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by Usha Rai, who was lately in Kashmir

EACE is returning to
Pthe Kashmir Valley

slowly but surely. After
12 years there were Israelis,
Japanese and Germans in the
Valley and the intrepid Kash-
miri had not lost the art of
extracting money out of
' tourists while maintaining that
inscrutable smile and lament-
ing over the years of penury
i sans tourists. The shrouds
were lifted off the chinar and
teak sofas and beds. But the
houseboats creaked because
of disuse and a musty smell
emanated from the moth-eaten
carpets. The small shikaras
were skimming across the
Nagin and Dal lakes, laden
with flowers, fruits, vegeta-
bles, papier mache souvenirs
and gifts galore.

At Marco Polo, the large
houseboat on Nagin Lake, the
visitors’ book had been dust-
ed and given the pride of place.
The last entry in the book was
dated 1989. Aziz had post-
. poned for another year the
maintenance work on the tug
that had been with the family
for over half a century. The
carvings on the ceiling and
doors of the' houseboat were
intricate and elegant.' Almost
every evening an amazing
assortment of hand crafted car-
. pets and durees were displayed
as the tourists on the boat were
regaled with the story of Kash-
miri craftsmanship, the knots
per square inch and the histo-
ry of the patterns and designs
in an effort to lure them to take
home a treasure.

Close to Nagin Lake was

Kashmir University buzzing
with life and activity. Despite
strong political affiliations all
across the Valley, on the cam-
pus there are no student unions
and political bonding is strict-
ly taboo. There were a large
number of women students as
smartly turned out as their
counterparts in Delhi or Mum-
bai. While some wore a burqa,
others did not even have their
heads covered. Of course, you
could not see a skirt or jeans on
the campus. Salwar kameez
was the order of the day.

In another part of the

that order is being restored
and young girls, who could
not set out of their homes
because of militancy, are
being equipped with entre-
preneurial skills.

As Zaboora Akhtar, one of
the young girls, pointed out,
“my life has moved from pes-
simism to optimism. I hope I
can transfer my positive vibes
to others in my village.” This
note of hope coming from a
28-year-old who has lost her
elder brother in an encounter
augurs well for the Valley for
psychiatric disorders and cases
of depression have been on the
increase. This year over
36,000 cases of psychiatric

Three Prime Ministers have laid the
foundation stone for a railway line

from Kazipur to

Baramula since

1973 but not an inch of the track has
been laid as yet

sprawling campus, with chi-
nar trees reaching to the sky,
33 handpicked young women
from the poorest and most
backward districts were
undergoing a nine months
special course that will
enable them to go back to
their villages and start pre-
primary schools in their
homes. At the end of the
course, Kashmir University
as well as the Human
Resource Development Min-
istry at the Centre will be giv-
ing each of them a little over
a lakh of rupees (in cash as
well as kind) to set up
schools. This again is a sign

disorder have been registered
and between April and July
this year there were 312 cases
of attempted suicide.

Land prices are booming
and those whose businesses
are suffering are now investing
in land. When the Kashmiri
Pandits left the Valley bolting
their homes, sympathetic
Muslims held these in trust.
Now some of the Kashmiri
Pandits are coming back to sell
their homes at much higher
prices. Another sign of the
return to normalcy is the large
number of Bihari labour to be
found in the Valley. Even
shawl and carpet weavers hire

Bihari labour to manage their
land because the rough work
of tilling could make their
hands unfit for the finer work
of weaving and embroidery.

All the bright young Kash-
miri boys have left the Valley
for higher education and jobs
abroad. After 12 years of vio-
lence and uncertainity in the
Valley there is hope of a new
dawn. Everyone wants to for-
get the pastiand get on with
his life. Nbor-ul-Sama, a
young girl training to be a
teacher, voices the fears of
many in the Valley when she
asks “do you think all Mus-
lims are militants?”

The peace that reigns over
the Valley is fragile. The mil-
itants are not willing to give in |
that easily. Every second day |
you hear of militants killing
people and being shot down.
Outside Kashmir University, :
close to the Hazratbal, two
militants get off a bus and in
broad daylight gun down two
policemen without any provo-
cation. While many of these
sporadic incidents are report-
ed in newspapers, those hap-
pening in villages and the deep
interiors of the Valley are not
even reported.

This June 30-year-old Dil-
shada Abanu, who was work-
ing with the Association for
Parents of Disappeared Per-
sons (APDP), was shot dead
in her home in Handwara in
Kupwara district, close to the
border by unidentified per-
sons. Her husband, a surren-
dered militant, called Ikwani,
disappeared in June, 1997.
She had just delivered a baby
and was returning home with
the newborn and her husband
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when the bus in which they
were travelling was stopped
and a gunman asked her hus-
band to get off. That was the
last she saw of her husband.
Dilshada approached the State
Human Rights Commission
and filed a complaint with the
support of the APDP. Later
she began working for them.
Dilshada’s father and brother-
in-law died of a heart failure
soon after, and Dilshada was
left fending for a family of 10
with no means of a liveli-
hood. She was constantly
troubled by militants. This
June she was killed inside her
home while ironing some
clothes. Her six-year-old son
was injured. It was a two-line
news item, tucked away in a
corner of a small newspaper.

- Some 8,000 people have dis-

appeared in the Valley in the
last 14 years.

The number of “half wid-
ows™ (women who' don’t
know if their husbands are

The peace that reigns over Kashmir is fragile

Hope for a new dawn in the Valley
Healing touch and economic revival will help

dead or alive) is on the rise.
These women don’t know if
they should remarry or stay
single. By religion they have to
wait for four years to remarry
if their husbands disappear.
Some have been waiting for
eight years, going through a
great trauma.

