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A dowry vidim's mother cries out

Thirteen years, still no justice
One of the earhest dowry death

cases that hit the headlines was that of
Shashibala in March 1979 Th rteen

years later the case ts still stuck in the
sessions court at Shahdra Shashiba
la s husband has married again and
has children The distraught mother

of Shashtbala Satyarant Chadha
now 70 wishes she had killed her
son inlaw Even she had been
convictedfor murder she would have
in all probab lity completed her hfe
imprisonment and would by now be

free again
Instead Satyarani with parents of

other dowry vicims has helped set up
Shaka Shahn which has so far
recovered dowry n 250 cases Since
1987 Shakti Shak n has also been

running a short stay home at Jang
pura with assistance from the depart
ment ofwomen and child department
Should not the National Women s

Commission intercede seek the set

ang ofa spectal court that would clear
the backlog of about 40 dowry death
cases pending in the various courts
and ensure better investigation of the
fresh cases

by Vyi Srinivasan

blouse Her jet black
har was loose Ike

the waves of the sea at mdn ght
stretched both arms towards her
with deep yearn ng She drew away
Iam pure dont touch me she

sad My long ng was not sat ated

You have come after such an n

fntely long nterval let me hold

loose a torrent of entreat ng words

My sons woke me up I had been

dream ng of Bala Shash bala my
beloved murdered daughter She

came n my dream only once though
I thnk of her day and n ght

I look at Satyaran Chadha as she

» Speaks to me Her brown face 1s

almost wr nkle free though she s 70

Satyaran wears brght shny
clothes But the ready smle sms
sing Instead there sa half crazed

gint in her eyes I begn to panc
then check myself 1 remember my
long assoc at on w th her s nce 1986
Her daughter Bala was almost the
f rst dowry death wh ch was w dely
publ csed 1 1979

Satyaran rem nensces For
many manv years I was an ord nary
middie class Punjab housew fe
knew noth ng of the world outs de

certa nly not of polce courts
I was so nnocent that even when

two dowry deaths took place near
our house n 1975 and 1976 I

thought t would never never hap
pen to my daughter So much so

that [ was appalled at the thought of

gong to court for the case

My younger daughter Shash ba
la Bala I called her was very
beaut ful She had completed her
BA degree Subash a manager of a
Bata Shoe depot approached me

through a Mata natemple After
a lot of hes taton her wedd ng was

settled for May 4 1978
Earler Subash and hs fam ly

had assured me that they dd not
want any dowry I ha told them
that I w il g ve only three clothes a

salwar a kameez and a dupatta
Even that we wll gve they had
sad But slowly they began deman

dng cash and other tems At a

rokha ceremony on Aprl 12

WOMAN OF SUBSTANCE Satyaran Chadha

1977 I gave Rs 250 each to Sub
ashs mother and father Rs 101

each to hs two brothers f ve be xes
cf sweets a small basket of m xed
fru ts 4

Agan oY Apri 20 1977 1 tre
ated 45 people at a takha cere

mony I also gave Rs 2 100 to
Subastt Ry 10! ta each of his fre
ssters Rs 101 to aj ya (brother n

law) and Rs 500 to all other rela
tves jontly etc

On May 1978 they dema ided a

sagan another celebraton I was
forced to agree I gave a refr gera
tor a par of earrngs (gold) to
Subashs mother a gold chan to
Subash arngtoh father and Rs
1001 to Subash You gave ne Rs
2100 at takha I expected Rs 4000

today he sad But I have already
g ven a refr gerator Isad He sad

Oh you have deducted that and
added that you should have g ven
the entre set of jewellery to my
mother We were all upset

At the wedd ng May 4 1978 at

least Rs 75 000 was g ven as dowry
(all nclus ve) but she (Bala) was

never happy From May # 1978 t |

her death March 20 1979 t was
one demand after demand Finally
when I found she was pregnant |

hoped that the brth of the chld

WERE Torr

woud mprove matters
Snce nost of Balas d ff cult es

arose from the fact that she was

lvng wth her mother n law and
"sters a who were ef ect vely
controllng her and suppress ng

all attempts to buld up a strong
relatonshp wth her husband

began to plead with to entreat
Subash to take Bala to Mathura

Why set up another totally new
estibl shment It means doub e ex

pendture Bes des my s sters are
here My mother would defin tely
want and expect my w fe tol ve w th

them sad Subdash He coit nued
you have n your house a costly
televson set a refrgerater your
sons have scooters could have

got a car you have not g ven me

even ascooter Yur relat onsh p
wth me s through Bala only Keep
her happy sad Ths was on
Mirch |

After a long argument I gave
hm Rs 3000andsad Ths for
you to take Bala to Mathura She
went to Mathura wth hm Subash

brought her back 12 days later on
March 12 She stayed wth me t |

March 15 On March 14 Hol he

came He asked me for scoote

wan Please g ve me at least your
sons old scooter I w gve you a
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scooter when a son s born to Bala
Isad [added You ure not lett ng
me lve nthis world [Il tell you
why he sad Tul yo. gave me a
scooter she wll not 1 hgppy

When a son s born [Il vé vou
a scooter Isad Her fate was Sealed
and settled wth these words of
m ne

W Il you send me back Ma? she

kept ask ng me And thcn she added
He has no need of me She was
sad pens ve and melancholc

On March 145 1979 before he
came I told my sons please go away
before Subash comes ott erwise
he Il take away a scooter and you all
wil scold me When he came he
asked me for my sons scooter

They have gone to work J said
He tred to browbeat me These
words wll be costly for you he
sad WIHl you gve me a scooter
whether t s a boy ora gril? He
asked Only f tis a boy Isad
otherw se I Il have to g ve you some
th ng aga n when a boy $ born [Il
gve you n wrtng he sad that I

wont ask you for somett ng later
on gvemeascooternow I dont
have money sad It 3 only
Rs 4000 he shouted I shook my
head I saw Bala n the mrror
terrfed he took her awav That

was the last t me I saw her al ve
On March 17 at night someone

from Subashs ne ghbourhood
brought me news We thnk your
daughter has been burnt Go m

med ately We rushed to ther
house When dd not see her

anywhere Ipancked Where s my
Bala where s my Bala I kept
demand ng Fnally Subash 5

mother sad Ugh pontng to a

bundle here s that kooda (rub
bsh) take t away

saw the bundle God knows
when she was k lled there was a

foul smell he was wrapped no

seven bedspreads her lovely har
alone was unburnt t was d ff cult
to dent fy her I began to shout to
abuse the mother but my sons stop
ped me My son sad Ma dont
shout don t make ano se Lodge an

FIR Blood rushed to my head
Some of the men telephoned to

my husband In the meant me more
and more people of my fam ly had
arr ved Subash came a little later

was n Mathura he sad I wanted

desperately to kll hm Then I

would have surrendered. to the

pol ce I should have dohe that I

would have gone to ja! and been
out by now But my sons stopped
me You wll be hanged they sad
Then what w l happen to your sons
And other dat ghters?

I called hm names accused
him I abused hm then I deman
ded the dowry back Dowry my
sons said you are shame ess she 5

not yet cremated All of you go
away I sad I Il get the dowry IH

Tronic twist
Of the nnumerable dowry death

cases that Satyarani Chadha has
handled the one that she cannot

forget and which cl ngs to her | ke
a nightmare s the one where her
son s friend was involved
Hard for that is how she knew

him vis ted her almost every day
for a week soon after the death of
her daughter Shashbala He
would ask her how the case was

progress ng and what were the
chances of conv ct ng the offender
Despondent Satyaran would al
ways reply n the negative Soon
afteAh s wife Kanchan was burnt
to déath Satyaran felt that she
had subconsc ously aded Hard

out of her way to help Kanchan s

parents but fa led as the case was
dis ssed

few years Jater he marned
aga n and even had a girl Three
vears ago the second wife was also
burnt to death But even wh le she
was in flames she clung to

