ACK

VOL. LI

NEWSLETTER OF HYDERABAD NATURE CLUB




HYDERABAD NATURE CLUB

-

On the 22nd of November in 1978, Hyderabad Nature Club was born. Conceived by a smalj
group of students of this city, Hyderabad Nature Club has grown as a conservation organisa-
tion. With active participation of members and subscribers, the club has furthered the cause of
wildlife conservation and love of nature in the state.
Other than frequent field trips, the club aims to;

1. learn more about nature in all its forms—flora and fauna—and to aid in

her conservation.

2. create an interest in our natural heritage amongst students,

3. ~inculcate in young minds a love for nature, by participating in our projects,

4. organise talks and audio-visual programmes by eminent conservationists,

5. hold film-shows on wildlife for members, and ’

6.

bring out a quarterly newsletter for our members and subscribers and keep them
informed of the club’s activities, the latest local news regarding conservation and as
a medium of education.

The Hyderabad Nature Club meets every first and third Thursday of the month at St. Paul's

High School, Hyderguda Meetings commence at 6 p. m. Members are informed via the
engagement columns of the' newspapers.
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4 CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF THE NEHRU ZOOLOCGICAL PARK,

— Aasheesh Pittie,
Aga Mujahid Hussain,
D. Bala Venkatesh

' Varma,

Adjudged as one of the best zoos in India and even the world,
the Nehru Zoological Park of Hyderabad is a veritable treasu~
re trove for the pirdwatcher. Sprawled over an area of 300
acres, the fantastic variefy of its flora, and the resulting
types of habitats makes it possihle for us to watch different
birds of differing habitats, withi%he zoo boundaries.

The following different habitats (bird-wise) can .be isolated,
1) TForest Type - comprising of all the different trees,
both flowering and those which are mainly fruit produc-
s -
2) Marsh Type - the two ponds inside the 200, and the inn<&
umerable moats which encircle mammal enclosurcs and
the smaller ponds are pretty well supplied with weeds
and other aquatic plents.
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3) Serub and Grassland Type
f the zoo and the scrub
phant enclosure, and the
road. =
4)

This project was conceived in December last year (see vol
II no 5-6). :The members took an active part and quite often
one or two friends who were developing their interest '

birdwatching, also joined us. Mr,

ways, very helpful and accompanied us as and when his
We would 1i
NZP, Mr. Kamal Naidu, for granting us per-

er busy schedule permitied.
rator of the

- include
type drier area of the ele-
area opposite it,

Freshwater Lake - Miralam Tank, a big lake behind
zoo., There a great many ducks come in winter,

the abundabt lawms
acrass the

=
she

in
B,C.Choudhury was, as al-
rath-

7
LEe

to thank the G-

migsion to come at odd hours and his understanding scaff -
for all their help. More lists will appear in subseguens
newsletters.
A 1ist of the birds follows, which we have seen in March
1981. The list is certainly not complete, and we hope to
add to ic-
S.No. Species 1455 29 Remarks :
1 Little Cormorant |
(P. niger) 4 M individual bird on the |
large pond. * Sicting ami-
dst the egrets and preen-
ing itself.
2 Pond Heron _
(A.grayii) S E Tk Common in habitat 2.
3 Cattle Egret
(B, ibis) + + + Not very common.  Only on
the bare tree in the lar- »
; ge pond.
4 Large Egret
(4. alba) 3+ 4 2 or 3 birds o0 above
mentioned tree,
5 Smaller Egret
(BE.intemedia) + + + 1
6 Little Egret
(E.garzetta) + 4+ + Commoner than 4 a2nd 5
7 Lesser Whistlin
Teal(D.javanica§ + A regular flock of 200-
250 on *the Miralam Tank, ‘
Supposed to be regular mi-
grant S«
8 Pintail _ =
(A,acuta) ? Identification not confir-

med due to

distance,




3.No. Species
9 Gadwal
(A, strepera)
10 Gargeny
(A. querquedula)
11 Nakta
(8. melanotos)
12 Pariah Kite
(M. migrans)
13 Tawny Eagle
(A, rapax)
14 Crested Hawk-
Eagle
(8. cirrhaetus)
15 Whitebreasted
Waterhen
(A. phoenicurus)
16 Indian Moorhen
(G. chloropus)
17 Pupple Moorhen
(P.porphyrio)
18 Red-wattled Lap-
wing(V.indicusg
19 Wood Sandpiper
(T.glareolag
20 Blue Rock Pigeon
CGilivia)
21 Spotted Dove
(S. chinensis)
22 Roseringed Para-
keet(P.krameri)
23 Indian Cuckoo
(C.micropterus)
24 Koel
(E.scolopacea)
29 Crow Pheasant
(C.sinensis)
26 Spotted Owlet

(A.brama)

- 5—

MARCH
1 18 29
s
2
?

* +  +
+ + +

s
+ + +
+ + +
+ + +
+ + +
+
+ + +
+ + +
+ +  +
1
+ + +
+ + +
o+

Remarks

Identificabtion not confir—
med due to distance.

"

n

Common, especially over
tlie Crocodile Complex,

2 to 3 birds seen soar-
ing over the crocodile
complex,

Only 1 bird seen in the
vicinity of the large .pond,
near the tiger enclosure.

Common in habitat 2

n

2 to 4 birds on the large
pond.

Common in deer enclosures
and habitat 3.

2 birds on the large pond
and 1 in Cheetal enclosu-
re,

Not very common. Seen
only ih Fflight,

Common,

fn

Justs labieds very siient,
Common. Has found its vo-
iee: dn Habitati 1

Common .,

One bird near gue
se, constantly mo
CTrowWs.

st hou-
bbed by




24
28
a9
30

B3

32

33
54

515)

56

House Swift

(A.affinig) + + o+
Palm Swift

(C.parvus) + +
Pied Kingfisher
(C.rudis) + +

Small Blue King-
fisher( A.alithis) 4+ 3 ot

Whitebreasted
Kingfisher
(Eesmyrmensis) - 4 4 +
Blue~tailed Bee--

Bater (M.philipp-

inus) 5
Small Green Bee-
Bater(M.orientalis)++ «+
Hoopoe

(U.epops) ok g
Crimsonbreasted
Barbet

(M,haemacepk«ia) 4 4 4
Goldenbackeq
Woodpecker

(D.benghal enge) +
Dugky Crag Martin
(H.concolor) +
Common Swallow
(H.mstic&_.) -
Redrumped Swallow
(H.daurica) +
Rufousbacked
Shrike(L.schach) +
Golden Oriole

(O.oriolus) + g
Black Drongo
(D.adsimilis) + + o+
Brahminy Myna
S.pagodarum) +
Common Myna

(Actristig) + + o+
Indian Tree Pie
(D.vagabunda) + +  +
HBouse_ Crow

(C.splendens) + o+ o+

Common Wood-Shrike
(T.pondicerianus) 5
Tora(A.tiphia) + +' 4

Common near Guest
€ 5o 4 birds on th
L8rce ohna

3

Not mire than halr :
birds, generally ove

&

mo&sts,

Commnner then above 2

9 to 10 birds in habita
it &

and 3.

Commen .

>

raxre

= >

Common near guest - house.

Rather secluded bird,

Common
Common but much re
since Jaruary,

Ubiquitous,

ery shy bhird, thus
g e
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o0

ol

03
o4
I9k5)
06
o7
o8
oY

60
61
62

63
64
65

!2:
O
i)
=

Red-=vented

Bul bul

(P.cafer) + o+ Common .

Common Babbler

(T.caudatus) + 4 + Common .

Jungle Babbler

(Biatriatug) + + Their call gives them away
Indian Wren Warb-

ler(P.csubflave + + Not so common.
Ashy Wren Warbler .

(P, socialis) + + + Common .
Tailor Bird

(Ossutorius) + + + "
Chiffchaff

(P.collybita) + Very & 7.
Magpie Robin

(C.saularis) + + + Commca.

Bl ack Redstart

(P.ochrurus) + + Common though reduced.
Indian Robin

(S.fuldoata) = + + Common.

Large Pied Wag-

tail + + + f

(Mu.madaraspatensis)

Grey VTagtail

(M.caspica) o4 BRIl avound; thoueh Fore
White Wagtail

(1

lotacilla alba) - i Considerably less.

Tickell's Flower-

pecker

(D.erythrorhynchos) + + Shy.
Purplerumped Sun-—

bird (H-"bylunlcé £ 3 3 Gommon,
Purple Sunbird

(N.agintica) + + + "
House Sparrow

P.domesticus) + + + Common nesar Zoo guarters.
Baya Though the nesgsts were seen
(P.philippinus) + on previous vists, the

birds were seen only on29th
(5~7) on large pond.

The ducks, who were in the genter .o
were very difficult to identify bec
observer-subject distance,

£ M1 alam Tank,
ause of the

In January a juvenile Openbilled Stork(:
mysteriously appeared on the large pond,
staying for 3 weeks, vanished;
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THE CROW OF HEAVEN. :

- Maj., Ahmed Abdul Azi
The Birds of Paradise have been well named for their plum-
age 1s gorgeous beysnd descriptidn. They are also known as

Crows of Heaven,

—+
e
()

that is., it has
toward the south

The names of some of the Birds of Paradise are as follows:—
1. Wilson's Bird of Paradisec (DthJltodvs.respublica)
2. Magnificent Rifle Bird (Ptiloris magnificent)

8=« Count Raggi's Bird of Para 2dise (Parsdisea Raggiana)
4y diittle king Bird of PJT*QloO ‘Cicinnurts regius)

5, Lesser Bird of Faradis (Pgrquesaug minor)

6., Sickle Bill (BEpimchus j(oto 1s)

“s Bluec Bivd of Paradise (Pa “ulﬁca rudel hi)

8. Lesser Supcrb Bird of Paradisec (Lophorina superba)
The island of New Guinea is ne early 2,200km. long and is
part of the Australian geological “‘1i1,

beer moving northward over ages of time

castern fringes of Asia. fichidna,  an Amvtwﬂjﬁah toothle

antester, T“”P“roow, Taipan Snake, Cassos
founda in New Guinea and related to the
Paradise and their relatives, the Bower

either aide of the Torres Straiti

Numerous birds have used the islend

i d
nigratory transition from southeast Asia
spetics, More than 43
st“@iwa-\ew Guinea reg-—
e <

ea is particularly rich in gvian
species are Lo be found in the Au
ipn, more than half New G
The Birds of Paradise, originally so ~al
are gorgeous, though they have no song,
gaudily coloured appearance, they are re

Across the water barricrs of prehistory
bird made its way #rom Asia to New Guzy
isolated home, it. founded a genus which

