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sjelseceveie

During the last decade afforts made in somse
villgges of India (specially in the hills of
Uttar Pradesh arid more recently in the Uttarkannada
district of Karnataka) to oppose tree felling
Operations in forests near these villagas have
attracted considerable attention. This statement
immediately evokes the méntion of the well-knoun
cHipko (hug the trees) movement, and the mors pecent
but lass wdll know appike (which means the same
'thing'in Kannada) movem8=nt, However we are not

history of gvan remotely attempting a comprechensive- study or/
the chipko-
appiko

movements : :
the scope af One of us (pandurang Umayya) is an activist

our studyc is a limited ona.

of the appiko movemen't who has also made a study of
the chipko movement in Garhwal in the gourss of

‘studying for his mastcr's degree in social work from

Delhi Upiversity and by independent fisld work.

later. The Co-author of this study (Bharat Dogra)

is a Prec lance journalist who has visited some of the
Chipko movement arsas, . when the movement to

5 : ‘
save trees was in progresss
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On the basis of this experience we first
|| describe events at six places whers the movement
took place=~four ‘in Uttar Kannada district and tuo
[ in Tehri Garhwal district. Protests to stop felling.
of trees were mads in several other Villages, but in

. this study us confine ourselues to thess six sitas.
In the segond part of this study, we axamine the :

arguments advanced by thoss whoe have objected to thes€

protest movementsa.

As the village level protests in Uttar Kannade were,
in some rsspects at least; inspired by the similar -
sarlier events in Garhuwal, we fisst describe ths protasts
at two sisas in Garhual, and then follou up this with

four sxamples from Uttarkannada. -

(a)Pzotest at Henvalghati~ ($977<78) In this region the

movement started with prdﬁéété against the sxoessive
gxploitation of pine trees for obtaining resin.' The pine
tree is not liked by the villagers because it does not
provide them Pdﬁder;>1nstead its fallen leaves ars knoun
to harm the Pertility of agricultural fieldse Still in the
context of protecting Himalayan scology and promoting :
conservation of soil and water in this area. it is
necessary that the existing pine tress which cover a
substantial part of ths forest area should be protectad.

To start with procasssions of villagers went
to forests, shouting slogans regarding their determination
to protect thess treese. Ssvsral villagers taking part
in these processions also tied mudsplasters on the
t wounds® (caused by excessive extraction of rasin),o?
the pine tress, symbolising their determination to

protect these trees.!




At the same time ésquests wers mads to ! forest
officials to stop further extraction of resin-in this
area so that the pines can be provided a 'rest period!
to recover from the excessive exploitation of earlier
years. It is a well knoun fact that excessive tapping
of resin, such as had bean taking place in thesec forssts,
man weaken these treaes considarably and they fall doun
evan in storms of mild intensity. At some places it has
besn seen that excessive extraction of resin calszs evsn

more loss of trees in foresis than commercial 'felling,

- Howsvers ‘when the complaints and raguests to the

-

authorities brought no response the protesting peop.is
started plucking out the iron bars inserted into the
hines to Yblsad' them (yield resin)e Small groups of

8 or 10 would march into a forest shousing slogans and
singing songs, and pull out as many bars as pogsibhls
using their hands and simple tools, Village women qoing 1
fatch fusl and fodder also pulled put irmn bars on their

way to the forest and backe.

fhis action finally brought the forss
to inspect the affected forsst area, and
one of them was that the villagers were only d
the department offigials should have done a Loj
Backs Finally the contract for obtaining resin from these

forasts was cancelled.

Meanwhile about 640 trses in the Advani forast
and 273 tress in the Salet forest of the Hemvalghati
region had been auctioned. These included pine tress as
well as tress of the broad leaf speciase. The Chipkao
activists already working among the psople on tha
issug of rasin = extraction decided to mobilise people

for proteoting these trees as well .




protection
of frees was
equivalent
to their
demand for
the

.1 1

A group of village women were threatened with dire -
consequences if they joined this movement but such threats
did not succeed in checking their participation in the
movements As a first step, several women marched into
a forest to tie saored thraads on the trees which had been
marked for felling.' Then in the bitter cold of Decem ber,
the villagors of Hemvalghati assembled in g maeting to
issue a 'Declaration of Rights'. This declaration
emphasised that the ddmand for- the/basic right/of
living as these forests werc an gssential Bart of the .
village life in thesc hills. Even the normally shy hill-

womon spokc at this gathering and said that they did not

Understand the economics of felling trees—-the revenue
this fetched the government or the profits obtained by
the contractor~thay only knew that they experienced

extreme difficulties in meeting their daily needs of fuel,

- fodder and water, sometimes losing their ‘life while

treading diffigult paths and carrying heavy loads,.'

In Salet forest the contractor smuggled in
labourers brought all the way from Kashmir for +the axing
Of trees. However as soon as the local peopla cam&to know
of this they rushed to the forest and saved the trees from

being axcde ls was repeated on ssveral occasions. The
hide and sesk game betusen the contractor and his labourars

on the one hand and ths Chipko activists on the other hand

gontinusd for ssvaral days but the contractors wsre unabls

to cuf more than a feu treas,

The same scene was snacted time and again in the
forest of Advani alsos As soon as the villagers came to
know that the laboursrs were going to the forast to axe the
trees they used to rush from their houses and Pields




to hug the trescs to save thems Finally the contractor
asked the district officials to send a police force

to keep away the villagers from the felling site. A police
force of about 100 men was sent. VYillagers also gathered

in a large number on the day the police came.

The contractory after hurried consultations with
the forestry and police officlals; asked his men to pick
Up axes and sawse. But as soon as the labourers moved
towards the forest the assembled villagers formed themsslwss
into groups of three and four and each group sUrroundsd
a marked trees. Whensver some labourers advanced touwards
one of these trees, they immediately hugged the trse,
olasping their arms firmly aroundcits thick trunk. Women
and children were enthusiastic participants in this trees.
hugginge For more than an hour ‘the fru. .rated gontractor's
meh weRt avound the forest with axes and saws but did
not succeed in felling any trees. Even the police could not
decidae: hou to _break this unigue form of opposition to the
Pelling of trees. After waiting for over.an hour, the

officials consulted each othaer and decided to go backs

After some days the auctions af trees in Salet

and Advani forests were officially cancelled.

 (b) Badiyargad- In 1978-79,2365 trees were to Dbe

pelled in the Malgaddi forest of Badiyargad regione
Unlike in the Henwalghati region, this area had no
previous exposure to the message of the Chipko movement,
some villagers had hsard about the movement. They
managed to obtain the address of some Chipko activists,
and wurote to them about the tree felling work being

planned in their areau
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Two chipko activists, Kunwar Prasun and Vijay
Jdardhari, managed to reach this area some days before
the contractor, They started visiting the interior to
spread the message af opposzt¢on to felling of trass,
Initiglly the raesponse of the villagers uwas good, specially

as this area had been the site of a disastrous landslide
dus tg which five persons had died in the villags of
BDhaldhung,:

‘ Problems arose for the Chipko activists houwever,
vunun some of flolaln od<st;‘~ i:to discourage people from
.J01nln9 the movement. On tha one hand they ‘held out the
threat of legal actieon against those who partinipated in
. the mouemenu. Such threat-s specigally affected the
vmllltary personnel on leave in the villages On the other

hand these officials affer ed bctcer Jjobs and education and

~;dr1nk1ﬁg'uutar fabllltlEb if - they did not participate

in the movenent. Thc house DF an 1nfluentlal local person

luas rantud-by them at a high rates ThlS‘POllcy af - officigls

met with some success and the warm recgptlon accorded

initially to chipka activists’ soon Chjﬂgbd 1nto an attitude

of aloofness on the part of the villagers.

The result was that uheh‘the odnﬁraotor started his
werk In the Forést, the tuo ohlpko activists who had

camped in the forest to save these trees Prequasntly had

to remain bungry, and did not also gst any shelter to
protemt them from the biting: cold of :the:Himalayan winters.

houevur, it did not take long for the situation to

“gdln changs for ths better for the act1v13ts.'1ronlcally

their first support came from among the forest labourers
who had been brought here to axe the treess These labourers
came into glose contact with the chipko activists during

their stay in the forsst. These labourers were from hill -
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villages of Himachal Pradesh, and wers quits familiar with
the problems that large soale felling of trees can cause
in thase villagese. Often these labour. offered foed to the
Chipdo activists and on one occasion sven said {asking
tham at the same time to keep this a sepret foar the time
being) that when they go back to their villages &0
Himachal Pradesh they will start a similar movement there
also, Later on one accasiaon when the forsst ranger ordsred
some labourers to Petch ropes for tying the activists to
treas that they uere so fopd of hugging, the labourers
svadad the order. On another ogcasion they were ordersd Dy
the ranger to continue sauwing th; trees irrespective of the
fact that an activist was hugging it When the sau finally

struck the activist on his leg, the labaursrs refused to

do this work any further.

Gradually soma-ather Chipko activists whe—had protested
sugcassfully at Henvalghati and other places also gathered

Their colour here.Despite the official offorts to keep away the villagerss
ful songs and
slogans
invariabel theiT message. When they went to villages, they tried to
attracted %he

villagars,

from them, ths activists kept on going to villages to spread

collect one roti from sach family to obtain their food.

This brought them in touch with all families in the villagers,
specially the youths. All this combined with the basic fact
that the villagers kneu that these activists wers hers for
something that was in their long term insgrest helpsd to
gradually change the situétion in favour of the chipko

activists and the villagsrs started joining the chipko
progessions and also participated in the hugging of treses.
Students played an important rols, and enth usiastically
participted in the movement despite being forbidden to do
so by the principal of one school. Village women were als

enthUSi%tic participantse




Meanwhile Sunder Lal Bahuguna went on an indefinite fast
Jadiyar Gad to cxprLf~ distress at the felling aof
and demanded ium on the felling of green tresse.
from far off s started coming to His mestings.
quently he uas a;rested. His fast continued for 64 days.,

took place aftsr January 15. Chipko
camp here. On January 31 it was

tree fPelling work in Badiyar Gad

(C)‘ﬁglasa forest~ In soms villagss of Uttar Kannada district
youths oribs are active in hti against social evils.One
such youth club in Balagadde vil 5 had become active in

drauing attention to the egess fs g in forssts and opposing

launch chipko movement
the forests. On August 15,v383, Sunder Lal Bahuguna
tﬁ_se forests and also addressed the villagers in
¢ In this wall attandcd ma:ting people pledged Hheir
nination tO protect the trees.

