You may like to read
the article by Sglim Ali on

Vount Karlash in this jssue.

Encl: 'HeSonance'.




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034. India.
Phone: Off : Tel : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-314064 Res: 040-315683

5 February, 1997

Mr. Zafar Futehally

# 2205 Oakwood, 8th Main
3rd Block, Koramangala
BANGALORE 560 034

Dear Mr. Futehally,

Many thanks for yours of 28/1/97 and the enclosed copy of Resonance (vol. 2 no. 1), with material on Dr.
Salim Ali, in it! Makes interesting reading and a valuable addition to the library and database!

Thank you too for publishing the review of the Sultanpur booklet, wherein the major flaw, on my part, was
the incomplete title to Abdulali & Panday’s Delhi checklist. Thanks also for reviewing Mayura in your
editorial.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely

5 February, 1997 Page 1/1




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-3314064 Res: 040-3315683

24 April, 1997

Mr Zafar Futehally

# 2205 Oakwood Apartments
Jakkasandra Layout
Koramangala

3rd Block, 8th Main

Bangalore 560034

Dear Mr. Futehally,
At the outset, Congratulations on being presented the Salim Ali International Award for Nature Conservation!

In the last issue of Pitta (# 72), I mentioned in the editorial about a Haircrested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus
which came into my garden miraculously one morning, and was seen sipping nectar from a flowering coral tree.
I thought (and wrote as much) that if birdwatchers from across the country kept (or have been keeping) notes of
the arrival and departure dates of their sightings of this particular species and also notes on the flowering of
Erythrina and silk cotton trees, we could perhaps draw an interesting picture about not just the distribution of
this bird but also establish the relationship between it and the flowering trees, thereby understanding its local
movements better.

I was pleasantly surprised when I received a letter from Mr. J C Daniel (Hon. Sec., B.N.H.8.) a few days ago,

commenting upon this part of my editorial, with a list of areas and dates on which specimens (of the haircrested
drongo) in the Society’s collection, , were collected.

I think that a small and very interesting project for the readers of the Newsletter could be started on the same
theme. Readers should send their observations of the haircrested drongo — date of observation, situation of bird,
presence/absence of any species of flowering trees in the vicinity of the observation and the behaviour of the bird
vis-a-vis the flowering trees. If we receive observations from across the country, a very interesting pattern could
emerge. Perhaps a reader would like to volunteer the coordination and compilation of this data. His/her address
should be published in the subsequent issue of the Newsletter to facilitate communication between the observer
and the coordinator. Findings would be published in the Newsletter after a year.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely

24 April, 1997




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat”, Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-3314064 Res: 040-3315683

29 April, 1997

Mr Zafar Futehally

# 2205 Oakwood Apartments
Jakkasandra Layout
Koramangala

3rd Blodk, 8th Main
Bangalore 560 034

Dear Mr Futehally, é (Lwdﬁ,gf,a%Lmﬁﬁ( 0

I enclose a small piece which I fear is more emotiona\gchan scientific
in content. But yet, since I wrote it, I thought I'd send it to you, it
not fit for publication, at least to read and tell me whether it deserves
to be published anywhere (Hornbill ?). Or whether I should file it as
one should such pieces since they satisfy an urge to write more than
any thing else and above all things ? Do let me know your frank view.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely

Encl: Mss. ‘Owl Therapy’.




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3320269 Fax: 040-3314064 Res: 040-3315683

Ref: Mine of 29-4-1997
15 May, 1997

Mr Zafar Futehally

# 2205 Oakwood Apartments
Jakkasandra Layout
Koramangala

3rd Block, 8th Main

Bangalore 560 034

Dear Mr Futehally,

In retrospection, 1 feel that the article which I sent with my letter of
29-4-97, is not quite right for the Newsletter. (I had called your

house on 13th May—to discuss this with you—but was informed you
were away in Bombay). It is more of a ‘magazine’ type of piece. 1 am
sending a slightly modified version to the editors of Hornbill. Lets see
what their opinion is. One does not generally read such type of
‘personal’ articles in our journalsl

With best wishes




Zafar Futehally 2205 Oakwood, 8th Main,
5rd Block, Koramangala,
BANGALORE -~ 560 034

Tele.No: 5533684

30th May 1997

Uy

r. Aasheesh Pittie,
8=2-545 1YPrem Parvat",
Road No.7,

Banjars Hills,
HYDERABAD - 500 03%4

My dear Aasheesh,

I have just come back to Bangalore
after 2 1/2 month, and 1 find various
letters from you.

'Owl Therapy' - This requires
sSome meditation and I will write back
to you after a few days.

Yours sincerely,

/ = {
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Zafar Futchally
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Zafar Futehally 2205 Oakwood, 8th Main,
3rd Block, Koramangala,
BANGALORE - 560 034
Tole.No: 5533684

2nd July 1997

Dear égL@ﬂﬁuﬂ@@ﬁV

THE BIRDS OF COORG

Alr Marshal K.C. Cariappa (Retd), President of the Coorg
Wildlife Society, is anxious to produce an illustrated book
describing the birds of Coorg. He asked for my suggestions and
I told him I would first write to a few friends to get their
advice on how to proceed with this project, coll~te the information
I received, and then write to him., I would be grateful if you
could let me have your comments on the following modue operandi
for accomplishing this objective.

1) The general format should be like that of the Birds of
Periyar by Robertson & Jackson., The short description
of each Family followed by a brief account on each
species 18 a useful arrangement for tha novice and the
expert allke,

Coloured plates of the common Species like the red-vented
and red-whiskered bulbul are unnecessary as they are
wldely known and can be identified with ease. Coloured
plates should be of those birde which are somewhat rare
and where a picture is a help in identification. From
the viewpoint of identification there is little need in
having a crow depicted in colour. But a fairy bluebird
or a Scarlet minivet in colour wounld help identification
apart from making the book attractive. -

Much of the information is available in articles in the
journals of the BNES and in books. It is largely a matter
of putting this information in the format suggested above.

