
The pov
them to peek refuge in Vrindavan's charity Usha Rai looks at the

studies tha show why, despite welfare measures initiated by the Wes

Bengal Govrmment, widows from the state and other regions, too, are

and romance of
Krishna and his cong
Radha was enacted Rothd
the year there 1s an unerg

ing stream of tourisgs
Indian and foreign who

Wait for
Mummyyji
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flocking this temple town

uncooked rice and lentils
Most of them are from

Bengal though now one
sees a lot of widows from

Madhya Pradesh UP the
Northern Eastern states and
Orissa There are even
some tribal widows
There are no proper esti

mates of the number of
widows in Brajdham that
mcludes Vrindavan and the

adjoming areas of Radha
Kund Goverdhan Barsana

wish to savour the entHanm*r Nandgaon and Mathura
ment of the holy city and
seek the blessings of ithe
resident deities in the tem ¥ Vrindavan

ples Vrindavan is also
famous for 1ts lathmaar hol
celebrations where women

pick up sticks and hit men
It 1s also famous for 1ts pip
img hot kachori and exquir
site creamy milk served in
earthern pots
The other reason why

Vrindavan is known is for

#

its widows In fact it 1s

known as the City of
Widows It is not just their
numbers but their presence
and thew pathetic depend
ence on charity that makes
them such a dominant fea
ture of this city of spiritual
ity and charity Wearing
white saris many of them
bent with age and using a
stick for support they can
be seen shuffling around the

city especially around the

bhajan ashrams where they
chant prayers huge halls
and receive in charity Rs
250 to Rs 3 (af they come
twice in a day they may
receive Rs 6) and some

Se x @

But their numbers seem to
be on the increase The

Municipal
Corporation survey of 2006
put the number of Bengali
widows in Vrindavan at
3105 If the adjoining areas
are included it could be
double that number
The recent study titled

Spirituality Poverty
Charity Brings Widows to
Vrindavan done by the

ASOROS. eee

Vrindavan

Guild of Service with sup
port from UNIFEM how
ever does not look at num
bers It seeks to find out

why they continue to come
to Vrindavan particularly
from West Bengal despite
over a decade of concerted
work by the Central gov
ernment the UP govern
ment and NGOs In 2000
the West Bengal govern
ment also did a study and
tried to make interventions

Detailed study
For the Guilds study

detailed questionnaires
were administered to 255
widows in Vrindavan

Radha Kund Goverdhan
and Barsana The study also
looked at the situation in
West Bengal particularly in
Burdwan and Nadia from
where a large number of
widows come to under
stand the situation in their
homes and villages There
was also a visit to

Nawadweep the birthplace
of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
who is supposed to have
been a yeincarnation of
Lord Krishna ana started
the Vaishnavite movement
This explains the emotional
link between Bengal and
Vrindavan and the stream
of Vaishnavite widows
from Bengal
At Nawadweep too

known as Gupt Vrindavan
there 1s a bhajan ashram
similar to the ones in
Vrindavan It was started in
1919 by Hanuman Prasad
Poddar and Jai Dayal

Forty per cent
of those
interviewed had

come In the last
four years, 18

per cent had
been in the city
for five to nine

years Earlier,
older widows

may have come
to Vrindavan
but now even

younger ones
are coming

Goenka industrialists from
Kolkata But the bhajan
ashrams in Vrindavan are a

greater attraction than the
one in Nawadweep
The study found that the

picture was not as dismal as
it was 15 years ago There
are many more shelters run

by the UP government
where widows can stay
though they still have to
earn their money by
singing/ chanting or beg
ging They also cook their
own meals The Guild and
the All India Women s

Conference run homes for
124 and 24 widows respec
tively where everything 1s

¥@

provided Another home
Ma Dham to house 500
widows will be opened by
the Guild later this year fF

The UP government
well as the Bny Seva Trus
have been giving pension of
Rs 150 a month to the wid
ows The Bry Seva Trust

pension comes from a cor

pus of Rs 1 crore giv.n by

Kalyan Singh when he was
ChiefMinister of UP Some
460 widows get pensjon
from this fund Just ho

many receive the pensio
from UP government 1s no
known

Pension woes
According to the study

just a little over 25 per cent
of the widows are getting
pension Only those staying
in a home have somebody
who will run around to pro
cure pension forms and

push them through the UP
administration The money
goes directly into bank
accounts so all those getting
pension have bank accounts
and most of them operate
their accounts Several wid
ows with bank accounts
have died so their accounts
need to be opened and the

money used for the welfare
of the living struggling for
existence
So why the concern? The

study states it seems a

shame that despite our

emancipation and all our

trumpeting of gender equal
ity widows continue to
come to Vrindavan to beg
and eke out their last years
without dignity a proper
shelter and medical facili
ties While spirituality
treatment and poverty in
their homes 1n West Bengal
may have compelled many
of the older widows to
come to Vmnndavan today
many come because of the
charity available 1n the holy
city We cannot beg 1n our

villages but we have no
shame in seeking alms in
the holy city a widow stat
ed
The term used for the dis

tributions that take place in
Vrindavan batta batti
The religious tourists to the

city distribute blankets
shawls saris buckets and
even cash through the bha

jan ashrams Around fest1

val time the charity
increases A widow
revealed that one winter sh
received five blankets an
three shawls She did no
need so many so she sol
them to shops that buy bac

goods from the widow
Bengali women are used t

parboiled nce so the fine

wi. z

hough there s greater awareness about the sorry
state of Vrndavan wdows and much more

* fe ommendations here are a reiteration of the ea ler
< ar §West Bengal needs to give greater pub! city to the

pe sion available to the widdws and old people NGOs
an panchayats need to ntervene and help w dow. n

Be gal to access th s pension
mf adjan ashrams in Vr ndavan need to play a more pro

ig sphools rowd yw free «aca onW ay
for he ch Idren of young widows This would check the

alr
of dhe Vrindavan widows

seeking culture that s becom ng a dom nant feature

ore rehabitation homes in Vrndavan and West

Behgal wth food medical care and other facilites

he other interesting fea

highlighted by the

study 1s the growing num
bey of married women that

be seen at the bhajan
asprams In Barsana and
Gpverdhan there were

bre married women than
w dows at the Ashrams
Thdy are called sudwas as

against vidhwas and flaunt
fe sindoor in their hair
ahd ivory bangles on their
rists symbols of their
arried status
Iam poor my husband 1s

d sabled and I have left my
avo daughters with my
other in Bengal so that I
an eam and save for their

Marriage Hemlata retort
d Just because I have a
usband I should not be

Hemied the charity available
o the poor and underprivi
eged in this city Hemlata
works as a domestic help in
two homes before coming
to the bhajan ashrams for
chanting Once a year or
once in two years she goes
back home with the goodies
collected through the
ashrams

No check
At the West Bengal end

the study found that despite
widow s pension being
increased from Rs 500 to
Rs 750 a month from April
this year the government
has not been able to check
the widows and destitute
women leaving for
Vrindavan Most widows
have not heard of the fairly
generous pension scheme
m Bengal nor do they know
how to access it Every dis

finformaton on availablity of widows penson
ount df pension and how to access it n West Bengal

trict has a widow s pen
sion quota Some 500 to

700 widows may be enti
tled to the pension in a

district but it is not large
enough to accommodate
all who are widowed
The district magistrate

and officials were not even
aware of widows leaving
West Bengal for Vindavan
The study established a

steady stream of widows to

Vrindavan Most of them
come with their spiritual
gurus from Nawadweep
etc Forty per cent of those
interviewed had come in
the last four years 18 per
cent had been 1n the city for
five to 9 years Earlier
older widows may have
come to Vrindavan but now
even young widows are

coming because the city
provides opportunities for
survival and livelihood
The youngest widow inter

and hoardings n rural Bengal and at railway stations
and bus stops
@ Photo dentty cards should be ssued to all wdows n

3} hy for them recommendat ons made by earlier
rindavan and Brajdhamsi have not been mplemented Many of the
Below poverty Ine raton cards health esrd- and

pens on should be provided to all widows
= Government should d alogue w th trustees of bhajan
ashrams who have eno mous wealth and clout to run

sthoo s/ support educaton of wdows ct Idren and
vide hea th care

amar age
@ Special health care facilt es in Vrnda an and Brajdham
for and desttute women They should not be

from hosp tals and medical centres
Sk Iltra ning for young w dows n West Bengal to make

"them dependent
aa Reg stration of marriage should be made compulsory to

ppneck %
d marr ages in Bengal

viewed? 1s 25 years old

Maya atid bas been in the

reity fof a year and six
months at 14 toa
man likyears older she
became @ widow at 23 and
has to sgpport a son and
two daughters of 10 8 and
4 She wérks in two homes
and chars at the bhajan
ashram one of her chil

fren go t@school The son
works in tea shop and
the two stay at home
and neigibours keep an

eye on th &

» Forced toffeave her home
mm Murshid@bad by her in
Jaws she @dmits it was

poverty andifack of support
at home not religion
that compell@d her to come
to Vrindavang
Of the widows inter

viewed twoltwere below
12 when thg@r husbands
died and 31 cent (68)
between 12 24 years

Another nine per cent (21)
were between 25 and 29

years
Majali 35 years of

Gopalpur village Nadia dis
trict was just 28 years when
her husband died She has a
son and daughter of 10 and
8 years She lives in a rent
ed accommodation and
ears Rs 1200 a month

working 1n different homes
LikeMaya she chants at the

bhajan ashram and gets
additional rice dal and

money and the buita batt
that 1s good at the ashram
Like Maya she has no ration
card and gets no pension

Child marriages
A government official

interviewed in West Bengal
admitted that the State has
not been able to check child
marmages The chances of

Continued on page 3
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Okyou ve been told umpteen
tunes that cigarette smoking
1s to health After
ak tobacco affects the

lungs cause various types of cancer
brings on Hat ailments triggers
tuberculosisf@nd causes osteoporosis
to set in t if you are a woman
then it 1s time you paid heed to the

statutory warming on your cigarette
pack The being that more
women die cancer than breast
cancer And having said that the risk
of dying of lang cancer 1s 20 times

higher among women who smoke
than among women who dont say
some reports
Of course m§king matters worse 1s

the gender bia$ that tobacco has for
womens heags Says Dr Vivek
Gupta senior cprdiologist at Delhi s

Indraprastha § Apollo
Hospitals Smof§ers have higher LDL

fol levels and lower
HDL (good) le¥els In developing
heart disease smipking seems to have
a more powerfi] effect in women
than men Smoking 1s also closely
associated with §ewly born under

weight babies §
Ready to stub oufyour last cigarette?

