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Part of a brief biographical stady.. ©

Wlodimir Ledochowski was born of a noble Polish family on tne

7th. of October, 1855, at Loosdorf in the diocese of 3t, Hippol-
tis, Austria, His father was @ount Antoine Ledochowski,wer

t

and his mother Countess Salis de Zizers; of Swiss oiva Ny of tne

family of St. Wrancis.

_%Many of tne qualities which shone so eminently in the future
General were to some extent characteristic of the Ledochowsky fami-

ly CountglAntoine's fatner nad beena prominent political figice
in his native Russian and tne alien govecnmént finding nim

too powerfil a foe, had exiled him after one of the frequent
Outbursts of tne national spirit. It was this shat Count Antione

happened o settledown in Lower Austria,' The family had many bran-

ches ecattered in variois parts of Evrope, chiefly in -Galacia ana

Aastria where Folish Catholicism thrived best. There were gome

evenfin distant France; an elderly cousin of Vidaimix was colonel
Leaochowski who joinea tneParis military school or Saint-Cyr in

a ~

MAH. Wu0 wade tne family name illustrious was Miecislas Cardinal

Ledochowski, the uncle of Wiodinir, As Archbishop @f Gnesen-Posen

ne offered a heftoic resistance to Bismarck and German protestan-
tism in order to uphold religious instruction xm to the Polish
people, Threats.and fines coald not him and in 1874,

he was slezed and imprisoned, While in the dungeon of Ostrowo, -the

Pope made him a Cardinal, RumTio years later the -government released

him from prison, bit banished him from the In 1892,

he mam became Prefect of the Propaganda, an office in which he

did mich splendid work for the missionssons, until his death ten years
f

later..
Vlodimir Ledochowski .did-his early Classical studies-in an

academy for nobles in Vienna known as On finishing
his course here he spent one year studying for the law, and then

decided to join the ecclesiastical ka state, and entered the:

qrand-Seninary of Tarnow in Galicia. [At Tarnow the stay was brief,
After two years of theological studies; he proceeded to Rome to
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e
attend lectur$ & at the Gregorian ran by? the

and had himself enrolied in the German and Hungarian College
on October 25th., 1887, Another two years were spent in Rome,

daring which time he tookthe Doctor's degree ir It
had been a brilliant career all through, and at Rome, in the

inspiring vicinity of his uncle, tye great Cardinal and con-.

fessor of the faith, the future promised. to ke more briliiant
still. Bit at this time God seems to kave Hm shown. to him that
his true vocation was not a life of ecclesiastical lyonours,
but a dedicated life. of a humble religious in the Socieyy of

the theend of the academic year 1889, he bade what. he

supposed a lasting farewell to Rome and on September 24th,

joined the novitiate of the Galician Provinee at Starawies in

Poland, 4

The next few years were spent in the comparative obscurity of

a Jesuit in training; but in the case of Wlodimir Ledochoweki the

period WAS exceptionally brief, 'or an average FOUL Man who joins
Serie" oe

ing lasts for aboit fifteen years. The first two/ years are tne

noviceshipg The candidate is given an intensive training in tune

exercises of religious life and in the papirit proper to tne So-

slety of Jesis,{ and. at. the close of theperiod he pronounces tne

"first" vows, The next two or tnree years, called the "juniorate",
are devoted to the stidy of the qlassical langiages, literature ana

the sciences, andafterwards another three years to Scholasvic

Philosophy. Then there is usually a break of three or more years

during which the young Jesuit goes to a school or college as a

teacher.or prefect. After this once more he goes. back to nig books

for four years and devotes his whole attention to the sacrea science

of Theology, and is ordained a priest. .The training is not yet
over, One wiore year he spends in prayer and recollection - "the

third year of probation", as it is called revivify his spi-
ritual life, to make himself 'an instrument united to aod! before

"he clove of his the

a

. he is launched on his lifa's work in Bk schodl or parish or where-

ever God's greater glory needs him. a tne end of the "third year?
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he usually 'pronounces the last" vowsy or if he is to be

professed member of the Order, he waits till a period of seven~
M

teen years since his entrance shall have elapsed, and then
a +

t

he pronounces the "four solem vows of profession",
Tnhg is the norma course; but exceptions are not unBeard

of, and Pr Ledochowski was a most singular exception. After
his novitiate he proceeded to Cracow for the immediate prepara-

tion for
the priesthood, There was no need of the classical stu-

b

dies of the "Juniorate", and philosophy and theology could be

shortened to four years since he had done a good deal already.
'On Jane 19th., 1894, he received the sacerdotal ordination at,

