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December 19, 1946

Sir K. S. Krishnan
c/o Professor I. Fankuchen
85 Livingston Street
Brooklyn 2, New York

Dear Sir:
Dr. McMahon has told us of his pleasant visit with

you during which you inspected the Helium Cryostat built by
us for the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. As an
aside we may add that this unit has been proving very satis-
factory at the Institute and they express great enthusiasm
for it as an aid in their experimental program. Dr. McMahon
has asked that we furnish you with some detailed material
about this equipment which you could use for describing it
to your colleagues at the University of Allahabad. We have
somewhat delayed forwarding this data in order that we might
send you a completely up-to-date description of the apparatus
with its additions. There is also enclosed a photograph of
the unit.

We are now preparing to manufacture a second group
of Cryostats. It is planned to order components for these
units in early January. Dependent upon the availability of
basic materials and components, it is our hope that these
units will be completed by April or May 1947. We shall do
our best to make deliveries at the earliest possible date.
Should it be decided that the University of Allahabad will
order one of these units, it is extremely desirable that
this word reach us by January 15 or very shortly thereafter.

Our second group of units will have incorporated
improvements which have been conceived since the design of
the original lot which, as you know, represented a sub-
stantial improvement over the earliest breadboard model
developed by Professor Collins and Dr. McMahon. Through-
out our development we have endeavored to keep the price of
these units as low as consistent with the development and
shop time necessary to produce a unique apparatus of the
present type. Unfortunately, we have been confronted with
rising costs in basic materials and components. Although
the exact cost to us of the units is still undetermined,
we are prepared to offer a firm price of $20,000 for a
unit to be produced in our second group, this price to be
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accepted not later than January 20, 1947, and to be payable
in United States currency through a Boston or New York bank.
To this price should be added an appropriate allowance for
shipment of the unit. In computing this amount, it may be
assumed that the basic equipment will weigh approximately
1500 pounds before crating.

We look forward to hearing from you in the near
future when you have been able to confer with your colleagues
on the subject of this equipment.

Sincerely yours,
ARTHUR D. LITTL
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