9

'D%rﬂdlsa ®. or 'Hivds ¢f Paradise!, A
are to be found in the northern forests

Guinea is their true home. Some 1like the

Wilson's Birds of Parﬁalso, are wide spr
lowlands of the island, The dramaticTh

Fmu), Bird

waries (a bird
ds of
H*rau, are found on

stopover in their
o« fnd so New Cuin-

’1'

led by the Snlnlqng
Inopﬂtb of their
elated to the crow.

a.drab O”OW—ll
e e tE new

has evolved into
one of nature's most spbctnou ar woncers,

the genus

though four specie
of Australia, New
rIarTrlfﬂcapu and
ead over the dricr
lve-Wired Bird of

Paradise frequents mangroves thers 1ike SiCkLO Bills

and ke Kino of DQXOHJ Bird cf Paradize
tain forests. The majority of birds =ro
feathers. '

are JFeound. 1n moun.-
clothed in finec

Z
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It was the early Malayan traders who gave them the name of
'God's Birds', The Portugese called them 'Sun Blrdote nd
the Spanigh, 'Birds of Paradise!'!

bits of the Birds of
Paradise and Bower Blrdo ro mblu g-lot, Jodtew Bivds oF
Paradise also build elaborate bowers and prance around in
them to attract the 'fair' (certainly not faireéer than the
malés) sex, While most Birds of Paradise chosse an empty
branch to dloulwy thelr wares, And how they dance and tw—
st and turn and Y%ob and rise and flufr their fcathers!
Mmost like rainbows in cvery tree! They are the Birds
of Paradise

Re fermices:

DOR =S
N

Wildlife Illustrated Londeon,.
The Atlas of World Wildiife

THE GIFT, - Courtes

When Nature made the Elephant

A gift she did bequeath -

4 trink whick h hangs down from thc fromj,
And picks up things beneath,

The Whale was blessced with t2i1 and fin
For swimming through the seas.

The Walrus with great folds of skin
Providing anti-freeze,

The Polar Bear was colored whites:

The Skmnk was filled with gases

The Hawk was blessed with wondrous sigh
Without the aid of glasses

Soft silky fur was dealt the Seal

The Kangarvo a pocket,

And to the sleek Electric Hel

A built-in D.C. socket.

<+

And Man, as anyone can see,
With his great gift is blessed:
A mind to think up ways that he
an - kill off Qllthb rest.

- Selected by Pranésh Badami,
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VANISHING WILDLIFE OF INDIA - 7,

The Indian Elephant (Elephas maximus).

The clephant, one of the largest terrestial mammals,at
present exists as two species — the African and the Indian,
The African Eliephant (Loxodonta africana) is taller,
heavier and has enormous ears, It is confined to the Afri-
can continent. The Indian counterpart 15 smaller in size
and extends over most of South East Asia.

The original elephant serritory in India  smpriscs the area
south of Mysore along the Western Ghats. COrissa, W.Bengal,
Bihar, Assam and the Himalayan foothills in U.P. The
average height of 'an adult malec is 9 feei and that of the
female a foot lower. Males generally posses tusks, thoug
tuskless males also exist. Thege are called 'makhurs!,
These makhurs are heavier and stronger ix built. Females
have very short tusks which do not protride out.
Elephants, contrary to our imagination prefer hilly and un-
dulating terrain covered with tall forcsts :nd bamboos.
They arc extremely versatile and can adapt to hot and humid
tropical jungles as well as cold tempera%e forests, Its
foot prints have been ,seen in the snows of Sikkim,.

erls of 5-60 ani-
mals are seen, These herds usually kcep to themselves but
occasionally stray females and calves change herds. The

bulls, on attaining a certain age, leave the nerd and lead
a golitary life. These may join tho herd and kzave it acc-
ording to their scxual nced, During the hot summer months,
these keep to the dense forests. When fodder 1s scarce,
the herd splits into smaller units and reunites with the
onset of favourable conditions.

These pachyderms are social animals and h

Elephants like water and keep in the vicinity of rivers or
lakes, They feed 'in the ccol hour of early morning and
late cvening, and take rest during midday and afier midni-
ght. They eat various grasses, leaves, bamdoo-stoots,pla-
ntains, bark of certain trees and raid thke crops at whe pe-
riphery of forests. In al, an elephant nceds 270-370Kgs,
of vegetable matver daily!

Little is known about its. breeding in the wl
period of gestation is 20 months long and the 'y
dropped in late autumn. Normally one calf-is borm at a
time and it is reared by its mother and snother

(7]
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ch takes on the role of a guardian sunt. Its scnse of smell

and hearing are highly developed and these-ecompensatie for
the poor sight.

Occagsionally adult male elephants go into bouts of excite-
ment-called musthy during which period they arc irritable
ond ‘feroelios,. This phenomcnon has been’ associated with
ungratified sexual desire, but the exact cause remains un-
known.

Since-the dawa of civilization, this g e dntelhlicent
and strong-:animal has been t&led and usecd for mand! serv-
ice. Though not yet endange cred, thelr number in: the wilds
is shrinking fast. Conservation mecasuresg are being taken
to ensure it suryival and evolution.

-~ Madhukar Reddy.

2

LETTER TO THE EDITORS.

Deor Sies

Thank you for the copy of your hiewsletter BLACK BUCK which
I found very interesting indeed. I am unable to trace the
nemes of the Chigirman, Seecretaxyy, Bditor. . chics of the

Club from the Newsletter., 1Is it recessary that they should
remain cryptic?

The fruil Bats referred (o .on page
arc possibly the Fulvous fruit bats
Cynopterus is not usually found in ca
1al eolonies.

Slgded.
Jd.C. Daiie
Curator,
Bombay Natural history Socicty.

"he butterfly will contimue to
hover over the field .and the tew
drops will still glitter upon vhe
grass wien the pyr;n:”g of Egypt are
Yevelled and the skyszrapers of New
Yotk are no more.t

- Kanlil Gibran.
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS.....

Our city has a varied bird-life and quite a
2lso come over, Some just pass through i
their winters here, in meore hospitable clime

hru

Se 2% n
Zoological Park is an excellent place for bird-watching
and recording the arrival and passage of migrants and tho
behaviour of residents, AMnd being almost in the city, the
pirdlife of NZ%P is a very good index of the city's bird
gpecics and populations. 4 regular checklist of birds 1s

being maintained by some birders of the club - of the %00 -9
aves. Their report is included.

Other places of intercst being the Indira Park, the Public
s, and somc of thc lakes around our city. For ser-
ious birding however, readers can join the Birdwatcher's

¢lub of Andhra Pradesh by contacting Dr. Tej Kumar, Dept.;
af Bntomobogy, College of Agriculture, Rajcndranaga

=

Hyd -500030 .

If any of you haven't seen a picture of any of the Birds
of Paradise, well, you nave missed something. 2Plcase go
through a book on birds of the world =md gasp at the aves
of the Paradise of Birds - .New Guinea. In his article,
Mejor Aziz says something about these 'gorgeous' birds.
.Maijor Aziz is an extremely dedicated conservationist, being
the member of various organisatlons dedicated to the world
of conservation.

716 Black Buck has been made a quarterly. Tou will now
receive 4 issues in a year and any supplements brought

ir that period.

>ut during

e would like to remidd those of our readers who have not
sent in their subscriptions yet, to please send thcm a
gquickly as possible. Tt would make things more casicr for
us., Those who are interested in back issucs may al so
write to Uss

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY,
Tdited for the HYDERABAD NATURE CLURBR by Aashecsh Pittile

and Prancsh Badami. Contact us at 14-7-370, Begum Bazaxr,
Eylerabad-50001%.
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HYDERABAD NATURE CLUB

On the 22nd of November in 1978, Hyderabad Nature Club was born. Conceived by a smalj
group of students of this city, Hyderabad Nature Club has grown as a conservation organisa-
tion. With active participation of members and subscribers, the club has furthered the cause of
wildlife conservation and love of nature in the state.

- @

Other than frequent field trips, the club aims to;

1. learn more about nature in all its forms—flora and fauna—and to aid im
her conservation.

create an interest in our natural heritage amongst students,
inculcate in young minds a love for nature, by participating in our projects,
organise talks and audio-visual programmes by eminent conservationists,

hold film-shows on wildlife for members, and

® o &5 w N

bring out a quarterly newsletter for our members and subscribers and keep them
informed of the club’s activities, the latest local news regarding conservation and as
a medium of education.

The Hyderabad Nature Club meets every first and third Thursday of the month at St. Paul’s
High School, Hyderguda Meetings commence at 6 p. m. Members are informed via the
engagement columns of the newspapers.
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A DATE WITH THE HIMALAYAS (A report on the Manalj Camp 19811
'~ K. Madhukar Reddy.

Since 1978, WWF-India has been conducting Nature Qrientation
camps at Manali, in the Himalayas. These camps are exclusively
for NCI members., Manali, at a height of 6,500ft. nestles in the
relatively unspoilt upper reaches of the Kulu Valley in Himachal
Pradesh, Surrounded by snow clad peaks, it is known for its
scenic beauty.

Qur camp was located 2km off Manali between a mountain and River
Beas. The participants, 40 in all, were from nature clubs all
over India. We were mostly students but also included were
teachers, businessmen, employees and a Sub Lt. of the Navy. One
thing we all had in common was a love for nature. Most of us
were camping in the Himalayas for the first time and excitment
ran high. The dctivities during our stay in the camp included
trekkIiy, rapelling, river crossing and obscrving the Himalayan
flora and fauna. Besides these, we had interesting talks and
discussions on various aspects of nature, ccology and conservation
in general. :

As campers trickled in, on the first day of The camp, the process
of getting to know each other went on well past noon, Later

we set out in small groups to explore our immediate environment.
The picturesque surroundings, with the snow cappéd mountains
clothed with lush green forests and the crystal clean Beao wind-
ing its way down the valley - enchanted us,

Phat day; durlng one af his %alks, the camp direectqy Mr. Lavkumar




co

Xhacher impressed upon us the importance of appreciating and
enjoying nature around us. He said that later this would lead to
ijts study and conservation. Some of the reasons put forth by the
campers in a discussion on the need for conservation were,

i) Nature provides healthy recreation for man's emotional well
being, ii) It helps in sustaining a viable environemnt for man-
kind 's continucd existence on this planet, and iii) Its genetic
potential when tapped can provide better drugs and food for the
millions.

The next day we, a group of 20 campers, set out early to climb
the nearby peak - Khanpari Dibba (13,400ft). This took us through
magnificient pine forests with the forest floor dotted with a
variety of ferns and beautiful violet flowers - which we later
came to know as Irises. Those amongst us interested in botany
collected specimens of lichens, mosses, fungi and ferns for our
herbariums., Profusely flowering rose bushes, white, pink and
red, growing wild, hedged the numerous apple orchards. As we
ascended higher and higher, the splendid view of the Kulu Valley
unfolded before us, Silvery birches andrhododendrons constituted
the tree-line., Crossing these we entered sprawling meadows
carpeted with a variety of flowers of different colours and
shades. Nine of us reached the pcak after a gruelling climb and
were rewarded with a spectacular panorama of the Himalayas. This
beautiful and awe inspiring sight reminded us t of the tremend-
ous geological forces moulding them. We returned to camp late

at night, tired but happy.

