
eat) AH

AINA SAT HF SAT
a yaa Sz - amanda faara giz

2).

AMT ANAWIATA BT eqaq

Faaga facsaramaaal xateatASAI az
AT HT, TAS 3.803 ay. fae. Wa aw as.

oat ata a.
2) UT9TT TATA AAT aroqTas 3.833 at. far.

a. 3 aulaa ata wala sacga az. ar

a aaa

sara
Go Mewar ware arf ist.

TTA TCHS TANT WACATA Goo Hl AT
STATS

aan atiaa Far aqz ar arma agcrdta ast,

TS, HASTE aT Agee aaa aaa
Aut ear Staaeprar ara Fay. ar arnt.
the statar areal gen asedare. ge wlaiar
faeaifaa agra arte,

3) amarcoard Ga arefaontat afaare atearer
Fit. THAT ATATAT tans T analy war

¥) AAAWATG SHIH HAVA qdantaiat aie,
faatrateat ofaq fragt facearat alana

saree a cara sisfoa
STARA Go Hea arafacaret aaa ae.
TSAUSAT FATWat, aad yay
Hatt AM aa, weer
ay gl AeT TET AAA THea gl aT AAA Fz-
faq are.

TTB, CAAT MITT THAT aut SWATAY THAT
Ae.

) at WHREITAIS TalTH aleay Fat TT POI

Salsa Fz Ts as,
CMa SINT set Hada

aiaat aral. Areay early sis AT

sar faearfta sats,

AIS
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OF THE PARPOSAL MAR NA PARK (2)

windy ayaa fefea caagidio

OAT 8TTQTGT SWAT AHI ssa.
q) . ard Sara Hera saaRiser are. Fat

AMAWAT Fel RQTGR SEA FHT
QT AAT HAT BIT OMT FST.

: 3) arttsara water acaeqqara daraaidt

¥) fe. 20 & egcg ear ada faaaaisar ger wrd-
Sra safest faegr afkoareiar
Paxarara aeardl qaar RAY TH fe.
gia afesariar seria sacra ae.

4) fe, Qo-c-gecy Vet USAR
acradaet frafaciat aa seq

aa Tsrawaag Aral. aad saTrarar Wearer
aret. waiga afeoantar

BWATT ATST.

&) fa. z-e-eecy fa, tif
aqeq arseqr afegaresar qkaqaa warns}

ara fata alefaar. fe. gs eec3 Tq awa
MAL VAN

atfedt faafacarar stra sleet
asl suaial Tag Tears ATs

da Mfag HOM AeaqFArcaGWGast ITE
ae,

at aaaia Secaiaerdt art arat qrael fast

agree meezenaara @reart

8) fe e3-a-eeee ava vara s4-
TIBI eat Tags arsan ane
meteriear qemeta aie! afadt carsa aseaae
aret arafadior sere saa fe. ¢-3-2¢2¢
Beat Taal nies HTT areat

Say qaany aaa afaa

arargt aes are afaaia Het arg. eaTags
_ - _ - - taal Tafasat aA.
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2)

2)

to) fe. go H eeca caravaadaa ama wuqe-
sar afesardarat qearadt aradt a 8
TTTQ TT (Va AT Hh) Swale aa Swe
THHt aaa afesari®y var Fnay THAT

AIT BMT HA eaeq
t) wisay 6 ated aaine gat az. faagi

aq Az.
at tatre wet arate SVT ASAT
ame sett Fz (afta geez) KUF
aM AAS ATTY ary,

Het) Sara.
arama fafaa aad, weiss 9g-

2) SSAA GFT Misr BATU. ar sats wea
HATTA AR a

Hwqrat TAT Hea wai

sata
fafaer ware, areist aed, araaiteat

Taare few, ait fafesa arfgd afesarziar
HVT BTA.

9) fafaa aT arfT afeesare orar
GAT grasa aad Taare atafara
22c2 Al HITTTT HoT aAneaarany Huy,

fafaa amt sat
qth HF GET saree.

2 \ aTadtsat gaara araat arsfacararat arg
a THY Bry ware anidt Ma

arasrat sfrar swat eqazet. ares gat
ae mer Sagal agar Herat.

fea age wis aige HUTA
HUTT FUT Adis,

%) ater airtel farars sara. anys gaz
anf fafa sarcear arafaziar sta faa

mraardiat fated are, way, OT, ya, Tiss,
Ve genial Feaar Gas HCI CATT, TERT
age ais! far ea, cae andar ein feae.
gfaatar anwar art wana dar, shar qacdt

faa was.
) areal arfavarais)A atsat ara.

feqa axar aes. afear mag az-
far gemidt mieamga aaaiar Dame wes
SSA AAT Ake. arareds siwaracdur age.

GATTIBT qth aT gtarawy facies
a ee.
qzaet TANS fegfacaraa
Tear ai=aT ag fawsx Fe Hei gaa
Ges, AM yest Feeq sarwhgqa sat

aad sey treat arsay ofzaz-
he araiat ere fads, sfaarzedar ate,
aTsaa, fans, trai ar yaaa feareediar ara.
WHE HOM BAT Sea Hara carfag
staat, falar dat wreqrgr, geaqaret
TATEAT AMET AMTANVATSA 5 BrayaT GATT HAT Arwanear waaay qIS quar
HUTA stat faprerdy git gia arsanzat
faararat TS feet.

wean al. afaa af
Faqat faegr afssmz afa afaay

amas farama aq fagat

TRE Gas Swe sherx

ZIT aA #zataTART

are ais.
&)

Alaa WS, MAL Wee aIeaT

ar oan Sara sag Fe

a faa

mia faa she

aggre gene agar Breet aT Fay

&)

Aalas
afeamz ae afaeat das



INSISTONHOPE

For over halfa century we've believed that Big Dams would deliver the people ofIndia from

hunger andpoverty. The opposite has happened. Big Dams have pushed the country to the brink

ofa political and ecological emergency. They have uprooted 40 million people, most of them

Tribal and Dalit, from their forests and rivers, from lands and homes where they and their

ancestors have lived for thousands ofyears. They have lost everything. Everything. It is their

children that you see begging on the streets. It is they and their children who pay our food and

electricity bills.

Not a single Big Dam in India has delivered what it promised. Not the power, not the irrigation,
not the flood-control, not the drought-proofing. Instead, Big Dams bave converted huge tracts of

agricultural land into water-logged salt wastelands, submerged hundreds ofthousands ofhectares.

ofprime forest, andpushed the country deep into debt.

The era ofBig Dams is over. All over the world they are being recognised as technological

disasters. As BigMistakes. Yet in India, our Government refuses to review the situation.

In February 1999, after a four-year stay, the Supreme Court allowed the construction of the Sardar

Sarovar Dam to continue - even though every single one of its claimed benefits is scientifically

questionable. It's true that Rs.7,500 crores bas been spent on the project already. However, studies

say that to complete it as planned would cost the Indian Public an additional Rs.35,000 crores. If it
is completed, according to the Narmada Bachao Andolan, it will uproot almost halfa million

people. So far, only 25% of the submergence has taken place. Ifwe act now, we can still save

300,000 people from certain destitution. We can still save Rs.35,000 crores ofPublic money and

put it to better use. (It couldprobably finance far more effective local water harvesting schemes for

every single village in India).
This monsoon, when the reservoir of the Sardar Sarovar Dam fills, the land & homes of 12000

tribalpeople from 60 villages will be permanently affected. Despite everything the Project

Authorities say, the truth is that these people have nowbere to go.

Can we, as citizens, look away while people are being driven from their homes?

As the century comes to a close, it's time to own up to our mistakes. Time to say 'No' to these

massive, obsolete, human-crunching, money-guzzling, technological disasters. Time to learn to step

lightly on the earth. Time to insist on Hope. For our own sake, for the sake ofour children, for the

sake of the planet we live on, let's begin by saying 'No' to the Sardar Sarovar Dam. 'No' to the

dams on the Narmada.

Arundbati Roy



ost hare
a

ashish kothari

From: bhagwan <bhagwandnagpur.dot.net.in>
Ta: ashish kothari vsni.netin=
Subject: Re: Need addresses
Oate: Thursday, September 08, 1299 6:01 AM

RCCF Sri 4.N. BaLLAL
raaharashtra.

M.E.C.L. BUILDING, AMBEDKAR BHAV/SN,
SIMNARY HILLS,
NAGPUR.
pho 536673, 526222

Pt

SECRETARY, Forests
Shri Satish tripathy.

secretary, Forests

pr. "D233
4th flo>r mantralay, mumbai

(AD

Mir irshad khan.
TASK MANAGER
worid bank office. Navy Dalhi
ph o 4612491

4517247
Original Message 14

From: ashish kothart <ashish@igiasdi01 vsni.net.in>
To: Shree Bhagwan
Sent: 08 September 1982 23:23
Subject: Need addresses

=Dear Shraa Bhagwan,
>
sitwas good to meet and discuss various aspects of conservation in Vidarbha
swith you. Let us hope that sorne of the things we are planning are able to

eget off the ground.
>

would appreciate your sending me the narnes and addresses of the

=following:
>
>4. POOF, Mah.
32. Secretary, Forests, Mah.
73. World Bank officials dealing with hah. Forestry Project.
>

>Thanks,
2Ashish
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rete seit ureter Frater Fras are. ar feet
Geet Wet Tea Ba.

art carer vaft teaver oRerrgdes spare Ser oreita aaa

Tee. TTS Fractal are.
STaTaTeT AIR Ste. Ta ora HardWRT
SURATmw & AAT SCAT Ale AT AT Hartel BIST Gert

arenas sta salt Sere Spa

ae qed aed. wens wits set aster

Wass KAT TATA was Tela
Warts Area saved. Trash sath arson at rants ug

attired vaftate wereita sear set. (QT ¢ aR)

Ug
apie ster AERTS wilt debe Tat weigh a
dakar ae ar ae ako wap dee. 32 AR co Tht

dered aftipa sitar get. %o cto PAN Tee TAT

Wars

STAT - St. oft. tae fasa, spratemar - oft. UsteAe TTT
- at. sere slow, ot. Rewit Rs
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wareswer: - aft. facile aret, sitorrare, of. feeare areat,

Favesr, oft. orcter, sos, att,

Fensweltsdebe sen dala pretCATS

Bret aire.
Hews *

ae. a RE oeitfs ates cara

art

adh gers

Tae MTs, UTA BAMA AA

wfifa spare
Ferrera wat aa cat siftrararear aredta

Wega tak weet West BTS. attra
srarare servant of. tas

eter.
mere salt Protest dean pare Taner

art arr eet.

Prater Fens debe waet sire. arerdt waa
aR WATER ste yet (fetaedt)
wre eet. ait aa seared seraardt sf.

earn waist af, ser sles aqdts ae sen oe.
WATT TSA Tahoeft carteter.

v aot 8 AERTS

CAG BT AERTS Te

sre. SRT

Hewat zat TIT BLOAT At.
S ot, Pre ret

(Steet) ware
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Taare gear (Grassland's)

& ad wla Tahar areas STITT Be. 2 TAA aT

weer

ATRUTATATS Tahar
wera durfed stone sre.

