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T appeal, as a human
being to human beings :
remember your ;
humanity, and forget th
rest. If you can do so,
the way lies open to a
new paradise; if you
cannot, nothing lies
before you but universal -
death’'.

Burtrand Russel
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Science, Politics and the Bomb -

Pokhran-II and After
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T. Jayaraman

The unparalleled euphoria about
Indian science and technology
generated by the recent nuclear
tests .conducted by the Indian
government has prevented a
close examination of both the
scientific claims and the political
role of the atomic energy and
defence reasearch establish-
ments. Despite the sharp
internal political divide that has
emerged on the nuclear issue,
with the Opposition parties
directly questioning the
motivation, timing and wisdom
of the BJP Govt. in conducting
the tests, the role and conduct
of the atomic energy and defence
research esatahlishments has
not yet been subjected to
searching public or
parliamentary criticism.

In this note we examine some
aspects of both the high claims
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of scientific achievement and the political role of the DAE
and the DRDO leadership in the run-up to the tests and
later.

With regard to the claims of scientific achievement it
is still unclear whether a true, two-stage thermo-nuclear
device was exploded on May 11, 1998. Though the DAE
has persisted with its claim that the thermo-nuclear test
was indeed successful, the claim is surprisingly missing
from the Prime Minister’s suo moto statement to Parliament
and received only a passing mention in the paper submitted
to Parliament by the Prime Minister on the “Evolution of
India’s nuclear policy”, in contrast to the highlighting of
other claimed achievements. The question of whether India
possesses true thermo-nuclear capability has obvious
important policy consequences and this issue needs to be
clarified.

Most recently, the claim by DAE scientists that India
has actually developed the required capability for sub-
critical testing has also been challenged, by a special
correspondent of Frontline magazine in its June 17 issue.

Quite apart from these considerations, it is clear that
the level of scientific achievement involved in these nuclear
weapons tests is much less than that involved, for instance,
in the successful running of power reactors or developing
advanced technologies like fast breeder reactors. While
the public and the media in India have always genuinely
welcomed major milestones in the development of
indigenous capabilities in science and technology, the
disproportionate enthusiasm displayed after the tests is
more due to ultranationalism and jingoism than anything
else.

To turm to the political role played by the DAE and
DRDO leadership, it is now clear that the leadership of
both establishments have played an important pro-active
role in the building up of pressure to conduct the tests.

The clearest evidence comes from the letter of former
Prime Minister, H.D. Deve Gowda, to Prime Minister
Vajpayee, written on 16 May, 1998. In this letter he clearly
states that it was the scientists who had approached him
in 1997, as they had approached the Narasimha Rao
government in 1995, and sought permission to conduct
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the tests. He adds that “I convinced the scientists that
the time was not ripe...”

A section of senior DAE scientists have said, post-
Pokhran-II, that they were happy to have been given a
chance to prove their cempetence and capabilities. This is
an unacceptably naive standpoint on the political role of
science and scientists and evades the generally accepted
view that scientists are, at least to some degree, responsible
for the consequences of their work. Fifty years and more
after Hiroshima such naivete speaks not of political
innocence but of a backward understanding of science
and its impact on society.

The more serious question however is the active
advocacy of testing and weaponisation by a section of
scientific leadership. Dr. R. Chidambaram, declared as
early as March 3, in a press interview that tests were
“necessary” and stated the readiness of the DAE to conduct
them. The details of the interview make it clear that the
DAE leadership was ready to bury the earlier Indian
nuclear policy line to keeping the nuclear option open.

The technological necessity of proceeding with a certain
line of research is a valid argument only when the end
product of that research is deemed to be necessary, taking
into account social and political considerations. The
question of the technological “necessity” of conducting the
tests is clearly sub-ordinate to the question of whether
India. should proceed down the road of nuclear
weaponisation. The active advocacy of testing as
“necessary” amounts in fact to advocacy of weaponisation
and cannot be viewed as disinterested scientific advice.