ﬂ?esa people wsre in.turn contacted by the youths
of salani village, They also went to Salkani and held
discUssions. The attention of Salkani villager had already
been draun to the Fellingauurk in Kalare foreste. This forest
is knopwy locally as 'Ammanfrara K anu! (msaning Goddess Forest).
On a holy day in March every year the villagers gather haers
and worship this Goddsss of >stse They also cook and eat

Pood here, This‘'is Known as ‘fvanabho Wana" This is an
occasion OF g;wat joy and thp ine

Last year, houwever the vi g found that much of
this joy and happiness was mi i as was the poalness and
shade of -thg forests Trees uers ing fPelled and taken away
for g ply=uood factorye. It was in the context of this dist-

rass over the felling of trees in Kalase forests that the
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contacts of the villagers of Salkani with Balagadds youths
proved important and they start5d~discus§ing possibilities
of stopping this tree=felling work,! They went to the forsst,

and met the tribals llving adjacent to the forsat.

The youths of Salkani village had read about
the neu, widely publicized ryle according to which only
tuo ‘trees were to be felled in an acre of land. Housever
in a forest about 5 miles from the villzge they sau
35 trees being felled in two acres. Next day a procession

of villagersy including several women, 'walked this rugged

pPath of 5 miles, gambating rains and traversing rivulats,

to stop the falling af treess They succeeded in stopping the
felling work for the time beings. This was Septamber 13983,
The next day the villagers sent a menarandum to the foraest
departmente The reply they got was that this rule was

applicable only in the case of svergreen forests. Houever in
the publicity campaign the villagers had seen this rule
being mentioned gsnerally without making this specification

clear,!

On  September 22, 1983, the District Forest Offiger
(DFB), the Rangse Officer and a scisntist Dr.! Madhav Gadgil
( who is working on a government sponéored senvironmental:
resgarch project in this area) visited the village and the
site of the felling operations. An agresment uas'reached with
the villagers according to which (I’) Dr, Gadgil will submit
a report and everyone should abide by this repart, (2)
fesling should be stopped till the report is submitted,
(3) people will be informed in advance if and when cutting

of trees is resumed,




9) hefore
tha =2 - submitteds anc advance

information haui.h,‘bs given & rse This was a

sho ck JI.‘ yEklla

nce gnj laﬂnci 3 d chipko (appik ) Thla time thelr

ination:was much groatér than~ba?are.iEvery day ( from.
aptembur 59 +o October 19, 1983) 30 to 40 villags youths

gould po and hug the trees. They stayed in the forest from

3 Aﬂ.to 6PN o

At such g‘UDGrlﬂﬁSV“rlDJo'~”DlﬁgiCal issuas, other

egological movements in Indiz and elsewhere, condition of

soil and forest stc. Yer discussed. Songs on the relationgip

af man and naturs wera sl . Areas whers felling operations’
‘ﬁad been carried & yarlier were surveyed. Contacts werec al so

£ablished ‘with the labourers.Cne 2 of them saidy "Yes, we

1

unds DSu31d your: problem. If. trees are removed you may havs to

ﬁigrate Prom-+hls placs 3F+er 10 years—as there will bs no
T - :

ain =nd no cropa”

-labolrers were taken auays The neus of
of Appiko spread fast and the movemsnt
gvaral other sites in the Ut ar Kannada

(4F Pharsi Fore ; 84) is the owly mixad forest
: existing nesar lagos | allskaradi, Andagi, Pharasi,
':Ramapug, - HPgbbotti, rum»r7?i, Kirwathi, Yaddal, Hosakoppa and
Sonapur.: On 4th Decamber, 1983, the Karnataka State Forest
Industriss Corporation started felling trees in this forast
near Malanji village.' The peopls had heard abaut Chipko -
movement but did not know the full detalls. Houwever thay
decided to protect the green tress in this forsst and 1aumehed
appiko. The people from the above meritioned village gathered
on 7th December 1983« There was.no political mado guYTing no

place for leaders, it got started by simple villags méf.e
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About 50 people marched from Hebbothi village to -
the forest beating drums. They walked 3 kms from their
village ‘to reach the spot whers felling uwas going on, By
that time about 300 people had gathered in the forast. Peopls
told the labourers not to fell trees. The labourers said they
would bring ths forest officer and people should discuss
with this officers The people agresd. Then one person

(from the labourers group) uwas sent to bring the officer.

The forest officer came after 3 hours. Till then people
were discussing the consequences of destruction of natural
forests and planting teak and eucalyptus around their villages,
The people had:s seen the forest being clear felled from that
area. They got fusl, fodder and fertilisers from the forest.
No one used chemical fertilissrs. As the forest disappearedy
they had to face shortages of items basic for their livlihood,
I'n addition to this the rainfall bedame erratic. Nouw the only

forest keft is Pharsi Aduvi (forest in Kannada) They got wood

for agricultural implements and for house building from

heres All thess villagers depend on this forest for fusluood.

The forest officer cames to the spot and tried to

' pursuade people. He said, "We need wood for citigse. If you
are so adamant the city people will suffer," Che man replied
"How long can you getyfuslwood. Once you cut down this
forest there will no/ trees to be felled for the future."
Another man said, "You city people have Kerossne, gas and
elegtiicity as fuel, But what do we have ? We depend on this
forest for fuelyood. Where will we go for fuelueaed if this
forest is cut down?" At first the forest officer had no
answer, then he tried to convince "lLook, we cut only groun

uUp and dry treesse. So why do you pat allow us to faell thesa




you know what these old
Lraes Which attraet Pain. 1T ug
than this will affect rain. And
will we go if you take auay dry
person saidy, “"There would be no tress sven to burn
body "Another', yes.' Then ue have to fell gresn trees

'

shou that pecple are destroying

grain to citiss. This

rgsts we cannhot grou
Bif tter decide nouw"

governmant policy

ple wers standing
4tlr OF ol coroe

We know you are

fell treas,

Ths ofllcer was heipless and hs la plasoc Tha

‘;labourers Were 1in a allemfa Thev did not udht that patiple

hauld wateh them regularly. But it uas decided that-each
viliae ger Will come and w&,cr these labaurers every day till

i
'th - legve

iha UlLlﬁ E1 Ji ome : § labourers had work
in thel stdse fhis uos harvesting ¢ one-50 they asked
thosc labaurars L0 accompany ther fxto the Pislda. The
laboursrs sat in f t of people wh  uere,quking in fields.
This ooﬁtinug’ Foie O3 3y as And ths  officsr ceme and
Eaok ay“y'uﬁu Labotizerss. Tha people got assurance from
labouraagbthét Shay will not oo aggain for Pegllipng treas in
that aregs ihis was sald at parting tims with Poldad hands.

haw not comes Ths people ars
keeping a ragu atty and the forest corporation has decided
to - pilt ot f edbEing ges. People are determined to save

forests at any




(57 ‘Husri 1983-84. Background:s Husri is a small village with
45 - familiss mainly depending on - agricultire. Most of them are
small farmsrs depending on paddy crop. The forest nesarby is
being cut down to supply fuelucod and timber. Abgut 12 years
back an area of 900 acres mixed forests was clearfslled to

make way for teak: and sucalyptus plantations.’ This plantation

is adjacent to agricultur+al land. This, the villagers say,

- has caused great problems for them. The mo~isture in the
fields has come douwn, souwing has become a probleme There is
no fodder as nothing grous under teak. They are deprived of
gresn leaves for manure for their fields. Even the fuelucod
has become ggreat problems as eucalyptus and teak are least
tUsad for fuslyoods They are finding it difficult te get wood
for their agricultural implements.The honey trees on which
honey bees lived have besn totally cut down for planting
monacultures. The medicinal trees haws also disappeareds kild
pigs have increased as there 1S NO Dalarrce among animak :
specias ., These pigs destroy the crop causing great damage.
In addition to all this they have suffaered from srratic
rainfall, sometimes heavy and thenm scanty, affecting agricul-

tural yields,

Now the forast department is cutting sven a small

ipatch of mixed forest left near -this village in the name of

gscientific management. Psople protested against this and

stoppaed felling of trees. The contractor asked the DFO

t8 Visit thas plasas

About 200-~250 people have gatherad in Forest.fpeople
in groups are near trees to prevent felling. Axemen ( labourers)
are standing helplessly. The forest officer's jesp is saen
about 2 furlongs away. But no body goes there. The jeep stops
near the road. The;DFO with Range Officer and contractor
ualks towards the people. As he reaches near the gatherod
people, pecople give respect to the officer.

Returning their greetings hs askes uwlmt are young peaple doing?




One man: Mugging trees to save them from axemen.
DFO: UWe alss take care of treose. But there is a need far fuel
woode The trees cut here will be uscd-as fuelwood in Sirsi
toune If you stop felling then there will wg fualuwood shortage
in Sirsi and grave prablems. :
Villager: you can take dead and dry trees but not green ones.
Anothgr;person: Once you cut do wn this forest there will be
no'. trees lsft. What will you do once the to-tal forest is gone?
From vhere will you bring fuelood?. :

Villager: (an old man) & Yes? You plant t eak -and eucalyptus
(He mowes his hand touwards eUcalyptus plantafions)y This is
what you are going to plant? ﬂnd,uill this be used for firewsod
DFC: (little Puzzled) That was donea previously. But hare

wg:will plant trees which will yield firewood.

Villagers & middleaged man) This is good, But where will we
get grcen lcaves for manure and wood for agrieultural
implements? - - ' = '

'ﬁnother mans=- e Cannatkuse'eucaiyptusaand teak for green

manure nor for manUfacturing agricultural implements.
DF0:(Does not answer these gusstions). You ses there is

urgent neddfor fuslwoods Allow us to cut tress otherwisa

‘problems will be preated in toun, Dead and dry trses as you
suggested is good idea. But it takes time. So allow us

at least a years time.

Villagers If wgs allow you a ysar our only forest near the
village will be cut down. Then? uwhere ars we to go? Can you
get Us back thess Fdr&iS? The tress which are useful for us?
DFO: Forests are not just for villagers., There are pedple in
other areas too. They also nesd fuelwood, timbere. s you get
grains from outside, we also have to give forest productss

A young man sbeaks: S5iry when we haye enocugh then uwh.atever
iS'left,ueyuill give to others. If we are hungry can uws givs

¢

=gut feood to others,
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DFO: (No answer. Diverts the topics Look if you want to soly:
these problems why don't you go and meet the minister?

The elderly person: Sir, as you came here in the midst of
forest and saw the situation, we can make you understand our
problema,Uhat Use 1s it to go to a minister— in Bangalorae?

He is too busy to understand. And moreovsr hs will not knouw
any of Du#%rub%ms without visiting this place. We have zlready
sent memorandume Like you have come, minister should also

pome here to understand the situation.