Easier said than dofe cry many smok
ers Sadly women$mokers are worse
off here as well agthey often have a

tougher time quitting than do men
Scientists are beginging to understand

why According to 4study nicotine

US men draw more physical satisfac
tion from nicotine whereas most
women smoke for psychological suc
cour which 1s why it becomes tougher
for them to get off the addiction But
the rewards of quitting are lifelong
When you quit your blood pressure
decreases chances of a heart attack go
down and blood circulation begins to

improve within two to 12 weeks In

Men draw more physical
satisfaction from nicotine,
whereas most women

smoke for psychological
succour, which 1s why 1t

becomes tougher for them

to get off the addiction

fact in as little as six months to a year
your heart health can return to nor
mal explains Dr Gupta While it 1s

never too late to quit the earlier you
do the better- or so suggests a study
published by Health Services
Research It shows that former smok
ers can expect to live as long and as

healthy as non smokers if they man

age to stay off smoking for at least 15

for good
For women the menstrual cy@e

plays a role in withdrawal symptorgs

some tips to pack away the hapit of Consulting and Clinical Psychol
ogy women who quit smoking during parts who had put
the second half of their menstrual

cycle tend to experience more anx1

those who quit during the first half
Advises Dr Shikha Sharma a New

Delhi based obesity consultant Eat
sunflower seeds or walk 1t off on the
treadmill to take your mind off ciga
rettes You might actually lose a few
pounds too the process Don t diet
while you are quitting The double
dose of deprivation 1s a one way tick
et to failure Instead focus on eating
three healthy meals a day and snack
ing healthy Drink lots of water It
will help flush the nicotine and other
chemicals out of your body and help
reduce cravings she says
A study published 1n the Archives of

Internal Medicine suggests that reg
ular workouts can make an important
contribution BrownUniversity (US)
researchers took 81 health but
sedentary female smokers and divid
ed them at random jnto two groups
Half the women recegved three super
vised exercise sessi@ns and the other
half received three fealth education
lectures each week jAt the end of 12

had a significantly gher percentage
of successful than the other

group The score wag, 19 pegcent ver
sus 10 per cent
Women in the exe{tising Toup had

gained an average o 6 6 ponds only
an theyt counter

The asanas ( jogic postures)

cells and increase circulation there
by energising the entire body Smok
ing does the opposite Plus the dis
cipline one gets from practising yoga
and meditation helps smokers find the

strength to kick the nicotine habit
says New Delhi based yoga teacher
Abhinav Sagar
Studies show that women do bene

fit if they have a shoulder to lean on
Women seem to rely more heavily
on informal social ties for all things
than men explains Dr Avdesh Shar
ma a consultant psychiatrist at Pan
vartan Centre forMental Health New
Delhi And support 1sn t limited to a

spouse partner or friend Some suc
cessful quitters take comfort in chat
rooms for ex smokers Some turn to
hypnotic therapy with success In
fact the American Cancer Society
promotes hypnosis as one of many
techniques for quitting

I have realised that I am unable to
quit smoking as almost everyone at
my workplace smokes In fact when
ever try 1tsin vain rues Amrita
Kishore (27) A study supported by
the California Wellness Foundation
and published in the American Jour
nal of Public Health has found that
smokers who work in communities
with strong smoking ordinances are
38 per cent more likely to quit than

no such restrictions So encourage a

weeks the group had exercised

an average of those who work 1n communities with
11 9 pounds

& tobacco researchgpublished 1n the

A S tradition can be captured at
at at fairs and festivals which are

Patrical andlively The celebra
tion of Kajli Teey inBundi the queen of Hadot
Rajasthan 1s differer from themany other Tee fes
tivals celebrated elsehere in the state and outside
Here it 1s a more thn a week long celebration of
gaiety andfunfair Géddess Uma 1s worshipped by
the seekers of conjuga bhss and love
The Tee) festival 1s celebrated throughout the rainy

season in Rajasthan with each region having its own

style of celebrations Such events are manifested by
wearing colorful traditional costumes new set of ban
gles decorations with the decorative mehendi and the

hike It1s dedicated to the eternal love ofLord Shiva and
goddess Parvati and 1t echoes of the ttme when women

pray for a happy and longmarried life As the raindrops
fall on the parched land and the nostalgic aroma of the
wet soil rises ito the air swings are hung from trees

and decoratedwith flowers Young girls dress up col

years before they turn 50 So here are

attraction for foreign tounsts The festival 1s particular
ly vibrantwith the traditional procession of the goddess

a decorated palanquinwhich passes through themain

bazaars and streets A sight of the idol Teej on two days
1s considered auspicious and people from all walks of
life attend the fiesta The procession has decorated ele

phants camels horses bands performing artistes and

folk performers The Teej statue 1s covered with a

canopy whereas the Gangaur idol 1s open
Exhibition of handicraft 1tems like the traditional

kataar paintings and bangles and fancy eatables

attractmany Artisans from far flung places participate
big numbers selling their products The first two

days are dedicated to the folkmstrumentAlgoza recital

competition and 1t renders 4melodious take off to the

far Though the main function lasts two days the

deliberations continue beyond anmashtm1 (the birth

day of Lord Knshna) The me/a venue--the Kumb
ha Stadtum--comes alive every evening bustling with
fun and frolic The other popular festivals in Rajasthan
are the Dobra Nath fair Teyaji ka mela Ghaas Bheru
ki sawari (Barodia) Kartik Poormmamela Dahelw

According to a report in the Jourgal ety depression and imitability than

Kajli Teej is celebrated with gaiety
in Rajasthan

enhance lung capacjty oxygenate the

Ban on forced
recoveries

PUSHPA GIRIMAJ!

ANKS and other financial

for the consequen This 1s the

unambiguous mesage that comes
er Court itsfrom the apex con

order condemning brcible recov
ery of financed gods including
vehicles
In a 51 page orde hat looks at

the issue in detail t apex court
has made it clear th financial
institutions that re Psess goods
by force and withou otice have to

non smoking work environment
-WFS

that the van was forcibly taken
away
Despite the couple s visits to the

company requesting it to accept Rs
60 000 and release the car the
finance company sold the vehicle
for Rs 70 000 and informed Ms
Vyayalaxmi that she had to pay the
remaining amount of Rs 51 000
due from her
The couple then filed a complaint

before the court at the district level
seeking return of the car or its cur
rent market value estimated at Rs
15 lakh and Rs 1 lakh towards
compensation for mental harass
ment and agony

flout the

orful attures and sing to celebrate the rainy season Teey al ji ka mela and Bhia ka hadooda But Tee) has its
pay reasonable dames to con The district forum awarded Rs

essentially a ladies festival 1s dedicated toGaun com own charm and flavour qawwali evenings kavi sammelans and devotional songs

memorating her union with Shiva. Tee] 1s thus a An exuberant procession culmates at the heart of and musical nights by well known artistes form part of the case In , and Rs 5 000
the celebrations The curious toumists also get a feel of the this case it towards com

jnancl

sumer Rs
Disputes

c
the finance

cent calculat Or urwful means to
only dis

cent said they did not believe in t

off in Vrindavan than in their
own villages
Asked if Vrindavan was bet

ter 68 per cent said 1t was a

religious place and they found
it peaceful 28 per cent said

they were independent and
free in the holy city 14 per
cent said there were more

opportunities/facilities for
widows and seven per cent
said there was

ofmoneymore easily than in the

villages of West Bengal- 1s

undoubtedly amajor attraction
in the course of the interviews
41 per cent said they came to the

city because 1t was a place of
God there were a large number
of ashrams and many of them
had gurus there or family to

support them initially Twenty
per cent said they were alone in
the village and had no one to

woman said she had come to

Vrindavan to escape poverty as

well as sexual abuse
In fact most of them have

nothing to go back to Eighty
two per cent said their husbands
had left no savings and 65 per
cent said they did not even have

property Only 50 per cent of
those who had property which
in most cases was a hut were
able to access 1t Themajority of

sd.