The statements made by several leading figures of the
atomic energy and defence research establishments
subsequent to the tests have been both boastful and
unacceptably jingoistic in character. Claims of India’s
.security having been guaranteed and boastful claims of
Indian technological superiority came a cropper when
Pakistan tested its own nuclear weapons two weeks after
the Indian tests. It is clear that this section of India’s
scientific leadership has contributed to dangerous illusions
of strength and invincibility on the subject of national
defence and security.
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Among the most disturbing aspects of the post-Pokhran-

[T debate is the attempt to downplay the horrific aspect of

nuclear weapons as weapons of mass destruction. Despite
this being established as a scientific fact, statements are
made, for instance, that nuclear weapons can be used in
selldefence. In a clear example of quackery in the nuclear
field, a senior DAE scientist heading the Health, Safety
and Environment group at the Bhaba Atomic Research
Centre (BARC) claimed in a press interview (conducted
before the tests) that India could survive a nuclear war.
The advice given in the interview was either scientifically
inaccurate or, where correct, completely incapable of being
acted upon in the Indian context.

The current mood has made most leading scientists
wary of speaking out critically. Fortunately some voices of
dissent have emerged from within the scientific community
on the issue of nuclear weapons. Though still a minority,
these voices, we hope will eventually help turn science in

India more firmly in the direction of peace and
development:

aaaq
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With a tiny population of 1,500,
this village in the Thar desert is
closest to the Pokhran Field-Fir-
ing Range where India detonated
five nuclear devices last month.

At an enthusiastically
attended meeting last week,
villagers listened approvingly to
Yasuhiko Taketa, 65, a visiting
survivor of Hiroshima, 1945, and
spoke out in anger at the effects
of nuclear tests on their health
and the environment. Khetolai
felt the effects of both the 1974
(India’s first nuclear test) and the
latest tests.

At 12 noon on May 11, the
army moved people out of their
homes. “We were told that it was
unsafe for us to stay indoors.
There was going to be a powerful
blast. So we were made to stand
out in the hot sun for six hours,”
says Mahesh Bishnoi. “We
couldn’t leave the area : we were
a ‘security risk’.” The temperature
in the shade then was 49
degrees.

Khetolai's people say they
were exposed to radioactivity -
they saw a huge balloon of dust
rising from the site — a sign of
radioactivity venting. According to




Nathuram Bishnoi, a village elder, there were 18 cancer
deaths after the 1974 tests. High rates of bone cancer and
leukaemia were corroborated by Dr. Raj Govind Sharma, a
Jaipur-based oncologist, in The Indian Journal of Cancer.
This warrants a serious health and radiation survey.

With 60 school teachers and 70 percent plus literacy,
Khetolai is exceptional. People here know a lot about
radiation. Many are Bishnois, an “environmentalist” caste
which worships trees and animals.

They demand an independent radiation and health
inquiry. They are not convinced that “there is no
radioactivity”. They know that there is natural radioactivity
everywhere. What they want is verifiable data about
dangerous isotopes such as plutonium-239, strontium-90
and cesium-137.

The meeting in Khetolai was organized by MIND
(Movement in India for Nuclear Disarmament), a recently
formed group, who hosted a three-member peace delegation
from Gensuikin (Japan Congress Against A-and H-Bombs).
Gensuikin opposes all nuclear weapons and tests, and also
the U.S. nuclear umbrella for Japan. It held meetings in
New Delhi, Pokhran, Khetoali, Jodhpur, Jaipur arid Mumbai
before going on to the Pakistani cities of Karachi and
Islamabad.

The meeting in Khetolai unanimously resolved to express
solidarity with hibakusha, call for an end to all nuclear
testing, and demand that the government consult all citizens
liable to be affected by its nuclear decisions. Khetolai's people
have been fighting against the Range since 1965. Nathuram
Bishnoi says : “Our struggle and the hibakusha’s are the
same”.

Hibakusha Taketa struck a deep chord in his rural
audience. A 12-years-old school boy.in 1945, he survived
by sheer accident : his school class was given a day of
military duty on Aug. 6. He was at a suburban railway
station, 7 km from the blast’s hypocenter, when the bomb.
burst with a dazzling brightness that sent a flash of light
through many victims’ pupils. "It was like having a hundred
magnesium coils burn a millimeter away from you,” he said.
The heat incinerated everything within a half-kilometer
radius. Next came a shock wave in which tens of thousands .
were Killed by sharps of shattered glass, tin sheets, and
broken girders. Firestorms followed. People choked for want
- of oxygen.

e @ Reamsdi/ 19 O geR-fema 1998




Taketa recalls the fireball that rose. It was like a grain
of rice, but swelled into one huge sphere with flames like
the tentacles of an octopus.” Taketa only suffered mild
injuries because he was far away. His 16 year old sister was
less lucky. The blast hit her. She reached home the next
day. “Her clothes were stuck to the skin. We had to use
scissors to separate them. But it was too late. She died in
agony. We could do nothing...”

