KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN
Basavaraj Nilaya

Chowkimath

SIRSI - 581401

Uttara Kannada email:appiko@sancharnet.in
*************************************************************‘***********

Shri .Chandak
Executive Director
WCP

Dandeli

April, 1,2003
Re: Pollution from WCP
Dear Shri. Chandak,

We have read your statement in local newspaper about the efforts of WCP in controlling
the affulents from your factory. This is a positive sign and we appreciate your effort in
installing the treatment plan costing Rs.6 crores. We are sure that you would provide us
an opportunity to visit these plants.

We would appreciate if you can provide us following information:

The amount of freshwater drawn from upstream in Kali River/ per day in liters.
The amount of water used by WCP/ liter per day.

The quantity of polluted affluent left out per hour by your factory

The quantity of electricity used by WCP per day/ for production of paper.

The quantity of electricity generated by WCP (from its coal based plant).

Total number of workers employed by WCP (Permanent workers, casual workers)
Total quantity of paper produced by WCP per day.

Raw materials used per day/per ton.

We are sure that WCP derives enormous benefit from River Kali and that you would
definitely like to see Kali, a living river in coming years. We request your support in
KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN.

The Andolan will be launched on 3 April 2003. This will be launched near the Kali
River.

We would like to make it clear that we are not against WCP, and the objective of the
Andolan is to protect Kali.
Once again seeking your support towards our Andolan.

Pandurang Hegde
For Kali Bachao Andolan
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Shantanu Datt

Resident Editor

The New Indian Express
Queens Road

Bangalore — 560001

April, 8, 2003

Re: Reporting not based on facts
Dear Shri Shantanu Datt,
Greeting from Sirsi.

We are a grassroots organisation working on the issue of conservation of Western Ghats.
In February 2003 we launched KALI PADAYATRA, along river Kali in Uttara Kannada to
educate the people about the damage caused to river ecosystems. Sundarlal Bahuguna
inaugurated this march.

After completion of the foot march, the local people were eager to launch
KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN to protect the river. As first step of this movement a symbolic
protest was staged in Dandeli against the effluent left into Kali river by Paper Mill. The
Paper Mill created terror among villagers and they tried every means to stop the protest.
They even used the local newspapers against us.

Inspite to this stiff opposition we launched the movement and took the district authorities
to the villages effected by the pollution.

However, in your newspaper the report is misleading and it is not factual. They have
played into the hands of Paper Mill and have reported in their favour. We never resorted
“Rastha Rokho” as reported in your paper.\Thus the report is totally misleading and
damaging to the grassroots movement.

We hope that you would enquire into the matter and take action on the reporter for
fraudulent reporting.
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Pandurang Hegde
For Parisara Samrakshana Kendra
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Shantanu Datt

Resident Editor

The New Indian Express
Queens Road

Bangalore — 560001

April, 8, 2003

Re: Reporting not based on facts
Dear Shri Shantanu Datt,
Greeting from Sirsi.

We are a grassroots organisation working on the issue of conservation of Western Ghats.

In February 2003 we launched KALI PADAYATRA, along river Kali in Uttara Kannada to
educate the people about the damage caused to river ecosystems. Sundarlal Bahuguna
inaugurated this march.

After completion of the foot march, the local people were eager to launch
KALI BACHAO ANDOLAN to protect the river. As first step of this movement a symbolic
protest was staged in Dandeli against the effluent left into Kali river by Paper Mill. The
Paper Mill created terror among villagers and they wied every means to stop the protest.
They even used the local newspapers against us.

Inspite to this stiff opposition we launched the movement and took the district authorities
to the villages effected by the pollution.

However, in your newspaper the report is misleading and it is not factual. They have
played into the hands of Paper Mill and have reported in their favour. We never resorted
“Rastha Rokho” as reported in your paper. Though the crops were damaged, the report
says that it is not damaged. Thus the report is totally misleading and damaging to the
grassroots movement.

We hope that you would enquire into the matter and take action on the reporter for
fraudulent reporting.

A copy of the news report is enclosed for your reference.

Pandurang Hegde
For Parisara Samrakshana Kendra
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