3Teta

St. sft. Aree Tete APfestara

aRarereran Aafires fafa sks BAIT ae. aT

wae Base tate fated snare

vatawerng ster aint
Re.

gefttaRearar sriarat

Prevt Pra ASG & stem aif antes aw efter
WHT se. Asad ¢ wratl ce aT fear 38s ores ware Bout

t90/to's Taft ar arena went se.
aa aera salt Peter wads

Seth. GATAAA Bat FSSA TTawa Tears

TANmral Sree Taraccite atardier Prete abrararagct

St. sft. srasit eeraie ara ax va t spare
sf, facta urél ata weer ate. yaftareararar

gardter weqerar sear arta,

feraat

fred var she gaa ada (St. WA. Ta. wa.) Feet,
AERTS tea wads feast aroste othr

2) Stat arr
frat tax oteqa ore dea (Sa)

AERTS UST MAT Had aeten are wacarter Tara
(Ecology) srara weet edt dae ae.

aretdt gfe (Field guide) aerarce valtfasres oat

Bene are. ara Wescott wea areca

STN Aisa =ITT TITS BOTT Te.

stan sariardt weftsiter

WENT SA Tern ager sae ort

3)

at daa one. arpa fatter asitfraiega, oer
Hearst anit Faery Hwa aat

ame.a aher sifts wr art ae. a
frente arecooran vartet aret Ste ame, TATA

vat adh welt gtearet aren Prater grreft sre.

qehfrttersiar wahtter steam ar
art "Aennse velifra' debt art

Uact aie, ar dente frente sent "Hert Prat

wart serdar aTarasparatta

Wael We. MGA AERTSvalle wee

fara aad Preter.

AISA AAT IAP,

wreaths ait weed fara wala

2



4) afa are

SHUT 3008 Wat

ana atteBite
(Atbene bluecitti)

TATA Bt Tat STATI
ase (Extinct) a Area oa att. wr ateart co Fat

Grae oda Fer ar ata sates walt werrendtet

MSTWARIS SA GREMies ot (TMT ATATS)

AERTS wets weardare or. at. Peers RS

arex eit. A Asha arenas Peat ome. wt. RS
wes meade Ast at. TEATHT CIS,

®

(Bar Headed Goose) & aft

ares. Ecological Society - Pune wat att
oft. WHI ated arardt faste wart area. are

Journal of Ecological Society (Vol. 10-1997) =a wstéat

fagte AAT ae sit. wearer ares Aves.
WITS

*As pointed out by Joost van der Ven this goose was

never abundant and disturbances on its breeding and

wintering areas do cause concern about its future welfare.

There is ample reason for all of us who love and admire

ee

waterfowl to be vigilant and insist on proper conservation

measures for this handsome goose.'
Prakash Gale

Coordinator for Anser indicus

Goose Specialist Group, Wetlands International,
1 - B, Abhimanashree Society, Pashan Road,

Pune -411008
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we. ad ouatt dat WET
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32) Hearst

3)
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- Paar mest
ae ated what site aimee area av alkene

Rarer oretyeit ort. ( ateraéhet arf «aici,
too/-)

Praca wsrexr dao feet araat. stead

are call Prtterarh datos feea

dealt MM AMA sme. we 'freer' aaa

& afrer sap ame.

car:
Birdwatcher's Society of Andhra Pradesh.
P.O. Box 45, Banjara Hills Post Office,

Hyderabad - 500 034

suite siftrarz
ainet ataarerear afteardta tea

Sete Prttarorrea arent aire. arPiero yet

frearar war wer a per Wars 4

THT sre. at - aie TA
Ware Bat sre. aT sae Gs wat oa, Ara
afr, rit ear Aart hee ait
Fars, a War ate waist aT Prtagromarst

AT ae.
BetTee Gatats sate fait Rees

adit anf Resitetés sehr 8 enhrs anda.

aed.
a Ut wretiadt ordre aera WH wWertatht din

SS. ToT ia Bt vet Gfltes sracard recat ard w ara wa
¢ arréht aye sell anda. ara Taller Prlert g gas

Was arr wares Rear sftrararct arfedt org.

weds ddin wk
(R0g0) Melophus lathami

a ware attrare. vaard & wpe ar. whet wana
USS - TAT Beat sine sae

. Ser

ht sie
wet ATs ATT ag. a Taft BET THN ae Peat,

aid. art ut atime, aed

WA
Tat. ade, Reatees ddiy a dels shy aren

awe. Wala

Renteds adit
(2046) Emberiza striolata

Paetarorrgee eres Fea ety at cet arreitan pda srearstCARUSO

THATS BAM wat alan

et, GSH, Waa, Sta ANAT sve.
sect Pictorial Guide

to the Birds of Indian Subcontinent ¢ The Book of Indian
Birds a Yeraic ame.

(2083) Emberizamelanocephala .

(2088) Emberiza bruniceps
da sant a psarerrer Rrevar & aeft eert ae adit a a sahara Paat.

feaat até area arid

ad se sat frestax vargen Proae. Soran
SMT, Wea SAAT at Tet SETA Tere Treat. WH, wast,
apt ar Pretax et seit ataa erat feact. fires &
MNT SAT des srs. Waa AT Aran caret fret
ata wander stadt. Sis Re adit te Re ar dah

aire aera ara.

a

. are ate

aN

Daastu
ame. Tell ar Tara At ver7

(Ro40) Emberiza buchanani

STAI Bret Wakes Won area

soft rrr
8
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From: Rithe (Date. Thursday, 30,2001 11-01 ALI
Tipeshwar Sanctuary Threatened by Dam
Tipeshwar Sanctuary nYawstrnal district ofMaharashtra state is theatened by a pr oposed Lower

declanng the is the person behind the proposal of Darn which is ne doubt harrafail for the
sanctuary.

The Tipeshwar Sanctuary which is home to tiger, leonard, spotted deer.Sambar, pangolean andYr,

aound 3417 bird species iz nat only going to iocee it 2 Ha actual foresland but aiso the large and
'maporiant corridores The total forest landgoing under cubmersence around the sanctuary is 1108 Ha

later stare merite e aud
Put 15 beingriage vel Fe. GCE veut ctMahar ath a aud Gert ot A.dhtaPradech

ganted wii POs Vawatinal distict Chandapi distict ofiabaasitra and adilsbad distnc m

Andhra Pradesn ae the benificial for irrigation purpoze The total area to be irrigared is 1,6, 050
Ha. at the cost of subrnergerce of 20,80) He of rich land.

teat the Gant ofInuia.syettcclea the project uader Forest consernzion act
oad Wazpur pare giver fe permisnon on ch Tune

TPs to crart the projec work Not uly thus Executive E1 giuee: , arunawati Canal Dimon Yawataal

Wagnu The department 5 says in it's report that Nagpur nave made the
site on 7/7 -2O0 andmaked the queries which have ssked to construction of the
Cabal a che wire ferning along the canal tot the safety of as this ic the

have gien + 10ri tO this project on the terre reeriioned
by Naz

ZH to star' che wo k of construcuan ct Dam powe

the Int ization department
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Subject press note"Date:Monday, 20021024AM.
PRESS NOTE

MTR opens a Website, Launches Eco-tourism on (World Forestry Day. a

The site has been prepared BB. Nagolkar, HonoraryWildiie wardenPune amd
_therefore ne cost is incurred by the State/Central Government fo launching this site. The website has been
launched by Conservator & Field Director,MTRon MM

Forestry Day in the presence of distinenishedmember of thePress, NGOs, Serdar Government officials
ndfirstbatetrof 25-8wtouristsvisitng on "World ForestryDay?

The website onMTR gives details of conservation history, attributes and ecology and

PreportteranceofWildlifeirenchantingnature! valleys and ballat-afIMelghats.- Jx-ecological shows
the routes for tourists anid gives details about start and halting points for the visitors. A click an 'Contact

visit to Melghats.

accommodation, tourist cottages, Rest Houses etc. for the benefit of tourists. On this accesion, MTR in

tourism also fortaking nature-lovers and eco-tourlets to take ther on a trip by aroviding the
open-bus Called "Holar' (The fyingsquirrel is called inKors, There has been a 'tremendous
response from tourists as about 25 people have booked their seats far going to Melghats by paying a fee of

the of JTS Marth 2002, theWorld

Thewebsiteaisohas

collaboration with
Tera C

Tt Miss and -

off by Conservator ofForests and Field Director, Melghat Tiger reserve, Amrava jointly in presence of
and large muriber who attended the

w
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license-to-kill
worries wildlife

StateMinister's

enthusiasts
@WILDLIFE enthusiasts and
environmentalists have
slammed theMaharashtra For-
estMinister for permitting de-
struction ofcrop-rampaging
wild boars and nilgai (blue
bulis).

In astatement, Kishore
Rithe, wildlife advisory board
member fromAmravati, said
that the decision to kill all men-

acing animalswas decided at a

hastily convencd meeting of the
Maharashtra StateWildlife Ad-
visoryBoard (WAB) last Thurs-
day.

Activists suggested that in-
stead ofa blanket permission to
kill crop-damaging animals, the
ChiefWildlife Warden should
exercise his powers under the
Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972
to destroy specific animals only
after the threat is established.

NGO members informed the
WAB that the BombayNatural
History Society had sought to
undertake a field project to
study the problem and suggest
ecologically suitable options to
reduce the intensity of the prob-
tem which cannot possibly be
eliminated totally.

Itwas also suggested that

farmers on the linesofcompen-
sationgiven fer hvestocklalled
by carnivores, since the problem
ofcrop damage has indeed been
critical im certain areas. But all
such suggestionswere brushed
aside, Rithe said.

Facing stiffopposition from all
NGOmembers, State'sChief
WiidlifeWardenBMazumdar
ended themeeting abruptly,
claiming that a 1993 gazette notifi-
cation empowers the State gov-
emmient to take unilateral action,
withoutconsulting the Central
Government, Rithe said.

Shocked boardmembers

brought to the noticeof theMinis-
ter and theChiefWildlifeWarden
that the consequencesofthis ill-
advised stepwould be large scale

slaughter oftheprey species,
whichwouldd only aggravate the
man-animal conflict.

Forest SecretaryNandLal
later told theNGOmembers that
farmerswould have to take per-
mission from the Division Forest
Officers before killing the animals.

However, the Boardmembers

pointed out that the ForestDe-
partmentwas unable to prevent
even routinepoaching and hadno
mechanism to check the abuse
thatwas inevitable, Rithe said.

wa



Stir against bird sanctuary< 2of4/ 7%
NASHIK: Vice president of Swantantrya Bharat Party Jaywamt

Bhimrao Bhosale threatened to undertake an indefinite fast to de-
mand the cancellation of the proposed bird sanctuary to be set up at
Nandurmadhm Eshwar inNiphad taluka ofthe district.

Bhosale told PTI that the proposed bird sanctuary,would render
landless 50,000 farmers, including adivasis and harijans, whose only
source of incomewas agriculture. The farmers from 10 villages,who
had been practising cooperative farming for the past several years,
would not be allowed to draw water from Nandurmadhmeshwar
canal following the setting up of the sanctuary. Use of tractors, diesel
pump setswould also be disallowed to cut down on noise pollution,
which could affect the birds, in case the sanctuarywas set up, he said.
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'Networking of
sanctuaries needed'
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, APRIL 19

THEREwas an urgent need to
establish a networking system
among different national parks and
sanctuaries within the country for
conserving the gene pool for long
term sustenance, according to chief
conservator of forests, (wildlife) of
Maharashtra,M GGogate.

Delivering his keynote address
at a two-day nationalworkshop on
'Protection andmanagementofna-
tional parks and sanctuaries',which
concluded here, Gogate said the

networking should also aim at pro-
viding information regarding studies
in various aspects of biology, re-
search conducted in catchment ar-
eas andmajor river systems and na-
ture education.

Speaking about preservation of
ecological niches in the country,
Gogate said in the biogeographical
map, the marine wetlands and the

unique role played by scrub land in
biodiversity preservation had been
neglected.

According toRN Indurkar, re-
tired chief conservator of forests
(wildlife), lack ofadequate staffand
funds in the wild wing of the forest
conservation department had beer
a major hindrance in running vari-
ousprogrammes.

Adequate funds were essential.
to carry out relocation and resettle-
ment of villages, communication,

equipment and development of in-
frastructure for tourism, he
added. ;

Indurkar said the national con-
servation strategy had shown re-
markabie results after the Earth
Summit in 1992 atRio.