Twenty eight of Taketa's classmates died. As did 183
students of the next class. A third of Hiroshima’s 400,000
population perished. Over 92 percent of its buildings were
razed. “We realized that this is not just a big bomb. It is
another weapon altogether — meant to creat hell on earth,”
says Taketa. Worse was to follow — radiation poisoning and
genetic deformities. These continue to take their toll to this
day; days before Taketa reached India, his second sister
died of long-gestation stomach cancer. Three generations
later, we hibakusha don't know when death will strike us.”

Says Mariko Kitano, a third-generation victim herself : “I
am the grand daugheter of a hibakusha and I bear the
scars of that living hell in my deformed feet, one eye that
cannot see and a left hand that only lies motionless at my
side ... thanks to the miracle of nuclear energy-... 4 am
sickened to my stomach at the sight of ... jubilant faces
celebrating .. nuclear tests.” Those images of people jumping
with joy at India’s nuclear tests that were beamed around
the world were from places far away from Khetolai and
Pokharan. Here the people are dismayed, worried and angry.

Dismayed, because they do not understand how sitting
on a N-bomb can produce security. Worried, at the effects
of nuclear tests on their health and the environment. And
angry, because they were exposed to high risks without
being told about them.

In villages and cities, the Japanese delegation was asked,
“Would the U.S. have attacked Japan with nuclear bombs
if Japan had an atomic weapon ?” Their answer was loud
and clear. “Yes. If Japan had the delivery system, it would
have dropped a bomb on the U.S. And the U.S. would
definitely have attacked/retaliated.”

Says Taketa, “We must get rid of nuclear weapons
altogether. So long as they are around, there will always be
the danger of their use — to devastating effect.” a
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Signed by one scientist from Australia, Austria, Bulgaria,
Denamrk, the German, Democratic Republic, Hungry, the
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Yugoslavia, respectively ; by
two from Canda, Czechoslovakia, and Italy; three from
India ; four from France ; five from the Federal Republic
of Germany, and Japan ; seven from Great Britian; ten
from USSR ; and twenty from USA. O
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The Honourable Chiefl Justice of India

Supreme Court
New Delihi 110001

In the matter of :

Protection of the Indian People’'s Fundamental Right
to Life and Personal Liberty against the Physical,
Environmental, Social. Psychological, Moral and
Economic Consequences of the Recent Test Explo-
-sions of Five Nuclear Devices by the Government of
India on 11 May 1998 and 13 Mayl1998 at Polchran,
Rajasthan, and against the Threats of such Test in
Future; and against the Suppression of Facts in
Relation to the said Test Explosions of Nuclear
Devices and its Future.

Honourable Sir,

We, the undersigned organizations and individuals from vari-
ous walks of life seriously concerned about the environment,
society, health, education and rights of the Indian people for
some decades, humbly pray to you to protect the Indian People's
Fundamental Right to Life and Personal Liberty against the
consequences of the recent test explosions of five nuclear de-
vices by the Government of India on 11 May 1998 and 13 May
1998 at Pokhran, Rajasthan.

We humbley bring the following facts in this regard to your
Lordship's kind notice :

1. The diabolical, destructive and devastating environmental,
physical, biological, social, psychological and economic conse-
quences of the nuclear explosions and its preparation are now
well-known to the concerned people of the world in all scientific
details.

