pangolin,
Wild-Car. Hornbill, Leopard. Por-
cupine, Python, Wild Pig, Civet
Cat, Monitor Lizard, Mongoose,
flying Squirrel, Hares, Barking
Deer, Lesser Adjutant Stork etc.
is today lying totally unprotected.

[ilegal poaching and hunting of
wild ariimals, felling of trees, quar-
rying of rocks, lack of awareness
among the local people about the

importance and significance Sf
these superb creatures have vir-
tually threatened extinction of the
Kakonjana Reserve Forest and its
invaluable inhabitants.

Kakoyjana Hills Reserve Forest
with an altitude of 1154 feet, is a

typical representation of the frag-
mentation of the forest cover that
1s taking place in the western ar-
eas of the north bank of the
Brahmaputra nver flood plains. It
1s a hills range encompassed by
vast wet-lands, which has been

experiencing the colonisation by
agriculture for over acentury. The
extensive plains area peripheral
to this hills has now been totally
colonised by human use practise.
And for such habitation the Hulls
Reserve Forest needs to keep tts
forest cover intact because top-

soul would create an imbalance in
the agriculture practice of the sur-

rounding paddy lands.

Systematic destruction of
Kakoyana Reserve Forest is di-

viding and disrupting the existing
land used in the agricultural sec-
tor m the proximity of the Reserve
Forest which 1s surrounded by
nich alluvial agncultural land. The
nich top soil of the adjacent allu-

vial agricultural land of 21 rev-
enue villages will be covered by
the silt deposits from the de-

graded forest and reduce the fer-

tihty of land leading to poor yields
year after year. The adjacent area

may at one time turn into
uncultivable barren lands if the

Kakoyana Reserve Forest 1s not

protected with immediate affect.

Kakoyana Hills Reserve Forest
was onginally a moist mixed de-
eiduous forest with bamboo

groves. In the mid suxties, planta-
tion of mainly teaks species was

fe

undertaken under Afforestation of
Fast Growing Species which met
moderate success in the periph-
ery.

Golden Langur (Presbytis
geei)1s endemic to Bhutan-Assam
presently confined to the area in
the north bank of the Brahmaputra
between the Manas and Sankosh
rivers. In the more southern
reaches of this area wherever
there are hill ranges, a few man-

aged forests are in existence and

typical representation of the frag-
mentation process.

Three troops of the species of

primates (estimated population
45) is at present residing in the

Kakoyana Hills Reserve Forest.
As this Hills Preserve Forest is

totally isolated there 1s no oppor,
tunity for such sizeable population
of this endangered species to mi-

grate.
It is therefore necessary to

manage the Reserve Forest in

such away that the habitat at-
tnbutes suitable for long term goal
of protecting this species 1s main-
tained. The first step towards this
end would be to declare the area

protected and bring it under sci-
entific wildife managerent.

Protection and wildhfe manage-
ment mputs would not only arrest
any potential ecological or biotic
process that would result in the
loss of habitat attributes vital for
the existence of this endangered
Species but also thwart any posst-
bility of damage that may occur to
the extensive paddy land area due
to loss of forest cover in this fills
Reserve Forest.

~ Now, various students, volun-
tary, hterary and non-governmen-
tal organisations, political parties,
Jeading citizens of Assam as well
as North East Incha and the local
people of 21 revenue villages ad-

jacent to Kakoyana Reserve For-

est, have joined the Aakoyana
Bachao Andolan, which has snow-
balled into a major mass environ-
mental movement spearheaded
by the Appropriate Technology
Mission, Assam (ATMA), to pre-
serve the Kakoyana Reserve For-
est as a Wildlife Sanctuary.

Bongaigaon 1s the only distnct
of Assam where there is no wild-
life sanctuary at present

So, under the above circum-
stances the Appropriate Technol-
ogy Mission, Assam (ATMA) has
demanded that the Kakoijana Re-
serve Forest be immediately de-
clared as a wildlife sanctuary un-
der section 26.\(b) of the Wildhfe
(Protection) Act, 1972 and
thereby preserve the habitat of
Golden Langur (Presbytis geei)
and other Schedule-} species and
take measures for tourism and
sucr-economic development for

generating employment in 21 ad-
jacent revenue villages.
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Narion
¢Declare Kakoijana Reserve Forest a wildlife sanctuary'

A CORRESPONDENT

Bongaigaon, Jan 1: APPROP-RIATE Technology
Mission, Assam (ATMA), a leading voluntary
organisation for application of appropriate science and

technology for socio-econnomic development of the
state in particular and north-east India in general has
demanded to preserve the Kakoijana Reserve Forest,
im Bogaigaon district as a wildlife sanctuary, a press
release said.