However, it is important to include information about
the present status of species which are guffering from
habitat changes, and at the same time make suggesStions
for their protection, This will be an important part
of the book and should provide guidelines for the :
Administrators of Coorg.

S e







To achieve this objective the first need is to select
an editor who can be given the facilities to stay in

Coorg for about a month in May/June to get a feel of
the resident birds, and then again in December/January

to get a n idea of the migrant population.

I believe the Air Marshal would ensure that proper
facilities and a suitable honorarium would be provided
to the editor for pursuing the task., He is anxious

that the book should be ready within two years from now,

I will be most grateful if you will take the trouble to
write to me fairly soon (within a fortnight ?), about what your
views are about this proposal, Any ideas you may have about a
possible editor and the overall cost of the project would help

greatly in finalising this plan,

Yours sincerely,

«4 tfm
Zofar TFutehally
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Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3320269 Fax : 040-3314064 Res: 040-3315683

Ref: Yours of 2-7-1997.

7 July, 1997

Mr Zafar Futehally

2205 Oakwood, 8th Main
3rd Block, Koramangala
Bangalore 560 034

Dear Mr Futehally,

Thanks for your above, which [ received today. What a wonderful idea to publish a book on the birds
of Coorg! It will be almost 50 years since Betts’ paper in the Journal, too!

Your points regarding the modus operandi seem comprehensive enough, though a major emphasis has
to be on notes from contemporary birders, however few they may be.

I am able to think of the following few points at this instant, but will write if any thing more strikes
me in the future.

As estates are such an integral part of Coorg, there should be a chapter on how estate owners can
protect and indeed enhance bird-fauna on their estates, thus ensuring avifaunal diversity.
Restricting unnecessary lopping on estates, allowing dead and decaying trees to remain, using
minimum chemicals, etc.

A chapter on where to watch birds in Coorg would also be welcome.

A few areas could be recommended for protected status to the state forest department.

I am sorry about not coming to the bird-walk in mid-June in Bangalore. Our program to visit
Chettinad was preponed all of a sudden, and we left a day before that Sunday.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely

7 Tuly, 1997




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3352269 Fax : 040-3356064 Res: 040-3350683

19 August, 1997

Mr Zafar Futehally

# 2205 Oakwood Apartments
Jakkasandra Layout

Koramangala 3rd Block, 8th Main
Bangalore 560 034

Dear Mr Futehally,

This 1s with reference to “Project: Haircrested Drongo” [N.L.B.W. 37(3): 48], and my proposal that
someone volunteer to collect and compile observations of readers from across the country.
Apparently, since my letter to you, a similar request was made by Mr J C Daniel, to members of the
Bombay Natural History Society, through the Secretary’s Letter to them. In this he mentioned that I
will collect and compile the information. I have since received data from a couple of BNHS members.

[ think 1t will be appropriate if you could carry a note to this effect and perhaps ask readers to send
their observations to me directly. Or if they do send them to you, you could forward them to me.

With best wishes and regards,

Sincerely

19 August, 1997




Aasheesh Pittie
"Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3352269 Fax: (040-3356064 Res: 040-3350683

19 August, 1997

Mr Zatar Futehally

#2205 Oakwood Apartments
Jakkasandra Layout
Koramangala

3rd Block, Sth Main
Bangalore 560 034

Dear Mr Futehally,

In Newsletter for Birdwatchers vol. 37 no 3, on page 45, Dr. Asad R. Rahmani gives an example of
how names of birds get changed between the title of a note and the text. He refers to an “article”
authored by me [NLBW 36(6): 115] on Ploceus benghalensis.

To set the record straight, I would like to call your attention to the fact that the “article” under
consideration was actually part of a letter, dated 27 October 1996, I had written to you and that the
title of the “article” was not provided by me.

I would be grateful if you could somehow rectify this ‘technicality’ in a future issue of the Newsletter.

Thanking you, with best wishes and regards,

Yours sincerely

Dr Asad R Rahmani, Director, BNHS, Hormnbill House, Dr Salim Ali Chowk, Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Road, Mumbai 500 023.

19 August, 1997 Page 1




Zafar Futehally - 2205 Oakwood, 8th Main,
12 & 3rd Block, Koramangala,
75 BANGALORE - 560 034

Tele.No: 5533684

22nd August 1997

' Jﬁﬂ 24 oA Areay J} AlNg & Axkoily
Mr. Aasheesh Pittie, ot : . : :
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", % rfuﬁﬂlcmihcn fﬁ»ﬁs ,%dk*(if,

Road No.7,
Banjara Hills,

HYDERABAD - 500 034

My dear Aasheesh,

I am perhaps being a nuisance and if so, ignore this
letter.

I have to write a section on Birds for the Handbook of
the Anglade Institute of Natural History, Shembagnur, Kodaikanal.
I do not know whether you have seen this publication which is
edited by Fr. K.M. Matthew SJ. He is well known for his flora
of South India and is generally a very competent naturalist.

During my four years' stay in Kodaikanal from 1989-92, .
I wrote an occasional piece on the birds of the area for the _» NLANW
Newsletter. Is it easy for you on your computer to retrieve
Tthese pieces? Is it possible to send me a list of the bird
Species arranged according to families, from the following
articles

1) Article by Rev. A., Navaro SJ, on Birding in Koraikanal.
Newsletter for Birdwatchers, Vol.14, August 1974.