2. The said consequences, both short lerm and long term, not
only affect the concerned adults of the present generation, but
also the absolutely unconcerned population and the children of
the present and future generations for thousands of years.
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3. Any test nuclear explosions is no exception in its effects.
and ils preparation of that test uses the known dangerous
chain of processes, from the manufacturing of the necessary
radioactive malerials to the disposal of the radioactive wastes,
which is already established as the threats to the human and
natural environments.
4. The consequences of the preparation and test of nuclear
devices are not known to the majority of the people of India,
and the consequences of the present test explosions are never
disclosed to them by the Government of India.
5. Even all the time, the Government of India is trying to
suppress the data and factual information regarding the prepa-
ration and test of the present nuclear devices.
6. Thus the acts of the Government of India regarding the .
present nuclear test explosions go to cause threats and damage
to the life and liberty of the Indian people. who are mostly
ignorant of the short term and long term effects of these nuclear
test explosions and its preparation. -
7. Only some immediate material loss, physical reaction and
mental shocks of the people residing very near to the present
site of test nuclear explosions, are reported in the newspapers
(xerox copies of selected reports are annexed hereto and marked
'A)
8. In 1956, to oppose all kinds of nuclear explosions, including
test explosions, the Government of India published a great book
'NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS AND THEIR EFFECTS (Publication
Division. Government of India, 1956, revised edition 1958),
prepared by the scientists of the Defence Science Organization,
with the foreword by the then Honourable Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru. This book presented most important physical
and biological consequences of low and high yield nuclear
explosions in details, and the book became famous in the peace-
loving world and was translated into several languages in
different countries. :
9. In 1956, the then Honourable Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru expressed the principle of the Government of India,
against all nuclear explosions including test explosions, in the
Foreword of the above book by the following words :
'But even without war we have what are called nuclear test
explosions which, in some measure, spread this evil thing
over large parts of the world. These explosions continue in
spite of the dangers inherent in them.
I trust that this study, brief and incomplete as it is, will be
of some use in directing people's minds to the dreadful
prospect of war in the nuclear age and to the dangers of
continuing nuclear test explosions.
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10. Any change of Politics and Prime Ministers of the
Government of India could not change the inherent danger of
the nuclear explosions including test explosions, and the present
Government of India acted in a manner absolutely against its
own principle of peace and healthy environment, and against
the Indian people's fundamental right to life and personal liberty
guaranteed by the Constitution of India, by never directing
people's minds to the dangers of continuing nuclear test
explosions.

11. After the publication of the above book in 1956-58 by the
Government of India, more and more facts about the dangers
and hazards of nuclear test explosions, particularly underground
test explosions, have been reported in various scientific studies.
12. For instance, an underground test explosion was carried
out by the United States of America on 10 December 1961 with
the detonation of a 5 Kiloton nuclear device 1216 feet
underground at a test site 25 miles southeast of Carlsbad, New
Mexico, exploded in an 8-by-10 feet chamber cut into a strata
of rock salt, produced pressure greater than expected, and it
rocked the surrounding desert floor and caused clouds of
intensely radioactive steam to escape from the mouth of a vertical
shaft connected with the detonation chamber by 1000 feet
tunnel, where radioactivity reached 10,000 roentgens an hour
(where as maximum safe exposure being half roentgen yearly)
at the shaft's mouth, and the Atomic Energy Commission of US
closed nearby highways and took other local precautions
(reported in, for example, Grace M. Ferrara (Ed): Atomic Energy
and the Safety Controversy, Facts on File, New York, 1978, at
page 147).

13. In both the cases of nuclear test explosions in 1974 and
1998, the Government of India neither gave prior information
to the people nor published any detailed and necessary report
about the nuclear test explosions,; which happened to be urgent
to assess the risks and dangers in these explosions, and never
disclosed the fate of the people affected thereby.

14. The Government of India cannot legally suppress the
necessary information and data about the preparation and
consequences of the nuclear test explosions in 1974 and 1998,
in the name of 'security’ of India.