While themain stresswas on1 the
creation ofnational parks and sanc-
tuaries, the Indian BoardofWildlife
had recommended that about five
percentof the geographical areabe
set aside as protected areas out of
which four per cent should be from
forest aea.

He said the states, therefore, set

upmanynational parks and sanctu-
aries.

To achieve the above target, the
number ofnational parks and sanc-
tuarieshad suddenlygrown from 10
Nationalparks and 127 sanctuaries,
covering 25000 sq km area in the
country in 1970 to 86 National
parks, 421 sanctuaries, covering
132134 sq km area at present, In-
durkar said.

Alok Jain, Joint Secretaryof the
two year old regional centre of the
National Afforestation and Eco-de-
velopment Board (NAEB), which
hasbeen set up at the head office of
the Agricultural Finance Corpora-
tion Ltd here, said his centre facili-
tated afforestation and eco-develop-
ment programmes in the western
region coveringMaharashtra, Goa,
Gujarat and union territories of
Daman,Diu and Dadra.



Shrine'ofthe Shoot'ng Star
The world's third largest meteorite crater, Lonar, has been now declared a wildlife sanctuary

sions of mega-mammals for which most of
them have been set up, and to see which,

most visitors really visit them. The Wildlife (Pro-
tection) Act emphatically provides for setting up of
protected areas of ecological, floral and geomor-
phological significance. It was thus gratifying that
the Government of Maharashtra, contrary to the
current state policies of not declaring any mote

NATIONAL park or sanctuary conjures
njure vi-

PAs and going about denotifying existing ones, has.
notified the intention to declare the LonarWildlife
Sanctuary in the Buldhana district ofwestern Ma-
harashtra in June, 2000.

Lonar has no threatened animial or bird species.
The largest wild mammals afe langur and jackal.
Volcanic craters are uncommon and microcosms
of their own. But meteorite craters are much rarer
and smaller. Lonar is the third largest meteorite
crater in the world, the largest in the Indian sub-
continent and with its neighbouring smaller sister

crater, the only one in granite hard basaltic rock.
Some 50,000 years ago a gigantic stony mete-

' orite estimated to be about 60m in diameter and
weighing 60 million tonnes, hit the earth in a cata-
clysmic impact. It is believed to lie buried below
Lonar: 600m deep, leaving a crater 1,800m in di-
ameter, 170m below the earth's surface and an al-
most circular rim 20m above it. Its geological spe-
cialties include the presence of shock
metamorphosis and cones in the rock formation,
and the pressure of maskelynite and of apple-size
black glass sperules resulting from the melting of
rocks caused by the heat generated upon the
trémendous impact, and their subsequent cooling,

The crater was once believed to be volcanic. In
mythological and religious texts, however, Lonar
has been referred to as Taratirth, the shrine of the
shooting star. Its meteorite origin fas now been
confirmed by studies of the Geological Survey of
India and of the US, and of the Smithsonian Insti-

Nature Cal s
tute of Washington. Boreholes were dug over
300m deep and microbreccia and other geology of
the bedrock studied. But they were not deep.
enough to reach the actual meteorite, embedded
-much below. The major part of the crater bottom
is covered by a lake notable for its extreme salinity
and high alkalinity, which is why there is no habita-
tion in the crater, barring some temples. This, in
turn, explains why there is no motorable road
within the crater. The combined effect of both
these factors is that there is relatively little alter-
ation and adverse human impact. However, a little

away from the saline lake the groundwater is sweet;
the advantage ofwhich is taken by farmers growitig .

vegetables, fruit and cotton in a litfle over 50 acres
of the valley floor. This activity poses the greatest
threat today to the crater soil, lake and groundwater
due to the deployment of chemical fertilizers, in-
secticides and pesticides. The other threat is the

use of detergents by bathers in the sacred Dhar

spring cascading
into the crater be-
low the Gaumukh
temple.

The most
striking feature of
the saline lake is
its blue green al-

gae and bacteria, remark-
ably adapted to thrive in al-
kaline water with a PH
factor as high as 10.5.

Forest still clothes the inner sides of the crater.
Predictably, the forest department has converted
parts of the original yegetation into teak planta-
tions and much worse, introduced the tenacious
exotic Prosopis juliflora. With the establishment of a
sanctuary one hopes its tinkering arid so-called de-
velopment will stop and past mistakes and adverse
impacts rectified.

On the rim of the crater arid within it are an-
cient temples, some with exquisite carvings, that vided only select numbers are allowed to trek down
testify to the antiquity of the religious reverence ac-
corded to Lonar. The finest is the Daitya Sudana
temple on the eastern rim and facing east.

Though the reigning deity is Vishnu, it was in
all probability once dedicated to Surya the Sun

God, whose superb nage
stands outside. In the. ¢rater
there is another tempie of
Vishnu. All the temples -have
been damaged, some are
derelict, all need conservation.
as inuch as the crater and the
sanctuary.

. Last month I was able to ful-
fill a long awaited desire to see
Lonar. En route we visited
Sindkhed Raja, 60 kms from

-Lonat and the birthplace of Rajmata Jijabai, the
revered mother of Chhatrapati Shivaji. The
samadhi of Jijabai's father, in the custody of the'
ASI, is well maintained. The rest of the places and
monuments with the State Archaeological départ-
ment, are in shambles. So much for the heritage of
the greatest human icon ofMaharashtra.

Tourism poses problems for many a park and
sanctuary. For Lonar it would be an asset, pro-

built in it. It would be an added attraction to thef
many attributes ofAurangabad if a day's journey,is
provided from it, taking in Sindhkhed, Lonar and
the two jyotirlings of eastern Maharashtra.

DRM.K.RANJITSINH

to the crater bottom and no roads and rest houses

+
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'14 Vidarbha tourist Spots
identified for revamp
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE.
NAGPUR, JULY 1

AMASTER plan will be pre-
pared in the next three months to
develop basic facilities at 14 tourist
centres identified in Vidarbha for
which grants have been sanc-
tioned by the Central Govern-
ment.

This information was given by
Nagpurs Divisional Commus-
sioner J S Sahariya at a meeting
here on Wednesday to discuss the
region's toulism potential

Present in the mceting were
MTDC Managing Director A
Ramkushnan, Jomt Managing
Director M Ramaswamy, Collec:
tors of all six districts in Nagpur
Division, }B G Korwate of the
Planning Department and Dr B BC

Pal, Jomt Director of Social
Forestry, besides otherofficals

Sahanya said district-wise
committees of eaperts under the
respective collectors are preparing

proposals regarding tourist cen-
tres. Suggestions from officials of
the Forest Department, Public
Works Department,Maharashtra
Tourism Development Corpora
tion and other concerned depart-
ments are being mcorporated mm

the proposals.
Once the facilities are devel

oped at these tourist cemtres, they
would be handed over to private
parties for operation and mainte
nance

MTDC MD Ramakrishnan
intormed the meeting that the
grants have been sanctioned as a
part of the Central Government's
policy to promote towusm m dif-
ferent states Pnority has becn
given to tourist centres in Vi-
darbha and schemes pertaining to
their development would be com-
pleted soon he said

He said that suitable land
should be made available to the
MTDC at the district level to raise
tourism devclopment projects at

various centres.
MTDC Joint MD Ra-

maswamy accepted a suggestion
made by Sahariya to conduct a
workshop of officials and private
operators connected with tourism
to acquamt them with the centres
in Vidarbha. Sahariya had ob-
served that many sputs in Vi-
darbhawith excellent potential do
not attract tourists owing to a lack
ot pubhetty m other parts of the
State and the country

The identified centres in Vi
darbha include Khindsi, Sillart
and Navegaon-Khain (Nagpur
district), Tadoba, Mahakah tem
ple and Warora amenities centres
(Chandrapur district), Nagzira,
Navegaon, Itiadoh and Gomukh
(Bhandara district),Bor Dam and
Kelhar (Wardha district),
Markanda (Gadchurolr district)
Way side amenitres centres are
also to be set up at Kanpa and
Butibon (Nagpur district), and
Sakoli (Bhandara district)



been reason enough for cele-
brations of sorts. But the wildlife
wingof the State forest department

other plans inmind- a single
agenda of settlingmatters with the
revenue machinery to bring to an
end the agony ot at least three na-
tional parks and 30-oda wudhife
sancfuaries across the State.

Wildlife officials,who constitute
what is oftenbranded an infrastruc-
ture-starved machinery, now want
thcir revenue counterparts to com-
plete fmal inquiries about the pro- .

tected areas.
Sources said that the two-year

time frame set by the Supreme
Court for revenue officials to settle
the final awards related to pro-

rashtra, thewildlife

tected areas across the country
ended lastAugust.

Entrustedwith the responsibil-
ity of conserving endangered flora
and fauna in diverse climatic condi-
tions from the high-rainfall hot
spotsofWesternGhats to the semi-

parched plains of

were still to be notified under sec-
tion 35 (4) of theWildlife (Protec-
tion)Act.

The report underlines the need
to amend the original notifications
declaring the sanctuaries formany
other protected areas. "In some

caseswe areback tosquare
madhya Maha-

wing currently
manages five na-
tional parks and 33
wildlife sanctuaries
together covering
an area of

one," sources said, pointing
to pending revenue in-
quiries over the decades

Notifications for a tew
sanctuaries were found to
have ignored private lands
andgaothan (village) areas.

15323.875 sq kmin Great indian Bustard This, remarked the status
the State. + report, has defeated the

Ifa recently prepared status re-

porton the sanctuaries and national

parks in the State is any indicator,
Maharashtra's first tiger project at
Melghat and the national parks of
Pench, Navegaon (all in Vidarbha)

-idea of transforming the sanctuary
areas into thewilderness areas,No-
tifications excluding the villages
have left no room for settling the
claims of the villagers who were
needed to be shifted from the core

areasofthesanctuary.
The Great 4ndian Bustard

(GIB) and the prestigious Bhi-
mashankar sanctuaries in Solapur-
Ahmednagar and Pune district top
the listofsanctuarieswhich are now
"back to square one."

Declared in 1979, theGIB sanc-

tuary has been an intriguing case.
Going by the notification, even So-
lapur city falls under the sanctuary
and IS needed to be evacuated
alongwith a few other cities, towns
and villages spread over 8496 44 sq
km to create the "wilderness area."

This had led to a furore in the
region andDehradun-based Indian
Wildlife Institute had recom-
mended heavy reduction in the
sanctuary area, resizing it toamere
400 sq km.

Incidentally, theGIB sanctuary,
as it stands today, alone accounts
for over 55 per cent of the total

WildlifeWeek: No cause for cheer
OCT 1

44th WildlifeWeek be-
ginning today should have

sanctuary and national park areas
ofMaharashtra. Yet the GIB sanc-
tuary statistics are interesting, Over
88 percent of the notified sanctuary
area are private lands and amajor
portion of it has been under cultiva-
tion. The wildlife wing currently
owns orily 5.67 per cent of the total

MADHAV GOKHALE

-notified area.
The sanctuary status report lists

"as a major hurdle the fact that in-
'quines into clams of private land
owners has come toa a standstill.

"GIB sanctuary today is like a
honeycomb area for us," sources
said, adding that a two-prong reno-
tification would soon be issued for
the sanctuary. Inwildlife official cir-
cles, the feeling is that revenue au-
thorities should undertake status

survey of forest revenue lands.-
Unchecked encroachments is con-
strued another headache for the
foresters.



Sanctuary status soon for some forests
MADHAV GOKHALE
PUNE, NOV 8 aula'
THERE is good news at last for at least 11

protected jungles across Maharashtra. Lost for
long in the fierce woods of red-tapism, the
forests are all set to be accorded the status of
wildlife sanctuary/national park.