Hard

escape Hard ded of burns 10

days after allegedly burning his

second w fe

cremate her myself But the dow
ty [ have to take he cannot wn n

the end
The polce the nvestigat on

proceeded so slowly Then for
three nonths all of them were n

jal bit then they were released

pel a very strong and powerful
des re for revenge

A | women s organ sations sup
ported me all meda wrote about

my case He w Il be hanged they all
sad but the system won n the end

nothng happened now n

1992 13 vears ater I am st Il

to the Sess ons Court then he will

appeal to the H gh Court then to
the Supreme Court I wll be dead

by then I am 70 years old now he

has marred agan has children b

lood st ll ushes to my head
But I have found comfort and

solace from another source Some
of us set up Shakt Shalm a

women § organ sat on

HE lantana weed
ntroduced nInda
through mports has long
been a curse for farmers

and lakhs of rupees are spent just
remov ng the weed But for the
v llagers of Teypura and ts

adjo n ng v llages nthe Jhans
d str ct of Uttar Pradesh thas
become a source of econom c

prosper ty
It aremarkable heart warm ng

story of a renewable b omass hated
and desp sed by most people
br ng ng about as lent revolut on
and prosper ty to v llages that most

people don t even know ex st on the

map of Ind a
Us ng the r ntut ve local sk Is

and deas the farmers of ths reg on
have been clean ng the long
(somet mes 3 to 4 feet) th n stems
of the weed and weav g them nto
baskets Each of these baskets

depend ng on ts$ze ssold for Rs
4toRs5 Inaday a fam ly of three

(two women clean ng the stems of
leaves and thorns and the man

knitting t nto baskets ) can make
20 to 25 baskets or earn anyth ng

Cursed lantana turns saviour
by Usha Rai

from Rs 100 to Rs 125 Even f they
work just 20 days na month they
make Rs 2000 to Rs 2500
The people of Teypura are st Il as

s mple and humble as they were
before they d scovered the
econom c potent al of the lantana
But the r remarkable
transformat on began some four to
f ve years ago when the agr culture

department of the state dec ded ta

develop the watershed nwh ch
these v Ilages fall Four or f ve small
bunds were constructed to ho d the
ra n water and ensure that tdd not
run off Slowly the water soaked the

parched earth and tr ckled down
ra $ ng the water table nthe area
W th na few years even nthe
month of June there was as much as
30 aches of water nthe catchment
area
As the water table rose some 200

wells were sunk n these v llages
Mak ng full use of the water
ava be andwthsomegu dance
from Xperts thev agers began
grow ni tomatoes For the ast three
years there have been bumper
harvests of to nato
Markets were found for the

lusc ous tomatoes of Jhans n

Nagpur and Kaipur Bat w th two
truckloads to be transported da y
there was need for proper packag ng
of the m toes In H mach
where there sa bu nper harvest of

app es there secocgca vand Ism
and they are packed np sw od

OH TOM I HAD TO
YOU WERE TRY NG
TO SAVE WINE

wry MSS OHARE
YOU RE CRY NG
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boxes Thsm stake could not be

repeated nJhans wh ch n any case
$ barren and almost t ee ess

But the v llagers were determ ned
that the r efforts should not go
waste It s they who dec ded to put
to use the lantana grow ng w Id

Men and women combed the
lantana w Iderness extracted long
stems and began clean ng them The
m racle had happened and exqu s te
b skets were made
The tomato crop b ooms from

December to March a td for those
three to four months there s hect ¢

Ma and women combed

the lantana wilderness ex

tracted long stems and be

gan cleaning them The
miracle had happened and

exquisite baskets were

made

actv \ nthev lage Most homes
are n kngb skctscr tend ng to the
tomat crop f \cn those not

eng nthecultv t on of tomate,
are ctoecarn nyth ng from Rs \

7000 Rs none season just,
mak ng baskets
The baskets ire sold d rectly to

the company transport ng the
tomatoes There s omddle nan
Youcutthelantan t grows aga n

nd pr des the b omass fcr {

baskets aga nthe next year
Lantana b sketsca be made n

other p rts fthe country and used
for transport ngcoa flowers and

maybe even appes ff machal

1

Rice bowl to begging bowl,

34
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Threshing operations on in Kuttanad paddy field

by P Venugopal

UTTANAD once de
scr bed as the rce bowl
of Kerala s facng the

grm prospect of be ng
reduced to a beggng bowl as a

result of the conplex problems
caused by the unscentfc mple
me itat on of development projects
in the reg on

Ths low ly ng reg on form ng the

delta of the r vers Pampa Achenk
oul Man mala and Meenach! cov
ers an area of 700 sq km spread over

Alapuzha Kottayam and Patha
namth tta dstrcts of Keraa and
was once an un que ecosystem sup

port ng a wde var ety of estuar an
an mal fe
Over the past 150 years or so

about 5% 000 hectares of the Kutta
nad wetlands were reclamed for

paddy cult vat on The farms n this

reg on are comparable to those n

Holland snce they le e ght feet
below the mean sea level and are

protected from the waters n the

went idjo ning lakes by clay bunds
Now ths regon s an ntricate

network of rvers canals and lakes
with extens ve boulders and th ckly
popu ated vllages n between The
Vembanad lake whch org nates
from Kuttanan and extends upto
the mouth of the Coch n ports the

bggest brack sh water n

Sout' [nda
If Kuttanad could be called the

rce bow! of the State the Vemba
nad lake deserves the appellat on
nland f sh basket of Kerala from

where the major part of the est
mated 20 000 tonnes of nland fish
comes

Nearly one m Il on people res de
nths regon Ther man occupa
ton $ agrculture followed by
fshing on whch are dependent
more than 10 000 famles Though
the paddy f elds of the reg on make

up only e ght per cent of the total
a ea under paudy cult vat on n the
State they account for nearly 14 per
cent of the product on

The reg on s problems nclude the
severe degradat on of the aquatc
envronment due to human no

terventon the consequent deple
tion nf sher es resources and health
hazards posed to ove 40 per cent of
the populaton The people here

depend on surface water sources for
dr nk ng purposes unt mely cult va
tion whch exposes the crops to
floods and droughts resurg nce of

pests and d seases due to unsc en
t fc use of agrochem cals and a host
of soc o economc ssues wh ch act
as hurdles to long overdue changes

The Thanneermukkom salt water
barrer and the Alapuzha Changa
nacherry road altho.gh br ng ng
some benef ts to the reg on has had
a dsastrous impact on the ecology
of the reg on
The Thaneermukkom barrier

constructed n 1976 has trans
formed the Vembanad lake nto two
dst net zones the upstream area n

Kuttanad whch s be ng converted
nto a polluted body of fresh water
and the downstream area towards
Koch reta ning brackish water con
dt ons
A rev ew of the s tuat on dur ng

the last seven years shows that the

barner s kept shut for f ve to sx
months a year due to delayed laun

ching of the puncha crop na Kut
tanad
The studes conducied by the

College of F sher es Panangad near
Koch have shown that the conse

quent change nthe aquat c env ron
ment has bes des caus ng a deple
ton nthef sher es resources n the

reg on resulted nthev rtual ext nc
ton of the once abundant and com
merc ally mportan spec es | ke the
G ant Fresh Water Prawn (Macrob
rachium Resenberg ) from the re

gion

Sc ent fc op non also has t that
env ronmental pollut on has acted
as a pred spos 1g factor for the
outbreak and worsen ng of the f sh
disease called Epizotc Ulcerat ve

Syndrome whch accord ng to the
Government s est mates has caused

a loss of more than Rs 10 crore to

the f sher es resources n Kuttanad
snce August 1991 wpng out cer
tan spec es | ke the del c ous Varal
(Channa Stra tus) from the reg or
The farmers have become a thor

oughly demoral sed lot due to d m

nsh ng returns from the r hold ngs
ncreas ng cost of production and

frequent damage to crops from
floods drought pests and d seascs

A defnte ndcat on of how un

attract ve agr culture has become s

prov ded by the fast convers on ut

paddy felds n Kuttanad for non

agr cultural purposes | ke construc
t on of houses and the rev val of tte
pattam system under whch an

ncreas ng number of farn ers are

leas ng out the r farms to those who
have resources to wthstand the

tsks nvolved
The agrcultural labourers

number ng over one lakh nthe
reg on are underemployed and st Il

have to f ght the drudgery of an [8th

century system undcr wh ch every
thng from sow ng to threshng s

done manually
Recently a three dav sem nar t

tled Save Kuttanad was organ sed

to dscuss the complex problems
tacng the region and recommend

steps to evolve a new deve opme: t

strategy which g ves equal mpcr
ance to the restoratcn of re

g ons estuarian ec ysvstem ) contro
of waer polluton mptoved re

turns from agr culture and ntegra
ton of paddy crop with scent fc
prawn farmng nm areas where a

second crop s not usually grown

Those who partc pated n the
d scuss ons took the Government to
task for sleep ng over the report of
the Kuttanad Water Balance Study
an Indo Dutch venture subm tted
to the Government as far back as

1989

The State Government has of
late ntated the process of con
sultat ons with experts and farmers
wth a vew to mplement ng some
of tie recommendat ons conta ned
n the report

IIT students on altruisticmission
by Vyaya K Pushkarna

HEN workersin Kan
pur pcked up ther
spades brooms and
b ns and p led garbage

on to a tractor to clean up the

sprawling campus of the Ind an In
st tute of Technology on July 2 it

may not have been an unusual s ght
to most vs tors But to the students
the faculty members and most of all
the workers themselves the day
marked the end of an eight month

long struggle aga nst the corrupt on
rdden contractor system and the

beg nning of a new era
Ths feat by the workers under

the aegis of the Shramk V kas
Sahakar Shram Samvda Samit

(Shram k Sam t to the campus res

dents) traces ts begnnng to
November last when a group of
students who taught the ch Idren of
labourers learnt that the workers
were gettng only Rs 18 a day or
somet mes even far less against the

prevalng mnmum wage of Rs
32 60
Students smelt collus on of the

nst tute offcals mn what they
thought was a scandal nvolv ng the

explo tat on of the very poor and
launched a signature campa gn call

ng for payment of mn mum wages
to workers on the campus
The p le of s gnatures were sent to

the Mnstry of Human Resources

Development followed by a gherao
of the super ntending engineer of
the IIT By the end of the month
the management agreed to pay the
mnmum wages f xed by the Gov
ernment