A majority of the widows whatever their caste or class find Vrindavan peaceful

was either giver away grabbed
or sold Most of them came to

Vrindavan as paupers In fact
30 per cent travelled to Vrinda
van without a ticket
Ninety per cent of the widows

(229) said they did not wish to

go back to their villages in Ben

gal Fifteen per cent they did not
want to be a burden on their
famules 1n the village Four cent
said they go home once in a

while but prefer to live in Vrin
davan Asked 1f widows would
continue to come to Vrindavan
if there were proper facilities in
their villages in Bengal 41 per
cent (105) said No However
33 per cent (88) said they came
because 1t was a religious place
and because such facilities
could not be provided in West

Bengal It 1s just not possible to
create another Vrindavan
West Bengal was the categor
ical statement of one widow
The governments effort to

check child marriages 1s lumping

along Awhopping 39 per cent of
thewidows interviewed hadmar
ried below 12 years and 47 per
cent between the ages of 12 and
17 Thirty per cent of them had
become widows by the age of24
Yet widow remarriage was

opposed by 90 per cent of the
widows Formany of them even

% a @

those with children could not

even think of it as an option

No caste or class
One of themost heartening fea

tures of Vrindavan 1s the disap-
pearance of caste and class

Though the widows were of all
castes Brahmins Kshatriya
Vaishya, Sudra and even tribals

widowhood and poverty had

brought them to a level playing
field At the homes they eat togeth
er at the bhayan ashrams they sit

together and sing and there 1s a lot
ofbonhomue and sharing ofexpe
riences and sorrow
The situation of widows in

Radhakund Goverdhan and
Barsana 1s worse than that of
those in Vrindavan They have
no pension no ration card and
even if they have one get only
kerosene and no health care
Most of them have become

beggars The donations the

NGO efforts as well as the

bhajan ashrams are concen
trated in Vrindavan In Radha
Kund there were widows trom
Bangladesh who had fled dur

ing riots partition of the coun
try and even at the time of
Bangladesh s independence
Ten per cent of the widows
interviewed (24) were from
Bangladesh

h

sumer s car In addition 1,

awarded Rs 5 000 as consation
and Rs 10 000 as costs
The order has its origin e

complaint filed by Ms S \alax
mi aresident of Delhi ag
Citicorp Maruti Finance L
According to her she bou;
Maruti Omni after taking a of
Rs 1 82 396
As repayment she was tog

sum of Rs 2 71 636 60 e

monthly instalments of Rs «

each From May 2000 to Jy
2003 she paid the instalmer
without fail but in January
her husband met with an acc
and she was unable to pay sc

instalments Following this

requested the officials of the
for a one time settlement and
bank agreed to settle for Rs 6

However on May 29 two p
sons went to her house forcib
took possession of the car and
asked Vyayalaxm and her hus
to accompany them to the final Jn the end it upheld the order of the

and when they reached R K Pui Punitive damages on the ground
that 1t was not necessary Howeverthey asked Vyyayalaxmi to get

down and said they would take it made it clear that the finance

through criminal force on the
street It also imposed punitive
damages of Rs 50 000
In its revision petition filed

before the National Consumer Dis
putes Redressal Commussion the
finance company argued that the
financier had legal tights to repos
sess the hypothecated goods with
out the intervention of the court It
was by virtue of the agreement
signed between the parties
Dismissing these arguments the

court said the agreement may give
the financier the right to re possess
goods but it did not give him the
right to use force or unlawful
means to possess it Such unlawful
and unethical procedure would be
against public policy and public
interest, the court said and added
that lawlessness could not be
encouraged on the alleged ground
that recovery ofmoney through lit
gation was a slow process or in
some cases ineffective

t
commission imposing

van along with her husband and ompany would not be entitled to
would send him back after he €cover any amount from the com
deposited the money It s not cle Jainant on the ground that some
(from the reading of the order) mount remained unpaid on their
what happened after that except of accounts
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Delhi Durbar
Face of the party
While theBJPhas declared its ChiefMin
isterral candidate inHimachal Pradesh the

Congress 1s unlikely to change its official
stance ofnot projecting a leaderbefore the

polls TheBJP finally deemed it proper to
end speculation and ambiguity
Though there 1s no obvious alternative

to Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh for
the Congress those having differences
with him are likely to decide thejr
course of action only after the poll
results Not the one to surrender Virb-
hadra Singh has deftly handled earlier
challenges to his supremacy within the
party He was apparently not happy over
remarks by some senior leaders about
not projecting a ChiefMinisterial crn
didate Those close to him felt that not
projecting achief ministerial candidate
was the norm in the party but frequent
ly reiterating the position can impact
morale of party workers

Bush's 'advice'
As CPI(M) 1s under unprecedented
attack from all quarters on the Nandi
gram issue ajoke1s doing the rounds
m political circles these days equati 1g
the party action there with those of its
ideological enemy number one US
President George Bush in Iraq The
essence of the joke 1s that beleaguered
West Bengal CM Budhadev Bhattach
jee had received a setret up from Bush
as to how to tackle*the Nandigram
problem by asking him to go all out with
the propaganda on non existent na

similar in Iraq with the worldwide carr
paign about Saddam Hussain WM

Denying advantage
Miffed over the BJP s attempts to seekja
moral high ground on the Taslima N R EKHA from a village of

Yavatmalreen issue the Congerss launched acou
er attack that sought to deny the saft
party any credit for its supposedly lb
al stand The Congress said that 1t was
UPA led government which had extend
ed her a visa and the BJP government m
Rayasthan had not kept her in the state after
she left Kolkata following threats While
party spokesman Abhishek Singhvi ds
mussed as hypocncy Gujarat CM Naren
dra Modi s offer to host her in the state
Pa. hamentary Affa rs Minister PR Das-
munst said that the party had 10 objec tions
ifModi wanted to atone for his sins

Defence brains
With defence research facing troubl
due to defence scientists opting fcr th
private sector rather than the publi se
tor the Government has been forced tq!
commission a study and suggest crtat
incentives to retain tatent While v mow
monetory and non monetory benefi
are being proposed for the scient sts
addition to the recommendation for a bet
ter pay package to the sixth Central Pa
Commission it was also considere
appropniate to have an in depth stud
commissioned through an independen
agency The study was assigned to th
Administrative Staff College of Indi
(ASCI) Hyderabad which has now sub
mitted its report and the same 1s uv 1der th
active consideration of the Government.

Contributed by Prashant Sood SS.
Negi and Guirja Shankar Kaura

Religion and politics don't
by Kuldip Nayar

NE 1s horrified over
the Punjab govern
ment s decision to
provide members of
the Shiroman Gurd

wara Prabandhak Committee
(SGPC) areligious body with
gunmen and red beacon lights on
their vehicles These symbols of
authority are said to be a reward
to the SGPC members for their
loyalty to chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal The loyalty
demand never gets satiated and
they would demand more and
more as the days go by
What 1s worrying 1s the extent to

which the Akal Dal led government
can go even when the treasury 1s

empty Even otherwise this kind of
burden on the public exchequer 1s

neither permissible nor justified
Similar concessions must be in the
pipeline for Hindu organisations in
the state because the BJP 1s the
coalition partner in the government
The manner 1n which the BJP

stalled the withdrawal of subsidy to
electricity in cities has indicated the
clout it has If gurdwara functionar
1es can get gunmen and beacon
lights on their vehicles why not the
Hindu mahants and the few maulvis
since a Substantial number ofMus
lims have come to live in the state?
I shudder to imagine the repercus

sions if chief ministers of other

states were to follow the Punjab
example Congress chief minister
N D Tewani reportedly lost at the
polls in Uttrakhand the state seced
ed from UP because he would give
beacon light vehiclse to every loud
opponent The voters took their
revenge at the time of election since
they had suffered the nuisance of
beacon light vehicles Badal does
not face that probability yet Buta
few such mistakes can cost him dear
The worst trait of the Akalis is that

they mix religion with politics
After reducing the state to less than
half of 1ts original size by unthink
ingly pursuing the demand for Pun
yabi Suba to get a Sikh majority the
Akalis should have been chastened
and shed their obsession with reli
gion They should have concentrat
ed on more important things like the
development of Punjab which is
languishing because of neglect
Forward looking Punjabis have lit

tle scope in the small area to which
the state has been reduced Can
Punjab Haryana and Himachal
Pradesh think of a sub federation
retaining their identity and legisla
ture but having common subjects
like water road and planning? Both
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh are
so close to the Punjabi language and
Punjabi culture
Coming to the state Punjab once

enjoyed the highest standard of liv
ing in the country Today it 1s way
down Not finding enough openings
m their own state the people are

going abroad whatever the cost
Depressed as they are they have
taken to drugs The youth wonder
how it should fashion the future
something which the state govern
ment should be worried about
The SGPC members can take care

of themselves since the gurdwaras
in Punjab earn millions Punyab in
Pakistan despite the pressure of
fundamentalists has not mixed
religion with politics Religious
parties on their own did not get
more than four to five seats in the
National Assembly although Gen
eral Zia ul Haq did everything to
help them It was General Pervez

Bigotry Is raising
Its ugly head

Musharraf who rigged the elections
in such a way that he reduced the
space for liberal members and
brought in religious parties which
were once his main support
In fact mixing religion with poli

tics has been the bane of India The
country has suffered because of this
malady Still some political parties
like the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra
and the Akah Dal have not changed
their course because they have
found that by plugging the religious
line they have gained at the polls
What they have not realised 1s

the harm they have done to the
polity Every religion has noble

by Usha Ral

years when she got married She was
an extremely bright student and
excellent in athletics before marriage
However life changed dramatically
after the wedding nuptials and the
tying of the mangalsutra
Marnage was no joy By the age of

19 she had two children and lived in
a joint family Pressured with house
told work the sesponsibility of two
children and subjected to domestic
violence she has become anaemic
and malnourished Both her children
are low birth weight babies
But Rekhas story is not unique

There are thousands of young girls
like her in Maharashtra where 49 per
cent of rural and 29 per cent of urban
girls are married by the age of 18 A
study by the Institute of Health
Management (IHM) Pachod
showed that over 58 per cent of the
girls had their first conception when
they were adolescents just 15 to 19
years Instead of going to school or
junior college and prepanmy for life
these adolescents had been trapped
in the cycle of procreation and
responsibility
They suffered further trauma when

their babies died within days and
months of their b rth Neonatal mor
tality was 54 per cent when the moth
er was an adolescent and infant mor
tality was 76 per cent The study also
revealed that 26 per cent of the babies
were of low birth weight
When the alarm bells about the