8A

the hands of cardinal Dunajewski, Prince-Rishop of Cracow,, and tne

following year he went to Tarnapol in Galicia hundred miles

eastward, where he did "thethird vear of probation," Thus in

1895, only seven, years after his j(fOning tne novitiate, nig Je-
suit training was completed, "and he was at tue disposal of his

Cor whitever work hhey say fit for hin,
~

His first appointment Was as S member of tie staf1 the Po-

lish perioaical "Draeglad Powszechng" or "Universal Review" run

by the Jesuits in Cracow. 'vent ially he became the Rditor of

the paper, the first of the series of responsible osts he was

to in the Svciety till his death, and-also- the suverior of

the' Residence, hewwagappoimted Rector of tne

for a omJesuit College in Cracow.[Ile remained in this post only

brief period, for he oftice of
iN a brythe

clal of Galicia being vacant, Fr, Iedoohowak, ayet only twelve

years a Jesuit, was nominated. On 25th. March, 1991, though

the customary interval of seventeen years was nov completed, he

was allowed to pronounce tne "four solemn vows of profession",
and on the same aay took up the goverment of the y@lician Pro-

a

vince, first with the title of Vice-Provincial, and from elste

February, 1902, onwards with the full powers of the Provincial.
In 19)6, he went to Rome tdtake part in the General Congregation

of the Oruer which met to elect a successor to the Jeneral-
1s ! :

Pr, Martin who had just dieu. Thy ibe Lowe to lng tbrut.onOL
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were widely known even. then Out his ;jown Province, so tha

Lah

though s0 snort a time an. the society and just forty years of uge,
52

he was one of tnose who obtained a large number of sufftages
ior the Teneralship, The person actually chosen was Fr. Wernz, the

eminent profes sor of Ganon Law at tne Gregorian; but Fr. Leao-
Ghowski Found himself attatcned to tne General's Curia in the

important post of "Assistant 'bor Sermany"{_ Tae Provinces of the

Society were grouped for ormposes of government ander a small
number of "Agsistencies" - five in all at that time, that of

cTermany comprising the Provinces of termany, Austria, Belgium,
alic a Hovland and Hansary. Tt was Tr. Leaochowski's offéce

£0 be. the special consultor of the General in matters concer-
VO UP. 4% ale ran Bye "Or ay a

Ning thése._six-Previnees. Little is recorded of his work daring
the next nine years; the otféce of an Assistant by its very

abe intense devotednegs, bit ast public ity. ButNature on

these were years when ne nad the opportunity off acquiring an

oe me tee intivate knowled-e of tne affairs of the joc0ety ~wearde> w~

19)9, he had to make an official visitation ot the six Provineces,

by 'nich he obtainea a personal knowledze of a zood part of
the Society. All who met aim during hig tom kept collec
tion or nis Tine courtesy, frank cordiality, and supernatural
gutlook. The re was sometning distinctive abot tne atner Assis-

a breadth of vision tenacity of purpose, ana couraye Liltant

executi startling mugtery of details end aeeve all-& BIKE

o high ADpreciation of the spiritual values

After tne deatn of Fr. tne General Congreggation met

again in Rome in 1915 it was t the least surprising to any one

that when toe elections took place on the Lith. Wepruary, Fr.
Ledochowski was foma to nave the required major.uy or

suffrag205. He Was indeed one of une youngest 'wer cnosen tor vne

yeneralship; but the Qualities required by the Constitutions for
+

the teneral are not age or influence, but "the habit OL

1 anion and familiarity with tod in pzayer as well as in all otacr



actions", exemplary virtue 2 devotedness to tne Govlety aila love

and sympathy towards all, The ters electors knew that tne

person whom tney had chosen possessed aii tnese qualities in an

eminent degree. Thus on tne feast of our Lady of Louraes, vegas

the long and fraitfil period of the Generalship of Fr, Leaochow-

skits, It has been observed that there is a particilar fitness

in this date - Fr, Ledochowski had been born on tne feast of our

Lady of the Rosary; he had joinea tne Society on the feast of

oir Lady of Mercy; he pronounced the Vows of a professed member of

the Society on our Lady's Annunciation; angnow also féwhen he assamed

the supreme government of the Socielyh, oir Lady seemed to nave

taken him ander her special tutelage. Anticiapating a little,we
may observe here that one of his last official acts as General

wag to obtain for the Order a special feast of oir Lady under the

title "Gueen of tne Society".