But to the d smay of workers the
contractors began throwng out
workers and all work on the cam

pus ground to a halt
That was when 25 nd gnant pro

fessors decided t was tme they
stepped n They gheraoed the
act ng drector M P Kapoor for a

whole n ght on December 6 The
next day he d rected the workers tor

resume work

Though work began the
academ c commun ty kept tself ful

ly nformed of the ntr gues of the
contractors obvioudly n league
w th vested nterests Campus news
letters began d scuss ng the subject
and none newsletter the dea of a
cooperat ve society of workers was
mooted as an alternat ve to the
contractor system Soon after the
students and faculty members ral
led some workers together and

reg stered the Shramik Samt to
wards January end
However on February 3 when

the IIT Kanpur nvited a tender for

campus cleanng Shramk Samt

spated the old tender was can
celled
A demonstrat on by all sect ons

on the campus resulted 1n the tender
be ng readvert sed An unheard of
and unregistered Dalit Kalyan
Sam t had heavily underbid ostens

ibly to keep the Shramik Sam t out
But the Samiti s bidd ng turned out
the lowest by a very slender marg n

Rs 17 100 a month to the Kalyan
Sam tis Rs 17 140 a month Stull no
dec s on was taken
Meanwh le newly appo nted IIT

director R C Malhotra s mply gave
the contract to the lowest bidder
the Shramik Sa

supporters appl ed for the tender
form but were unceremon ously re

fused Iron cally the form was g ven
to a sngle contractor only says
campus res dent and labour lawyer
V shnu Shukla who s secretary of
the Shram k Samiti
Exactly 24 hours before the bid

dng was to begin some faculty
members succeeded n gettng a

form for the Sam t whch made the
lowest bd Accord ng to Shukla
the ITT would have saved Rs 60 000
a year f t e Samt had been g ven
the dec s on on the clean

arbage clearance contract
ed for a month for no

apparent reason When tens on ds

The Shram k Sam thas rece ved

manpower and moral support from
the unemployed youth of the area
who have formed a separate soc ety
The Balmk Samit has also ex
tended support to the workers and
the r members too have been sm t

ten by the cooperat ve bug The
real achievement | es n the fact that
wokers have been ensured just ce
and simultaneously the corruption
prevalent n the system ot allott ng
contracts has been weeded out

says Shukla Senor faculty mem
bers are not members of the soc ety
But the workers are guded by
them for they are on Shramk
Sam t s adv sogy board
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une Baker and the
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o study the impact of
earthquake on hous
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e cups and saucers
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design has with-

vemence," the re

ver, needed 1s that
e properly con
bcal material and
If this 1s done, 99 9
construction work
ly special 'earth
Better masonry

tand all but major
Dr Baker
request for new
aker says that on
ifferent plans are
re typical house
untain regions has
reds of years and

is "m&inly satisfactory
"

Though concrete roof houses
have begun to appear in villages
adjacent to the motorable road, in
most houses in Garhwal local mate-
rial like wood, stone, slate and mud
~ all material that 1s locally available
~ has been used "Most housing sites
are sloping and it 1s not possible to
cut far into the rocky mountaynside,
so there 1s usually a low ceilinged
basement room used by the cattle,
and above it are the living rooms
Warmth rises through the wooden
floor from the animals below "

What 1s unique about the report
presented to the Department of
Science and Technology are the
illustrations Excellent sketches of
the villages, houses that have been
damaged, the material used, seg-
ments to show how the damage has
been to just one part of the house
These are all sketches done at the
site by the COSTFORD team ear-
ler this year The report 1s entirely
handwnitten With Dr Baker were
TR Chandra Dath of COSTFORD
and Dr Anil Joshi of HESCO
(Himalayan Environment Society)
Mr A K Sharma of the DST and Dr
Joshi helped the experts reach inac
cessible places to meet people and
study the damage to the houses
The report says that three months

after the earthquake no effort had
been made to remove the debris,
sort out the wood, stones and slate
and salvage building material All or
most of this material can be reused,
says Dr Baker While some houses
in a village at a height of 5,000 feet
were destroyed, others were partial-

ly damaged and some remained
untouched The villagers said if they
cleared away all the mess they
would get less compensation
In the typical Garhwal house,

large stones and a lot of little stones
are set together in mud There 1s no
attempt at 'bonding' (interlocking
Stones on one side of the wall with
Stones on the other side) Though
the wall looks neat and nice from
outside, the lack of bonding has
proved fatal If the wall collapses
the roof collapses too The few
masons avaitable were found wast
ing their time on 'looks' instead of
ensuring the stability of the struc -

ture After the earthquake they
jacked up their rates from Rs 60 per
day to Rs 100
The COSTFORD team has re

commended that good sized stones
(anything as big as a loaf of bread)
must be extracted for reuse The
small stones must not be used The
stones found in most areas, except
along the river banks, are of ideal
shape for the buildings Rectangular
and cube like, they could even be
built as dry stone walls without
mortar But the people don't like ton and hill area development

salvaged from (left) a quakq @
house. (Bottom) A remodd

house by Laure Baker
this because of a fear that snake
rats will hide in the cracks
The cracked corner walls (du

lack of bonding and use of tod
small stones) can get the suppor
a butress to prevent further enla
ment of the cracks The report d

not favour use of rounded sto
found near the mver Though t
are broken and used for
walls, due the rounded shap
each stone they can ship and 4!
out Many walls which used th
stones had fallen with the vibrau
of the earthquake It 1» therefd
better to use these stones for pavi
the entrance to the house
In the traditional buildings a lot

trmber and balis have been used
many cases the whole trunk h
been used The balis and logs, th

report says, should be salvaged
they can be sawed into two or thre
pieces and 'reused
Most houses were constructe

where ever there was a more or les
permanent supply of water - mainly
from springs coming out of thay
mountainside Since 99 per cent o
the travel 1s by foot, water 1s mor
important than roads and is the
main reason for choosing a site
The DST has decided to fund

HESCO fot a demonstration pro
ject in Garhwal The house or
houses constructed will implement
the cost reduction technology proposed by COSTEORD They will
incorporate improvements like
energy efficient stoves, water stor-
age and conservation facihties
Copies of the Dath/Baker reporthave been sent to various depart

enied BCG shots in TamilNadu
hal

cels of a
stun
zine
¢ fa lure

meeting and afterwards - to the
risk of tuberculosis, which kills
thousands of Indians even today,for the sole purpose of facilitatingthe trials of the Convit vaccine
The logic behind this dubious

exere that the since the
bacteria Gages tuDerculosts--~<
and the one respons b

children in the trial area accordingto the national programme It also
said the design of the trial should

account the effect of the BCG

nrector general of }]CMR

would not surprise anyone if the
'pressure' was still on
Fhis is not all At the second

meeting of the advisory committee
for the leprosy \ agcine trial, held

June25, 1990, cue of the menibery

JEKSAKESEONS

Govt atfault,
not officia

. Apropos tt

Bighe
submitted a dissenting note
c u

mabk
prosy are closely related, a

why did the ICMR insist on a
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minister, Dr Klaus Topfer, has In Finland, Mr Kamal Nath and

he Arava

/onmenaforests, Mr
mal has just
irned fetus whirlwind tour

our coves, has lined up

he minister who had

assugwith Mr Kamal Nath,

alsogpressedinterest
1n

idifupto 400 crore for the

oyfRiver Action Plan The

«Phas received clearance at

ufGovernmental levels and
vawaiting the the Planning
mission's green signal Under
heme-the cleaning of about a
rivers, including the

una has been proposed

cu ar, are looking towards

made. Senior officials of the
environment and forest ministry,
Haryana government and

accompanied the apanese team.
Since the Ridge area bridgestwo
statesanda Union Terntory-
-Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi--
-and needs to be greened to arrest
the march of the deserts, ithas ".

*,

Nakamura expressed satisfaction
at the work done so far and has
assured a doubling of assistance

Mr Kamal Nath also explained
India's stand on the Narmada and
the Government ts hopeful that
the proposed Japanese funding for.
the proyect which had suddenly
stopped after adverse reports, will
be renewed In the light of the
Bradford Morse committee report

Supa Pietkainen, who ts Germany's environment

INDIA has not one but 20,000
ambassadors in Sweden, as:
discovered'byMr Kamal Nath in Over a hundred Indian
a recent visit to that country He
1s not only the environment and
forest minister but also the
President of the Delhi Child
Welfare Society.

