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HYDERABAD NATURE CLUB

On the 22nd of November in 1978, Hyderabad Nature Club was born. Conceived by a smal
group of students of this city, Hyderabad Nature Club has grown as a Conservation organisa-

wildlife conservation and tove of nature in the state.
0tion With active participation of members and subscribers, the club has furthered the cause Of

Other than frequent field trips, the club aims to;

1. learn more about nature in all its forms-flora and fauna and to aid in
her conservation.

create an interest in our natural heritage amongst students,

inculcate in young minds a love for nature, by participating in our projects,

2.

3.

4, organise talks and audio-visual programmes by eminent conservationists,
5. hold film-shows on wildlife for members, and

6. bring out a quarterly newsletter for our members and subscribers and keep them
informed of the club's activities, the latest local news regarding conservation and as
a medium of education.

The Hyderabad Nature Club meets every first and third Thursday of the month at St. Paul's
High School, Hyderguda Meetings commence at 6 p Members are informed via the
engagement columns of the newspapers.
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A CHECKLIS? OF BIRDS OF THE NEHRU ZOOLOGICAL PARK,
- Aasheesh Pittie,

Aga Mujahid Hussain,D. Bala Venkatesh
Varma.

Ad judged as one of the best zoos in India and even the world,the Nehru Zoological Park of Hyderabad is a veritable treasu-re trove for the birdwatcher, Sprawled over an area of 300acres, the fantastic variety of its flora, and the resultingtypes of habitats makes it possible to watch differentbirds of differing habitats, withthe zoo boundaries,
The following different habitats (bird-wise) can be isolated,1) Forest Type - comprising of all the differént trees,both flowering and those which are mainly fruit produc~

2) Marsh Type ~ the two ponds inside the zoo, and the innumerable moats which encircle mammal enclosures andthe smaller ponds are pretty well supplied with weedsand. other aquatic plants.
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3) Serub and Grassland Type ~ include the abundabt laws
of the zoo and the. scrub type drier area of the ele-
phant enclosure, and the area opposite it, acrass whe
road.

4) Freshwater Lake - Miralam Tank, a big lake behind the
-zoo. There a great many ducks come in winter,

This project was conceived in December last year (see vol
II no 5-6). : The members took an active part and quite often

birdwatching, also joined us. Mr. 8.C.Choudhury was, as al-
ways, very helpful and accompanied us as and when his rathe
er busy schedule permitted, We would like to thank the. Cu-
yator of the NZP, Mr. Kamal Naidu, for granting us per-
mission to come at odd hours and his understanding svaff
for all their help. More lists will appear in subsequent
newsletters.
A list of the birds follows, which ve have scen in Maren
1981. The list is certainly not complete, and we hope to
add to iv.
S.No. Specics MARSI 29 Remarics

1 Little Cormorant

large pond. ~ Sitting ami-
dst the egrets and preen-
ing itself.

Pond Heron

the bare tree in the lar-
ge pond.

mentioned tree.

7 Lesser Whistlin
A regular flock of 200-
250 on the Miralam Tank.
Supposed to be regular mi-
grants.

Teal(D.javanica) +

8 Pintail
med due to distance,

SNEae PSE TESLP aE ERE SM INE EL

qa

yho were developing their interestone. or two friends

(P. niger) + An individual bird on the

2
(A. grayii) ++ + Common in habitat 2.

3 Cattle
+ + + Not very common. Only on(B. ibis)

4
+--+ + 2 or 3 birds on aboveLarge Egret

(A. alba)
5 + Smaller Egret

++ + tt

6
+ + + Commoner than 4 and 5

Little Egret
(B. garzetta)

(A, acuta) Identification not confir-

he



§.No. Species

Gadwal
(A. strepera)
Gargeny
(A. querquedula)
Nakta
(S. melanotos)
Pariah Kite
(M. migrans)

Tavmy Eagle.
(A. rapax)

Crested Hawk-
Eagle
(S. cirrhaetus)

Whitebreasted
Wat erhen
(A. phoenicurus)
Indian Moorhen
(G. chloropus)
Pupple Moorhen
(P.porphyrio)
Red-watLled Lap-

Blue Rock Pigeon

Spotted Dove
(S. chinensis)
Roseringed Para-
keet(P.krameri)
Indian Cuckoo
(C.micropterus)
Koel
(E.scolopacea)
Crow Pheasant
(C. sinensis)
spotted Owlet
(A. brama)

MARCH
1 15 29

?

?

?

+

++ +

+

++ +

++ +

++ +

ing(V.indicus) ++ +

+

++ +

++ +

+

+

++ +

++ ¢

Remarks

9
Identification not confir-
med due to distance,

10

11

12
Common, especially over
the Crocodile Complex.

13
2to % birds seen soar-
ing over the crocodile
complex,

4

Only 1 bird seen in the
vicinity of the large-pond,
near the tiger enclosure.

4 5

Common in habitat 2
16

LL

17
2 to 4 birds on the large
pond.
Common in deer enclosures
and habitat Be
2 birds on the large pond
and 1 in Cheetal enclosu-
re.

18

19
(T.

erWood

20
Not very common. Seen
only in flight.

(C.livia)

Common,

Just 1 bird, very silent.

22
tt

23

Common. Has found its
ice; in Habitat 1.

24

25
Common..
One bird near guest hou-
se, constantly mobbed by
crows.

26
+
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28

zg

30,

31 -

OL

48

House owi tt
Palm Swift
Pied Kingfisher-
small Blue King-
fisher(A.atthis) + 4

Whitebreasted
Kingfisher
(B.smyrnensis) - + +Blue-tailed Beew-
Hater (M.philipp-

Small Green Been
Hater(M.orientalis)+4

Crimsonbreasted

Goldenbackea
Woodpecker

Dusky Crag Martin
Common Swalloy

Redrumped Swallow

Rufousbacked .

Shrike(L.schach) +
Golden Oriole
Black Bron go

Brahminy Myna
( S.pagodarum)
Common Myna

Indian Tree Pie

Common Wood-Shrike
(2.pondicerianus) 4

+ Common,+ +(A.affinis

Common near Gu est House,+ +

large pond,
Not mre than half a dog+ birds, generally over
moéts,

+ Commoner than

o to 10 birds in habitatand 3,

+ Common,

above 2

+ Seen on the lawns,

+ Common,

A very shy bird, thus
37 seen,

Common near guest house,
H

tr

2 to 4 birds on the+ +

3

~J

+inus)
33

34 Moopoe
+ +(U.epops)

35
Barbet

+ +36.

+(D.benghalense)37

+38
+(H. rustic:a )
+

1 bird in enclosure opy.,elephants,
+ Common,

41
+ +42

++ +(D.adsimilis)43
a

+ Rather Secluded bird,44
+ Common

Common but muc+ since Jaruary,
+ Ubiquitous,

+ +(A.tristis)45

Nare
4 Common

1
nm reduced S+ +(D.vagabunda)46 House_ Crow

+ +47

Tora(A.tiphia) + +
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49

50

OL

Oe

53

Ke)

o6

57

58

Red=vented
Bul bul

+
Common Babbler
(T.caudatus) +
Jungle Babbler
(f.striatus)
Indian Wren Warb~
Ler(P. subflave) +
Ashy Warbler
(P. socialis) +
Tallor Bird
(0. sutorius) +
Chiffchaff
(P.collybita) +
Magpie Robin

Black Redstart
(P.ochrarus) +
Indian Robin
(S.fulicata) +

oY

61

62

63

64

65

66

Large Pied Wag-tail +
(M.maderaspatensis)
Grey lagtail
(M.caspica)
(Motacilla alba) -

Tickell's Flower-
ecker
D.erythrorhynchos)
Purplerumped Sun-
bird (Nezvylonica +
Purple Sunbird

House Sparrow
(P.domesticus) +
Baya
(P.philippinus)

+ +

+ +

+ +

+

+ +

+ +

+ + +

+

+ +

+ +

+ +

+

+ +

+ +

+ + +

+ +

+

Common,

Common.

Their call gives them away

Not SO common.

Common.

Very ¥.

Commea.

Common though reduced,

Wren

54

(C.saularis)

Common,

6Q Still around, though rare.
White Wagtail

+

Considerably less.

shy.
Common.

(N atiea).
Common near Zoo Quarters.
Though the nests were seen
on previous vists, she
birds were seen only on29th
(5-7) on large pond.

NOCEs- The ducks, who were in the center of Tank,
were very difficult to identify because of the
observer-subject distance,

Miral aml

an 3)
mysteriously appeared on the large pond, and after
In January a juvenile Openbilled

a

staying for 3 weeks, vanished;
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= ae Sl CROW OF HEAVEN.

The Sirds of Paradise have been well named for their plun-age 18 gorgeous beyynd descriptidn. They are also known asthe Crows of Heaven,
Ihe names of some of the Birds of Paradise are as follows:-
1. Wilson's Bird of Paradise (Diphyllodes respublica)

@ Magnificent Rifle Bird (Ptiloris magnificent)

So, Lesser Bird of Earadise (Paradesaes minor)
Blue Bird of Paradise (Paradisea rudol hi)8. esser Superb Bird of Paradise (Lophorina superba)

The island of New Guinea is nearly 2,200km. long and ispart of the Australian geological "Tift, that is., it hasbeer, moving northward over ages of time toward the south-castcrmm fringes of Asia. an Australian toothlessauteeter, Kengaroos, Taipan Snake, Cassowaries (a birdfound in New Guinea and related to the Enu), Birds ofPavadise and their relatives, the Bower birds, are found oneither sice of the Torres Strait.
Numerous birds have used the island as e stopover in theirmigratory transition from southeast Asia. And so New Guin-ca is particulariy rich in avian species, More than 43species are to be found in the Australia-New Guinea reg-ton, more than half of these in New Guinea,
The Birds of Paradise, originally so nalled by the Spanish,are gorgeous, though they have no song, Inspite of theirgaudily coloured appearance, they are related to the crow.
Across the water barricrs of prehistory, a drab crow-likebird made its way from Asia to New Guinea. In its newisolated home, it Sounded a genus which has evolved intoone of nature's most spectacular woncers, the genusor 'Birds uf Paradise', Although four speciesare to be found in the northem forests of Australia 9 NewGuinea is their true home. Some like the Magnificent andWilson's Birds of Paradise, are wide spread over the dricrlowlands of the island. The dramatic Twélve-Wired Bird ofParadise frequents mangroves, Others like Sickle Billsand the King of Saxony Bird of Paradise are found in moun--tain forests. The majority of birds ere clothed in finefeathers,

_ Maj. Ahmed Abdul AZLZ.