2) List from the three articles by T.V. Narayana,
NLEW, Vol.l19,"NoB .10, 11 & 12,

3) Article by Sahabuddin Gazala,
BNHS Journal, April 1997.

I repeat that if this involves you in too much trouble,
just let me know and drop it,

I will include your Note about Bird Lists together with
a facsimilie from PITTA in the Sept/Oct. issue.

Yours sincerely,

[)
il
//\Zafaf"Futehally

|
|

A




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off: 040-3352269 Fax : 040-3356064 Res: 040-3350683

Ref: Yours dated 22-8-1007.
29 August, 1997

Mr Zafar Futchally

#f 2205 Oakwood

8th Main, 3rd Block
Koramangala
BANGALORE 560 034

Dear Mr Futehally,

I enclose, a list of birds found in the Kodaikanal and Palni Hills regions. | hope it is in order.

Also enclosed is a list of the species’ English names, arranged in alphabetical order, as they appear in the
various texts [ have referred to. I'm afraid I have not used any capitals in this list, primarily to increase
typing speed!

I have inserted a 2 mark against some species—either against their common or their scientific name. This
indicates that either I have not understood the common name and so could not pin-point its scientific name:
or that there might be some doubt about the very record itself. I suggest you scrutinize the list from this
angle, once.

I have kept both lists on my computer, and will continue to do so till | hear from you that what is enclosed is
useful. Only on receipt of your letter will I erase them.

I draw your attention to Newsleter for Birdwatchers vol. 34 no 3 (May-Junc 1994), which carried my index
for the period 1980-1991. [ have taken the liberty to refer papers/notes which are listed in this issue under
Tamil Nadu / Kodaikanal, and have included birds from them also. | hope this is ok.

If the Anglade Institute of Natural History, Shembagnur, Kodaikanal publishes an occassional Jjournal which

contains articles / papers on birds, it would be worthwhile indexing it into my database. Could you please send
me the address of this Institute, so that I may write to them for details. Would it be in order if I used your name
as reference?

If1 could do anything else, please do not hesitate to write.
With best wishes and regards,

Yours sincerely

7/e‘(\«(\ o

Encl: as above.

29 August, 1997




FAMILY

Ardcidac

Accipitridae

Falconidae

Phasianidae

Turnicidae
Rallidae
Charadriidac

Columbidae

Psittacidae

Cuculidae

Strigidae

BIRDS OF KODAIKANAL AND PALNI REGION

ENGLISHNAME

Intermediate Egrel
Malay Bittern

Chestnut Bittem
Blackwinged Kite
Honey Buzzard

Panah Kite

Shikra

Crested Goshawk
Sparrow-Hawk

Besra Sparrow-Hawk
Buzzard

Mountain Hawk-Eagle
Crested Hawk-Eagle
Black Eagle

Pale Harrier

Crested Serpent Eagle
Lesser Kestrel

Kestrel

Painted Bush Quail

Red Spurfowl

Grey Junglefowl
Yellowlegged Button Quail
Whitebreasted Waterhen
Redwattled Lapwing
Wood Snipe

Woodcock

Greyfronted Impenal Pigeon
Jerdon’s Imperial Pigeon
Nilgiri Wood Pigeon
Spotted Dove

Emerald Dove
Roseringed Parakeet
Blossomheaded Parakeet
Bluewinged Parakeet
Indian Lorikeet

Pied Crested Cuckoo
Common Hawk-Cuckoo
Indian Cuckoo

Plaintive Cuckoo

Koel

Small Greenbilled Malkoha
Crow-Pheasant

Barn Owl

Collared Scops Owl
Forest Eagle-Owl

Brown Fish Owl

Mottled Wood Owl
Edible Nest Swiftlet

Large Brownthroated Spinetail

Swifl
Alpine Swift

SCIENTIFIC NAME

Egretta intermedia
Gorsachius melanolophus
Ixobrychus cinnamomeus
Elanus cacruleus

Pernis ptilorhyncus
Milvus migrans
Accipiter badius

A rivirgatus

A. nisus

A. virgatus

Buteo buteo

Spizaetus nipalensis

S. cirrhatus

Ictinaetus malayensis
Circus macrourus
Spilornis cheela

Falco naumanni

F. tinnunculus

Perdicula erythrorhyncha
Galloperdix spadicea
Gallus sonneratii

Turnix tanki
Amaurornis phoenicurus
Vanellus indicus
Gallinago nemoricola
Scolopax rusticola

? Treron pompadora

?

Columba elphinstonii
Streptopelia chinensis
Chalcephaps indica
Psittacula krameri