15. Where the life and personal liberty of the people are in
danger, then the right to life and personal liberty of the people
could be better protected by the disclosure of the information
and data about the preparation and consequences of the nuclear
test explosions in 1974 and 1998, and the disclosure of security
strategy of the Government of India in relation to the same.
16. In the case of '‘New York Times Company vs. United States’
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[ 403 US 713 (1971)], about the publication of the secret Pen-
tagon Papers in relation to the Vietnam war in the newspapers,
the Honourable Supreme Court of US observed :
“The word 'security’ is a broad, vague generality whose
contours should not be invoked to abrogate the fundamen-
tal law embodied in the First Amendment. The guarding of
military and diplomatic secrets at the expense of informed
representative government provides no real security for our
Republic.’
Thus their Lordships allowed the disclosure of the secret pa-
pers of the US Government in relation to the Vietnam war.
17. Though on 6 November 1971, the special session of the
Honourable Supreme Court of US voted (4-3) against a last
minute brief filed by the Committee for Nuclear Responsibility
and seven other environmental, anti-war and American Indian
groups asking for a postponement of the most powerful under-
ground nuclear test on the Alaskan Island, by the order of the
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, the Atomic En-
ergy Commission (US) released 187 pages of secret documents,
including the secret memorandum questioning the safety of the
underground test. [vide, Grace M. Ferrara, (Ed): op. cit. pages
153-4] :
18. Prior to the test nuclear explosion both in 1974 and 1998,
the residents near the site of the underground test explosions
were never informed of the actual happenings and its conse-
quences, including the immediate earthquake following the
explosions, and thus the neighbourhood people were deprived
of their right to life and personal liberty illegally and unconsti-
tutionally, and deceived by the Government of India.
19. In the same way, the entire people of India were deprived
of their right to life and personal liberty and deceived by the
Government of India, as the entire people were not informed of
the actual happenings and its consequences of the test nuclear
explosions beforehand.
20. The Government of India acted above the Constitution and
Constitutional Rights of the people, which should be subjected
to the judicial review.
21. The decision of the Government of India to make nuclear
bombs depriving the people of their Constitutional Rights should
be subjected to the judicial review, particularly the entire chain
of processes to make a nuclear bomb from the mining of the
radioactive materials to the disposal of radioactive waste.
22. Any special act or, ordinance giving power to the Govern-
ment of India to act against the Fundamental Rights of the
people is ultra vires.

e ¢ Femsdr/ 107 O geR-fewsa 1998




23. The Government of India is liable to compensate the dam-
age caused to the local people of Pokhran and others. by the
test nuclear exlosions of 1974 and 1998.
24. The Government of India is to conduct a comprehensive
survey on the consequences of the test nuclear explosions, of
1974 and 1998.
25. The Government of India is to disclose the strategy secrets
which. allegedly compelled il to make nuclear bombs and its
test explosions.
26. As one of the most important decisions in the history of
humanitarian law, environmental law and human rights law, to
outlaw the threats or use of nuclear weapons, the International
Court of Justice on 8 July 1996, gbserved [in Para 87]:
“87. Finally, the Court points to the Martens Clause, whose
continuing existence and applicability is not to be doubted,
as an affirmation that the principles and rules of humani-
tarian law apply to nuclear weapons.”
27. All these above facts are brought to your Lordship's kind
notice with our strong faith in the observation of this Honourable
Supreme Court regarding the people's right to life and persinal
liberty, that :
“The compulsion of constitutional humanism and the
assumption of full faith in life and liberty cannot be so futile
or fragmentary that any transient legislative majority in
tantrums against any minority, by the three quick readings
of a bill with requisite quorum, can prescribe any
unreasonable modality and thereby sterilize the grandiloquent
mandate...... In India, because of poverty and illiteracy, the
people are unable to protect and defend their rights,
observance of fundamental rights is not regarded as good
politics and their transgression as a bad politics”. [Maneka
Gandhi v. Union of India, (1978) 2 S.C.R.62]
In the cigeumstances, we humbly pray to your Lordship that
this Hondurable Supreme Court may kindly pass any order or
orders :
a) To stay any further test nuclear explosion by .the govern-
ment of India;
b) To stay all official propaganda by the Government of
¢+ India, in support of the test nuclear explosions and
nuclear devices or bombs;
c¢) To compel the Government of India to disclose all the
facts regarding the test nuclear explosions;
d) To compel the Government of India to compensate the
damage already caused to the people residing near the
site of the test nuclear explosions of 1974 and 1998;
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e) To investigate the consequences of the preparation and
test explosions of the nuclear bombs;

f) To review the entire chain of processes of manufacturing
nuclear devices, from Uranium mining to the disposal of
the radioactive wastes;

g) To review the Government actions in relation to the test
nuclear explosions;

h) To review the discretionary powers of the Government of
India regarding nuclear bombs & its test explosions ;

i) To declare any Act or Acts or Ordinance, by which the
Government of India supposed to be empowered to act
contrary to the Constitutional Rights of the Indian people,
as ultra vires.

j) To stop production of all nuclear arms by the Govern-
ment of India.

We, further pray to your Lordship to hear us and give us a
chance to clarify our above submissions in details.