"The final notifications are ready. The recent
spell of political instability in the State had de-
layed the notifications," well-placed forest de-
partment sources told The Indian Express on

Monday.
Two meetings in October of forest and rev-

enue officials in Vidarbha and Mahabalesh-
war- pushed forward the proposals.

Themeetingswere held on the backdrop of
delays in settling the rights of occupants of the
protected area, thus multiplying the threats to
the State's bio-diversity.

Going by the well-laid procedures in the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, nota single inch of the
35 protected jungles, spread over 15323.875

square km, has ever had statutory status of a

wildlife sanctuary or a national park. The trea-
sure troves of endemic and endangered plant
and animal species had remained enmeshed in
land-related ambiguities all these decades.

Ashish Kothari of Kalpavriksha, who has
beenworking on people's rights in protected ar-
eas, said the notification on uninhabited jungles,
where there are no land rights, could be issued

immediately. He stressed the need to properly
documentminor customary forest usesbypeople
like honey-gatherers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

1

The infrastructure-strapped (Jalgaon), Karnala bird sanctuary
wildhfewingwas contemplating to

chinery Wildlife wingofficals had
recommended amentiment ofpre-
liminary notifications for some of
the protected forests. .

At the Mahableshwarmeeting}
officialswere informed that the fi- .
nal notifications could be issued um-

'mediately. They include Gugamal,

Wan (Akola district); Tipéshwar
(Yavatmal), Naigaon (Beed),
Dnyanganga (Buldhana), Yaval

'Sanctuary status soon

for some forests
(Thane) and Rehkun black buck

were no land acquisition-related
hindrances in any protected area.

The meeting agr¢ed to prepare
a set ofguidelines on settlement of
rights, sources said...

The authorities were asked to

complete pending inquineswith
a fixed time frame. The two-year ,

time frame set by the Supreme
Court for the Trevenuemachinery to
settle the final awards related to

protected areas across the country
ended lastAugust.

ze10 in on a single agenda of set- sanctuary (Ahmednagar), forest
» tlingmatters with the revenuema- department sources said. There

formung part of the old
sanctuary; Narnala, Katepurna and



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, APRIL 23

LESSEDwith a vast coast-
line, virgin beaches, ancient
forts and hill stations, Ma-

harashtrawould focus on develop-
ing beaches, wildlife sanctuaries,
resorts, water sports, caves, rope-
ways and arts and crafts of the vil-
lages to boost its tourism policy in
the next five years.

Regional director of Govern-
ment of India's tourism depart-
ment, Ram Chopra, said here to-
day that the State receives around
75 lakh domestic tourists and
around ten lakh foreign tourists
everyyear.

He said India's tourism earn-
ings of Rs 12,000 crore, which is a
mere 0.5 per cent of the global
Share, was expected to double in
the next five yearswith efforts being
made to project India as a major
tourist destination by depicting its
rich culture, heritage and bountiful
natural resources.
ith 720 km of coastline along

the Sahyadri ranges replete with
forts and hill stations,Maharashtra.
Tourism Development Corpora-
tion (MTDC) has drawn up ambi-
tious plans to promote tourism,
which has been accorded an indus-
try status.

Sixty-four places on national
*. highways have been identified for
setting up wayside motels. Three
have already come up at Khapoli

on the Mumbai-Pune route, Bela-
pur near Shegaon on Mumbai-
Nagpur sector and at Sillod onAu-
rangabad- Jalgaon road, MTDC
seniormanager Prithviraj Patil said.

Three oil companies have ap-
proachedMTDC for a tie-up to set

upwayside amenities combina-
tion of petrol pump and motels.
Modalitieswere beingworked out,
he said.

While MTDC would procure
land from government, the oil com-
panieswould invest in motels and
petrol pumps and the two would
share the profits.

Areas identified for wayside
amenities include Khapoli, Khan-
dala, Pandharpur, Islampur and
Wadgaon (Mumbai-Pune route),
Khed, Chiplun, Rajapur,
Hathkhamba, Kankavli and Ven-
guria (Mumbai-Goa road), Bhig-
wan, Bhimanagar, Shetfal and
Akalkot (Mumbai-Solapur),
Chandwad, Malegaon, Arvi and
Shirpur (Mumbai-Agra), Balapur,
Khamgaon andBhandara (Dhule-
Nagpur).

MTDC also plans to set upwa-
ter sport facilities at 54 locations,
provide tourist attractions at 54
forts all over the State, introduce
hand gliding and rock climbing in
hilly areas, develop lakes at ten lo-
cations, create jungle safaris and
marine parks and harbour cruises
nearMumbai.

Thirty-two locations along the
Konkan coastline have been iden-

tified for beach resorts. Already
100 rooms have been put up by
MTDC at Murud-Janjira, Hari-
hareshwar, Ganpatiphule and
Malvan. The need is for 6000 to
7000 rooms in delux segment, said
Ashish Kumar Singh,

the top.
With Mahableshwar and

Matheran hill stations reaching a
saturation point, MTDC also has
plans to develop Panhala, Amboli
and Jawahar hill stations by creat-

ing more tourist
MTDC joint manag-
ing director.

HotelsTaj, Oberoi
and Citade da Goa
have acquired land
fromMTDC in Sind-
hudurg. Another land has been
procured on lease by the Taj group
near Harihareshwar, but work on
these projects is yet to begin, he

BOOSTING amenities.
Amusement

parks have been
planned at Mum-
bai, Nagpur, Pune,
Sambhafinagar (Au-

rangabad) and Nashik. In view of
rapid growth of industries, health
farms are being set up in various
parts of the State to attract tourist

'MTDC plans to set up
water

sport facilities at
54 locations, provide tourist-attractions at 54:
forts all over the State, introduce.handgliding
and rock climbing:in hillyareas, developlakes at
ton locations, create junglesafaris andmarine

said.
'

There are about 175 forts in the
State, directlyor indirectly linked to
Maratha leader Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji. These ramparts are still visited
by scores of touristswho relive the
bygone days. Efforts are being
made to develop and conserve
these forts. For instance, at Raigad
fort,MTDC has setup a resort and
has provided a ropeway to reach

and business travellerswith huxuri-
ous accommodation, tennis and
badminton courts, swimming
pools, sauna and jacuzzi facilities.

Already a few health farms and
naturopathy centres have been es-
tablished at Lonavla and other
places. The Vipassana (yogicmedi-
tation) centre at Igatpuri is attract-
ing large crowds from all over the
world,

An airport proposal on build-
operate-transfer and build-oper-
ate-own basis is also on the cards in
Sindhudurg districtwhich hasbeen
identified as a special tourism area
bytheUnion Government.

Special tourism areas identified
in State are lakes inMawal,Mulshi,
Bhor, Velhe, Khed and Haveli
talukas in Pune district, Panhala
near Kolhapur, Chikaldara near
Amravati, Ramtek near Nagpur,
Soyegaon and Khultabad nearAu-
rangabad and lastly the coastal ar-
eas at Dahanu, Palghar, Bassein,
Alibag, Murud, Shrivardhan, Ven-
gurla, Malvan, Deogad, Rajapur,
Ratnagiri, Guhagar, Dapoli and
Madangarh.

In the private sector, Suman
Motels has set up 33 resorts all over
the country. It enjoys the distinc-
tionofbeing the largest chain ofre
sorts in India and plans to cross the
100mark by 2005, itsmanaging di-
rector Surendra Khandhar
claimed

SumanMotels:s also the first to
introduce microflight service in
Lucknow and plans to introduce
ropeway and an air strip at its resort
at Mangaon in Raigad. It also pro-
vides emergency services such as
ambulances and towingvehides at a
Teasonable cost every 50 km on
highways.

Under the new tourism policy,
building and management of ho-
tels and holiday homes have been
left to the private sectorwhich has

er sports, wildlife sanctuariesState to focus on wat
been offered tax concessions."The
State is expected to invest in envi-
ronment-friendly schemes like
facilities and caravan camping be-*

The State Government hasin-
troduced a package scheme off in-
centives for certain areas including
Sindhudurg district. The tax bene-
fits extend up to 12 years and elec-
tricity tarrif at industrial rates for
ten years. Government lands are
beingmade available at 50 per cent
concessional rates.

An arts and handicrafts village
is beingdeveloped at the film city in
Mumbai. Besides, a water sports
centre isbeingplanned atGirgaum
Chowpatty in themetropolis.

Plans are also afoot to popu-
larise sanctuaries of Navegaon
parkby operatingjunglesafaris

The tourism industry in India
provides direct employment to
more than sixmillion people and
indirect jobs to over eightmillion
The employmentn tourism sector ,

is expected to double from 13 mil-
lion to 25 million in the next two

The concept of weekend-out-"
ings is fast catching up in India
which haswitnessed a spurt in re-
sorts and clubs in the recent years.
As the tourist traffic goes up, these
resorts endeavour to offer a wide
range of services and amusement
gameswhich provide utmost com. /#
fort and recreation to the guests.

port.

parks andharbourcruises near Mumba

years.

=



Wild-life sanctuaries losin¢ cround in state
"yy Jé 01

By Ravindra Daftardar
The Times of India News Service
SANGLI Actual land under eco
logical protection in the state 1s pos-
sibly much less than the percentage
stipulated by the Central govern
ment in its wildlife policy

Tanayirao More, a retired forest
official and expert on wild life sanc
tuaries maintains that statistics put
out by the state government this
regard aremisleading
Presently, the state has five na

tional parks, 24 sanctuaries and
three deer zones, totally covering
an area of 15 300 square km which
15497 per cent ol the total gro
graphical area of the state
As per the wildlife policy of

the Central government, the
state should reserve at least four
per cent of its total geographical
area for parks, sanctuaries or pro-
tected areas, in order to preserve its
ecological balance and biological
diversity
But according to Mr More,

this statistic 15 misleading because
often the geographical areas of
various sanctuaries also include
villages and agricultural land
'The actual protectcd areas 1n the
state may be as low as three per
cent,' he says
According to Mr More, when

Maharashtra was formed 1n 1960,
it had only two sanctuaries, the Ta
doba national park at Chandrapur protected zones for the wild hfe

ear

A deer spotted at

t
the Chandob

d

life sanctuary im Kolhapur district.

and the Radhanagar sanctuary
in Kolhapur district Gradually,
the number of national parks
and sanctuaries im the state in
creased "However, as compared
to the other states, Maharashtra
has lagged behind in preserving
its ecological balance," says Mr
More

In the recent past, considerable
public opinion has been gencrated
to emphasise the need for special

Untortunately it 1s the urban resi
dents who seem to be more in
volved these movements
laments Mr More adding that the
rural folk who come in direct con
tact with the forest and its habi
tants, remain in the dark about
thesc campaigns
Traditionally, tural folk have

been totally dependent on forest
land for their cattle grazing as
well as for collection of forest prod-
ucts like food and lirewood Indif

ference and occasional opposition
of these people to forest conserva
tion projects can be minimised only
if they are given other alternatives
to reduce their dependence on the
forest for livehhood
Mr More cites the example of

Chandolt, which 1s the only area in
the district which boasts of thick
forest cover, with a large number of
tigers bisons stags and wild boar
The state government has under

taken a project to develop Chan
as a sanctuary bordering Kol-

hapur, Satara and Ratnagiri dis-
tricts,
The state has undertaken a pro

ject to develop this sanctuary How
ever, in recent times, the work on
thas project Ras been stalled by

paucity of funds and clashes wath
human population settled on its
borders
Jt has taced the usual threat

of illegal tree felling Besides,
the presence of wild animals near
agricultural land has also posed
problems to local farmers Wild am
mals straying out of protected
areas in search of food are increas-
ingly talling prey to the wrath of
alarmed villagers
The Sagareshwar deer sanctuary