It will not be easy to wipe
out the years of travail and
sorrow and these sporadic
shootouts do not assuage the
traumatised. The healing
touch has to be synchronised
with economic revival in the
Valley. The state has the
capacity to generate 18,000
mega watts of hydel power of
which just 0.75 per cent is
being harnessed. There is so
much fruit in the Valley but
jams are all from Bhutan.
Three Prime Ministers have
laid the foundation stone fora
railway line from Kazipur to
Baramuilah since 1973 but not
an'inch of the railway track
has been laid as yet.
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Short weighing
ornaments

by Pushpa Girimaji

TH the festive
season round the
corner, the union

ministry of Consumer Affairs
has advised the enforcement
officials of legal metrology in
all the states and Union Terri-
tories to ensure that con-
sumers are not cheated on
quantity and price. It has,
therefore, suggested that the
enforcement officials con-
duct, during September,
intensive inspections of jew-
elers, super markets, restau-
rants and hotels and of course
sweet shops to ensure com-
pliance of all relevant laws.

The ministry has also
advised enforcement agen-
cies to associate representa-
tives of voluntary consumer
organisations in this work so
that the process is transpar-
ent. In addition, consumers in
those areas would get to
know who are dishonest
businessmen.

Referring to the increased
sale of gold jewellery during
the festival season, the min-
istry points out that given the
high cost of gold , even a
small error in measurement
could cause a considerable
loss to the consumer. And
there are reports of jewellers
cheating consumers by short
weighing gold ornaments. It
is therefore important to
make certain that jewellers
are not using unverified bal-
ances or balances that are not
prescribed or approved.

The ministry has also
referred to complaints against
hotels, restaurants, cinema
halls, airports, railway and
bus stations for charging
more than the maximum
retail price (MRP) on packed
foods such as soft drinks and
bottled water and suggested
more checks in this area too.
In the last several years, con-
sumer groupshavereported: - ¢
instances of packed goods;
including tea, oil, ghee, bis-

cuits, toilet soaps, rice and
wheat flour weighing much
less than claimed on the pack.
While these are goods packed
at the manufacturers’ level,
the ministry has also received
a large number of complaints
from consumers about food-
grains and other essential
household items packed by
large department stores. Such
packages not only do not
carry all the label information
such as the date of packing
and expiry required under the
Packaged Commodities
Rules as well as the Preven-
tion of Food Adulteration
Rules, but have aiso been
found to weigh much less
than claimed on the label. So
the ministry has suggested
verifications in this area too.
Under the Weights and Mea-
sures (Enforcement) Act,
short filling could invite a
maximum fine of Rs 5000 in
the first instance and for the
second offense committed
within three years, the impris-
onment could be as long as
five years.

Consumer groups should
make use of this opportunity
to the fullest. Participating in
these inspections would give
them an insight into various
unfair trade practices indul-
ged in by traders and help
them educate consumers
about it. For example, jew-
ellers should use only class 1
and 2 weighing machines for
weighing gold or jewellery
and the weighing machines
should be inside a glass case
and at the time of weighing,
the door of the glass case
must be shut so that external
factors such as a strong wind
blowing from a fan or a cool-
er does not affect the accura-
cy of the weight.

The presence of consumer
representatives during

inspections would ensure: ;.. |

transparency and prevent.
corrupt practices.

Sardar Lal Singh
Vice Chairman, PIDB
& Finance Minister, Pqnjab

S. Partap Singh Bajwa
Public Works Minister,
Punjab

PUNJAB INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Moves ahead on upgradation of Road Infrastructure in the State

At Sidliwéii Bétv on Jagraon-Nak(’)darﬁRoad

Capt. Ama

by

S. Amarjit Singh Samra

Revenue and Rehabilitation

Minister, Punjab

rinder Singh
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Punjab
on 15th September, 2003 at 10.30 A.M.

in the august presence of

S. Gurbinder Singh Atwal
Parliamentary Secretary,
Industries, Punjab

by crash barrier.
®

J.S. Gill, 1As

Chief Secretary-cum-Chairman,
Executive Committee, PIDB

« 3rd High Level Bridge completed by PIDB.
« Bridge with superstructure in precast -
**. pretensioned |-beam girders of 35.30 metre
span with cycle track on either side separated .

Member Secretary, PIDB

¢ Length of Bridge : 810.00 metre.

Total project cost : Rs. 39.80 crore (guide
bunds under progress).

Connecting road to Jagraon and Nakodar side
under upgradation at costof Rs. 12.74 crore.

ALL ARE CORDIALLY INVITED

. K.R. Lakhanpal, 1as

Principal Secretary Finance-cum-

Sudhir Mital, 1As
Secretary Public Works
B&R Branch

Vini Mahajan, 1As
Managing Director,
PIDB
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SecurePlus
CashPlus

Introducing SegurePlus and CashPlus Surprisingly
simple life insurance policies, that offer you truly
superior benefits. These unique policies are
designed  to give you all the benefits of your
endowment policy without any of the rigidity, by

Superior Flexibility ;: You can not only choose your
premium amount but also choose and switch
between the 3 levels of sum assured, in keeping
with your changing protection needs. Moreover,

you can receive your maturity benefits as a lump sum
or as annual tax-free installments in 3 or 5 years.

Superior Liquidity You

withdrawing your money from the 6th year onwards*.

Superior Transparency : It enables you to track your
policy value and gives details of where your monies
are invested at the end of each year.

So invest in these superior policies and enjoy the
benefits they offer at no additional cost.

We cqvero. At every step in life.

Chandigarh : 717 066, Jalandhar/Ludhiana/Patiala ; 98146 24404 or call your advisor.

have the option of

The above i ion is i of the terms,

inthe i

policy. |

% and ions are subject to market risks. For further details and risk factors, please refer to the policy
" documentand product brochure. SecurePlus Form No. U11. CashPlus Form No. U12. Insuranceis the subject matter of the solicitation. ICICI Prudential Life Insurance Company Limited. *Available with CashPlus only.
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( by Usha Rai /

second time at Suresh

Delhi government and the Indi-

YOU will not gL}isLa_Mngal government, the

Kamdar, 70, if you see
him in a bus or on the mean
streets of the Capital. With his
regeding hairline, his modest
build and mundane pant and
shirt outfit, he looks just anoth-
er gracefully aging Indian. But
Suresh is different. He is the
dayen - of voluntary blood
donors: In a span of 38 years
frgm October 1962 to Novem-
beg 2000 he has donated the
mest precious gift a human
being can give, blood, 151
tipes. It is a record, he main-
tains.

