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Thereafter we went to Pirotan Island in the Gulf of Kutch (as camp

participants in Mr.lavkumar's IlIrc Merine Camp.) Since Gulf of Kutch is
protected from the reach of Indian Ocean rollers and southwest monsoon winds

by the Saurashtra peninsula, an intricate network of tidal ereeks and mangrove

islands extend from Jamnagar to Okha and Pirotan is one such island. Mangrove

fer nesting and feeding forour various species of storks and ibises.
Flamingoes and pelicans when not nesting in the Great Rann of Kutch nearby also

come and we listed the following sightec at Pirotans

Large Epret 3Rosy Felican,Grey "eron,Reef "eron,The Flamingo,Marsh Harrier ,Booted

Eagle ,Painted Stork,Oystercatcher,Kentish Plover,Grey Plover,Little Sand Plover,
Large Sand Plover ,Dunstone, Curlew,Whimbre1,Common Swallow,Bartailed Godwit spotted

eo Sandpiper ,Redshank, Green Shank,Dunlin,Little Stint,Sanderlin,Blackwinged Stilt,
Herring Gull,Lesser Black Backed Gull,Black Headed Gull, Brown Headed Gull,
Indian Whickered Tern, Gull-billed Tern, Caspian Tern,Little Tern,5amll Blue

Kingfisher ,Sandlark(the "national" bird of Pirotant ) Desert Wheatear.

The Government of Gujarat declared this area of 110 sq. Km. between Okha

and Jamnagar as a Marine National Park in August,1980. Several representations
made by the Saurashtra Branch of World Wildlife Fund to the Govt. of Gujrat
resulted in this enlightenened step now taken by Gujrat Forest Department.*

a At Khijadia, infrastructure is nil. Pirotan Island is not inhabited except
for lighthouse staff and drinking water is not available.

Incidentally, the present Jam Sahib has a fantastic aviary within his palace
precincts where rarities are also kept and he does some breeding in Jamnagar.
Peacocks and peahens roam freely in palace grounds ete.
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LIST OF GULF OF KUTCH WAUERS & OTHERS ( IN SYNOPSIS ORDER) seen Jan.25/26/1981

Little Grebe/Debchick Podiceps ruficollis Common Crane Grus grus
earus Crane Grus antigone

White/Rosy Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus

Grey/Spotbilled Felican Pelecamus philippensis Purple Moorhen Porphyrio porphyrio

Indian Shag Phalacrocorax fuscicollis Coot Fulica atra

Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger Pheasant-tailed Hydrophasiams
Jacana chirugus

Oystercatcher Haematonus
ostralegus

Red-wattled Vanellus indicus
Lapwing

Gray Plover Plurialis squatarola

Derter/Snakebird Anhinga rufa

Grey Heron Ardea Cinerea

Purple Heron Ardea Purpurea

Large Sand Plover Charadrius
leschensultil

Little Ringed " " dubicus
Kentish tt alexandrinus
Lesser Sand * # mongolus

Pond Heron/Paddybird Ardeola grayii

Cattle Egret Bubuleus ibis

Lerge Egret Egretta alba

Whimbrel Nimenius phaeopusMedian/Intermediate Eeretta intermedia
Curlew n arquataEgret
Blaektailed Godwit Limosa Limosa

Reef heron(both phase) Egretta gularis Bar-tailed " lapponica

Redshank Tringa Totanus
Marsh Sandpiper " stagnatilis
Greenshank t nebularia
Green Sandpiper. " ochropus
Wood Sandpiper " clareola
Terch Sandpiper " terch
Common Sandpiper " hypolenchos

Little Eeret Egretta gartetta

The Bittern Botaurus stellaris

Painted Stork Ibis leucocephalus

Blacknecked Stork Xenorhychys asiaticus

White Ibis Threskiornis melanoce--
phala

Black Ibis Turnstone Arnaria interpres

Sanderling Calidris alba
Little Stint t mimtus
Dunlin alpinas
Gurlew Sandpiper. " ferruginea?

testaceus??
Ruff & Reeve Philomachus pugnax

Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

The Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus/
ruber

Lesser/Rosy Flamingo wt minor

Pintail Duck acuta
Common Teal ere ca
Mallard platyrhynchos
Wigeon -:penelope
shoveller elypeata

Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta

Black-winged Himantopus himantopusstilt
Lesser black- Larus fuscus
backed Gull

Brownhead # brunnicephalus
Blackhead # Wt ridibundus

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus

Pariah kite Milvus migrans
Indian Whiskered Tern

Chlidonia hybrida
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon

milotica
Caspian Tern Sterna?/Hydroprogue

Little tern Sterna albifrons

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus

Booted Hawk-eagle Hieraetus pennatus

White-backed Vulture Gyps Bengalensis caspia
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Osprey
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LIST CF GULD OF KUTCH 3 & OTFERS (Ii' SYNOPSIS ORLER) STEN Jan 25/26,1981