Kakoijana Reserve Forest in Bongaigaon district
Raving an area of around 2000 hactres that is 15,000
bigha, the habitat of one of the rarest and highly
endangered species golden langur (presbytis geet)
alongwith other schedule - | species viz Binturong,
jengle fow!, pangolin, wild cat, hornbill, leopard,
porcupine, python, wild pig, civet cat, monitor lizard,
mongoose, flying squirrel, hares, barking deer, lesser
adjutant stork etc is today lying totally unprotected.
Tegal poaching and hunting of wild animals, felling
of trees, quarrying of rocks, lack of awareness among
the local people about the importance and significance
of these superb creatures have virtually threatened
extinction of the Kakoijana reserve forest and its
invaluable inhabitants.

Kakoijana hills reserve forest with an altitude of
1154 ft a typical representation of the fragmentation
of the forest cover that is taking place in the western
areas of the north bank of the Brahmaputra river flood

plains. It is a hills range encompassed by vast wetlands,
which bas been experiencing the colonisation by
agriculture forover a century. The extensive plains area

peripheral to this hilis has now been totally colonised

by human use practise. And for such habitation the
hills reserve forest needs to keep its forest cover intact
because top soil would create an imbalance in the

agriculture practice of the surrounding paddy lands.

Systematic destruction of Kakoijana Reserve Forest
19 dividing and disrupting the existing land used in the

agricultural sector in the proximity of the reserve forest

which is surrounded by rich alluvial agricultural land.
The rich top soil of the adjacent alluvial agricultural
land of 21 revenue villages will be covered by the silt

deposits from the degraded forest and reduce the

fertility of land leading to poor yields year after year.
The adjacst area may at one time turn into
uncultivable barren lands if the Kakoiyana Reserve
Forest 1s not protected with immediate affect.

Kakoijana Hills Reserve Forest was originally moist
mixed deciduous forest with bamboo groves. In the

mid sixties plantation of mainly teaks species was
undertaken under afforestation of east growing species
which met moderate success in the periphery.

Golden langur (presbytis geei) is endemic to
Bhutan-Assam border presently confined to the area
in the north bank of the Brahmaputra between the

\Manas and Sankosh rivers. In the more southern
reaches of this area whcrever there are hill ranges a

mer ra

few managed forests are in existence and typical
representation of the fragmentation process.

i ls Reserve Forest. As this hills preserve forest is
totally isolated there is no opportunity for such sizeable
population of this endangered species to migrate.

Itis therefore necessary to manage the reserve forest
in such away that the habitat attributes suitable for Jong
term goal of protecting this species is maintained. The
first step towards this end would be to declare the area
protected and bring it under scientific wildlife
management.

Protection and wildlifemanagement imputes would
not only arrest any potential ecological or biotic
process that would result in the loss of habitat attributes
vital for the existence of this endangered species but
also thwart any possibility of damage that may occur
to the extensive paddy land area due to loss of forest
cover in this hills reserve forest.

Now, various students, voluntary, literary and non-
governmental organisations, political parties, leading
Citizens of the state as well as north India and the local
people of 21 revenue villages adjacent to Kakoijana
reserve forest, have joined the Kakoijana Bachao
Andolan, which has snowbalied into a major mass
environmental movement, spearheaded by the
appropriate technology mussion, Assam (ATMA), to

preserve the Kakoijana reserve forest as a wildlife
sanctuary.

Bongaigaon is the only district of the state where
there is no wildlife sanctuary at present.