Rinally, at 67 years of age he
has stopped his life’s mission
not because he could not or
would not give the sap of life-
bug the blood banks felt it was
no-longer medically ethical to
accept blood from such a senior
citizen. Now he is busy roping
in young donors to the cause of

‘huymanity. Kamdar has donated
his eyes and his body for
research after his death.

I first met Suresh Kamdar in
1989 when he was donating
blgod for the 100th time at the
LNJP Hospital in Delhi. There
was applause all around as he
climbed off the table to have a
steaming cup of coffee and the
eight chappaties that would see

reached home in the evening.
Nept even the AIDS scarce
diminished his enthusiasm for
dopating blood. He would com-
mute by bus visiting clients and
trying to get business for his
printing press. Once in three
menths he would stop by a hos-
pital and donate blood. There is
hatdly any recognised hospital
or blood bank that has not been
enriched by his blood.

If he has been feted as a hero,
it is only by the blood banks,
the Lions Club of Delhi, the

hig through the day till he-

an Red Cross Society that gave
him membership for life. He
has also been awarded gold
and silver medals and has fig-
ured once in the Limca Book of
Records, But the bigger recog-
nition like an Ashoka Chakra
or a Padma Shree has eluded
him. Though there is a terrible
shortage of blood all over the
country and the AIDS scare
has further aggravated the
scarcity, no man or woman,
who voluntarily gives blood at
regular intervals, has been con-
sidered for the highest civilian
honours.

There was no special motiva-
tion for Suresh Kamdar’s blood
donation obsession. It started in
1962 when he was just 29. He
was accompanying a Gujarati
lady undergoing treatment at
Calcutta Medical College,
when he saw an elderly Bengali
lady desperately in need of
blood. The four relatives who
accompanied the old lady were
reluctant to give blood. Some-
thing triggered off in young
Kamdar’s mind. The old lady
reminded him of his mother and
to the surprise of everyone he
offered his blood.

After giving blood he felt so
good that he decided to make it
2 habit. The blood bank doctor,
M N Manmatha Roy, encour-
aged him and advised him to
stay vegetarian, avoid liquor
and food that may have been
cooked in an unsanitary man-
ner. Suresh has abided by those
golden rules and remains
healthy to this day. Just SID A
tall, Suresh’s weight has been
constant at 62 kg. He has never
felt weak or giddy.

Suresh has been pursuing his
mission so quietly and diligent-
ly that even his wife and fami-
ly did not know about it till he

Suresh Kamdar (lefty being honoured on d

g it with a bit of blood

No special motivation for Suresh Kamdar’s obsession

For the Kargil wa
organised a camp and

r victims, Kamdar
collected 400 units of

blood. From donating blood, Suresh is now

equally
their eyes and other
He goes to grieving
post-mortem units

determined to get people to donate

organs before death.,
relatives outside the
of hospitals gently

persuading them to donate the dead
relative’s eyes and other organs for medical
research

gave blood for the 20th time.
The family was not too happy
about his- obsession but they
did not stop him or, more like-

—

ly, could not stop him.

In 1989 when Suresh was
being bled for the hundredth
time, his ambition was to sur-
pass a record of 150 donations
set-in Mumbai. Suresh cannot
+ fecallthename of the donor, but

stil a junior in the voluntary
S‘,‘l,ood donation scene, he met in
#lumbai’s St George’s hospital
f/ Dilip Udeshi, a cloth merchant,
 who had donated blood over
100 times. It was wonderful
meeting, Suresh recalls. When
Udeshi gave blood for the 100th
time, the hospital presented him
with a diamond ring. Udeshi
would sit in the hospital from 4
p.m. to 7 p:m. encouraging peo-

onating blood for the 120th time.

- could not be a better way of

he read about his record ir the.
Gujarati media. While he was

ple to give blood and discourag-
ing others from going to profes-
sional donors.

There are other voluntary
blood donors like Surgsh who
have donated blood 50, 60 and
80 times. There was a doctor
who came to J.P. Hospital reg-
ularly twice a year from Mt
Abu to give blood on his par-
ents’ birthdays. He felt there

honouring them! Inspired by
Suresh Kamdar, in April 1991
Zaveri jewellers decided to cel-
cbrate their 21st year in the
Capital by 150 employees
donating blood along with fam-
ily members.

Even if he is nno longer donating
blood, Suresh Kamdar cofitinues
to motivate and inspire others to
do so. For the Kargil war vietims,
Kamdar organised a camp and
collected 400 units of blood: |
From dp_r,\atingv? Qds-Suresh 184
now equally détermined td"get .
people to donate their eyes and
other organs before death. He
goes to grieving relatives outside
the post-mortem units of hospitals
gently persuading them to donate
the dead relative’s eyes and other
organs for medical research. He
has himself donated his eyes after {
death so that someone else-¢an
see and his body for medical {
research. Wish there were more. §
people like Suresh Kamdar.
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Torch-

earers of hope in Kashmir

Young women being trained for pre-primary schooling

by Usha Rai

HEY are the brightest
faces to be seen in the
Kashmir valley. Faces

scrubbed clean, there is hope in
their eyes — the hope that they
can now rebuild their lives seen
all across the Valley. Some were
wearing the burga, some had cov-
ered their heads discreetly with
the chaddar. But most of them
wore their salwar kameez like
any other college youngster in a
metropolis, their heads bared to
the world. Handpicked, these 33
young women are the torch-bear-
ets, who hope to bring to villages
in the Valley for the first time pre-
primary education.

For young girls, who
had done their
schooling, and some
even their graduation,
there were no
opportunities for

. employment

There were just no education-
al opportunities for children

below six in the villages of

Kashmir Valley and Ladakh.
Pre-primary schooling was the
preserve of the elite. For young
girls who had done their school-
ifg, and some even their gradu-
ation, there was no opportunity
for employment or entrepreneur-
ship. With over a decade of mil-

itancy in the Valley parents were
too frightened to send their girls
out to work and there was no
work in their villages.

But Noor-ul-Sama, Safia Jan,
Zaboora Akthar, Bushra Khalid,
Fouzia Zahoor and Rubeena
Bano are eager to contribute to
the family klItV any of the 33
girls, undergjomg a nine months'
intensive course to start a pre-pri-
mary school in their homes in the
villages, have lost a brother or a
father and need to work to keep
the family fires burning.

