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“Irrigation mafia behind dam pro Jects

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Kozhikdde, Feb 16° 'I‘he Way-f
anad.District Anti-Dam Agitat-

ion Committee has alleged that
an irrigation mafia was behind
the five proposed big dam pro-
jects in the district.

At a press conference here
yesterday, the Committee lead-
ers Abraham Benhur and oth-
ers said that the irrigation
mafia, involving politicians,
bureaucrats and contractors,
was stealing public money in
the name of various dam proje-
cts in the State.

They said this was the case
of Karappuzha and Banasuras-
agar projects in Wayanad and
projects like Kallada and Kan-
hirapuzha and many others.

The proposed five major
dams in Wayanad were aimed
at collecting 99.8 TMC = of Kav-

eri  water allotted to the
State.

~ The Committee leaders said
that though Rs 450 crore had
already been spent in the name
of Karappuzha and Banasuras-
agar projects during the last 25
years, they were yet to be com-
pleted.

The authorities failed to dec-
lare when it would be comple-
ted, they said.

The Committee demanded
that legal proceedings be initi-
ated against those who launc-
hed such ‘‘faulty projects’’.

The Committee alleged that
while the farmers and tribals,
who were displaced due to
these projects, were yet to get
compensation and resettlem-
ent benefits, even a sub-contra-
ctor of the Karappuzha project
managed to purchase thousa-
nds of acres of estates in Way-

anad itself.

Many officials involved in
these projects constructed bui-
lding complexes in many
towns, they said.

“Despite these facts became
public no agency has so far
found corruption in these proj-
ects, which lead to the suspic-
ion that even the Anti-Corrupt-
ion department officials are
party to it,” they said.

The leaders pointed out that
the projects had caused a loss
of nearly Rs 600 crore to the
area as the farm and plantat-
ion production was reduced
due to them.

If the amount spent on these
two projects was distributed to
the 24 grama panchayats of the
district, the problems of water
supply and other development
issues might have been SOIV?,-

they added.




‘Sulthan Bathery, Feb 17: Experts on
environmental issues who addressed
the three-day nature-awareness camp
at Muthanga Wildlife Sanctuary have

warned that environmental degradat-
ion of the Western Ghats will soon lead
to severe problems.

Nearly 100 persons from all over the -
State participated in the camp, organi-
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?égcperts warn against env1ronmental degradation of Western Ghats

sed under the aegis of Wayanad Prakr-
uthi Samrakshana Samithi in collabor-
ation with the Forest and Wildlife depa-
rtment.

Eminent environmental smentlst Dr
Sathish Chandran (Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage-
INTACH) said the destruction of forests
in the Western Ghats has already led to

desertification in its peripheral areas.

He alleged that the proposed eco-tour-
ism projects will destroy the remaining
forest region of Western Ghats.

Dr. C R Neelakandan Namboodiri
said that every village of the State now
faces drinking water shortage.

Wildlife Warden Kamal Kumar Muk-
herjee inaugurated the camp. Prakru-

thi Samrakshana Samithi secretary
Thomas Ambalavayal, Dr S Santhi
(INTACH), Wayanad district Anti-Dam
Agitation Committee chairman Abra-
ham Benhur, Assistant wildlife warden
C K Suresh Babu, Forester K P. Abdul
Wahab, Samithi leaders M Gangadha-
ran and N Badusha spoke. Babu Maila-
mpadi welcomed the gathering e ENS
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Sulthan Bathery, Feb 17: Experts on
environmental issues who addressed
the three-day nature-awareness camp
at Muthanga Wildlife Sanctuary have
warned that environmental degradat-
lon of the Western Ghats will soon lead
to severe problems. :

Nearly 100 persons from all over the
State participated in the camp, organi-

sed under the aegis of Wayanad Prakr-

uthi Samrakshana Samithi in collabor- |
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Sathish Chandran (Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage-
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He alleged that the proposed eco-tour-
{ ism projects will destroy the remaining
forest region of Western Ghats.
. Dr C R Neelakandan Namboodiri
! said that every village of the State now
- faces drinking water shortage.
{ Wildlife Warden Kamal Kumar Muk-
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