
SHJal Hisfony VF LHE BILLIGIRIKANGAN ESTATES.

The Pioneer of tne Billizsirirangans, Randolph Hayton Morris, son of
Rev. William Morris of oxford & subsequently of Muthill, near Crieff, in
Scotland, was oorn with an adventurous spirit; & ran axag away to sea when
he was eighteen; servin; on a wind-jammer & sailing twice round the Cape.
Returning nome after his second voygge R.H.M. was persuaded by Chisholm,
late of Coorg, to become a Coffee Planter; & arrived in India in the
year of the great India fanine (1877). His vivid description of the
dreadful sights ne saw are hard to forget. He worxed under Chisholm,
at a time when Yonald Stuart mma was xnown as tne Coffee King of Coorg.
He later opened out Kedamakal kuboer Estate; & a part of Glen Coorg,
both on the Sampaji gnat in Coorg. lle then went to the Nilgiris,
Godannie Estate for the Mc Callums, &, for a time, managed Marvuhalla
Estate for Frank Groves - both these Estates are near Kotagiri. While
in Coorg he struc uy a great friendshio waka with George Martin, then of
Abial Estale & later of Kairbetta, Kotagiri. From the northern slopes
of the Nil,iris a clear view of the Billigirirangans is obtained; & he
felt an urge to visit tue "Malarious Kollegal Hills" as a Goonoor
doctor described tie Billigiris tohim; He made 3 or 4 snikar trips
with Edmiston, then on Rob hoy Bstate, riding across the Moyar Valley
& up to Talamalai, from there over the Murkere Hills to Hassanur, &
so up into the He was entranced with the heavy

evergreen jungle (shola) at 5000' to 6000°; & with the possibilities of
Coffee cultivation in botn areas. The Madras & Mysore Governments
granted his applications for land; & in 1888, he commenced the opening
of Attixan Estate, in tae L Taluk of tne Coimbatorebistrict,
at an elevation of 4500' to 5500'; with the financial assistance of
nis uncle Henry Parts of Attixan suffered from the S.W.Monsoon
gales; & it was uphill work bringing some of tue fields under Coffee.
Harold oliver joined nim in 1889; & both he & ReHeMe lived in a small...
2 roomed house on a nill at Bellaji, 25 miles north of Attikan; the
first Planter's "bungalow" to be built on these hills. Harold oliver
was not pglantin,, for long; he developed enteric in Mysore & dies in
Bangalore. In 1890 was joined by his younger brother C.W.G.Morris
from England; & oetween tnem they continued opening up Attikan &
commenced the opening of Bedaguli & Gorrayhatti Estates, in the
Chamarajanagar Taluk, of the Mysore District; 3g miles from Attikan
by bridle track. Ihe Attikan bungalow was built in the same year. In
1891 ReHoMe went to England, married Mabel oliver & brought his bride out

worked on Adderley Estate near Coonoor: subsequently opened up

deciduous forest at 4000'$ even more sO with the magnificent

to the newly coupleted Attikan Bungalow. A daughter (now a grand-mother)
in England) was born to them in Mysore in 1892; a son Eric (now the
proprictor of Attikan Estate) in 1894; & a second son in 1895,
Randolph or "halph" (now joint owner, with his wife, of Honnametti &

Montgomerry Estates).
The Coffee industry was vassing through pad days, & ReH.M. was

helped by "Creepers" from Bn - first Monty and Francis Follett,
then Graeme Morray (who subsequently joined james Finlays on the
Nellianpataies) &, for avery short period, Quett-Fasalam,Mexican
born I think. The Folletts soon bought Bedaguli Estate & settled
down on the place. 1890 also saw the comiencement of the construction...
Bedaguli - Punjur roau, starting from Punjur, a village on the Mysore =
Chamarajanagar - Satnyamangalaa - Coimbatore main Road. This ghat road
is 13 miles Lon; frm to Bedaguli - & was continued up to
Attikan - anotner wiles. In the construction of this road R.HM
was assisted by his brother C.W.G.M. & later, by his brother+in-law
leonard oliver(younger brotier of Harold oliver) who came out from
England to learn plantin;. During the construction of this road
ReHoMo Fell out with G.?. Sanderson, the autnor of "Thirteen years

in elephant kheddar orerations at Budipodaga, at the western foot
of the Billigiris. Sanderson complained that the blasting of rocks
on tne new roud wus disturbing the elepnants he was endeavouring to

however, to disregurd "Mr. Sanderson's fulminations". Some time
later ReHoM..& Rand Sanderson became great friends, & on the latter's
retirement he visited Attixan; having become a Buddnist in the meanwhile.