Count Ragei's Bird
4. Little cf aradiseLittle Cic
Oe Sickle Bill (Epimchus fastosus)

4
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It was the early Malayan traders who gave them the name of'God's Birds', The Portugese called them 'Sun Birds! 9 andtoe Spanish, 'Birds of Paradise'!
Some of the breeding and display habits of the Birds ofParadise and Bower Birds resemble a lot. A few Birds ofParadise also build elaborate bowers and prance around in
them to attract the 'fair' (certainly not fairer than the
males) sex. While most Birds of Paradise choxso an emptybranch to display their wares. And how they dance and twi-st and turn and bob and rise and fluft the r feathers!Almost like rainbows in every tree! They are the Birdsof Paradise.
Referances:

5 my
Wildlife Illustrated London.

of World Wildlife London 197 4

THE GIFT, ~ Courtesy 'MAD',

When Nature made the Elephant
A gift she did bequeath -
A trunk which hangs down from the fromi,ind picks up things beneath,
The Whale was blesscd with. teil and fin
For swimming through the seas.
The Walrus with great folds of skin
Providing anti-freeze.
The Polar Bear was colored white:
The Skunk was filled with gases
The Hawk was blessed with wondrous sight
Without the aid of glasses.
soft silky fur was dealt the Scal
The Kangarvo a pocket,
And to the sleek Electric Eel
A D.C. socket.
And Man, as anyone can see,
With his great gift is blessed:
A mind to think up ways that he
Can kill off alithe rest.

- Sclected by Pranesh Badami.
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VANISHING WILDLIFE OF INDIA -7,
The Indian Elephant maximus). 5

3 ay?

The elephant, one of the largest terrestial mamma

present exists as two species - the African and the Indian.

heavier and has enormous ears. It is confined to the Afri-
can continent. The Indian counterpart iS smaller in size
and extends over most of South Bast Asia.

>

The African Elephant (Loxodonta africana) is taller,

The original elep tcrritory in India "jnprises the area
south of Mysore along the Western Ghats. Orissa, W.Bengal,
Binar, Assam and the Himalayan foothills in U.P. The
average height of'an adult male is 9 feet and that of the
female a foot lower. Males generally. posses tusks, though
tuskless males also exist. These are calied 'makhurs',
These makhurs are heavier and stronger 1% built. Females
have very short tusks do not protruce out.

Elephants, contrary to our imaginmtion prefer hilly and un-
dulating terrain covered with tall forests ond bamboos.

©

They are extremely versatile and can. adapt to hot and humid
tropical jungles as well as cold temperate forests, Its
foot prints have been,seen in the snows of Sikkim,

7

These pachydetms are gocial animals and herds of 5-60 ani-
mails are seen, These herds usually kcep to themselves but
occasionally stray females and calves change herds, The
bulls, on attaining a certain age, leave the nerd and lead

a solitary life. These may join the herd and it acc-
ording to their sexual neec, During the hot stimmer months,
these keep to the dense forests. When fodder is scarce,
the herd splits into smaller uits and reunites with the
onset of favourable conditions.

Elephants like water and keep in the vicinity of rivers or
lakes. They feed in the ccol hour of carly morning aw
Late evening, andtake rest during midday and afver midni-
ght. They eat various grasses, leaves,
ntains, bark of certain trees and raid the crops at the pe-
riphery of forests. In el, an elephant needs 270~S570Kgs.
of vegetable matter daily?
Little ig known about its breeding in the wild state, The
period of gestation is 20 months long and the young are

time and it is reared its mother and enother female whi-dropped in late autumn Normally one calf-is bor ct+
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ch takes on the role of a guardian aunt. Its sense of smell
and hearing are highly developed and these compensate for
the poor sight.

>
Occassionally adult male elcphants go into bouts of excitc+
ment called musth, during which period they arc irritable
and ferocious. This phenomenon has been associated with
ungratified sexual desies, but the exact cause un-
known.

Since the dawn of civilizstion, this g "e ,intelligent
and strong: animal hes beer tamed and vor mans! serve
ice, Though not yet endangered, their number in' the wilds
is shrinking fast. Conservation measures are being taken
to ensure it survival and ¢volution.

~ Madhukar Reddy.

LETTER TO THE EDITORS.

Dear Sir:
Thank you for the copy of your newsletter BLACK BUCK which
I found very interesting indeed. I am unable to trace tle
nemes of the Chairman, Secretary, Editor, ctc. of the
Club from the Newsletter. Is it tecessary that they should
remain cryptic?

4

The fruit Bats referred to on page £ (BB Vol II No 5-6)
are possibly the Fulvous fruit bats Zouscttus leschnaulti.
-Cynopterus is not usually found in caves or in substent-
ial colonies.

Signed,
JC. Dariel
Curator,

Bombay Natural history Socicty.

"The butterfly will continue t>
hover over the field and the ¢ew
drops will still glivter upon win

grass wien the pyran: ds of Egypt are
*evelled and the skyscrapers of New
York are no more,"

- Kaalil Gibran.

AC
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NOTFS FROM THE EDITORS.....

Our city has a varied bird-Life and quite a fcw nigrants
also come over. Some just pass through while some spend
their winters here, in more hospitable climes. the Nehru

Zoological Park is an excellent place for pird-watching
and recording the arrival and passage of migrants and the
behaviour of residents. And being almost in the city, the
oirdlife of NZP is a very good index of the city's bird
species and populations. A regular checklist of birds is

aves. Their report is included.

Other places of interest being the Indira Park, the Public
Gardens, and some of the lakes around our city. For ser-
ious birding however, readers can join the Birdwatcher's
(lub of Andhra Pradesh by contacting Dr. Tej Kumar, Dept.,
of Entomobogy, College of Agriculture, Rajcndranager,
Hyd-5000 30.

If any of: you haven't seen a picture of any of the Birds
of Paradise, well, you have missed something. Please go

through a book on birds of the world and gasp at the aves
of the Paradise of Birds -.New Guinea. In his article,
"Mejor Aziz 'seys something about these 'gorgeous! birds.

the-member of various organisations dedicated to the world
of conservation.

eo Black Buck has been made a quarterly. You will now

receive 4 issues in a year and any supplements brought
aut during that period.
Te would like to remind those of our readers who have not
sent in their subscriptions yet, to please send them as

quickly as possible. It would make things more casicr for
us. Those Who are interested in back issues may also
write to use

being maintained by some birders of the club - of the Zoos

QT ao jor Agiz is an extremely dedicated conservationist, being

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY.
Raited for the HYDERABAD NATURE CLUB by Aashecsh Pittie
ana Prancsh Badami. Contact us at 14-7--370, Begum Bazar,
Hyderabad5s00012.
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HYDERABAD NATURE CLUB

On the 22ind of November ih 1978, Hydérabad Nature Club was born. Conceived by a smal}
group of students of this city, Hyderabad Nature Club has grown as a conservation organisa-
tion. With active participation of members and subscribers, the club has furthered the cause of

5wildlife conservation and love of nature in the state

Other than frequent field trips, the club aims to; a

1. learn more about nature in all its forms-flora and fduna-and to aid in
Her Conservation.

create an intérest in our natural héritage amongst students,

inculcate in young minds a love for nature, by participating in our projects,

Orgahise talks and audio-visual programmes by eminent conservationists,

hold film-shows on wildlife for members, and

2.

3.

4

5.

6. bring out a quarterly newsletter for our members and subscribers and keep them
informed of the club's activities, the latest local news regarding conservation and as
a medium of education.

The Hyderabad Nature Club meets every first and third Thursday of the month at St. Paul's
High School, Hyderguda Meetings commence at 6 p.m. Members are informed via the
engagement columns of the newspapers.
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A DATE WITH THE HIMALAYAS A report Ccon the Manal{ Camp 1981)
- K. Madhukar Reddy.

Since 1978, WWF-~India has been conducting Nature Qrientation
camps at Manali, in the Himalayas. These camps are exclusivelyfor NCI members. Manali, at. a height of 6,50oft. nestles in the
relatively unspoilt upper reaches of the Kulu Valley in Himachal
Pradesh. Surrounded by snow clad peaks, it is know for its
scenic beauty.
Our camp was located 2km off Manali between a mountain and River
Beas. The participants, 40 in all, were from natyre clubs all
over India. We were mostly students but also included were
teachers, businessmen, employees and a Sub Lt. of the Navy. One
thing we all had in common was a love for nature. Most of us
were camping in the Himalayas for the first time and excitment
ran high. The dctivities during our stay in the camp included

9 rapelling, river crossing and observing the Himalayanflora and fauna. Besides these, we had interesting talks and
discussions on various aspects of nature, ecology and conservationin general.
As campers trickled in, on the first day of the camp, the processof getting to know each other went on well, past noon, Later
we set out in small groups to explore our immediate environment,
The picturesque surroundings, with the snow cappéd mountains.
Clothed with lush green forests end the crystal cLeen Beas wind-
ing its way down the valley - enchanted us.
That day, during one af his talks, the camp directory Mr. Lavkumar

aeeaeR
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Khacher impressed upon us the importance of appreciating and
enjoying nature around us. He said that later this would lead to
its study and conservation. Some of the reasons put forth by the
campers in a discussion on the need for conservation were,
i) Nature provides healthy recreation for man's emotional well
being, ii) It helps in sustaining a viable environemnt for man-
kind 's continued existence on this planet, and iii) Its genetic
potential when tapped can provide better drugs and food for the

>millions.
The next day we, a group of 20 campers, set out early to climb
the nearby peak - Khanpari Dibba (13,40oft). This took us through
magnificient pine forests with the forest floor dotted with a
variety of ferns and beautiful violet flowers - wnich we later
came to know as Irises. 'Those amongst us interested in botany

red, growing wild, hedged the numerous apple orchards. As we
ascended higher and higher, the splendid view of the Kulu Valley
unfolded before us, Silvery birches andrhododendrons constituted
the tree-line. Crossing these we entereé sprawling meadows
carpeted with a variety of flowers of different colours and
shades. Nine of us reached the pcak after a gruelling climb and

collected specimens of lichens, mosses, fungi and ferns for our
herbariums. Profusely flowering rose bushes, white, pink and

were rewarded with spectacular panorama of the Himalayas. This
beautiful and awe inspiring sight reminded.us of the tremend-
ous geological forces moulding them. We returned to camp late
at night, tired but happy.