The next few days we spent learning the basic skills of mountain-
eering. We practised seat, shoulder and stomach rapelling under
the watchful eyes of .the instructor. Though climbing down those
vertical faces of rock was scary, it was thrilling. We also
learnt to cross strecms with the help of ropes. One evening we
had an informative lecture on reptiles in general and snakes in
particular by Chandrakant Wakankar, the education officer of
WWF-India. This talk cleared numerous doubts of campers regard-
ing the much dreaded snakes and interesting facts about the anato-
my, physiology and habits of snakes held our attention. That
night a Saw-Scaled Viper (Echis carinatus)and a harmless water
snake were shovn to us. The lecture next day was about the
unique Himalayan flora which, within a height of a few thousand
feet, represents the flora cxtending from the tropics %o the
poles! We also learnt to identify different trees like Deodar,
Qak, Spruce, Fir and Birch. These different specics of trees
exist at different altitudes where the climatic conditions are
suitable for them, .

We also had an opportunity to see the different species of lichens
which play an important part in the formation of soil from rock.
The fact that 6,000 million tonneg of top soil is being eroded

in India alone, mainly due to the loss of forest cover, shocked
us.

Next day we treckked to RBundi where Solang Nala, a tributary of the
Beas, takes birth from a.glacier. We kept to its banks all

U RS TR RN DY
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through the trek. Crossing the rushing rivulet over slippery

log bridges was exciting. The same night we took a long walk,
without torches, and discovered the considerable night vision

we possess! The following day we walked to a nearby village

for a glimpse of a captibe Monal Pheasant (Lophophorus impe janus).
This beautiful bird in its irridiscent colours Suppasses the-
Peacock (Pavo cristatus) in beauty. We were sad to note that
thig bird 18:a highly endangercd species. We observed serversl
birds like the Himalayan Whistling Thrush (Myiophonus caeruleus)?,
Plumbeous Redstart (Rhyacornis fuliginosus), Whitecapped Redstart
(Chaimarrornis leucocephalus), Paradise Flycatcher (Terpsiphone
paradisi)?, Dipper (?), etc. The dipper was particularly interest-
ing as 1t remained underwater for nearly half a minute, foraging
for insects and larvae. The clear skics that night enabled us

to gaze at the stars and we could ldentify some constellations.

; For the last few days we set up a high altitude camp at g height
-~/ of about 8,000ft. in an oak forest. The drive %o this place
2 took us over winding roads which clung to the near vertical

mountains' sides. The day after setting up camp, all of us
trekked a long way to Rohtang Pass. We passed through dew laden
meadows interspersed with islands of blooming rhododendrons.

We slithered down slopes of suow and inched our way up and dowm
precarious slopes, We lunched besidc a waterfall and finally
reached the Pass. This Pass is at =1 highheight of 12,731f%.

! and conneccts the Kulu and Lahaul Valleys. We returned to camp,
i a tired lot, after the pleasant experience in the snow. The

3 succeedéng-day we trekked upto Barigu Lake ( 14,900 of. )

| This is enclosed on all sides by mountains and is mostly frozen.
i It is a place of pilgrimage. This trek took us mostly over
Snow covered terrain, We spoent the moonlit night around & warm
campfire playing games znd singing songs - enjoying ourselves
thoroughly.

We reached our camp at Manali the next day, on the way to our
respective destinations., We =11 felt heavy hearted at the
thought of leaving tnis wondecrful place for the dust and din
of cities. While returning by bus we noticed the Himal ayan:
foothills completely stripped of their forest cover.

)

Whether it was knowing the intercsting ccological concepts or
rapelling down the rock faces, tasting the absolute tiredness
of the treks or a relaxing dip in the hot springs of Vashishth
=~ We were ecstatic and absolutely thrillecd by the cxperience.




AT HOME WITH BIRDS.
o - Aasheesh Pittie.

I have made it a habit %o birdwatch wherever 1 go. This type of

birdwatching rieed not be done in full gear, with binoculars, note
pad, reference book, etc. I% is Jjust casual watching that I in-

dulge in. 1% 15 indeed a very good pastime when a job or assign-
ment gets dull. :

At home, I do not birdwatch seriously, I. do not go out everyday,
early in the morning and take down copious notes. ‘M1 3:-do- 1y
jot down the names ofall the birds I.see throughout a day. It
has become a habit with me.to glance at the sky every now and
then, whenever 1 am outdoors. When a bird calls, my €ars prick
up, and if I do not know the caller, I take a few minutes time to
go out and see who it is. .If he i rotill cemouflaged, I dofot
persist. I come in and wait for another day. Invariably I find
out who calls and tries to stay ennonymous. :

This has been going on regularly for practically a year now, and I
have become quite famililar with:-my avian friends, in Begum ‘Bazar.
I note down thelr names on a graph paper, and then tick off their
presence each day. Each paper is for a month, atithe end of which
I take another sheet, and do it a1l :over agiin, The.result 'is a
very interesting list of the birds which. are seen regulbrly or
heard regularly and also those which visit me occassionally, oT
‘call from afar. I have not noted some of the birds which fly

over my house regularly, because birds in flight are gifficult %o
jdentify. This is more SoO when different species of the same
family are concerned. Tet me take the example of the egrets,
Everyday many egrets fly overhead, but I cannot differentiate be-
tween a Medien Egret and a Large Egret - while they are in flight.
Pherefore have I desisted from recording these birds. There are
also a few birds who I do not see, but whose calls I recognise -
thege I have included in the 1ist. In the Iist, which follows, 3

have added notes after the name of each bird to make things clearer.

1. Neophron percnopterus - Egyptian Vulture - These arc scen
only in flight, soaring above my head, taking advantage of
every warm air current, always circling. They come from out
of the blue and disappear into the haze far away. Very
rarely seen.

2 Milvus migrans - Pariah lite - Very common. IBvery morning 2a
few of them come skimming over the huildings, banking, turm-
ingtowards some Blue Rock Pigecons, scaring them., I somc-
times feel they do this just to show off their power, The
sky is filled with scared pigeons, fluttering about in fright.
I see these raptors every day.

3 Falco tinnunculus - Kestrel - It is scen only in flight,
high overhead, occassionally hovering in mid aire Once I
saw it plumpet out of the sky. Tt fell 1iké an arrow ahot
from the heavens and disappearsd behind some buildings.
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8.

10.

11.
12.

13.
. 14,

15.

16.
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Columba livia - Blue Rock Pigeon - In Begum Bazar, wherever I
turn my head, I see a pigeon. It is everywhere, everyday. It
is one of the birds whach has adapted itself very well to man-

- kinds'! way of life.

Streptopelia chinensis - Spotted Dove - Occassionally I hear
this doves! croon. It goés on and on and everything almost
otands still. Doves come five to six times in a week. Most
probably they inkhiabit the untouched graveyard near my house.
In Feb. Mar, and Apr. I heard or saw them every day. _
Psittacula krameri - Roseringed Parakeet - This bird flie

overhead everyday, in the morning and evening. I need not be

outside to see it. It screams from the heavens as it flies by
and T lnow it. My heart screams back. I see/hear it daily.

Budynamys scolopacea - Koel — The handsome male with that rich
vnice, and the shaggy female with a torn larynx, gspeak to each
other whils I lesten. They started calling in March and call-

_ed to cach other till July. Sometimes, when the heat prevent-
_ed me from sleep, I heard them call to each other at 2am! I

am quite sure this was not a dream, for I got up %o look at
my watch. : ' :
Megalaima haemacephala — Crimson Breasted Barbet - The littie
green coppersmith, with his throat of red and yellow, works
from the top most branch of the Longifolia tree in my garden.,
In Jan. and Feb. he did not call., But from Mar,., to Jul. he
has not stopped beating copper. =

Arus affinis - House Swift - They nest in my house. A nest
of feathers, cosy and safe., Their trilling twitter greets me
so often, as they speed by a window, or gather for their
occassional meetings, high above my house, pondering over un-
known affairs. i =

Holcyon smyrnensis ~ Wnitcbreasted Kingfisher — I saw it
thrice in Mar. amd 2 times in Apr. Came from the river prob-
avly, and sat on a tree proclaiming itself in that shwill way
it has, and showing off its clean ‘shirt fromt'. '
Sturnus pagodarum - Brahminy Myna --Avery rare visitor this.,
Acridotheres Brisiis - Common Myna - A really noisy neighbour.
Imitating every conceivable sound and scolding every visible
human movement - and it can see far! Seen daily. One pair
is resident in the garden, while flocks fly over daily in the
morning and at sunset.

Corvus splendens -~ House Crow - The 1less said the better.
Pycnonotus cafer = Red Vented Bulbul - A very playful -bird.
Jumping constantly from one branch to another, flicking its
tail and calling in that throaty voice. Does not come often
into the garden, but camc daily in Mar, and Apr.

Saxicola caprata - Pied Bushchat - A pair sleeps in my house
every night. I notice them in the evening when the male
chases the female, or either of them hawks insects. Their
call is a deep ‘'chuck', followed by a raising and lowering of
the tail. :

Saxicoloides fulicata - Indian Robin - Only the female is seen
when the lawn is mowed. She is a confiding person, and likes
to come close., .But she is very nosy. Always probing into
nooks and crannies. When searching for worms in the freshly
mowed lawn, she stands erect and lowering her wings, hisses.
Then suddenly she bends forward and catches the worm in her
beak, She then flies off. :
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17+ Motacilla maderaspatensis - Large Pied Wagtail - A pair
t:rilive next door. Barly in %he year they are very noisy.
After Mar, their banter and activity lessens cc. siderably.
They are in <he habit of wagging their tails too much.

18, Passeéer domesticus - House Sparrow - Ubiquitous, quarreclsome

¥ ball of feathers,

The Tailor Bird (Orthotomus sutorius)drops in sometimes, to enqui-
re of my clothes, The sunbirds, both Purple(Nectgarinia asiatica)

_znd Purple Rumped (Nectarinia zeylonica) also come now and then,
'see-sweeing' from a nearbp bough. Thelr visits are like lightn-

ing raids. Birding is fun. I have madec many friends and am
sure will make many more later in the year.

CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF NEHRU ZOOLOGICAL PARK — g

i

—:Binod C Choudhury
Aga Mujahid Hussain
D B Venkatesh Varma

The second quarter of the year was exam time for most of us.
During this period, binoculars were kept aside and books taken
up. 4s a result of this, we could birdwatch only after the
exams were over, We tramped over to the zoo on the -1at of
Junexamd saw the following birds.
.1,  Paddy Bird - Ardeola grayii
2. Large Egret - Ardea alba alba
3e Lesser Whistling Teal - Dendrxocygna javanica

. Pariah Kite - Milvus migrans govinda

4
B Whitebreasted Waterhen - Amaurornis phoenicurus
G, Indian Moorhen - Gallinula chloTropus

7

. Purple Moorhen - ¥Porphyrio porphyrio poliocephalus
8, Redwattled Lapwing - Vanellus indicus
9. Spotted Dove - Streptopelia chinensis

10. Roseringed Parakeet - Psittacula krameri
11, Koel - Eudynamys scolopacea N
19, CGoucsl -'déntropus sinensis parroti

13. House Swift - Apus affinis

14, Palm Swift - Cypsiurus parvus>

15, ©Pied Kingfisher - Ceryle rudis

16. .CommOQaKingfisher ~ Alcedo atthis

|
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Whitethroated Kingfisher - Halcyon smyrnensis
small Green Bee. Eater — Merops orientalis
Roller - Coracias benghaleéensis

Hoopoe - Upupa epops

Crimsonbreasted Barbet - Megalaima haema cephala
Goldenbacked Vioodpecker - Dinopium benghalense

Golden Oriole - Oriclus oriolus kundoo
Black Drongo ~ Dicrurus adsimilis
Brahminy Myna - Sturnus pagodarum
Common Myna - Acridotheres tristis
Indian Tree Pie - Dendrocitta vagabunda
House Crow - Corvis splenden
Common Wood-Shrike - Tephrodornis pondicerianus
lora -~ Aegithina tiphig

Redvented Bulbul ~ Pycnonotus cafer

Jungle Babbler - Ixrdo_ues striatus
Common Babbler - Tu oldes caudatus

Indt=n Wren Warbler - Prinia subflava

Ashy Wren-Warbler — Prin:g socialis
Tailorbird - Orthotomus sutorius
Magpie Robin - Copsychus saularis
Indian Robin - Saxicoloides fulicatg

Indian Pipit - Mnthus novze

Pl
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Large Pied Wagtail - Mota-ills maderaspatensis

Nectarinia Zeylonicsa

Purpl erumped Sunbi

lcaeum erythrorhynchos

=

0
Tickell's Flower vecker -
Bay a

Q)
]
1
(@}
P
f4r)
=
0
l{j
[
I
}.._J
b
1o
ol
FJ
£
N

"n @l ldld 5 fa 2 o 7 snratih s :
That wildlife is merely something to shoot at or look at is
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the grossest of falacies., It ofien represents the difference

between rich country and maere land."

— Aldo Leopold
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THE VANISHING WILDLIFE OF INDIA = 8 ‘
Tiontailed Macague (Macaca silenus)
- Madhukar Reddy
This primate is one of the animals confined only to the Western
Chats of Penninsular India, It has been lately in the news :
along with the Silent Valley - the fate of both entwined B ti-
5 2 Av
mately and still hanging in blalnce, ' L /|

The Liontailed Macaque is a resident of dense tropical evergreen
forests (sholas) of the Western Ghats. Its range includes part
of Karnatéka9 Pamil Nadu and Kerala., It is distinguished from
other macaques by its great mane of grey hairs growing from its :
cheeks and temples and by its glossy black coat. This black .
coat forms a perfect camodflage in the dimly 1it canopied forests.

% & spoubt o .couple of feel i

]

height with a foot long tail.

Males are slightly larger.

The Macaca silenus are gregaricus animals living in troops of

12 - 20 or more. These are arboreal and are shy and seclusive "
ereatures and hence gre rarely sée;. Their call resembles the

human voice., These animals mainly-eat the fruit of culenia ex-
clesia which itself is a plant on the endangered list. Thefe

fruit trees grow preferentially along the river sides and are
threatened with submergence by the lakes-formed by daming the
rivers.

Seventeen years ago 32 troops with about 500 animals have been
counted, but recent counts indicate only 11 troops with about
175 animals, These animals are highly endamgered, this being

the result of habitat destruction and mindless poaching,
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WWF-India has opened a Data Centre for Natural Resourses at
Bangalore. The Centre will collect material about wildlife and /
habitats, and suitably index them for reference and use by in- ’
terested persons, with a view %o promote conservation and pre- »E
vent destruction of habitat through control of environmental f
pollution. The functions of the Centre will thus be two { ¢
fold; to collect and to disseminate information. The Centre f
willl also collect unusual photographs, both black and white f
and colour, relating to the above topics. Any help would be 2
appreciated, use tearaway sheet below to make contact. % <
K
\
€% v iAot s de g oGl BETRL LG 50 s e g
To
The Administrator,
Data Centre for Natural Resources,
C/0 Dynacraft Machine Co Ltd,
36, 7th Cross (First Floor)
Vasanthancgar,
Bangalore~560 052,
Decr 5it;
I am actively interested in Contgol of environmental pollution
and/or in conservation of plantsAanimal s/birds/insects/fish
of common/rare species. I will éupply/need information on this
subject from time to time, and I will contact you.
Yours faithfully
;
Name: (Signature)
Address: -
Place: =
=
S
s
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS . . . + .

Away from traffic-jams, ocrﬂqmlqg vehicles, dense fumy air,
nose-pinching stinks and the daily human routine-lies Manali,
surrounded by snow clad and LO*LSbGd mountains, Imnumerable
Waterfalls descend in slow motion to drape. sheer rock cliffs
with plumy whiteness. The scenery is so breathtaking, so pure
that one only dreams it 1it. ut how many are lucky Vneugk
stand amidst their dreams? s s s Bt Naodhukar conbinue, for
he was one of the lucky ones to visit Manali with the World
Wildlife Fund - India,

WWF-India, one of the leading conservation OLBaQISHthnS of
India, holds nature canps for the members of its youth movement,

the Nature Clubs of India, at different places throughout the P
country to enable young Indians to know and learn about nature, &
The general activities in these camps are nature walks, bird- »

watching trips, trekking, talks by promlnont conservatipnigts,

hiking, insect and flora studies, etc. Apart from these funct-

ions, the ¢amps help to bring about a greater understanding

among members, a mutual feeling of brotherhood, The participants
realise that what they are doing is essential, Their

enthusiasm increasces and they pursue thelr tasks with vigour. 5

To say nothing about the healthy wholesome alir and the -sense of .
adventure. : A

The organisors of such naturé camps beleive that land is a
eommunity is & basic .concept of ecology, but that l1and is to be
lToved aiid Yespected 15 an extension of elhics.,.and.. . We &an
be ethical only in relation to something we can see, feel,
understand, love or otherwise have faith in. Join the nature
clubs and experience for yourself.

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY. -'
Edited for Hyd Nat Club by Aashecesh Pittie and Pranesh Badami. {
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On the 22nd of November in 1978, Hyderabad Nature Club was born. Conceived by a smal] [ i
group of students cf this city, Hyderabad Nature Club has grown as a conservation organisa- j
tion. With active participation of members and subscribers, the club has furthered the cause of '
wildlife conservation and love of nature in the state. |
Other than freque‘nt field trips, the club aims to; l‘ }
3
1. learn more about nature in all its forms—flora and fauna—and to aid im ‘
her conservation. i
2. create an interest in our natural heritage amongst students, §
3. inculcate in young minds a love for nature, by participating in our projects, i
4. organise talks and audio-visual programmes by eminent conservationists,
5. hold film-shows on wildlife for members, and £~
6.

bring out a quarterly newsletter for our members and subscribers and keep them
informed of the club’s activities, the latest local news regarding conservation and as
a medium of education.

The Hyderabad Nature Club meets every first and third Thursday of the month at St. Paul’'s
High School, Hyderguda Meetings commence at 6 p. m. Members are informed via the
engagement columns of the newspapers.
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Notes Prenm The Editop .

, may fing & group of
mugd 1ookwg through binoculars at
: they are not foolg but lemberg Oof the Hyderabad
ﬁ Club, I happy to S8y that from the 3rd of Sept ;
one of then,

S activities :
along the bankg 0f the Musi , Dhiren, Mukegy Ad T hag
been invi teg by the HNe¢ Secretary %0 join the Club on thig trek,
The trek Was go ®njoyabie that we €nrolleg as
1mmediate1y afterward
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I caught a bus to Malakpet and got off at the T V tower. -The
trek had begun,

From then onwards for the next 10 kilometres it was only amatter

of how deep the mud was that you wers standlng in or how wet your
bsocks were.

We saw nearly 40 types of birds that live near water (see list

further on). There were large numbers of Ashy Wren Warblers

(Prinia socialis) and Weaver Birds(Ploceus phillippinus). Surpris-

1ng1y very few Pariah Kites (Milvus migrans) were spotted, on the
latter half of the trek.

It was hard walking and the only way to amuse oursclves was
counting the number of times one uof us fell in the shugh, o F
was the first to fall but by the end of these 15 wet kilometers
BC had an unbeatable lead, and I had the soggiest socks.

We ate a part of our packed lunches as our shoes dried and estimat-

cd the distance between where we were sitting and a water tank on
the horizon. This tank was on the periphery of the Vanasthali
The estimates varied from 4kms to 12 kms!

(3

Now the walklng was much casier through dry serub and then on the
main road The only thlng that kept us going was th> Vanasthali
Deer Park where we were heading. About2 kms from the Vanasthali
a very sweet sardarji offered us a lift. Wow! we were sitting

in a car relaxed and still the kilometers whizzed by, It ig very '

common for many of us to sit in a car, but after 15 kms of walk-
ing one realizes what a luxury it is. :

We ate lunch in a little forest shack in the Vanasthali and

then went to see the deer. Plenty of snaps were shot by Aasheesh

“ through a camera battered with mud. Welc.f t the deer park at

4.45 pm, caught a bus to Koti and came home.

:The trek had been educativé, amusing and an unforgettable experie

nce, One thing I''am sure’of is that &11 of us would be resdy to
do it again. '

~
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AN oIT \TO DINDE RESFRVOIR FOR BIRD WATCHING

DS, Gangakhcdka* DFO
AChaLllp%t

For birdwatcher's it is essential %o note down ‘the time and
degeon of migratory birds' arrivals =nd departures., Certain
‘res-water lakes or reservoirs when full, do not show any
appre¢niable increase in the bird populations of different species.
Whei Ls one definitely sees many bird species as the wat
dryi.gup or is released for cultivation.,.

er is

This creates a situation

*hen the fish, mollusc and inscct population’s in the water become

easy prey to the land and water birds along the periphery of the
tank or lake, Rare birds including migratory ones do visit such
lakes at such times.

Dindi Reservoir is across Dindi River, which is usually seasonal

and gets rainwater from the catchments in Nalgonda and

Mahbubnagar
Districts.

This reservoir can last for about two scaSons of
drought when water is almost 1 to 3 feet in depth in the comming

2na dry season before the monsoons. :The fresh water molluscs are

“euty in this reservoir and attract many a water bird during this
tlme.