Three 5 of the species of primates (estimated
is at present residing in the Kakoijana

So, under the above circumstances the Appropriate
Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA) has demanded
that the Kakoijana reserve forest should immediately
be declared as a wildlife sanctuary under section
26A(b) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 which
says "any afea comprised within any reserve forest or
any part of the territorial waters which is considered
by the state government to be of adequate ecological,
faunal, geomorphological, natural or zoological
significance for the purpose of protecting, propagating
or developing wildlife or 1ts environment ts to be
included 1n a sanctuary" and thereby preserving the
habitat of golden langue (presbytis gees) and other
schedule-1 species and take measures for tourism and
socio-economic development for generating
employment of 21 numbers of fringe/adjacent revenue
villages viz Hapachora, Garogaon-I, Garogaon - IL,
Kuchiakata, Thakuranipara, Naopara, Kamarpaia-
Kathalguri, Kathalguri, Chipanchilla-l Chipanchilla-
Il, Chipanchilla-If1, Kashiabari, Chipanchilla-IV,
Betbari, Jnakuapara-II, Chitkagaon, Hirapara,
Ravapara, Chaprakata-II, Chaprakata-IIl and
Kakoijana under the central sector "eco-development
around nationa! park and sanctuary" scheme

ATM
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Sanctuary status
\demanded for
Kakoijana
GUWAHATI, Jan 2: Appropriate

. Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA), a
leading voluntary organization for
application of appropriate science and.
technology .for sacio-economic
development of Assam in particular and
North-east India in general, has
demandec, to declare the Kakoijana
reserve forest in Bongaigaon district of
Assam as a wildlife sanctuary, a press
release said.

Kakoijana reserve forest in

Bongaigaon district of Assam, having an
area of around 2,000 hectare that is
15,000 bigha, the habitat of one of the
tarest and highly endangered species
golden langur (presbytis geei) along with
other Schedule-1 species viz binturong,
juagie fowl, pangolin, wildcat, hornbill,
le-ard, porcupine, python, wild pig,
civet cal, monitor lizard,. mongoose,
flying squirrel, hares, barking deer lesser
adjutant stork etc. is today lying totally

quarrying of rocks, lack of awareness
among the local people about the
importance and significance of these
Magnificent creatures have virtually
threatened extinction of the Kakgijana
reserve forest and its invaluable
nhabitants, the release said,

Kakoijana hills reserve forest with ah
altitude of 1,154 ft, a typical
representation of the fragmentation of the
forest cover that is taking place in the
westem areas of the North Bank of the
Brahmaputra river flood plains. The
extensive plains area peripheral to this
hills has now been totally colonized by
humans. And for such habitation, the
hills reserve forest needs to keep its
forest cover intact because top-soil
would create an imbalance in the
agricultural practice of the surrounding
paddy lands.

Systematic destruction of Kakoijana
reserve forest is dividing and disrupting
the existing land used in the agricultural
sector in the proximity of thecy reserve
forest which is surrounded by rich
alluvial agricultural land. The rich top
soil of the adjacent alluvial agricultural
land of 21 revenue villages will be
covered by the silt deposits from the
degraded forest and reduce the fertility of
land leading to poor yields year after
year. The adjacent area may at one time
turn into uncultivable barren lands if the
Kakoijana reserve forest is not protected
with immediate effect.

Three troops of the species of
primates (estimated population 45) is at
present residing in the Kakoijana hills
reserve forest. As this hills reserve
forest js totally isolated, there is no
opportunity for a sizeable population of
this endangered species to migrate.

the reserve forest in such a vey that the
habitat is suitable for term goal of
protectingg this species. The first step
towards this end would be to declare the
area protected and bring it under .

scientific wildlife management.
Variou' students, voluntary, literary

and non-governmental organizations,

ATMA-53

political parties, jeading citizens of
Assam as well as North-east India and
the tocal.people of 21 revenue villages
adjacent to Kakoijana reserve forest,
have joined the Kakoijana Bachac
Andolan, which has snowballed into a
major mass environmental movement
spearheaded by the Appropriate
Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA), to
preserve the Kakoijana reserve forest as
a wildlife sanctuary. Bongaigaon is the
only district of Assam where there is no
wildlife sanctuary at present. Appropriate
Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA)
has demanded that the Kakoijana
Teserve forest should immediately be
declared as a wildlife sanctuary under
Section 26A(b} of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 which says "Any
area comprised within any reserve forest
or any part of the territorial waters which
is considered by the State Government
to be of adequate ecological, faunal.
geomorphological, natural or zoological
significance far the purpose of
protecting, propagating or develop ng
wildlife or its environment is to be
included in a sanctuary" and thereby
preserving the habitat of golden tangur
(presbytis gee) and other schedule-1
species and take measures for tourism
and socio economic develonment for
generating employment of 21 numbers of