Red Turtle Dove Streptopelia tranquebaricaIndian Rig Dove decaoctaSpotted Dove sExeguinxaxs chinensisIattle Brown Dove senegalensis
Rose Ringec Parakeet Psittacula krameri

Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus
Lesser Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis

Conmon/Small Blue Ningfisher Alcedo atthis
White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis

Small Green bee-eater Merops orientalis
Roller/Bhue Jay
Hoopoe

Rk Sandlark
Gommon ewallow

Coracias benghalensis

Upupa Epops
Calancrella raytal
Hirundo rustica

Grey Shrike Lavius excubltor
Bay=-backeoa Shrike a vittatus
Rufousebacked Shrike Wt schach
Rrown Shrike cristatus
Black Drongo Nierurus adsimilis
Blackheaded/Brahminy Myna Sturnus pagodarus
Rosy Pastor roseus

Common yng Acridotheres tristis
Bank Myna Acridotheres gingiames

%

1

House Crow Corvus splendens &

Jungle Crow 81 macrornychos
j

Rec vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer
;

Ashy wren-warbler/Indian Frinia Prinia subflava a

7

1

Great Indian reed Warbler Acrocephalis stentoreus

Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis
Black Pedstart Phoenicurus ochruros

Collared Bush-Chat (Stonechat) Saxicola torquataPied Bush-chart " eaprata
Desert ChatAtheatear Oenanthe desertii
Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicata
White/Pied Wagtail Motacilla albaYellow wagtail flavatt

Purple Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica
House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Spotted Munia Lonehmra punculata
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Gulf of Kutch Waders and Others

by

Arun Bhatia

Over the Republic Day weekend, at the suggestion of Shri Lavkumar Khachar,

a group of § of us from Bombay went 6 kilometers east of Jamnagar, in marsh

area of Khijadia wetlands. A ten-foot tall bund in a reclamation scheme built

there by Digvijaysinhji, (father of present Jan Sahib) goes 60 kilometers all
the way to Jodia and this embankment between sea and shore keeps the tide from

coming in and saline water is kept out. On the shore side precious rainwater

collects.

So Khijadia wetlands become unique with salt water marsh on one side where

thousands of waders come wintering. They feed in salt water when high tide

comes, rummage in between the salt pans, and when the tide is out, sweet water

and further feeding sources are just on the side of the bund, Local and Palarctic

birds "migrate" daily to sweet water when the tide is out.

* Shri Lavkumar estimates that wintering flamingoes here number fortythousand.

Some in our group thougl we saw tenthousand flamingoes.(I thought we saw a

thousand. Estimates are so subjective })
With Sunil Zaveri our young birder checking with a local birder and subse=

quently with Shri Lavkumar, the list we have come up with for Khijadia : -

Flamingo ,Coot,Pintail DBck,Grey Heron,Pelican,Little Grebe ,Dabchick,Little

Cormorant,Spotbilled Pelican,Large Cormorant ,Bittern, little Egret,Cattle Egret,

Large Egret, Intermediate(?) Egret,Purple Heron,Reef Heron,White Ibis,Black Ibis,

Plover ,Whiteback Vulture,Osprey,Marsh Harrier ,Pariah Kite,Purple oorhen, Curlew,

Blacktail Godwit,Common Sandpiper ,Marsh Sandpiper ,Redshank,Green Shank,Little

Stilt,Avocet,Blackwinged Stilt,Lesser Blackbacked Gull,Ferring Gull, Shoveller,

Large Gull(? Red beak), Browneaded Gull,Blackheaded Gull,Incian Tern,

Gullbilled Tern,Caspian Tern,Little Tern,Blue Rock Pigeon,ring Dove: ,Painted

Stor k, Palm Swift,Small Blue Kingfisher,+esser Pied Kingfisher ,Small Green Bee

Eater ,Hoopoe , Common "yellow, Pippit ,Ye Llow Wagtail,White Wagtail,Yellow-headed

Wagtail,Brown Shrike,Rosy Pastor,House Crow,Jungle Crow,Red-watt led Lapwing,

Yellow-wattled Lapwing,Great Indian Warbler ,House sparrow ,Paya,Black Redstart,

Booted Eagle.

The marsh harrier was troubling a group of pintailed duck,shovellers and

Spoonbill,Lesser Flamingo,Blacknecked Stork,Mallard, Wigeon,Godwit,Common Teal 3

godwits and the letter panicked and disgorged fish and the harrier promptly

made a mesl of it. ee contd, -2=
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