P. cyanocephala

P. columboides
Loriculus vernalis
Clamator jacobinus
Cuculus varius

C. micropterus
Cacomantius passerinus
Eudynamys scolopacea
Rhopodytes viridirostris
Centropus sinensis

Tyto alba

Otus bakkamoena

Bubo nipalensis

B. zeylonensis

Strix ocellata

Collocalia unicolor
Chaetura gigantea

Apus melba




FAMILY
Trogonidac
Alcedinidae

Meropidac

Upupidace
Buccrotidae

Capitonidac

Picidae

Pittidae
Alaudidae

Hirundinidae

Laniidae

Oriolidae
Dicruridae

Artamidae
Sturnidae

Corvidae

Campephagidac

BIRDS OF KODAIKANAL AND PALNI REGION

ENGLISH NAME

Crestsed Tree Swift
Malabar Trogon
Common Kingfisher
Whitebreasted Kingtisher
Chestnutheaded Bee-Eater
Bluetailed Bee-Eater
Green Bee-Eater
Bluebearded Bee-Eater
Hoopoe
Common Grey Homnbill
Malabar Grey Hombill
Malabar Pied Hornbill
Great Pied Hombill
? Large Green Barbet
Small Green Barbet
Coppersmith Barbet
Speckled Piculet
Little Scalybellied Green
Woodpecker
Small Yellownaped Woodpecker
[esser Goldenbacked
Woodpecker
Goldenbacked
Woodpecker
Yellowfronted Pied Woodpecker
Larger Goldenbacked
Woodpecker
[ndian Pitta
Malabar Crested Lark
Eastern Skylark
? Ceylon Bush Lark
Dusky Crag Martin
House Swallow
Redrumped Swallow
Baybacked Shrike
Rufousbacked Shrike
Brown Shrike
Blackheaded Oriole
Grey Drongo
Whitebellied Drongo
Bronzed Drongo
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo
Ashy Swallow-Shrike
Common Myna
Jungle Myna
Hill Myna
Indian Tree Pie
? House Crow
Jungle Crow
XLarge Wood Shrike
Large Cuckoo-Shrike
Blackheaded Cuckoo-Shrike

2
Pus F W-M

Threetoed

SCIENTIFIC NAME

Hemiprocne longipennis
Harpactes fusciatus
Alcedo atthis

Haleyon smyrnensis
Merops leschenauiti

M. philippinus

M. orientalis
Nyetyornis athertoni
Upupa epops

Tockus birostris

T griseus
Anthracoceros coronatus
Buceros bicornis
Megalaima zeylanica

M. viridis

M. haemacephala
Picumnus innominatus
Picus myrmecophoneus

Picus chlorolophus
Dinopium benghalense

D. javanense

Picoides mahrattensis
Chrysocolaptes lucidus

Pitta brachyura
Galerida malabarica
Alauda gulgula

Hirundo concolor

H. tahitica

H. daurica

Lanius vittatus

L. schach

L. cristatus

Oriolus xanthornus
Dicrurus leucophaeus
D. caerulescens

D. aencus

D. paradiseus
Artamus fuscus
Acridotheres tristis
A. fuscus

Gracula religiosa
Dendrocitta vagabunda
Corvus splendens

C. levaillantii

Tephrodornis virgatus

Coracina novaehollandiae
C. melanoptera




FAMILY

Irenidae

Pycnonotidac

Muscicapidae

BIRDS OF KODAIKANAL AND PALNI REGION

ENGLISH NAME

Scarlet Minivet

Small Minivet

Common lora

Goldenfronted Chloropsis
Fairy Bluebird

Greyheaded Bulbul
Rubythroated Yellow Bulbul
Redwhiskered Bulbul
Whitecheeked Bulbul
Redvented Bulbul
Whitebrowed Bulbul
Yellowbrowed Bulbul

Black Bulbul

Spotted Babbler

Slatyheaded Scimitar Babbler
Blackheaded Babbler
Common Babbler

Rufous Babbler

Jungle Babbler

? Whitethroated Babbler
Ycllowbreasted Laughing Thrush
Whitebreasted Laughing Thrush
Quaker Babbler

? Whitethroated Babbler
Redbreasted Flycatcher
Whitebrowed Blue Flycatcher
Black-and-Orange Flycatcher
Whitebellied Blue Flycatcher
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher
Verditer Flycatcher

Nilgiri Flycatcher
Greyheaded Flycatcher
Whitespotted Fantail Flycatcher
Paradise Flycatcher
Blacknaped Flycatcher
Streaked Fantail Warbler
Plain Wren Warbler

Ashy Wren Warbler
Tailorbird

Chiffchaff

? Green Willow Warbler

? Coorg Wren Warbler

? Redheaded Fantail Warbler
Whitebellied Shortwing

Blue Chat

Magpie-Robin

Pied Bush Chat

Indian Robin

Blueheaded Rock Thrush
Malabar Whistling Thrush
Orangeheaded Ground Thrush
Whitethroated Ground Thrush

3

SCIENTIFIC NAME

Pericrocotus flammeus
P. cinnamomeus
Aegithina tiphia
Chloropsis aurifrons
Irena puella

Pycnonotus priocephalus
P._melanicterus gularis
P. jocosus

P._leucogenys

P. cafer

P. luteolus

Hypsipetes indicus
Hypsipetes madagascariensis
Pellorncum ruficeps
Pomatorhinus horsfieldii
Rhopocichla atriceps
Turdoides caudatus

T. subrufus

I striatus

Garrulax delesserti
G. jerdoni
Alcippe poioicephala

Muscicapa parva

M. superciliaris

M. nigrorufa

M. pallipes

M. tickelliae

M. thalassina

M. albicaudata
Culicicapa ceylonensis
Rhipidura albicollis
Terpsiphone paradisi
Hypothymis azurea
Cisticola juncidis
Prinia subflava

P. socialis
Orthotomus sutorius
Phylloscopus collybita

? Brachypteryx major
Erithacus brunneus
Copsychus saularis
Saxicola caprata
Saxicoloides fulicata

‘Monticola cinclorhynchus

Myiophonus horsfieldii
Zoothera citring citrina
Z. c. cyanotus




FAMILY
Paridac
Sittidae

Motacillidae

Dicaecidae

Nectariniidae

Zosteropidae
Ploceidae

Fringillidae

BIRDS OF KODAIKANAL AND PALNI REGION

ENGLISH NAME

Grey Tit
Yellowcheeked Tit
Velvetfronted Nuthatch
Spotted Grey Creeper
Tree Pipit

Nilgiri Pipit

Yellow Wagtail

Grey Wagtail
Thickbilled Flowerpecker
Plaincoloured Flowerpecker
Purplerumped Sunbird
Small Sunbird