fringe/adjacent revenue villages viz
Hapachora, Garogaon-|, Garogaon-!t,
Kuchiakata, Thakuranipara, Noapara,
Kamarpara-Kathalguri, Kathalguri,
Chipanchilla-}, Chipanchilla-Il;
Chipanchilla-I{l, Kashiabari,
Chipanchilla-lV Betbari, Jnakuapara-t,
Chitkagaon, Hirapara, Ravapara,
Chaprakata-ll, Chaprakata-ll} and-
Kakoljana under the central sector Eco-
development around national park and
sanctuary" scheme.

unprotected. lilegai Felina
trees
and

hunting of wild animals felling

It is therefore necessary to manage
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Kakaijana Reserve Forest in
1Bongaigaon district be declared a

the home to one of the rarest and
"highly endangered secies of gold-

All these species were currently -

of of trees, quarrying of rocks and

people about the importance and
significance of these creatures have
virtually threatened the existence
of the Kakoijana Reserve Forest and
.its invaluable inhabitants.
. Kakoijana Hills Reserve Forest
with an altitude of 1,154 ft is a
typical representation of the frag-
mentation of the forest cover that

on the north bank of the Brahma-
putra river flood plains. It is a hills
range encompassed by vast wet-

Systematic destruction of Kakoi- moderate
jana Reserve Forest is dividing and
disrupting the existing land which
is used in the agricultural sector. langur (presbytis geel},typical to
The rich top soil of the adjacent
alluvial agricultural land of 21 rev-
enue'villages will be covered by
the silt deposits from the degraded
forest which would reduce the fer-
tility of land leading to a poor yield.
year after year. The adjacent area .

may at one point of time tum into in existence i
uncultivable barren lands if the
Kakoijana Reserve Forest is not pro-
tected immediately.

uous forest with bamboo groves.
In the mid sixties, plantation of
mainly teaks was undertaken un- endangered species to migrate, theder afforestation which met with, ATMA statment added.

'Declare Kakoijana a wildlife sanctuary'
success in the perioh.

GUWAHATI, JAN 2 (UNI): Apro- rel, hare, barking deer and lesser

On the animal front, the golden
*a voluntary organization

TethnologyMission, Assam adjutant stork,

Bhutai arid Assam, is presently.
confined to the area on the north
bank the tra nthe
Manas and h rivers.

science and technology for extinction. Hliegal poaching, felling

'Standingtar application of aPpro- living in the shadow of death and
Priate

particular and North-east lack of awareness among the local

g@reconomic development

Andia in general has demanded that

in the more southern reaches of
this area wherever there are hill
ranges a few ma forests are

ical representation of the fragmen-

sanctuary.

a of around 2,000 hectares, is

tation process.

Kakoijana Hills Reserve Forest
en langur prebytis geel) alongwith

Three troops of the species of p
otherschemeduled species like bin- is taking place in the westem areas

Gijana Hills Reserve Forest.
The forest offers no scope for this

fowl, pangolin, wild
was originally moist, mixed decid-

mates (estimated population- 45)are at prsent residing in the Kak
rat, bx leopard, procupine

pig, civet cat, moni-
Ngose, flying squir- lands.

tem. tae Tae ald tebe ®

ATMA-55



TheMaanCrib
Premier English Daily in North Eastern India

une
REGD. NO!NEGH-4, VOL. 61, NO. 7. GUWAHATI, THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 1999 PRICE Rs. 2.00

Call to declare Kakoyana reservedforestas sanctuary
By A Staff Reporter

-,GUWAHATI, Jan 6 - Kakoijana
Reserved Forest in Bongaigaon district is

home to a wide range of animal species

including a highly-endangered species of

golden langur (Presby tis geei). But rampant

poaching of wild animals, felling of trees,

quarrying and lack ofawareness among the

local people about thé-significance of the

faunakresource have virtually threatened

the existence of the reserved forest which

will result in extinction of the endangered

golden langur from the area.