Maharashtra's young mothers *

neonatal and infant deaths began
ringing with support from
MacArthur Foundation an interven
tion was made by the IHM between

of 2003 and 2006 in 50 villages and 29
slums across the 10 high risk dis
tncts of the State The objective of
the pilot project was to improve the
sexual and reproductive health of the
married adolescent girls and develop
a model for married adolescents of
rural Maharashtra
IHM s strategy was to win the

confidence of the couple and devel

Neonatal mortality was

54 per cent and infant

mortality 76 per cent,
when the mother was

an adolescent

op in them a positive approach to
reproductive health Some 2000
pregnant married adolescents were
covered in the programme A sur
veillance in which the community
was involved led to early detection
of pregnant girls The couple was
encouraged to avail of health care
services and nutr t on programmes
Peer educators like Sunita and
Pramod went from village to vil
lage home after home offering
advice as well as support
When Rattan maust 56 a member

of the village health committee
learnt that a young couple had
approached a doctor for sex selection

"she went to the doctor and threatened
to report him She told the young
father to be that she would keep his
wife with her unless he signed on
official stamp paper that he would.not
try to terminate the seven months
pregnancy of his wife She even vol
unteered to adopt the little girl Now
the parents have happily accepted
their baby girl
Probably the most heartening story

1s of Anjana who was pressured into
marrage when just 16 In 2003 she
joined the IHM programme for
married adolescent girls and learnt of
the dangers of early conception She
convinced her in laws and husband
that her first pregnancy should be
delayed She persuaded her husband
to use the condom till she could start
on the oral pill For two years she was
on the pill and had a healthy child in
2006 when she was 19
The UHM programme was also

able to treat those suffering from
reproductive tract infections (RTIs)
In fhe study area in rural
Maharashtra in 2003 over 36 per cent
of the women had RTIs By 2006 this
dropped to 27 per cent
Take the case of Rupali 17 and mar

ned for eight months She had a white
discharge for several months but never
got it treated On a routine visit a

community health worker learnt of her
problem and after taking her husband
into confidence she referred her to a

hospital for treatment Rupal: has been
cured and for the first time after her
marniage feels well
At the end of three years of inter

vention the percentage of institution
al deliveries went up from 61 to 64
per cent in the rural areas and 81 to

teachings and lofty moral goals
Yet in each religion these high
standards are often far removed
from what that religion seems to
be in its actual thought and prac
tices of most of its followers
Take the case of Taslima Nasreen

She is a courageous writer from
Bangladesh Her fault 1s not that she
1s less Muslim but that she wants
Muslims to remember the teachings
of {Islam of equality tolerance and
submissiveness Still she was hound
ed from her country because she
said those who raped women of the
minority community vilified Islam
It 1s sad to see that the Muslims of

fundamental leanings 1n India are
following their counterparts in
Bangladesh They too cannot toler
ate dissent although they swear by
the freedom of expression What it
means to them 1s their own freedom
to say or write 1n their bigoted way
The question that Taslima s case

has raised in India 1s whether its
democratic secular society has a
place for a political refugee or
whether the fanatic forces would
dictate their terms Even a person
like former chief minister Farooq
Abdullah has said that Taslima must
apologise What for? Her fault 1s

that she dared the mullahs and
maulvis in Bangladesh
It pains me when West Bengal

chief minister Buddhadeb Bhat
tacharyee refuses to answer the
question whether Taslima can return
to Kolkata where she has been liv

85 per cent in urban areas there was
greater involvement of ANMs in
post natal care and a sigmificant
reduction in post natal complications
hke excessive bleeding high fever
and pain in the lower abdomen the
prevalence of low birth weight babies
dropped from 35 per cent to 25 per
cent in rural areas in three years and
from 27 per cent to 18 per cent in
urban areas
Dr Ashok Dayalchand the director

of IHM says the key outcomes of the
pilot model are a 30 per cent reduc
tion in birth of low weight babies
three fold increase 1n the use of con
traceptives delay in the median age
of conception by a year reduction in

mix
ing True a visa 1s issued by the
centre But when it does so it has
the authority on behalf of all the
states Our country s federal struc
ture does not give a state any nght
to stall the working of subjects
which the constitution has given to
the centre Visa issuance 1s one of
them West Bengal cannot say that
Taslima must not stay 1n the state
There 1s something fishy about the

faceless Muslim organisation which
raised the question of her visa along
with the protest against the Marxist
mayhem in Nandigram Maybe she
has come 1n handy to divert the
attention from Nandigram The
CPM could not have imagined any
thing better
While the country 1s debating the

case of Taslima 1t should also dis
cuss M F Hussain India s topmost
painter whom Hindu zealots are not
allowing to return How he paints 1s

his prerogative as 1s that of Tashima
about what she writes This 1s the
freedo n of expression which our
Constitution guarantees
Yet the way in which Hussain

has been treated indicates that the
pro Hindu elements are there fo
destroy the Constitutional nght
The propaganda by the parties
which have made religson as their
tool 1s contammnating The nation
There 1s only a thin divgding line
between right and wgong moral
and immoral That lig is getting
erased rapidly Bigot 1s raising its
ugly head It 1s a pity

alites presence in the village and dl

getting them attacked by his cad
Bush 1s said to have gone somethi a

District
Maharashtra Was just 15
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post natal complications significant
reduction in RTIs
The most significant gain 1s the

reduction in the number of low
weight babres because it means an
improvement in maternal nutntion
which in turn leads to reduction in
maternal morbidity and mortality and
reduction in neonatal mortality
Based on the success of the model

pilot intervention the Maharashtra
government 1s already replicating it
in 10 high nsk districts Dr Prakash
Doke Director Health Services says
the challenge 1s to make the pilot
intervention a part of the government
health system and integrate 1t into the
RCH programme

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES
ve

underment oned work

Chef Eng neer R&D Probyn Road D h-54 on
nda nvites app catons from e gbe en sted contt ctors
en sted/unen sted cont actors worknj with other Govt Departments
meet ng e gb b ty cntena for se ect on of contractors fdr ssue of tender of

of Pres dent of
of MES and

Name of work € onstructon @ Key personne
Accn at Chand garh

Est mated cost of work 3s 7500 acs 4

Comp et on per od 08 (E ght) months

Amount of Earneot Money
for contractors noten sted
wth MES

Rs 140625/ nthe shape
of Ca Deposit Rece pt from any
Schedu ed Bank BGB not accep
tabe

Cost of tender Rs 1000/ n the shape of DD/
Bankers Cheque from any
Nat ona sed Bank nn favour of
GE () R&D Chand garh

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed tem rate tenders are nvted from the
contractors/f rms for the follow ng work by 3 00 pm on
25122007 on the prescrbed form whch can be
obta ned from the offce of unders gned on the cash
pay nent of Rs 400/ The tender shal be opened on the
same day at3 15pm nthe presence of the tenderers
or ther representat ves who may ke to be present

HEADQUARTERS SOUTHERN COMMAND,
Last date of rece pt of

(b) For other Contractors

app cat ons 11 Dec 2007
Elg blity Crtera
(a) For MES En sted Cass B Category a
Contractors

() Meetng en stment critena of
MES wth regard to havng
satsfactor y gompeted requ s te
vaue works Annua turnover
working Cap tal F xed Assets etc
() No Recovery outstandng n
Govt Deptt

Date of ssue of tender On or after 12 Dec 2007
Date of rece pt of Tender 12 Jan 2008
Notes
1 App caton not accompar ed by requste vaue DD/Bankers

cheque towards cost of Tender sha not be cons dered for
ssue of tender

2 Contractors not en sted wth MES w be requred to encose
necessary documents to prove ther e gb ty as gven above
ne ud ng Aff dav t for no recovery outstand ng
n case of reyect on of app caton for ssue of tender the app cant
sha be refunded the co t of tender However contractor may
appea to next h gher Engineer Authority ie ADG (OF & DRDO)
Secunderabad for reyecton of h hs app caton for ssue of tender
whose dec sonsha befna andbndngand contractor sha notbe
ent ted to any compensat on whatsoever for non ssue of tender

4 The above detas aré aso ava abe on MES webste
www mes govin and nc an Trade Journa Fu notce of Tender
AFW 2162 and En stment Crtera s ava abe na Offces of
MES and aso on MES webs te

Sd/ (SP S ngh) Asstt Dir (Contracts)
For ch ef Eng neer

PUNE 411 001

OPEN TENDER NOTICE
1 Headquarters Southern Command s nterested n

purchase of Chpper Weed Cutter durng the fnanca
year 2007 08 out of Army Cdrs Spec al Fnanca
Powers

2 Deta s of Items Qual tat ve requrement spec fcat ons
and terms/ cond t ons are ava lable n the Tender forms

3 The nterested f rms/dea ers can obtan tender forms by
depostng Rs 100/ (non refundab e) by way of
demand draft from Natonalsed Bank n favour of
Pr CDA Southern Command payable at Pune from
Secretary Tender Purchase Comm ttee (Ordnance
Branch) HQ Southern Command Pune 411 001
between 0930 hrs to 1330 hrs on any work ng day at
the earl est but wthn 14 days from the date of
publ cat on

4 In case the tender documents s requ red by Reg stered
Post frms/dealers must forward a se f address
envelope s ze of 12x6 nches duly aff xed wth Rs 60/
(Rupees § xty only) Postal Stamps

