W, Ledochouski,

Criasaders all over tiieworld have heard with qorraw mf Lﬁéhaegtﬁ.
6L their first Director-General, Very Rev, Fr, ' : e
cnowskl, the General of the Society of Tesus,
of December a cablegram had been rﬂ"eived from
indergone a gurgical operation and fa d . been gi
sacraments. Later news, howefer, said tha
of raLlJLu“ Bat his old, battered frams, for long
many allments and yet ever taxed to the utmost limit, had al
Eiaﬁf lt elf out in the service of the Master. The end
pea on Sundays 13th, December,

#lodimir Ledochowski was born of abohle Polish family at
Loosdorf in Lower Austria on October 7th.,, 1865, After finigh-
ing his higher education in Vienna, he joined the Grand Seménary
of Tarnow in Galicia, «nd s on proceeled to the Cerman College,
Rome, to ntinue his tourses in the Gregorian University. At the
age ' of 23, after taking the Doctor's degree in philosophy and
before being ordained, he decided to join the Soeclety of JTesus,
and go ;”'»?7ﬁ tuua}thLLub at Starawies for the Province of
Galicia, O ! the novitiate, he spent four yes i
Cracow to f@tﬁ )h uL? studies in philosophy and theodogy. In
e was orduained priest, and in '95-95, he made the t#ird yea
probation at Tarnapol, Thus in an unusually brief space of
years his Jesuit training was completed, and he mame to Cracow
to join the staff of the magazine "Iniversal Review® publishe
by the Polish Jesuits, In 1901, he pronoinced the solemn
pﬁife”*iﬂﬂ, kud became the Provinecial of Galicia, 3 i
later, he came to Rome to he the "Asgisbant for Germany”, that 18,
the spegial deLQO: to“the General in the governnment of six Prowis-
ag in j Ter xﬂuj. Du the death of Fr, Werng, YVi, Teauld

Gener 1 Fespaary 1lth., 1915, .,

e = e

Pie history of his work dlvln& the folloWLno 23 yeari.g
ol the history of the Society of Jesus and of tie Char,

1¢ and it would not be possible to suusarize it here, Bit the
srusaders shoild not forget that thelr young agsociation owes
all that it is to the cn.ot ant encouragement and to the wise guls
dance he Em,” been giving either persomally or through tie Frovin-g
cials to the Luudl aL: ctors of the Apostlesghip of Prayer, He 158 @
indeea Dbe a man Jtu@ the scenes; the Crusaders themselves railcky
heard of him, But their directors knew well his inspiring personali®
ty. He has ever been watching, guiding, and exhorting the Crusade,
every now and then suggesting some new method of profress, or ob-
taining for the Criupaders fresh spiritual favoirsand blessings fronm
the Holy Father, and &17%j euGOICH’L’d zeal and initiative where
ever it was found, In 1932, for the sake of greater uniformity and
more intimate union among the variois Crusade centres of the world,
he ap Diﬂfﬁi a special General Secretary for the Crusade in addition
to the Dele e Director General of the Apostleship of Prayer. Mo
wonder Luen ”Te‘ the $f1&31d5, thaough bagan only aft er Fr, Ledocnod=
gki became Ger already has a membership of over four milliong,
and forms (to q;)tﬂ the words of Pope Pius XI) "a select body of
poldiers working og Jrflllv for the expansion of the Kingdom of
Christ, and 101r13u11 themgelves with the Racharistiec e

Fr, Ledochowski has now gone away form our midst, Wahile praying
for the repose of his goil, lef us also thank God for havigg used
him as the instriment for so mugh good, and let us resolve ©0 Ty
on the work of the Crusade with all our energy.







Part of a brief biographical study. i

Wlodimir Ledochowski was born of a noble FPolish famil} on the
/th, of October, 1866, at Loogdorf in the diocese of St. Hippol-
tus, iﬂiower Austria. His fTather was €ount Antoine Ledocnowsﬁl,
and’' his mother Countess Salis de Zizers; of Swiss ori?in, of the
family of St. Francis.:

(Many of the qualities which shone so eminently in' the future
General were to some extent characteristic of the Ledochowsky fami-
lys CoxntﬂAntoLne's father nadAbeena prominent political figure
in hig native Russian PAland, and the alien governmént finding him
too powerful a foe, had exiled him afﬁer one of the frequent
outbursts of the national spirit. It was thus Bhat Count’ Antione
happened to settledown in Lower Austria.‘Tne-famlly had many ! bran-
ches scattered in various parts of ﬁfu@pe, chiefly in -.Galicla and
Austria where Polish Catholic¢ism thrived best.! There were some
evenﬁﬁ distant France; an elderly cousin of Wladimir ﬁas Colonel