Three troops of golden langur with an

estimated population of 45 is at present

residing in the Kokatiana Hills reserved
Forest. As th.s hill icrest is located in

isolation there is hardly any opportunity

for the endangered species to migrate to

safer places. The situation demands in situ

preservation of golden langur in the
reserved forest. For the purpose it will be

prudent on part of the authority to declare

Kakonjana Hills Reserved Forest as a

wildlife sanctuary to preserve the faunal

resources including the golden langur.
The reserved forest spang an area of

over 2000 hectares and is a habitat for

golden langur along with other Schedule-

I species like Binturong, cat, monitor

lizard, mongoose, flying squirrel, hares,

barking deer, jungle fowl, pangolin, wildcat,
hornbill, leopard, porcupine, python, wild

pig, civet, lesser adjutant stork etc.
Located at an altitude of 1154 ft, the

-hills reserved forest is a typical

representation of the fragmentation of the
forest cover that is taking place in the

western areas of the north bank of the

Brahmaputra flood plains. It 15 a hill range

encompassed by vast wetland areaswhich

have been used for agnculture for years.
The extensive plain areas penpheral to the

hill forest is now totally colonised by
humans. For this reason, the green cover
of the hill reserved forest needs to be

preserved otherwise the top soil erosion

would create imbalance in farming in the

surrounding paddy fields.
Protection andwildlife management in

the reserved forest not only arrests any

potential ecological or biotic process that

would result in the Joss ofhabitat attributes
(See page 3)

Gokien lap drs at Kakoyana reservetl forest

A LapCHge a thems
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More demand to declare -

Kakoijana as reserve forest
GUWAHATI, Jan 21: ; The Nature's
Foster, caa Bongaigaon-based NGO, has
welcomed the demand to recognize the

Kakoijana reserve forest (KAF) as a
wildlife sanctuary, raised by the

Appropriate Technology Mission,
Assam, Aranya Suraksha Samiti,
Bongaigaon branch as well as other
cor-erned NGOs of Assam, a press
release said.

Besides, the Nature's Foster is

highly thankful to Mr K N Barman, DFO,
Ale Valley division, for his fresh interest
in this regard and ~expects his
unconditional cooperation in such
initiatives.

However, the Nature's Foster has
been studying .the ecology of the

Kakoijana reserve forest relating to the

endangered species golden langur
(Trachypithecus geei) since the first

discovery of the species and has
already been able to draw the attention of
Amencan scientists. It has been inspired
by the American scientists Prof | S
Bernstein, Prof C H Southwick and the And copy of this appeal was

ChieMinister of
to the

Indian scientist, Dr Arun Srivastava to Governor of Assam, the
conserve the forest to protect and save
the endangered primate.

In this connection, a socio-economic
survey of the surrounding villages of the

Kakoijana reserve forest was conducted
by the Nature's Foster under the

sponsorship of Bongaigaon Rotary Club
and a awareness campaign was
conducted under the aid of Minjstry of

Forest and Environment,
In 1996, Nature's Foster proposed for

the first time by an appeal to declare the

Kakoijana reserve forest as wildlife
sanctuary to the Forest Minister. Assam
with writings packed with sound reasons
to recognize it as a wildlife sanctuary.

Assam, the Minister of Labour and
Employment, Assam and Mr Bhupen
Roy, MLA (Abhayapuri).

Therefore, Nature's Foster urges all
the concerned NGOs, officials and
nature lovers to make the demand
justified by avoiding misconceptions
proposed by mushrooming NGOs and
coveted officials, the release said.
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ATMA covention on environment awareness
GUWAHATI, JUNE 12: Appropri-
ate Technology Mission, Assam,
(ATMA) organised a people's con-
vention during the World Environ-
ment Day on June 5 for the pres-
ervation of Kakoijana Reserve For-
est in Bongaigaon district as a wild-

- life sanctuary, stated a press re-
lease.
Various literary, voluntary, and

non-governmental organizations
like Assam Sahitya Sabha, All
Assam Students' Union. All Koch-
Rajbangshi Students' Union,
Assam Science Society, Institutute
ofScience & Technological Re-
search, Wildlife Afforestation and

est Protection Committee,
Sanjivani, Aranya Suraksha Samiti
and the local people of 21 rev-
enues villages, viz., Hapachora,
Garogaon-l, Garogaon-ll,
Kuchiakata, Thakuranipara,
Noapara, Kamarpara, Kathalguri,
Chipanchilla-I, Chipanehilla-I,
Chipanchilta-Itl, Kashiabari,
Chipanchina-!V, Betbari,
Jakuapara-tt, Chilkagaon, Hirapara,
Rabhapara, Chaprakata-l,
Chaprakatall and Kakoijana par-
ticipated in the convention.
Fhe day-long convention started

with a mass plantation programme,
which was inaugurated by re-
nowned naturalist Kabindra

Narayan Dev. -.