Purple Sunbird

Little Spiderhunted
White-eye

House Sparrow

Baya

Whitebacked Munia
Spotted Munia
Blackheaded Munia
Common Rosefinch

SCIENTIFIC NAME

Parus major
P_xanthogenys

Sitta frontalis
Salpornis spilonotos
Anthus trivialis

A. nilghiriensis
Motacilla fluva

M. cinerea

Dicaeum agile

D. concolor
Nectarinia zeylonica
N. minima

N. asiatica
Arachnothera longirostris
Zosterops palpebrosa
Passer domesticus
Ploceus philippinus
Lonchura striata

L. punctulata

L. malacca
Carpodacus ervthrinus




babbler, blackhcaded
babbler, common
babbler, jungle

babbler, quaker
babbler, rufous
babbler, slatyheaded scimitar
babbler, spotted
babbler, white throated
barbet, crimsonbreasted
barbet, large

barbet, small green
baya, indian

bee-eater, blue bearded
bee-eater, bluetailed
bee-eater, chestnutheaded
bee-cater, green

bittern, chestnut

bittern, malay

bluebird, fairy

bulbul, black

bulbul, greyheaded
bulbul, redvented
bulbul, redwhiskered
bulbul, rubythroated
bulbul, rubythroated yellow
bulbul, whitebrowed
bulbul, whitecheeked
bulbul, yellow-browed
buzzard, common
buzzard, honey

chat, indian blue

chat, pied bush
chloropsis, gold fronted
creeper, spotted grey

crow, house (?)

CTOW, j;xnglc

crow-pheasant

cuckoo, common hawk-
cuckoo, indiuan

cuckoo, pied crested
cuckoo, plaintive
cuckoo-shrike, blackheaded
cuckoo-shrike, large

dove, emerald

dove, spotied

drongo, bronzed

drongo, grey

drongo, large racket tailed
drongo, whitebellied

cagle, black

cagle, crested hawk-

cagle, crested serpent
cagle, mountain hawk-
cgret, intermediate
flowerpecker, nilgiri
flowerpecker, plaincoloured
flowerpecker, thickbilled
flycatcher, black and orange
flycatcher, blacknaped blue
flycatcher, greyheaded
flycatcher, nilgiri blue
flycatcher, nilgin verditer
flycatcher, paradise
flycatcher, redbreasted
flycatcher, spotted fantail
flycatcher, tickell’s
flycatcher, whitebellied
flycatcher, whitebrowed
fantail

flycatcher-shrke, pied
goshawk, crested

harmier, pale

hawk, besra sparrow-
hoopoc

hombill, great indian
hombill, grey
hombill, malabar grey
hombill, malabar pied
10ra

Junglefowl, grey
kestrel, curopean
kestrel, indian

kingfisher, common

kingfisher, whitebreasted

kite, black (?)

kite, blackwinged
kite, pariah

koel

lapwing, redwattled
lark, ceylon bush
lark, malabar crested
lorikeet, indian
malkoha, greenbilled
martin, dusky crag
minivet, orange
minivet, small
munia, blackheaded
munia, spotted
munia, whitebacked
myna, common
myna, hill

myna, jungle
nuthatch, velvetfronted
oriole, blackheaded
owl, barn

owl, brown fish
owl, collared scops

owl, forest eagle




owl, mottled wood
parakeet, blossom headed
parakeet, bluewinged
parakeet, rosceringed
piculet, speckled

pigeon, grey fronted imperial
pigeon, jerdon’s imperial
pigeon, nilgiri wood

pipit, nilgin

pipit, yunan tree

pitta, indian

quail, painted bush

quail, yellowlegged button
robin, indian

robin, magpie-

rosefinch, indian

shikra

shortwing, whitebellied
shnke, baybacked

shrike, brown

shrike, malabar wood
shnke, rufousbacked
skylark, small
sparrow, house
sparrowhawk
spiderhunter, little
spurfowl, red
sunbird, purple
sunbird, purplerumped
sunbird, small
swallow, nilgiri
swallow, nilgini house
swallow, stnated
swallow-shrike, ashy
swift, alpine

swift, brownthroated spinetail

swifl, crested

swifllet, edible nest

tatlorbird

thrush, blucheaded rock

thrush, orangeheaded ground

thrush, paln hills laughing

thrush, palni white-breasted
laughing

thrush, whistling

thrush, whitethroated ground

thrush, wynaad laughing

tit, grey

tit, yellow cheeked

treepie, indian

trogon, mglar A 04054

wagtail, gréy

wagtail, yellow

warbler, ashy wren

warbler, brown leaf

warbler, coorg wren-

warbler, green willow

warbler, plain wren-

warbler, redheaded fantail

warbler, streaked fantail

waterhen, whitebreasted

white eye, nilgin

woodcock

woodpecker, larger
goldenbacked

woodpecker, little
scalybellied green

woodpecker, malherbe’s
goldenbacked

woodpecker, pied

woodpecker, threetoed

goldenbacked

woodpecker, yellowfronted
pied

woodpecker, yellownaped

woodshnke, large

woodsnipe
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Zafar Futehally

My dear Aasheesh,
Your speed and helpfulnessJééékyyés
deserves to be acknowledged, and I do so with gratitude,
Now that I have got the checklist
of Kodai and the Palnis, I can proceed with my commitment to
Fr, Matthew, I am posting you the Handbook of the Anglade Institute.
r

I have mailed you some letters for your

Bird list in Pitta. Will place & note in the NLBW that interesting

sightings should be sent t?@eu.

Hope to see you on the 7th.