Ledochowski who joined theParis military school of Sai Pin
w?ﬁgg“anfiiiger ﬂ;ﬁﬁaﬁﬁrllbgﬁﬁiz%€¢Cf}inubﬁwiﬁr"‘i“pw” Aotue T
xanhing made itn g family name illustriious was Miecislas’Cardinal ~
Ledochowski, the uncle of Wlodimir, As Archbishop @f Gnesen-IPosen

he offered a heroic resistante to Bismarck and quman protestan~
tish in order to uphold religious instruetion xm to the Polish
people, Threats and fineg could not intimidage him and 'in‘ 1874,

he was siezed and imprisoned, While in the dungeon of ‘Ostrowo, -the
[Pope made him a Cardinal, Two. years' later the .government released
him from prison, but banished him ' from the country. In: 1892,

he max became Prefect of the Propaganda, an office . in which he

did much splendid work for the missions,unuil his death ten years

Wlodimir Ledochowski .did -his early classical studies-in an
academy for nobles in Vienna known as 'Theresianum'!. On finishing

hig course here he gpent one year studying for the law, and then
£ v y =

decided to join the ecclesiastical kzx state, and entered the]

Grand-Seminary of Tarnow in Galicid. [At Tarnow the suvay was brief,

After two years 0f theological studies; he proceeded 'to Rome to

B




attend lecture® x at the Gregorian Jniversity run by/ the Jesdéis,
and had himself enrolied in the German and Hungarian College .
on October 256th., 1887, Another two years were spent in Rpme,
dUIing which time he tookthe Doctor's degree ﬂﬁﬁﬂLOgOphj.iIt

had been a brilliant career all through, and at Rome, 4in the
inspiring vicinity of his uncle, thYe great Cardinal and con-
.fessor of the faith, the future promised to be more brilliant
gtill, But at this time God seems to have kx shown to him that

hig true vocation was not g life of ecclesiastical honours,

but a dedicated life of a humble religious in the Sociegy of

A
o, i
Iesgg@éAt theend of the academic year 1889, he pa@e_what he

'sapéoééd a lasting farewellﬂto Rome and on Septehber¥é4tn;J;
joined the novitiate of the Galician Provinee at Starawies in
Poland.

The next few years were spent in the comparative obscurity of
;a Jesuit in trgining; but in the case of Wledimir Ledochowski the

period was exceptionally:brief. Tor an average young man who jains

T "?Fié~7‘f\:ﬁa e close of nis secilar stidies - & period o
8. The first tw%/ years are

novicegshipg The candidate is given an intensive tralning.in the
exercigeg of religious life and in the ﬁ%pirit proper to tne So-
siety of JeSAS,Kénd at-the close of theperiod he pronoancesAtne
Nfirat! voﬁg; The next two or tnree years, called the "juniorate",
.are devotea to the study of the classical languages, literature and
the sciences, andafterwards another three years to Scholascic
Philosophy. Then there is usually a break of three or meore years
during which the young Jesuit goes to a school or college as a
teacher or prefect. After this once more he goes back to his books
for four years and devotes his whole attention to the sgered science
of Theology, and is ordained a priest. . The training is not yet
over, One nore year he 'spends in prayer and recollection - "the
third year of probation"; as it is called —5 X
ritual 1life, to make himself 'an instrument united.to Godijbefore
he is launched on his life's work in =k schoadl or parigh or where-

—

ever God's greater glory needs him. |At the end of the "third year!

>




he usually ‘proniounces ®xf the "last" wowsj ior ‘if he is to be
professed member of the Order, he waits till a period of seven=-

teen ymars since his entran e mxxXx shall have elarsea, and then

he pronounces the "foxr solemn VOWSs of nrofeqqlon"

Thig is the normam gourse; but exceptions are not ungeard
ok and Fr. L@dochowskl was a most singular exceptlon After

hig novitiate he Droceeaed to Fracow for the 1mmed1ate prepara-

-

tion for the prie sthood Tnere was no need of the CldSSlC&l sta-
dies of the "Juniorate", and Uhllogophv and tneolo gy ecould he

shortened to four years since he had done a bood deal alreadj
fOn June 10th., 1894, he recelved tﬂe sacerd "1 rdlnatlon at

e " I 1 -, 3 £/

’ é / w i gL

the hands of Pardlnal Ulna}eWSkl, Prlnce Plshop of Crﬁcow, and the
G : '{M. A
following year he went to Tarnapol in Gallciag Lwo hxndred miles

eastwar%j where he did ”thethifd "eafrof Drobatlon." Thus in
189), oﬁl} seven Jearg mftPr his J@”nlnb the ﬂOVltiate, Bis Je-
ﬁlLt +ra1ﬂ1nr was QOLHLPtOd,.&ﬂd he was at tle &lan?dl oi his
fit far ‘him,
Hls flrst apﬂOLﬁ,m@nt was a8 @ memoer of tvne stafgﬁof the Po-