DF0: The order to fell tress has besn signed: by the governor,

I cannot do amyibhing. 1 oan not order to stop cutting of ‘trees.
Villager: We agree you cannot change the orders But if trees are
felled we will not allow z-single tree to be harmed by an

agXemans. We will hug the trees.
Another persons We want forests which give us rain, manura,

fuelwood and wood for agricltural implemants. We will not -
alloy 1t to Be used for Mueliuood and timber. Forast is ours

we need, it for our survival. They produce soil, uater'and

fer tilisars.:

(As the forest officer tries to go away, a part of the crouwd
discusses about ’gheraong§% for the whole day. Houwever the
arganisers of the movement psrsuade ‘them and make them
uUpndarstand that thié is differsnt from any poliectical movemen t.
Gherao is axpressing angere 1t does not lead us anywhere. Our

goal is to change forest policgy. This offiger is en individual

and not able to change policy. S0 it is of no use harassing

any individual;

The DFO goes dway on jeepe. The villagers hold a mesting

and take a pledge to protect the forest at any cost, sven . at
the cost of their lives.
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(This is actual repartinc on the prooeudlngs in Husrl

-forest 6 kms from Sirsi' in North Kanaras Kayatakq on 170ct 1983).

(5) BGnaaaQn Forast

Banaghn villags is sitUated in midst of thick svergrean
forast of Western Ghats. amidst picturesgus surroundings. There
are about 70=75 houss holds of thatched buts situated nesar
-paddy fieldss Perennial streams and Dipcs made from trees
(a kind of palm tree) supply drinking water. Baddy and
cereals are main crops. The off season is is utilised for
mantfacturing cané i1temse. lfost of them are tribals who migrated

to this part of western Ghat

The felling of forests started 3 years back with WIMCO
ifand pr ywood factories outting treas in midst of thick forest.
éThG villagers looked on hzlplessly as big roads wére made in

the Fforest. il b : )
Ihe u1lﬁ Dlgo lncreasud, dastroylng the paddy CLOpPSe All this
ieontrlbutad ﬁu the sponstaneous upcomlng of ChlpkO to protect

thé trecs.'

sgain here the eontractor brought the DFO on 31=10-=83
The DFD uith.RangegDFFicer.visited the 'spote. Thay sat doun
in one of the tribal houses. The. ouner, an eldersly Adivasi

Ganapu served the people with gur and watsr. About 80 people

hear the DFO talk and to express their opinion,

s asking guestions Supporting guestions uwere

man ( named Krishna)= Uhy do you cut forests in such
devastating manner? What will remain in future?
DF0: We have to supply nou materials for forest based industries
like plywood, and match industries. e managb forests according

to working plan in a scientific manner.




Q¢ Last year plywood factory sXtractecd timber but it has laft

the trunks etc. of a huge guantity. Why is there such a hugs
%

/

wastage.? DF0 Plywood factories have to supply 50

% can be taken by theme. May be they have

of fuelyood
to our Depots Other 50

left their share, Bet us sea., I will look into the matter,

Qs What is ths situation of forewts which was cut dowun 2015

ears backe What is the ra  rg3encation?
years back. What is the rat qéhggiBLn-ﬁb an

ha
DF0- In some parts tuere is - regeneration

There is loud laugh and strong protest by people. The

Persongalms them doun) asks them ta be qurut)

DFC Now with a long term interest in mind we are fedling very
fou trees ( 2 trees per acre)e
Qe The contractors destroy as many treées during logging. How does
the forest department compensate for this? ; -
DFO0: There is a provision for 50% demags while felling marked
treese. If it is more than this limit then a fine of R 10/= per
tree is put on-tha'contrabfar.lThat tree is brought to-our
depots A man from audience: That fine business is very good.
Wil you please tell us hou a.fine can be egual to a tree? If
tree is fallen/ damaged it takess years.to grau. The fins will
o %o your depot. But uhat about the forest? It is deprived

f treaes, fines are af no help.
Q. Wny dont you remove dead drees for fueluwood?

we :
DF0 From this yeaﬂ will try &hiss

Q. What is the situation of plantations that have been:brought
up by your department? 7 '
DFO.- It is good. (There is a big laugh from peop;e.

DFO is puzzled),

One member: Come to this ared, we will show you there is nota

single trce. It is just epitorium weed. WYe brought to your notice
a smuggling case of waods Your pgople came and filed a case only
for 9 treese. But actually 16 trees uere Pslled. What is this.

Seems your department is involved with smugglers?
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DFO: I'l1 enquire into the matter.

‘The DFO is taken to the forest and shown houw :
trees are falled nn slopes of more than 45 People shouy -
him how the removal of trse cover has caused damage to,

sollel Erosion has ¢ 'uaakaned,éqil and created dpitorium

weeds The DFO is shoun a large numbor of doad and drywood trocs.
The DFD has no answer to uevur:l qu tiﬂﬂs. ‘ -

Appiko chaluvali has thrce important objcctivess The fPirst
and forcmost objcctive is toAsave'thG-rcmaining farcsts by
Using the paaceful approach.of appiko=--hug the treas'té'SQVO
thems The second nbjcbﬁivc is to grow treces- in the dthde‘lands.
The last but not ths lcast impartant objeective - is to sprcad
cducation and confsciousness regarding proper utilisation af

ferastse

-To achl@vu these ObJLDthLS aLVLFal 'Parlsara Sanrakshna
rvi or EnVLanmant Protﬁctlon Contres have been sat upe
\Dnc centre consists of tuo GCrGoentath@S from a group of 5 to
18 villages in the gauwraohlcal Wicinity. Thise centrc takes

decisions on HdtLqu rs latlnq ta the strategy of the movemen ty

and Ehg 1mplcmcntatlon af its programua. In Appiko movement

cqua7 eamphasis is bdlng placed on the rights of thg pcaplc as
gll =5 t“elr duthS in pratactlng forasts,l

At most placs uhere protest actions of the kind ddédribﬁd
above have taken place, ths villagers' participation in them has
bzgn closely related to their experience of the sufferings
caused by the destruction of forests and their perception of '
how these suffering will be aggravated if more trees are axed.

To a legsser or greater extent, the problcns faced in getting
regular supplies of fuel and fodder are accenituated and water
sources start drying or thining. Lass Ulolb le problems which

are never the less stressed by v1llqgea rrldte to the reduced
fertility of land qnd rainfall medﬂlﬂg mor ,erratlc. Damage done
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by wild animals in villages alsc increasese Supply of variods
fibres, fruits, nuts, oilsesds, honey and medicinal plants
also dacreasese Somctlmes the incidence of pests which damage

e

Crops increasese.

Fouwaver according to critics of these village leval
actions to stop fellimg of trases, these actions are naot
justified betause .all felling take place according tovthe
principles of scientific forastry management. According to
these critics, reserved forests are well managed according to
scientific norms while it is the village foreste which have
been badly denuded. The overall disturbing trend of deforestation
is on account of village forestse Thercfore scological movements
should strive to save villags forests and therc is no rationale

for these movements to protest against the felling of troes.

"As‘an axample of this view point, Appendix 1 conta%ns o lettef

by a senior forestry official of Karnataka regarding the appiko

movemente

How correct is this vieuwpoint? We try to ansuwer this
guestion Tom sgvcral points of view, ‘giving gxamples from

Garhual and Uttarkannada districtse

Firstly, we may ask, without guestioning the norms

of scientific management that have been laid down, to what

axtent are these norms practised in reality?

Earllcr in this study ue mentlonud g atpuggle in
Garhwal in which the violagsrs pucked out the iron bars
inserted in trees for extraction of rcsine This is what
KM Tiwari Committee ( an official COnmlttGG) has said
regarding  the tapping of rcsin from the pines in up
Himalayas, "In the Chakrata, Yamuna and Tons Forest Division
gendrally irrogularitics wcrc detocted in econt por ocent
of the cuts made in the pincs for tapping resine Either in
terms of the width, length and depth of the cuts made, rules
were not follouad in any of these contentss Whichover area
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wg visitsd the conccrned forest officials were not able

to point: out even a single cut made according to the
astablished rules $ome irresgularities uwere of such a nature
that we could not sven have thought of these?.ea Specifically

on the conditions of the Rama Blaock of Yamuﬁa Forest Divisional
this report saidy "kast year 1200 trees uere uprooted hers
mainly bccawss of the excessive cuts mads in themesel, I would
not be an exaggeration to call this reckless tapping the rapse

of forests."

Under the terms of contract with the forest department
it senior officials uere Gmpouefad‘to remove the contractor
if he persisted in illegal tapping, but &hese terms uwere
conveniently ignoreds |

fn 1971 in Yamuna Forest Division a fine of only 3 paise
was imposed per irregular channel, in Tans Diviision ' a fine of

only 14 paise uas impoéed per channel and in Chakrata a fine of

only 21 paisg was impassd pGr»channGl.tln other wordssy the

,;fﬁdnﬁraﬁtér-uas_givan-all*the'incantive to indulge in illeyalk

méthods,,eveh if hg was caught he could gst away by paying a

negligible amount of fina.!

According to official figures on felling in Tehri
circle during 1976=77 which were included in a note submitted
t5 the Central Government by the UP ‘Fdrestry Department in
1977 it was admitted that sxcess felling had been carried out
in four out of the five divisions of this circle. To gquats from
this note, "In Chakréta Division against the prescribed annual
yield of 16,000 volume units in PBI the annual removal by uway
of thinnings im the regenerated areas ranged from 20,000 to
53,000 volums unitse Similarly in Yamuna Division also,
against the prescribed yiald.of 64,000 volumec units, in guarter
bluc areas the removal from these areas was of the order of
about one lakh volume uUnitseees in TehriDivision there are
excessive fellings to the tuns of 62,000 qaume .
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Chir werking circlces. In Tons Division thsrc has been
considerable cxcess fslling in chir arsase. The precisc oxtont
is still bcing worked out,M

Matli village near Uttatkashi district was badly damaged
by ‘landslidecs and floods in 1971. Subscquently an official
committce strongly recommcnded that no furthor fslling should
bc permitted at this site. Yet felling was started herc
in the auctioncd lots, and sven uhon orders were issucd to
stop this fglling, 126 trcas wsre cut illegally, Despite
the strict instructions not to carry out ralling operations

on these already badly damaged slopcs, many logs uwere rodled

on them causing hcavy damage to soil.

In kclagin Jaddi foresty, Siddapur taluk of Uttar Kannada
districty recently trecs wlrc bcing axcd for a plywood factory.
The villagc youths approached the cantractor and askecd him hou
many trccs had bcecn cute Thc contractor replied that so far 51
‘troccs had beon cute The youths than sxtensively survecyed the
Porcst to find out-tho rcality Thoy obtaincd the following

figuros?
Trcos markcd for fellinge.s 87
?rcos fecllad ois: 51

Trcos damagcd oo 547

A scicntist who had bcen callcd in to comment on tho

folling in Kalsc forecst arca ( see carlicr account) also
commentcd, "We agrcg that sxccssive damage in the course af
fclling and exccssive conccrntration of trees marked far
fclling were in fact truce. Thc peaple should bc complimentad
for having brought this to thc notice of the authoritics.”