Aasheesh Pittie
Hyderabad, A,P,

2205, Oakwood Apartments, 8th Main, 3rd Block,
Koramangala, Bangalore-560 034. Phone : 5533684




% Futehally

ist which you have
few surprising omissions
FFor example Brahminy Kite , Large Pied
Wagtail. Are these birds not mentioned in
the articles which you covered in the NLBW
and BNHS?

also find thaéﬂdward
Nichols:The Kodaikan Birds and how ‘to name
them(BNHS) ; 1 2 whole lot of

warblers which : no mentioned by you.

find reconciliation
between the various articles very difficult
because of the change in names and transfer
of Generas to other Families.

I would be grateful
‘your: com :ents
How was the Coimbatore
meeting ? Would you care to write a note for
the Sept/)ct NL 2

Thanks again




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvai", Road Ne. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3352269 Fax : 040-3356064 Res: 040-3350683

Ref: Yours of 17-9-1997.

20 September, 1997

Mr Zafar Futehally

# 2205 Oakwood

8th Main, 3rd Block
Koramangala
BANGALORE 560 034

Dear Mr Futehally,

I think I have listed all the birds Hsfed—irg(me various papers, etc., | have in my library. I am sure that the common
birds which you mention as missing from the list, e.g., Brahminy Kite, Large Pied Wagtail, etc., were not in the
sources referred. However, specimens of these 2 birds at least, are available in the collection of the Anglade
Institute, as listed in the Handbook which you so kindly sent me. If you haven’t got a copy or a Xerox of the
bird related info. pages, do let me know and I will photocopy them for you. So you know which specimens exist
n the collection of the Institute.

Edward Nichols’ paper from the BNHS is not available with me and was not consulted when I prepared the hst I
sent you. I do not have the particular Journal in my library, though I do have numbers 1-3 of the same volume!

The easiest way to reconcile changes of names (presumably English names?) would be to take the Syropsis and
do some cross-checking. Regarding classification, perhaps you should retain Ripley’s order of Genera and
Families. You could insert pencil notes into my list and then make a final list when you are satisfied with the
result. Tam sorry I cannot help you much here.

You refer to a Coimbatore meeting in your letter. I think you mean the Bangalore one. I think itis best left out
of the Newsletter as it was inconclusive. The exercise was to gather NGO opinion about a BirdLife Partner in
India, and most of those present, (especially myself!), proposed the BNHS as the logical candidate mstitution. 1
strongly believe that a joint effort between SACON and BNHS will not work and that responsibility should be
given to one and only one organization which should have the ability to sustain the work load. One positive
message which we did give the visiting team, on behalf of the NGOs, was that in the Charter of Agreement
which is drawn up between an Indian BirdLife Partner and BirdLife International, it should be recorded that local
NGOs should be involved in any regional work, wherever the latter exist and are capable of assisting. Their
capabilities should be assessed by the BLI Partner in India.

When I met you in Bangalore, you mentioned about some notes for our new column Birding Notes, which you
had forwarded to me. I have not received these and request you to expedite them as we are in the final stages of
the next issue of Pitze and I would like to include them there.

If there is anything else I can do, please let me know.
Thanking you, with best wishes and regards,

Yours, sincerely

20 September, 1997
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Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road Ne. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3352269 Fax : 040-3356064 Res: 040-3350683

15 October, 1997

Mr Zafar Futehally
Editor, Newsletter For Birdwatchers
# 2205 Oakwood
8th Main, 3rd Block
Koramangala
ANGALORE 500 034

Dear Mr Futehally,

I am enclosing a small note for the Newsletfer, requesting readers for information on the Red Data Book species
for which I have to compile information. Their cooperation will ensure that each compilation contains upto date
information.

I hope you will be able to publish it in the forthcoming issue of the Newsletter.

With best wishes and regards,

Yours sincerely

Encl: a/a.

15 October, 1997




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3352269 Fax : 040-3356064 Res: 040-3350683

INFORMATION REQUESTED ON RED DATA BOOK SPECIES
Aasheesh Pittie

Readers of the Newsletter are aware that work on the compilation of a Red Data Book for Asia is
under way, for which the cut-off date is March 1999. Various persons in India have been entrusted to
write up accounts on candidate species. The most important part of these compilations will be the
current status of these birds. Extracting information from published sources is easy but will be

incomplete without inputs on their contemporary status from birdwatchers and ornithologists of India.

I am compiling the species account for the following birds, and I request you to send information on
these birds to me at the earliest at the following address: Aasheesh Pittie, 8-2-545 Road No 7,
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. Every contributor will be credited in the published Red Data
Book. 1 will be able to incorporate your notes into Species Account, if [ receive them before the end of

January 1998. Your whole-hearted and early cooperation is requested to make the project a success.

FOREST OWLET Athene blewitti
SYKES’S CRESTED LARK (or TAWNY LARK) Galerida deva

MALABAR CRESTED LARK Galerida malabarica

BROAD-TAILED GRASS WARBLER (GRASSBIRD) Schoenicola platyura
BROWNWINGED KINGFISHER Pelargopsis amauropterus
BROWNBREASTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa muttui

15 October, 1997







Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545, Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3352269 Fax : 040-3356064 Res: 040-3350653

22 October, 1997

Mr Zatar Futehally
# 2205 Oakwood
Jakkasandra Layout
3rd Block, 8th Main
Koramangala
Bangalore 560 034

Dear Mr Futehally,

While indexing the Newsletters I came across a note where there seems to be
some confusion between the title of the note and the contents under it. In
question is

“Black storks in Kerala” by Anand Prasad. [NLBW 37(4): 65.

Do you think that instead of “Kerala” it should read Tamil Nadu?