Thousands of school children and
villagers from the said revenue vil-
lages participated in the mass plan-
tation programme.
It may be mentioned here that

Kakoijana Reserve Forest, having
an area of around 2,000 hectares,
that is 15,000 bigha, is the habitat
of one of the rarest endangered
species, golden langur, along with
other schedule-| species like
binturong, jungle fowl, pangolin,
wild cat, hornbil, leopard,
procupine, python, wild pig, civet
cat, monitor lizard, mongoose, Fly-
ing squirrel, hare, barking 'deer,
lesser adjutant strok, etc.

ley Division,
Bezbaruah, assist professor,

Lack of awareness about the sig-
nificance of these rare creatures
have virtually threatened the ex-
tinction of Kakoijan Reserve For-
est and its invaluable inhabitants.
The convention, which was pre-

sided over by Prof DB Das, was
also addressed by Thaneswar Roy
and Dinesh Chandra Barman,
president and secretary respec-
tively of Kakoijana Van Straksha
Samiti, KN Barman, DFO, Aie Val-

Achintya N

Assam Enginee College,
Apurba Narayan Sinha, president,
Bongaigaon District Students'

Union, Raj Kinkar Roy of Sidalsati
Anchalik Students' Union, Sankar
Prasad Roy, vice-president, AASU.
Dr Sashadhar Adhikari, professor,

Abhyapuri College, Soumya
Bharadwaj of Sanjivani, Elen
Basumatary of Central Land and
Forest Protestion Committee, Upen
Roy, headmaster, Hapachara High
School, Anupam Sarma of Aranya
Suraksha Samiti, Mrigen Das,
Parimal Kumar Das and Arjun
Chandra Barman of Appropriate
Technology Mission, Assam
(ATMA) atso-participated in the dis-
cussion s du..protec-
tion of the environmentNaturé Trust, Central Land and For--
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NGOs urge Govt to declare
Kakoijana as sanctuary
GUWAHATI, June 14: Appropriate
Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA)
organized a people's conventiorrrecently
demanding preservation of the Kakoijana

- Reserve Forest in Bongaigaon district as.

a wildlife sanctuary, a press release
said.

Various literary, students, voluntary,

non-governmental organizations e.g.
Axom Xahitya Xabha, Ail Assam
Students' Union, All Koch Rajbanshi
Students' Union, Assam Science
Society, Institute of Science and

Technological Research, Wildlife
Afforestation and Nature Trust, Central

Land and Forest Protection Committee,

participated in the convention.

The day-long convention started with

amass plantation programme which was

inaugurated by the renowned naturalist.

Mr Kabindra Narayan Dev. Thousands of

school children and villagers from 2%

revenue villages participated in the Foregt and its i

ft may be mentioned here that

Kakoijana Reserve Forest having an

area of around 2,000 hectares that is

15,000 bighas, the habitat of one of the

rarest and endangered species, the

pangolin, wild cat, hornbil, eopard,
procupine, python, wild pig, civet cat,
monitor lizard, mongoose, flying squirrel,
hare, barking deer, lesser adjutart strok

etc., is today lying totally unprotected.
Lack of awareness about the importance
and significance of these superb
creatures has virtually hreatened
extinction of the yana Reserve

The convention whith was presided
over by Prof. Oas, was
also addressed by Thaneswar Roy,
Dinesh Ch. Barman, president and

secretary of Kakoijana Ban Surakshya

fowl division, Achintya N. Bezbatuah,
assistant professor, Assam Engineering

College, Apurba Narayan Sinha,
Bongaigaon 6District Students' Union, and
many others. <

Sanjibani , Aranya Surakhya Samiti, and

the local people of 21 revenue villages

Fone se te cate
err ony SR Ee
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Jorhat, June i$: THE Appropriate
Technology Mission, Assam,
(ATMA), bas sought wildlti
sanctuary status for the Kakoijana"

Reserve Porest in Bongaigaca
district.
The proposal was made at a

peope's convention organised by
themission onWorld Environment
Day.