Reliable statistics of forestry are difficult to obtain

in most parts of the country. However officials often use

the statistics which originate from tﬁsm'to show the

people's point of view in a bad ll”ft u1thout guestioning the
reliability af these statisticse. It is not surprising that
while these official notes appear to be well argued on the

surface . on close scrutiny.they often reveal fallaciss and

contradictions ( ses appendix 2).

Now let us lock at another aspect of ' scientific forestry,
Often the norms of !'scientific forestry! are themselves
changed arbitrarily to suit the convenisnce of official

policies,

In 1965 only pine trees of the growth of 135 years were
considsered mature enough to be felled,., Soms years later
this age reduced to 120  ygars and then to 100 ysars,
= flentlflc principles underlylng the felling of
trees rsmalned thensana, uhy was the age of tree curtailed
dounuards so rapidly?

The National Forestry Policy, 1952, had specifically
mentioned that the forests in ecologically crucial arsas
should be managed as protection forests. According to the
definition of ' protection forests' used then and later
in official reports most of the forests to pratect which
chipko and appiko movements were lanuched should have been
classified all along as protsction forests. To guote the
National Forestry Policy of 1952, "Protsction forests denots
forests foundy, or reguired, on hill slopes, river banks,
sea shores, srodible localities, In such sites, the need
for forest cover is dictated by puwmly protective physical
considerations, such as prevention of arosion, conssrvation

- : : _
of moisture, and control of rushing torrents and floods,"
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According to the Report of the NMational Committes of
Agriculturs ( 1976), "Such areas where sven the slightest
disturbance of the forest cover is undssirable should be
classified as prodection forests-= no felling should generally
be permitted in these forests.”
and ueé%ern

GhatS.iThe :
anstence survival of the villagers living theres but alsoc for thse

Ba th in Garhuaﬁ/cover is essential not only for the

ofddense more numerous villagsrs living in -the dounstrean areas.
an

adeqnate MMost of the forests in this area according to the officialy
ggzgst laid down preceptss should have been managed as protectaed

forests, not allowuing exppeltation beyo nd the essential

requirements of local peopla.

Thus it appears that not all is well with the so scientific
management of reserved forets, specially in the ecologically .
crucial areas like Garhuwal and‘Uéstern-GhétS, and there is a
certaily a justification for the villagers to guestion thévf‘
existing forestry practices, and protest agalnst them. We may
now examine the next part of the argument of the critics o .
thess protest actions uwhich states that -as villagers have not-
been able to take proper sare of the forests vested with them,
the psopléis ecological movements should concemtrate all of
their attention on the rehabilitation of these forests. This
argument, however, ignores, the historical roots of the classfic-

_cation of forestse

In Indiay forests were classified during the colonial
times in an arbptrary uay without any significant say of the
pecple in this classifications In many cases the forests which
were given to them' were alraady in guite a dagraded state, and

~in any case not capable of supporting 'the needs of the grouwing
village population on a sustainable basis. Even when the sizas.
of the village forest initially uas adaguats it was not incre~
ased proportionately in later years as the requirements of

villagers greus




In any case it is not true that efforts have not

S

~ been mads by village communities to protect the village forests
(

=g appandix 5 for description aef one such sffort).

Despite all this, it is certainly true that much remains
to be done in mobilising the people for protegting and reghabili-
tating the villags forests. At times, however, this may not maksa

much progress until some overall changes ip ferestry policy

re madae, including those relatinc the arbitrary classificat-

ion of faorests in polonial timess:

:
try to rehabil

when someone

Keep away from attention only
to village 5 Jhen sach advice comes from forestry

officials, at a time when a movement to check irregulapities
“in its felling operations had bsen launched, then such advice

‘becomes all the more suspiciouss

csotisaee




APPENDI X I

Letter by a senior forest offcial on appiko movement

Published in the Indian Express

Sir, Mr Sunderlal Bahugunals !Chipko reaches Karnataka!

(IE Dec 12) has focussed the need for eonservation of
forests and how this is sought to be achisved through

the chipko movement. Unfortunately, houever instead aof
prapagateing this through the love for trees, it is

being developed by hyilding up hatred for the establishment

the feoresters

The forester is described as the king pin in the contractor-
politician Industry-forzster nexuss ‘The: bannar ’énvironment in
danger! is raised when scigntific tree felling is taken up.

Where is this taking place? In the sreserve forests, the only
forests of grandeur one comes across in the countrys In the
Himalayas and in the Western Ghats these ressrve forests cover
less than 40 psrcent of the land area and are intacts In the
rest of the~pea, denudation of tree -grouth is somplete or
continuing. It is these landes~ assentially meeting the firewood
nesds of the surrounding populace, without protection or invesment
which should invite the concern of the envirdanmentalists But
+then educating crores of people through unplatable advice is

difficult and thanklesse. Lt is sasier to become a hero if you

have a villain. If them is none, create ORE.

During the last 100 ysars, in the interest of

conserving the reserve forests, several privileges and
concessions have been ¢ffered to the people of Narth

Kanara district. One such is the minor foreste. In Sirsi
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and Siddapur talukas where the Chipko movement has commenced
while the extent of ressrve forests is 834 sg kms the area
under minor forssts is 454 sq kmse This area is now totally
degradeds, The second concession is the indlividual priu legs
area termed as Ybetta', legally classified as protected
forestse In these two talukas its sxtent is 403sq kmse Though
largely mismanaged thers i& tree grouth of poor quality in this
area. You can imagine its condition when according to Mr.
8zhuguna nine acres of such land which if under proper foraest
condition should yield about 12 tonnes of dry leaves per year
now does not meet the mulch requirement of one acre aof

agricultural lande.

Wha is to blame fo: 1i8? The forester? In thesa tuwo
talukas with 857 sg kms o aded and open land, you would
expect the environmentalists concentrats on their improve-
ment but this is not the case. Instead they are soncerned

~about the Felllng of tuwo traes in a cycle of 40 ysars in a
7Farést OF mora than 100 tress per acroa! =

Another contaession has been the strip grént,'acodrding
to uhlch forests 100 yards wide all around a CultiVated area

are claared of-tree .grouth, This is necessary to' keep wildlife
'auay bUtzthera is provison for planting of fruit trees with
uzufruckory rights to the cultivator, None has taken advantags
of thise I would have expected the chipko organisars to advise
the péople in this aspect, but that is not their cup of tea.
Dna-mora concession is the provision to supply fire wood

to: the public in this district at a concessional ratee The
departmental firewood depots make availabael} firswocod to the
nublic in this district at R. 80 per tonna while if sold.on a
no loss no gain basis, the cost would work out to fse 160 per

tonng.!




The article refers to the cruel hands of exemen uworking
for contractors and industriese. Axemen '‘are gxamen, but who
are these contractors and uwhich are the industries? Thers is no
system of le of staﬁding trses or coupes in Karnataka. Logged
material comes to departmental timber of firewsod depots only,.
Logging is done esithetr through the Stats Forest Industrics
Corporation or when they cannot cope with it, through logging
contractors appeinted on the basis of tender cum= sguction. If
any labour societies secure the tender they ae given an

additional 12 per cent as incantive.

| Logging work is all the 10 coupss in Sirsi forest
Division comprising the twa talukas of Sirsi and Siddapur
has now been stoppsd by ardent follouers of Chipkao, Thess
are ths coUpas which should have yielded firewood for running
the depot during 1984, With not a stdck arriving so far,
the only result will be the cartmen's indiscriminate

remoyal- from the Potostse

Two other coupes where work has been stopped were
allotted to a plywsod industry,' In these two goupes of 430

(=%

hectarc areas 361 trees :above six feet ip girth haus

been marked for faslling. Plywood impnyces the utilisation

by 300 per cent. What would be secured by 3 cms of wood in
raw form oill be achieved by 1 cm of wood when converted into

plyuooﬂ.




¥ I had met the local chipko leadsrs and explained

to them hou fh@y could achieve their objective of ecox
development. Seedlings of the indigenous species are

being raised by the Forest Department in millions for freg

Was suggested that they should educats

diatribution, It
people for planting thi‘se. Lopping of treess in !betta

Llands was being done unscientifically, not one tuig being
sparede It waow suggested that the people could be advisad
on these aspscts. Cattle graging in forests is frea, But
now it is five times the carrying capacity of the forests,
Pgople nse be educated in these aspects, People are
setting fire to the forests year after year to get a neuw
sarly rains. This is detrimental
both to the ggts = the quality of the grass.
Some loOcal people have appreciated these aspects and are
doing good worke. But the chipka Jatha will have.no
truck with this. Hugging tress is not onky their means but

the end as wells.

3hyam Sunder
Chief Conservator of Forests

€ Cont )

Aranya Bhavana
18th_Cross Mallesuaram,
Bangalore~ 560003

December 19, 1983,
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- Appandix 2 Latter in the Indian: Express -
in_reply to the letter contained in Appendix.1___

o o sy sty oy o o oty T s o

It is sad that Mre Shyam Sunder has taken Appikd's

action as a personal feud betuesen him and its leaders
(It Dec 31)4d

According to the Anmual Administration Report 1981 82
(kanara cirele) of the Foresst Department, Page 83; the
Reserve Forest area of Sirsi Division is 1304 sq km and
not 834 sg Km, tha figure quoted in Fire Shyam Sunder's letter.
This either meéns that the Forest Department has its figures
gonfused or that 834 sg kms is the Reservsd Forest area for
1983=B4, If the latter is the case, then it means that
470 sq kms of Reserve forest area has been cleaned in just

two years tims which makes Appika all the mors relevant.

By 1982, the Forest Department had plantsd teak,
‘matchuuad, bamboo etcs Which are of importance to industry,
i 72 per cent of ths plantations but had allotted lgss
than 28 per cent for the firewood varieties. According
to Mr. Shyam Sunder, the.load on the forssts is @ssentially
due to *the fireuwcod demand. Whey does not the Forest
Department plant more firgucod species and reduce the
felling of tha alriady vanishing forests? Also unlike
toak otos cultivating firewsod species does not requirse

clear fellinge.