The next few days we spent learning the basic skills of mountain-
eering. We practised seat, shoulder and stomach rapelling under
the watchful eyes of .the instructor. Though climbing down those
vertical faces of rock was scary, it was thrilling. We also
Learnt to cross streoms with the help of ropes. One evening we
had an informative lecture on reptiles in general and snakes in a

WWF-India. This talk cleared numerous doubts of campers regard-
ing the much dreaded snakes and interesting facts about the anato-
my, physiology and habits of snakes held our attention. That
night a Saw-Scaled Viper (Echis carinatus)and a harmless water
snake were shown to us. The lecture next day was about the
unique Himalayan flora which, within a height of a few thousand
feet, represents the flora extending from the tropics to the
poles We also learnt to identify different trees like Deodar, -

Qak, Spruce, Fir and Birch. These different species of trees
exist at different altitudes where the climatic conditions are
suitable for then, ;

particular by Chandrakant Wakankar, the education officer of

We also had an opportunity to see the different species of lichens
which play an important part in the formation of soil from rock.
The fact that 6,000 million tonnes of top soil is being eroded
in India alone, mainly due to the loss of forest cover, shocked
us.

Next day we trekked to Rundi where Solang Nala, a tributary of the
Beas, takes birth from a glacier. We kept to its banks all

e



through the trek, Crossing the rushing rivulet over Slipperylog bridges was exciting. The same night we took a long walk,without torches, and discovered the considerable night vision.we possess: The following day we walked to anearby villagesey Monel Pheasant, 1This beautiful
Peacock (Pavo cristatus ) in beauty. We were sad to note thatthis bird is a highly endangered Species. We observed serveralbirds like the Himalayan Whistling Thrush (Myiophonus caeruleus)?,Plumbeous Redstart (Rhyacormis fuliginosus), Whitecapped Redstart(Chaimarromis ieucocephalus), Paradise Flycatcher (Lerpsiphoneparadisi)?, Dipper (?), etc, The dipper was particularly interesting as it remained underwater for nearly half a minute, foragingfor insects and larvae. The clear skies that night enabled ugto gaze at the stars and we could identify some constellations.

its Lrridiscent suppasses the

For the last few days we set up a high altitude camp at a heightof about 8,000ft. in an oak forest, fhe drive to this placetook us over winding roads which clung to the near verticalmountains' sides. The day after setting up camp, all of ustrekked a long way to Rohtang Pass. We passed through dew ladenmeadows interspersed with islands of blooming rhododendrons, »

We slithered down slopes of snow and inched our way up and domprecarious slopes, We lunched beside a waterfall and finallyreached the Pass. This Pass is at a highhei ght of 12,731ft,and connects the Kulu and Lahaul Valleys. We returmed to camp,a tired lot, after the pleasant experience in the snow. The

It is a place of pilgrimage. This trek took us mostly over

Succeeding -day we trekked upto Bhrigu
and is mostly frozen,This is enclosed on all sides by

Snow covered terrain, We spent the moonlit night around a warmcampfire playing games and Singing songs ~ enjoying ourselvesthoroughly.

We reached our camp at Manali the next day, on the way to ourrespective destinations. We sll felt heavy hearted at thethought of leaving tois wonderful place for the dust and din:of cities. While returming by bus we noticed the Himalayanfoothills completely stripped of their forest cover,

Whether it was knowing the intcresting ccological concepts orrapelling down the rock faces, tasting the absolute tirednessof the treks or a relaxing dip in the hot springs of Vashishth~ we were ecstatic and absolutely thrill oc by the experience,



I have made it a habit to wherever I go. This type of

At home, I do not birdwatch seriously, I do not go out everyday,
early in the morming and take down copious notes. do is,

_ Aasheesh Pittie.

+

then,
up, and if I do not know the caller I take a few minutes time to

go out and see who it is. If he is still camouflaged, I do Rot

a

I take another sheet, and do it all over agiin. The result' is a

very interesting list of the birds which. are seen regularly or
heard elwo those which visit me occassionally, or
call
over my house regularly, because pirds in flight are difficult to

identify. This is more so when species of the same

Therefore have I desisted from recording these birds. There are
also a few birds who 1 do not see, but whose calls I recognise ~

these I have included in the list. In the list, which follows,
have added notes after the name of each bird to make things clcorer.

1.

Ze

from afar. I have not noted sone of the birds which fly

Neophron percnopterus - Egyptian Vulture - These are scen

2

ingtowards some Blue Rock Pigeons, scaring them. I some-
times feel they do this just to snow off their power. The

sky is filled with scared pigeons, fluttering about in fright.
I see these raptors every day.
Falco tinnunculus - Kestrel - It is sean only in flight,
high overhead, jecassionally hovering in mid airy Once I
saw it plumpet out of the sky. it fell like an arrow ahot
from the heavens and disappeared behind some buildings.

f
3 a



4.
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Columba livia = Blue Rock Pigeon ~ Ia Begum Bazar, wherever I
turn my head, I see a pigeon. It is everywhere, everyday. It
3s one of the birds which has adapted itself very well to man-
kinds' way of life.
Streptopelia chinensis - Spotted Dove ~ Occassionally I hear
this doves! croon. It goesoh and on and everything almost.
ssands still. Doves come five to six times in a week. Most
probably they inhabit the untouched graveyard near my house.
Tn Feb. Mar. and Apr. I heard or saw them every day.

5.

Psittacula krameri - Roseringed Parakeet - This bird flies
overhead everyday, in the morning and evening. I need not be
outside to see it. It screams from the heavens as it flies by

"and I lmow it My heart screams back. I see/fhear it daily.
7. .Eudynamys scolopacea - Koel - The handsome male with that rich

voice, and the shaggy female with a torn larynx, speak to each

8.

10.

11.
12.

14,

15.

16.

other while I lesten. They started calling in March and call-
ad to cach other till July. Sometimes, when the heat prevent-
ed. me from sleep, I heard them call to each other at fami I.
an quite sure this was not a dream, for I got up to look at

Megalaima haemacephala - Crimson Breasted Barbet The littie
green coppersmith, with his throat of red and yellow, works
my watch.

from the top most branch of the Longifolia tree in my garden.
In Jan. and Feb. he did not call. But from Mar, to Jul. he

Anus affinis - House Swift - They nest in my house. A nest
of feathers, cosy and safe, Their trilling twitter greets me

so often, as they speed by a window, or gather for their
occassional meetings, high above my hhouse, pondering over un-

Halcyon stymensis - Whitebreasted Kingfimer I saw it
thrice in Mar. ad 2 times in Apr. Came from the river prob-
ably, and sat on a tree proclaiming itself in that way
it has, and showing off its clea 'shirt front'.
Sturnus pagodarum Brahminy Myna ~-Avery rare visitor this.
Acridotheres Fristis Common Myna - A really noisy neighbour.
Imitating every conceivable sound and scolding every visible
human movement ~ and it can see far! Seen daily. One pair
is resident in the garden, while flocks fly over daily in the

Corvus splendens + House. Crow - The less said the better.
Pycnonotus cafer ~ Red Vented Bulbul A very playful-bird.
Jumping constantly from one branch to another, flicking its)
tail and calling in that throaty voice. Does not come often
into the garden, but came daily in Mar, and Apr.
Saxicola caprata - Pied Bushchat - A pair sleeps in my house
every night. I notice them in the evening when the male
chases the female, or either of them hawks insects, Their
call is a deep 'chuck', followed by a raising and lowering of

Saxicoloides fulicata ~ Indian Robin - Only the female is seen
when the lawn is mowed. She is a confiding person, and likes
to come close. But she is very nosy. Always probing into
nooks and crannies. When searching for worms in the freshly
mowed lawn, she stands erect and lowering her wings, hisses.
Then suddenly she bends forward and catches the worm in her
peak, She then flies off.

has not stopped beating copper.
9.

known affairs.

+

+and.at sunset.morning
13.

the tail.
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17 .Motacilla maderaspatensis - Large Pied Wagtail - A par -

live next door. Early in the year they are very noisy.
After Mar. their banter and activity lessens cc: siderably.

They are in the habit of wagging their tails too much.
18. 'Passér domesticus - House Sparrow ~ Ubiquitous, quarrelsome

ball of feathers.

The Tailor Bird Orthotomus sutorius)drops in sometimes, to enqui-
re of my clothes, the Sunbirds, both Purple(Nectgrinia asiatica )
_and Purple Rumped (Nectarinia zeylonica) also come now and then,
'see-sweeing! from a nearbp bough. Their visits are like lightn-

-ing raids. Birding is fun. I have made many friends and om

sure will make many more later in whe year.

CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF NEHRU ZOOLOGICAL PARK ~ 2.