It may bé mentioned that the
Kakoljana Reserve Forest, having
an area of around 2000 hectares,
Le 15.900 bigha, is the*babitat of
the rae and endangered Golden
Langur alongwith other Schedule-
I species - binturong, jungie
fow!, pangolin, wild cat, hornbili,
teopard, porcupine, python, wild
pig, civet cat, monitaur lizard,
mongoose, flying squirrel, hares,
barking deer, lesser adjutant stork,
etc,. Howeve .he forest is totally

°

unprotected, Lack of awareness

Wildlife sanctuary status
-fer Kakoijartreserve sought

about the importance and signifi-.
cance of these superb creatures
have virtually threatened extinc-
ton of the Kakoijana Reserve For-
est and jis invaluable inhabitants.

Various literary, students and
non-governmental organisationslike the Asam Sahitya Sabba, AN
Assam Students' Union, Al Koch
Rajbangshi Students Union As-

. gam Science Society, Institute of
Science and Technological Re- esident
search, WildlifeAffor 'atin and
Nature Trust, Central Lau' and
Forest Protection Committee,
Sanjibani, Aranya Sprakhya
Samiti, and the people of the
neighbouring villages participated
in the convention.
The day-long convention

startedwith amass plantation pr. -

Dev. Thousands of school children
and villagers participated in the
mass plantation programme. Chandra Barman of ATMA

The convention which was pre-
sided over by Prof Dyolok Bihari
Das, was also addressed by
Thaneswar Roy, Dinesh Ch Bar-
man, President and secretary, re-
spectively, of Kakoijana Ban
Surakbya Samiti, KN Barman,
DFO, Aie Valley Division,
Achintya N Bezbaruah, Assistant
Professor, Assam Engineering
College, Apurba Narayan Sinha,

of Sidalsati Anchalik Student Un-
fon, Sankar Prasad Roy, Vice-
President, A' SU, Dr Sashadbar
Adhikarl, Professor, Abhayaputi
College, Soumya Bharadaj of
Sanjibani, Elen Basumatari of
Central Land and Forest Protec-
tion Committee, Upen Roy, bead
master, Hapachara High KYShool,

Surakhya Samiti, Mrigen Das,
Parimala Kr Das. and Arjun

ATM
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Villagers demand wildlife
sanctuary in Bongaigaon
GUWAHATI, June 18- Appro

priate Technology Mission, Assam
(ATMA) recently organised a

*people's convention to preserve
the Kakoijana Reserve Forest in

Bongaigaon district as a wildlife
sanctuary, said a delayed release
here.
The day-long convention started

with a mass plantation programme
which was inaugurated by natural-

ist, Kabindra Narayan Dev. Thou-
sands of school children and villag-.
ers from 21 revenue villages par-

ticipated in the mass plantation-
Kakoijana Reserve Forest having _

an area ofaround 2000 hectares and
home to one of the latest and gn-

dangered species, Golden Langur
alongwith other schedule-I spedes
like binturong, jungle fowl,
pangolin, wild cat, hornbil, leopard,
parcupine, python, wild pig, civet
cat, monitor lizard, mongoose, fly-
ing squirrel, hares, barking deer
and lesser adjutant stork is today

lying totally unprotected.
The. convention which was pre-

sided over by Prof Dyolok Bihan.
Das, was addressed by Thaneswar
Roy, Dinesh Ch Barman, President
and secretary respectively of
Kakoijana Ban Surakhya Samiti, K
N Barman, DFO, Aie Valley divi
sion, AchmeygaBezbaruah, assis-
tant professor, Assam Engineenng
College, Apurba Narayan Sinha,
president, Bongaigaon District
Students Union, Raj Kinkar Roy of
Sidalsati Achalik Students Union,
Sankar Prasad Roy, vice president,
AASU, Dr Sashadhar Adhikari
Abhayapuri College, Soumya
Bharadwaj of Sanjibani, Elen
Basumatari of Central Land and
Forest Protection Committee,
Upen Roy, head master, Hapachra
High School, Anupam Sarma of
Aranya Surakhya Samiti and
Mrigen Das, Parimal Kr Das and