My  Shyam Sunder says that Appiko is raising a hue
and cory about sicientific felling of trees which is two
trecs per acre in 40 years. What he omits to say is that
this ruls applies onmly to 15 per cent of the forest area

(evergreen and semi=~evysT green); What the Appiko activists




are concerned about is the utter disregard Wwith which the
Forcst Dspartment is clearing the forestse ‘In Beldakkai

forest sirsi (Hulekal rang), the department has’

in
marked 3675 tao be tress felled, and 3675 freaes in 85 acres in

nouwhere Rear the raotio of tWo trceEs PET ACTSe

A vist to the Sirse forest area would anable any .
unbiassed observer to see the denudation being brought about
by the wrong policiss of the Forest Departments This is
what Appiko is trying to resistss It is an acknouledged
fact that clsar felling en the hill slopes results in
problems like erosion of top soil, which sould mean a loss
of fBse 20 crores par year, The State Forest Mihistsr has
spoken about the have created by the Forest Department in

tha Sirsi arede

G Aa\jik an th
P.S. Sastry

J ek e Suresh

patriotic and People oreinted
Science and Technology

62/2 Shaop Strest

Basavanagudi

Bangalore

Janiary 25




Appendix 3

[

asant Sunday afternoon, and the women
have gathersd for their wesgkly.
pleasantraes havs ba exchanged,

o

eEXgaes

3 guitty wowsman
she is soon overuwhslmed

'aces from other women.

ens in sival village, 'as
ages of Pratapgagar region
£l tEar Prad&ssh.

Faced with the erippling shortages of fuel

and foodsr about three ysars ago women of Silwai
village organised themselves 1n a "mahila mandal', The
to impose saveral regulations governing
forest produce, speeially foddare Each
share was fixed on an egalitrian basise Even
ouwk Ldar-watchman has besn appointed on the basis
-nthly contributions made by each family in the
villags,., Fines are imposed on those whao violats

the regulations,!

This f forest mananement! by the villages like Lakhuwar
and Saur (Bhadura area) and Sukri (Aun area) has besn going
on for nearly a hundred years. In some other villagas such as
Rauwat, Paniyala, Lavarkhs @nd Punar (Rona areas) this started
after 1939-40 a3 responsse in mast cases to severs foddser
shortageg and others to the Pury of landslidas, Aftar 1950
the spread of these practices by more and more villages of

Pratapnagar reglon have become more rapid.
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Despite this, howsver,it has not heen possible
the deforestation of thess ecologically crucial
significant extent. While it has been
to organise the people.of a village to protect

est,'adopted! by them, this had not prevented

puople of some neighbouring villages to violate the

regUlations laid down for the protection of this forasts

Sscondly while some villagers may follow all regulations,

instance taking only dry weod for fuel, in tha

ntaxt of the 'adopted® forest, thay may not bs so

careful with regard to trees outside the 'adopted® arsa.
T0o.a gignificant sextent $he pi Llocws of tha

forestry department have also contri ERL S

continUing ruinm, FBr instance ths department not

only here but im most parts of * Pradssh Himalayas
enceuraged the grewth of coniferous trees like

the cost of the broad leaf speciss like the -

is knoun-to have
the Chir=pine at
oake The reason’ is that the pins yields commercially valuable
resin. When forest formation is changed by such harmful
practi=es, peoplels attituds towards forests alsoc changess For
instaricey villagers are likely to be more involved in protecting
the banj which provides them not only fodder but also inyaluable
soil and water conservation services, rather than chirpe

pine whose needle like legves are knoun to impeds ths
agricdltural lande

in the context of these practices of foresstry

&
department that the in

ability of this people's movement to

achieve beotter success in protacting forests should be judged.




Further the forestry officials are themselvas responsible
for destruction of a large number of pine trees as they allow

essiva cuts 0 be made in the pine for tho extraction of

This weakans the trees and they ars uUprooted sven by

try department cannot also gscaps the blams for the

s
Pailure its afforesttion schemes. At most of the plan =

sites in Pratapnagar region thes survival rate of the

has bsen extremely lou,

The expersince of the isolated afforts in Pratapmagar
reglon appears to ba thot while united action within a village
commuUnity 1s without doubt extremely important, efforts will
have to be made to mtegrate these variaus efforts into a widsr

gcclogical-, movement iF déforestation has to be successfully
checkeds Secondly, it is eqUally important that thes forestry
departme nt follous a policy uhg ch 1s in knLDlﬂm Wt the
objective of eoological rehabilitation and seourls the

involement of the villagers in its programmes.

Lakhwar village has experiancsd protectivs forest
emsnt by the villagers for-a long tima, and the result
today it has a 2 km % 1«5 kwm densa foresst uwhich
contributcg substabtially to allesviating thae fodder shortage

of the villagerse. Houwgver this forest canmot mest the year lon
g

needs of the villagers and during some months the villagers
depend on Unda Khal forests locatsd negrby 4 kms auayJ
This forest has becan audly destroyed in recent yearsy

mixed stories of sUccess and failurs, protection and

that a one hers fregquently in this region.




Thus . whils the

succass here in ‘protecting forests
is far from complets,

one pannot underst ate the good work dne

by women at the village level in saving the tregs nsar these

villagess For instance when the motor road was extendesd to

Silwal village some time back this also started attracting

smugglers of fuel wogod and timber sith their eyes on ths

forgst near the villages One day the women of Silual caught
them red handed and stoppad the

ying away the wood.!

truck in which they were cars—




We will sacrifice our lives but not Gandhamardhan

1.00 Introduction to GCandhamardhan

Gandhamardhan hill range in Orissa is wellknown aill
over India due to its mythological legacy. It is from the herbs
and medicinal plants of this hills that the life of Laxman was
saved in the b&ttle of Ramayana. This life saving quality of
the Gandhamardhan is deeprooted in the minds of people., To tove
sanctity to this aspect, two famous pilgrimage centres have sprung
up on either side of this mountain range. In the northern foot-
hill, the fambus temple of Nursingnath is situated near a river
stream and on the southern side i e temple of Hearishankar. Both
these pilgrimage centres are connected by a footpath in midst of

numerous waterfalls and thick forest areas. The people walked

through this iorest route and IcalisSed € richness OL NJtulte.

1.2 candhamardhan hills is apread over a distance of 96 kilo-
meters in length and about 20 kms in breadth. It is on the border
of Sambalpur, Bolangir and Kalahandi districts. The altitude

ranges from 100 meters to 1000 meters above sea level, The hills
are covered with dense mixed trogiCal moist decedious forests.

The total forest area of Gandhamardhan is 2000 hectares. In addi-
tion to these forests these hill ranges are well known for its medif
cinal plants. Dr. Gopinath Panigrshi, from Botanical Survey of
India,"Gandhamarahan has 2700 medicinal plants of which 225 plants
are x=E ravely available in India®”. He made a detailed study of
these valuable medicinal plants and suggested to the Orissa governs
ment to set up an Ayurvedic College near Gandhamardhan. The richness

of the variety of plant species can be gauged from the fact that the
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root of a creeper TILAI KAND is said to have the qualities of melting

the iron. This was tested and verified recently.

2.00 BAICO / agent of development (2z)

Bharat Aluminium Company is a @overnment of India undertaking
incharge of manufacturing aluminium. Balco has established a plant
in Korba in Madhya Pradesh. The Korba plant got raw material from
mines in &markantak. The bauxite in Amarkantak is exploited totally
and the mines have to be closed. In the search for alternate bauxite
sites, @Geological Survey of India discowered the presence of Bauxite
in Gandhamardhan. The CGovernment of India declared in 1971 the
availability of bauxite in Gandhamardhan. In 1976 Balco applied
for the lease and in 1981 the government accepted the lease applica-
tion. The State government gave lease of 950 hectares in the beginn-

ing and thandeadd

million tons of bauxite in Gandhamardhan, It proposes to remove 6
lakh tonnes of bauxite every year costing 6 ¢rore rupees. On the com-
pletion of works BAICO will provide employment for 500 people of
which 200 will be the ones who are already trained in Amarkantak.
BAICO, by opening up the Gandhamardhan hills proposes to bring a
network of infrastructure like roads and dams for the benefit of
villagers. The State government claims that BAICO is going to open
new areas for developing this backward area.
3,00 Initial attempts of organising people

A formal opening ceremony of BALCOU was held at Paikmal by
Chief Minister Patnak in May 1983. The student community of Padampur
protested against the Chief Minister whigkxk=m while he was going to
Paikmal. The students demanded that the project would cause damage to

Gandhamardhan. As the protest turned out violent, the police inter-
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vened and arrested some students. This incident did not attract the
attention of villagers who were to be affected by BALCO operations.
In fact the police intervention and arrests created fear among tribals

living along foot hills of Gandhamardhan.

3.1 The lswyers from Padampur, who belonged to religious organi-

sation, Vishwa Hindu Parishad filed a petition in the Orissa High

Court ageinst BALCO, fTheir contention was that, the mining activities

will affect the pilgrimage centres of Nursingnath and Harishankar.
The lawyers were more concerned about the religious aspects of the
temple than with the real issue of the lives of tribal people, who

were affected at large.

4,00 Destruction of Gandhamardhan

In 1983 the BAILO gtarted construction work in Paikmal.

The O Sttt ok Mo el ll WOLA cdelUSS Candiallardnan was given Co o e
Forest department. The government publicised that this road is
being built to connect two pilgrimsge centres, Nursingnath and
Harishankar. Simultaneously the irrigation department started
constructing a resexvoir at Manbhang. The village people were told
that this reservoir would irrigste the land. Both these works went
on without any opposition from the people. The government befooled
the people, h® by deceiving them about real purpose behind these
projects. In reality the road was to link the mining of bauxite
area and ths reservoir was to provide water to BAILU colony in Rak
Paikmak. These real purpose was withneld from public, anticipating
that people may ‘'start agitationm.

4.1 The road construction work in midst of thick forest area and
on steeo slopes of mountain led to destruction of forests and crea-

v

tion of debris. In addition to this, BAICO started excavaging in
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an area of two hectares on the top of the mountain to establish crusher
plant. This created enormous amount of debris spread over an area of 4
sq. kms. The mxmx debris of this excavation work and road construcC-
tion chocked the streams originating from these hills. The effect of
these activities on the hill slopes was experienced by the people in
Khandijaran. ‘The government has recently built a Minor Irrigation

Project in Khandijaran, scross a stream that originates from Gandha~

mardhan. The people observed that during monsoon rains the stream was

full of silt, brought down from the construction sites. Similarly the
construction of reservoir at Hambhang destroyed a community owned or=-
chard that provided fruits all through the year, These afteraffects of
the construction activities of BAICO created doubts in the minds of
+ribal population.

4.2 In the middle of 1985 the teachers from Sambalpur University

organiéed ==National. service scheme camp at Jursingnath, in Gandha-
mardhan. It was an interstate camp, organised basically to spread the
environmental awareness among villagers. The participants had to
visit villages to understand the reality. When these students went
to villages and started preaching on environment conservation, the
t:ibals said, "You are teaching us about preservation of environment
but our Candhamardhan is getting destroyed by BAICO, So why do not

you go and tell BAICO to stop the destruction?"