1s the other major wild life project
in the region, which ran into prob
lems at a very early stage
To begin with the forest depart farmers protesting agaist nuisance Fement itself was opposed to declar-

ing Sagareshwar as a protected,
area on the grounds that it was
technically unsuitable for the pur-
pose
The demand for declaring it as a

sanctuary gained momentum after
the success of department's foresta-!
tion, which left 1t with thick green
cover
After much deliberation, it was,

agreed upon that the area be de-
clared a deer park, considering 11}

was known for a large deer popula
tion The state fenced an area of
about 60 hectares and reserved tt
for breeding different species off
deer Antelope, sambar and other
species of deer were released into,
the area The project was successful
aus deer population gtew to dsatis
factory numbers within three

to,four years.
The increase 1n the deer nopula

tion led to the demand that'
these wild animals be released into
their natural habitat and that the
whole Sagareshwar area be de-
clared as a sanctuary The demand
was conceded by the government
and fence was taken oft. Gradually
the deer started frequenting agn
cultural land and damaging stand-
ing crops
The result today, is that an eco

friendly project is often in the news
for frequent agitations by local



wildlife sanctuaries
PUNE: The forest department is
planning to declare the dense
forests of Rajmachi and Tamini-
Sudhgarh, bordering Pune and
'Raigad districts ofMaharashtra, as
wildlife sanctuaries to prevent wild
animals from straying into cities
and to preserve the flora and fauna
of the areas.
Disclosing this to reporters on

Tuesday, the deputy conservator of
forest (DCF) wildlife, N.H. Sheikh
said the idea was to form a sanctu-
ary corridor, linking the western
ghats and connecting Bhi-
mashankar withMayureshwar near
the picturesque hill station ofMa-
habaleshwar.
Rajmachi lies between Bhi-

mashankar and Mayureshwar
while Tamini-Sudhagath is a bridge
between Mahabaleshwar and
Chandori, he added.
The Rajmachi sanctuary would

cover an area of 122 square km,
which is the catchment area of
-Andhora, Shirota and Walwan

hagarh, covering an area of 228 sq
kms, is the catchment of Mulshi
lake. (P7y

s 4

oducts,

Statemayget two
40; q/212,

lakes while the area ofTamini-Sud-
1



//Rs. 37-crore plan
to check poaching

By Our Special Correspondent

MUMBAI, AUG. 24. The Maharashtra
Government has started arming
its forest staff who are often at-

tacked by poachers and other of-

fenders in jungles.
The State Government has

launched a Rs. 37.27-crore plan
aiming at arming 720 officers with

pistols and equipping 514 squads,
each having four other ranks, with
one tifle each. The ChiefMinister,
Mr. Vilasrao Deshmukh, who an-

nounced the plan today at a press
conference, agreed that the quan-
tity and category of weapons

the attacks the forest staff faced:
would not be sufficient in view of

na
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Rs 3 crore for lion safari
The Times of India News Service

SANGLI The Union environment minister Maneka Gandhi has sanc-
tioned Rs 3 crore for establishing a lion safari at the Sagareshwar
wildlife sanctuary in the district.
This was announced byAjitAdvani, treasurer of the district BJP unit,

who called on Ms Gandhi in New Delhi recently. Mr Advani said that
officials of the Union environment ministry are convinced that the 27 li-
ons from the city's Pratapsinh Park need to be released in their natural
habitat. The zoo has witnessed the death of as many as 1 of its lions in
two years, owing to poor zoo-keeping

a ne
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By Ramu Bhagwat

The Times of India News Service
NAGPUR: Forest officers and guards in
Maharashtra will be provided firearms for better
protection of the green wealth even as the latest
satellite imagery surveys indicate an increase of
2,991 sq. kmin the dense forest area of the state.
Orders have been placed with ordnance factoryfor guns and pistols of various types, which will be

provided to guards and range officers.
The first consignment of the arms is expected by

the month-end principal chief conservator of forests
Ravindra Sule told this paper on Wednesday. As pera special arrangement worked out by the forest
department, the state police will impart arms train-
ing to the forest staff at the Nashik police academyand the regional police training school in Nagpur."Since the police department is insisting on provid-
ing training to our staff only on the arms they will km. in the dense forest area of Maharashtra. Most of
subsequently handle, we are waiting for the arms
'supply. We have shortlisted 140 guards and 40 range forests and scrubs provin the success of plantationofficers for the first batch that will be sent for the

orest staffwill be given firearm
training", Mr Sule said. Initially the forest depart-ment wil use the police armoury for depositing the
arms they receive. The forest department will later
set up its own armoury.
It was in 1981 that a committee headed by the

then forest minister Nanabhau Embadwar recom-
mended issuing firearms to forest staff and setting
up of manned forest stations like police stations for
prompt action against poachers and forest smug-
glers. However, it was only recently after the state
high court, in response to a public interest litigation,
appointed a special team to suggest measures for
revamping the forest protection system, that the
firearms proposal got a green signal from a high-
power committee of the state government.
Meawhile, the good news for the greens is that the

satellite imagery surveys conducted by the Forest
Survey of India, Dehradun during 1997 and 1999
indicated that there was a substantial rise of 2,991 sq.

the new dense forest area was converted from open

projects, Mr Sule said.



By Gunvanthi BalaramMUMBAI: The Union ministry ofEnvironment and Forests (MoEF) has justnotified the entire Mahabaleshwar plateau asan eco-sensitive zone. With this,Mahabaleshwar and Panchgani have becomethe first hill-stations in the country to be pro-tected in this fashion
The Mob not teiton dated January

2001 nes boon sued under the
(Protection) Rules of 1986 a outhacs both thebuandanes of the cou semsilive Zone as Well asstrict measures to regulate developmental andindustrial activities within the zone.
The MoEF heard suggestions and reactionsfrom the public to this notification over the lastsix months and has now put its final seal of

approval on the document.
This marks a big victory for environmental-ists, especially the Bombay EnvironmentalAction Group, which has long becn battling tosave the plateau --~the source of five rivers andone of the last surviving hotspots of bio-diversi-

ly in the Western Ghats-trom being crushed
by the juggernaut of reckless development."This is a trail-blazing notification," said anelated Shyam Chainam, BEAG activist. "We
hope the government will soon extend such pro-tection to other Indian hill-stations, most of

aha le New high for hill stations
MAHABALESHWAR PANCHGANI BECOME FIRST ECO-PROTECTED HILL STATIONS IN COUNTRY

SENSU
HOW GREEN IS MY VALLEY

which are under threat, like Matheran,Chikaldhara, Panhala and Khandala inMaharashtra, Pachmarhi in M.P. for which a
preliminary notification has already been
gazetted, and Munnar, Kodaikanal, . Ooty,Darjeeling, Simla, Kurscong. Dalhousie.Landsdowne and Kasauli, to name some more."
According to the notification, "The eco-sensi-tive zone shall include the entire area within theboundaries of the Mahabaleshwar tehsil and the

villages of Bondarwadi, Bhuleghar, Danwali,Taloshi and Umbri of Jaoli Tehsil of Satara district.A mastcr plan will be drawn up for this zone."

.eco-sensitive zone and that the only industries

This master plan, it adds, "shall clearlydemarcate all existing forests, green arcas, hor-ticultural areas as strawberry farms, rasberryfarms, orchards, tribal arcas and other cnviron-
mentally-sensitive areas. No change of land-usefrom green uses such as horticultural areas,
agriculture and parks shall be permitted in the
mastcrphin"
Porling he approval of the master plan by

the Mobi the loca authorities will net heallowed to mike any rmduction the
ioresiyrecmagiicultural zune of to mviedse the
existing permissible floor area ratio, the num-ber of storeys and ground coverage. As such, nostructure will be allowed to exceed a height ofnine metres or hold more than ground plus onestorey. This is a slap in the face of those focalhoteliers and builders who have reportedlybeen flouting the cxisting building byelaws to
gain more commercial space in the twin hill-
Stations, as well as building illegal structures inthe green and agricultural zones.The notification also makcs clear that miningand quarrying will henceforth be banned in the

nvironment

that can come up in this zone will be "non-pol-luting, non-hazardous service industries and
floriculture, horticulture or agro-based indus-tries".
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Cash- -strapped state government
brings down axe on wildlife wing
Experts allegemismanagement ofWorldBank loans

By Sanjeev Unhale
The Times of India,News Services
AURANGABAD: The wildlife
wing of the department of forests
and environment is to be shut down
afier theWorld Bank loans that fi-
manced it came to an end last
November, The state government
says it has no money to continue
ihe programme and 600 emplo-
yees of the wing will be transferred
to other sections of the same
department.

'The chief conservator of forests
(development) B.K. Singh, issued a
government resolution (GR) to this
effect on February 17. According to
the GR, the employees in cight di-
visions of the wildlife wing will be
accommodated in vacant posts in
the forest department.

Environmentatists
are,dismayed

at the decision. Kishore Rithe, a
member of the Maharashtra State
Wildlife Advisory Board, who
heads the Nature Conservation
Club here said that "wildlife man-
agement without an indcpendent
wildiife wing is unscientific " He 1s

worried about the management of
the five national parks and 40 sanc-
tuaries in the state. *

The forest reserves spread across
14,487 sq.km. The five national
parks at Tadoba (Chandrapur),
Navegaon (Bhandara), Pench park
(Nagpur), Gugamal (Amravati),
Sanjay Gandhi Park (Borivali),
were formed after late Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi introduced the
'Save the tiger' project in 1972.
The state government intro-

duced the wildlife wing in 1985.
In 1992, the World Bank offered

a grant of Rs 550 crore to support
the wing. Experts allege that a-
substantial portion of this amount
was not used towards strengthening
the bio-aesthetics of the sanc-.
tuaries. but in construction
activity, which did not directly
benefit wildlife promotion and
conservation.

Instead of creatin'g waterholes,
improving habitat, fodder develop
ment and updating communication
systems in the sanctuaries, officials .

constructed buildings and gesiden-
tial quarters, some of which remain
grossly underutilised.
Two boats worth Rs 10 lakh were

provided for the Jayakwadi bird
sanctuary near Paithan

the Jast 11.months for want of a
trained boatman!

Lt

last
year, but have not been used for



State okays
» killing

of 'protected'
nilgai, wild boar

| SarupsimhNaik to allow the killing

+ meeting and came as a shock as in

PRERNA BINDRA
MUMBAI, FEB 22

A CONTROVERSIAL deci-
sion taken by State ForestMinister

tected under the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act, 1972, and suspected of
damaging crops - has forest officers
and conservationists up in arms.

The decisionwas announced at
the State Wildlife Advisory Board

ofnilgai and wild boar both pro

the last meeting it was suggested
thatBombayNaturalHistroy Soci-
etywould be commissioned by the.
State to arrive at an ecologically
sound solution to the problem.De-
fending the decision, State Forest
Secretary Nandlal said that they'
were merely following the law, re-

SS
A

ferring to Section 11 (b) of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Wild
Wildlife Protection Act, which saysthat the chiefwildlifewarden, ifsat-isfied that anyparticularanimal un-der Schedule I, III or IV has be-
come damaging to human life and
property,may permit the animal tobe killed.

Nandiai admitted that these
powerswere not being utlilised till
datc because the problem of crop
damage was not "acute enough."He added that notices would be
sent to concerned forest officers
that they could issue such permitswith immediate effect. "The Gov-
emmentwas hesitant to take sucha
stepbefore but nowwe just have no
option," he statedandmade lightofthe decision, adding that the ani-
malswere under Schedule III and
therefore not rareorendangered.A senior forest official pointedout that Maharashtrawas the first
State to take such a regressive stepandwas therefore setting a verybad
precedent. "Section 11 is used byforest officers only in the case ofan
extreme eventuality as in the caseof
man-eating carnivores. Issuingper-mits tokillwild boarand nilgai ISun-heardof," hemaintains,

The meeting was hastily con-
vened and a forestofficerpresent atthemceting said the ForestMinis-ter explained to the members pre-sent that he had called themeetingsince he promised his MLAs that
favourable orderswould be issued
to allow the killing of animals that
were destroying farmers' crops.Ac-
cording toNandlal, theywereunder'tremendous' pressure from the
farmer lobby and their representa-tive MLAs since the crop damagewashuge,

boar killings
Condemning the move, envi-ronmentalist Bittu Sahgal said the

consequences of issuing such per-mitswill result in amajor depletion,ofprey species. "Slaughterofpréy,."*species will aggravate the man-artis,,"#mal conflict ascarnivores like tigers,*leopards and wolves deprived of °
foodwill turn to domestic livestockor in extreme cases turnman-catersfor survival,"pointsoutSahgal.