Thanks to Vice-Chancellor
J.A K. Tareen, this June Kashmir
University began a major initia-
tive to select educated girls lan-
guishing in villages in the poor-

est and most backward districts of

the Valley and train them to be
educational entrepreneurs. The
girls have been brought to the
Home Science Department of the
university and are being put
through their paces. After com-
pleting their course, they will go
back to their homes and set up
schools with Rs 55,000 provided
by the university for teaching
aids. The Human Resource
Development Ministry at the
Centre has agreed to contribute
another Rs 50,000 for each pre-
primary school.

Prof Tareen has been concerned
about the dropout rate in schools.
Education for those aged three to
seven and 18 to 20, he feels, is
vital for human development, par-
ticularly in the rural areas. For
Zaboora (28) and a science grad-

Parents are too frightened to send their girls out to work . Photo Reuters

uate from YK Pura, Kazigund,
Anantnag district, life came to a
standstill last year when her elder
brother, Mohammed Yunus, who
she was very close to and who
was constantly motivating her to
study and make something of her
life, was killed. He had three chil-
dren and Zaboora feels the man-
tle has now fallen on her shoul-
ders to ensure their education and
care. But the atmosphere in her
village is repressive. Girls are not
encouraged to go out or talk to
boys. They have to stay at home.
There are thick jungles adjoining
her village and when the Army or
militants are in the vicinity, the
vigilance over young women in
the villages is stricter.

In fact, Zaboora inaugurated the
Press Institute of India's work-
shop on media and regional
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development at Srinagar Univer-
sity because she symbolises the
aspirations and dreams of a peo-
ple suppressed by over a decade
of militancy awakening to a new
world of hope, of seeking to
rebuild their lives.

Though many of these girls
have learnt to cope with death and
trauma, suddenly an incident
shatters the carefully nurtured
confidence. After the Press Insti-
tute function, when she went
home for the weekend, the entire
village turned out to felicitate her
for they had all seen her on TV.
Zaboora was on top of the world.
But soon after she heard that the
fiance of her best friend had been
killed in an encounter the very
day she was on the podium of
Kashmir University. As Zabgora
recounted her story, there were
sobs and moist eyes in the class-
room because all these girls
empathised with her. Some of
them were hearing Zaboora's
story for the first time.

Noor-ul-Sama from Kulgam,
Anantnag, has given up her B.Sc
course to join the scheme for
popularising pre-primary edu-
cation in the rural areas because
she has always dreamed of
becoming a school teacher.
There were only 12 girls in a
class of 50 at the secondary
stage. Because her parents are
educated and her mother works$

for the government, she was
encouraged to go to Anantnag to
do her senior secondary school-
ing. She was the only girl in her
class. This bright, alert young-
ster penned down a poem about
her past, which like Zaboora's
seems to have been troubled:
"Whenever I remember my past,
I weep and keep a fast.

The days, the nights and the time -

Which I have lost."

After a long, heart-warming
chat with the class of 33 when
barriers of reticence and shyness
were crossed, it was Noor who
plucked up courage to ask:
"Ma'am, do you think all Muslims
are militants?" This was a ques-
tion that troubled her and her col-
leagues greatly. While one quick,
light-hearted response was : "But
what a pretty militant you would
make." It took some time to con-
vince the young girls that such
sentiments were not shared by the
general public.

Questioned about their dress
code and whether there was any
compulsion for them to wear the
burga or keep their heads cov-
ered, the response varied from
"We want to keep with the times
while maintaining our dignity.
This is a highly competitive
world", to "depending on the cul-
ture of our village we choose our
dress code." i

—Grassroots Feature Netw ork

Consumer rights

‘Lucky draws’ no
longer lure buyers

by Pushpa Girimaji

IKE the previous years,
I this year too manufactur-

ers of white goods went
all out to woo consumers during
Divali. Of course, their adver-
tisements spoke less about the
quality of products and more
about the 'lucky draws' and the
prizes that a lucky consumer
would win. If you noticed, there
was a slight shift in the market-
ing strategy this year. While in
the earlier years, the accent was
on free gifts that accompanied
every purchase ( such as a
music system with a television
set), this year, the manufactur-
ers relied on ‘lucky draws’ to
entice consumers.

If you ask me, a flat reduction
in the price of the product that
helps all consumers would be
far more preferable to lucky
draws that benefit only a few. In
fact a consumer would probably
get a better deal post-Divali’
when dealers are anxious to
offload unsold stocks and are
willing to cutprices in order to
sell. Depending on your persua-
sive and bargaining skills you
can get the price reduced (on
the MRP) by as much as 20 per
cent. And with reduced crowds,
the retailer gives you better
attention too.

For several years now, manu-
facturers have used gifts and
lotteries to influence consumer
choice and have succeeded too.
But I do feel that it’s time man-
ufacturers re-examined their
marketing strategies because I
don’t think these gifts and lot-
teries excite Indian consumers
the way they did some years
ago. First of all, the novelty has
worn off and with it, the excite-
ment of getting something free.
Second, consumers are slowly
becoming quality conscious and
so these allurements mean very
little if the products’ quality is
not good. Third, they are quite
skepucal about the gifts being,
really and totally free as made
out. In fact for several years, the

.., them expect you to pay 25 per
. cent of the cost.of the product at

MRTPC investigated into these
schemes to find out whether the
consumer was being made to
pay more for these schemes and
whether the 'free gifts' were
really free or whether the price
of the gift was recovered either
fully or partially from the con-
sumer by increasing the price of
the product prior to the
announcement of such gift
schemes. And the Commission
did haul up several manufactur-
ers following such investiga-
tions.

Fourth, certain unpleasant
experiences with gift schemes
have made the consumer wary
of them. For example, there
have been cases where the
accompanying gift took several
months and reminders to arrive.
In some cases, the gifts were of
substandard quality and without
any warranty or guarantee.
There were also complaints that
consumers did not want the
model that came as a free gift
and the dealer was unwilling to
exchange it for a better model,
despite the consumer offering to
pay the difference in price.
Fifth, once upon a time, a mid-
dle class household did not have
these products and if some of
them came by way of gifts, they
were more than welcome. But
today, most homes have these
and therefore are not so inter-
ested in them.