5.00 People's Movement

The inter-University Camp at Nursingarh created special
interest among two young students. Niranjan Vidhrohi and Asu Patnaik
felt that they have a responsibility towards the people, to make them
conscious of the damgers of miming. They saw that the tribals had
experienced the damage due to the construction activities and were

thinking of how to stop this damage. After the camp, instead of
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going back to University, they went f£rom village to village explaining
to people asbout the dangers of destruction of forests, The tribals

around Gandhamardéhan are dependent on forests for basic needs.,

5.1 The initial stage

After organising the villagers these Youths gave a call of
direct action. 2 demonstration meeting was held in front of Block
Development Office at Paikmsl. When the demonstration started, there
were only 15 people. The village people who came to see what was
happening were very much afraid of police and government office. The

rumour was spread that police will arrest people and bombs will explode

in demonstration place. Simple villagers feared that these things will

happen and due to the fear, they kept themselves at a distance from
demonstration., Gradually, people gained strength and joined the de-

monstration. The number of people incressed crad

gave way to strength. In December 1986, the police arrested 100 people
including women and children. They were retained in Qustory for full

day and were released unconditionally. People realised that the police

has also a limited role, if they are organised together.

- P Direct 2Action

The resentment among tribal people was piling up and
eventually they decided to stop the vehicles that were plying on the
road to Gandhamardhan hills. In order to stop the vehicles they built
road blocade near Nursingnath temple, on the edge of the mountain. The
newly built forest road was blocked by peoples gate. Hundreds of people
including oldwomen and children started picketing at this point. They.
called it "Gandhamardhan Gate". Trucks belonging to BAILCO were coming
down from hills loaded with bauxite ore. People stopped it at Gandha-
mardhan Gate, they stood up in front of the truck, some laid them-
selves before it. The police came to the spot and tried to persuade

people. Chashiram Mallik, an adivasi said,"We Will not move unless
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which gives us all that we need".

similarly in Peepal Kanta on Paikmal-Khariar Road,
villagers blocked a truck losded with cement. They even blocked
the vehicle of local HMLA, Satyabhooshan Sshu, who was a supporter
of BAICO, They compelled him to spend few hours in cold night.

The main blocade gate was Gandhamardhan Gate, that opened
tourists and the district collector had to take permission from
people to on this road. The people were in faect doing the work of
forest department, trying to protect the mxxmm greenery of the hill.

All these blocades crested a psychological feeling among
tribals that they can resist government's anti-people project.
Gradually hundreds of people of different caste, of different tribal
groups assembled in the blocade point. The government had to stop

+he e ey 4t o oL L A\ PO

June 1986 the activities of BAICO on Gandhamardhan hills has come to

a halt,

5.4 Covernment attempt to distract movement

A number of committees were appointed to go into the details
of the project. The Orissa government appointed a committee under
the chairmanship of Shri Rawat. This committee gave a favourable
report, claiming that BALCO will bring ‘development® to this area,
The people challenged this report. The Central government appointed
a committee umd er the chairmanship of B.D.Nag Chowdhary. This commi-
ttee visited twice. During its first visit about 20,000 people
gathered to submit their view, Chowdhry committee gave the clearance
to BALCO, claiming that the mining of bauxite is possible without
damaging @dmxx flora and fauna of Gandhamardhan. The people
questioned this report and asked whether it is "practical®. When

Nag Chowdhry visited Gandhamardhan for second time, people boycotted
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the government stops the destruction of Gandhamardhan®". The enthu-
siasm of the people was so high that the success at Gandhamardhan
Gate aroused the feelings of villagers surrounding Gandhamardhan.
Various gates for blocading the vehicles belonging to BAICO yere set
up by people. The non-violent struggle was ® so popular that tribal
men, women and children were arrested and put behind the bars. This
action by the government strengthened the determination of people.
Reidhar Lohar stayed in Jail for 37 days and Alek Babu for 71 days.
The people filed a suit against the government for arresting the
people illegally. The district judge of Sambalpur gave the judge-
ment in favour of people and declared that the arrests were illegal,
without any ground. This judgement gave a moral boest to movement
and people flocked everywhere, ready to sacrifice their life to save

Gandhamardhan.

5.3 Blocade

Salepali is a small village on Sambalpur-Paikmal road.

The villagers errected a wooden barrier across the road. They en-
forced the blocade on all BAICO vehicles. all vehicles pessing
through the route had to stop, and the people examined the vehicles,

A truck carryihg steel for construction work of BAICO colony was
withheld in Salepali for 10 days. The villagers sat on the metalled
road and kept vigil for 24 hours. They spent time singing folk songs
and bhajans. The whole village slept on the road during night. Once
the police officer came on BALCO vehicle., The people asked him to get
down from the vehicle and walk. The vehicle was not allowed to pass
through blocade. Dhanmati, a seventy year o0ld woman said,"we will

sacrifice our lives but not Gandhamardhan. We want to save this hill
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in protest. Interestingly, the team from Centre's Department of Environ-
ment has submitted its report concluding that BALCO will destroy the

local ecosystem. Now the people are not bothered about committees,

they are determined to save the hills on people's strength.

People's dependence on forests

Dokni Bai of Salepali village, participated in picketing. She
said, "All the village people get food from the forests in Gandhamardhan.
wWe get Peetha Kanda, Karu Kanda, Kevu Kanda and fresh bamboo shoots.
we get Mahua, DPul, thar, Warangi, Citrus, Jackfruit,Mango, Maya, Bhadela
and Sitaphal®. She said that thesé different fruits are available
throughout the year. The Kana or tuber is one of the staple diet of
tribals around Gandhamardhan.

inother old woman Poornawasi Bhoi of Kbhapad-dsrog

"candhamardhan gives MEXmZ®EX us food. If it is destroyed, then how can
we live?" She said that in addition to tubers and fruits, the bamboo
provides them an employment all throughout the year.

Khankijaran, Manbhang or any other village on the foothills

of cGandhamardhan has community owned orchards, The people are depen-

dent on forests for employment and food. The collection of minor

forest produce and medicinal herbs gives them employment. They make
rope from the forest product.

Almost 40,000 tribals depend on Gandhamardhan for survival.
Their dajly life revolves round this hill. It is interesting to note
that even after using this forest resource for centuries, there is
continuous renewal of forests. ‘The impact of severe drought in
Kalahandi is not visible in the foothills of these tribal villages.

2s Kuldhar Sabar, a tribal from Khandijaran said, "The
Gandhamardhan can support the total population of India for one full

year". Yes, he was spe king from his experience base.

=
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21l these basic issues of survival of tribals linked to the
forests of Gandhamardhan is the main cause for launching a wide

people's movement against BAICO,
T}‘le Stru;‘ule COntin’j@S...--.......---.....
The tribals from about 80 villages in and around Gandhamardhan

are determined to continue the strugyle to save thelr living resource.

They are linked together by Gandhamardhan Surakhya Yuva Perished (GsyP)

a group of young people organising the struggle. This struggle is
the only people's movement launched in Orissa to save forests. The
political parties and ideological groups are kept

vening in the struggle. The fate of the project is still undecided
and the government seems to be determined to go ahead with the pro-
ject toc open BAICO, The people will carry on the struggle. They
heave put down on the walls of Nursingna;h temple, "Our Prime Minister
calls for mass movement for the preservation of environment. Is our

movement not for protecting environment?" Their movement reveals

the hollowness of the ements made by Prime Mindster.

September 28, 1987. PARD URANG HEGDE




PEOPLE'S PARTICIPATION AND ENVIRONM:

Much has been written about the depletion of non renewable resour-
ces of the Planet Earth and about the ecocide man is propagating
through the so called development based on industrialisation. The
after effects of these development policies has already started
showing in the west and in recent times there is a serious conce=-
rn all over the world to tackle the issues related to environment.
In India the famous Chipko lovement set an éxamgle of people's
involvement in saving the natmral resource such as forest. In
South India the Silent Valley controversy led to a general
awarness among the laymen and paved way for starting the anti
Bedthi agitation in Uttara Kannada. Recently the people of Karna-
taka have shown a concern towards these ecological issues and

in some cases they have acted upon some of these issues, The
uprooting of eucalypﬁus saplings in Tumkur district and the revolt
of‘villasers suffering from the pollution problem of Harihar
Polyfibre and in recent months the Appiko(Chipko )movement to save
the forest wealth are the indicators of people trying to tackle
the environmental issues. Bspecially in 1983-84 these issues

were hotly debated in the press and at the governmmental leval.

The heat generated through these debates has had a cumulative
ffect on the national scene,particularly in case of eucalyptus.

e e
Thus in breif we can say that the people of Karnataka have not

only shown an swarness to environ:tental problems but they have
acted upon it achiving some success, in changing the government
policies. :

It is very interesting to trzce the history of xk=
people's narticipation in environmental issuves, The fishreman
community .in Binaga village near Karwar were the first to start
a movemnet
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against the water pollution. i‘his was in 1980 ,the Caustic
8oda Factory at Binaga started discharging affiuents into
the open sea. Within days the fish mortality increased to
ch an alarming extent that it was impossible for the
fishreman to carry on their age old profession. They got
organised and led an movement forcing the Factory to set up
a affluent treatment plant and to install a three mile
pipe line in the sea to take the affluents deep into the
sea water.

In the same way the villagers effected in the
down streams of Tungabhadra due to Harihar Pxolyfibre
protested Xm Xke against the pollution . The Palyfibre facto
y realesed toxic substances in the river which affedted the
human and the cattle population. The press gave a wide
coverage to this problem and as a result of this. klnﬂ of
pressUYe thne racLory asreed 1O pubt up a a1~¢1<nt treatmeﬁt
plant. :

The movement of uprooting eucalyptus saplings in
some villages of Tumkur and Kolar districet is the outcome
of people's experierice in regard to the demerits of this
particular species. Large areas of land near the agriculdu-
al land was planted with eucalyptus. In subsiquent years
the villagers realised that the moisture in their field
had dissapered and the éerennial water sources dried up.
Nothing grew under these plantaions and the avalability of
fodder for the cattle dwikdled. As the prlce of eubalwnub
went up, the farmers with large iand aald¢ngs started
swithing ower to this species. Zhls also solved some of the
labour and management probhlms related to asgriculture

sector. Thus this increased the rural unemplyoment in the

countyyside adding to the already
L=
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to the vast army of the unemployed. It is the Peasent's
organisation which took the lead in activising the pent up
feelings of rural flok.

