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This may be due to faulty management, If the needs of the
imported colonies are met ms and when required, the colonies

could be made to service even of they are not allowed to go

out and collect nector and pollen,

COMMENES FROM RESEARCH STUDENT:

the case oOF
scale beekeepers:
teds
5+ and mapy beekeepers
and they a@are not conver-
and treatment of Sew
As on tﬁdﬁy they keep be and collect honey as much
store and are not keeping them scientifically and we cannot
expect them to take botheration in detection of bee-~diceases
and treating the affected colonies since they keep bee colonies
line occupation. The position of most beekeepers being
it is dengerfousto introduce foreign bees which are prowe
It may be correct in the case of agriculture and
horticulture as they are crops which are depended on for survi-
val and earning more and hence hybrids, though proﬁe to deceases
are taken case of by people as they give more returns and sustain
one's survival, Bees are not depende upon for survival as on
today and they will not be looked after on equal footing as they
do in case of agriculture @nd horticulsature, Further since bees
are pocessing stings, people are affraid of approaching baeu and
they just avoid manipulation frequently and hence may not trace
the bee deseases in the bro®d in time to take corrective measur
and with the result the entire colony may perish before the
ease is detected, This will result in spreading of disease

in the apiary as well as in epiaries nearby.

This is purely hypothetic. The result can only be
zed after the extent of local bees due to importation. The
ing ability of @ Mellifera in South Indian terrain in tropical
climate and in dence forest hes not been studied so far to be-

come optimistic in this venture.

Thisis not correct. The foreigh honey is cheaper than
the local noney\anﬁ hence importation does not arise. The honey
produced in India is not sufficient for internal consumption and

hence exnort can not be expected, Purther our honey is more
Aearer than honey produced in western countries, The export is
also not possible unless we adopt quality control and reduce cost

so that it could compete with the price of foreigh honey. TI

he
gllegation against the foreigh expert is baseless, He is against
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THE IMPACT OF INTRODUCTION OF APIS MELLIFLRA BuiES (EUROQPSAN
ORIGIN) IN KARNATAKA 3

I have heard Dr, Veeresh, an Sntomologist from
Gandhi Krishi Vigyan Kendra, University of Agricultural
Sciences, Bangalore on local radic. He said that the Scien-
tists are planning to import apis Mellifera bees into Karnae

taks to raise the yield of honey.

I am really surprised by this statement, I feel .it.

is a sucidical decision to import Zuropean bees to Karnatakae.

The introduction of zuropean bees is improper and not

suited gue to the following reagons 3=

A) These bee species are from cold temparate regions.
How they will adopt to tropical conditions is not known.,
Zven in North India A, Mllifera is facing severe problems,
A report of Punjab Agricultural University has conf irmed
the difficulties faced by European bees,

The Indian bee species A Cerana was free from disecases
till 35 years ago, 2ut in recent years the A, Cerana
beesg in Northern India is suffering from vérious disea-
ses causing death and destruction of thousands of coloni-
e¢s, These diseases in North India was introduced primari-
ly due to import of Apis “ellifera, Digeases like Nosema,
Acarine, European Food Brood, sackbrood is spread from
Buropean bees,

The B2e keeper in India will find it difficult to control
these digease. It isalso impractical to think that
an Indian bee keeper will use medicine,

The European bees will find it difficult to live with
natural enemies, For example the Indian bees have the
habit of *'Shimmering® to drive oif enemies. But Apis
Mzllifera bees o not possés this habit- Dr. Butler, an
éxpert expressed doubts that Burcpean beeg might fall as
an €asgy prey to eremies,.
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fue to the problem of mating, it may become essential
to import (Queen bee from outside the country. This
may further increase the possibility of bringing moré™
discase, 1In fact this will eventually lead to extincte
ion of indegenious bees and local bee keeping,

Due to the above reason it is essential to develop
our indegenious bee gpecies to increasé the yield.

_The bees, especially various species of A, Cerana
help in crop pellination, providing a useful service
to farmers and forestry. Once these gpecies get
"extinct, the agriculture, farmer and forestry sector
will face severe problems,

Due to the above reasons and also based on my

experience of 34 years in bee keeping in India and abroad,

I request the Scientists not to involve themselves in the

introduct ion of Eurcpean bees,

K.M., JOYAPPA,
APICULT'URE DEVELOPMENT OF FICER
MADIKERI,

KD aGU,

KARNATAKA ~ INDIA,