Agreeing that the problem'could not be ignored, Sahgal saidtherewere other and less extreme
solutions thatwere ignored.

Compensation for crop dam-
age, a solution practised by TamilNadu which suffers from a similar
situation -was dismissed by the sec-
retary and theminister as the State
doesnot have the requisite funds.
quick and sarcastic repartee offered
by amemberwas that itwould take
just one Enron installment to pro-vide forcropprotection.

Admitted Nandlal, "We do not
have the funds to provide compen-sation at this stage." He suggestedthat themovewasnot so 'disastrous'
since permission to shootwould be
needed from the divisional forest
officers or the chiefwildlifewarden.Some forest officers andmembers
argued that poaching has been dif-
ficult to control because of lack of
Staff and arms, and that they havenomechanisms to check the abuse
that isbound to follow this decision.

Debi Goenka of the BombayEnvironmental Action Group saiditwill be impossible to control the
number or identify the animals
killed. NGOs have not ruled out
thepossibilityofchallenging the de-cision in court.



PRERNA BINDRA
MUMBAI, MARCH 4

THE State Government hasabolished 378 posts m the wildlife ,
@ under the State Deparawentof Environment and Forests, kick-

ing up a storm in the process The
posts, which have been abolishedvide a Government Resolution(GR) dated February 27 (GR No2000/PN 841/F-11(K-2), had beencreated under the MaharashtraForestry Project funded by theWorld Bank in 1991 to strengthenwildlife conservation and manage-ment in the State However, withthe Rs431.51-croreproject comingto a close, the posts now stand

{
abolished.

Apart from this development,forest officers are also up in armspecause the GR specifically statesthat the salaries of these 378 offi-cers and otherswill be paid only xfno extension of these posts 1s de-manded beyond February 28 Re-marks a range forest officer inNag-pur: "It is a blackmailing tactic.Wehave beenpaidour salaries for Jan-uary and February. Now, I don'tknow from wheremy nextmonth'ssalary will come. And I have notbeen given diesel to run the jeepsfor patrolling telephone bills toohave not been paid
The GR has also deepened theconflict between officers posted inthe field and "policy-makers". Ex-

tary, Forest Department: "Theseposts were temporary, so they canbe surrendered." Adds KishoreRithe,member, StateWildlife Ad-visory Board "Half the posts (8,000of the total 19,000 in the ForestDe-partment), uncluding that of the
prmerpal chief conservator offorests, are temporary, Officers mthe wildlife wing have been givenspecialised training inwildlifeman-
agement. The project ended inApril last year and the posts wereextended till October 30. Afterthat, there was a temporary exten-sion everymonth Protectionwork

came as a surprise as it had beendecided at ameeting on November

State , abolishes378 posts in wildlife wing.State Chief Secretary, Arun Bon-
girwar, that thewildlifewingwouldremain in operation even théughthe Maharashtra Forestry Projecthad ended The meeting had been+attended by Principal Secretary,Forests, KNandlal, Fmance Secre-tary Ravi Buddhtraja and sermonforest officials.
Says Rithe: "This desisionwastaken in the interest of the State'swildlife and also to avoid violatingthe Government of India's norms

regardingmanagement and execution of Protected Areas and cen-trally-funded projects hke ProjectTiger It was also discusved at the
meeting that fwe do not continueat least some of these 378 posts in

plains A 'N Tripathi, deputy secre-

the wildhfe wing, it could causefunding problems apart from invit-ing legal hassles."

continue the posts have fallen ondeafears. Tripath dismisses the im-portance of the wildlife wing, say-ing the "GR has been made an is-ste because wé arc removing theposts of the 50 peons which thewildlife people have become usedto." However, he admits that theGRwill have serious implications.
(48) are ofpeonswhile the rest are
conservators (5), divisional forestofficers (4),

assigtant
conservators

conservators of forests (3), deputy

29, convened inNagpurby the then

of forests (26), range forest officers(30), foresters (30)apd guards (63).The rest are technical posts likesurveyors, engineers, etc.Rithe insists that the conse-quenceswill be "disastrous". it willhave a direct bearing on three for-est circles --Nagpur, Nashik andBorivali - since their manage-ment is completely under theWildlifeWing. These forest circlesinclude important national parksand sanctuaries like the Tadoba
Park, SanjayGandhiNational Parkand Tansa, Bhimshankar, Rad-hanagri and Penganga.Strangely, Nandi al dismisses lowestpriority in territorialwings.'

ay we oA

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4es
the GR as "routine and having nomeaning". He told The Indian Ex-press: "We do not plan to abolishthe posts though some will go aspart of the restructuringof the For-est Department. About 100 postsmight be retained. Principal ChiefConservator ofForestsSKBallire-fused to comment on the subject. "Iwill not speak on the issue. Whyshould I tell you if the posts are tobe continued ornot," he saidRemarks asemor forest officer:"Officers in thewildlifewingwill beadjusted in territorial wings. Butthere are no vacant posts for con-

:

1s at a standstill He says the GR

¥3-100State abolishes 378 posts in wildlife wing

servators and conservation is the
.

Forest officers say their plea to

Only 10 per cent of these posts Tiger Reserve, Pench National
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For
another wing asWB stops aid

By Sanjeev Unhale
The Times of India News Services

AURANGABAD The state forest department has
decided to told up its torest protection wings in four
forest circles of the state, in the wake of the withdrawal
of financial support by theWorld Bank (WB).
This comes as yet another setback to envron-

ment's decision to close down its wildlife wing, earlier
this year
While the state government on its part 1s trying to

upgrade its forest services by reorgamusing departmen-
tal staft and providing them with weapons, sts failure Nagpur and Chandrapur North forest circle:

st department losesjet.
became evident after the Central Bureau of Investiga- ;

tions conducted raids in Nagpur revealing a thriving
trade in uger and panther skins
The wild life and forest protection wings had been

initiated at the behest ofWB, which had provided the
department with assistance worth Rs 550 crore since
1994 95 These steps had been taken in consultation

an honorarium of Rs 88 lakh. The idea was to ensure
hetter forest management through the segregation of.
forest development and protection operations Th 'The

model was introduced on a puot basis in Thane/Dule,

ment protection In the state, following the depart with Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) which received

Rakai



ASH RA
Wildlife census brings good

By Nandkumar Dhavalikar
The Times of India News Service
SATARA: The population of sey-eral endangered species, includingpeacocks, tigers, bears and hyenasin Satara district, has increased in
the last five years,
This has emerged in the latestwildlife census conducted at the

recently. The census has, however,

sloth bears.
There's good news for peacock-lovers though. According 1o the

census, the national bird's number
has grown from 129 to 52?
During the census, the forest offi-

cials found pug marks of tigers and
panthers at Malharpeth, Helwak

a

i

"After the scientific examinationof these pugmarks, it was béen con-
cluded that the number of panthers one).increased during the past five yearsfrom 18 to 26, while the strength of
tigers increased from two to three,"said Jeet Singh, Satara forest sub-
division officer.
The other wild animals whose

are panthers and bears, While the

has increased from 23 to 35.
The bad news is that the numberof horned deer has come down

from 55 to just six. The census hasalso indicated an alarming decreasein the number of gavas (bison),from 101 tomere 81,

Following were the respectivenumbers of other species in thedis- have said

Scale poaching.

news on endangered species
trict: horned deer - 23 ( previouscensus 15); giant squirrel - three

The census indicates a rise in the
number of wild animals in Rad-
hanagari, Chandoli and Sagaresh-War sanctuaries. The forest officialshave attributed the decrease in
the number of these animals inother unprotected jungles to large

seven forest divisions in the district number has increased considerably
Tevealed a considerable drop in the number of panthers has increased The favourable or unfavourable

changes in the natural habitatof these wild animals is another

responsible for these changeswill be studied and steps will be
taken to maintain the ecologi-cal balance, the forest officials9

number of bisons, horned deer and from 18 to 26, the number of bears

actor responsible for the increaseor decrease in the number of
these animals, The specific factors

and Patan forests,
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declares
Matheran
e€co-sensitive

@MUMBAL Inwhat willbe
only the second place to enjoysuch a status in the country, the
hill-station ofMatheran in
Raigad districthas been de-
clared an cco-sensitive zone bythe Supreme Court. The order,dated July 12,was delivered ona
petition filed by theMatheran
Bachao Samiti. The onlyother
area declared as eco-sensitive is
the

Mahabaleshwar-Panchgani
Region whichwas conferred
this status bf the UnionMinistryofEnvironmentand Forests on
January 17,2001.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 18

INWHATwill be only the sec-ond place to enjoy such astatus in
the country, the resort hill-stationof
Matheran in Raigad district ofMa-
harashtrahas been declared an eco-

July 12, was delivered on a petitionfiled by the Matheran Bachao
Samiti. The only other area de-
clared as eco-sensitive is the Maha-
baleshwar-Panchgani Region, alsoin Raigad district, which was con-
ferred this status by the UnionMin-
istry of Environment and Forests(MoEF on January 17,2001.

notification declaring Matheran asan €co-sensitive zone. The regionwill require a new master plan aswell as a tourismmasterplan. Pend-
ing the approval of the new master

velopment parametreswill remainat current levels and that'therewill
be no reduction in the forest, and

4 heritage list for the hill stationhas already been prepared with the
help of the Matheran Bachao

do so by INTACH. The report,which had been sought by theMumbai Metropolitan Develop-ment Authority (MMRDA), has
since becn forwarded to the Urban
Development Department of the

'/*
Supreme Coutt in 1995, the peti-

dia be directed to take Steps to set

Plan, the court has ordered that de-

1) The S
which c

Observationsmade in the Study byMatherean Bachao Samiti

3) Matheran's proximity to Mumbai has Spurred unchecked growth in thetourism industry. As a result, on comparing the climate from 1920 to today, therehas been a rise of 2 degrees Celsius in the average minimum temperature. The
4) Unchecked development has resulted in a substantial increase in the dis-posal of garbage of commercial establishments.The

The report was submitted to the MMRDA in September 2000 and includes acritique of the existing Development (Master) Plan and the new draft Develop-ment Plan, and recommends that the entire area be treated as a Heritage

garbage is thrown into thé

upa committee under the Environ-
ment (Protection)Act, 1986, topro-tect the environment of the eco-
fragile hill station,

Only recently, on May 2, 2001,theMatheran authoritieshad taken
a decision to permit tractors and
Other vehicles to ply inside the hill
Station and to change the surfaceof
the road from the present earthen
road, which would have an adverse
impact on the ecology and environ-
ment. After the petitioners chal-
lenged the decision in court on
10, the courtdirected the StateGov-
ermment to file an affidavitwithin six
weeks on thematter. In its order on
July 12, the court had stated: "We
make it clear and direct that no ve-hicle like tractor, tempo, car, truckor other mechanised vehicle, ex-
cepting anambulanceanda fire-cn-
gine, will be permitted to ply in
Matheran irrespective of the fact
that anypermit has been granted or

not. Pending further orders, there
be nomovement offelled tim-

ber by natural causes or otherwise
from Matheran nor there Shall be
anysale thereof."