With regards,

your faithfully,

Saumen Guha 18 MAY 1998
For SCIENTIFIC WORKERS' FORUM, WEST BENGAL,
(Reg. No. S/ 22142/1978-79), C/o Dr. Abhijit Lahiri, 252 Lake
Town, Block A, Calcutta 700089.
Prof. R. N. Majumdar  Department of Chemical Technology,
University of calcutta, 92 Acharya Prafulla chandra Road,
Calcutta 700009.
R. N. Chakraborty, Department of Applied Physics, University
of Calcutta, 92 A.P.C. Road, Calcutta 700009
Latika Guha, HUMAN JUSTICE IN INDIA, L/D-5 Kusthia Hous-
ing, Calcutta 700091
Subhas Ganguly, B 22/8 Karunamoyee Housing, Salt Lake City,
Calcutta 700039.
Sukhendu Bhattacharya, National Alliance of People’'s Move-
ment, 18 Surya sen street, Calcutta 700073.
Naba Dutta, Nagarik Mancha, 134 Raja Rajendralal Mitra Road,
Room-7 Block B, Calcutta 700085,

The news clipping from the dailies appended with the appeal.

1. 'Cracked houses, leaking tanks, why us? The Telegraph,
14.5.98.

2. Underground ‘black magic’ brings back ghost of , ’74’, The
Telegraph, 15.5.98.

3. 'Villagers complain of nosebleed’, The Sunday Statesman,
17.5 98
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To

The Honourable Chief Justice of India

Supreme Court

New Delhi 110001

In the Matter of:

Protection of Indian Peoples's Right to Life and Per-
sonal Liberty against the Government of India’s re-
cent Nuclear Test Explosions at Polkhran and pos-
sible such Tests in future. & against the Suppres-
sion of all Facts in relation to the Nuclear Weapons
and Explosions.

Honourable Sir,

We the undersigned Citizens of India from various walks
of life, pray to you for the protection of our right to life and
personal liberty against the Government of India's Nuclear
Weapons & their Test Explosions.

Now we know most of the facts of destruction caused
by the nuclear weapons to the man, biological world,
environment, property and society. Also, the process of marking
any nuclear weapon is extremely dangerous for the present and
the coming generations.

In this circumstance, we pray to you to:

1. Pass an order to stop Government of India's Test Neclear
Explosions;

2. Pass an order to compel the Government of $ndia to
compensate the damage caused to the people by the test
nuclear explosions at Pokhran;

3. Pass an order to review the entire dangerous chain of pro-
cesses or manufacturing nuclear weapons, from Uranium
mining upto the disposal of the radioacive wastes;

4. Pass an order to investigate the consequences of test nuclear
explosions at Pokhran;

5. Pass an order to compel the Government of India to dis-
close all the facts regarding the policy of making nuclear
weapons; :

6. Pass an order to stop production of all nuclear arms by the
Government ot India.

With regards, Yours faithfully,
Date :
Signature Name Address
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“The recent series of 5 nuclear tests by India and 6 by Paki-
stan (a bloody blow to the on-going efforts to improve Pak-
India relations), the ongoing escalation of missile race by both
the countries, and the general militarization of the region are
matilers of grave concern, not only for the people of the two
countries but for the whole of South Asia. Although all this
is being done in the name of national security, these actions
serve only to heighten tensions and hostilities in the region,
further aggravating insecurities for each country. It is tragic
that precious resources that should be used for the welfare
and betterment of the people are instead being squandered
on weapons of mass destruction in unimaginable proportions.

The nuclear tests carried out by the BJP-led government
in India had exposed the true designs of that fascist, religious
fundamentalist party of the upper castes. The BJP which has
polled hardly 30% of the votes cast in the recent Indian gen-
eral elections had no mandate from the people of India to
indulge in such a criminal exercise which has taken the In-
dia-Pakistan cold war and arms race to a new stage of
nuclearisation of the subcontinent with all its alarming con-
sequences. Similarly, in the 1997 elections the people of Pa-
kistan had not given the Pakistan Muslin League or Nawaz
Sharif any mandate to conduct nuclear tests or make nuclear
weapons.