*

Paina, the foundling home
run by the Society, gives
children for adoption in India
and abroad Some 4000 Indian
_ children have been adopted by

Unique envoys to Sweden
Swedish parents in the last 20
years. Some of them have
married and all are well settled.

children got together to honour
the President of the Society that
had found them such excellent

535
homes, Most of these children
have visited India at least once
with their adoptive parents The
4000 children, their parents and
brothers and sisters, Mr Kamal
Nath said, were unique
ambassadors for India .

the Indian market to meet the
house building needs of poor
people who illegally extract it from
forests
India 1s already fmporting

timber worth Rs 1200 crore
annually from about a dozen
countries--the major ones being
Sweden, Malaysia, Brazil, Canada
and Burma The new deal with
Sweden could mean another
reprieve for our forests Forest
management in Sweden is so
advanced that in the warmer
regions in the south, trees hke the
birch, pine and spruce can be
harvested in seven to 12 years In
the colder north, the harvesting
cycle is once in 25 yeai». Enlarged
SIDA activity in India and funding
for the Narmada project was also
discussed

of youny,, fast growing species Itke

eucalyptus and subabul in layers
like swiss rolls so tnat there 1s

minimum wastage. The Indian
equipment works on trees which
have a solid girth (normaily teak
and sal trees of 50 to 80 years) and
a third of the core area 18 wasted
The deal with FINNIDA and
Rauteisbeingslottedas
'technology transfer.'
In Britain, Mr Kamal Nath met

the environment nunister Michael
Howard and the minister for
overseas development, Linda

stand on the Narmada to them
too Mr Kamal Nath has pleaded
with the British, the Germans and
the Japanese for the strengthening
of the FAO as themost

appropnate structure for forestry.

A

asgs
new projects for

Legal Siddiqqui new SC
Registrar-General

BJP.MP alleges Kalpnath's
involvementin stock scam

for this project.
Chalker.
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IRST the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities (UNFPA) andF

(PCC) of Washington in its country study of
India's family planning programme have
warned that if serious political attention is not
given to control population growth, by 2035
India will have more people than China. By
2040 we would, have more than 2.5 billion
people.

limited resources and facilities we are not able
to provide even today basics like education,
clothing, shelter or jobs to a large percentage
of our 883 million people. There is evidence
too that countries that have made economic
-Strides are those that have been able to
control their population growth. : India's
efforts at economic liberalisation could come
to naught if matching efforts are not made on
the population front.
The PCC report, based on field studies by

Shanti R. Conly and Sharon Camp should
have sent the Family Welfare Department
into a frenzy of activity. It should have given
sleepless nights to the Prime Minister's Office
and to the Cabinet. But everyone séems to.
have taken the report as just another irksome
indictment that has to be quickly buried rather
than taken note of and acted upon.
The manner in which the report has been

cold-shouldered is symptomatic of our atti-
tude to the programme itself. The report was
sent to bureaucrats, journalists and demog-
raphers towards the end of last month with an
embargo on its use till September 14.
On September 15, the new Family Welfare

Secretary, still cutting her teeth in the depart-
ment, was contacted - at least efforts in that
direction were made. The private secretary to
the secretary first wanted to know who
wanted to speak to her and for what reasons.
When all this was duly explained along with
the urgency of the need for a government
response, the PS said madam had received the
report only three days ago and since there was
a weekend had not had the time to study it.
He promised to get back when madam was
ready to react to the report. A week went by
and still no response.
At the recent Asia Pacific Population Con-

ference, India - which normally assumes
leadership roles for this region - was sidelined
because the Family Welfare Secretary who
was expected to implement the new popula-
tion policy which he had a hed in.formulat-
ing, was suddenly transferred. His replace-
ment, Ms Usha Vohra, is believed to have
actually lobbied for the job because she was
keen to prove herself as another Sarla Grewal
in family 'planning. There was. glimmer of
hope in that.
The PCC report points out that lack of

continuity in top bureaucratic and technical
leadership is an important reason why. our
population containment programme suffers.
It takes a year for a new official to become
familiar with the technical and organisational
issucs relating to the large and complex family
welfare programme. The constant process of
re-educating top officials has a cost in terms of

King Of The Kitchen
HE irresistible dark brown sathasaya should have truly earned thetitle of the the gods Who was the

now the Population Crisis Committee

/Burgeoning populatior
The state sleeps as reports predict doom »

By Usha Rai

programme momentum and efficiency. Be-.
tween 1980 and 1988 there were five appoint-

of top programme officials, the report says
"undermines accountability for major policy
decisions". By contrast, the successful popula-

Thailand are managed by a permanent cadre
Of professional family planning specialists.

The report says the Government's long-
standing goal of reaching on a voluntary basis
a national average family'size of slightly over

eventually lead to a stable population size
around the year 2000 - appears unrealistic.

A new family welfare programme was
announced this January and there was hope
that the Government was finally moving away
from rhetoric to action. There has been talk of
@ population commission for the last two

velopment Council headed by Chief Minister
Karunakaran of Kerala was expected to take

two-child policy for those seeking elected
office. But the committee has met barely onceor twice. Similarly for the last two or three
years the 90 districts of the country in nine
States, including one in Kerala, having a highbirth rate have been identified but the much-
promised zeroing in on these states has yet to

The gap between policy and implementa-
tion is enormous. The official policy talks of a
range of contraceptive choices but in fact at
the field level there is a strong bias for.
sterilisation, particularly of females, followed
by use of IUD. The use of the pill and the
condom is limited to 3 and 11 per cent of the

By P. Subramanian

hands of its maker. Arps Tyer, this ¢-conut- to chuose from his menu, sambhar, rasam,af Kalan, olan, avial, erisseri.
Like most cooks, Appu Iyer too had no

formal training in cooking. "It took

two children - the replacement level that will

years. A subcommittee ofthe National De--

the final decision on it as well as on the

population respectively. A community-lev
study found that official reports.on use

Spacing methods were grossly exaggerateg
and only 20 per cent were using them.. Biases against hormonal methods of

are stronger among physicians and womengg-.
- groups than among consumers. The result

tries to have an official family plannit

Considering the tardy pace of family pla

foolish for the Government at this stage to c
back on its sterilisation programme. Target
are necessary but there should be no comp
'sion for sterilisation. The responsibility has
be shared by men and the focus has to shift
vasectomy. The rural folk have to be .pe
suaded to limit the size of their family and
the sterilisation camp method has to contin
people should not be treated like dum

stead of opposing every new contraceptive t m
Government seeks to introduce they shou
be integrated into the programme. They cou

Norplant and othe injectibles, and if t
woman has any complications or discomfd
they should have the power to get her treat
and if necessary the injectible removed befo

the women's organisations are as concermnd
about the welfare of the nation as they are
women.
But above all we need to improve the bas

health care facilities in our rural areas.
significant proportion of the tural populatio
still lives more than five kilometres away froi
the nearest source of family planning service
In Bihar, one of our BIMARU states, 25 pe
cent of the posts of female health worker, th
lynchpin of the health services, remained
vacant just last year. A 1987 survey of prima
health centres in UP indicates that fewer tha
a fifth of the doctors attached to the. centre
had been trained to perform female sferilisa
tions, early abortion or IUD insertion
Though abortion is legalised in India, womer
in rural areas are not aware of it and just 1

per cent of the rural health facilities were
equipped for it in the carly cighties,The population policy makers should sect
how best to incorporate the suggestions of thePCC report. Among the significant ones are
to raise the couple protection rate from 45 percent to 75 to 80 per cent, to provide a much
wider choice of contraceptives, to involve
government departments and voluntary orga-nisations in the population programme and
above all to improve the quality of. cure,
UNFPA. USAID and the World Bank are

pumping in money for the programme: but
ultimately it is political commitment at the
top, local commitment at the grass roots and
administrative capacity that will make or mar
India's family planning programme.

It is like a prophecy of doom, for with our

far too limited.

driven cattle.
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feast that the ultimate credentials should not

He was once decorated with Veer Srinkhala
by the Maharaja of Koliengude - a traditiona!
princely way of honouring great men in pubticlife. People of Trissoor revered Appu lyer so

tha

much that when he completed his thaw,andfull moon davs thew
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Rocke's kill 72

*x KABUL -- Renagade
stepped up their two-

seige of the Afghan
on Tuesday, finng

oxes of rockets that killed at
mam 72 people and wounded
rare than 80, according tothe

radio @ AP

PWG deadline .