Chairman
Tender Purchase Committee
HQ Southern Command
Pune-411 001

davp/10607/1 1/0024/0708 =

Name of Work Earnest Time
No Money Limit
1 Hrng of Three No tractor Rs 30 000/ 12

No dnver 4 number abourers
desel etc for eac) tractor
trol ey) for co lection and rem
oval of refuse and garbage
from U T v ages to the ap
proved dump ng ste n Cha
nd garh

2 Trolley s ze 7 x14
CONDITIONS
1 Tender shall be acuompan ed by earnest money n

the shape of Bank Draft n favour of the Execut ve
Offcer Panchayat Samt UT Chand garh (by
des gnaton ony) drawn on any schedu ed Bank
at Chand garh

2 The condtonal tender or tenders w thout
earnest money w be rejected w thout ass gn ng
any reasons

3 Terms and condtons can be seen/obtaned durng
the off ce hours n ths offce on any work ng day

4 No tender form wll be ssued after 200 pm on the
due date

5 If the date of openng the tenders s decared
holday the tenders w | be opened on the next
work ng day at3 15pm

6 The competent author ty reserves the r ght to reject
any or a tenders w thout ass gn ng any reasons

Sd/ Executive Off cer
Panchayat Samiti U T Chandigarh
Old Architect Building Sector 19 B Chandigarh

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

NIT No 11
The Sr Executve Engneer Reservor Management and Sp way
Repar Dvson BBMB Nanga Townshp Dstt Roopnagar 140124
(Pb) nvtes seaed tem rate tenders on through rate on agreement
bas s from the reg stered contractors for the fo owng works The
tenders sha be receved up to 300 pm on aed 13 12 2007 and
opened at 330 pm on the same day 1 the presence of the
nterested Tenderers or ther author sec ep -sentatives f they desre

NOTES
1

(IRRIGATION WING)
NANGAL TOWNSHIP

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

terta ned/opened on the
reso tveytrolleys (nclud ng cost of One Months so n case of ho day(s) tenders w te

next work ng day at the same t me
No Name of work Estimated Earnest

Cost Money
1 Co structon of Guest House Rs Rs

67 00 134000/Bu dng Pump House Back
sde Boundary Wa Man Gate Lacs
and V ew po nt of Hydro Power
Tranng nsttute (HPT )at
Nanga Townsh p
Comp et on period 8 Months
Cost of tender documents Rs 1000 00

The reputed and fnanca y sound contractors du y reg stered
wth the State/Centra PWD MES and other such pub c sector
enterprses who have the exper ence and capac ty of hand ng
the work of such magn tude need only to give tenders
Tender documents can be down oaded from BBMB webs te
www bbmb gov n The tender documents can a so obta ned up to
130 pm by the date of open ng of tenders from the Sr Execut ve
Engneer RM & SR Dvson BBMB Nanga Townsh p at the
cost of Rs 1000 00 (non refundab e) aga nst wr tten request
aong wth requste e gb ty crtera documents Tender sha be
subm tted n sea ed cover as per procedure ad down nC ause
L of nv tat on to tenderers
Earnest Money of the requ site amount n the shape of Bank Draft
drawn on schedu ed bank payabe at Nanga Townshp or Naya
Nanga n favour of Accounts Offcer BBMB Nanga (Pb) be
attached Tenders w thout Earnest Money w not be enterta ned
Condtona tenders or tenders rece ved ate or tender received
ate or tenders received te egraph ca y or ncomp ete tenders are
ab e to be reyected out r ght y by the tender open ng Comm ttee
BBMB reserves the r ght to accept or reject any or a of the
rece ved w thout ass gn ng any reason

Sd/ Sr Executive Eng neer
Reservo r Management and Sp Ilway Repair Division

BBMB Nangal Township

2

3
3

4

5

Phone 01887 223092 davp 34115/11/30/0708
vavp



Matas ed leeee a ene Ka

Back to school - from abusive marriages
by Usha Rai

HE MV Foundation's work in
pulling children out of the work
force and into schools in

Andhra Pradesh is impressive. Since
1991, it has withdrawn 400,000 chil-
dren from the work force and main-
streamed them into schools. With the
help of the gram panchayats and the
local community 1500 villages have
been freed of child labourers.
However, what is not that well

known is the number of little girls that
they have saved from being pushed
into marriage. They have also helped
young girls of 12 to 15 years, who ran
away from abusive husbands and in-
laws to rebuild their lives by getting
back into school.
At the Alur Bridge Camp, Ran-

gareddy District, where girls and boys
who have been rescued from child
labour are put through a bridge course
to upgrade their reading and writing
skills before being mainstreamed into
regular school, we met a few of these
young married girls. Most of these
girls are below the legal age of mar-
riage .but have been pushed into it
because of the convenience of par-
ents. They feel their responsibility is
over once the daughter 1s married
even if she is just 12 or [3 years.
Four years ago one of the girls, who

was 14, ran away from her husband's
home and found her way to the Alur
bridge camp. The camp in charge
informed the sarpanch of the village and
the girl's parents. The parents were
worried they would be harassed by

their daughter's in-laws but the girl was
determined not to go back.
Finally with the help of the sarpanch,

the case was resolved and the young
girl was allowed to stay on. "We have
supporters as well as those,who oppose
our programme of rescuing child
labourers! and putting them back into
education. The opposition in case of
married girls is more vehement," says
Raju ofMV Foundation.
Quiet, simple child marriages were

taking place in Shahbad mandal,
Vikarabad, Paragi, Tandu and Kulkacha-
la blocks of Ranga Reddy district. Now
the girls who do not wish to get married .

Each girl,'seeking shelter, has ahor-
rendous story to tell of physical and
mental abuse. Shahnaz, 14, is from
Dachapalli village of Guntur district
and has worked in chillie and cotton
farms. When she was 12, she was mar-
ried to a 45-year-old man. Her mother
had died and her father married again.
Her step mother did not like her

since she had two of her own children.
Though the nikha was done when she
was 12, she had to move into the hus-
band's house when she was 14 in Jan-
uary last year. Her husband was a sil-
versmith earning Rs 60 to Rs 100 a

day. He would leave the house at 4

Susheela begged her parents not to marry
'her off. She knew it would be the end

of her freedom, her education
know they can turn to the MV Founda-
tion for support.
Lakshmi, 15, married. to widower of

45, ran away within amonth ofhermar-
riage because her mother-in-law and
others were beating her. She has spent
10 months at the Alur camp doing the
bridge course. She hopes to get into
class 7 in a government school. In her
village, 'Bandeliki Charla, she was
working: in the cotton fields.
"T have suffered too much in my hus-

band's house. I want to study and become
a lawyer, I will never go back to my in-
laws house. Even if I marry, it will be to
someone else," she says. Since the mar-
rage was not registered and she'was a
munor, there is hope that itwill be annulled.

a.m. and teturn at 7 p.m.
Shahnaz first completed all the house-

work in her own home, then went to her
in-laws house and do all the housework
there. There was neither joy nor under-
standing .in the marriage. She had
become a slave and was often beaten. In
desperation she drank kerosene and
tried to kill herself. After a period ofhos-
pitalization she went back and found in
addition to her other travatis, she was
now being accused to infidelity.
With the Rs 800 she had saved from

her days as a cotton field worker, she
went to the railway station and bought
a ticket to Secundrabad. She was sitting
hear the door of the compartment, cry-
ing her heart out when two policemen

saw her and tried tb help. A college stu-
dent in the compartment offered to help
get her to a place where she could
study. She put her in a bus that took her
to Chevellam and from there she took
an auto rickshaw to the bridge school.
The bridge school sent amessage to her

parents but they had migrated and the
information was passed on to her hus-
band. He called her up at the school and
threatened her of dire consequences if
she did not return. MV Foundation with
the support of the community is trying
to solve the case.
Susheela Chenugapalli, forced into

marriage when 12, won the bravery
award for revolting against child mar-
riage in 2005. Susheela says no one
should suffer like she did for two
years. With the support of MV Foun-
dation, the marriage was finally
annulled. She recalls that one day she
came from school to be told by her par-
ents that her marriage had been fixed
with Narsimhulu and she would have
to live with his family in a village, 30
miles from her maternal home in Alur.
Susheela begged her parents not to

marry her. She knew it would be the end
of her freedom, her education. But her
parents who were extremely poor point-
ed out that the dowry was not too much
because she was young. As she got
older they would have to pay a bigger
dowry. They were also worried about her
security since she had reached puberty
and any physical attack or molestation
would bring dishonour to the family.
Her young. married friends who had

been abused by husbands 20 and 30 years
older than they were, asked her to resist
the marnage but they could do nothing

to-help her. So she was pressured into
marriage. Her only consolation was the
husband was 22 and not-40 or 45 years.
She had to do the field work as well

as all the work at home like a slave
with no one to even talk to. Within a
few weeks of the marriage, Narsimhu-
lu began abusing her. He would come
home drunk and scream at her
demanding more dowry. Then he
would beat her. When this happened a
couple of times she ran away to her
parents but they sent her back.
One evening Narasimhulu punched

her because he did not like the din-.
ner she had cooked for him. She
decided she could not take any more
violence. Having heard ofMV Foun-
dation she contacted them and they
assured her support in leaving
Narasimhulu. Her parents were hor-
rified. How would they face their
community' but Susheela was
adamant not to live with Narasimhu-
lu. MV Foundation helped her to get
the marriage annulled and she is back
in school and in control of her life.
The atmosphere at the bridge camp at