Today the preference is for
quality goods that come at a
reasonable price and a promise
of prompt and good after sales
service. As for gifts and prizes,
I think the consumer would pre-
fer a cut in the price of the
product than an unwanted gift!
Interest-free loans can also be
an added incentive, provided
they are really interest-free,
with no hidden costs and the
down payment at the time of
purchase is not heavy. (Most of

the time of purchase).
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by Usha Rai

HE Andaman and Nicobar
islands are so far away from
the mainland that no one
seems to bother about what is hap-
pening to the indigenous people of

'the island, particularly the aborig-

inal tribal communities that have
lived on the islands for centuries.
‘These people who have not ven-
tured out of the forests till quite
recently are falling prey to modern
development and diseases.

With a third of the 340-km-long
Andaman Trunk Road cutting
through the Jarawa territory, heavy
logging of timber from forest
reserves that were their exclusive
home, increasing encroachment
on forest lands and the deluge of
people from the mainland on the
tiny islands, it's a doomsday sce-
nario for the indigenous people.
They number less than 40,000 in
a total population of 5,00,000.
While the population of the
Andamanese is down to 28 (1991)
from 625 in 1901, the Onges are
down to 100 (2001) from 672 in
1901, the Jarawas to 250 (2001)
from 468 in 1901. The population
of the fourth tribe of Negrito ori-
gin, the Sentinelese, is also spiral-
ing downwards. Only the popula-
tion of the Nicobarese (of Mon-
goloid origin) has been increasing
— from 5,962 in 1901 to 21,172
in 1991.

Efforts by NGOs like Kalpavr-
ish and SANE (Society for
Andaman and Nicobar Ecology)
to protect the local indigenous

people have failed and even the

rulings of the Supreme Court

seem to have got the short shrift.

The story of the Troubled
Islands (a collection of articles
that have appeared in newspapers
and magazines) has been com-
piled in the form of a small,
extremely well illustrated booklet
by Pankaj Sekhsaria, an actiyist
who has spent a lot of time
researching and documenting
developments on the islands. The

People who have not
ventured out of the
forests till quite
recently are
falling prey to
development and
diseases

Andaman Trunk Road (ATR), that
connects Port Blair in South
Andamans to Diglipur in the
North, was once flaunted as the
road that would bring develop-
ment to the island. Instead it has
brought disease and death. A third
of the road cuts through Jarawa
territory. The protests against the
road from environmentalists,

‘anthropologists and the Jarawas

themselves were ignored and the
situation escalated into violence.
Large tracts of the virgin, ever-

green forests were destroyed.

The immunity that the Jarawas
enjoyed living in isolation'has gone.
There was a devastating measles
epidemic in 2000 resulting in sev-
eral deaths. It is estimated that 34
to 40 per cent of the tribals have
contracted hepatitis or malaria.

Huge amounts of money (over
Rs 15 crore) and timber are used
annually to maintain the road. The
SANE estimates that some 12,000
cu. m. of timber from the evergreen
forests is used for maintenance of
the road. Combine this with the
80,000 cu. m. of timber officially
logged from these islands every
year and you can get an idea of the
destruction caused to the forests.
The ATR, says Pankaj, ““is a perfect
example of shortsighted planning,
as it is not even the best way to
travel in the islands. The tradition-
al inhabitants of these islands have
always used the sea route because
all the towns in the Andamans are
located on the coast.”

With the plying of vehicles on the
ATR a Jarawa boy injured an arm
and another suffered a fracture on
the foot. It was one of the injured
boys, Enmey, who was hospital-
ized at Port Blair and enjoyed local
hospitality, who is prabably
responsible for the coming out of
the Jarawas. Though the older trib-
als are shunning the road and the
ills it brings their sheltered lives,
the younger ones, more curious,
are often seen on the road. At any
given time 25 to 30 of them of 14
to 21 years are always on the road.
Pankaj has a series of photographs
of a young tribal woman running
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A Jarawa wéman receiving food from a bus passenger

beside a bus stret€hing her hand
and collecting a packet of biscuits
from the bus driveri Since there are
a number of busesithat ply on the
ATR, there is no khowing what is
handed to the Jarawas. Pankaj says
there are confirmgd reports that
vices like tobacce, gutkha and
alcohol have been introduced and
the Jarawas are getfing addicted to
them. Additionallyj there are also
reports of sexual exploitation of the
Jarawa women.

Among the many recommenda-
tions of the Supreme Court
appointed Shekhat Singh Com-
mission is a ban on the felling of
trees and collection of non-timber
forest products from the Little
Andaman Island; a complete ban
on any wood based units for 10
years; relocating small scale wood
based units (saw gmills) within
industrial areas orgnext to forest
offices where theyican be moni-
tored; no further r ﬁ ularisation of
encroachments on forest land and
the closure of ATR! to vehicular

traffic from Miletilak in South
Andamans to the northern bound-
ary of S. Andaman Island. It should
also be closed to all traffic from
Kadamtala in Middle Andamans to
Kaushalya Nagar. This, it said,
should be done in three months.
Further, no person except for the
Jarawas living in the reserve should
be allowed to enter the reserve
unless he/she is permitted by the
Prinicipal Chief Conservator of
Forests or select senior officials of
the local administration.

In May 2002, the Supreme Court
accepted the Shekhar Singh report
with some modifications. “The

upreme Court proposes, the local
administration disposes,” says
Pankaj. Deadlines set have gone
but some of the key orders contin-
ue to remain unimplemented.

Attempts to mainstream the
tribals will only finish them. “It
is not a question of choice but one
of survival,” say all those on the
islands seeking to protect them
and their culture.

Delhi Durbar

Omar Abdullah
as Envoy to US?

The US remains the most sought
after diploamtic assignment in
New Delhi. A little bird discov-
ered this week that a high-pro-
file candidate has joined the race
for the post of Indian Ambas-
sador in Washington. The post is
due to fall vacant in March next
when Mr Lalit Mansingh com-
pletes his tenure.