~*x HYDERABAD ~ The
ttewed People's War Group
-axzhtes who are holding the
ongress MLA, Mr P Bala
aye, and five others as hos-
ges, have set up a fresh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI - The Congress
dissidents questionirs party presi
dent V Narasimha Rao's lead
ersaip has received a boost with
several prominent party leaders
and MPs coming out openly in

support of their demand for an
AICC session before the Febru
ary 25 EJP rally here
'The ranks of the dissidents

swelled on Tuesday when former
Union ministers X Natwar Singh,
Sheila Dikshit and Ram Dulan
Sinha along with several party
MPs endorsed the "requisition-
AICC campaign" which had so far
been carned out by K N Singh
and B P Maurya The three MPs
who openly took a position

agains: the leadersin cot

Singh BraranuM As cd
These jeaders Ieft 19 "uly

about their unhappimess eve]
demolition situation and oa p

notice fot a thorough apprai. *

its policy towards the
we are asking 1s for conver & the
AICC before the BJP rally o: the
25th of February so that the , an
can deliberate on tne grave con
munal and other issues.facing
nation," they said in a jornt state
ment repudiating the leadersh p
decision to hold the party sessio
in early March

Meanwhile party spokesmaj
VN Gadgil announced that a cru

meeling of the Congress
Committee has been con-

yoned here on Sunday to finalise
'he the date of the AICC session.

to ENS, dissident MP
Brar war od that it the Congress
men decided to remain "silent
spectators on February 25 as be-
fore December 6, we will commit
a very big mistake "

Recalling
the Congress history of standing
for secular ideals and safeguard
ing the Constitution, Mr Brar
regretted that the present party
leadership had ''failed very miser
ably" m upholding such values
He shared the dissenters' view
that Mr Rao should give up the
party presidentship in view of the
pressing situation » "Unless the
one-man-one-pqst norm ts strictly

adiered to at this crisis nour
people will not forgive us" he
said "If the BJP ially is not
stopped, these ten lakh people are
sure to go on a rampage de
moushing some other rehgrous
places He appiehended that
such a huge crowd might even set
on Parhament He demanded that
the BJP rally be stopped
Mr Jogi said that the AICC

session should take place before
the BJP show of strength. 'In
view of the unprecedented nse of
communalism and fascism **there
is a need to discuss the situation
and work out a strategy in the
highest party forum," he said
"What we have done so far is not
enough to counter such forces and

t

directior ot the pany int.

pill col 8

by Usha Rai

National parks fac 2 danger from Skies
There could be no greater disiurb IIAPL wrote to the park director,

z
The incident was also reported to

Earlier report on Page 11) A helicopter of the India Inter-

> 'This week Rasheeda Bha-
t describes the shattered
es of mentally deranged

(TIAPL), which on one of its
surreptious runs inside Corbett
National Park crashed into
Kalaghar dam allegedly in the first
week of October, has been se.zec

According to CorbettiPark offi-
cials the Kalaghar dam accident}
was not reported by the Airways
because these helicopters have!
been tresspassing and bringing in!
poachers or tourists into the park
On December 21 the police ar

No permission was given
The submerged helicopter,

park officials maintain, was the
one seen in the area in October
With the water level of the dam
receding towards the end of the
year, the chopper could be sighted

the Inngation Department, hired
two trucks and two boats through
Onental Insurance, their agents
in Delhi, entered the park and
retneved the helicopter from
Kalaghar dam
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MAGNUM REGULAR I?
MAGNUM REGULAR EN

MAGNUM REGULAR IN

MAGNUM TAX SAVING.

MAGNUM TAX SAVENC

The Magnu.:
MAGNUI

or the release

A Pure Growth ScDevelopment News

Aitractive Benefit
Tax Sa:

seen as valuable evidence of a The next day a search party of

DELHIWEATHER*
The premier national park of

ORECAST FOR WEDNES

a

# Mutual fusnci



>

J

am
ie

crore gy
qawhich
crore It
hon of this } ;

more from
ala through

ite much»

there Wstila
his
indPozhayur

*"

only money'
ved Kerala

'

them with .

ponses Ex
could sense

potlight to
us Govern

Tying need
2-of livel a
y hunger &
else couldp
re of the

upport to.

view
the UP"
the RSS
xtbooks
und and"
| histor ¢

foreign
like the .
» Duro'

TEC

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 9 1992 Development News

f
staggering 3 lakh illiterate people

2

Our record on

the development
front has been
dismal - the only
silver lining
being the literacy
programme The
National Litera

cy Misston
which came into
existence in
1988 has done a

commendable

job in identifying
key persons and

NGOs in every corner of the coun

try and setting alight the torch for

literacy
For four years while govern

ments came and went the Mission

pursued its task relentlessly There

was a sense of euphoria when Kera

la became the first totally literate

Atate in the country Other districts

and states followed suit Pon

dicherry became fully literate last

November and Goa 1s 90 per cent

literate Five districts of West Ben

gal are well into post literacy prog
rammes and in another five districts

the campaign ts on At present

literacy programmes are on in 165

districts all over the country
In recognition of the tremendous

job it has done in literacy India

received three UNESCO awards for

literacy in as nfany years In 1990

Kerala Shastra Sahitya Parishad

which led Ernakulam into literacy
received the $35 000 King Seyong
award in 1991 the West Bengal
Government received the Nema

award and this year the King Se

yong award has been bagged by

Puduvai Arivohi Iyakkam the NGO
at the forefront of the literacy move

ment in Pondicherry
Alay though the going has be

come tougher over the last year
Various hurdles are being placed in

the way of committed workers Poli

by Usha Rai

tics 1s rearing its ugly head The

mass movement through jathas to

motivate people for literacy ts seen

by politicians as a direct threat to

their survival
In states where literacy has taken

roots politicians find themselves

marginalised and are therefore un

happy with the hteracy programme

They see distinct advantages in

keeping people dull driven mute

and subservient Literacy has even

become a bone of contention in

Centre State relations

A sub committee of the Natronal

Development Council was set up
for

literacy but since it 1s headed by

Kalyan Singh the Chief Minister of

UP - not a very senior politician
himself Arjun Singh and Jyot: Basu

did not attend its two meetings

Literacy activists have been ac

cused of being former card hol

ders subversive and disruptionist

elements anti nationals linked

to militants Even NLM director

general Lakshmi Dhar Mishra who

eats walks and sleeps literacy has

not been spared The Tamil Nadu

Education Minister at the last

meeting of the Central Advisory
Board of Education said We have

received a very serious complaint
that voluntecrs engaged for this

work are attempting political pro

selytising particularly in place like

Kanyakumami district where some

ex card holders have been engaged
as volunteers
The reason for the complaints he

said was wrong selection of the

NGO as the state resource centre

wrong Selection of the chief coordi

nator and misplaced sympathy of

some bureaucrat in charge of the

programme at the Centre No one

protcsted at 'he r usters com

ments and this statement has gone
Into the minutes of the CABE

Literacy- the
back

In Pondicherry the Science

Forum which organised Puduvai

Arivoli [yakkam the movement for

light of knowledge has been ac

cused of being anti patnotic What

has irked the Chief Minister of

Pondicherry as well as the Speaker
Is a song in the post literacy primer
which asks freedom for the country
but why poverty for us So angry
were the politicians that they
wanted that the nteracy at o9

be disbanded

+

The Congress the DMK and the

AIDMK wanted to remove teachers

who were science forum activists

and to punish the education secret

ary the director of public mstruc

tion and others Though Lieute

nant Governor Harswaroop Singh
intervened he was not able to pre
vent the transfer of the officers Nor

was the primer allowed to be

printed
OF the 2 500 post literacy centres

that were to be set up only 500 ae

in place Currently the ChiefMinis

ter of Pondicherry is adamant that

he and not a representative of

Arivoli Iyakkam should be spent to

Spain to receive the UNESCO h

tericy award
The impact of the literacy prog

ramme in Pondicherry was visible

Neo literate women launched a

programme to check boot legging
when a health worker did not arrive

for the immunisation programme
and whe at times pi blic taps did

not work people compla

got the work dont
Tamil Nadu education

Ranganaikam accused t

working for literacy of bei

sirable elements having !

nections The Tamil Nad
ment sought to remove t

Gyan Vigyan Samiti cooru
Venkatesh Athreyaih ©

versity in Tr chy
Qudsia Gandhi and *

Chungat collectors ot

il recently it was not easy
for Laxmi an illiterate beedi

worker to keep a correct

count of the number of beedis she

rolled during a week She tried to

Maintain an account of sorts in

yher head which often resulted in

her getting duped of her nghtful

earnings by the beed: factory prop

can now kcep a tab on the amount

of work she does and even check

whether the sum being deducted

from her wages 1s being credited to

the provident fund account

Laxmi 1s not the only such person to

benefit from the total literacy

\ampaign which concluded in the

prth Telangana district of Niza

ly imparted the three Rs to a

in the 36 mandals and three munt

cipalities of the district Of these

neo | terates beedi
of whom

workers
we wonen

account for a lakh
The district has already embarked

On a post literacy programme and

will probably be declared fully
literate on November 1 the State

formation day
What ts the reason for the success of
the hiteracy programme in Nizama

N

bad when similar programmes
launched in other districts are

being implemented in a humdrum

manner ? One need not look very
far behind every success 1s a

stritegy and in this case it 1s the

volunteers that hive made the

programme successful
The success 1s not because of the

money spent but on account of
the commitment We realised

people are not going to learn

through inducements so we

offered none says Nizamabad

District Collector Binoy Kumar
Of course attracting the masses to

the world of letters has not been an

easy task in the absence of incen
tives especially in a district where

the literacy rate 1s 35 per cent as

compared to 45 per cent im the

State and 52 per cent in the

country
Initially the becdi workers were not

Nizamabad's success sto
receptive to the idea of learning
as they felt things would not

change even if they knew how to

read and write The managements
were also opposed to the drive as

they were worried about work

being affected

Sustained arguments relieved them

of their apprehensions however

and today most of the 80 beed
karkhanas 1n the district have be

come seats of learning

eople who have bene-

fited from the campaign
are making sure their chil-
dren attend the school. .