In an affidavit filed in court, theState Government has said that it
has communicated to the Govern-' ment of India its Principal approvalto'declareMatheran as an eco-sen-
Sitive zone in a letterdated Novem-
ber 21, 2000. The court, however,observed that the State Govern-
Ment's affidavitwas "unfortunatly

details and documents should be

par-

. Placed on record alongwith an affi-davit to substantiate the averments
made in this affidavit, Further affi-
davitbe filedwithin fourweeks from
today. The state is directed to file
alongwith the said affidavit the sur-
vey report called for in the order
datedMay 10, 2001 ofthis court."

ne
by
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'Fresh move to preserve
-Mahableshwar's ecologyBy Nandkumar DhavalikarTimes News NetworkSATARA:Three study committees and a tech-nical panel will prepare reports to preserve theecological balance of Mahableshwar andPanchgani.

The committees were constituted at a jointmeeting of the regional planning board forMahableshwar-Panchgani and the Centralgovernment's high-powered control commit-tee, held at Mahableshwar on Saturday.The committees have been asked to submit.their reports on the implementation of arevised regional plan while taking into consid-eration limitations and constraints in thedevelopment of the two hill stations after theseareas were declared as environmentally sensi-tive in January 2002 by the Centre. The movein this regard came following complaints thatlarge-scale tree felling and illegal constructionshad endangered the ecological balance of thehill stations.
The state government has constituted theregional planning board under the presi-dentship of Pune divisional commissioner to

prepare a revised regional pian.The first meet-ing of this board on Saturday, which waspresided over by divisional commissionerUmeshchandra Sarangi, was attended by thecontrol committee president, K.G. Kanga, del-

egates of environment organisations, electedrepresentatives and government officials.Speaking at the meeting, Mahableshwarmunicipal president D.M. Bawalekar andPanchgani municipal president LaxmiKaradkar complained that the local residentsare facing difficulties due to the stringent con-ditions imposed after these areas weredeclared sensitive zones.
The representatives of environmentalorganisations have also complained againstthe apathy of the forest government officialstowards the frequent fires in the local forests.Kanga told the meeting that the draft for theplanning of Mahableshwar and Panchgani.forthe next 20 years would be prepared on thebasis of union environment department's rec-ommendations.
Suggestions of various environmental andother organisations would also be taken intoconsideration before finalising the draft, headded.
Among those who attended the meetingwere localMLAMadan Pisal, district collectorOmprakash Gupia, Satara zilla parishad presi-dent Narayanrao Pawar, and environmental-ists Sujit Patwardhan and Ravindra Surve.The next meeting of the planning board andcontrol! committee will be held atMahableshwar on March 6.
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State to open forests for eco-tourism
Times News Network

NAGPUR: Forests in Maharashtra would be opened up for eco-tourism

"Instructions have been issued to all divisionsof the state forest depart-ment to identify tourist spots within forest areas and to make available thenecessary staff for conducting tours. The scheme will be launched on theoccasion ofWorld Forestry Day on March 21," Sharma said.To begin with, the Forest Development Corporation. has been permit-ted to take-over the forest guest houses at Kolsa and Sillari in theTotlahdoh area near here for providing accommodation facilities 'to

from next month, the state' hief. conservator of forests M.K. Sharma
+

announced here on Thursday.

tourists. A nodal cell would be f, rmed in every division to promote eco-tourism in a big way.
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THE TMES OF INDIA, PUNE MAHAR

By Gunvanthi Balaram
Times News Network

MUMBAI: The hill station of
°

Matheran :and its surroundings
have been declared an eco-sensi-
tive zone (ESZ) by the Union gov-
ernment.
A notification to this effect was

issued on February 6 by the Union
ministry of environment and
forests (MoEF). It also upholds the
supreme court ban on all vehicles
inside Matheran except for an
ambulance and a fire engine, and
on new hotels in the hill station.
Matheran is the second hill tract

in Maharashtra to get such protec-
tion, after the Mahabaleshwar-
Panchgani plateau which was noti-
fied an ESZ on January 17, 2001.
Local environmental groups and

ecologists working in the Western plan for
Ghats are mighty pleased at this Matheran ESZ will be drawn up by
development:
"This notification has not come a

day too soon because hoteliers are

damaging the ecology and aesthetic
value of Mathcran with their tree-

felling and haphazard new con-

ernments

10

structions," says Piloo Albless
Richardson of the Matheran
Bachao Samiti. Adds former
bureaucrat and Intach
(Maharashtra) convenor Dev
Mehta: "It's a,
huge relief that
the Central gov-

has
heeded our col-
lective plea to
protect Mumbai's
very own hill sta-
tion with more FF"

stringent laws and
f§

to promote dam- 8
age-control exer-
cises there."

Announcing
that a new master pe"

the state government within two
years, the notification stipulates
that there will no change in the
meantime in the existing land use

pattern and building bye-laws in
the hill station.

It adds that no additional hotels
and lodges will be allowed until its
tourism master plan is in place. This
will be based on carrying capacity
and lay emphasis on eco-tourism,

eco-education
and eco-develop-

ec The new mas-

{demarcate and
devise fresh
guidelines for
gaothans, forests,
preen areas, hor-
ticulture areas,
agricultural
areas. orchards,
natural and built

m

heritage sites and
other ecological-

" ly sensitive areas.
It will also specify the types of
industries to be prohibited and
those that can be permitted, pro-
vided certain specified criteria are
met.
The Matheran ESZ notification

is an improvement on the

Mahabaleshwar-Panchgani one in'
that it is more specific. It notes that
the new master plan shall specifi-
cally provide for the restoration of
denuded areas, management of
catchment areas, the fuelwood and
other needs of the local communi-
ty and indicate areas where indus-
tries may be permitted.
"The instruction that the needs

of the local people must be
addressed in the master plan will
ensure a better life for them,"
points out Samir Mehta of the
Bombay Environmental Action
Group (BEAG).
"There are misconceptions both

in the local community and in
government circles that notifying
Matheran as an ESZ will block
development and harm the inter-
ests of the locals. But that is
not true. It allows for develop-
ment - what's more, a development
that's healthy and systematic,"
adds the BEAG activist. He and
Richardson have worked hard on

having these issues included in
the notification.

ment

tter plan will

the
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MADHAV GOKHALE

ON paper the idea sounds good. If
thines work out the way Principal Chief
Conservator or rorests (PCCF) M K
Sharma wants it, the cash-strapped State
Forest Department could reap awindfall
Butwill itwork out?

The idea ts to encash the increasingm-
terest in eco-tourism by opening up the

forests fo tourists. Poo tourism
phasure Wilh

Tourists would be introduced to nature
through morning and evening walks to
waterholes with expert guides besides lec
tures and film and slide shows on nature. The
-concept has beenvery successful inwildlife sanc-
tuaries including Dandeli, Nagarhole and

But does the Maharashtra forest depart-
ment have the infrastructure and the trained
personnel to manage a large influx of tourists

Tapola tourist spot in Koyna sanctuary. Newsline photo
tourist News ne

since Sharma's deadline to kickstart the project is
March 21. theWorld ForestDay.

"Eco-tourism is not something which could
be initiated by switchingon abutton like an elec-
tric bulb," a senior forest official said on condi-
tions of anonymity. The problem is not just the
infrastructure. Themajor issue is themindsetof

o-tourism
could end up a paper tiger

the department itself, a cross section of
#4 forest officials this correspondent spoke

to feel "Entering the hospitality business
with a five-odd wecks' notice would be
ratherdifficult for thosewho alwayswere
entrustedwithajob to protect the forests
with lathis in theirhands," said a forester.

The PCCF in his order dated Febru-
ary 7 stated that a Committee on Eco-
tourism is expected to submit its report
within a month. But directives have al-
Teddy gone tothe deputy conse ny atorsof
forest (DCks) and wildlite
across the State even before the official
committec has taken any step.

The haste on the part of the PCCF
could be because the Maharashtra Forest De-
velopment Corporation (MFDC), an au-
tonomous state body, is expected to commence a
similar project in twowildlife sanctuaries in Vi-
darbha onMarch 21.

The PCCF directive asks all the DCFs to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

St ite

Mudumalai

ie

t

Eco-tourism could end...
identify tourist spotswithin forest
areas and enroute, in nori-forest
areas, and map them. And on
March 21, thé DCFs have been
told to announce the launch of
the project.

The task could turn out to be. guides out of our own staff will

extremely difficult since except
"for the few national parks and
sanctuaries, not many of the

ranges in the state can offer
'tourists food or residential facili- supposed to take care of," a se-

ties. "There are rest-houses. But
they,are inadequate since they
Were never planned to cater to
tourists. Creation of

campsites
too was hardly thought of," offi-
cials say. Additional people visit-
ing and staying inside or on the

periphery of a wildlife sanctuary

able natural resources there.
The forest dept also needs to point in showing people visiting

put in place infrastructure like
guides. The DCFs have been told
to identify atleast five resource

persons in every division who are

"satisfactorily competent and fa-

a

tions" who could be hired by
tourists as guides.

Forest department officials
are skeptical if the project canbe-

gin such a short time. "The basic
component like making field

take some time considering the

existingwork loads. Currently one :
forest guard looks after thrice a

territory which he is otherwise

nior official said. "It's not just
overburdened staff, it's raa question

build up all these since does not
even have any material which ¢

could be used to educate tourists.
"There is not a single film avail-
able on Maharashtra's biodiver-
sity," said an official. "What's the

our sanctuaries foreign films or
films on other sanctuaries. Even
the forest information and inter-

pretation centres need to be

spruced up with involvement of

+

ofequipment aswell."
The department needs to

méans more exploitation of avail

a

miliat with the routes and loca- local population and the greens.
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Times News Network
KOLHAPUR: The state seems set
to tike ¢ big plunge into ceo
tourism. Atter launching one-day
safaris in the forests of Pune and
Solapur districts, the Forest
Development Corporation of
Maharashtra Ltd. (FDCM) has
now brought eco-tourism to the
jungles of Kolhapur.
The department on Wednesday

introduced the concept of eco-
tourism at five picturesque spots
in the district Panhala fort,
Palsambe temple at Gaganbawda,
Ramteerth forest area at Ayra,
Donavde waterfalls and
Kaladanka trek at Gargoti,
besides Radhanagari forest area.
The district has nearly 50 first-

rate eco-tourist spots, but keeping
in mind the density of forests,
approach routes, natural beauty,
waterfalls and historic importance,
the aforesaid ones were selected,
said deputy conservator of forest
(Kolhapur) G. Sai Prakash.
Apart from generating revenue,

the eco-tourism circuit tours,which
range between two and seven days,
aim at creating awareness among
people about wildlife, Sai Prakash
said. During the tour, the partici-
pants are taught how to erect tents
and set up makeshift kiosks,
among other things, he added.

m trion eco
J/ By Neil Pate

cme
+
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ECO-EXHIBIT: A bison at the Radhanagari wildlife sanctuary in
Kolhapur district.
The forest department has delin-

eated work to its various divisions
to ensure that the tours -run
smoothly.
Sai Prakash said that at least

five persons from every division of
the forest department, who
include guards and range officers,
have been vested with the respon-
sibility of guiding the tourists and
catering to their demands, if any.
Besides this, every division is
expected to have a 'nodal cell for
eco-tourism', spearheaded by a
responsible officer, he said.
At the forest-circle level, the

conservator of forest is supposed
to oyersee, plan, implement and
monitor eco-tourism projects, Sai
Prakash averred.
Meanwhile, all deputy conserva-

tors of forest have been asked to
submit their action-taken reports
on eco-tourism to the respective
conservators of forest. Who have
been, in turn, asked to make a com-
prehensive report and submit it to
the chairman of the eco-tourism
committee draft policy and
Maharashtra state principal chief
conservator of forest M.K. Sharma
within the next three weeks.