Till now, former Foreign Sec-
retary Kanwar Sibal and Cabi-
net Secretary Kamal Pande
were said to be inthe race for
the hot seat. The latest doing the
rounds in knowledgeable circles
here is that of Omar Abdullah,
President of the National Con-
ference and former Minister of
State for External Affairs.
Abdullah’s advocates are con-
vinced that he would be able to
win over the Americans.

No to Sonia
photo

Congress president Sonia Gand-
hi’s birthday earlier this month
did not remain untouched by the
party’s factional politics in Pun-
jab. The groups led by Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh and
Agriculture Minister Rajinder
Kaur Bhattal greeted Sonia
Gandhi separately at her 10 Jan-
path residence. Sonia went
inside her house after accepting
the greetings of the gathering.
Soon the “Bhattal group”
demanded a photograph with
her. Sonia’s photograph with
any Congress group now could
have led to speculation which
her access managers were in no
mood to oblige. They politely
told the “Bhattal group” that
Madam would not return.

Andhra polls
on March 5?

The just-concluded assembly
elections in five states were per-
haps not the semi-finals for the
India Cup due in 2004. The real

semi-final may well be on March
5 when Andhra Pradesh is slated
to have assembly elections.
Political circles say the Election
Commission, which has infor-
mally indicated this date to the
powers that be, is going to make
a formal announcement to this
effect in the second week of Jan-
uary. Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
was here early this week and had
closed-door discussions with
Vajpayee and Advani. Political
grapevine has it that during this
visit the BJP and TDP decided
that they would contest the
assembly polls together.

Amar Singh’s
offer to Benazir

Samajwadi Party leader Amar
Singh, known for celebrating
New Year eves in style, invited
Benazir Bhutto to join in the
party in Dubai where he would
be accompanied by Bachchans,
among others. Singh first asked
her phone number and then said
“I will take it from Karan”.
Singh was not referring to
Karan Johar, the celebrated Bol-
lywood director, but to journal-
ist Karan Thapar, a classmate of
Bhutto in UK decades ago.

Laloo as SAARC
leader

Laloo Prasad Yadav won the
hearts of millions of Pakistanis
when he bowled them over with
his wit, humour and Lalooisms
during his visit to Pakistan earlier
this year. And the RJD supremo
is well aware of this. He confided
into one of the organisers of
SAFMA (South Asian Free
Media Asssociation) that now he
wanted to visit Bangladesh. As a
wag put it: India is proving to be
a pond to the whale called Laloo;
now he wants to become a
SAARC leader. Watch this space.

Contributed by Satish Misra,

Anita  Katyal, S. ' Satya-
narayanan, Prashant Sood and
Rajeev Sharma
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Strengthening
the hands
that CREATE

“Based on the success of Kisan Credit Cards,
we have decided to provide credit cards
facility to all eligible artisans, weavers and
fishermen. The rate of interest on loans
given to them will be reduced to 9% a year.”

- Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
(Address to the Nation, Independence Day, 2003)

Today, that promise translates into a reality
through Credit Card. A new scheme
launched to meet credit needs of this
important sector of Indian Economy.
Credit limits of upto Rs. 2 lakh without
collaterals on the basis of Identity Cards
issued by Development Commissioner

(Handlooms) and

Commissioner (Handicrafts).

Development
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0 EING in a government
B hospital, even if it is one of
i the top ones in the country,
. can be a nightmarish experience.
~ Nurses are never around to help
‘you when you need them, though
. ithey have no compunctions about
' waking you up at the crack of
i+ dawn to take the temperature even
| though there is no symptom of
- fever. It is a job that has to be
. done. So irrespective of whether
“you slept at night or not, the light
is switched on and the thermome-
ter shoved under the tongue or

. under the armpit.
* Even in the post-operative
recovery room, where most
patients are groaning and moan-
ing as they surface from their
anaesthesia and painkillers, nurs-
€8 are scarce. Your family or the

friends - my guardian angels
when I was in distress. They
would get me that much-needed
cup of tea from the dhabhawala
outside AIIMS; -allow me to
Jjump the queue (ahead of them)
for the x-ray when they saw I was
in too much pain to stand waiting
indeterminately, or even pick my
blood reports.

After the operation all of us
were in the same post-operative
recovery room. As we resurfaced
from the surgery our attention
was on the fourth bed in our unit
and the young schoolgirl Rashme
from Patna, who had undergone a
major spinal surgery and was in
agonising pain. She would neither
eat nor drink. She seemed almost
lifeless. All of us coaxed her to
eat, assured her she would recov-

| Lack of infrastructure and poor nursing care
did not bother us too much because we had
+ shared the ups and downs of a major surgery
in a big city hospital. It was a
unique bonding

rsonal attendant that is per-
: ‘into the ward has to do
e rerything, from providing bed-
pans to catching your vomit. The
sole nurse on duty in the recov-

icines, giving injections and fix-
. ing the drip.|: :
' But this lack of professional
. care and even basic infrastruc-
- ture is more than compensated by
. the unique bonding that occurs
among patients and the ones
attending on them. It was at the
All India Institute of Medical
‘giences_ that 1 underyvent this
ly psychic experience. I first
r Sahni, the 74-year-old,
s to undergo a knee
replacement surgery, and the
young Oriya lady, who had come
all the way from Bhubaneswar to
have a recurrent tumour removed
from her knee joint;a day before
surgery. | e
The three of us were being
operated on the same day and
were herded together for x-rays,
ECG, blood tests and the works.
As we exchanged notes and
empathised with one another we
became caring people. Their rel-
atives and attendants became my

_ery room is busy dispensing med-

er and would keep calling out
encouragements to her from our
respective beds. The mother, who
had been staying in an ashram for
two months with her daughter
waiting for private room at
AIIMS, seemed to be leaning to
us for moral support and we gave
it happily.

Back in our respective rooms in
the new private ward, the bond-
ing, the encouragement contin-
ued. Walking with the support of
a walker I would call on Mr

' Sahni morning and evening to

find out why he was not up and
about. The man had been bedrid-
den so long that he was almost
scared to try his repaired limbs.
Seeing me he somehow got
courage to get on his feet. Soon
we were exchanging notes on
who was doing how many rounds
of walking. Since there was a
shortage of wheel chairs, weialsa
worked out an arrangement to
share the wheel chair that would
take us for physiotherapy.