On 3-2-1981 I accompanied Sri Pushp Kumar (I.F.S.) - Consgrvator
of Forests, Wildlife Management, Andhra Pradesh - to Dindi
reservolr, We had earlier seen a number of water birds hCLL,

when tae reservoir had almost dried up. We managed to carry.

telescope this time, for a clearer view of each SpulOOS. Earli

cr
we had carried a 7 X 50 binoculars.
The following is a checklist of the birds spotted along the
drying Dindi Reservoir on 3rd February 1981,
B lish/Latin name Number spotted ' Local name
:5F Barheaded Geese riat

(Anser indicus) 2 flocks of 30 : Tella

‘ each, ‘s, Bathulu

24 Openbilled Stork
Anastomus oscitans) 40 to B0

U Painted Stork
(Ibis leucocephalys .




English/Latin name

4, Greater'Flamingo
(Phoconicopterus roseus)

O« 3. sser Flamingo
"~ hoeniconaias minor)

6. Spotbill Duck

(Anas p. poecilorhyncha)

7. Brahmini-Duck
(Tadorna ferruginea)

8. Spoonbill
(E;atalea leucorodia)

9. Twte Ibis

Number spotted

35 Samudra
Kondalu

5 H

a few

40 to 45 Errabathulu

above 10

(hreskiornis melanocephala) above 5

Leuser Whistling Teal
(ngdrocygna javanica)
11. Grey Pelicen

(Pelicanus philippinus)
12. White Stork

(Ciconia coconia)
Whitengcked Stork
(Ciconia episcopus)

#. RBlaek Ihis
(Pseudibis papillosa)

15¢ Avocet
(Recurvirostra avosetta)

16. Blackwinged Stilt
(Himantopus himantopus)

17. Shoveller

: (Anas clypeata)

18, Merylin (%)

19. Large Egret
(Q@:etta alba)

25. Litlle Bgret
(Beretta garzetta)

21, Black Stork
(Cizonia nigra)

22, Hight Heron
(Nycticorax nycticorax)

.25, Grey Heron

. {Ardea cinerea)

a few
only 1
about 30
2o 8
4 Nellamoothi
Konga
about 30
8 %o 10
1
20 to 70 Ghongadi-
musi Konga .
few Chintugu
20 to 30

It magy be noted that the Common Mollusc Shells are extracted

Local name
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for their calcium carbonate value affef they are burned for special
Utds The limé from these shells, it is leamst, h

fine finish - like marbled walls. T wondey' 5% m
‘ used for the final coat of  plaster

he lasting effect is emphasised,

as a very soft,
ight have been
on the Chaminar of Hydera ag

A

Among the fish av

allable in the Teservoir as prey-feod for the
wild birds,

the following have been noted as

exiSting;
1) Boccha 2) Vallagu 3)

Mirgalu and 4) Korramatta,

While gathering information about xre
cultivators were shown the book
They immediately identified

re birds, some of the local
"Common Birds" W Dr, Salim Ali,
and pointed out that the Great Indian
Bustard visits this reservoir and Surroundings in typical scasong,
& This birg has heen searched along Dindi's

S upper catchment upto
Tadur village in Nagarkurnool Lagy, where guring last Summer ie,,
Apr’l 1980, there was information th

located a couple of Great Indian Bus
We have a scheme now to survey these birds along the
from Tadur to_Dindi along the river catchment,
members of Nature Clubs ma
tne drought

i
‘5
4

at the Villagers of Tadyr

tards (Choriotis nigriceps)!

e P AT LS SRR g
REACY UG S S S R

villages

Birdwatchers ang
Y --&l so think of Visitin

g this area in
periods and to -see the Great Indi

an Bustard .,
IS was g very interesting and lucky visit,
g€0es and the Barheaded Geese were the main attraction,  The
presence of one Gredt Pelich

N Was a rare chance. The often

-~ dipping_Black Storks in search of molluscs were s pPleasant sight,
h good amount of photography in colour was attempted., The

ring Black Storks are-a good shot j

the main danm from where one.c

The Greater Flamin—

hove ust when they are sbove

an- snap them,

SHEA S T S - AR 5
'5’% B0 e made &by

£

£

Members may take such apportunities,

birdwatching is Amrabad Tank in Anrab
altitude of about 2000ft above msl;-;So also a visit t, one small

lake, east of 46th km, along Nalgonda-Deverk
to the presence of Black Ibis,

Another closeby spot for
ad village at 1 general

ondy road will Tead
Spoonbills anad Painted Storks,

v

3 e e et
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I:: the end I must say that the v

isit unfolded the truth tha-
Grea

ter Flamingos migrate long distances in
i ¢ He sver, whether they brecd here is to
i

-

the
the south even to Dindi,
be confimed,
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BIRDS SEEN ALONG THE MUSI RIVER

[N
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19.
20,
21,

22

23.
24,
25,
26.
27,
28.
29,
30.
51,
32,
33,
34,

= Ro@ Choudhury

Zaynalabidin Khan

Dhiren

= Mukesh Maheshwari

Aasheesh Pttt

Paddy Bird (Ardeola grayii)

Cattle Begret (Bubuleus ibis coromandus)
Little Egret (Egretta g garzetta)
Parish Kite (Milvus migrens govinda)

Egyptian Vulture (Meophron percnopterus ginginianusg)

Painted Partridge (Francolinus R pictus)
Redwattl ed Lapwing (Vanellus i indicus)

Stone Curlew (Burhinus ocdicnecmus indicus)

Blue Rock Pigeon (Columbs livia intermedia)

Ring Dove (Streptopelia d decaocto)

Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis suratensis)
Roseringed Parakcet (Psittacula krameri)

Pied Crested Cuckoo (Clamator Jacobinus serratus)

Koel (Eudynamys S Scolopacea)

Coucal (Centropus sinensis parroti)

Common Indian Nightjar (Caprimulgus a asiaticus)

Palm Swift (Cypsiurus Rarvus batasiensisg)

Whitebreasted Kingfisher (Haleyon 5 smyrnensis)

Small Green Bee-Eater (Merops @ orientalis)
Roller (Coracias benghalensis indieca)
Ashycrowned Finch Lark (BEremopterix grisca)
Wiretailed Swallow (Hirundo smithii filifcra)
Redrumped Swallow (Hirunds daurica erythropygia)
Rufousbacked Shrike (Lanius schach erythronotus)
Black Drongo (Dicrurus adsimilis macrocercus)
Ashy Swallow-Shrike (Artamus fuscus)

Brahimny Myna (Sturnus pagodarum)

Common Myna (Acridotheres t tristis)

House Crow (Corvus S splendens)

Jungle Crow (Corvus macrorhynchus culminatus)
lora (Aegithina tiphis deignani)

Redvented Bulbul (Pycnonotus c cafer)

Common Babbler (Turdoides ¢ caudatusg)

Jungle Babbler (Turdoides Striatus orientalis)

5
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35. Lshy Wren Warbler (BPrinia s sooialis)

36, Tailor Bird (Orthotomus sut)rlub guzurat 1)
37. Pied Bushchat (Saxicola ca vrnt )
38+ Indian Robin (gaxlcolvides fullcata)

39. Large Pied Wagtail (Motabilla,maaeraspatensis)_
40. House Sparrow (Passer domesticus indicug)

41. Baya (RBloceus p philippinus)

42. Whitethroated Munia (Lonchura m malabarica)

43. Spotted Munia (Lonchura p punctul ata)

CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF NEHRU ZOOLOGICAL PARK:-3.

— Binod € Choudhury
Aga Mujahid Hussain
D.B.Venkatesh Varma

SPECIES ‘ 23 AUG- '81 b EEPT 51
i, Paddy Bird ~Ardeola grmyii : - Present
b Lesser Jthtllng Teal -Dundrocygna
Javenica’ ' Present

S Pariah Kite -Milvus migrans Present Present
4. Whitebreasted Waterhen— ; ,

Anauroris phoenicurus - o Present Fresent
O. Indian Moorhen -Gallinula chloropus i Present
6.  Redwattled Lapwing-Vanellus indicus " o
o Btone Curlew-Burhinu$ oedicnimus = 4
8. Blue Rock Pigeon-Columba livia ok 4
O's Spotted Dove—Streptopalia:chinensis - L,

10, Roseringed Parakeet-Psittacula
krameri 3 i

11. Imdiam Plaimtive Cockoop-

Cacomantis merulinus : L % b
12. Koel-Budynamys scolopaceca - " ’5 o
13. Pied Crested Cuckoo-Clamator jacobinus" 2
14. Coucal-Centropus sinensis 5 She o
15. Spotted Owlet=Athene brama W e
16. ©Small Blue Kingfisher-Alcedo atthis - It

17. Whitcbreasted Kingfisher-Halcyon
Smy rnen sis 4 "

o
o
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SPECIES B3 AUG '8 SEPT -84
18. Small Green Bee—EateréMerops
orientalis Present Present
19. House Swift-Apus affinis " -
20. Palm Swift-Cypsiurus parvus " -
21. Hoopoe-Upupa epops i 9
22. Goldenbacked Woodpecker-Dinopium
benghalense 2 i
23. Golden Oriole-Oriolus oriolus . i
24. Black Drongo-Dicrurus adsimilis ! n
25, Common Myna-Acridotheres tristis 3 i
26, Indian Tree Pie-Dendrocitta wvagabunda® 4
27. Brahminy Myna-Sturnus pagodarum " T
28. House Crow-Corvus splendens 1 "
29. Jungle Crow-Corvus macrorhynchos - 2
30. Common Wood-Shrike-Tephrodoris
pondicerianus - i
31, Little Minivet-Pericrocotus
: cinnamomeus - i
32. Iora-Aegithina tiphia d "
33. Redvented Bublul-Pycnonotus cafer 3 i
34, GCommon Babbler-Turdoides caudatus " i
35. Jungle Babbler-Turdoides striatus - "
36. Ashy Wren-Warbler-Prinia socialis i i
37. Magpie Robin-Copsychus saularis s -
38. Indian Robin-Saxicoloidcs fulicata n 4
39, Grey Wagtail-Motacilla caspica - &
40. Large Pied Wagtail-Motacilla
maderaspatensis 5 i
41, Purplerumped Sunbird-Nectarinia
zeylonica i n
42. House Sparrow-Pas$er domesticus 4 it
43, Baya-Ploceus philippinus i -
44, Blackheaded Muniaeﬁonchura mal acca - -
45. " =

tails., We gaw a couplc nesting in the Himalayan Black Bear
enclosure, ;
the Bayas,

There were

Spotted Munia-Lanchura punctulata

‘This was E@} nesting season of thc Large Pied Wag-

Purpl crwnped Sunbirds were also nesting, as were
We saw the Blackheaded Munias for the first time.