While the BJP and its allies were rejoicing amidst the
euphoria generated by India's nuclear tests, their counter-
parts in Pakistan like Jamat-i-Islami and its fellow-travellers
were clamouring for giving a befitting reply to India by con-
ducting Pakistan's own nuclear tests. It was pathetic to see °
that the Pakistan People's Party and its leader Benazir Bhutto
is trying to outdo the religious, sectarian and jingoist ele-
ments in this campaign in support of the nuclear bomb. And,
it is disgusting now, after Pakistan has carried out six tests,
to hear the same person warning everyone of the dangerous
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implications of the Pakistani nuclear tests for national secu-
rity. In their blind pursuit of paranoid nationalism. the vain-
glorious elements in both countries remain blissfully unaware
of the mass destruction potential of nuclear weapons. They
do not understand that nuclear weapons are evil, mass an-
nihilators of human life and are morally indefensible, which
no country should possess and that it is the moral respon-
sibility of the citizens of every country to try and prevent their
country [rom ever possessing these terrible weapons.

Even some of the leading military generals in the West who
had their fingers on the nuclear buttons have publicly come
out to say no to nuclear weapons. How can countries like
India and Pakistan which cannot even bear the burden of
buying, leave alone manufacturing conventional weapons,
excepl at the expense of the basic needs of their peoples, bear
the astronomical cost of testing and manufacturing nuclear
weapons? And, has anyone among the protagonists of the
nuclear bomb ever thought of not only the massive destruction
and devastation in terms of human lives that a nuclear bomly.
of any denomination will bring upon the targeted territory¥
and far beyond but also its devastating consequences upon
generalions upon generations of human beings, animals and
plants for decades to come ? We do not wish to quote figures
because they are too frightening to look at. The worst victims
of this war-mongering, arrogant and competitive nationalism
(fraudulently rationalised in the name of “securily”) are ordinary
people. The social and economic costs of development, forgone
thanks to military posturing, have already proved onerous.
For all the official bluster about pursuing “national greatness”,
India and Pakistan both feature, by all accepted indices, at
the bottom of the human development ladder.

As for Pakistan (which is also applicable to India) an
economically stable Pakistan with strong democratic instituions
and without nuclear bombs will be many times more secure
than an economically shattered Pakistan with a few nuclear
weapons in its arsenal but with a population robbed of their
basic human right to a decent existence. This is a lesson one
should have learnt from the fate of the mighty Soviet Union
which collapsed and disappeared. not because it had no
nuclear weapons and delivery systems but in spite of having
so many of them. Soviet economy fell victim to the armaments
race, the nuclear race and crashed under its weight, and with
it went down the Soviet State.

The already entrenched international Nuclear Club has
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already demonstrated its inability to stop any country from
going nuclear. Il the countries of this exclusive club are sincere
about every country signing what they call the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
they should set an example by starting to dismantle their
own nuclear arsenals first.

The United Nations should make nuclear non-proliferation
an integral part of its programme rather than an exclusive
club dictating terms to other countries.

In the face of the ongoing jingoistic rhetoric of the nuclear
lobbies of the two countries. followed by the suspension of
people’s fundamental rights under a state of emergency in
Pakistan, there is an urgent need to take a bold initiative
towards developing a peoples’ peace movement in the
subcontinent, and also globally. that aims at people-to-people
reconciliation and maximal economic, political and social
progress for all the peoples of South Asia through close regional
co-operation. To promote peace and peacebility is the most
urgent task of all the people of goodwill and liberal outlook.
It is high time the peoples of South Asia took a bold initiative
and forced their governments to publicly announce the
renunciation of nuclear tests and production of nuclear
weapons and missiles.

It is heartening to see peace-loving forces in India too
protesting everywhere against the Indian nuclear tests and
condemning the BJP Government. We appeal to all such
organisation and individuals in Pakistan who are striving from
different platforms for peace in the subcontinent, to link up
with the ACAAR so that a grand national peace movement
may emerge as part of a larger South Asian and international
movement for peace and democracy at this hour of grave peril
of our very existence.”