I am glad I started learmng It 1s

now easy for me to read the

name plate on buses and know
what my children are studying at

school says Manemma a worker

at a beed: karkhana at Yedapally

NK Wasif

Wye ,

village
>

Right from the start
the programme was
task Finding voluntec

ly in rural areas wa

more so when it cam
Nevertheless the aut!

aged to put togcthe
45 000 voluntee s

along with a host of

organisations and OT

from various
ments succecded ir
near mpossible te it

Occasionally the te

ran into rough we

clashes between tn

Naxalites Once Ni:
the jeep of a Dn
Officer AV Jose

pur village The re

was enough to sc

literates from schor

However fora char

dropped their

approach and talk
into participating :

M

15 Over just a year Akshara

At crossroads in Bengal
i sharam 9U 1s a resident of

Kandua a faceless village tn

Midnapore district. Married
almost in childhood she lost her
husband at 16 Life has been a bitter

struggle for her but on the last leg
of her long innings Usharanz feels

she must do something to bring
some zest to her life
And so she has embarked upon

acquiring lteracy If only I could
have learned at an early age

Sachin Das 49 1s a small time

coal dealer and a resident of Ulta

danga near Calcutta For him liv

ing always has meant learning to

overcome odds to make money
This life did not allow him to edu

cate himself

by Malabika Bhattacharya

now underway in West Bengal Ab
out 56 lakh people spread across

Burdwan -Midnapore Hooghly
Birbhem and Bankura districts have

acquired literacy
The National Literacy Mission 1s

impressed by the Bengal program
me As against the Rs 70 per head

the rest of the nation spends on

spreading literacy the Missions

programme 1s costing the State just
Rs 50
This can be attributed to the

wider participation of volunteers

despite almost nil monetary ex

pectations Says RS Mathur a

member of the Mission s executive

committee We must preserve the

literacy centre in a village provides
an excellent opportumity for mass

contact on a sustained basis It

comes handy in heading off supersti
tion sharpening minds and at va
rious stages spreading a political
message

It would be naive to assume that

the ruling Marxists are trying to

stuff the semi literate or illiterate

villagers with Marxist ideas though
as the villagers lack the requisite
mental rigour to grasp the nuances

of political teachings
What 1s actually significant is the

narrowing of the gap between the
full time party worker parti

cipating in the implementation of

the programme in the district and

the beneficiary of the programme
e fe

themselves with the literacy prog
ramme and their energies are being

put to productive use

Says Dhritin Chakraborty a pols
tical observer It 1s amazing how

educated unemployed people are

being put to managing human re

sources hitherto neglected Going
by reports from the targeted dis

tricts it must be said that the

average voluntary trainer is em

ployed at a daunting job as he 15

discharging his responsibilities un a

highly political state where every

public welfare issue is put under the

microscope
Also, it must be noted that he 1s

operating in rural India where vio
lent political elements fun

damentalists casteists and petty

politicians are opposed to welfare

projects Accoraing to Rayashree
Biswas a fiteracy movement work
er There are villages where people
often object to clubbing of Hindu

vhs

Aysha: A
flashback

by KA Anthony

HE hitcraes
tum in Mac
district ha

achieved total lite

gone unchallenger
had also achicveu
by the State Gc
plaints of bung
camprugn

MP is among
Iiteracy just 4.
(1991 census) 7

femic in the

respectivel/
The BJP Govysha Chelakkadan the 60
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FROM AHMEDABAD BANGALORE BARODA BOMBAY CHAND GARH CO DELH HYDERABAD KOCH KOZH KODE MAg
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4 pilgrims
killed in
bus blast
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR Four persons were
k led on the spot wh e another 55

persons were ser ous y njured when
a strong tme bomb exp oded na
Jammu bound bus at Ma kpur near
Pathankot on Monday morn ng
The Jammu and Kashmr state

transport bus from Amr tsar eft
Pathankot c ty bus stand at about
90 am

Hardly 20 mnutes had passed
that the bomb y ng beneath a seat
exploded k Il ng all the tour passen
gers on the seat Those k lled cou d
not be dentfed because ther
bodes were bown off and ther

é lmbs ay scattered over n area of
F 54 yards

Accord ng to the po ce bus occu

temple n Katra are? of the Jammu
d str ct
The po ce suspected the m tants

may have p anted the bomb when
the bus ha ted at Pathankot c tv bus
stand to jeopard se Punjab govern
ments move to rentroduce te
even ng bus serv ce

Pak troops open
fire in Poonch
JAMMU Pakstin troops re

sorted to unprovoked trng at 10
forward pos t ons n the border ds
tr ct of Poonch on Sunday even ng
Accordng to offca reports

Pak stan troops resorted to frng
when Indan securty forces ob
jected to d gg ng of trenches at the
no mans land near the Lne of
Actual Control
Small arms fre were exchanged

for over e ght hours but n some
sectors t was continu'ng nter

tently on Mondav also
No one was nyured from the

Ind an s de,sHowever he Pak sta
I s were seen carry ng three bod es
he.reports sad @ UNI

METRO
CPWD men boycott
offices

NATION
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY Cea
sky
The max mum tempe ature on Monday

was 35 5 degrees C (95 9 degrees F) 1

degree O above norma and mnmum
21 3 degrees C (70 3 degrees F) 1 degree
G below norma
The max mum elat ve hum d ty for the

past 24 hours was 72 per cent and he
mnmum 26 per cent
The sun sets on Tuesday at 6 09 pm

and rses on Wednesday at 614 am
The moon sets on Tuesday at 8 03 p m

and rses on Wednesday at 1013 am
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Checking Bangladeshi influx

CMs endorse I-cards
for border districts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI

HE CONFERENCE
of Chief Ministers of
States affected by
illegal migration from

Bangladesh on Monday
favoured a Central legisla
tion to issue identity cards to
residents of border areas in
order to check the influx of
refugees It wanted the pro
cess to be expedited taking
into consideration the views
of the State Governments
The conference expressed grave

coicern at the cont nu ng arr val of
m grants from across the border
wh ch posed serous probems n
clud ng demographc changes The
partc pants were also concerned
about the conn vance of some orga
nsatons neludng one fact on of
the ULFA wth the refugees They
felt the problem should be dealt
w th both at the pol t cal as well as
adm n strat ve levels

It was felt that the Border Secur
ty Force and the Mob le Task Force
should be further strengthened The
Prevent on of Inf Itrat on of Fore
gners (PIF) Act should also be
strctly mplemented they sad
Over and above the adm n stra

tve steps t was felt the ethn c ind

cultural sm artes rendred the
dentfcaton of legal m grants
very dffcult and people r border
areas w II havc to be extra v g lant to
check the Hega mgraton They
should be aware of the consequ
ences of the cont nu ng nflux

Some of the de cg tes from north
east po nted out that they faced a
b gger problem from ne ghbcur ng
Myanmar and that the Chakma re

fugees should also be deported as
soon as poss ble
The conference supported steps

taken by the Centre for strengthen
ng the BSF ncludng ts water
wng construct on of border roads
and fenc ng of the border str ct\ sa

regulat ons and computer sat on of
vsa control system
The Ch ef M 1sters were howev

er apprehens ve of the fact that
putt ng up barr cades was verv d ff
cult because of the uneven terran
They sa d the Home M ster should
talk to dfferent part es and dcc de
collect vely

West Bengal Ch ef M n ster Jyot
Basu whose State faces the max
mum brunt of the flux as t s used
as a corr dor was of the v ew that
the Government must ntreduce
reg straton of the Bangladesh
natonas wth the Fore gn Res
dents Reg strat on Off ce (FRRO)
He favoured ea ly ccmplet on of
border roads and strengthen ng ot
patroll ng
Mr Basu sid the Government

should take up the matter eftect ve
ly w th Bangladest but the human
aspects should not be lost s ght of
wh le dea ng wth the prob em
He wanted the Governcnt to have a
clear assessment of the extent of the
problem