Rekexte DeFart TI dealinz about the Generalate ig to « *
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rart Seneralate

There is something amising aboit the way this election.
eer
made in the presencean election to a supremely gpirituala office,

Or vod, in the spirit of prayer - was viewed by the secilar press

and by partisan papers#, It was 2 time when political feelings
» on

ran nigh. war was in Pill
+progress. There had: been heavy naval

y

losses on either side, the rapid advance on Paris hid just been

stopped by the battle of Marne; men hud died in tieir thoisanus

lice flies; and tne steace W.s setting fo' the trying trencn war-

oked at everything throish coloured spectacles. Onfare
the day after the @lection $¢@ Journal of Paris publishea a.

erois accomt of it mder the caption "The new Black Poys is a

man of Berlin", making 1t appear ag thoigh grave political is3ies

had been gettled ana the Jesiits had gone over to tne ermers n siac.

Clemenceau, the atheistic leader of French Free Magonry and of

be bappre, a and more menacing dli atr.e, threu-yn

tthe choice.

events proved that few fears and anticipations of politi-
cil leaders were as anroureed .g thig abo t the in

plain black robe, whose voice was not to be years in political
forims, whose subjects [co mted in a few thousands, not in million

had no conscéences of kings to gaide, no resoirces of capitalisia
>

to deploy, who formed indeed an army, 2a foreign legion bit with

she aras not of steel and explosive, bit with tie arms of intelBec-

tial leadershin, with tne sword of tae spirit. wo Gonecal
fae?

eschewed the meshes of politics as ge
islys

fever though he was

faithfil co-worker of a Pope who now and asain broagnht tae fall
63

weignt of nis aitnority to bear spon certain political issaes, and

though direct dealing with civil power seemeu on OCCHE+018 to be

Then sovern ents of certain cointries like Pra-J ASstufiable
zil officially praised and thanked the work of the Jesilts, sich

marks waxx of favoir were indeed received by the General; bit he

didnot seek tnuem, nor set creit store by tnem, And when tue comaon

rights of it were denied to the Jesiits, as in 1952 by the



Redg of Spaing, etd a protest was callea for, he did not make it
famself, bat left it to the Tope to do so. Ske Ne left politics and

politicians to themselves; but in other spheres, in tnose pwoperly
to him, he strenuoisly and acnieved nich sood

vith the geace of "oo, Ye sha ll try to cee wat Lavo ir ana

achievement was.

The major part of Ledochowski's regime XEEXSIK coincided

be Lor: in

with that post-war period of reconstriction ot Murope. and of the

world, nectle progress, social ipneavals, new olatical expeciuients,
the period ot dictators iwnaQ miss movements. treat forces were in=

+

2leashed LY olitical econon soneres Navin

repercissions on theintellectual &nd- Spiritual life of man. The

Ta4anch dirin, this period vas v.th a rea Pontiff, Fiis
"Ll, vho thet he was Livin throish great times, who ised to

the full tne sood th u sas in the world, met new evils with uew

canedles, and siceessfally vinu of tre

Cairn as tie iwn OF brig and tne S406 9f usin, Lb wae ay,
on ml to be of gsome ise to tue Pove* ag ne pit it,

q.t0 tee dDnd of nen nave» hin serve tue caine of toa ana

with those special :neans which modern conditions pit at

their disposal,
te the del.lls of tye resirve, we nay Nive a

historical view of the major events, Soon after tne election,
tue Generyl tad to transfer his "Orla to Sritzgerland, aie to

tne declaration of war being At the end of the war he

retacnea to tore ind took ap residence in the termdn College Lg

before. The wark tnat facet him was L Mose of treprovinces,
those of ond Gecnany s ufferea zreatly frou

the war, The $2 5% men, the flower of yo ith,nad been xillea on tne

front; many houses had been demolighed, and others given over to

tne militar; we ne far from habitable; all soirces of income were

gone and t of the works had to be started anew. noises

tne hostrlities Austria

,ere on whe vrge of extreie peniry. In 14%) cases the renecal

qiiseli nad to coue to tie rescie, to oar, nize relief frd1
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dards, estimate is all too imperfect. As for tne
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the sock of the Jeneral aliself, tre

chiaf part is not the external governaenty the official cores

pondenes, bit his own personal Life, 'tne prayers offored,

the intimate conmimings with tod give tne sipern.taral

efficacy, tne floods of graces obtained which so to

the le335, the bse of the vork of ano oro-

165 sold divine, Pit vwl this retains & sc-
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of reaconeteciction of Dirope and of tue worla, hectic pro tess,

