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le A colony with 4 frenes of bores may be weak but in Benetlore
sorreundings, the can s rvivge ac rollen could be get any
time and feeding could be given whenever recuired. By proper
men-gement weak colonies ceuld > improved in elaces li<e
Bangalore where rainfell is less snd pollen sources 4re evai~
lable through out the yeor,.

what kind of mites on the kecs is not clear to give
comments «

Even if big colonies are imported in August it can also get
destroyed, if prover ent prectice is not Followed,

36

Tnisds untenable. The cer°'na variety of north India did suffer
from B since a leony time. The larvel stage of both melli-
fern and Cerena gre same 3nd are fed wth seme

kind of food. The larve of both the varieties ore hence hosts
to the usat ve org'nisems of E.F.3. lee, strentoccus sluton
and becteriam eurydice, sence the Et temen t is not correct,
similarly for 4ll disesses such os ssc brood and

aqult dis-eses such Acarine and ursems,

4.

This is not correet. The original bees arc ne onlye They

may not be there now (doubt ful) beesuse they were destrove:d

py diseases spreod by mellifur to injab earlier, The

Avis melliferc proved Success in Penjab kecause of
haty of dense sect. n ttor are xen icn. Tut

in "cnth India, though trere are huge forcsts, tic neetor bea-

sing plants @re limited and hence more production nnot be

expected with this imvort. Instead by meticulous breeding,
the existing Cerans bees could be made to work vigarously
and collect more honeye

5,

The opposition to introduction of A mellifer? is not only from

Kodequ and BK. The entire Karnateka is to it. The

colonies effected by diseases in Bangalore wikl spresd to all
places of the stete as the flight of bees cénnet be restricted
and cdlonies m&& that's evarm and colonies thot desert move for
awaycovering bevond Bengalore and hence in course of time tre
entire Karnstaka will be effected.

6.

Te There will net be any competetion among bees in the field
verticulerly when nector «nd rollan scurees tre in
But during the veriod of dearth thers vill be competetion
side the hives for illegal ecl ection of stored fon? by one

colony from the other. This is accepted norins of bce be

over wth respect to 51 vorictics of bes,pted
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This may be due to faulty management, If the needs of the

imported Colonies are met ms and when required, the colonies
could be made to service even of they are not allowed to go

out and collect nector and pollen.

COMMENSS FROM RESEARCH STUDENT

This may be correct in the case of profesionals, But

in the case of hobbists and smsll scale beekeepers it is not

possible, Beekeeping isin a BeSeast and mayy beekeepers are

keeping less number in their holding and they ere not conver-

sant with the knowledge of bee-Gese4 ses and treatment of dise~

ases, As on today they keep bees and collect honey as much as

they store and are not keeping them scientifically and we cannot

expect them to take botheration in detection of bee~diceases

and treating the affected colonies since they keep bee colonies
as side line occupation. The position of most beekeepers being
such, it is dangerépusto introduce foreign bees which are prove
to disease, It may be correct in the case of agriculture and

horticulture as they are crops which are depended on for survi-~

val and earning more and hence hybrids, though prove to deceases

are taken case of by people es they give more returns and sustain

one's survival, Bees are not devended upon for survivel as on

today and they will not be looked after on equal footing as they
@e in case of agriculture and horticulature, Further since bees

are pocessing stings, people are affraid of approaching bees and

they just avoid manipulation frequently and hence may not trace
the bee deseases in the in time to take corrective measures

and with the result the entire colony may perish before the dis-
ease is detected, This will result in soreading of disease both

in the apiary 4s well as in apiaries nearby.

This is purely hyvothetic, The result can only be gau-
zea after the extent of locel bees due to importation. The work-

ing ability of @ in South Indian terrain in tropical
climate and in dence forest has not been studied so far to be-

come optimistic in this venture.

Thisis not correct. The foreigh honey is cheaper than

the local noney and hence importation does not arise, The honey

produced in India is not sufficient for internal consumption and

hence export can not be expected, Further our honey is more

dearer than honey produced in western countries, The export is
also not possible unless we adopt quality control and reduce cost
so that it could compete with the price of foreigh honey. The

allegation against the foreigh expert is baseless, He is against
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importation of a mellifera only because of its succevtibility
of diseases and its possible consequences to local strain lea~
ding to wiping out beekeeping. The percanita consumption of
honey in India is 0.50 gms. Whereas it is nearly 5°9 grams
in Japan ang about 300 grams in W.Germany. If Indians are
made to use honey in thet =roporticn, then the noney produce?
in India now is to be increased by ten fold to meet the inte-
rmna need. In Indie honey is generally used as medicine only.
I€ it is bought to use as food, the production becomes for
indaquates For this purvose without resorting to import of a

mellifers, we must incfease the working ability of bees by
systamatic breading and increasing nector bearing vegetation,

This is nonsensical statement. If bees are wiped out
pollinetion will be affecged and plant growth will suffer. It
will affect cross-pollination of crops as honey bees are the
only Srusted pollinatéws as we know from their behaviour, while
collecting nector and pollen mainteining crop courtency and sti-
ching to collection from single species at a time, i.e. fedility
to single flora as mixing pollen from one tyre of flower to ano=
ther is a waste.

6

Off or



THE IMPACT GF INTRODUCTION OF APIS (SUROPZAN
ORIGIN) IN KARNATAKA 5

ZI have heard Dr. Veeresh, an intomologist from

Gandhi Krishi Vigyan Kendra, University of Agricultural
Sciences, Bangalore on local radio. He said that the Scien-
tists are planning to import pigs Mllifera bees into. Karna=
taka to raise the yield of honey.

am really surprised by this statement. I feel it..
+

is a sucidical decision to import <uropean bees to Karnataka.

The introduction of suropean bees is improper and not

suited due to the following reagons -

A) Thess bee species are from cold temparate regions.
How they will adopt to tropical conditions is not known.
&ven in North India A, Mllifera is facing severe problems.
A report of Punjab Agricultural University has conf drred
the difficulties faced by European bees,

The Indian bee species A Cerana was free from Gi
till 35 years ago. Bat in recent years the A. Cerana
bees in Northern India is suffering from various disea~
ses causing death and destruction of thousands of coloni-
@s. These diseases in North India was introduced primari-
ly sue to import of Apis "ellifera, Digeases like Nosema,
acarine, European Food Brood, sackbrood is spread from
Burop@an bees,

B)

The Bee keeper in India will find it fialt to control
these digease. It isalo impract ical to think that
an Indian bee keeper will use medicine,

The European bees will find it difficult to live with
natural enemies. For example the Indian bees have the
habit of 'Shimmering' to drive off enemies. mt Apis
Mellifera bees Go not poss@s this habit- Dr. Butler, an
expert expres sed doubts that Eurcpean bees might fall as
an Gasy prey to enenie

D)
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Due to the problem of mating, it may become essent ial
to import Ween bee from outside the country. This
may further increase the possibility of bringing
digease, In fact this will eventually lead to extinct-
ion of indegenious bees and local bee keeping.

B)

Due to the above reason it is essential to develop
Our indegenious bee gpecies to increas@ the yield.

he bees, especially various species of A, Cerana
help in crop pellination, providing a useful service
to farmers and forestry. Once these gpecies get
extinct, the agriculture, farmer and forestry sector
will face severe problems,

Bue to the above réasons and also based on my

experience of 34 years in bee keeping in India and abroad,
I request the Scientists not to involve themgelves in the
introduction of European bees,

K,M. JOYAPPA,
APICUIURE DEVELOPMENT

KODAGU,
KARNATAKA » INDIA,