In hs openng remarks Home
MnsterSBChava adm tted t was
very dffcult to m he a rea stc
est mate of the extent of Ilegal
mgraton He sad there was no
deny ng the fact that the problem
had assumed very serous dmen
sons and h d Jed to a iumber of
nter related soc al cultural econo
mc and polt cal prob cms
The Bome Mnister sad the

Central Government s fully con
s ous of the f ct that t has to plav an

mportant role n strengthen ng the
surve llance patrol ng of the bor
der anc extend ng support to the
State Governments for strengthen
ng ther machnery for detect on
and deportaton of Ilegal ng
ants
The Work ng Group on Border

Manage nent set up by the Mns
try had made a deta ed study of the
border m inagemcnt respons b I t es
of the BSF he told the confere ice

He sad the Government also
attached hgh prorty to the con
Struct on of 1wtwork of roads and
barbed fencno along the Ind»
Bangladesh borde
He talked of verstay of Bang

> p9col 5

@ 20 PAGES Rs 2 30

In clear violation of rulesPOLLUTION

PSUs deployed huge sums in Stanchart
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI In a major revela
ton offic als of the Standard Char
tered Bank told the Jont Par
lame itary Com n ttee prob ng the
stock market scam that several pub
lc sector undertak ngs had de
ployed hundreds of crores of rupees
na Stinchart scheme s m lar to the
Portfolo Management Scheme n
1991 n clear v olat on of the rules
operit ng at the t me
Stanchart off als also adm tted
response to ponted quest ons

from the JPG that the bank s Lon
don off ce was alerted as far back as

September 1990 by one of ts own
oftc als n Bombay about ser ous
nfr ngements of bank ng rules by
Stanchart s Merchant Bank ng D v
son
The banks Ass stant D rector n

charge of rsk management Mr
Prakash Yard had wr tten a con
fdent al note to hs superors n
London on September 10 1990
warn ng them that the bank could

be hauled up by RBI for w fully
nfrngng regulatory provs ons
Ths revelat on s nsharp contrad c
t on to the stand taken by Stanchart
off c als that London had no dea of
the wrongdongs commtted in
Bombay
Stanchart offc als who were in

terrogated by the JPC for the second
tme on Monday for nearly fve
hours adm tted that the bank had
given an unsecured loan of Rs 15
lakh to the Attorney General of
India Mr G Ramaswamy
The Ind an Ra Iway F nance Cor

poraton Ind an O} Corporat on
HUDCO HDFC Koch n Ret ner
es and IDBI are among the PSUs
whch deployed huge sums of
money durng 1991 n Stanchart s
Customer Cash Depost Scheme
wh ch accord ng to JPC members
was a tholy dsgused verson of
the Portfol o Management Scheme
H ghi ght ng ths fact at hs press

br ef ng on Monday the JPC Char
man Mr Ram N was Mrdha sad t
was very clear that Stanchart was

rece ving money firm PSUs well
before PSUs were allowed to deploy
money n the Portfol o Management
Schemes of fore gn banks
It was only n the eg nn ng of

1992 that the M n stry of Industr es
ssued instructions allow ng PSUs to
deploy funds n Portfolo Manage
ment Schemes
Read ng out from a st provided

by Stanchart of funds depos ted by
PSUs n the CCD Scheme between
Apr 1 1991 and May 1992 Mr M
dha dsclosed that IRFC had de
ployed as much as Rs 500 mllon n

Manmohan under fire again
Pll

one nstalment and Rs 280 mllon
some days later IOC had deployed
Rs 101mlion n one instalment and
Rs 103 millon na second nstal
ment wh le HUDCO had deployed
over Rs 193 millon

It s also learnt that IDBI de
ployed funds in Stancharts CCD
scheme to the tune of Rs 340 m ll on
n one nstalment and Rs 1974

million n another nstalmept Goa
Shippyard and Bhar Caustc also
deployed substant al funds w th
Stanchart under ths scheme
In another major development

Stanchart off cials adm tted before
the JPC that Mr Yardi had wr tten
to the banks London offce on
September 10 1990 h ghl ghting
ser ous rregularities comm tted by
the Dvson
JPC sources told ENS that Mr

Yard nformed hs supenors that
transactons aggregatng loan
amounts of Rs 833 97 m ll on had
been structured and executed n the
Merchant Bank ng D vs on w thout
hs pror knowledge and w thout
follow ng the bank s cred t approval
procedures
Mr Yard warned the London

offce that as a result of these
actons the bank not only stood
potent ally exposed to f nancial r sks
but was also flouting the regulat ons
of the RBI He po nted out that f
there was an nspect on by the RBI
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Rao discusses terrorism,
reforms with French PM
by R Sasankan

PARIS The ssue of terror sm
Pak stans nucear capab ty Ind
as econom c reforms aid measures
to boost b latera trade and econo
mc reat ns fgured 1 the taks
between the Ind an Pr me M n ster
Mr P V Niras mha Rao and the
French Prme Mnster Mr Perre
Beregovoy
W thout referr ng to Pak stan or

any part cu ar terrorst group the
Indan Prme Mnster tod hs
French counterpart th t the terror
sm sweep ng across the world was a
matter of great concern Mr Brrego
voy agreed wth hm and sad t
ca led for a soluton at the globa
level

Talk ng to med a persons after he
came out of the French Pr me
Monsters offce Mr Nar smha
Rao sa d he was mmensely sat st ed
w th the ta ks
Mr Rao outlined the economc

reforms and mantaned that they
had begun yeldng results He
wanted the trade and econom c rela
tons between the two countr es
enhanced
Accord ng ta a spokesperson the

Indan Prme Mnster ashed Mr

the development n the European
Commun ty over the move for a
Un fed Europe The French Pr me
Mnster mantaned that an open

cussed betwcen the
M nsters

during hs three day hectc sche
dule France s keen to rev ve
ts offer to supply iuclear reactors

two Pr
gre

to Inda Accord ng tc h ghly placed
dplomate source [2 cu also
keen to collabo ate wth Irda r

defence related areas on a long
term bas s

Despite the Fiench Government s
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Unfed Europe was negcapable py me Mn ster Naras mha Rao reviews a guard of honour on hs
He assured Mr Rao that such a

Europe woud not be a fortress
The spokesperson decl ned to go

nto the specfcb lateral ssues ds

arr val at the Orly arport n Pars on Monday at the start of his
three day offic al vst to France He was rece eved by the French
minister for fore gn trade Bruno Dur ux who s seen in the

background

Appropriation Bill passed

Janardhana to quit today
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI Andhra Pradesh
Ch ef Min ster N Janardhana Reddy
w res gn from his post on Tues
day Congress spoxesman V N Gad
21 tod journal sts on Monday
Mr Gadg sa d the modal t es for

success on would be decded by
pirty pres dent and Pr me Mnster
P V Naras mha Rao These had not
yet been worked out he sad
Party sources sa 5 Mr Rao d d not

want to exhbt undue haste and
ntate the process of svlect ng a
successor t Il ar tha 1a Reddy had
actually subm tted his res gnat on to
the Governor The res gnat on
could not be stbmtted because
Andhra Pradesh Governor Kr shan
Kant s away and would be return
ig to Hyderabad on Tuesday
Meanwh le the State Leg slat ve
Assembly was xdjourned s ne de
after the House passed the cruc al
Appropriat on BH 1992 virtually
pav ng the way for change n the
leadersh p of the State a report
from Hyderabad sa d
Though Janardhana Reddy had

sought the permsson of P me

ster to qut ast week specula
tons galore n the AICO whether
the Chef Mnster woud actually
submt hs res gnaton When ques
toned about ths Mr Gadg] told
presspersons he (Chef Mnster)
has to res gn and he will res gn
The Pr me M ster d d not have a

meet ng wth senor party leader
G K Moopanar before leav ng for
Pars as expected Mr Moopanar
was tpped to meet Mr Rao and
work out how the success on to be
organ sed
However Mr Rao was seen hav

ng a word w th Janardhan Pooyary
AICC general secretary ncharge of
Andhra Pradesh at Hyderabad
House where hs Cab net and party
colleagues had come to see h m off
early in the mornig Mr Pooyary
later requested Mr Moopanar to
stay on n the Cap tal t Il the Pr me
Mnster return on Wednesday
Mr Naras mha Rao s warm hand

shake wth Unon Law Mnster
V jay Bhaskar Reddy at Hvderabad
House also sparked off speculat on
durng the day Mr Reddy has
emerged as a frontrunner n the race
for the chef mnstershp

Informed sources sad Ra
jasekhara Reddy MP who has
been lobby ng hard for h mself
m ght also come around to accept
ng Mr Bhaskar Reddy n the hope
that the vacancy n the Unon
Cab net caused by the ext of the
Law Mnster would mprove hs
prospects
The chances of Rayasekhara Red

dy are however remote say party
sources Though cons dered dyna
mc the diss dent leader s ne ther
acceptable to the Janardhana fac
ton nor aceptable to the other
groups in the party
The other ser ous contender n

the race s Ramachandra Reddy
monster n the State Government
He s reportedly Janardhana Red
dy s f rst preference as his successor