Alur was joyous. There were 120 stu-
dents and 12 teachers who not only
taught them how to read, write and pre-
pare for regular school but motivated
them to education so that they do not
drop out even when they join the gov-
ernment schools. In fact, the Foundation
follows up with them in government
schools atid even helps them get into col-

te

ca Whe

lege and the work force. Some of the kids
rescued from child labour and groomed
at the Foundation's bridge course.camps
are today doctors, engineers and even in
the police force as constables.
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Left will be briefed: Pranab
BANGALORE DECEMBER 27
The UPA government at the Centre will
bnef the Left parties about the outcome of Praiab Mukherjee said today

for Atomic Energy (IAEA) on India specif aga n and come out with the agreed text once
ic nuclear agreement before arnving at a we finalise the India specific nuclear arrange
final decision external affairs Minister ments withthe IAEA Te added UNI

1U1 TCS
EXCISE AND TAXATION DEPARTMENT

HARYANA
It is brought to the notice of the general public that the

process of formulation of Excise Policy in respect of State
of Haryana for the year 2008 2009 !s under progress
Therefore feedback views and suggestions are solicited
from members of public to enrich the process of
formulation of the Excise Policy
The interested person(s) may send his views/suggestions
in writing or by email to the office of Excise & Taxation
Commissioner Haryana at the address noted below
He/She may also forward/volunteer his/her suggestions
by personally meeting the undersigned between 11 00
am to 12 00 noon on any working day upto 9 1 2008

ARUN KUMAR, IAS
ExcisE & TAXATION COMMISSIONER, HARYANA
SCO 71-75, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH
EMAIL HARYANATAX COM
Fax No 0172 2702896
Tet No 0172-2702979, 0172 2703955

PRDH 2369F

ampaigning ends
for Ballia byelection
BALL A DECEMBER 27
The high profile cam
paigning for the December
29 Ballia Lok Sabha
bypoll where the Sama
jwadi Party candidate son
of former Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar was pit
ted against the son ofmifia
don turned politician Hari
Shankar Tiwari ended at
1700 hrs this evening
Balha pirl amentary con

stituency in Uttar Pradesh
which had long stood wit
ness to pergonality versus
development showdown
over the past decades 1s

witnessing election follow
ing the death of former
Prime Minister and sitting
MP Chandra Shekhar
The socalled social

eng neering of the ruling
BSP s also on test at the
hustings
While the entire Opposi

tion except for the Con
gress the BJP and the BSP
1s Supporting SP candidate
Neeraj Shekhar the
youngest son of the former
PM in the byelection
BSP s Vinay Shanker
Tiwari along with the BJP
and the Congress candi

dates had turned this
bypoll as a run up to the
Lok Sabha election in the
state
A tot of over 5 million

electorate would exercise
their franchise at 716
polling stations and seal
the fate of 16 candidates in
the electronic voting
machines (EVMs)
The polling would scart at

0700 hrs and end at 1700
hrs on Saturday The count
ing of votes would take
place on January 2
About 249 and 221

polling centres have been
declired as hyper sensitive
and sensitive respectively
in the constituency
The Election Commis

sion had banned the entry
of outsiders including
ministers in the con
stituency from today till
the voting process 1s over
on Saturday
Police SuperintendentLB 0 Antony Kumar said

about 55 companies of the
Central Reserve Police
(CRP) Border Security
Force (BSF) Shashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) and
Provincial Armed Constab

ulary (PAC) would be
deployed for security
Besides about 3 000 state
pol ce personnel would be
deployed in the constituen
cy on election duty
While para military

would be deployed at hyper
sensitive and sensitive
polling centres PAC would
be deployed at other cen
tres Kumar said
Motorboats manned by

policemen would be
pressed into service in
Ghagra and Ganga rivers to
keep a vigil along the UP
Bihar border 1n the district
A look into the past three

decades of election poli
tics would indicate that the
successive polls were
fought amidst the twin axis
of development and per
sonality of the Young Turk
However the picture 1s

somewhat different this
time round
While Neeraj Shekhar 1s

banking on his illustrious
father s personality and the
sympathy wave to romp
home the Opposition par
ties had made the develop
ment of Ballia an agenda
for the byelection - UNI

Assam wants
ban on Adivasi

militants
TR BUNE News SERV CE

DECEMBER 27
Assam ChiefMinister Tarun
Gogo tod informed that
the state government was
very congerned over the
grow ng qumber of violent
incidents committed by the
Adivasi fm litant group All
Adivas National Libdgation
Army (AANLA) m itants
and was keeping a close
watch 6n t through its secu
rity apparatus
He ga da deta led dossier ot

the activ ties of the AANLA
and its links cadre strength
etc was be ng prep1red for
presentation before the Cen
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TENDER NOTICE
Government of nda Mnstry of Rajways Ra way Boa d fo and on beha f of the
Pesden of nda popose o pu chase the fo owng Items fom the RDSO
app oved supp ers agans the Tende ment oned be ow

B ands wk cha e app oved by RDSO a eonye gbefo consde a on
The ende ng firms shoud be manufac u ers of RDSO app oved b and o the

Supp es equ ed n packed cond tion (180/182 Kg) drums as pe cause 11 of

v The pnce pe se of ende documen sfxeda Rs 2000 ony obe depos ed
w h the nea est FA & CAO of any of he Zona Ra ways/P oduc on Unts

PRAT BHAgE

SHMLa
R

Resentm&
trary HPC:

rather than off
pension has
gress to rect
Interesting

which 1s yet t

state disc plingé
which 1s the
authority to talg
decision on expu
rectified its blunde¥
ing the expulsion
suspension of party,
HPCC chief

Thakur said tod

OFFICE OF THE
DISTRICT TRANSPORT OFFICER MOGA
Auction Notice for left over Fancy Registration Nos

Dated 26 1208{No 12060/DTO/Moga
The app cat ons are nv ted from the nterested persons fora otment *

of eft over fancy Registrat on marks ment oned nthes xth schedu e
for Rue 42 A of the Pun ab Motor Vehces Rues 1989 the deta s of
wh ch can be obta ned from ths off ce on any work ng day so as to
reach ths offce up to 00 pm on 0701 08 accompaned by a
Demand Draft equa to ffty per cent of the Reserve price n favour of
D str ct Transport Off cer Moga payab e at Moga ncase there sony
one app cant thenumberw bea otted as per the Reserve fees f xed
for that number n case of more than one app cant for the number
the a otment w be made by open aucton The reserve fee for
conduct ng aucton sha be Rs 3 000/ for reg strat on marks 0010 to
0100 and Rs 1 000/ for other fancy Reg straton marks Open auct on
w be conducted on 08 01 08 at 1100 m the offce of the
unders gned nthe presence of the app cants who may w sh to attend
the aucton At the tme of aucton the h ghest successfu b dder sha
be a otted reg strat on mark and the next two hghestb dders sha be
kept nthe reserve st The successfu b dder shoud gethsvehce
reg steredwthnsevendays ncase the sucessfu b dderfa s to pay
the fu. b d amount and get the veh ce reg stered wthn seven days
the amount depos ted w th the app caton sha be forfe ted and the

be repeated n case the second bdder aso fa s to get hs vehce
reg steredwthn the st pu ated perod A bdssha be va dforaperiod
of 30 days f om the date of auct on The unders gned reserves the nght
to cance any auct on w thout ass gn ng any reason

DPR/Pb 2463 D Sd/ D str ct Transport Off cer Moga

India s talks with the International Agency

TRIBUNE

away expe

number sha be otted to the next h ghest b dder The procedure w
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state eduft
internati<
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a PUNJAB HEALTH

SYSTEMS CORPORATION
MUKTSAR

INVITATION OF TENDERS
FOR SANITATION SERVICES

Seaed ende sae nv ed 0 san ationservceo Cv Hosp a Muksa om
epu ed con aco s havng expe ence n house keep ng and man enance of
pope sana on ac es
1 Tende documensconanng he gene a ems andcond ons desc ption

of he ass gnmen andpa cuaseabo ang heaeasandohe dea s of
he hosp as can be co eced on any wokng day fom 31 22007 o
15 2008 up 0 500 pm by payng Rs 500/ n he shape of DD n avou
o Deputy Medca Commssone Muksa/cash om ofce 0 DMC
Muk sa The ende documen canbeca ed by pos aso by sendngDD o
Rs 550/ n avou o Depuy Medca Commssone Muktsa Howeve nq
case of posa de ay heco poa onw no be esponsbe
The bd shoud be cea y supe sc bed as Tende o san a ono Hosp a
p emses and shoud each he O/o Deputy Medca Comm ss one Muk sar
by 16 12008 ono beoe500pm and sha be opened np esence 0
con acos/he auho sed ep esenta veson 712008 a 130am
shoud be w enon he enve ope NOT BE OPENED EXCEPT BEFORE

THE COMM TTEE
The bdde mus have s own EPF No a otted by RPF o app ed or
P ovden fundno Howeve he awadw besubec oaomen o EPF
no ony
The bdde sha have o unsh eanes money equvaen o 2/ of he
amoun ende ed n he shape o Demand daft ony n avou of Deputy
Medca Commssone Muksa payabe a Muksa whchw be eunded
soonafte nasa ono he ende bdsno accompan ed by ea nes money
o wh nadequae ea nes money w be eeced
The con aco on nmaono heaccepance om hs offce egadng
con ac w have o unshperfo mance secu ty nfavou o Seno Medca
Otfce /n Cha ge o he concened hosp a and he aqeemen o he
servces w aso be made be ween hebdde & Seno Medca Offce /e
Cv Hosp al Muk sa
DMC Muktsa eserves he gh o accep o ec anyo a he endes
w hou ass gnng any eason
f he o ce happens o be cosed on dae o ecept/openng of bds as*
spec ed hebdw be eceved and opened on henex wo king day at he
same me and venue

Sd/ Deputy Med ca Comm ss oner
DPR/Pb 1033 C PHSC Muktsar

SHIMLA

annual

Dry &

fo hewoka S 1 2 4 11 As500/ fo he woksatS No 3 5 6 Rs2000/ fo hewoksa S No 9 10
Rs 3000/ fo the woksa S No 7 8
The date of ecep of ende s and openng of ende have been g ven agans each wo k

Name of wo k Es mated Ea nest Tme Date of Date of Conce ned

a RTC Bhonds mon hs Gu gaon
Ca age o cemen /c oadng 200 5000/ 090 08 001 08 EE P)
unoadng ands ackng om HPHC monh Gu gaon
soe Bhonds o diffeen sa ons e
Rewa Namau Gu gaon

pu chase of tende fo m

3) Thetende fomduyf edand he condton shoud be n the sepa ate enve ope
4) The dea ed notce nvtng ende aongwth ems & cond ons can be seer/ssued n he offce of EE(H Q)

HPHC Panchkua o he conce ned XENs The same s aso ava abe on ou web § e
www mdhphc goog epages com.