of the main ghat roa in the Billigirirangans, known as the

among the Wild of Indi then Mysore Service & engaged

told ReHeMeyCapture. Campbell falker tue I.G, Forests in Mysore,
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Prior to tne opening of this road for carts all grain came up a zig-zag
bridle path, on pack bulls, from Punjur; & other supplies & mail by a
22 miles bridle oatn from Cnamarajanagar. The latter route was still
used for mail for some years after; in fact until a Post Office was

a patch of long grass, & was charged & tossed in the air by the
wounded animal from a distance of 5 or 6 yards. The bison's horn

noice. The story of how R.H.M.'S devoted wife kept him alive.
dressing his terrible wound, until a doctor was orocured form Bangalore. -
one of the Folletts riding day & night to railhnead (then Mysore) for this
ourpose is well known. 'Tne R.A.M.C. doctor, on examination of the wound,
praised R.H M.'s wife for ner efforts, but expressed the opinion that her
husband's recovery was very unlikely. The latter's wonderful constitution
however saved him; recover ne did; althouzh he never regained his
former strength & energy. The injury was, in fact, indirectly the cause

before the accident; but returned to Attikan on learning of the disaster.

his working life. Coffee was still in a bad way in 1901, & C.W.GeM. went

younger brother of George Martin, of Coorg. Claude Martin was planting
on the silligirirangans for 6 years; & subsequently took over Dalquarren
Estate in Coorg, wuich ne had purchased. R.H.M. slowly recovered; & his
wife assisted oy her brotner, Leonard oliver, looked after Attikan. When

ne was fit ReHeM. took up prospecting for gold on behalf of john
Taylor & Sons, tue Comsany who work the Kolar Gold Fields. Among the
many old workings he re-discovered the North Ananthapur & Jibutil gold
mines were the most successful. In this work, Leonard Oliver assisted
him, developed into a Mining Engineer; & became eventually, the Superint=
endent of the North Anantapur Gold Mines. The Post Office for North
Anantapur & Jubutil was named Morrison after ReH.M. Meanwhile, George
Martin helped to run Attikan, asSigted by Greenprice for part of the
time; & the opening of Honnametti Estate, originally for rubber, was
commenced in 1908. By 1910 it was oovious that rubber would not do; &

Coffee was planted; through only over a small acreage initially. Harry
Tippetts, wao has recently diced, & Douglass Jackson worked for a short
period on Honnametti & Gorrayhatti respectively; & the latter assisted
in the opening of Kartikerri state. In 1908 C.W.G.M. returned to India,
after two periods in Africa, & took over the management of Attikan,
Gorrayhatti & Kartikerri; tne last Fstate having now been purchased by
Leonard Oliver in partnersnip with (late of Best & Co. Ltd.,) &

CeweGeM. In the meantime Jim Fremlin purchased, & took over, Bedaguli
Estate. In 1914 C.W.G.M. purchased Gorrayhatti estate; & the following
year married Gladys bind. Later the management of Attikan was taken
over by &H. Thompson.
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In 1913, ralph Morris (R.H.M's second son) came out to Honnametti
& for a period, later, managed Bedaguli, Kartikerri & Attikan; taking
over from Thompson. In 1914 his elder brother Eric Morris joined the
Jibutal Gold Mines (xamagiri Division) as a Mining Engineer; & later
received a commission in the First World War. Jim Fremlinalso joined
the indian Army; & during his service got malaria badly; and developed
incipient anaemia. From then on until 1927, tne year of his\deathhis health slowly declined. aby 1912 a.H.M. had returned fromprospecting
works; & settled on Honnametti; but his health was not too good. His
wife attended to the Attikan state Office work from 1915 onwards,
Railhead was now at Nanjangud; & the journey from here to the

a long ride up from Chamarajanagar by short cut to the Estates,\after
the night journey by cart from Nanjangud.
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1919 Peter Kinloch Cauwe to Attikan; & later in tie Sue year his sister,Heather, married Ralph Morris. A year later Peter Xinloca was medicullyadvised to work at a lower elevation; Severely wouidea in the 1914-18 War,he was handicapped with Only one dung. S.A.Smith cane to Attikan Fromthe Anantapur Gold Mines. He soon Purchased interest inKartikerri; &, on the death of jim Fremlin, bedavuli; later