Binod C Choudhury
Aga Mujahid Hussain
D B Venkatesh Varma

The: second quarter of the year. was exam time for most of us.
During this period, binoculars were kept aside and books taken

exams were over. We tramped over.to, the zoo on the ist ofAs a result of we could birdwatch, only after theupe

June and saw the following birds.

Paday Bird - Ardeola grayii
Large Egret - Ardea alba alba

Je Lesser, Whistling Teal ~ Dendrocygna javanica
4. Pariah Kite - Milvus migrans govinda
5. Whitebreasted Waterhen - Amaurornis phoenicurus
6. Indian Moorhen ~ Gallinula chloropus
7. Purple Moorhen - Porphyrio porphyrio poliocephalus
8. Redwattled Lapwing - Vanellus indicus
9. Spotted Dove - Streptopelia chinensis
10. Ro seringed Parakeet - Psittacula krameri
11. Koel - Budynany s scolopacea
12. Coucal - Centropus sinensis parroti .

135. House Swift - Apus affinis
14. Palm Swift - Cypsiurus parvus

Le

15. Pied Kingfisher - Geryle rudis
16. Common: Kingfisher Alcedo atthis



17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23,
24,
25.
26.
27
28,
29,
30.
31,
-OLe

34
35.
OG.

ov.
38,
oo.
40.
41.
42

43.

7

Whitethroated Kingfisher ~ Halcyon smyrnensis
Small Green Bee. Eater Merops orientalis
Roller - Coracias benghalensis
Hoopoe - Upupa epops
Crimsonbreasted Barbet ~ Megalaima haemacephala
Goldenbacked Woodpecker ~ Dinopium benghalense
Golden Oriole ~ Oriolus oriolus kundoo
Black Drongo - Dicrurus.adsinilis
Brahminy Myna - Sturnus pagodarum
Common Myna - ficridotheres tristis
Indimm Tree Pie - Dendrocitta vagabunda
House Crow - Corv1is splendens
Common Wood~Shrike - Tephrodornis pondicerianus
Tora - Aegithina tiphis

4

Re@vented Bulbul - Pycnonotus cafer
Jungic Babbler ~ Turdoices striatus
Common Babbler ~ Turdoides caudatus

Wren Warbler Priria subflava
Ashy Wren-Warbler - Prina socialis
Tailorbird ~ Orthotonus sitorius
Magpie Robin ~ Copsychus saularis
Indian Robin ~ Saxicoloiées fulicata
Indian Pipit - Anthus see landiae
Large Pied Wagtail - maderaspatensis
Purplerumped Sunbird - zeylonicaTickell's Flowerpecker ~ I caeum erythrorhynchos
Baya - Ploceug philippinus

" That wildlife is merely Sonething to shoot at or look at isthe grossest of falacies,
between rich country and mere lard.

It ofven represents the difference

~ Aldo. Leopold \.



THE VANISHING WILDLIFE OF EINDIA

Liontailed Macaque (Macaca silenus)
A

- Madhukar Reddy

This primate is one of the animals confined only to the Western

Ghats of Penninsular India. it has been lately in the news

along with the Silent Valley - the fate of both entwined mm ti-
mately and still hanging in plalnece.

The Liontailed Macaque is a resident of dense tropical evergreen
forests (sholas) of the Western Ghats. Its range includes part
of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, It is distinguished from

other macaques by its great mane of grey hairs growing from its

coat forms a perfect camotiflage in the dimly Lit canopied forests.
It is about a couple of feet in height with a foot long tail.
Males are Slightly larger.

cheeks and temples and by its glossy black coat. This black

The Macaca silenus are gregarious animals living in troops of
12 ~ 20 or more. These are arboreal and are shy and seclusive
creatures and hence are rarely seen. Their call resembles the

human voice. These animals mainly eat the fruit of culenia ex-

elesia whieh itself is a plant on the endangered list. Ih#e
fruit trees grow preferentially along the river Sides and are

threatened with submergence by the Lakes formed by daming the

rivers.

Seventeen years ago 32 troops with about 500 animals have been

counted, but recent counts indicate only 11 troops with about

475 animals, These animals are highly endangered, this being
the result of habitat destruction and mindless poaching,
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WWF-India has opened a Data Centre for Natural Resourses at.
Bangalore,
habitats, and suitably index them for reference and use by. in-
terested persons, with a view to promote conservation and pre-
vent destruction of habitat through control of environmental
pollution. The functions of the Centre will thus be two
fold; to collect and to disseminate information. The Centre
will also collect unusual photographs, both bl ack and white
and colour, relating to the above topics. Any help would be
appreciated, use tearaway sheet below to make contact.

e e e e e e e e e « i) e cut here, e

To
The Administrator,
Data Centre for Natural Resources,
C/O Dynacratt Machine Co Ltd,
36, 7th Cross (First Floor)
Vasanthanagar,
Bangalore-560 052,

Dear Sir;

I am actively interested in control of environmental pollution
and/or in conservation of plants animals/birds/insects/fish
of common/rare species. I will sypply/need information on this
subject from time to time, and will contact YOu.

Yours faithfully

Place;

The Centre will collect material about wildlife and

(4

Names
Address: (Signature)
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS . « « «

Away from traffic-jams, screaming vehicles, dense fumy air, ~

nose-pinching stinks and the daily human routine lies Manali,
surrounded by snow clad and forested mountains. Imnumerable >

Waterfalls descend in slow motion to drape. sheer rock cliffs
with plumy whiteness. The scenery is so breathtaking, so pure
that one only dreams it it. But how many are lucky enough to
stand amidst their dreams? e « « » Let Madhukar continue, for
he was one of the lucky ones to visit Manali with the World
Wildlife Fund - India,

one of the leading conservation organisations of
India, holds nature canps for the members of its youth movement,
the Nature Clubs of India, at different places throughout the
country to enable young Indians to know and learn about nature.
The general activities in these camps are nature walks, bird-
watching trips, trekking, talks by prominent conservationists, -

hiking, insect and flora studies, etc. Apart from these funct-
ions, the Camps help to bring about a greater understanding
among members, a mutual feeling of brotherhood. The participantsrealise that what they are doing is essential. Their
enthusiasm increases and they pursue their tasks with vigour.
To say nothing about tae healthy wholesome air and the of
adventure.

The organisors of such naturé camps beleive that land is a
community is a basic.concept of ecology, but that land is to be
loved and respected is an extension of ethics...and...we can
be ethical only in relation to something we can see, fel,
understand, love or otnerwise have faith in. Join the nature
clubs and experience for yourself.

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY.
Edited for Hyd Nat Club by Aasheesh Pittie and Pranesh Badami.
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HYDERABAD NATURE CLUB

On the 22nd of November in 1978, Hyderabad Nature Club was born. Conceived by a smal
group of students cf this city, Hyderabad Nature Club has grown as a conservation organisa-
tion. With active participation of members and subscribers, the club has furthered the cause of
wildlife conservation and love of nature in the state.

Other than frequent field trips, the club aims to;

1. learn more about nature in all its forms-flora and fauna and to aid in
. her conservation.

create an interest in our natural heritage amongst students,

inculcate in young minds a love for nature, by participating in our projects,

organise talks and audio-visual programmes by eminent conservationists,

hold film-shows on wildlife for members, and

6. bring out a quarterly newsletter for our members and subscribers and keep them
informed of the club's activities, the latest local news regarding conservation and as
a medium of education.

The Hyderabad Nature Club meets every first and third Thursday of the month at St. Paul's
High School, Hyderguda Meetings commence at 6 p.m. Members are informed via the

a engagement columns of the newspapers.
ea
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I caught a bus to Mal akpet and got oft at the f -V tower. The
trek had begun,

From then onwards for the next 10 kilometres it was only amatter
of how deep the mud was that you were standing in-or how wet your
bsocks were,

We saw nearly 40 types of birds that live near water (see list
further on). There were large numbers of Ashy Wren Warblers
(Prinia socialis and Weaver Birds(Ploceus phillippinus). Surpris-
ingly very few Pariah Kites Milvus migrans) were spotted, on thelatter half of the trek.

It was hard walking and the only way to amuse ourselves was
counting the number of times one af us fell in the slush. I
was the first to fall but by the end of these 15 wet kilometers
BC had an unbeatable lead, and I had the soggiest socks.

We ate a part of our packed lunches as our shoes dried and estimat--
cd the distance between where we were sitting and a water tank on
the horizon. This-tank was on the periphery of the Vanasthali
The estimates varied from 4kms to 12 kms!

Now the walking was much easier through dry scrub and then on the
main road. The only thing that: kept us going was the Vanasthali
Deer Park where we were heading. About2 kms from the Vanasthali
a very sweet sardarji offered us a lift. Wow! we were sittingin a car relaxed and still the kilometers whizzed by. It is very"
common for many of us to sit in a car, but after 15 kms of walk
ing one realizes what a luxury it is.

We ate lunch in a little forest shack in the Vanasthali and
then went to see the deer, Plenty of snaps were shot by Aasheesh

"through a camera battered with mud. Welcf t the deer park at
,45 pm, caught a bus to Koti and came home,

'The trek had been educative, amusing and an unforgettable experic
nee, One thing I am sure'of all of us would be ready to
do it again.

t .
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A SIT TO DENDE RESERVOIR FOR BIRD WATCHING
- D.S. Gangakhedkar, DFO

Achamp et

For birdwatcher's it is essential to note down the time and
»ea°on of migratory birds' arrivals and departures. Certain
"res-water Lakes or reservoirs when full, do not show any
appreniable increase in the bird populations of different species,
Whez ts one definitely sees many bird Species as the water is
dryl.gup or is released for cultivation. This creates a situation
"hen the fish, molluse and insect population's in the water become
easy prey to the land and water pirds along the periphery of the
tank or lake. Rare birds including migratory ones do visit suchlakes at such times.

