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Dated t h e  7 t h  J u n e ,  1977.

Dear Dr . Swaminathan,
I  r e c e n t l y  r e a d  t h e  p r e s s  r e p o r t s  r e g a r d i n g  c o n t r o v e r s y  

o v e r  f i v e  y e a r l y  a s s e s s m e n t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  some o f  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  even c h a r a c t e r  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  h a s  been a t t e m p t e d .  A1 t h i s  made us very sa d  and d u r i n g  my r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  D e l h i ,  I 
had  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  d i s c u s s i n g  the  same wi th  t h e  s e n i o r  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  IARI and i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  by e n l a r g e  t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  
a g a i n s t  such  r e p o r t s .  I t  i s  o n l y  a  l i m i t e d  number o f  o ve r  a m b i t i o u s  a n d  s e l f i s h  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  t r y i n g  to do t h e  
mud s l i n g i n g .  I f  I  may say so 1 had a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  would some day h av e  t r o u b l e s  e i t h e r  on a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  ASRB* s d i c t a t o r i a l  p o l i c i e s  o r  t h e  i n e f f i c i e n t  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  Dig I n s t i t u t e s  
l i k e  IARI would s t a r t  t h e  t r o u b l e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  
t r o u b l e  t o o k  an u g l y  form and a f f e c t e d  one o f  t h e  most  s i n c e r e  and  c a p a b l e  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  w ho l e  s e t  up.  Sven i n  IARI m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  unhappy a b o u t  t h e  whole  i n c i d e n c e .  I now h o p e  t h a t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p e r s o n s  would  a l s o  
r e a l i s e  soon t h a t  by such a c t i o n s  t h e y  would n o t  be a b l e  t o  
g a i n  but  o n l y  harm t h e  whole community o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s c i e n t  i  s t s .

a

I am c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  no o t h e r  p e r s o n  h a s  done  so much f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  a s  you h av e  done and i f  t h i s  
i s  t h e  way you a r e  b e i n g  r e w a r d e d  God o n l y  can h e l p  u s .  I 
once  a g a i n  f e e l  s o r r y  t h a t  you were  p u t  t o  i n c o n v i  ence by some o f  u s  and s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  would t a k e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  m i s c r e a n t s .

With b e s t  r e g a r d s  t o  you ,  Mrs .Swamina than  and  o t h e r  
f a m i l y  members.

Dr. M. S . Swamina t h a n ," K o t t a r a m " Gandhi  Nagar ,  Knmbakonam 612001,  Tamil  Nadu