5-7 birdsd on-the -typha reeds near the large pond.

i
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TRIBALS AND NATURZs

w

Having worked with the Koyas, Kondzreddis, Cadabas and Sauras of Vishalkhs

(B Godavari & Vishakhapatnem Dt) and the Chenchus of the Nallamallai agehcy
(Mahboobnagar and Kurnool Dt) on their dialécts, Mr Shiveramakrishnen has
come in close contact with the tribal way-.of life, He feels that the
association of tribals with nature is so total that they become inseparable,
Tribal technology is indegenous and the exploitation of nature is limited %o
the extent of nersonal needs. Mr Sivaramakrishnan spoke extensively on the
topogravhy, vegetation and lifestyle of the tribals he has worked with.
According to him the tribes of the Vishakha agency live (more appropriately
are forced to live) in thick vegzetational cover of the hills end are basic-
ally food gatherers and partly hunters. For the last few dedades they have
resorted to a more settled life and have gone for cultivation. Not quite
adapted to the new lifestyle they leave the cleared cultivated areas after a
few years and mmbrace their nomadic life once agoin. In the shrinking forest
arce, these clearinags become increasingly visible and they arc blamed for

forest destruction. TIn the Nallamalai agcncy the Chenchus are ~ lot for

whom cultivation has no attraction. They are food gatherers, dependant

entirely on nature, clinging to their digging stick and chesing animals i

their deminishing parkland habitat. These people basically live on roots,

wildgome, honey, fish ctc. Only of late they have resorted to cultivating
~ . = . :
=3 millets on small forest clecarings.

n

Mr Sivaramakrishnan hasg found that every creation of nature has = meaning

and role according to the tribals and as such are respected, to such on

cxtent that places are n-med according to the ahundance of particular flors

and feuna. One even finds places named according to the type of soil, rock

or water present. Mr Sivaramakrishnon has come across names such as Pasuo-

gutta (Yellow hillock), Pittazadda (Bird Hillock) and so on. Now therc

arc placcs totally devoid of vegetation of fauna but only the nanc remains,
given by some ftetrecating tribals. Collection of all thesc names’ may help

i us to find the types of flora and fauna that occured at these points.

s VB

e
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The tribal calendar of thc Vishakha agency is s=lso based on noture., &
month is therefore namcd on a bird, a flower or ~on inscct devcndin® on the
abundance of a particular creation of naturec. In the Nallamalai agency the
vegetation being very poor the months have been named on the kinds of honey
one gets at a particular time or the types of flower thet bloom for honey-
bees to collect honey. Again ofcourse the 3 ma jor scasons are considered,
Mr SKR plans to compile the tribal 'calendar for the benefit of biologigts s
What a wonderful way to study phenology: 1Mr SKr found out that tribalc 20
for a hunt only when they need gome animal and that too in the scason of
abundance of that particular animal} The game regulations arc adhercd to
very religiously, unllks the modern huhters for whom any day in the junslc
is a geme day and any enimal in the telescopic sight of the gun is good
enough as a kill. :

The family unit in the Vishakhs agency is a joint family - o necessity

in the thick juhgle. Vherecas in the Nallamelai agcney it is a nuclear ety

in the open forest where visibility is good. Accordingz ly the hunting patt-
S

o
erns are a groups activity (Vi‘hakah agcncy) or an individual =ffort with
traps (Fallamalai)s The types of arrows wsed are also differcnt. In the

Vishakhe agency the arrow is sb designed that once it hits the animal the
| furrow present in it lets a continuous stream of blood flow from the hody of
the animal, thereby leaving & trail behind for the benefit of the hunters.
The acquisition of forest land is forcing the tribals into a ticht corner.
{ Aren't we too cruel to do this?
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR . =

Any outing, be it 2 birdwatching trip, a walk in the evening or a trek
through the country is an exhilerating experience. To me it is a dynamic
phenomenon because I am taking part in the happenings of the wordds —F

am a part of these happenings. The trees around me, the insects, the
birds, the weeds; the reeds -~ NATURE., It is the real thing.,
el in a car, I am in compartment, enclosed from all sides, I feel like

an alien. I feel separated from the earth,

To experience nature, to observe it work, to be a part of the proces

®
0n
L))
[}

a few of us trekked down the Musi - a river with & tumultuous past. Notr
this river has been damed. Man has controlled the fury of independant
water, . This life~blood serves humanity now. But do Wwe know how to use

it properly? Zayn writes about the trek,

Mr., Gangakhedkar, the DFQ (wildlife) Achampet, writes on the birds secen
in Dindi Reservoir on one of his trips. He 45 & moot éntertaining man,

who loves his animals, who knows his area inside-out and who also enjoys
'Shastriya sengeet 'l His jovial banter keeps one engrossed on tiresonme
Jeep Journeys. 1In this article he takes us through Dindi and some

other neighbouring birdwatching sights,

Joining the bandwagon of todays conservationists, we of the IING have ex-—
pressed our great concern at the decline of the indegenous flora and
fauna of our land, In our quest for first-hand information - usually
from people working in (with) nature, we meet many nature lovers. One
such person who came to us was Mr Shivaramakrishnan — 2 researcher in
the department of linguistics of Osmania University. He works with the
tribals of Vishakha and Nallamalai Agency areas., During the process of
several discussions, which culminated into a major talk, he convinced
us thattribals are an integral part of nature and (they) exploit nature
rationally to the extent of their basic necessity. We also know that
the total life-style of the tribals is so much fused with nature that
they become inseparable, 4 gist of this talk is given by Mr B C Choudh-

ury, our untiring advisor,

e
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FOREST DEPARTMENT GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
request the pleasure of your company
at the inauguration of the
29TH VANYA PRANI SAPTAH CELEBRATIONS

and
THE WILDLIFE PHOTO & PHILATELIC EXHIBITION
by

SHRI N.T. RAMA RAD

Hon'ble Chief Minister, Andhra Pradesh

On Monday the 3rd October,1983 at 10-00 a.m.
at Institution of Engineers, Khairatabad Hyderabad

SHRI K. JANA REDDY
Hon’ble Minister for Agri & Coopn.
has kindly consented to preside over the function

Chief Conservator of Forests




29TH VANYA PRANI SAPTAH INAUGURAL FUNCTION
ON 3-10-1983

PROGRAMME

Institution of Engineers, Khairatabad, Hyderabad

Inauguration of Wildlife Photographic & Philatelic
Exhibition bv Shri N. T. RAMA RAO,

Hon’ble Chief Minister Andhra Pradesh
10-15 a.m. . Prayer
10-20a.m. : Welcome address by Shri A. K. MATHUR, | ¢ s,

Chief Conservator of Forests, Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad

10-25 a.m. . Presidential address by Shri K. JANA REDDY

Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture & Co-operation, Andhra Pradesh

10-35 a.m. :  Inaugural address by Shri N. T. RAMA RAO

Hon’ble Chief Minister, Andhra Pradesh, and distribution of prizes

10-55a.m. : Address and release of postal stamp and presentation
to the Chief Guest by Shri V.J.S. Perianayagam

Post Master General, Andhra Pradesh

11-06 am: . Vote of thanks by Shri T. Krishna Murthy, 1. s,
Addl, Chief Conservator of Forests; A.P. Hyderabad

11-05 a.m. . National Anthem

11-10a.m. . Refreshments
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HYDERABAD NATURE CLUB

On: the 22nd of November ini 1978, Hyderabad Nature’ Club was born. Conceived by a smalj
group. of students: of this city, Hyderabad Nature Club has grown as a'conservation organisa-
tion. With: active: participation: of members and'subscribers, the club has furthered the cause of
wildlife.conservation and love of nature in'the state.

Other than frequent field trips, the club aims'to:

1%

2
3
4,
5
6

learn:more: about nature in all its'forms—flora and fauna—and to aid in
her conservation.

create an interest in our natural heritage amongst students,

inculcate:in young minds a love for nature, by participating in our projects,
organise talks'and audio-visual programmes by eminent conservationists,
hold film=shows on wildlife for members, and

bring out a quarterly. newsletter for our 'members and subscribers and keep them
informed: of the club’s activities, the latest local news regarding conservation and as
a medium of education;

The Hyderabad ‘Nature Club meets every first and third Thursday of the month at St. Paul’s
High  School, Hyderguda Meetings commence at 6 p.m. Members are informed via the
engagement:columns of the newspapers.

]
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V0L, 3 No. 4 1981 Cct -~ Nov - Dec
CCONTENT S TAGE
Anaimelai Hoture Orientation Camp. = ¥Yrenesh §. Beodemi, 1
L Rare 3ird 3Brought Tc The Hyderebad Zoco., = Fumayun Teher. 4
Vanishing Wildlife cf Imndia - 9. 5
Seriska s Wildlifer's Faredise. - llahul Chettri. 1
Did You ¥now ? 9
Notes Trom The BEditors « « o o i¢
ANAIMALAT NATURE CRIBNTATION CAMT - Pranesh S. Bademi.

Nature Orientation Camps are orgarisern by the World Wildlife und -
India to creste an aweremess of &nd/%ﬁ%%rgst in the need for conservation
of natural hebitat. One such cemp was held in Decembver at a place
called Top Slip, in the 4naimalai Wildlife Samnctuary.

The Ansimalei Fills are about £000 meters in sltitude; and are located
just south of Coimbeatore and the Falghat Gap, in the Western Ghats of
Tamil Nadu. The total area of the sanctuary is a thousand square kilo-
meters, covered by thick, evergreen tropicel rain forest (BLLC. BUCK
Vol. 2 Ho. 4 : HABITAT-II) end favours the survival of a large number of
varied forms of wildlife such as Blephants (in Temil, Anai = Elephant;
Malai = Hill), Gaur, Tiger, Leoperd, Wild Cat, Melabar Squirrel, Nilgiri
Langur, etc.

Top Slip is situe ted between Follachi (a Talug headquarters, 40 ko
south of C3E) in Tamil Nedu and 45 km from the Perambikulam Jan in
Kerala., It was formerly .a Timber Devot during the days of the Pritish,
and is so named because the logs of wood were slid down a chaenmnel for
easy transvortetion.