In a similar fashion and through the inspiration
of Chipko of Notrth India the people of Uttara Kannada started
Appiko Chaluvali opposing the forest policy. The forest policy
was instrumental in bringing she forest cover from 80 percent
in 1952 to a meagre of 24 percent in 1382. Large areas of
the western ghat forest was clesrfelled to make way for
commercially viable species like teak and eucalyptus. In addi-
tion to this the West Coast Paper Mill and the Plywood factory
established in Dandeli consumed the forest resources. ‘the hug
hydro electric projects of Kali submerged large tracts of
forests. These changes in the ecosystems led a series of
chain effects,particularly on the rainfall pattern and the
agricultural yield, This exfectea the lives of people in many

ways and in order 1o save the forest wezlthe they started a

non voilent movement of hugging trees to save them from
axeman.,

All the £= cases cited above represent a common
phenomenon, The EsizkXishuzmt L the Harihar Polyfibre and
the Caustic Soda in Binaga were established with the obgectmve
of removing the backwardéness of certain regions
provide employment of the people. However these
against the objective,mm insteac [ ereating employn
Cﬂumtlc Soda factory has thrown out the fraditional
from their age 0ld professit ihig factory in Bin:
employed about 800 workers and has dispaaced 5000 fishremean.
Only 15 of these displaced fishreman have been provided job
in the factory. In the same way the Polyfibre factory has
affected the lives of the villagers due to the pllution of
water. Palluting one of the
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ssick resources,i.e, Water they have affected the lives
of many people in the countryside. The threat mf ke to the
ife supporting system foreed the people to fight for their
survival., 1In the same way the dénudation fo the forest wealth
has had a deep effect on the lives of the people. Pgoples'
participation in all these cases has come after they have
experienced the difficulties. However it is mainly against the
policies of the government of planting eucalypts or felling
of trees for meeting the demands of the industries. In both
these cases the interest of the villagers has been jettisoned,
These opposition or the Yeople's movement represeﬂt the
disregard of goVernmemt policies in evolving a wviable develop-
nent alternative involving the people. :

The kind of people's particination zx®=xms mentioned
above stems out as a result of negative aspects of a particu-
lar policy. The need of the hour is how to chana¥lise the -
awareness in a constructive way. Based on the Chipko experiereé
the Appiko movement in Karnataka has taken up the task of

environmental education among the public. Accepting that the

forest cover is denuded, it is very important to see how we
ca

. grow the tree cover on these dernmded land. If we want %o
conserve the forest wealth, it is necessary that the pressure
onn the existing forests is reduced through alternatives to
the Torest based raw materizdls. People were motivated to use
new chulas which saved half of the wood consumed. In the samé
way alternative sources of energy like gobar gas and solar
energy is propagated to save the fuelwood. These kind of
positive approaches are = crucial =¥ to motivate the people
to contribute positively. This kind of work is being done
only by the non governmental agencies and the governemtnt
departments has to learn a lot from them. To raise the forést'
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it is very essential that the people residing near these area
also taken into confidence. It is impossible to grow trees in
the area with barbed wire. In the same way it is important to
congider the choices of local peonle in deciding what kind
of trees or species is suitable to the local conditions. The
@ucalypts may not be a suitable species,but can we leave the

-

barren land for further degradation ? Thus accepting the need
to grow some or the other kind of trees in the barren langm
it should be left to the loeal people to choose among the
fast grewing species.

In case of water and air pollution it is
kvery nﬁcessafy that the people should be allowed to see the
affluent treatment plants. in many cases these treatment plants
is just a show piece to escape the legal complications., They
are rarely switbhed on and the pcople are fooled. These indust-
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Tutants which affect the mikk society in various ways. Ubless

ries rarely recognise the social costs involved in this kind of
ol

D
the people are taken into ponsideration the problem of pollution
is difficult to solwe . At times i% may lead to a greater
con¥lict between the factory and the people,

- ‘At governmental level there is lack of

co ordination vebtween warious depariments. At one place the
forest departuent tries to raise the forest and the tribal
welfare departrent distributes goats and buffalloes. It is the

people w

and schemes.

The motivation part in people's involvement is.

very iﬁpar'ant. At times it is spontaneous® and in other cases
I Smpoe
we may nave to taeke initiative tc encourage the people. But

it is/ moxe important to see that the spontaneous or other

i
7t
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kind of movements is not limited to a short period. In order

to sustain it ism necessary to iantroduce positive elements

and give thee resmosnibility to people.

In conclusion it should be mentioned that the problem

14
of conserving the natural resources and that of alleviating

poverty is co related. In the countryside the common villager
is more worried about his next meal snd if no alternative is
provided he will chop the tree to earn his living. 50 it is
essential to see that he is provided with an alternative source
of livelyhood. The vast strecth of barren land in our

country provides an opportunity to utilise the unused human
capital, The Chipko experience in Himalayas has shown that

by involving the women in regenerating the forest it is possible
to give employment 10 many people. The wvillegers have opted for
a Caretaker who looks after the regenerated foreet svez =ond
hexs is paid by the village contributing from each family.
The policy makers should learn from such experiences and

gear the governmentzal machiney towards such practical solution

i
The development pleoicies v ced till now has left a vast
number. of people unemployved., In addition ko it there are
numerious side affects of such development programme,
ordér to wutilise this wvest human capitsl, i¥ is necessary
to develop the basic resources land, walter and so0il through

involving the people,

Pandurang Hegde
Hulemalgi Building
Parisara canmrekshns Aendra

Sirsi 58140




CONSERVING AGRICULTURAL BIODIVERSITY AND PEOPLE'S KNOWLEDGE

- Pandurang Hegde

India is one among those regions wellknown for its biodiversity.

The people living in the region have put in efforts to harvest the
wild biodiversity and have domesticated the plants and seeds for
growing agricultural crops. For many centuries the farmers have
carefully looked after the soil and harvested crops to support the
population. They have struggled hard to evolve seeds that are
suitable to particular agro economic situation. The seed husbandry
practices of the farmer has led to numerous varieties in staple
crops like rice, wheat and millets, The most important characteristic
of these varieties is the utility value of each variety to a
particular farmer in different ecozones. The diverse climatic zones
has also motivated the farmer to evolve those varieties that are

suitable to specific agro-climatic conditions.

The farmer has developed these varieties in collabaration with the

available natural resources. The farming system was closely linked

to the livestock keeping, which provided the inputs for agriculture.

The holistic concept was the basis of agricultural biodiversity.

EROSION OF AGRICULTURAL DIVERSITY

The introduction of plant breeding techniques into agriculture has
placed greater emphases on developing superior varieties that
increase the grain yield. These varieties were responsive to
chemical inputs and use of pesticides. The propagation of such

superior HYV (or High Responsive Varieties) through government

..2




extension department and provision of subsidies in the initial
stages has éttracted the farmers towards chemical agriculture.

In this process thenumerous varieties that the farmer cultivated
has been abondended. Many varieties have become extinct and there
are many other varieties on the verge of extinction. Reliaﬁce on
@ narrow genetic base has threatened the food security of country.
Farmers have stopped growing the varieties that evolved over
countries. The emphasis on HRV (High Responsive Varieties) were

short lived.

The farmers realised the futility of depending on few varieties as
the incidence of pests and disease attack increased forcing him to
use more chemicals. The exensive use of chemicals in agriculture

has had adverse effect on the soil, water and health of people.

There are many instances wherein the farmer wants to revert back to

traditional varieties, but they are not available in the region.
The farmer and the soils are addicted to the chemical inputs. The
agricultural scientists assure that the biotechnology will provide
answers to this question of excessive use of chemical inputs by

developing strains that are resistant to pests and disease.

EROSION OF PEOPLES KNOWLEDGE

The farmers have developed crop varieties that are suitable to

their soil. 1In evolving such varieties they have imbibed a knowledge
base that meets.the requirements of their needs for food and fodder.
However there has been a systematic process of supressing such
knowledge as 'traditional and ‘unscientific'. The agricultural
practices propagated by Agricultural Universities and government

extension agents is the only 'Scientific' knowledge.




This so called scientific knowledge has been responsible 'for
erosion of peoples knowledge. With the constant propaganda,
farmers started doubting the wisdom of their own knowledge base
which has evolved through trial and error methods over centuries.
The present education system has also been responsible for erosion

of peoples knowledge as they stressed the need to be more 'scientific’

The combinéd effect of government propaganda and undue importance

given to chemical agriculture has forced the farmer to feel that

their knowledge is inferior and his practices are not ‘scientific’'.

The consumer culture has also led to creation of demand for
standardised products. The present trend of processing agricultural
and horticultural products is forcing the farmer to grow specific
crop varieties/fruits to suit the needs agricultural processing
industries. The standardisation to meet the needs of the market has
also reduced the agricultural diversity on the farm. The consumer
is not aware of the diverse characteristics of the varieties grown

by farmers. This has narrowed the choices of farmers and consumers.

The onslaught of chemical agriculture has caused the erosion of
agricultural diversity by limiting the choice éf farmers. ' The
farmers right to choose a partigular variety is replaced by those
varieties which are developed by MNC's (Multi National Cémpanies).
The self reliance of the farmer in owning and sowing the seed of
his choice is rgplaced by reliance on seedis of private companies.

The choice to sow a particular seed is no more with the farmer.




PATENT ON SEEDS

The present situation of implementing the GATT agreement permits
patenting on seeds and plants., The efforts of centuries by the
farmers in evolving a particular crop variety is hijacked by

profit motive of companies, who can patent on genetic code of the
plants developed by farmers. The patenting of seeds and plants will
accelerate the process of erosion of diversity £n the agriculture
sector. The concept of owing seeds or patenting on see&s is
ethically not acceptable to the farming community in India. 1In

| India the seed is the property of the community and not an individual.
The patenting will lead to destruction of the self reliance of
farming community and denying their right over the seeds. Farmers
rights is being replaced by patents, destroying the basis of

agricultural biodiversity.

CONSERVING AGRICULTURAL DIVERSITY

In this moment of crisis,a unique effort to conserve the agricultural
diversity has been initated by a group of concerned individuals
through 'Navadanya'. Navadanya literally means nine seeds, that
represents diversity in the agriculture, with emphasis on staple

crops and oil seeds to meet the reguirement of family and livestock.

In order to conserve agricultural diversity Navdanya has initiated
a series of insitu conservation of indegenious varieties grown by
farmers. These varieties are regrown and effort is made to
reintroduce the varjeties in the areas where it has become extinct.
By this method the agricultural diversity can be maintained in the

fields of farmers. This live interaction of farmer with the
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seed and creating awareness about the importance of the varieties
is one of the main activities of Wavdanya in motivating farmers to

conserve agricultural biodiversity.