Will correct in my Index after receiving your reply. By the way, all Newsletters
(except a few which I do not have) have been indexed and are on the computer.
They are in the same style as we had published earlier! :

With best wishes and regards,

Yours sincerely




Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. India.
Phone: Off : 040-3352269 Fax : 040-3356064 Res: 040-3350683 E-mail: aasheesh@hdl.vsnlnet.in

2 November, 1997

Mr Zafar Futehally

2205 Oakwood Apartment
8th Main 3rd Block
Koramangala
BANGALORE 560034

Dear Mr Futehally,

I enclose the manuscript of a short note entitled Sighting of Rufoustailed Flycatcher Muscicapa ruficauda in and
_ around Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, co-authored with Rajeev Mathew, for publication in Newsletter for
Birdwatchers, if found suitable.

I would be grateful to receive an acknowledgement of this letter and the enclosed note.

Thanking You

Yours sincerely

Encl: a/a

cc: Mr Rajeev Mathew.




SIGHTING OF RUFOUSTAILED FLYCATCHER MUSCICAPA RUFICAUDA IN AND AROUND
HYDERABAD, ANDHRA PRADESH

AASHEESH PITTIE & RAJEEV MATHEW

While watching a feeding party in my (A.P.) garden in Hyderabad, on 24 October 1997—comprising of 4
Verditer Flycatchers Eumyias thalassina, 1 Brownbreasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui, 1 Redbreasted
Flycatcher Ficedula parva, 1 Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae, Purple Nectarinia asiatica and
Purplerumped N. zeylonica Sunbirds, 2 Dull Green Leaf Warblers Phylloscopus trochiloides and 1 Blyth’s
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum—I spotted a bird of the ‘brown flycatcher’ varety, but sporting a
rufous tail. It was feeding within the middle and upper canopy of dense foliage trees like mango and neem.
Not once did I see it sally in pursuit of prey from the top of a tree, as is the wont of some of its tribe. I had
pretty good sightings of this bird, as it was quite confiding and I could get into almost eye-level position
with it. The plumage was brown above, dirty white below, with a mufous rump and tail. The tail was
notched. It had a prominent black eye with a thin white eye-ring. The legs were blackish. Once when it
was disturbed by my presence (being just 15’ away from me), it flicked open-and-shut its wings, above its
body, uttering a muted “tchurr-tchury”. It was a Rufoustailed Flycatcher Muscicapa ruficauda.

This same bird was also seen (by R.M.) on 12 October 1997 and again on the 14th, in another part
of the city, where it perched in some trees on a small overgrown patch of land, for a considerable time (1
hour).

On 19 October 1997, members of the Birdwatcher’s Society of Andhra Pradesh visited Anantgiri,
Rangareddi District, Andhra Pradesh (approx. 80 km from Hyderabad), where they had a fleeting glimpse

of a “brown flycatcher” type of bird, matching the description of the Rufoustailed Flycatcher. Though it

could not be identified positively on the spot, its rufous tail was seen when it emerged momentarily from
dense foliage onto an exposed perch. In retrospect, we think it was this same bird. Another Muscicapa sp.,
flycatcher with a rufous tail was seen by C. Tom Hash at ICRISAT Campus, Patancheru, Medak District,
Andhra Pradesh (approx. 35 km from Hyderabad), on 12 October 1997.

These sightings are significant as there are only 2 previously documented records of this bird from
Andhra Pradesh. Jerdon (1862) ‘obtained one specimen at Nellore in the Camatic in March.” /Price (1980)
mentions of “a single passage record of a bird trapped on the 4th Apnil”.

REFERENCES
e Jerdon, T C (1862). Birds of India. vol. 1, p. 461.
e Price, T D (1980): The seasonality and occurrence of birds in the Eastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh.
JBNHS 76(3). 379-422.




Zafar Futehally 2205 Oakwood, 8th Main,

3rd Block, Koramangala,
BANGALORE ~ 560 034

Tele.No: 553%684

11th November 1997

Mr. Aasheesh Pittie,
5-4-545 Road No,7,
Banjara Hills,
HYDERABAD - 500 034

My dear Aasheesh,

Thank you for your two letters of
22nd October and 2 November 1997.

Yes, I think the heading should
be "Black Storks in Tamil Nadu".

I will include the note on the

Rufoustailed Flycatcher in a forthcoming
issue of the Newsletter.

Yours sincerely,

.
W

~Zafar Futehally

7




Aasheesh Pittie
£5 Road Ne. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 560 034. India.
269 Fax : 040- ?35 064 Res: 040-3350683 E-mail: aasheesh@hdl.vsnlnet.in

d"ﬁ La fcut
L\Qramangam 3rd Block, 8th Main
BANGALORE 560034

Dear Mr Futehally,

1 received the 3epf /Oct. 1997 issue of the Newsletter last week and th

birding lists in it. I had pos sted this same article on the internet and rec *C'-i:‘»'f:
go through the copies of Pitta we send you, especially this column. Ples

In your editorial you speak about chec cklists. T still feel that checklists should be printed in full. Thave

this earlier too and am sorry to repeat it. But it is something I feel strongly about. I think that a lot ﬁt spac

left unused on pages where checklists are printed. W Thy is there a need for all those spaces? The Ne

a large format publication and checklists could easily be printed in 3 columns along with the scientific names
(if provided by authors). Published checklists are ru,orus which become available to readers of the

Newsletter. Don’t you think that readers are denied when a part of an article is p rinted and for the rest of it

they are asked to contact the author directly! And sh hors are requested to h e prepared to send their lists

on request?! With a little judicious use of space, the checklists can be printed in the Newsletter. 1 request you

to give this a re-think.

Some small printer’s devils which spotted, and thoughts on what read...

I 74 - no. 15 Koel’s scientific name is incorrect] ly printed.

2op 7“ no. 63 Grevheaded Myna 1s the commoner name. Blyth’s is that of a sub-species.

3 Abbreviations in the checklist of birds from Valley School are not at all user-friendly (this is no printer’s
devil though!}.