Kartikerri; & on Leonard Oliver's retirement from tue Gold mines tofanage nis Estate, comunitted Suicide, bein convinced buat there was noCnance of his getting anotner billet at his ase, Had ae waited anotnerday he would have received a letter Offerins nim a J00 in tue MysorePlanting Districts; poor fellow.
From then on, until his deata in 1945, Leonard oliver "manazed hisKartikerri Estate, Kanxing left Attikan after 18 montis to taxe uppost oan the Nilgiris, & his Place was taen by C.G.Stonehouse; wno

On Kartikerri first Bill Scott (Later of tne Yea Licensing Committee,Coanoor) & tnen Morrison became assistants; the latter havin. previouslyworked with C.W.G.M. On Gorrayhatti. For 2 periods before the War NigelScott worked as assistant on Honnameiti GOrrynatti, oun Stonehouse'ts

death at sidi Barrani, while rounding Italian prisoners, In 1934
a
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Ralph Morris was elected President of UeP.A.S.I., wnicn office he held for

Ye,

18 months,
>

latter in the Western Desert (including the Siege of Tobruk) & Geylon:UUring tne War years heather Morris mani.ged Honnamettis; until her husband'sdemobilisation in 1945, Barnard, of Attixun, died in Hysore early in 1944,Un Leonard oliver's death in in 1945 Morrison became Managerof Kartikerri, with Eric Morris as Managing lrustee - 9n tne latter'sdemobilisation in 1946. Eric Morris also tnen took over his Attikan Estate,engaged Mr.K.W.Kushalappa @S assistant, & nas considerably extené@dd theacreage under Coffee. In 1946 j9hn Morris was also released from theArmy, & returned to Gorrayhatti. Later he & his fatuerpurcnased Bedaguli

European Group in the Central Assembly, New Delni, 148 saw the Openingof a new coffee estate, montgomery estate, bordering ~has now been completed. This Estate 1s Naued afver «a Col.Montgomery who,100 years ago, was a member of the Mysore Comsissioner; & had built a hotweather residence for himself, his haren, Sefvants, s;ces, manouts etc.,On the hill-top adjoining the present Hounametti bunzulow,. ile alsoconstructed a road for hls elepuaats & horseg from Yelandur up to theplace, Tnoush the walls have lonz since disppeated the basement isStill in a fair state of preservation; & tue numerous Smaller sites are
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Cols Montgomery probably " discovered" the Biligiris & selected the
bungalow sits, at an elevution of nearly 6000' when on a frontier

ills name in mentioned in the old Coimbatore District
Gazettoor as huving pronounced in favour of a dam on the Bhavani River,
at tne confluence of tue Bavani & Moyar; a project which has now been
fulfilled. Montsomery was tonerefore probsbly the first European t9
visit or, certainly, reside on these nills. The Billigirirangans, rise
from the Mysore vlanteuu3; & run, approximately, north & south for about
50 miles, from Hassanur to wal. The hills, comorising 3 ranges, .

are thus Situated at right angles to & north-east of the Nilgiris. The
average rainiull is 70" for tne upper three Estates & 10" less for
tne lower 3 Estates.

Com

In addition to the inain PunjureBedaguli ghat road RHeM.constructed
the trace of tnree otner outlets - a forest cart -road to the
Chamarajanagar side on the m west; another to Kollegal running north from
Honnametti; & our enstern hat road; & tilese were completed at a
later stage. Che esastern ghat cuts off 40 miles to Bangalore, via
Kolleyal Chamarajunayar 1s now the railhead.

John Morris nas now added another 60 acres of young clearings to
Gorrayhatti Estate.

Since tne above was written C.W.GeMorris passed away at his
residence "Garstead" (Gorraynmtti Estate} on December 12th 1952.

Honnametti Bstate,
Attikan EX Post.

Viae Mysore.

. south India.