11) Tende fomsw be ssued two days befoe he eceptof ende Tendesexcepta S No 7w be opened
at 1100 am on dates men oned agans each wo k n the off ce of EE (HQ) Panchkua The tendes w not
be accep ed by hand ony egste ed/speed post/h ough cou e endes sha be acceped The Co poa on
sha no be esponsbe fo any posa deay f any

FOR & ON BEHALF OF HPHC
PRDH 465 SD/ EXECUT VE ENGINEER (H Q)

HUDA URBAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITYf NOTICE INVITING TENDER
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER HUDA ELECT DIVISION HISAR

For and on behaf of HUDA sea ed pe centage rate tenders are hereby nvted by the unders gned f om the
fromNocodeEPFpossess ngandHUDAthstedenass/categoryc

ihe competent author ty The tender form can be obta ned 24 hours before the date of open ng of tende sf om

The tend form w be ssued on submttng the p oof of Bank Draft/Depost at Ca of eamest money n
favou 0 ecutve Engnee HUDAE ect Dvson Hsa payabe atHsa
Tre te WwW

Admn HUDA n he presence of tenderer or her autho sed representatve who woud ke to be
presegat thattme The deta of work s as under

Sr b Name of work Earnest Tme Tender fees/ Categoryk Money mt Date of
open ng

115 Pro, dng & fx ng HPSV fttng on 8000/ Two Rs 250/ HT/LT
T juncton n Sector 14 at H sar months 11 1 2008 L cence
A/Cost Rs 400 acs Ho derf 116 Prov dng & fx ng of HPSV fttng on 8000/ Two Rs 250/ HT/LT
Tyuncton n Sector 23 at Bh wan months 11 1 2008 L cence

Ho derA/Cost Rs 400 acs
117 Provdng um nat on n var ous 8000/ Two Rs 250/ HT/LT

courts and other a ed job n Sports months 11 1 2008 L cence
Comp exatSrsa Provdng umna Ho der
ton nnew constructed courts
A/Cost Rs 4 00 acs

118 Prov dng e ectr f cat on and street 6000/ One Rs 250/ HT/LT
ght n Sector 9 & 11 at H sar month 11 1 2008 L cence
Provdng HT ne (Ba ance work) Ho der
A/Cost Rs 3 00 acs

119 Prov dng & fx ng of HPSV fttng on 6000/ Two Rs 250/ HT/LT
T Junct on n Sector 13 at Bh wan months 11 1 2008 L cence
A/Cost Rs 3 00 acs Ho der

120 Provdng umnaton n Mode Park 4000/ One Rs 250/ HT/LT
n Urban Estate 11 at H sar month 11 1 2008 Lcence

Ho derA/Cost Rs 2 00 acs
121 Provdng umnaton npark n Sector 4000 One Rs 250/ HT/LT

16&17 at H sar Month 11 1 2008 Lcence
A/Cost Rs 2 00 Lacs Ho der

122 2000/ One Rs 250/ HT/LTProvdng Eect and street ght n

Shopp ng centre MT Dabwa Month 11 1 2008 L cence"
ProvdngLT ne and street ght Ho der
A/Cost Rs 100 Lac

123 Construct on of Gymkhana C ub 10200/ One Rs 250/ HT/LT
Month 18 1 2008 cencebu dng at Rohtak Provdng &

Ho derfxng of umnare
A/Cost Rs 5 00 Lacs

10 124 Spec a repar of ex stng street ght 9600/ One Rs 250/ HT/LT
system pantng of exstng poe Pr Month 18 1 2008 L cence

Ho der jol' dng food ght n Shahd Park and
provdng umnaton of ex stng Arc
haeo ogy bu dngs tuated adjonng
to Shahd Park at Jha jar (Depost
work of MC Jha Jar)
A/Cost Rs 4 85 Lacs

125 8600/ Two Rs 250/ HT/LTProv dng and f x ng of f ood ght on
Months 18 1 2008 L cenéeShee a bye pass chowk Sukhpura

chowk and T junct on of 45m w de Ho der
road near Bus stand and d smant ng
of ex stng S T3 poe from Shee a bye
pass chowk and Deh bye pass
chowk and re erect on of the same
at entry of 45 mtr wde road on
Gohana and Sonepat road at Rohtak
(EDC works)
ACost Rs 430 acs

12 126 Prov dng e ectr f cat on and street 6000/ Two Rs 250/ HT
Months 18 1 2008 {L cenceght n shopp ng centre Sec 7 at

Ho derSorepat Erecton of HT ne nc
udng suppy & erect on of ACSR
conductor and a other works cont
ngent thereto
A/Cost Rs 300 acs

13 127 5200/ One Rs 250/ HT/LTProvdng Sodum ght on 30mtr
18 1 2008 L cencewde road of Sector 15 Sonepat month

(between Sec 15 & 16) Provdng Ho der
food ght'

A/Cost Rs 2 60 acs
4 128 Provdng Sodum ght ondv 3500/ One Rs 250/ HT/LT

month 18 1 2008 L cencedng road between Sector 7 29
6 28 and 5 4 at Sonepat Provdng Ho der
food ght
A/Cost Rs 2 75 acs

15 129 Provdng Sodum ght on HBC Sec 2000/ One Rs 250/ HT/LT
12 and Sector 15 at Sonepat Pro month 18 1 2008 AL cence

Ho dervdng umnaton
A/Cost Rs 00 ac

16 130 Prov dng and f xng LED based traffc 49800/ Rs 1000/ On y for
sgna wth UPS on juncton of 45mtr months 18 1 2008 manufac
w de road on Rohtak Sonepat Road turer
Sukhpura Chowk Shee a bye pass
chowk Deh bye pass chowk and
T3 yjunct on of 45 mtr wde road near
Bus Stand at Rohtak (EDC work)
A/Cost Rs 24 90 acs

17 131 Provdng umnaton nLawn Tenns 19200/ Rs 500/ HT/LT
month 25 1 2008 L cencecourts nC ub Bu dng at Rohtak

A/Cost Rs 9 60 acs Ho der

Terms & Conditions
1 The deta ed terms and cond tons as per approved DN T can be seen on work ng day n the off ce
of unders gned f the date of open ng of tender s dec ared as Govt ho day the tenderw be rece ved
and opened on the next work ng day at the same t me
The tender w be gven to ony those contractor who have obtaned EPF code or NOC from
R PFC Case w be deducted as such rate not exceed ng 2/ but not ess than 1/ of the cost of
construct on of ncurred by HUDA as the Government may not fy n the offca Gazettee from tme
to tme speca
Tender for Sr No 16 (Job No 130) w be ssued ony to manufacturers of traffc sgna who have
successfu y carred out at east three works of Rs 2500 Lacs each of sm ar nature n ast three
years nthe Govt/Sem Govt and subm the proof at the t me of ssue of tender form

For & on Behalf of HUDA
PRDH 4644 Sd/ Executive Engineer

approved Contractor of app opnate

the o

Date Date Tende

Descript on of Materia Tender of of
ava abecos ng open ng om

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

AAR approved G ease for RS POL)/58 5 2008 5 2008 Mn ro
cart dgeTape Ro e Bearings 0506 /2008| ( 430hrs) ( 500 hrs) Ra ways

(Ra wayof fre ght stock conform ng to
RDSO spec fcat on No WD 24- Boa d)

Ra lwamsc 2003 (Rev 1)
S ores (POL)

Apprx Qty 123 222 MTs Room No
156/ 5 Ra
Bhavan New

Deh

PUBLIC NOTICE
GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
10 Punab Gove nmen has decded compens' ory e7 ned

eave 10 eacie so e Schoo Edu a on Departmen who
ae equ ed oa end he SemnasTeache Tanng
P og ammesu de he manda ory eache p og ammeo Sarva
Sh ksha Abh yan (SSA) The S ae Gove nme t has aso
decded o esc edue he anngpogammesunde he SSA
w hefec fomnex yea namanne ha does no a ec he
udy hous o he studens New nnova on sha be made n