Conservation of agricultural biodiversity is not restricted to insitu

conservation of indegenious varieties. The Navdanya interaction is

spread in different ecological zones of Gorhwal H,melayas, Deccan

plaim and Western ghats. Theexperience has shown that the work

has to be combined with creating awareness at consumer level. The
agricultural diversity has to be conserved with the utility value
and not just for conserving the varieties. It is only when the
utility factor becomes prominent, the farmer takes keen interest in
conserving the indegenious varieties. Again the approach has to be
heolistic. We need to tackle the issue of biodiversity through
holistic farming system approach, including livestock and water

management.

The forces of erosion of agricultural diversity are numerocus and

the implementation of GATT will further accelerate the process:” of
erosion. Under such circumstances it is essential to formulate a
sound practice to conserve the biodiversity to help the farmers to

maintain their self reliance.

Pandurang Hegde
Hulemalgi Bldg
Showkiamt

SIRSI 581401
Karnataka




FUEL-WOOD OR PULP-WOOD ?
( Part= I )

Nagrgund is one of the interior villages of Dharwad
Digtrict in Karnataka. It is on thevedge of Western Ghats
with vast areas of revenue land utilised by villagers to
collect fuelwood and fodder, This common property is one
of the main resource of 4000 people residing in the village,
Through constant overuse the land is degraded but still it
provided rescurce to landless labourers and marginal farmers,
In the rainy season of 1989 a private undertak:;;‘Karnataka
Pulp-iWood Limited (KPL) encroached upon this common prope rty
Iesource in Nagund and bulldozed the area. They wanted to
plant eucalyptus. The villagers organised themselves and
oppesed taking over of #illage land, The villagers planted
indegenious saplings of fodder trees.

As the rainy season approached in 1990 the villagers

became active and organised themselves to protect'the village

‘ &
land. Surrcunding villagers near Nagund had already lost
their common property to KPL as the latter succeeded in Plant -
ing eucalystus. There were sproadic opposition from villagers
but thé KPL, managed to win over the village leaders and
Mandal Panchayat Pradhans, However, in Nagund the villagers
decidcd to protect their common property. The villagers formed
"Nagarjun Parisara Samithi“. a village lev:l conservation

Committee to organise the struggle. This comnittee established

contact with many other organisations in the district and sought

their assistance in'the struggle., Citizensg Environment Commie <

ttee, Ranebennur and Samaja Parivarthan Samdaya, a voluntary

organisat ion took active part in the struggle,

®
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On 15th August, 1990 the villagers from Nagund launched
a campaign to plant trees on the common land. Dr. Shivaram
Karanth, the eminent literary figure and environmentalist
addressed the people., He called upon the people to protect
their resource from being snatched away by inddstrial intereéts.
Chandi Prasad Bhatt of Chipko Movement was present to support
the action of villagers. In addition to it Jyoti-Bhai Desai,
a veteran Ganjhian emphasised the need to organise the struggle
in a non-voilent way. 7The Sarvodaya leader from Karnataka

Santosh Kaulgi was also present in the meeting.,

As the villagers took sapling; and started proceeding
towards the commdn land the KPL representative came and showed
the injunction order issued by local court prohibiting entry

——of-willagers-dnto common land. The representative brought a
lawyer and police force with him to enforce the order. The
injunction was basically against the members of Nagarjuﬁa

Parisara Sauniti, These Orders were not served to people.

The spokesman of village éhallenged the validity of court
Order. He showed the record df rights iésueﬁ by the Revenue
authorities issued on 14th August, 1990; i.e, previous ﬁay
stating that Survey Number 217 and 291 0£320 ascres was : revenue
land and that it was never hénded over to KPL. Obviously, the
court has issued an order that has no validity bécausé the land
belonged to Revenue Authorities, The px represenﬁative of KPL

insisted that they got the land from forest department. But

he could not produce any document. The villagers told them

that the land belongs to the village and they will protect it at

any cCost,
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The police said that they will arrest people who would
venture to plant saplings on the cownon land. There were
women, elders and children in hundreds who were ready for the
arrests, The women went ahead and led othér people, Breaking
police order the villagers planted 1500 saplings éf indegenicus

species in the common land. While planting they chanted slogans

and songs to protect the village property,

The struggle was on and the police wanted to arrest people
for planting trees, At that moment Assistant querintendent
of Police came with more police force, The police officer
expressed the intention of arresting only 20-30 pecple, esgpecially

the memers of village conservation comnittee, But the village
women came forward and volunteered for arrest. They quest ioned

the police officer "we collect fuelwood from this land. It

belongs to the village, it is the KPL which has voilated law by

snatching our property, But you are on the side of KPL, Are

you protecting and supporting those who break the law?". The
Police had to confront such questions and they realised that

a;l the villagers were volunteering for arrest including children
and Qomen. AThe people said "If you want to arreést, then arrest

all of us, We will not allow you to arrest only few villagers",

The Chipko leader Chandi Prasad Shatt asked "on what grounds are
you arresting us? For protecting our land? For having planted. -
trees?", The police officer realised the strength of people and
instead of arresting he bowed down to peoples pressure and left

the village.
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The victory of Navgund has enhanced the conf idence

of villagers in Hirekerur taluka in Dharwad District,

Karnataka. The people have gshowed a way tg‘fight the induste
rial lobby. - The KPL has been alloted 35000 hectares of 1and
by Karmtaka govermment to plant eucalyptus, This eucalyptus

will help the private industry Harilmar Rolyfibers. In order

to help one single industry'the government has ignordd the

inter-sts of thousands of villagers who utilise this land in
various wayse. 'Thgy coliect fuelwood, they get fodder and

graze their cattle on its Bat now at many places kt is taken

aWway by KPL and planted with eucalyptus. The government is

for helping to grow pulpwood one single industry. It is not

interestea-iﬂ”ﬁﬁlpinéxiékhs deVillagers who need fuelwood.
pulpwood is ingortant;than fuelwood, the industrial interest
triumphs over villagers need,

= PANDURANG HEGDE
Halemalgi Building
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FUEL-WOOD OR PULP-WOCD ?
( Part= I )

N%%gund is one of the interior villages of Dharwad

X

Digtrict in Karnataka. It is on the edge of Western Ghats
with vast arcas of revenue land utilised by villagers to
collect fuelwood and fodder, This common property is one

of the main resource of 4000 people residing in the village,

Through constant overuse the land is degraded but still it

provide& resource to landless labourers and marginal farmers.
I8

In the rainy season of 1989 a private undertaking Karnataka

Pulp-wood Limited (KPL) encroached upon this common prope rty
resource in Nagund and bulldozed the area. They wanted to
plant eucalyptus. The villagers organised themselves and
opposed taking over of village land, The villagers planted
indegenious saplings of fodder trees,

As the rainy season approached in 1990 the villagers
became active and organised themselves to protect the village
land. Surrounding villagers near Nagund had already lost
their common property to KPL as the latter succeeded in plante
ing eucalyptuse There were sproadic opposition from villagers
but the KPL managed to win over the village leaders and
Mandal Panchayat Pradhans, However, in Nagund the villagers
decided to protect their common property. The villagers formed
“"Nagarjun Parisara Samithi", a village level conservation
Committee to organise the struggle., This comnittee established_» ,
contact with many other organisations in the district and sought
their assistance in the struggle, Citizens Environment Commie g
ttee, Ranebennur and Samaja Parivarthan Samudaya, a voluntary

Oorganisation took active part in the struggie,




2 -
On 15th August, 1990 the villagers from Nagund launched
a campaign to plant trees on the commonAland. Dr. Shivaram
Karanth, the eminent literary figure and environmentalist
addressed the people. FHe called upon the people to protect
their rescurce from being snatched away by industrial interests.
éhandi Prasad Bhatt of Chipkec Movement was present to support

the action of villagers. 1In addition to it Jyoti-Bhai Desai,

a veteran Gandhian eméhasised the need to organise the struggle

in a non-voilent way. The Sarvodaya leader from Karnataka

Santosh Kaulgi was also present in the meeting.

As the villagers took saplings and started proceeding
towards the common land the KPL representative came and showed
the injunction order issued by local court prohibiting entry
of villagers into common land. The representative brought a
lawyer and police force with him to enforce the order. The
injunction was basically against the members of Nagarjuna

Parisara Samniti, These Orders were not served to people.

The spokeésman of village challenged the validity of court
Order, He ghowed the record of rights issued by the Reyenue
authorities issued on 14th August, 199, i.e. previous day
stating that sSurvey Number 217 and 291 of320 aéres was a revenue
land and that it was never handed over to KPL. Cbviocusly, the
court kas issued an order that has no validity because the land
belohged to Revenue Authorities., The px representative of KPL
insisted that they got the land from forest department. But
he could not broduce any document. The villagers tocld them
that the land belongs to the village and they will protect it at

any cost,
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The police said that they will arrest people who would
venture to plant saplings on the common land. There were
women, elders and children in hundreds who were ready for the
arrests. The women went ahead and led othdr pecple, Breaking
police order the villagers planted 1500 saplings of indegenious

species in the common land. While planting they chanted slogans
and songs to protect the village property.

The struggle was on and the police wanted to arrest people
for planting tr=es, At that moment Assistant Superintendent
of Police came with more police forcg. The police officer
expressed the intention of arresting only 20-30 people, egpecially

the memers of wvillage conservation committee, But the village
women came forward and volunteered for arrest, They questioned

the police officer "we collect fuelwood from this land. It

belongs to the village, it is the KPL which has voilated law by

SQatching our property, But you are on the side of KPL, Are

you protecting énd suP§orting those who break the 1law?"“. The
Police had to confront such questions and they realised that

all the villagers‘were volunteering for arrest including children
and women. The people said "If you want to arrést, then arrest

all of us. We will not allow you to arrest only few villagers".

The Chipko leader Chandi Prasad 3hatt asked "“on what grounds are -
you arresting us? For protecting our land? For having planted
trees?". The police officer realised the strength of people and

instead of arresting he bowed down to peoples pressure and left

the village.
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The victory of Navgund has enhanced the conf idence

of villagers in Hirekerur taluka in Dharwad District,

Karnataka. The people have showed a way to fight the induste
rial lobby. The KPL has been alloted 3BOO0 hectares of land

by Karmtaka govermment to plant eucalyptus, This euésalyptus

Wwill help tite private industry Harimar PRolyfibers. 1In order

to help one single industry the government has ignordd the

inter=sts of thousands of villagers who utilise this land in
varicus ways., They collect fuelwood, they get fodder andg

graze their cattle on it, Bat now at many places kt is taken

away by KPL and planted with eucalyptus. The governm?np_{§b >
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for helpkng to grow pulpwood/ one single iddustry. It is not

N

interésted in helping lakhs of villagers who need fuelwood.

Bulpwood is important than fuelwoody—gle industrial interest
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triumphs over willsgers need., < - E f
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