Arjun Chandra Barman of ATMA,
the release added.
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Free health check-up camp organized
GUWAHATI, Sept 16: As a phase of the
Kakoijana Bachao Andolan, demanding
wildlife sanctuary status for the
Kakoijana Reserve Forest, Appropriate
Technology Mission, Assam (ATMA), in

collaboration with the District Health &

Family Welfare Department and ICDS
Project organized a free health check-up
camp at Uzan Ravapara LP School, Lack of awareness among the ocal

adjacent to the proposed Kakoijana
Wildlife Sanctuary on September 4 to
create awareness among the local
people about the importance and

significance of co-existence of forest,
wildlife and man, a press release said.

It may be mentioned here that the

Kakojana Reserve Forest having 'an

area of around 2000 hectares. the habitat
of one of the rarest and highly

endangered species, golden langur
along with other schedule-1 endangered
species like binturong, jungle fowl,
pangolin, horn bill, leopard, porcupine,
python, lesser adjutant stork, flying
squirrel, monitor lizard, barking deer,
mongoose, civets, jungle cat, wild cat
etc., today lying totally unprotected.

people about the importance
significance of these superb creatures
have virtually threatened the extinction
of the Kakoyana Reserve Forest and its
invaluable wild inhabitants.

Now various students, voluntary,
literary. non governmental organizations,
political parties, feading citizens of
Assam as well as NE india and the ocal

ATMA-78

people of the 21 revenue villages have
joined the Kakoijana Bachao Andolan
y.aich has snowbailed Int a major mass
environmental movement in Assam, to

protect and preserve the Kakoijana
Reserve Forest as a wildlife sanctuary.

Dr Ananda Narzary, Joint Director,
Health and Family Welfare Department,
Bongaigaon while addressing the

meeting organized on the occasion of
the free health check-up camp,
explained about various schemes of the
Health and Family Welfare Department.
He also appealed to the rural people
adjoining the proposed Kakoijana
Wildlife Sanctuary to come forward and
avail the benefits from various
government schemes.- the release
added.
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Manabendra Pathak Bodoland Autonomous Council
Executive Member ; Kokrajar- 783370

Bodoland Executive Council Bodoland (Assam)
Phone : 70715 (0)

Social Welfare Mllpartment, Bodoland Autonomous Council, Kokrajhar,
Assam appeals to all communities living in the Bodoland Autonomous Council
area tO maintain peace and harmony for rapid Socio-economic development.

Be

Manabendra Pathak
Executive Member.

Bodoland Autonomous Council



DISTRICT RURAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY,
BONGAIGAON.

District Rural Development Agency, Bongaigaon since its inception in
June '92 is rendering its services to the rural poor people under various

development programmes as follows :

(a) Its sole motto is to strive for economic upliftment of the poorest
amilies living below poverty line in the rural areas through Integrated Rural

Development Programme (IRDP) under which various income generating
schemes are offered with admissible subsidy and bank loan at the lowest
rate of bank interest. For encouragement of group activity it also provides
Power Tiller comprising the group with 7 to 10 farmers and Ganga Kalyan
Yojana comprising the group with 5 to. 5 farmers.

(b) Through JRY & allied programme it strives to extend improve the
rural road. communication network. It also constructs school building,
community halls, irrigation channel, tank etc. In tune with the govt policy
of uplifting the weaker section of the rural society, it also builds dwelling
houses for the poor ST/SC families and deserving families from other castes
also.

(c) It also provides employment to the employment seeker upto 100

days-through the EAS programme.

(d) It also provides training to the rural educated unemployed youths
for self employment in different trades under TRYSEM.

(e) Bio-gas plants are also installed in willing rural households with

govt. subsidy and -bank loan or through self finance. These bio-gas plants
act as a substitute fuel at the critical time of shortage of LPG and natural.

, gas.

For details, please contact the nearest Block Dev. Office or the Project
Director, District. Rural Development Agency, Bongaigaon.

Project Director.
District Rural Deveiopment Agency,

Bongaigaon.