Janardhana Reddy attended the
Assembly on Monday and even
part c pated n the d scuss ons pre
ced ng the adopt on of the Approp
raton Bil However he was not
present when the House took up the
cons derat on of the B Il n the late
afternoon after the members had
sk pped the usual lunch break

by Usha Rai

NEW DELHI
MONTH and a haf after
ths newspaper broke the
story on large scae female

nfant c de n Salem d str ct of Tam
Nadu there s acknowledgement
that ths ghastly ev 1 does ex st But
ne ther the Central Government
wh ch funded the research nor the
State Government s dong very
much about t at present
Offcals of the socal welfare

mn stry of Tam! Nadu were more
worr ed that the large scale practge
of female nfantcde n a State
headed by a woman ChefM nster
and that too by someone as status
consc ous as Jayalal tha would tar
nsh her mage than about the ghast
ly soc al problem
The workshop that was to be

conducted by the two voluntary
groups that dd the survey the
Commun ty Servces Guld and
Adth at Namakal n the heart of
Salem d str ct so that the women of

the dstrct coud partc pate was
| tera ly h yacked by the State Gov
ernment and held n the secretar at
early ths month No journal st was
alerted about t eave alone nv ted
for t A grl from Frontl e dd
however manage to sneak 1

West Benga Bhar and Delh The
worst fears of the NGOs that n
stead of look ng at the prob em w th
senstvty and understand ng the
Government could come down tard
on the women were conf rmed when
a sen or bureiucrat at the meet ng
suggested that the mothers shou d
be dentfed arrested and charged
w th murder Immed ately there was
chorus of protests aid fortunately
the suggest on was dropped

the s gnals sent out by the
meet ng that the women should be
pun shed made the wonens
groups hde the tremendous ev
dence they have collected A bums
of photographs of women who
adm tted to hav ng killed not just
one but severa baby g rls were even

Ep
A baby girl who survived three atte npts to kill her

presented to Iidra Kumar mns
ter for socal welfare But after
gaugng the hirsh mood of the
Tam | Nadu Government they were
qu ck y taken back and destroyedV deo f lms made of women discus
sng nfantc de and adm tt ng to the
cr me have also been destroyed or
taken out of Tam! Nadu
Two co crete proposals dd

however emerge The women and
ch Id deve op nent department from
the Centre has agreed to run a
tran ng and employment program
me for the women of Salem The
State Government has agreed to put
Rs 2 000 na fxed depos t for the
second gril provded the fam ly
accepts fam ly plann ng The money
wil be g ven to the g rl when she 5

20 A huge hoard ng at the entrance
to Marna Beach shows a beat fc
Jaya altha and says Pen sh shu
vada pa thadopo (our governmentwll stop nfant c de)
Indran Snha of the Calcutta

based Sanlaap sad the number of
cases of nfant c de was phenomen
al A group of 21 women from one

Infanticide: Govt frets about Jaya's image
v llage adm tted to 39 cases of nfan
tcde A lambad woman adm tted
to kllng 10 What s more there s
ev dence to show that t carefully
p anned

Tn add t on to the po sonous herb
uces gven to the babes women
begn hoard ng sleep ng plls and
other stroig med c nes wth whch
they can k Il the baby from the t me
they are pregnant They tell the
doctors they are unable to sleep or
ask for med cnes for hgh fever

In a spec fc case the mother of a
baby (n the pcture) adm tted to
adm n ster ng three sleep ng p ls to
the nfant n her frst attempt to k Il
her When the ch dddnotde she
sad she gave her 10 sleep ng p Ils
She st ll dd not de so she gave her
koduvanthaz} a the po sonous
herb When the baby st Il surv ved
she dec ded to keep the baby
Her husband s unhappy about

th s and has stopped talk ng to her
Because she had not fed the baby
for so long the mother s m Ik dr ed
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Two girls
poisoned to
death in

Nand Nagri
EXPRESS NFWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI Ap ent re fam ly
was po soned on Sundav n ght at a
house n Nand Nagr n north east
Delh Twogrls an 8 vear old and
a6 year old ded soon afterwards
and unt! Monday afternoon ther
mother lay n hosp tal gasp ng for
breath
An 11 year old g rl however sur

v ved to narrate a horr fy ngtale a
storv at variance wth the polce
vers on
The womans husbard 44 vear

old Anand Swaroop wio ekes a

Ivng by o1ng clothes has bee
arrested by the pol ce
Pol ce cla med Swarcop de ded

to getrdofh famly w fe and
three of hs four daughters be
cause he dscovered that hs w fe
had Ilct relat ons w th a bus con
ductor and had stayed away from
home for three days last week
But Swaroop s 11 year old daugh

ter Saroy who spat out the
po soned barf ven to her on Sun
day nght has a dftere1 story to
narrate Accord ng to Saroy t was
not Swaroop but Meena her 35

year old mother who fed b ts of the
barf to everybody n the fam ly
except Saroj s eldest s ster 15 year
old Seema

The man (Meenas paramour)
who used to come home and r eet
mother n fathers absence
threatened to k Il her f she dd not
gve us the barf alleged Saroy
The polce however sad the

daughters by sh ft ng the blame on
the r mother were try ng to sh eld
the father
The trag c nc dent took place late

on Sunday n ght at House B 4/382 n
a congested part of Nand Nagr
While Saro) surv ved her two ss
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Arrest warrants
against Farook's
son, relatives

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THANJAVUR Arrest warrants

have been ssued aganst the son
nephew and brother of Unon
Mnster MOH Farook for ther
fa lure to appear n court on Mon
day to rece ve cop es of th. charge
sheet nthe Iict1quor tr nsporta
ton case
May laduthura judcal mags

trate T Sinkaral noam ordered the
ssue of warrants as the acc ised
Mr Sha ahan son of Mr Fircok
Mr Saleem son of Mr Farook s
brother M O H Udhuman and the
Mnsters brother Mr OHI
qbal were not presert n the court
when the case was called Ther
advocates also were not ava lable n
the court because of the one day
st ke by lawyers (Advocates
throughout Tam! Nadu and Pon
d cherry stayed awav from ourts on
Monday n protest aga nst the delay
n fling up nne vacances n the
hgh court three n the r bunals
and many more n the subord nate
courts
The mag strate also ordered the

ssue of arest warrait aga nst
Mr Chnnasamy who had loaded
the Il cit quor bottles ito the van
owned by the Farook fam ly
Of the nne accused n the case

five appeared n the court on Mon
day but the charge sheet could not
be g ven to them as all the accused
were not present n the court

Ambient air quality
at B S Z Marg
(ITO intersection)
Fight hours average value

On Sep 24 1992 Measured Value

Parameter
inug/m3 to tom
Sulphur
dioxide
(S09) 18 31

ww Oxide of
Nitrogen
(NOg) 75 86

we Carbon
monoxide seco
(co) 1832 3870

ce Suspended
Particulate
Matter(SPM) 403 748

167 feared killed as PIA
plane crashes in Nepal

Pak stan The arcraft was beheved to Span ards 12 Dutch 12 Pak sta
have crashed 15 km south of nis 10 Itahans 10 NepaleseInternat onal A rl nes (PIA) ar

three Brtsh two Swiss twobus A 300 crashed near Bhatte Kathmandu
Danda n Nepal on Monday w th In Karach PIA confrmed the Bangladeshis and one Japanese
all 167 people aboard bel eved to crash of the arcraft A PIA an off al said
be dead the Home Mnstry announcement sad the plane According to hm there were
announced over state rad o 31 Pakistanis includ ng 12 crewcrashed just s x minutres before
A land search party nelud ng ts scheduled land ng at Kath aboard the plane

pol cemen and v llagers reached mandu a rport The offic al said the nat onah
the crash s te close to Kathman The plane wh ch I eft Karach ties of 66 trans t passengers who
du arport the homemnstry on time had been due at Kath yo ned the fl ght n Karachi were
sad mandu Internat onal A rport at not yet known although an air

Ine source who dd not want toThe arbus s 15> passengers 2 40 pm and lost contact w th
and 12 crew memters were all the a rport when t was about 25 be ident fied said they were all
feared to! have been k Iled n the kms south of Kathmandu an foreigners
crash tl mnostry sad arport source sad A hst ssued by PiAs Kath
An offf c anndur cement over PIA s Karach offe also pub mandu offce sad at least 52

state teameresady Ist of ¢
A passengers were Nepalese n

membe
lished a part al

clud ng sen or police offcerany sur nat onal t es of the passengers on
¥ vors board the plane neludng 29 Rupak Sharma @AFP

dest ned

Rao wi have a uncheon meet

Beregovoy for hs percept on about

P 15

Some 50 people attended the