001 whiech

25 Decemper 1281 % whi

7

!
1 was e member of the first batch (from 18 to

o
c
7

ii8

O
[
consisted of 20 participants; most of us were stucents of degree ccllegos,
but two groups of school children accompanied by iieir masters, and a
few employed persons had also come. My first meeling with them vas at




the Pollachi Bus Station, from where we all boerded the Perambiulem Bus

to Top Slip. e
fnce we approached the base of the She ts, we could see the distent neals .
enveloped in thick mist, which slowly rolled across them. 4 really
fus01nut1ng sight; s th having to spend the next few days

there really thraileﬂ us. The were all covered with dense layer

f trees, certainly refreski from the drabd 'concrete Jungles! of

our city., Aifter a 2 hour jo arrived at Top Slip, and were re-

ceived by the organiserss iir Chenir-ant Vakankar, Bducstion ¢fficer of
WW.o=India, Mr Parvish Fa trun Zhatile,
The carpers were accomedsted in quarters built for the engineers emp loyed
at the FPerambikulam Dam ¥roject. So there wes no lack of homely comforts
viz., tap te“, electrici ty, etc., but it took awe 3 e fun of roughing

it out im the wilderness. The orgenisors steyed at t%e wein Guest Youse,
which was also our F,%, ac we US@& to meet there for fcod, and also to
discuse or be briefed on the days! cctivities, "
Cur ﬁaily activities, which depended much on ti e weather, were as follows:
4t 6.00 am, we would set out for a short wall: for akout an hour amnd half,
and try to birdwatch. o0 the heavy foz :nd overcast sty during
the first four days, t much of & success, beuurnlng arocund .
7.30 am for breakfast, agein set outy after finpi shing it, for o

long walk, The mist cleared by now, so thet cuite a few y
birds end other arberea f like the Lengurs and Miunrreis could be

spotted. We would be for lunc eround 1 pm, and the post-liunch
programme consisted of cither a telk or o slide show. Two such were

held: one on 'Bird 3ehavioer! By Ir Chandrakant Wekenlar and another on
tIdentification of Common Birds',; by Mr Farvish Pandya. Another interest-
ing talk on the !'Indian Klenhant! accompanied Ty & slide show was given

g T
by Br ”rlﬁhnamhruu19 who is a Vet. Surgeom in the Temil Nedu F orest PDemart-
ment. He has spent 16 years with them at the Blephent Cemp at ,'0111““m&utee.
(These animals aore used for transportetion and other purposes by the
Porest Denartment. The campers were zlso encoursged to sketch end raint
pictures of wildlife occuring in tle areas they would be later displey- f

ed in the Tourist ungalews.

s gl

Around 4 pm, after tea, we would =21l set out for o rlace called Xarien
Shole which is & small clearimg in the forest, with a Uate“ hole; ebou
half an hours' waelk through o leech infested, darw peth, littered with
decaying leaves and twigs.

]d
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We had to step cearefully to aveoid shy of them htest noise
-would scare awey and wern the anime} Ce ar he cleering, we
weuld spreed out and conceal curselves behind the uhces and awsit the
errivel of any thirsty animel. Unfortunately, thic recent reins hed fille
ed up many other pools ani streams, and did not cicate the necessity for
the animel to come here., &1 Still, a lone Ctter and = Gaur were spotited on
the final day. %e would returm afte r dark, and after dinner, discuss

the days' heppenings, be briefed om the next deys' progrerme, and retire
for the night,

on and would come within & few meters of the win=

Cheetal were very com

dow at night, and could Ze spotted by torchlight. 4 teautiful sight
were tieir eyes which dezzled im

o
'J)

wvhole row in the light beans.




On the 23rd we set” out for a really long trek, to Vargaliar which is
about 40 km from Top Slip. We passed through Dr Krishnemurthy's Camp at
Kollikama:zgﬁ/gﬁd enjoyed photographing and feeding the elephants. An-—
other enchénting sight was the Chechali Valley whick we saw from above:
only trées as far as the eye could see! After a plecsant but tiritg

(we had to cerry our bedding and rationst) walk through the quiet forest,
we reached Vargelier around 6 pm. We had an ¢corly dinmer and slept.
Next morning, we returned via a different routc. This return Jjourney
was very exciting as we spotted two wild tuskers at two different
places, only about 25 feet away! They showed tlc least interest in us,
and ve quietly came away. Jater we were told ‘hat both were in a bhad
mood, and had been fighting for the past few days. 4 variety of birds

were 8ISO spotted. 5

We were back at Top Slip by late afternoon. Being the last day of the
Cemp, we enjoyed a farewell dinner and a campfire, Next morming, all

of us boarded the bus to Joimbatore and proceeded to gpur respective

destinations, with the hopes of secing the Anaimelais et least in the

same state even efter a few years. :

A LIST OF THE WILDLIFE SEFN AT TOP SLIP:

BIRDS: ANIMALS:

1. Grey Hornbill. 1. Malabar Squirrel,
2. Great Pied Hormbill, 2., liilgiri Langur.
3. Grey Drongo. 3. Elephent (Indien).
4, Zronze Drongo. 4, Gaur .

5. Racket-tailed Dromgo. 5 Otter. :

G Scarlet Minivet. 6. Spectacled Cobra.
7. Orengic: Minivet.

8. Redvented Bulbul.,

9.  Rubythroated Bulbul. : \
10. Green Bee Eater. ‘

11. Chestnut-headed Bee Eater.

12, Jungle Babbler.

13, Whiteheaded Babbler,

i4. Jungle Fowl.

15. Fentail Flycatcher.

16. Small Grecen Barbet.

17. Common kyna.

18. Hill Mymna.

19. Southern Tree Fie.

20. Speotted Owlet.

21. Black Woodpecker.

22, Bleck Eagle.

23. Blackwinged Hite.

24, Pariah Xite,

"His hide was very mangy and his face was very red

And over and anon he scratched with energy his head.

His manners were not alvays mnice, but how my spirit cried
To be an artless bandar loose upon the mountein-cside."

— RBudyeard Kipling in '"Divided Destinies'.




7¢ THE ZYDERABAD %00 - Pumgyun Taher,

Bustord is a rare bird. When one was browght, to the
definitely kmown that the G.1.3. exists in

I
Byderabad 2 t
desh elso ? Previously, it was known to exist in Rajesthan

Andhra Pra
Only.

The Great Indian 3Zus

ard is o bird of opemn grassland or brushlend,
Sometimes, but :

ig seen in corn or jowar fields, Its

nermel food is s izard beetle reins and tender
shoots of crop 155 e bu

weighing anywhere from 18-14 k 7

head. The fergl - is nearly 8 kgso The neck
has a blackish~grey band with tba fom

B¢l
mele hes a greyish barnd. The mal
turkey COCm, swelling b '
deep mosning sound, It

off from the ground onlj

The Greet Indiam Bustard which was
ed under the ragatwnqg and cn the
breasts It wes seen ny a police i
yith a

himvei‘ .

the rlgut gide cof
v1l' g€, The kird
itiier to sell or to cat

ard did not survive and

The blrd ha° sent for stuffing and

]

"Wo anifial is inmatcly evil; it is only humen interests which
morel cuallties to then, Thus the otter is clas515LL‘ as verw
bounty on its head | i ]
men  wie denude the
fish contractors,
ings while digging
function of ventilag
allows the graziexs
‘plantation division
es. The Hyens is wverzin
animalg during his teur cf du
spot light mareuders arc the

go by the
uproots

Wild dogs ere vermin because their
B

restricted to one arce; but the ng
frem place to place Eavnﬁg waste vest arcas

wildlife, are our nation's builders. GSuch is cur scale of val




THE VAVISIING WILBLICE OF IVDIL - 9

Greet Indiern 3Justord (frdeotis nigricens) ' — lasheesh Pittie

Local mnamesy FINDI - Schan, Gughu

"Phe flesh o? t}e }eg of seme fewls,

were the co Jeqte of oxr, tue great |
Indion Busterd, in his memeirs. (Salic

In the .rder of Gruiformes there are 12 idi-
dae (the 3ustard far-ily) is ope. Within

The Great Indian Justard being one of them. izn
genere of Otididae by ils greet size,; dleck-c ed
feathering of the throet crd fore neck, or
cf head) and measuring ¢ 122 cx (48 in) in 1 dicn
Susterd weighs ¢ 30-35 lbs., %Jhe female is mue too.
~his huge greund bird is sandy buff above lack
crowmi., The creost feathers nre ¢ & cms longe It is white below, with a
black bond ccreoss lower breast. It hes stoult bare legs and cerries its

body hLorizontally. The feucle is distinguished by much snmeller size end
a greyer meck and hecd. The pectoral tend is mot as prominent cc in the
m&iec

The Grent Indismn Busters is found either im
Somctimes idroves eof 28 or 30 Have zlso been

Indian Bustard is a very shy end-wary birdy I e
approaching in & vehicle or bullock-cart. t wi net ellow ¢
mon-to gporoach within gunshot if he-is on th a berk

1Hook! (the usuel slerm cell) , it edvences
wing. Once in the air, it Liles sty
strokes of the bhuge wingsg,; cnd as ©
ing & few mileca., If given the ch. ' o
prefers to squat end freeze behin:
swift runner, :

well Yo ©the availabie
?u;iﬂrﬂ ig o Tavour—
: Sy ﬂlzards,

The G.1.B. is an omniv
food. Om its menu are
ite), grein, drupes, aerr'es
centipedes and snekes. :
d1gest10n.

S

x

Crnithologists and birﬂw"ﬁc%ers {lucky encugh .c¢ Lave seen the G.1.3.
in the breeding season) hove long sung the proiscs of the nupticl dis-
play of ¢ male, Between Parch and September Lig coclk displays from some
sp cial gm¢ur sec to anos» ET O

heighty nound, etc.
tesgue preporiionsy
vhile strutting end ¥ uach»comx
The toil, mecnwvhile is crected over the bacl: ond moved up L down ‘
ropidly. The mest is ¢ shgilow.ﬂenrc n in the ground, generclly ab
the bacc of & bush in scrub/m ry. Generally ome large egs
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o O save the Great. Indian Susterd.. .The Aurubnb

monscon croetes :
sent Peliiston (s 3ind, I,

BSLX“ LO

Onnc (c cent—
gc W. Dengal

-

cughout
n re—

Tl X J&luul Jor 6 “Funt Sy

ok to the forefr@at %!
re status adong the Kocul
ténd thenm heve alﬁ.
stamping on egazs,

iR % tat, c&utle'ueka‘uge
*cgrowth., 1ven tb 3se cbstu,ﬂou,

;;ei in an ewarcnes :
_Village eattle L,L.i :
~for de strcylng busterd
. ungulates, which shor
_rocts, thus préeventing

What is being done tc ensure the continue:
Sub-Continent ? The Indian Joard ior Wi
on phe,fully_pr@ ccted llut T
tected s cies under the Game Lews B
.‘nretectcﬂl of the Wildlife (Eroueﬂtnon) Act
. bustard listed on tle Bxfl Red Batbe 5Cy
" Conservdicn "Oa Nature and Naturao:

Intermational . Council for Sird
“Working Group o courl;nbw; cchscrvat‘cz'nro?
,prlanlt;e rcéafv pctive congervoticn of

N

mw) In ’319 1 “the
{ §2¢) formed 3
r

an Internationecl . ogiwa, on 3ustards was or : rom :
lst to 3rd November 30g The main objective vas tw'xruﬁ world attent—
ion towards the need for bmutaru conservation, Singe theny the Bustard
- Group hos been vigorocusly encouréging a prog re for imaddiate dcti

m ~

. State‘&éverimcnt
: Randebemnur'ln‘ﬁnarmwr

- vhe Bird Vingd Corriitt—
‘7,000 sq, ki Hes been

‘,“roclalmon & wimc’ Buck - ’uc$uri Senctuary n
llutrlct, on the recomm tion of the IF
ce. ¢ £ Busterd Sanciuary, covering cm areo
declered open‘ih gharsshtro. :
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Eventhough the population of this intriguing bird hes dropped from 1260
in 1969 (estimated by Dr. Selim Ali) to ¢ 750 in 1972 (R.S. Dharmekunmar-
sinhji), the actual present day population is not known. But with the
dedication which is being showm by the concerncd state goverpments, and
the unceasing pressurcs of birdlovers, ornmitliolcgists and mnaturalists,
there is a glirmer of hope for the continucd existence of Ardeotis

nigriceEs.
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SZRISKA : WILDLIFER'S FP/RALISE . - Rahul Chettri

In the summer of 1979, a raother lorge group of nine students set out to
meke & two day visit to Sariske Wildlife Senctuary om e nere fs 506/~
a piece. I was an enthusiastic member of that group.