gocial ipheavals, new political ex eriments, the of

etators and mass novements. treat furces were unleashed in tae

yulitical, economic -ans social spneres, which naa their re-

woe &
a {feat pertrfi,. tat- he -was-Living. throggtgreat-times, bBB etn

ovils with new renedies pf ge weessfully vinéicated-tae para-

eiusatg o* the Shirch as the giacdian of trataa anu the gaide

wr

ey

of en, It was "r. Ledochowski's sole anbition to be of sole

use to tne Pope as he pit it, to make the bana of nen under

hin serve mogt efficiently the eaise of tod ana Ifis Church,

\\ 4nd@ taer? 13 no uoibt that ne sicveeded to a gre.t extent,

thanks be to Gody Those wio lmow say that this geueralate
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greatest. For several years he administered to the priritual needs of his people,

Capture seemed imminent; he Should hide behind a wars ward-robe, they said. Fr.

HE KNEW NO FEAR

He knew no fear. Who but Fr. Michael Pro, S.J.5 the Mexican martyr? If he werenot as daring and fearless as he was, he might' have remained many hundreds of miles
away from the Mexican border. Instead he was to be found' wherever danger was

flouting all the ungbdly laws of the persecuting government. On scores of occa-
Slons,he amost put his neck into the noose which is enemies had Prepared for him;his very fearlessness saved him.

;

One day he had arranged to say Mass in a house in the suburbs of a Mexican city.
A goodm number of fervent Catholics had gathered inthe House long before the priest
was due. Arrangements had been made withk the utmost secrecy; but homehow the ene~
mies guessedwas that something was afoot. This was their chance. Theysppedily
despatched two soldiers to watch the house,

Fr. Pro came at the appointed hour. He ma saw the two uniforms; and his brain
began to work speedily. To enter meant certain capture; to turn back meant yiel-
ding to fear,' abandoning the people who were gathered in the house and perhaps
betraying himself. He prayed for cool nerves and quickly wakked up to the gate. Put-
ting on a look of official dignity, he wrote down the number ofk the house in

to show

police badge + which of course was not there - and said in the tone of'a superior'
talking to subordinates: "There is big game here."

The saluted Fr, Pro, mat convinced that he was one of the bosses
of the secret police department, and allowed him to go in.

The people tooked terror-stricken when theyx saw him. How dared he come there?

Pro smiled and said: "We cannot be safer, The soliiiers are thexre to guard us."
But the people would not believe. For them Fr. Pro was too precious to be lost.

They painted out to the roof. "There is a way for you to escape," they said.
He had come in as a 0.1.D. officer, and would go out in the same capacity,

he said. Of course it was out of the question to say Mass on that day. He remained
in the house for a sufficiently long time to give to the makita soldiers the impres-
sion that the "boss" was making a thorough search of the house. Then he went out the
way he had come in. He received two magnificent military salutes, but deigned no

explanation tok them of his finds.
Another time he was caught in a more difficult predicament. He was distribu-

6

ting Communion at a Eucharistic station, A servant suddenly rushed in crying:
police. Yes, the police was there, and 1t was impossible for the priest tog
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"Bs calm", said Fr. Pro. "Hide your veils and disperse into the rooms, He-

member ,dead silence, ft

Fr. Pro to k out a cigarette and fitted 1% 1nto an extremely long holder. He

his the Blessed Sacrament in his breast. He knew that wasn 't exactly liturgical
to be smoking wth the Blessed Sacrament en one's person; but the Lordg understands,

he said to himself.

The polace entered in great bluster, "There is ax public worship going on here,"

they said,

"You want to make fund of me? " asked Fr. Pro, apparently in great annoyance,

"We have orders to search the premisesm", announced the cops.

The contented smoker did not seem averse to any searching. He even offered to k

4 help them with the job3 and since they were new to the place they were happy to

have his help.

But he was also new to the place. wlhis is a bedroom", he saad opening a

1 door; 1t turned out to be a study. "Here is a workroom", he said when he came to

a landing; but it was a dressing room.

After Pro realized that he shoyld de moreon

more profer Lnformation without strict need.

The search was thorough. They saw a good many ladies busy at odd jobs in var-

1ous rooms; but there was no priest anywhere. Baffled they bade goodbye to Fr.

Pro thanking kee him for his services.

Fr. Pro finished the round of Gommunions slowly and then kim left the house. He

saw thatm the police were still at the gate; they had not yet found the priest,
and insibted on guarding the house till they found hin,

M. THEKAEK RA S.d.
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