A llqh p@rloalcal "Trzeglad Powezecnny" or "Tnlversal ?eVLeW" run
/ Sh

by tne Jesuits in hrabow vent14llv he became the Bditor of
the baber, the tlrst of tne series of reqponqlbLe ;oats he das
: ,,Tg,j,* ga,:q I e 1o ts Sl o K
to hoLd in tne %qolety tlll his deatn, a@d»also tne saJerlor OI
¢ [} £ g'- i" & A% ‘g R ¥ ’.‘i :‘:g‘b\ %Qa A u"j

thp 9851dencq anMiQQJ, h&deSma@P@%Bt&Q Rector of tﬁe-r%fﬂﬁ
5 7443 L G

Jesuit College in uracow {He remalnea ¢n thls noat only for a-

. t: tq l- f 2 “ j & .' ’, 4 "A't ,,:J'. 2 & p T R W UL
brlei perlod foru;nu$hew§@%}@w¢nghgear, @Fk ofILce of tu#%rov1n-

clial of Galicia beln vacant Hr, LedOChOWSkl, a#}et only twelve
years inxxnx a IeSJit, was nominated; On Qéth. March, 1901, though
the castoﬁafy.interval 6f éevengeen vyears was ndu‘completed, he
Was-aildwed to pronounce cné "Tour solemn vows of proféésion",

and on.the'same déy took ﬁp the Joverment of ‘the ﬁélician Pro-
vince, fir‘sxt with the titie of \fice-?rov1nc1al, and from 21st,

\.}
ebrxary, 1902 onwardq with the full powers of the Prov1nu1ali

: t,»-\er\a &Wméw«f gﬁ M’Skf :
In 19)0, he went to Rome take part in the Jeneral r‘ong,;regca,tJ.on
of the Oruer whlcn net to elect a successor to the Generalﬂ

e Hartin who had just died. quEinallar powe s oF administration




were: widely ‘known ewven then outsdigée his own Province, 80 thalg

though so short ime dm-the Society and just forﬁy years of age,
he was one of taoseiwno dbtained & large number of‘saffﬁages

for the @eneralshipj The person actually chosen was Fr, Werngz, the
eﬁinenf ﬁrofeéaor of Céﬁoh Law at fne Gregorian; blt Fr. Ledo-
chowski “found himséif attétcned to the Genefaf;s Cafié in the
importahﬁ post of "Assistant for Germany”é‘Tne Provinces of the
30016yy re grouped for prﬁjoseé of govefnment under a small
number df ﬁAssisfencies” = Fiye in ‘ajl at‘that ﬁime, that of
?ermany compriging the Provinces éf .erlany,.Axstria; 171 gium,
Galidia,vﬁollaﬁd and anQarj. ff was T'r. Ledochowskl's offiéce

to on tne special conqlltor o the General in matters concer-

nlng th@%e ix'Provinces. thtln ig recorded of his work during
the next nine years; the offéce of an Assistant is by its very

nature onqgf intense devotedness, but oﬁﬁéast pubkticity. Butb

these were years when he had the opportunity of# acguiring an

fate knowladre 6F the affsirs of bhne Society.
he had to make an official visitation of the six Provinces,
Yy which he obtained a personal knowleége of a good part of
the Society. All wno met nim during his tour keﬂt 3k1v1akeoollew—
tion of hia 1ine coxrtesy, irank cordlalltw,and qapernatlral
Qutlook, Taer@ was %omenaan dl%tl“CulVﬁ abo 1t tnekﬁatner Asglig-
: ; = e ( ;
tant - breddth of VlSlOﬂg tehwbltj of purpose, anda courage 1ln
ad vt M de°iuw
execa?lgni 3tartllnm magtery of detallq and Abo%e—all-a EXRZ
{A high awanCLatlon of the lerltlal valaeqf q1a11t1~s Wnlon
whaw@oaseﬁsed tawaws&rpaﬂsing»dﬁgree.

After tne death of Fr. Wernz, tne General Congregation met
agaln in Rome in 101), it wasﬁbt the least surprising to any oune
tnat When the Leotlonq took place on the 1lth. February, Fr.
L@aocnowskL was f01nd to have the req11reu ﬂaJOfle ot

2

suffrages ‘ﬂe was 1nde edi-one of the younge est wver cnosen Ior uae

2

&eneralshlp; but the qualities required by‘tne Pon titutions for

the General are not wge or influence, but "the hablt or 1intiuate

anion and f%mllLdPltf Nlth God in pmayer as well gs in all other

>




actions", exemplary virtue, devotedness to the Society and love
and sympathy towards all., The Fatwers electurs knew that the
person whom they nad>chosen possessed alLl tnese qualities in an
eminent degree. Thus on the feast of our Lady of Louraes, vegal
the long and fruitfal period of the Generalship of Fr. Ledochow-
ski%ks. It has been observed that there is a particular fitness
in this date - Fr, Ledochowski had been born on the feast of our
Lady of the Rosary; he had joined tne Society on the feast of

our Lady of Mercy; he pronounced the Vows of a professed member of

7%

the Society on our Lady's Annunciation; anynoﬁ alao/wnen he assumed

uand her special tutelage. Anticiapating a little,we
may observe here that one of his last official acts as General

was to obtain for the Order a special feast of our Lad) ' the
oL

title "Queen of the Bociety!.