Dindi Reservoir is across Dindi River, which is usually seasonal
and gets rainwater from the catchments in Nalgonda and MahoubnagarDistricts. This reservoir can last for about two seasons of
drought when water is almost 1 to 3 feet in depth in the commingena dry season before the monsoons. The fresh water molluscs are

time, t

On 3-2-1981 I accompanied Sri Pushp Kumar (I.F.S.) - Conservatorof Forests, Wildlife Management, Andhra Pradesh - to
reservoir. We had earlier seen a number of water birds here,when tae reservoir had almost dried up. We managed to carry a
telescope this time, for a clearer view of éach spclces, Earlicr
we had carried a 7 X 50 binoculars.

The following is a checklist of the birds spotted along thc
drying Dindu Reservoir on 3rd February 1981.

1. Barheaded Geese

cach, Bathulu
Le Openbilled Stork

Anastomus oscitans) 40 to 50
Painted Stork(Ibis leucocepha ys

b

4

5

é6.: ty in this reservoir and attract many a water bird during this
a

E1 lish/Latin name Number spotted Local name

(Anser indicus 2 flocks of 30 Pelle



_4_
> Number spotted Local nane ue

Kondalu ah

7. Brahmini Duck 4
(Tadoma ferruginea) 40 to 45 Errabathulu

1

Whitenecked Stork
(Cuconia episcopug) 5 to 8 4.

e 18.. Merlin (2) a

35 Samudra a

De sser Flamingo

6 otbill Duck
17 a few

+

above 10

9. %wcte Ibis

about 30

14. Black Ibis
(Pseudibis papilloga) 4 Nellamoathi

15. .Avocet

8 to 10

4%. Shoveller

y

few Chintugu

It May be noted that the Common Molluse Shells are extracted 4



avee

for their calcium carbonate value after the
The lime from these shells,

Y are burned for Special
fine finish -

used for the final coat of"plaster on the Charminar of Hyderdrad!
might have been

ne lasting effect is emphasised,

1) Boecha

While gathering information about re re birds, some of the localcultivators were shown the book "Common Birds" B9 Dr. Salim Mi,They immediately identified and pointed out that the Great Indian

Tadur village in Nagarkumool Tq., where guring1980,

al seasons,

It was a very interesting and' lucky Visit. The Greater Flamin-80€3 and the Barheaded Geese were the main attraction. Thepresence of one Great Pelictn was a rare chance, The oftendipping Black Storks in search of molluscs were a pleasant Sight,& go0d amount of photography in colour was attempted, Thehovering Black Storks area good shot just when they are abovethe main dam from where one-can snap them,

Members may take such apportunities,
birdwatching is Amrabad Tank inaltitude of about 2000ft above
lake,

Another Closeby spot for
ad village at a general

east of 46th km. along Nalgonda-Deverkond& road will leadto the presence of Black Ibis,

al so a visit to one small

Spoonbills and Painted Storks.

truth tha theGreater Flamingos migrate long distances in the south even to Dindi,H- ever, whether they brecd here ig to be confimed.
ep
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BIRDS SEEN ALONG THE MUSI_RIVER

19.

21.

oi.

33.

Paddy Bird (Ardeola gray ii)

~ B.C. Choudhury4aynalabidin Khan
Dhiren

Jasheesh Pittie
Mukesh Maheshwari

1.

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis coromandus)
Le

Little Egret (Egretta & farzetta)-
Pariah Kite (Milvus migrans &govinda)

4,
Egyptian Vulture ( eophron percnopterus ginginianus

5.
Painted Partridge. (Francolinus pictus)

6.
Redwattled Lapwing (Vanellus i
Stone Curlew (Burhinus oedicnenugs indicus)

7.
8.x

Blue Rock Pigeon (Columba livia intermedia
9.
10. Ring Dove Stre to elis decaocto
11. Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis suratensis )

Pied Crested Cuckoo (Clanator dacobinus serratus14, Koel (Eudynamys s scolopacea)

Roseringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri)

Coucal (Centropus sinensis lo
Common Indian Nightjar (Caprimulgus a4 asiaticus )Palm Swift (Cypsiurug parvus batasiensis

18, Whitebreasted Kingfisher (Haleyon s smyrmensis)Small Green Bee-Eater (Merops
Roller (Cyracias benghalensis

O orientalis)
indica )

Ashy crowned .Finch Lark ( Bremopterix grisca)22.- Wiretailed Swallow (Hirundo smithii filifcra
Redrumped Swallow (Hirunds daurica erythropy gia)24. Rufousbacked Shrike (Lanius schach erythronotusBlack Dron go (Dicrurus adsimilis macrocercus26. Ashy Swallow-Shrike (Artamug fuscus

ov. Brahimny Myna (Sturnug
28. Common Myna (Acridotheres t tristis
29, House Crow (Corvus g Splundens)
30. Jungle Crow (dorvus macrorhynchus Culminatus )Tora (Aegithina tiphia deignan i)32. Redvented Bulbul (Pycnonotus ec cafer )

Common Babbler (Turdoides & caudatus )34. Jungle Babbler (Turdoides Striatus orientalis

+ ~

13.

arroti15.
16,
17

a

20.

fl

25.

1g

odarum
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35 Ashy Wren Warbler (@rinta
Tailor Bird (Orthotomus sutorius: uzurat a)

39. Large Pied Wagtail- (MotaciLia naderaspatensia)
House Sparrow Passer domesticus indicus)

socialis
36.
37. Pied Bushchat (Saxtcols Ca rata)

«

38, Indian Robin (Saxlcoloides fulicata

40.
41. Baya Ploceus 2 philippinus).

Woitethroated Munia Lonchura m malabarica
Spotted Munia (Lonchura

42.
43.

CHECKLIST. OF BIRDS OF NEHRU. Z0OLO GT GAL PARKi-3.
Binod Choudhury
Aga Mujahid Hussain

. D.B.Venkatesh Varma
SPECIES

OS
3. AUG 184

1.
Re

6 SEPT

Paddy Bird ~Ardeola grayii -_ Present
Lesser Whistling Teal -Déndrocygna

javanica' ote
Pariah Kite Milvus migrans* Present
Whit ebreasted Waterhen-
Amauromis phoenicurug - » Present
Indian Moorhen ~Gallinula en
Redwattled Lapwing-Vanellus indicus ©"

Btone Curlew-Burhinug oedicnimus
oo

Blue Rock Pigeon-Columba livia tt
Spotted Dove~Streptopelia, chinensis -

10. Roseringed Parakeet-Psittacula
kraneri

12. Koel-Eudynamys scolopacea y ic

Pied Crested Cuckoo-Clamator jacobinus"

Spotted Owlet-Athene brama cde
Small Blue Kingfisher-Aicedo atthi

g

Present
3
A.

Present
Present5.

6.
7. ft

8.
9,

11. India Cucko
Cacomantis merulinus + it

13.
4

14. Coucal-~Centropus sinensis
15.
16.
17. Kingfisher-Halcyon

smymensis



SPECIES 23 AUG 181

18. Small Green Bee-Eater-Meropsorientalis Present
19. House Swift-Apus affinis
20. Palm parvus
21. Hoopoe-Upupa epops
22, Goldenbacked. Woodpecker-Dinopiun

ben ghalense
23. Golden Oriole-Oriolus oriolus
24 Black Drongo-Dicrurus adsimilis
25. Common Myna-Acridotheres tristis
26 Indien Pree Pie-~Dendrocitta vagabunda"
27, .Brahminy Myna-Sturnus pagodarum
28. House Crow-Corvus splendens a"

29. Jungle Crow-Corvus macrorhynchos ~

30. Common Wood-Shrike-Tephrodomis
pondicerianus

31. Little Minivet-Pericrocotus

"33, Redvented Bublul-Pycnonotus cafer 81

34, Common Babbler-Turdoides caudatus Ms

oo, dungle striatus ~

36. <&shy Wres-Warbler-Prinia socialis
'57. Magpie Robin-Copsychus seularis. ut

38. Indian Robin-Saxicoloides fulicate
39, Grey Wagtail-Motacilla caspica
40. Large Pied

maderaspatensis
41. Purplerumped

zeylonica
42. House Sparrow-Pasger domesticus - tt

43. Baya~Ploceus philippinus
44, Blackheaded Munia~fonchura malacca
45. Spotted Munia-L@ichura punctulata
NOTESs

6 SEPT '814

Present
tt

2

if ft

tt

tt Ww

tt

it

it

ry

4

cinnamomeus
.lora-Acgithina tiphia tt32.

te

if

This Was nesting season of the Large Pied Wag-
tails. We gaw a couple nesting in tye Himalayan Black Bear
enclosure.
the Bayas.
There were

Purplcruped Sunoirds were also nesting,
We saw the Blackheaded Munias for the first time.
5-7 birdg on the typha reeds near the 1

AS were

vond.
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TRIBALS AID

Havine worked with the Koyas, Kondareddis, Gadabas end Savrac of Vishalth:
(EB Godavari & Visha'thapetnem Dt) and the Chenchus of the arency
(Mahboobnagar end Kurnool Dt) on their dialects, Mr has
come in close contact with tie tribel way of life. He feels thet the
association of tribals with noture is so totel that they becone inseperable,Tribel technology 1s indegenous and the exploitation of neture is limited tothe extent of needs. Mr Sivaramakrishnen spoke extcnsively on the
topograohy, vegetation and lifestyle of the tribals he has a vith.
'ccording to him the tribes of the Vishakhea agency live (more approprieiclyere forced to live) in thick ve vetational cover of the hills end are basicsally food gatherers anc partlv hunters. For the last few deéedes tney haveresorted to a more settled life ond have gone for cultivation. Not cuite
adapted to the new lifestyle they leave the clearcd cultivated areas after a
few years and mnbrace their nom-dic life once agoine In the shrinking forest
arco these clearings become increasingly visible end they arc blamed for
wion cultivation has no attraction. Thev are food gethercrs, dependantentirely on noture, clinging to their digging stick ané chesing intheir deminishins perkland habitat. These people basically live on roots,
wildg-me, honey, fish ctc. Only of lato they heave resorted to cultivatingmillets on smell forest clearings.