4. Doesn’t Lt. Gen. Bal write well? I hope he writes more o

Mr Futehally, this letter is “For your eyes i” Tt need not be printed at all. Tknow [ ca and write
you my thoughts frankly.

With best wishes and regards to you and Mr

Yours sincerely




Zafar Futehally 2205 Oakwood, 8th Main,
3rd Block, Koramangala,
BANGALORE - 560 034

Tele.No: 5533684

30th December 1997

Mr. Aasheesh Pittie,
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat",
Road No.7,

Banjara Hills,
HYDERABAD - 500 03%4

My dear Aasheesh,

Thank you for your letter of 18th December. All your comments
are alwayS very valuable and I appreciate the trouble you take in
reading the Newsletter carefully and pointing out the miStakes. x
have noted the errors in the last isSue.

Regarding the importance of having full Check Lists, I will
certainly attempt to have them included in future by, asS you
suggest, re-aligning the matter.

A few days ago I had written to Nazir Latif to subscribe to
PITTA. Before my letter reached him he had already done So having
been impressed by your article in our Newsletter.

Regarding the typing mistakes, I am afraid this will continue
in view of the quality or lack of guality of the typists in Sridhar's
office. The NewSletter usually goes through three drafts before the
final print and this is the best I can do. However, I will keep
trying to make it error free.

I do hope you will have a very proSperous and happy 1998.
With all good wishes from me and my wife.

Yours sincerely,

bodos

7L\Zafar Futehally




CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF PALAKKAD HILLS

PODICIPEDT

Hrebe

oo 1oy 4

OCORACID

Grey Heron Ardea cinere
Heron Ardea purpures
Ardea alba

Al e

Euhulcumm

4 e R

= L

Lnnamomaus

1
3
1
14
1
1
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CICONIIDAE

17 Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala
Openbill Stork Anastomus oscitans
Whitenschked Bt : Cigonia spiscopus
White Stork Sironia ciconia

Black

STORNITHIDAE

- o

White Ibis Threskiornis asthiopica

ling Teal Dendrocygna javanioca
ETRE: acuta
ik fnas poecilorhyncha
Anas gueraueduala
Mettapus coromandelianus

ACCIPITRIDAE

ackwinged Kite Elanus
=ted Honey Buzsard FPerni
Pariah HKile Milwu




o
spadicea

lunulatsa

Junglefowl

TLURMICIDAE
ymmon Busta : Furn i
RAL ITDAE

Whitebre bed Wat Amaurornis phosnicwrus

ant—-tailed JTacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus
winged Jacana Metopidius indicus

. BAE

Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis

RECURVIRODSTRIDAE

a7 Blackyinged HE1 It Himantopus himantopus
GLAREDL IDAE

Indian Pratincole Blareola
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Sandpiper
relp
MM
Snips .
e 235
Calidris ftemminckii
Fhilomachus pugnas

=red Tearn Childonias hyvbrida
Tern Sterna aurantia

Gravfronted Green Pigeon Treron pompadora
Ducula badis

Columba tivia

FPSITTADIDAE
T
: = la oy woephala
Blueswinged Parakeet sittaculas columboides
Indian Lorikest Loriculos vernalis

CUCULTDAE

8% Pied Crestec ator
Tus

Common Hawbk- O ; o
Indian Plaintive Duck cacomantis

, GBreenbilled Malkoha
Crow-Fheasant

BTRIGIDAE

Great Hormed Owl Bubu bubo

Brown Fish Chal Bubo zevionensis
Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum
Spotted Oulet Athens bhrama
Mottled Wood Owl Strix ocellatba
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)
:

Tree Swift

OMNIDAE

DINIDAE

ingTisher
CHIMET
hrestoed

2t Lsher
Storkbilled Kingfis
Whitebreasted Eingfisher
MEROP IDAE

109 Chestnutheaded
1o
s

Indian Roller
PP IDAE
114 Hoopos
BUCEROTIDAE
Common GBrey Hornbill

Malabar Grey Hornbill
Breat Pied Hornbill

primulg

Chaetura

L D AT VLIS
Hemiproons longipennis

Harpachtes fasciatus

Ceryvle rudis
Aloedo atthis

Pelargopsis capensis
Halovon smyrnensis

Merops leschenanl ti
Merops philippinus
Merops orientalis
Myt mis athertoni

Coracias benghalens

Upupa spops

Tockus birostris
Tockus griseus
Bucerns bicornis
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P s innominabus

Microp

pEarnu

U e T S Y SR S R SRR

Podi' ek

Yiira

Bush
rowned Finch-Lark Eremopts
Tl Ermeh=Lark FMMOMan e s
ted Lawk jalerid

Crag Martin Hirundo oonot
7 tern Swallow Hirundo rusti
3 Striated Bwallow Hirundo dauri

PSP e

Lanius
Lanius
Lanius

JRIOLIDAE

Golden Oriole
Blackheaded Oriole Ll R ﬁanthmrnuﬁ

JICRURIDAE

144 Black Drongo Dicrurus adsimil

is
147 Gray Drongo Dicrurus leucophasus
148 Whiebellisd Drongo Dicrurus casrulescens
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Jungle

nithina tiphi
Chloropsis auri
Chile

afer
luteolus
whrowed Bualbul b Pnetes Indicis
Bulbul nsmipetes madags riensis

CICARIDAE
dabbler
i

Dumetia

Habbler
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i
subtorius
ghume torum
b 1

chiloides

tHera citrina
merula nigropil

maior

Anthus
o 3 B R vtk
D esh ! .
Yallow Waghail otacilla flava
Gray Wagtail Mot ila cinerea
i alba
maderas

Thickbilled Flowerp > Dicasum
‘w Flowesrpe ) Dicasum
Duarpecker Dicasum
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