Gove nmen o ndaunde SSA and nay dep ve he Sae

15 The decso © 0 ganze semnas du ng the ho days was

PSEB Offce s Assoca onapp ecaedthsdecsono he Boad

mon hs e ates by 3132008 A he vacances
(app ox mate y 10000 nP mary and 4000 n Secondary) sha
bef edup by ecu ng teache fe ows oncon act bass fo a
pe odo heeandha yeas The servces 0 the teaches so

educa on n heschoos
100 The S ae Gove nment as ssued 15 apponment e e

Ms esses and 452 appo n ment ettes oC assca aid Ve nacua
Teaches (A &C af Home Scence Ag cu e Sewng ec)
eache s Aso25appon ments as Teache s and 82 appon mens

and Ve nacua Teaches and Nonteachngsaf e Ceks o
Maste s have aso aken pace du ng the cu en yea The
p ocess of p omot on of Maste s toLecu es sunde way and
sha be compe ed exped t ous y

120 TheS ae Gove nmenthasceaeda pendngg an nad 1e

Issued by
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

AND
PUNJAB SCHOOL EDUCATION BOARD

bank n

Cheques and posta o ders w not be acceptabe The ende documents ae

empowered to impose a ban 001 on fumshng origna cash ecep n token of havng depos ed he equs e
on any armed mil tant group amoun owads cost of the ende e Rs 2000/.ony. Tende

Gogoi said insurgency had 1300 hrs and 1430 hrs o 1700 hrs Partes equ ng ende documents by

opment of the state and the v Quoting f ms who have downoaded he ende documents fom neme ae

emergence ofmore nsurgent FA&CAO Northern Ra way Ba oda House New Deh and attach he cash

groups and growing 'ct v1 ecep wih he offe fa ngwhch he offe w no beconsde ed

tes of jehidi elements was

economic growth ot the state SERVING CUSTOMERSWITHA SMILE

HARYANA POLICE HOUSING CORPORATION LIMITED
C 10, SECTOR 6, PANCHKULA

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE Last date
Tende Notce No HPHC/2007/ Daed

2

No Amount Money Lmt ece pt open ng EEs
of tende of tende

doo opea on wh a pa monh Panchku a
mc owae senso s fo an openng o
va ous szes n he offce bu dng o
Excse & Taxa on Dep Seco 5

came as n heo ce bu dng of monh Panchku a

Panchku a

3 Povdng and xng begass 4mm 1153 23000/ 4 230 08 240 08 EE (P)

Seco 6 Panchkua
i

4 Speca epa o Gov esdena 230 4600/ 230 08 240 08 EE (P)

Po ceLnesa Fa ehabad mon hs Hsa
6 Cons uc ono P mary Hea h Cen e 145 22900/ 4 23 01 08 240 08 EE (P)

a Commando Compex Newa mon hs Madhuban
Kana)

Comp ex a Madhuban

Bhonds

9 Cons uc ono Boundary wa a RTC 84 99 84990/ 9 23 01 08 240108 EE (P)

55 00 §5000/ 9 230 08 24 01 08 EE (P)
T

2)

7) The technca bdfo woka S No 7w be opened on 14 01 08 at 11 00am n

8) f he date of openng of ende s happens to be ho daysthen the same sha be rece ved & opened on next

9) Teephonc/eeg aphc ende & hose not attached wth p esc bed p ofo ma sha no be en ertaned tender

10) Onyp cedcond onsw be acceped e cond ons shoud be assoc a ed w hw hd awa vaue "Tender fo



Faithscape
Renuka Narayanan

Serajuddin,
Ipecki and us

HE FOURTH K C Mammen Mappillai Memor1
al Lecture on Thursday evening at the Imperial
Hotel New Deihi was one of the most moving
experiences I ve had recently Just to remind

you Mr Mappillai was the founder of the Malayala
Manorama the historic 118 year old newspaper that
ranks up there in the world In pre Independence days
Mr Mappillai was Jailed for two years 1n his home state
Travancore for his progressive views and his property
confiscated but it all came together and bloomed again
after 1947 This years talk in his memory was by Sir
Harold Evans former editor of The Sunday Times (Lon
don) on Freedom of the press 1n the age of violence
But in fact 1t was about why any one of us does anything
with correctness conviction courage and clarity (the
Four Cs lke for a diamond?) It was as good as listening
to a fine sermon or pravachan so I thought you might
like to hear about some of the people he spoke of
Evans himself presided over the breaking of several

famous news stories in his country like the exposure
of Kim Philby as a Soviet spy and the tragedy of the
thalidomide babies crusading for and winning them
compensation a decadv-later Incidentally Evans ad
dressed three generations of Indian journalists in the
Imperial ballroom including some of the seniormost
editors they were there as much out of respect for Mr
Mappillai s memory as for this famous editor

I found it particularly good because we 1n the Indian
press as indeed across our society frequently squander
our dignity and credibility for amess of sensationalism
for short term gains We often do dhoka with goods and
services and the press we fake stings sneak shots of
people crying 1n Jail and conduct trials by media 1n the
most appallingly improper way And most unforgivably
we dumbit down insulting our readers

When you iion things out flat
when you close situations out as
boring you fail to see patterns
youmiss connections Mehmet Ali
Agca long wanting parole from a
Turkish jail belongs to an ultra
nationalist group the Grey
Wolves He s been 1n jail since 1981
for trying to kill the late John Paul
II the pope Indians remember for
telling them on Dipavali day 1999
that he hoped the third mullenn1
um would be Christianity s era of
Indian conversions just as the sec
ond had been American and the
first European Agca had been

goous Jailed earlier said Evans but soon
tor escaped with the help of security

forces for gunning down 1n 1979
erate Abdi Ipecki editor of Milleyet
Bost influential paper Yet 1n recent

outletmentioning the prospect
release in 2006 failed to

trderer of Ipeck1 mourned

At the Imperial
ballroom Sir
Harold addressed
three generations
of journalists
including some
of the seniormost
editors They
were there as
much out of
respect for
Mr Mappillar's
somory as for

Usha Rai

A DHAM the biggest
home for widows in the
country providing shelter
to 500 women and children
was opened yesterday

right at the entrance to Vrindavan Last
evening Pandit Jasraj sang there to
voke the gods to bless the new home and
its inmates This was followed by a Bha
jan Sandhya by Venugopal Goswami of
the Radha Raman Mandir Earlier too
Pandit Jasraj a devotee of Lord Krishna
held a concert 1n Delhi to raise funds for
the construction of Ma Dham
Contemporary culture has just begun

to address the issue of an estimated 33
million widows 1n India As per the 1991
census widows account for 9 per cent of
our female population Every fourth
house has a widow and 40 per cent of
them are over 50 years old Vrindavan

we don'twant
The widows ofVrindavan are a national
shame. A new home for them opened
yesterday to begin healing the wounds

of religion
place of our holiest love idylls 1s as
everyone knows the dumping ground for
such unwanted women According to the
Vrindavan Municipal Corporation study
of 2006 there are over 3105 widows in
Vrindavan town itself And across Braj
bhum1 Radhakund Goverdhan
Barsana Mathura there
are estimated to be another
2000 to 2500 widows
The plight of Bengali

widows 1n particular has
been pathetic Their lives
ended with that of their
husbands as many of them were burnt
alive as satis on the funeral pyre of the
dead men Between 1815 and 1828 some
8135 widows were burnt alive as sati¥
Bengal Those who escaped the pyre were
banished to the holy cities Across India

[ CREED

widows were considered inauspicious
andmany of them from upper castes were
forced to leave their homes and spend
their lives in prayer and meditation
Varanasi and Vrindavan
Their heads shaven they were com

pelled to wear coarse white saris ate fru
gally were debarred from
weddings and other reli
gious functions and lived
almost like outcastes in
their own homes until they
were shunted out on pil
grimage They could not in

herit a share in the husband s property
and had to be dependent on father or son
for life thereafter
Many such Bengali widows still jour

ney to Vrindavan and are now joined by
widows from MP Rajasthan Orissa UP

IN KRISHNA COUNTRY Ma Dham
is a good place for our guilt money

Manipur and other places
But several studies done over the last

two years show that these widows do not
want to go back home They have nothing
to go back to and are happy 1n Vrindavan
even if 1t means living on the streets beg
ging for alms or depending on doles from
the bhajan ashrams that provide 100 to
200 grams of rice lentils and a few rupees
for chanting at the ashrams for a couple of
hours everymorning and evening
To enable them to live and die with dig

nity and to wean them from begging the
Guild of Service has been running Aamar
Bari a home for 120 olderwidows 1n Vrin
davan since the mid 90s Now Ma Dham
will shelter more spread over two and
half acres with residential quarters a
skill training zone a medical centre an
area formeditation and an administrative
block To provide the atmosphere of a
family widows will be given the responsi
bility of caring for orphan children from
the adjoming areas These efforts are
spearheaded by Mohini Giri and the
Guuld of Service
Remarriage especially of the younger

widows would be one sure way of reha
bilitating them feels Giri But a recent
survey shows that 90 per cent of the 255
widows interviewed are against remar
rlage Seventy percent said there were so
cial and religious taboos to a widow re
marrying 13 per cent said they did not be
lieve in remarriage and five per cent said
those with children could not think of 1t
as an option Yet 30 per cent of them had
become widows by the age of 24!
Religious leaders meanwhile send out

conflicting signals The Shankaracharya
of Joshimath says widow remarriage has
been forbidden 1n the shastras and as as
cetics they are supposed to wear white
and not attendmarriages
Acharya Guiriraj Kishore says remar

riage IS sanctioned by the shastras
and that as the patriarchal system
gained strength women became subord1
nate to men and their right to equality
got diluted
Manoj Mohan a respected preacher of

the Bhagvat Puran who runs a Sanskrit
and Bhagvt school Vrindavan says the
shastras of modern society support wid
ow remarriage So if a widow 1s yoting
and wants to remarry sh has the right to
forget her past and rebuild her life with a
new partner despite pockets of social
taboo Widow remarriage 1s needed for
refdtm in society