8 lot forforest destruction. In the tne Chenchus are

Mr Siveremakrichnan has found that every creation of neture hos p neeningand role according to the tribals and as such ave resvecto*, to such on
cxtent that pleccs are n-mcd according to the abundance of periiculor flor-
and feuna. One even finds places named according to the type of soil, rock
or water present, Mr Sivarcnakrishnan hes come across such as Pasup=gutta (Yellow hillock), Pittagaddn (Rird Hillock ) and so on. 'ou here

given by sone betreating tribals. Collection of all these .7 4oLlpus to find the types of flora and fauna thet occured et these

4

4

are places totally devoid of vegetation of feuna but only the n- > rom? INS g
1

1

The tribal calendar of the Vishakha agency is -lso based on noture. A
month is therefore nam don a bird, 8 flower or on inscet dernendin® on the
abundance of a particular of nature. In the aceroy the
vegetation boing very poor the months have been noncd on the kinds ot honcyone gets at a particular time or the typos of flowcr th t bloom for honoy-
bees to collect honey. Again ofcourse the 3 major scasons "TC considered,
Mr SKR plans to compile the tribal calendar for the benefit of biolo2ist
What a wonderful way to study phenology} Mr Skr found out thit $ribelsfor a hunt only when thcy necd game animal and that too in the of
abundance of that particuler The game arc adnered to
is a gene day and any onimal in the telescopic sicht of the gun is roodcnoush as a kill.

4

oo

1 tHevery religiously unllkc the modcrn huhters for whom any

The family unit in the Vishakhe egency 1s a joint family a necessity
an the thick jungle. Mhercas in the Nollemelai agcney it is 3 nuclcer unil,in the open forest where visibility is good. Accordine ly tho huntine -12 +
cerns are a groups octivity (Vishekah agency) or aa individurl effort with
traps (Jallemalai). Tho types of errows uscd are also differcnt. In the
Vishakhea agency the orrow is sb designed thet once it hits the aninel tho
furrow present in it lets a continuous stream of blood flow from tho handy of
the animal, thereby leaving » trail behind for the borne fit of vhe NUN LE o

The acquisition of forest lead is forcing the tribals into e tir corner,
Aron't we too crucl to do this?

1 {

4



NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
a

Any outing 9 be it a birdwatching trip, a walk in the evening or
through the country is an exhilerating experience,

trek

Phenomenon because I am taking part in the happenin
am @ part of these happenings.

To me it is a dynamic
gs of the world.

The trees around Megbirds, the weeds, the reeds ~ NATURE.

8

the insects, the
It is the real thing, When I tray.car, Iam ina compartment, enclosed from all Sides, I feel like

el ina
an alien. I feel separated from the earth.
To experience nature, to observe it work, to be a part of the process ~a few of us trekked down the. Musi - a river with 8 tumultuous past. Nowthis river has been damed,
water,

Man has controlled the fury of independantThis life-blood serves humanity now, But do we knowit properly? Zayn writes about the trek.
how to use

Mr. Gangakhedkar, the DFO (wildlife) Achampet, writes on the birds seenin Dindi Reservoir on one of his trips. He is a most éntertaining Man,who loves his animals, who knows his area inside-out and who also enjoys'Shastriya Sangeet'! His jovial banter keeps one engrossed on tiresome

other neighbouring birdwatching sights,

Joining the bandwagon of todays conservationists, we of thepressed our great concern at the decline of the indegenous ffauna of our land, In our quest for first-hand information

HNC have ex-
lora and

ture lovers. One

the department of linguistics of Osmania University.tribals of Vishakha
sever

He works with the
and Nallamalai Agency areas. During the process ofal discussions, which culminated into a major talk, he convincedus thattribals are an integral part of nature and (they) exploit nature

the total life-style of the tribals is so much fused with nature thatthey becone inseparable, A sist of this talk is given by Mr BC Choudh-urys our untiring advisor,

sh Badami.
ters

nd somethrough
jeep journeys. In this article he takes us Dindi

from people working in (with) nature we meet
usually

such person who Shivaramakrishna @ reséarcher in
came to us was Mr

rationally to the extent of their basic necessity. Ne also kmow that

CIRCULATION ONLY.
HNC by Aasheesh Pran

&
a
$
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FOREST DEPARTMENT GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

request the pleasure of your company
at the inauguration of the

29TH VANYA PRANI SAPTAH CELEBRATIONS
and

THE WILDLIFE PHOTO & PHILATELIC EXHIBITION
by

SHRI N.T. RAMA RAO
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Andhra Pradesh

On Monday the 3rd October,1983 at 10-00 a.m.
at Institution of Engineers, Khairatabad Uyderabad

SHRI K. JANA REDDY
Hon'ble Minister for Agri & Coopn.

has kindly consented to preside over the function

Chief Conservator of Forests



29TH VANYA PRANI SAPTAH INAUGURAL FUNCTION

Venue
10-00 a.m.

10-15 a.m.
10-20 a.m.

10-25 a.m.

10-35 a.m.

10-55a.m.

11-00O a.m.

11-O5 a.m.

11-10 a.m.

ON 3-10-1983

PROGRAMME
Institution of Engineers, Khairatabad, Hyderabad
Inauguration of Wildlife Photographic & Philatelic
Exhibition bv Shri N. T. RAMA RAO,
Hon'ble Chief Minister Andhra Pradesh

Prayer
Welcome address by Shri A. K. MATHUR, 1,F.s,
Chief Conservator of Forests, Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad

Presidential address by Shri K. JANA REDDY
Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture & Co-operation, Andhra Pradesh

Inaugural address by Shri N. T. RAMA RAO
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Andhra Pradesh, and distribution of prizes

Address and release of postal stamp and presentation
to the Chief Guest by Shri V.J.S. Perianayagam
Post Master General, Andhra Pradesh

Vote of thanks by Shri T. Krishna Murthy, F.S,
Addl, Chief Conservator of Forests; A.P. Hyderabad

National Anthem
Refreshments
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HYDERABAD NATURE CLUB

n the. 22nd: of 1978, n Conceived by a smal
tion. With active. Participationof members and'subscribers, the club has furthered the cause Ofwildlife. conservation and love-of.naturein the state.

Naturé Club wdsgraup. of students cf this city, Hyderabad- Nature Club aS ACOnservation organisa

Other: than frequent: field-trips; the:clubaims:to;
1.

earn
mote.about nature'in-all its forms-flora and fauna-and to aid ipfon:

2 create an. intefestini.our natural hefitage amongst students,
3. inculcate in young minds a love for nature, by Participating in our projects,
4.; organisetalks-and- audio-visual programmes by eminent conservationists,
5. hold.film-shows on wildlife for members, and
6.. bring out.a quarterly. newsletter for our

informed.of the club's activities,-the latest local news regarding conservation and as

members and subscribers and keep them
a-medium of. education

The Hyderabad Nature -Club meets. every first and third Thursday of the month at St. Paul'sHigh. Schooal;. Hyderguda Meetings. commenc
engagement:columns. of the newspapers,

€ at 6 pm. Members are informed via the

}



i

7

j
i

i

BLACK SUCK Newsletter
HYDERABAD NATURE CLUS

VOL. 3 No. 4 1981 Oct - Nov - Dec

CONTENTS PAGE

Ansimelai Neture Orientation Camp. - Prenesh S. Bedeani. 1

A Rare 3ird Brought Tc The Hyderabad Zoo. Eumayun Taher. 4

Vanishing Wildlife cf India - 9. 5

Seriska : Faredise. ~ tahul Chettri. 7

Did You now ? 9

ANAIMALAI NATURE ORIENTATION CAT - Franesh S. Sadani.

Notes *rom The Editors . 10

Nature Orientation Camps are organises the World Wildlife und -

of natural hebitat. One such camp wes held in Mecember at a place
called Top Slip, in the Wildlife Sanctuary.

ar eIndia to create an avereness of and in the need for conservation

The Anaimalei Fills ere about 20°00 meters in altitude, and are located
just south of Coimbatore and the Falghat Gap, in the Western Ghats of
Tanil Nadu. The total area of the sanctuary is a thousand square kilo-
meters, cevered by thick, evergreen tropical rein forest (BLAC BUCK
Vol. 2 No. 4 : HABITAT-II) and favours the survival of a large number of
varied forms of wildl fe such as Elephents (in Tamil, Anai = Elenhant;
Malai = Hill), Gaur, Tiger, Leopard, Wild Cat, Melabar Squirrel, Nilgiri
Langer, etc.a

Too Slip is situa ted between Pollachi (a Talug headquarters, 40 kr
south of C3E) in Tamil Nedu and 45 km from the Perambikules MM in
Kerala. It waa formerly a Timber Devot during the days of the ®ritish,
and is so named because tne logs of wood were slid down a chennel for
easy transvortation.