Yusuf Mustikhan, Convener (ACAAR)
43/3-C, Shah Abdul Latif Road, Block-6, PECHS, Karachi.
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RAISE YOUR VOICE AGAINST THE NUCLEAR TESTS IN INDIA
AND PAKISTAN. AN URGENT APPEAL BY SOUTH ASIANS
AND THEIR FRIENDS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD

On May 11 and 13, 1998. the less-than-two-month old
Vajpayee government of India carried out five nuclear tests in
Rajasthan. an incident that jolted the subcontinent and
shocked the world. In retaliation, the Nawaz Sharifl government
of Pakistan on May 28 and 30 tested its own nuclear devices
in Baluchistan. Since the blasts took place in India,
inflammatory statements and intemperate language have
replaced normal political dialogue in South Asia. The voice of
those who oppose nuclear weapons in India, politicians as
well as common people, has been disregarded in the heady
rejoicing about the recently acquired capacity to kill innocent
people indiscriminately. In Pakistan, a symmetrical and unreal
fervor for nuclear weapons has taken hold of the people and
government, beginning with the testing of the intermediate
range missile.

In USA and Europe, pro-BJP and pro-RSS groups have
been campaigning in support of their parties’ action, and are
now asking NRIs to flow money into India to bail the coalition
government out of its self-inflicted fiscal troubles created due
to economic sanctions placed on India by USA, Japan, and
quite a few other countries. Similarly, the Pakistani government
is soliciting massive contributions from its own citizens living
abroad. We say to you to help needy people who are suffering,
but do not pay for war-mongering and arms build-up.

India and Pakistan have fought three wars and have
ramained hostile to each other since 1947. The intolerance
exhibited by the present governments has severed the lines of
communication that had recently opened up between the two
countries. The implications of the BJP government’s departure
from India’s traditional foreign policy for peace in South Asia
(a policy that has been based on Panchsheel and compassion)
and the ensuing threat of a nuclear arms race in the region
are something that should trouble all peace-loving people of
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the world. Other than the danger of possible radioactive fallouts
from such tests, we are deeply concerned that the poor citizens
of India and Pakistan will have Lo bear the brunt of massive
expenses to build nuclear weapons, because such expenses
that India and Pakistan can hardly afford are now going to be
heaped by these govenments on poor people, thereby putting
their already difficult lives in serious jeopardy.

We want global peace and disarmament, and not escalation
of wars. We strongly deplore the nuclear weapons and missiles
programs in India and Pakistan. The peace-loving people of
South Asia must not be provoked by these irresponsible acts.
The two countries should enter into negotiations to eliminate
the immediate danger of a nuclear conflict, and then to de-
escalate gradually in mutually verifiable steps.

OUR PEOPLE NEED PEACE AND PROGRESS, NOT
BELLIGERENCE AND BOMBS

Contact : e-mail address : Partha @ capital. net.
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Indian Scientist Against Nuclear Weapons

FESIOR 2R 2@ o7 R 26 SNAEER & Indian Scientists
Against Nuclear Weapons 1 (3 3 Sz 571K Swylol be1C% | STes
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CAiTasR 59 : Dr. T Jayaraman, Institute of Mathematical
Sciences, CIT Campus, Chennai-600 113 (e-mail : jayaraman
@ _imsc. ernel. in).
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A Poem By
Sahir Ludhianwi

Al SHAREEF INSANOS DEER CIVILIZED PEOPLE

Khoon apna ho ya paraaya ho Be this blood ours or theirs
Nasl-e-adam ka khoon hai aakhir Humanity is bloodied

Jang maghrib mein ho ke mashriq mein Be this war in East or West
Amn-e-aalam ka khoon hai aakhir A peaceful earth is bloodied

Bam gharon par giren ke sarhad par Whether the bombs fall on homes or borders
Rooh-e-taameer zakhm khaati hai The spirit of construction is wounded
Khet apne jalein ke auron ke Whether it is our fields that burn or theirs
Zeest faagon mein tilmilaati hai Life is wrecked by starvation

Tank aage badhen ke peeche haten It matters not that tanks advance or retreat
Kokh dharti ki baanjh hoti hai The womb of the earth bceome barren
Fat-ha ka jashn ho ke haar ka sog Be it a celebration of victory or loss' lament
Zindagi mayyaton pe roti hai The living must mourn the corpses

Is Jiye ai shareef insaano, That is why, O civilized people

Jang talti raheto behtar hai It is better that war remains postponed
Aap aur hum, sabhi ke aangan mein In your homes, and in our

Shama jalti rahe to behtar hai It is better that lamps continue to flicker
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