§ B

'S o}
S

After a gruelling fifteen hour journey we cli . at the sanctuary
complex, The fiery hues of the setting sun the low, forested hills
aflame, Imeginctions ranm raompant - o lithe tiger, its tawny coct blend-
ing with the colours of dusk, emerging from its lair for the nocturnal
hunt; cheetal, equally well comouflaged, daintily feeding in a clearing
in the forest, but nlert, always alert; a solitary nilgni bull coutious—
ly stepping upto & woter hole while in the distance the jackals pay
their vocal tribute to a ghostly moon. The fascination of the forest
hed gripped everycmnc.

o

The Sarisks Wildlife Sancteary is o coaparatively small one but it hes

& rich cross—section of wildlife. It is located about 35 km. from Llwar,
the closest railhead, and about midway om the 300 Ekn. Delhi-Jeipur
highway. In foct, & bus from Pelhi would tecke only five hours or less

to reach Sariska.

The landscepe of Sariske is typiccl of a foresied area in Rajastheon.
Srinll stretches of grasslapd and shrub forest giving way to dry hardwood
forest. The area lics between two romacs of low, thickly vegetated
hills. Deeper in the senctuary, there lies o stretch of verdant green




‘ s
Jungle, untouched by the ravages of man. ﬂumeroms freshweter streans
crisscross the range, and there ic evenm a perennisl str i ing throuvgh ;
it.
The sa ncuuery heroours & diverse wvariety of o g from large
predators like tiger and leoperd, to scavengers - nﬂ‘jac?al,
and herbivores such as sambher, cheetal, nilgei ’q‘ﬂ boer. There are
some smeller cet species lilke the ceracal and L cat, sloth beers,
monkteys (rhesus end langur), heres and a voriety of reptiles as well.
The tourist complex itself is &t the entrence to the senctuary and ig quite
isolated from other I Three chivices of accomedation are coffered
- £/C & nd non-A/C rocws in the meuern 'Tiger Taven' bunzalo
type in a dormitory, and - 'Jwiss Cottages!' ( pecious two-man tents),
be letter two are idecas 1 for s%ilents and otmer low-budget visiters es )
The charges per bed (with bedding, including blenvet/raz &1) ere only M 5/- :
per dey.
3y the time we®'d settled At was dark, and th
provided & sterk illumination for the silemt 1l
though., Cicadas snd & ﬁy**ad of other imsects .
and the wmournful howl of ‘qc'ﬂgs rent the s ir.
dovm for the might, tie jiungle was silently co ¢
bracing themselves feor the struggle -for existence. .
5y & strole of good luck I gelt senrer vhe group after
brealzfast the next dey. Unfertunatz] were intent on
having a.good time rather then actualls vesn't
sorry to have been sccidentally left that the ‘
best way to move through a szanctuary of three |
or less. Alome, 1 could riove guietly 7e distanc- |
es wnile ceusing little disturbance.
A roed runs right throvgh the sanctuary and I stuch to it for the greater ’il
part. Cnce, however, I heard a tiger callimg ire- the hi to my right
end broke off from the road te follow a track icodiing there. The tiger
was moving avay (as 13 cund of its call told me) and the
' fect vihat the tracik with thick undergrowti, prevent-
ed me from nrogressing f Thick scrub cover is herdly the place
cne would cliocse to rend with & tiger, however fescimnating a cree~-
ture it may bel
One time I smmalked upio .
was feeding, head dewn ©
roed. 1 paused sdjacent §

abeve the hedge - and =eil
it lifted its greceful I
ejt animal, steel grey

vl shoulders. It gezed
tihe road and left it to

tneother time I waited
wetercourse by & cluster of
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geecing ? cheetal Su&b with a fine s?renﬁ of antlers,; m ”e its vay sl
clong the nulleh. "It kept 1i ifing its heed, aler i
ed tﬁe sir. 3But since ¥-was sl ove avi nrobealy u
me
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ferds of chcetal =nd sebher, groups’ of nilgei exv
boer uere eV”YY”PCTe. It was iwpossible  to wel:
out sighting a few of these anecies. PFerheng
cesvel sad te rels&, But one incident put me

and thereafter I re: ied alery throughout. It harpensd 13 thiisg

ned s ighted o sounder of ril3 boar e little anead and to the laft of the
read, in s grassy cleas ey were busy rooting at the gresses and
didn't notice e as I ht to puas them by, Sudienu- a larg

off frowm the group amd approached the road, probebly v in

cross overi Waen it wes berely eight or ten feot avwe

Cne by one, the emimals 1ifted their Heais £ witness

encounter, but before I had time to thinl of eny cour

adbruptly vhirled arcund ond charsed off intc the und

(%]
=

bede

et (o
L ]

animels, in unison, fsllioved

I saw gro.ps of rhesus “a,a ues, 8 fexw langurs, ome carace
i silver—

backed Jectals .

Eight hours and twentl I hed éme 0y

friends, I rejoined them behind the hille ving &

glov that metched my 7selings, ~ Joonm it ould be derk and tie great begsts

wourld stalk oLt of their lairs vhile their prey huddied e for com-

fort. 4And then this plein would become the stoge Tor Nature's greatest

drane -.Surv1va1.

21D YOU XiicW ?

1. Jo censitive ere the antennee @f moacuitees ilal. they are able to de-
tect terpercture chamges of four-thousendthc of a degree Tahrenheit.

&, tround helf the species, livimg in s¢ darlzx ocean lujeTS; eait lipght,

d. If you count the nusber of chirps & tree cricket mak in 15 seconds
and titen add ¢B to this figure, you will errive at tme preveiling eir
tecmerature in degreess Yehremheit.

4, An octopus la ys epgs arcund half the size of e giain of rice, but in
a 2 week stretch it ig cspable of layi 15 as merfr as 3,285,000 ezpa.

5. FEven seconds after they emerge from their eggs, rattle snakes are
equipped to deliver moisoncus bites if twoiested,

6. The sepgull wiil diu of tairst if deprived of sea walter.

T. The shark is the only animsl alee

in the world that never
S« The dragon fly cer ea® its cwm weight in 37 min s
9. £in eardvark can dig faster in soft esrth thaon seé I men with shovels,
10, The land crabs on Cube can ecutrun a herse.
11. The eyeballs of & gireffe protrude to such an extent that it cen see

in all directions without turning its heead.
12. A new borm kengarcc is only cnc imch high,

ﬂ'
).




NOTES FROV. THE EDITERS. © .4 6 e

-

The successfull conservation of a srecies denernds te a great eytent upon
the safeguarding of its hebitat, 1In creating a Nleu&t for ou
we have destroyed the habitats ef innumersble otier eatvreso
types of life on earth have been lost due to whis very reason.
pressures on lend pusi these creatures outl of u%eir fevoured hal
into a newer one vaich they may not be able to adant to success
 Slowly a branch of the great tree of evclutios sna s. The prowv
strend of the Web Wbreal s, = Lnother importent czuse which hastens extimct-
ion is the unscrurulous hunting of animels for the pot, for 'nleasure!

or fer commercial puryposess

Indisn wildiife is
population has be
the loss of ha}it
sulting mropaganda
shadow. The exist:

o b
- has also beconme nrecarious, It i
n e b

e threats now, The Lreat Indiam Busterd's

he brin of disappearance r-'-"»..z;nly due -~

of CCMSO”"“+1on ef dthis bird énd ik

the otiier 3Sustards found in India in
i a1l ¥loricen and the Likh

tening te know that concrete

)

s hear g
work is being done to ensure their conmtinued exisience, .
Humay¥n Taher is youngest menber of the ¢, unning 12 new,; he has :
a quick eye for 31rﬁwe e wonder he is knewn Hav birdwatch-
ers., His enguiring mind and cueerful banter keen wp sagging spirits on
nature trips. Deeply moved by the sorry sight of dead G.1I.3., in the

i
Nehru Zoologica 1 Fark, he writes s sort of obituary for the great bird,
g 5

he atmosphere of a carn conducted by the WiH-Indias 1
thusiasm, wonder,; esctivity end bonheomie, thet{ a persc
becoues enthused with the seme. Hig enthusiasm om retur W“RL is extreﬁelf
contagious., Franesh sttended e nature orienteticon cemp at Anaimalel re-
cently, 4naiunalai - hill of elerxhants reices visions of dense

Jungle, euenxanuo, geary o evifagune,; o multitude of insects - rii§
& pletiiera of reptiles ~ to say nouhn-g of 2 Though his group
encountered sulien weather, his account of thu venture is truly fascinat-
ing.

&9 Cn

The greatest difference between orichair naturalists end field naturelists
lies in the spirit of ad fenture, Coe sits in the relative cciifort of his
home; mentally going through ‘the expericences of & field naturelist. The
other, experiences. Fe ig bhe adventurer, the bush-walker, the heliever

in fresh air and & good wallx, in the proximity of the emvironment, in ;
the sclitude of lerness. e is the living shedow of the men who said, *
"Give to me the life I vVC,/ Let the love go by me s/ Give the jolly

lreaven aoove/ ind the by-way nigh me. / Bed im the bush with gters to se e/ :
Bread 1 dip in the river —/ There'ls the life for a man lilke me,/ There's

the life for ever." [uch a one is Rehul Chettri. Ile simply cannot silay
put in & city for a suste ined period of time. Iis lust for the wilder- 4

ness overcomes him =s his holidays approach, and qwsy he goes - lilke
thet irmortel ve gebond. For the armcheir noturelists he writes a tale
of his visit Lo Serisic ' :

FOR FRIVATE CIRCULLTICH CNLY. -
Edlted for lLyderabad Nature Cilub by Aasteesh ritiie end Pranesh Sedawma
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