I was a member of the first batch (from 19 te 25 December 1281' whch
consisted of 20 participants; most of us were stucents of degree ccliegas,
but two groups of school children accompaniei oy t.eir masters, and @

few employed persons had also come. My first meeting with them was at



the Pollachi 3us Station, from where we all boarded the Perambikulam Busto Top Slip. 2?

of trees, certainly refreshing charge from the 'concrete jungles' ofour city. After a 2 hour journey, we arrived at foo Slip, and were re~by the organisers: Mr Vekenker, Education Cfficer ofWe-India, Mr Pervish Pandye and fren chetie,.
a

The campers were accomateted in querters built for the engineers employedat the Ferambikulam Sem Project. Se there was mo lack of homely comfortsvize, tap Woter, electricity, etc., but it tool ewey the fun of roughing

Cur daily activities, which depended much on weather, were as follows:

the first four days, this was not much of & success, feturning eround

birds and other arbereal iife, like the Lengurs and Savirrels covld bespotted. We would be back for lunch arcund 1 mM, and the
programme consisted of cither a telk or a slide show. Two such wereheld: one on 'Bird Behavior! vy Chandrakant and enother onof Common Birds', by Mr Farvish Pondya. Another interest-ing talk on the 'Indian Slevhant' accommanied y a slide show was givenby Dr Yrishnamurthi, 777.0 is a Vet. Surgeon in the Medu vorest HDevarte

which was slso our
discuss or be briefed on the aays' eetivities,

6.00 am, we would set out for a short wall

oy the

ed in the Tourist a

Arounl 4 pm, after tea, we would set ovt for & XsrienShole e small Clearing ia the forest, with a water hele, abouthelf an hours! wolk through a leech infested, path, littered with

We hel to stev carefully to avoid emny of them as the slightest noisewouid scare away end wern the animals. On arriving ot the clesring, wewould spread out and conceal curselves behind the trees and aveit thearrivel of any thirsty animel. Unfortunately, the recent rains heded up many other pools ani streams, and did not create the necessity forthe animal to come here. Still, a lone Ctter and Gaur were snotted onthe final day. Wwe would return after dark, after dinner, discussthe days' happenings, be on the next days' programme, and retirefor the night.

decaying leaves and twigs.

Cheetal were very covmon would come within « few meters of thedew at night, and covld be spotted by torchlight. beautiful sightwere their eyes wuich dazzicd in a whole rev in the light beans.



-3

On the 23rd we set out for a really long trek, to Vargaliar which is
about 40 km fro Top Slip. We passed- through Dr Krishnamurthy's Camp at

enjoyed photographing and feeding the elephants. An-
other enchénting sight was the Chechali Valley which we. saw from above:
only trées as far as the eye could see$ After a piccsant but
(we had to carry our bedding and rations$) Walk through the quiet forest,we reached Vargciiar around 6 pm. We had an early dinner and slept.Next morning, we returned via a different rovtc. This return journey
Was very exciting es we spotted two wild tuskers at two different
places, only about 25 feet away! They showed the least interest in us,and we quietly came away. Water we were told 'hat both were in a bad
mood, and had been fighting for the past few days. A variety of birds

Kollikamatte

were &Iso spotted.

We were back at Top Slip by late afternoon. 'Being the last dey of the
Camp, we enjoyed a farewell dinner and a campfire. Next morning, allof us boarded the bus to woimbatore and proceeded to our respective
destinations, with the hopes of secing the Anaimalais at least in the
Same state even after a few years.
A LIST OF THE WILDLIFE SEEN AT TOP SLIP:

BIRDS ANIMALS:

1. Grey Hornbill. 1. labar Squirrel.2. Great Pied Hornbill.
3. Grey Drongo.

ilgiri Langur.
3. Hiephant (Indien)4. 4, Gaur eronze Drongo.

5. Racket-tailed Drongo. 5. Otter.
6. Scarlet Minivet. 6. Spectacled Cobre.
Te Oranjc: Minivet..
8. Redvented Bulbul.
9... Rubythroated Bulbul.
10. Green Bee Eater.
11. Chestnut-headed Bee Eater.
12. Jungle Babbler.
13, Whiteheedcd Babbler,
14. Jungle Fowl.
15. Fantail Flycatcher.
16. Small Grcen Barbet.
17. Common hyna.
18. Hill Myna. ;

19. Southern Tree Fie.
20. Spotted Owlet.
21. Black Woodpecker.
22. Black Eagle.
23. Bleackwinged Kite.
24. Pariah Kite.

a

"His hide was very mangy and his face was very red
And over and anon he scratched with energy his head.
His manners were not always nice, owt hoy my spirit cried
To be an artless bandar loose upsn the m5untain-cide."

~ Rudyard Kipling in "Divided Destinies'
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-- Pumayun Teher,YORRLBAU £00

The CrecS weny Bustord is a rare bird. When one vas arcught to the
hyderabad Zoo, wes 1% wth,efini Ly knorn that the G.1I.2. exists in
Anchra Fradesh also ? Previously, it vas known to exist in ne stantrs
only.

The Greet Indian Sustard is bird of open gresslané or brushlien?.
sonetines, but very ely, 5% 1s seen in corn or jowar ficlis, Its
nornel foci is lecusts, ligards, «rassheopers, bectles, greins tender
shoots of crow plents. Tre buster" is a heavy anl tali bird, t+ e nrle
weighing anywhere fren 12-14 kes. and one metre tall at the top c*
head. The fe gt » 1s necrly 85 ens, tell and 8-12 hes. The nec
has a band wate svecks om the lover neex and the fees
male hes a greyisa bend. Fhe male lisplay is s.-owhet like thet of a
turbey cocn, the breast ding tail 'hile making a
deep moaning sound. It 1s a strong sit . very re: actant "lier, tokingoff from ground only vhen

>

7 +

fne Great Inciar Bustard wes to tie Syderabed Yoo ves wound-
ed under the rightwing and on the up-er flank oni the right sido of tre
sreast. It seen Yy a police i ector in < vilicse. The tard ves
with a vallager W3NO vas nresably teking it eit' cr to sell or to cat ab
hims¢" .. t ves sent to tie Vylorrbe2 Goc, > 72 at 7os hoot enl treat
ed by tie vets of the zoo hospital, Inspitc of sir Soest efforts end
care, the busters dic not survive and "ied cn Sc' arday, 9-1-8F at © on,
The bird has ween sent for stuffang and areere 2. ais nost likely to be
rect in the Natural astcry inseum at the gological Paric.

"No anifiol is innate ; evils 1t as only huuen interests aseribde
riorek uelities tc the: . Thus tre otter is classific} as vernin wth e
vounty on iss he 1 Vecanse he competos with amok for foed, tho
men wau denuae the riverc wrt? thoir fine sesh nets go by t e ae. of
fish contractors. Tue "41° sig is werrin bocause he uproots » fev sanl-
ings while digging for tvbers, even though he mey alse sezve the useful
function of ventilatirp, t.e soils yet ine very deme: which
allows the greziers te Durn wie; fielis of yours 'reos is know as tho
plantation division whese ments ore rez' crt,in the leislater-
es. The Kyena is ver vin cecavse he 7 the young of cther
enimals during sis tour as 9 but the jcep and
SOt laght mararders arc the sports on of the & .

avw

Wild dogs are vermin their nbs cam oe vers destrvetive
restricted to one arces but the 1.1 cv,aneors ead their staff, wero travel
from place to piace laying waste vast ereas cf forest and nerloting its
wildlife, are our nation's buriders. Such is cur scale of values."

Billy in raven



Tis VANISSINQ Ce INDIA -9
Great Indian (4rdeotis nizcicens) - fosheesh Pittie

Local nares? <INDI - Schan, Cx om, Tet moka.
;9

"Phe flesh of the leg of some Pex. de tol 9 ea' a tue breast of others is excell-
ents the flesh cf every part of the rokeat is delicious." These

were the comments of Dabur, the great bogui 9 regard tee Creet
Indian in his meicoirs. (Satin la, 1°47, JSS 32: 62

In the w.rder of Gruiformes there ere 19 living 9 of which Ctiti-
dae (the Bustard foily} is one. Within the Cti are £3 Svecies.
The Great Indien Justard being ore of it from other Irdicn
genere of Otididae by its great size, head end lengthened
featnering of the throet and fore neck, Star .1; over neter (aunts tor
ef secaa) and ¢ 126 et (48 in) im bs, the salo Greet Indian
Susterd weighs ec 30-35 lbs. The female is ~uch and lighter too,
"his huge grcund biri is senfy buff obeve with . crested head and black
crom. The crost feethers are « & ens long. It is white below, wita a
black bon. cross lower OP t. It bes stout bare legs an? carries its
dody ko azontally. fhe fe «le 1s istinguished by much cnaller size anc
@ greyer neck anJ hoc", Tae pectoral sand is not as in the
Male.

hier

The Great Indian is found either in stairs er groups of birds.
Sonctimes droves cf £5 or 30 Iso been seen, Theugh the Grert
Indian 3usterd is a very cy end-wary bird, it can Ye foolod 2asily by
approaching in e vchicle or bullock-cart. Fowover it will not eliow e

mon to avproact within curshot if he -is on foct. #*th a susnicious bork
a (the usual alerm cell) , it edvcnces a steps before tating

wing. Once in the air, it flies thouc" "ow, wyth rhythuic
strokes of the huge vings, cnd as tle 'sim only efter ecvor-
ing a few milea. If gaven the ch o>, *ct ever, t.c Great Indian Tustard
prefers to squat and freeze behan « fly. It is also s
swift runner.

The G.I.3. is an ouniverous bird, adjusti:g very to te
food. On its monu arc shoots of ero, (tro orl is a favovr-
ite}, grain, irupes, »erries, locusts, grassho> ers, iectles, lizerds,

digestion.

Ornithologists and {lucky encugk .. wave seen the €.i.3.
in the breeding secson) heave long sung the of tue nupticl dis-

height, ncund, ete. It inflsies tho spceiai gisar see to almost ¢ro=
tesque SECH 9 sc that it wobbles between its logs =
while strutting end to the hans, Each cock '.cs 3-5 none.

ropidiy. The nest 15 e« Rie liow ienressicn in the grount, genercil
the bass cf o bush in cov.try. Generally one large of

1 w?

a

centipedes end snakes. Pebbles and a "ii ot: oe ore "re eso ta'cn to hclp

cock displays from soneplay ef po e. setween and Scrtembcz

The t 9 mecnwhile ercetec over tic sack and eyarfr
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Eventhough the population of this intriguing bird hes dropped from 1260.
in 1969 (estimated by Dr. Salim Ali) to c 750 in 1972 (R.S. Dharnekumar-
sinhji), the actual present day population is not known. But with the
dedication which is being shown by the concerned state governments, and
the unceasing pressures of birdlovers, ornithologists and.naturalists, .

nigriceps.
there is a glimmer of hope for the continucd xistence of érdeotis
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SARISKA : WILDLIFER'S FARA ase - Rahul Chettri

Inthe summer of 1979, o rather large group of mine gtudents set out to
make a two day visit to Sariska Wildlife Sanctuary on a nere Bs 50/-
a piece. I wes an enthusiastic wember of thot group.