The lady from Orissa took a
long time to recover. Her hus-
band was longing to get home to
his two young school going chil- .
dren who he had left in the care

of a maid. His job, his children
had all been kept on hold as he
nursed his wife day and night
through her second operation on
the same knee. Rashme was in
the old private ward of AIIMS
and we did not get a chance to
see her progress.

Fifteen days after surgery when
I went to get the neat row of
stainless steel staplers, that served
as stitches, removed, who should
I see but Rashme and her mother.
. The young girl's spine was
straight again and she was a
happy teenager waiting to get
back to school in Patna. I met Mr
Sahni again on a visit to AIIMS.
He was no longer in his wheel
chair. The lady from Orissa [ am

sure is back, happily ensconced in‘

the warmth of her'young ones.

The lack of infrastructure in
the hospital, the poor nursing
care did not bother us too much
because we had shared the ups
and downs of a major surgery in
a big city hospital. It was a
unique bonding.
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Patients stretch themselves on the All India Institute o

orging a bond in a government hospital |

Patients do their own sharing and caring

by Usha Rai
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f Medical Sciences campus. Photo: Kamal Singh

AIIMS: a look back

MONG the temples of modem
India which Jawaharlal Nehru
designed was‘a centre of excel-
lence in the|medical sciences.
Nehru's dream'was that such a cen-
tre would set the pace for medical
education and research in South-
East Asia , and in this he had the
whole-hearted support of his Health
Minister, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur.
The health survey and develop-
ment committee chaired by Sir
Joseph Bhore, an Indian Civil Ser-
vant officer, had in 1946 already
recommended the establishment

| of a national medical centre which
‘waould.€aneentrate on meeting the

need for highly qualified manpow-
er to look after the nation's expand-
ing health care activities.

The dreams of Nehru and Amrit
Kaur and the recommendations of
the Bhore Committee converged to
create a proposal which found
favour with the government of
New Zealand. A generous grant
from New Zealand under the
Colombo Plan made it possible to
lay the foundation stone of the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) in 1952. The AIIMS was
finally created in 1956 as an
autonomous institution through an
Act of Parliament to serve as a
nucleus for nurturing excellence in
all aspect of health care.

The All-India Institute of Medical
Sciences was established to devel-
op patterns of teaching in under-
graduate and postgraduate medical

education in all its branches so as
to demonstrate a high standard of
medical education in India; to bring
together in one place educational
facilities of the highest order for the
training of personnel in all impor-
tant branches of health activity;
and to attain self-sufficiency in
postgraduate medical education.
The Institute has comprehensive
facilities for teaching, research and
patient care. As provided in the
Act, the AIIMS conducts teaching
programmes in medical and para-
medical courses both at the under-
graduate and postgraduate levels
and awards its own degrees; Teach- |

ing and research are conducted in |/

42 disciplines. In the field of med-
ical research the AIIMS leads, hav-
ing more than 600 research publi-
cations by its faculty and
researchers in a year. The AIIMS
also runs a College of Nursing and
trains students for B.Sc. (Hons.).

Twentyfive clinical departments,
including four super specialty cen-
tres, manage practically all types
of disease conditions with support
from pre-and para-clinical depart-
ments. However, burn cases, dog-
bite cases and patients suffering
from infectious diseases are not
entertained in the AIIMS. It also
manages a 60-beded hospital in
the Comprehensive Rural Health
Centre at Ballabgarh in Haryana
and provides health cover to about
2.5 lakh people through the Cen-
tre for Community Medicine.
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Rule book

"'"‘*'ﬂouted

Former Foreign Secretary
| Kanwal Sibal, who retired
/| last month, was known to

/| be a stickler to rules till the
| last but when the news of

© posting of his Director

| Renu Pal to Washington as
1l Minister Press became pub-
| lic, eyebrows were raised.

¥? Ms Renu Pal; who had

| been brought to the Foreign
§ Secretatry Office from
¥ Paris where she had
worked along with Mr
¥ Sibal, was rewarded for her
' work by her boss who went
out of the way to award her
I an A plus station by an
| unprecedented executive
 order which has to be
mandatorily signed by all
§ the Secretaries.
¢ What has ruffled the feath-
1 ers in the imposing South
Block is that Mr Sibal cir-
cumvented the well-defined
rules that an officer would
be posted to a B or C station
after he or she has served in
an A station.
From Paris to Washington
via Delhi means from A to
| A plus.

‘4 Lobbying for
Washington

| With a few months left for
the return of Indian Ambas-
sador Lalit Mansingh from
Washington, lobbying for

' the key posting has intensi-
fied in the Capital. Leading
the race are former Foreign
Secretary Kanwal Sibal and

| Cabinet Secretary Kamal
Pande.

Mr Pande, who is related
| t0 Human Resource Devel-
| opment Minister Murli

Manohar Joshi and has an
excellent rapport with
Deputy Prime Minister L K
Advani, with whom he had
worked in tandem as the
Home Secretary, seems to
have the upper hand but
then Mr Sibal is no
|, pushover as a little bird
tells us that his case is
being lobbied by a top offi-
cial. Mr Sibal, who was on
the verge of getting an
extension as Foreign Secre-
| tary, lost out only at the last
# minute.

Punjab Govt
} outwitted

|| The Punjab Government

| was clearly outwitted by

it former Chief Minister

4 Parkash Singh Badal’s
‘llawyers in securing bail for
him and his son within a
week of his being remanded
Jlin judicial custoy by the
“Special Court at Ropar.

" Badal’s counsel Harish
“Salve had drawn a two-

‘pronged strategy to take up

the matter simultaneously at
the trial court and the
Supreme Court, raising a
question over the legality of
the Special Judge’s order
refusing interim bail to the
Shiromani Akali Dal leader.
On the other hand, the
Punjab Government, repre-
sented by a battery of sen-
ior advocates, includingP
Chidambaram, Udai Lalit = §
and Rajiv Dutta, seems to
have failed to judge the
moves of the opposite
party. Withdrawal of their
petition from the apex court |
for transfer of their case |
outside Punjab after getting |
the bail gives an indication
that its filing was also a
well calculated move.