TI dealingzg aboub- the Generalate is o faoliow
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HE KNEW NO FEAR
He knew no fear, Who but Fr, Michael Pro, S.d., the Mexican martyr? If he were

not as daring and fearless as he was, he might’ have' remained many hundreds of milés

away from the Mexican border. Instead he was to be found’Wherever danger was

. greatest, For several years he administered to the priritual needs of his people,

flouting all the ungddly laws of the persecuting government, On scores of occa-

sions he amost put his neck into the noose which is enemies had prepared for him;
>

his very fearlessness saved him,

One day he had arranged to say.Maés in a house in the suburbs of a Mexican city,
A goodm number of fervent Catholics had gathered inthe Eouse long Hefore the priest
was due. Arrangements had been médé withk the utmost secrecy; but-homehow the ene-
mies guessed mas that soméﬁhing %53 afoot. This was their chance. Theysppedily
despatched two xkidm soldiers to watch the house,

Fr. Pro came at the appointed hour. He wa séw the fﬁo uniforms; and his brain
began to work speedily. To enter meant certain capture; £o turn back meant yiel-
ding to fear,® abandoning the peoplé who were gathered in the house and perhaps
betraying himself, He prayed for cool nerves and quickly wakked up to the gate, PuﬁQ

ting on a look of official dignity, he wrote down the number ofk the house in

| 1 5
.‘(r—’?he——he:epeﬁeé—bfryves%—as- ;i:f'%@*ShOW*ﬁm‘fr Iys spWel

police badge - which of course was not there - and said in the tone of’a superior *

talking to subordinates: "There is big game here,!

The xmiidésbldiers saluted Fr. Pro, amt convinced that he was ohe of the bosses
of the secret police department, and allowed him to go in,

The people looked terror—strickeh when %heyx saw'him. How dared he éome there?
Captﬁre seemed imminent; he shoula hide behind a waxx® ward-robe, they.said. Fr.
Pro smiled and said: "We cannot be safer., The soldders are thexre to guard us."

But the people would not believe. For them Fr. Pro was too precious to be lost.
They painted out to the roof, "There is a way for you to escape,” they said.

He had come in as a C.I.D. officer, and would go out in the same capacity,
he said, Of course it was out of the question to say Mass on that day. He remained
in the house for a sufficiently long time to give to the muiiu soldiers the impres-
sion that the "boss" was making a thorough search of the house. Then he went out the
way he had come in. He received two magnificent military salutes, but‘deigned no
explanation tok them of his finds;

Another ti@e he was caught in a more difficult predicament. He was distribu-

ting Communion‘at a Eucharistic station., A servant suddenly rushed in crying:

,  Pokige." Yes, the police was there, and it was impossible for the priest to




"Be calm", said Fr. ?ro. "Hide your veils and disperse into the rooms. Re=
member,dead silence,"

Fr. Pro to k out a cigarette and fitted it into an extremely long holder. He
his the Blessed Sacrament in his breast. He knew that itswasn't exactly liturgical
to be smoking with the Blessed Sacrament on one's person; but the Lordm understands,
he said to himself,

The police entered in great bluster, "There is ax public worship going on here,"
they said,

 You want to maké>fund of me? " asked Fr., Pro, apparently in,greaﬁ annoyance,

"We have orders té search the premisesm", announced the copss

The éont;ﬁted smoker did not sé;m,averse to any searching. He even offered to
help them with the jobj and since they were new‘to the place they were happy to
have his help., ,

But he was also new to the place. "This is a bedrooﬁ“,‘he said opening

door; it.turned out to be a study. "Here is a workroom", he said when he came to

a landing; but it was a dressing room.

After L is Fr. Pro realized that he shoyld e moreon a
g B . - S .

3o ﬁzré p%ofer Information without strict need.

The search was thorough. They saw a good many ladies busy at odd jobs in var-
ious rooms; but there was no.priest anywhere, Baffled(they bade goodbye to Fr.
Pro thanking k= him fbr his services, :

Fr. Fro finishea the round»of Qommunions élowly and then k= left the house,
saw theatm the pclice %ere still at the gate; they had not yet found the priest,
aﬁd ihsisted.on gﬁardingkthe house till they found him,

M. THEKAEK'RA S.d.
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