After a gruelling fifteen hour journey we clighte' at the sanctuary
complex. The fiery hues of the setting sum sc% the low, forested hills

ing with the colours of dusk, emerging from its lair for the nocturnal
hunts cheetal, equally well camouflaged, daintily feeding in a cleoring
in the forest, but olert, always alert; a solitary niigoi buil cautious-
ly stepping upto « water hole while in the distance the jackals pay
their vocal tribute toa ghostly moon. The fascination of the forest
hed gripped everyone.

- a lithe tiger, its tawny coat blend-aflame. Imaginations ran rempant

The Sariska Wildlife Sanctuary is 8 comparatively small one but it hes

the closest railhead, and about midway on the 300 kn. Delhi-Jeipur
highwoy. In fact, a bus from Delhi would teke only five hours or less
to reach Sariska.

9

a rich cross-section of ildlife. It is located about 35 km. from Liwar 9

The landscape of Sariska is typicc! of a foresicd area in Rajasthan.
Snell stretches of grassland and shrub forest giving way to ary hardwood
forest. The area lies between two ronaes of low, thickly vegetated
hilla. Deeper in the sanctuary, there lies a stretch of veriant green

:
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jungle, untouched by the revages of man. llumerons freshveter ren.crisscross the range, and is even a strean floving throvghit.
The sa ncuuary er « diverse variety of OAL lg ranging from largepredators lize tiger end leoverd, to scavengers i e "yenn jeckcol,
some saaller cat species the caracel env cet, sloth bears,
monkeys (rnesus and langur), cores and a veriet of rectiles as vell.

20urs

end jierbivores such as senoher, cheetal, nilgcr « Id Doar. There are

The tourist couplex itseif 1s the entrance to the sanctuary and is ovateisolate< fron other Ml at Three oices of acconodetion are efferes
£/C€ a nd non-i/C roo.s im she muuern 'Tiger Caven! bunrelow - punter

The latter tyvo are adoa 7 for stalents and other low-budget visitors es
The charges ver bed (witl. cedding, including oian-et/rezai) cre oa y ™ 5/-

tyre in a dornitory, cowry Wiss Cottages! (spacious

per dey °

Sy the time we'd settlil ar it was dark, and te nale light ef bhe moon
provided « sterk iliuuination for the silent lendscace. et avite silent
though. Cicedes en. ae of ether imsects beet ovt an incesant rhythm
and the inournfcl howl of gackals rent the s ir. lide saa oremared to oed
down for the nigut, tic range "as Siientiy comin; clave, its denizens
oracing themselves for +.e struggle for eristence.

yriad

Jy @ stroke of good luck I got fro the rest of the grovn after
brea - 'ast the next day. Unfortunsicly, « .ejerity of then were intent on
having a good tine rether then actually Te vasn't
sorry to heave been accidentally left behind i reve isesvered that
vest wa to meve turougn sanctuery ile en icct is 1m grows oF ree
or less. Alone, I could ove quietly end Ui large cistane-ring
es wnile causing little disu.rvanee.

A road runs rigat tire e sanctuary and I <4 to it fer the preater
pert. (Gnce, however, i ara a tiger calling r- hills to right
wes covang (as the APMIS ang scum?

" 1t., call told rie) and the
fact tict the tracs scon secc .c over=run undercro-ti., srevont-
ed ue fre. -rogressing further. sci .b cover is her3ly tie slace
one vould clooese to ror "nth a te-er 9 however foscinetin c

end breke off frou the rsed te follow e trac ah there. The tiger

ture it cay bel

One tice I upvc 11 an tuirty feet of a lon nziger bull. It
was feeding, heac cown ve 1.1ob 0 rebier large hedge et tre siie of the
roed. iI saused Co ab te it - just and Src' wore visitle
eabeve the hedge - and fer 1% te serse cy -resence., Ture enorgh,it lifted xts grecefv. 3 te coserve the antrijder, It wes c o.oni fice
ent 9 steei a celovr wit. ¢ "use. lor, ciaeers mec' ant cevere
ful It ou ce, waite unafrar', es I ieve? Sas elong

g

lgace. t
beLoc

the read and left LD te ivs gracing

fmotier time J fainter -4 co briaige chorc e nmillel, aidte ary
wWatercource oy ea cleseor of MIS 0 he the inerclz se foo} * ertene of
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seeing a steg with a fine apread of antlers,

me.

her, groups" of milgei ex " herge seunders of wildboar were everywhere, % wes impossible to vel®

casuel seni te relex, But one incident nu me
and thereafter I elert vhroughout.
hed s ighted . seunder of wild. bear e litole ahead end to
read, in a grassy clearing.
off froz t
cross over
One by one, the eninals their heads +

Herds of cheetal end

Waen it wee barely eight or ten feet

charged off inte the. The othereoruptly
animals, in unison, suit.
I saw groups of rhesus mecaues, 8
end while the sun
backed jackals .

glow that matched my feelings.
would stalk out of their airs
fort. And then this plain
drane ~ Survival

Soon it
become the stage

ec!

They were busy reoting at the grasses
suddenly, a lorge

Witness thi & strange

ev langurs, one caracel,
vas setting as I returned homevards, & pair

x

But since I-was and nrobably. upwind, it Zid not detect
4

even five with
" on gGard immediately,It. harnened like 4is; 1

hatt of the

after I hed been senersted fren
rejoined thems. Thre sun Led sunk behind tle hills leavi

vould be deri and, the great beasts
waile their prey huddled togetMer

on Er

along the nulleh. 'It lke

out sighting a few of these amecies. 3 tame

away it sav

boar

Eight k five

for Nature's greatest

SID YOU Kew ?

1. Go sensitive ere the antennae of moscuitces
tect temmercature changes of four =tMouseniths

they are able to de-
of a degree Fahrenheit.
ocean layers, © it Light.

Be
an' then add ¢8 to this figure, you vill errive at the prevailing air
teamerature in degrees "ehrenheit.

4. An octopus la ys exgs around half the size of e of rice, but in
a % week stretch it is copavle of laying as nary as 3,25,0°°

5S. Even seconds after they emerge from their eggS, rattle snakes are
equipsed to deliver soisonous bites

6. fhe seaguil will die of thirst if deprived of
if molesten,

sea water.
7. The shark ig the only animsi in the world that zever sleeps, or resSLEatd

8. The dragon fly cen its om weight in 3?
9. An serdvarkk can dig faster in soft earth then severed nen (with shovels.

sme: seraamy

10. The land crabs on
11. The eyeballs of a

in all directions

'Cube can cutrun e horse.
protrude to such an extent that it can see

witout turning its head.
12. A new born kengeroo is only ene inch high
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NOTES FROM TH MBITGRS, 2... 6 0

The suecessfull conservation of a species to a great extent unen
the safeguarding of its hebitet. in creating a ae itat for ourselves,
we have destroyed the habitats ef innumerable ober creatures, Many
types of life on earth have been lost due to this very reason. Fumen
pressures on lend pusn these creatures out cf their favoured habitat
inte a newer one waich they may not Be able to edaxt to successfully.
Slowly a branch of greét tree of evclutic snans. The proverdial
strand of the Web Sreaiza. fnother i MIOr cruse which hastens extinct-
ion is the hunting of aninels for the pot, for
or for urzoses.

cleasure

Indien wildlife is ecin,a these threats now, The Great Indian
population has been vre*.ced to the ori." of ici
the loss of hasitat. scheme of cense cf this sird anc the re-
sulting sropeganda have vleced the other 3ustards found in India in its
-shadow. The existence of these birds - the Bengel Floricenm and the Likh

vation

hes also vecome crecaricus, It is heartening to know that concrete
Awork is being done to ensure their continue existence.

a quick eye for Birds. Ne wonder. he is kmewn as the Hewk &enong birdvatch=
ers. His enquiring mind and cheerful banter up sagging snirits on
nature trips. Weepigggoved by the sorry sight of a dead G.i.2. in the
Nehru Zoologica 1 Fark, he writes 657 sort of obituary for the great sird.

¥Taher is the youngest Mer of tieTt re has

The atmosphere of a carm conductec by the Wit-india is se charged with en-
thusiasm, wonder, ectivity and Donhomie, the} @ persen, on ome,
pecoies vic. uno sane. His enthesias on vrcetrraing is etrenely
contagious. Franesh attended 2 nature orientation cemp at Annicalai re-
cently. Anaiualai - the hill of elevhants - reisee visions cf dense
jungle, elephants, gaur, 74 mosaic of avifaun, o multitude of insects -
a plethora of rentiles - to say nothing of the leeches! Though his group
eucotntered sullen a et Beee his account -enturee is

% P truly fascinat-wea

inge

The greatest difference between ariichair naturalists and field naturelists
lies in the spirit of adventure. Cne cits in the reictive comfort of his
howe, mientaliy going -throvg» the experiences of a field naturelist. The
other, experiences. e is the adventurer, the bush-walker, the believer

the solitude of wilderness. Ze is tne living shadow of the men who said, *

"Give to ae the life I lowe,/ Let the leve go by me,/ Give the jelly
heaven above/ And the by-vay nigh me./ 3ed in the bush with to see/

the life for ever."' Suck a one is Rahul Chettri. e simoly cannot stay
put in « city for a suste ined period of time. is lust for t le wilder-
ness overcones him his holidays approach, anc auwey he goes - like
thet immortel ve gacond. For the armchair mn we rel ist he -rites a tale
of his visit to Saris:

Wed@in fresh air and e good walk, in the proxinity of in

Theretsfread I in the river There's the Life fer en lile re
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