Wine and |
cheese parties |

Come December, the party |
scene assumes a frentic
pace. But what is new this |
year is that wine and ‘
cheese parties are becom-
ing increasingly popular {
and sought after if the ‘
attendance at such dosis |
any indication. Many seek |
invitations, but others gate-'
crash to such parties as the
hosts can’t afford to send
them packing as they
invariably describe them-
selves as members of the
the Fourth Estate.

NRI minister
in Canada

Ontario in Canada boasts
of having the largest South
Asian community. Indians
there are on cloud nine as
one of their community
has been made transporta-
tion minister. Harinder
Takhar’s appointment as
transportation minister
was announced by Prime
Minister Dalton McGuinty
last month.

A jobless Takhar, 52,
went to Canada in 1974.
He is the first South Asian

in the legislature of thef
. .province and will oversee

an $ 800 million budget.
Takhar is known for his
public service and business
acumen. He was an associ-
ate director of education
and chief financial officer
of the Peel District School
Board, one of the biggest in
Canada, for the last nine
years. Takhar’s minister-
ship is the culmination of
his experience of studying
through night school to get
a Canadian degree even as
his day jobs, includedg
selling shoes and working
in factories. Takhar is mar-
ried to Balwinder and the
couple have two daughters.

Contributed by  Satish
Misra, Rajeev Sharma and
S.S. Negi

SOHANA (ROPAR)

e Formation of OLD STUDENTS
ASSOCIATION is going to be held on
21.12.2003 (Sunday) at 10.30 a.m. in the
school premises. All concerned who passed
‘matric and +2 from this school are cordially
invited on this Golden Jubilee Year

Ph: 0160-2258300,
. 0172-2701106

(Ram Murti Aggarwal) |
Ex-Principal

No:ENG:CS:2003/2004/1101

One year
during the office hours.

(GENERAL CONDITIONS:

~ the EMD are liable for rejection.
3) Other conditions apply.

- assigning any reasons.

The Karnataka Stafe Co-operative

;) Marketing Federation Ltd.,
= ‘N,p. 8, Cunningham Road, Bangalore - 560 052.

Phone : 2255091 - 93, 2254862

COLD STORAGES FOR LEASE

‘ ed Tenderers are invited from reputed Cold Storage Companies,

| Co-operatives, Individuals etc., for taking Ammonia based 2500M.Ts,
| capacity Cold Storage Plants situated at Hassan and Kolar, Kamataka on

Lease, fqr a period of one year commencing from 01.02.2004.

' arties may quote their highest lease amount separately for

eriod. For further details the undersigned may be contacted

o 2 74

ol ,‘}1.) Date of issue of Blank Tenderers Forms:- 18-12-2003 to 31 .12.2003.
| 2) Date of submission of Tenders: 06-01-2004 upto 3.00 p.m.

) 3) Date of opening of Tender Forms: 06-01-2004 at 4.00 p.m. onwards.

L) Tender Forms will be issued 6n receipt of Rs. 1000/- +KST Rs. 80/- by
|  cashorbyD.D. drawnin favour of KSCMF Ltd., Bangalore. Those who
wish to obtain Tender Forms by post/courier shall send Rs. 175/- extra.

j 2) Tenderers have to deposit 25% of the quoted L ease amount as EMD in
 the form of Demand Draft drawn in favour of K.S.CM.F. Ltd., payable
. atBangalore along with the Tender. The tenders not accompanying

- The Federation reserves the right to accept or reject the Tender without

Fax: 2265096
Date: 12.12.03

Sd/-
GENERAL MANAGER

*Best power to weight ratio |
: ! Ask anything about Maruti. Anytime. Call 1600 1] 1515 (Toll Free) Or 9811801515 @ Angtirme MARUTI (Service available in B galore, Chandig

Maruti Dealers: CHANDIGARH: Joshi, Ph: 652100 ¢ Modern, Ph: 654666 » Pasco, Ph: 655123. ABOHAR: Tara, Ph: 228313. AMRITSAR: Ja
* Saini, Ph: 2222481 « Swani, Ph: 2240001. LUDHIANA: Gulzar, Ph: 2541777  Saini, Ph: 2542585  Stan, Ph: 2542100
Ph: 251501. PATHANKOT: Pathankot Vehicleades, Ph: 2247064, PATIALA: Hira, Ph: 2209100. SANGRUR: Max, Ph: 239627.
* Shaurya, Ph: 2434343. UDHAMPUR: J & K Vehicleades, Ph: 276266. SRINAGAR: Highland, Ph: 2455055
KARNAL: Karnal Motors, Ph: 2220555 « Modern, Ph: 2261010, PANIPAT: Harisons,
CALL MARUT!I ON-ROAD SERVICE AT 9622-962200 FOR ROUND THE CLOCK,

ustomer Award /| NFO 2002 Automotive study / Autocar India, December 2002.

Jamkash Vehicleades, Ph: 2135576. AMBALA: Modern
Ph: 2667840. SIRSA: Shakti, Ph: 221067. YAMUNANAGAR: Pandit 3747945,
ON-ROAD EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE IN CHANDIGARH, LUDHIANA, AMRITSAR, AMBALA, SONEPAT, PALWAL AND THIRTY FIVE OTHER CITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

Chennal, Delhi, Gurgaon, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Lucknow, Mumbal and Pune.) Visit us at www.esteem.marutiudyog.com

ycee, Ph: 2581334 = Swani, Ph; 2400401. HOSHIARPUR: Hoshiarpur, Ph: 264626. JALLANDHAR: Lovely, Ph: 2237001
° Stan, Ph: 2551020 * Swani, Ph: 2773774. MOGA: Pankaj, Ph: 233950. MUKTSAR: Hira, Ph: 264642. NAWANSHAHR: Lovely,
MANDI: Competent, Ph: 225665. SHIMLA; Goyal, Ph: 2831872. JAMMU: Highland, Ph: 2471221 » Jamkash Vehicleades, Ph: 2466681
, Ph: 2520444, HISSAR: Hissar Motors, Ph: 275751 « Modern, Ph: 220000.