olhapur forest
vision to get,

¢s 2.16 crorey
Times News Network

KOLHAPUR: The Kolhapur for-

est division has been sanctioned Rs
2.16 crore for a period of five years
for afforestation and eco-develop-
ment of forest villages.
The funds are granted by the

Central government under its inte-

grated village afforestation and

eco-development project scheme.
"We have been allocated Rs 79

lakh for 2001-02, out of which the

first instalment of Rs 40 lakh will

be given next month," deputy con-

servator of forest (Kolhapur) G.

e

Sai Prakash said.
He said the funds are released

~
to the Forest Development Agency
(FDA). Out of the 510 forest vil-

lages on record in Kolhapur, the

Twenty-five per cent of the allot-
ted amount can be used for devel-

opment of forest villages through
water harvesting structures like
check dams for irrigation and

drinking water purposes, digging
of

wells, creation of roads, construc-
tion of sheds for schools, installa-
tion of energy saving and energy
alternative devices, and rural elec-

trification through solar power.
Sai Prakash said each FDA

would be headed by the respective
territorial/wildlife conservator of
forests. Other members include

representatives of the village
forest

committees.

directly by the central govermment

division plans to develop 36 forest
+

villages in this year's pilot project.

co
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ill stations may find it

tceasier, get protection
Times News Network

sscludes heritage buildings even
By Vaishnavi C. Sekfar| for example.while ecological refers to more Even though such hill stations asMUMBAI: Hill stations in the tigid natural criteria," says Shyam Kodaikanal Munnar andcountry may soon find it easier to Chainani, of the Bombay Darjeeling are eligible for this sta-get legal protection Environmental Action Group,reckless against tus, they haven't asked for it. This isdevelopment and which has been lobbying for sever- because the onus of applying fordeforestation The Union al years to have hill stations pro- such protection isn't on the Unionministry of environment and tected

ministry of environment but on theforests has appointed an expert The new category would permit state or local environmental andcommittee to frame guidelines to tareas that wouldnt strictly be clas- citizens groups.determine what makes a hill sified as ecologically fragile to also Thisministry's move is "a secondstation environmentally sensitive get protection step forward," said' a delightedand important enough to merit The parameters established Chainani. "The first step was gel-preservation for ecological sensitivity areThis follows ting the parameters for ecologicalMatheran fairly scientific and include the sensitive zones and this is the nextbeing declared an ecologically number and rarity of specics found step."sensitive Zone in February in the area, specialised ecosystems It took several years for theand Mahablesbhwar-Panchgani and geographical features like Union government to get the
for

getting the same status last year uninhabited islands and steep legislation ecologicallyBut environmentalists say the slopes. sensitive zones in place; it wasMarch 21 order which directs a The factors that determine envi- passed after much lobbying fromcommittee of scientists. ronmentally sensitivity are more environmental groups for the hillgeneral such as the extent of forest
government officials and environ- l, stations of Pachmari in Madhyamental group representatives to cover, proposed sanctuary areas, Pradesh and Mahableshwar. Thelook at environmental sensitivity drinking water sources and out- new scheme has taken consider-and not just ecological sensitivity, standing natural beauty. ably less time.will enable more hill stations to Environmentalists say that Once an area is notified eco orqualify for legal protection. This is applying for cco-sensitive. status environmentally sensitive, a num-because the parameters for envi- IS difficult and complicated, ber of protective rules come intoronmental sensitivity are much requiring massive amounts of place and a monitoring committeebroader. information on the number of 1s set up to ensure they are fol-"Environmental sensitivity species in the area to be compiled lowed.



-10-yr plans for three

sanctuaries okayed
VISHWAS KOTHARI out. Similarly, infrastruc
KOLHAPUR, APRIL 3 ike roads and

THE department of forests has
approved a 10-year management
pian for three of the four sanctuar-
ies in Kolhapur wildlife division,
aimed at providing fresh impetus to
ongoingworkonwildlife protection,
eco-restoration and development
projects with specific emphasis on
tourism.

Deputy Conservator of Forest
(Wildlife) Ashok R Salunkhe said
the long-term plans for Radhana-
gariwildlife sanctuary in Kolhapur
disirict, Sagareshwar in Sangli and
Chandoli,which coverspartsofKol-
hapur, Sangli, Satara and Ratnagiri
districts, were cleared recently by
the Chief Conservator of Forests
(CCF)while theprocess ofapproval
forKoyna sanctuarywason.

The department expects a sub=
stantial financial assistance from the
Centre under these management
plans wherein the thrust would be
on categorisingwildlife sanctuaries
into fourprogramme-specific zones
and implemgnt work accordingly,
hesaid.

"Forinstance, coreorno-activity
zone whichwill remain a protected
area forwildlife, and.cco-restoration
zonewhere the emphasiswill be on
revitalisingdepleted forests through
village eco-developmient schemes,"

tourist spots can be undertaken in
tourism as well as development
zones, he added. Salunkhe said the
wildlife officials were also looking
ahead to the Forest Development
Agency (FDA) programmes, under
the Integrated Afforestation and
Eco-development Scheme funded
by the Centre, at 31 villages in the
fourwildlife sanctuaries. "We are in
the process of gefting our plans ap-
proved by Ministry of Forests," he
said while conceding that work on-
FDAhad been delayed owing toun-
foreseen reasons.

Authorities from Kolhapur ter-
ritorial forest division have already
got a Rs 2.16 crore FDA plan ap-
proved by the Centre,which is to be
implemented over a term of five
years in 36 villages having forest ar-
eas. In this context, thewildlife divi-
sion has been found lagging al-
though Salunkhe would insist that
workunderFDAwouIdcommence
soon in thewildlife sanctuaries,

Together, the fourwildlife sanc-
tuaries - constitutingmain forests in
theWesternGhats -coveranareaof
over 1,104 sq km spread acrossKol-
hapur, Sangli, Satara and parts of
Ratnagiri districts, with Koyna
(433.55 sq km) accounting for the
biggest area and Sagareshwar (10.87
sq km) being the smallestsanctuary.



Black buck

chats on the rise
KOLHAPUR: There's a good
news for wild-life lovers. A recent
census conducted by a committee
of conservators and deputy conser-
vators of forests shows a major rise
in the number of wild animals in all
the four wild-life sanctuaries in the
western ghats.
Deputy conservator of forests

(wild-life), Ashok Salunkhe, who

sanctuary in Kolhapur district has
been identified as the second most

Population ofwild §

animals in western

By Neil Pate
Times News Network

important bio-diversity area in the
state. The sanctuary is famous for
bisons and many other wild animals.
Chandoli, Koyna, Radhanagari

and Sagareshwar are the four main
forests areas in the western ghats.
Panthers, tigers, barking-deer and
sloth bears are in abundance here.
The Koyna forest area also finds

Anil Velhal

af

go +

sanctuary in Kolhapur district.
CATWALK:A leopard strolls gracefully in the Radhanagari wildlife

looks after Kolhapur, Sangli and
Satara wild-life areas, said the forest
department's efforts to protect wild-
life sanctuaries in the state from
harmful human activities, like illegal
cultivation of land and grazing cat-
tle in protected areas and felling
trees for fuel, seem to have paid off.
Ten years ago, wild-life experts

had expressed fears that the tiger
population in the western ghats
would decline considerably if
efforts were not taken to conserve
the sanctuaries.
However, the tiger and bison pop-

ulation in the ghats has increased
since then, Salunkhe claimed.

TO THE WILDLIFE ENTHUSIAST'S DELIGHT

place in the list of the 13 medicinal
plants conservation areas ear-
marked by the state government.
The Idarganj plateau in Radha-

nagari wildlife sanctuary is popular-
ly known as the 'Valley of Flowers'
as it harbours over 1,500 flowering
plant species and a number of ferns.
A report prepared by Dr

Madhukar - Bachulkar-Cholekar,
head of the Botany department at
Vivekanad college, Kolhapur, in
1998 states that many endemic
endangered plant species and
herbaceous ephemeral vegetation of
botanical importance are found in
the Radhanagari wildlife sanctuary.

Sanctuary Radhanagarl Koyna Chandoll Sagareshwar
Areainkms 351.16 433.55 308.97 10.87

Tigers 02 02" 02
Panthers 09 17 03
Bisons -510 230 270
Barking deer 170 100 205
Mouse deer 70 50 260
Slothbears 26 105 75 _-

Sambars 120 180 155 74
Spotted deer

=_ -_ 116

169
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Forest crimes need
special courts: dept
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLHAPUR, APRIL 19

THE forest department has
submitted a proposal with the State
Government, seeking establish-
ment of independent courts at
Nagpur and Thane forconductinga
more efficient and speedy trial of
forest offences.

- Talking to reporters here on
Thursday evening, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests MK
Sharma conceded that the rate of
conviction for offences like poach-
ingand illegal tree-fellingwas quite
low. The forest officials often face
difficulties in establishing such of-
fence, he said.

"Unlike common criminal of-
fenceswhere the police are alerted
eitherby the victim orwitnesses, the
forest staffhas to first search for and
identify an offence and take action
as percircumstances,"he observed.

Proving their case beyond

doubt becomes a difficult preposi-
tion, resulting in the low rate of
conviction, Sharma said.

Establishment of independent
courts for forestoffenceswould goa
long way in solving some of the
problems faced by the department,
he added. Sharma said, the task of
protecting core forest areaswhich
account for 16 lakh hectares of the
State's total forest area of 64 lakh
hectare, has been entrusted with
the special squadswhich are given
necessary equipment and arms for
checking poaching and tree-felling,

Protection of wildlife, increas- ;

- ing numberofanimals, ensuring ef-
fective check on human activity in-
cluding poaching, and
conservation of medicindlplants
form part of the work carried out
by the special squads, he said.

For the restof the forest areas,
mostly territorial, an apt forestdevel-
opment machinery was being cre-
ated at district-level, Sharma said.



/6ovt to set up forest courts.

ALARMED by the exponcntial

Act, Forest Conservation Act as well as press.

theWildlifeProtectionAct, the Congress-
led Democratic Front (DF) government
will soon set up Special Forest Courts to ; pendingbefore the courts andmore than

disposeofpending cases in a time-bound

period.
"We have proposed scttingup Special

ForestCourts atThane andNagpur to di-

poseofpendingcases in atime bound pe-
riod. If the cases are disposed of quickly,

growth in litigation under the Indian Forest.

thenwe will be able to curb the violation
PRAFULLAMARPAKWAR
MUMBAI, JULY 23

tection Act in amore cffective manner,"
K Subramanian, Chief Conservator of
Forests (Protection) told The Indian Exx-

According to Subramanian, at themo-

menta record numberof7,000caseswere

two lakh cases were pending before the

forest officials empowered with quasi-ju-
dicial powers If the proposal comes

through,Maharashtrawill be the first state

in the country to take a Icad in setting up
such courts for theprotectionuf forests



Seal
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Mumbai: The government is
finalising an eco-tourism pol-
icy for the state.
Disclosing this at a work-

» shop on implementation of" national wildlife action plan
: here on Saturday, secretary,
, ministry of environment and
. forests, Navin Kumar said it
was heartening that the
green cover of the state had
increased during the last five
years and wildlife sanctuar-
ies could be now used as na-

ture education centres.
There are 35 sanctuaries,

five nationalparks and 60 for-
est parks in the state and
about 80-90 lakh people visit
them every year, Kumar said,
adding that negotiations
were onwith tour operators.
He said there has been a re-

structuring of the forest
cadre to handle two independ-
entwings, one for sanctuaries
and another for general pur-
pose "Despite the ban on fill

tourism policy in offing
é

a

ing of posts, we could recruit
additional 1,000 staff to man-
age forests," Kumar added.
For effective management

of sanctuaries and parks, the
ministry has formed a joint
forest management commit-
tee (JFMC) with residents of
villages on the fringes of
forests, he said. The villagers
can undertake plantation on
forest peripheries and earn
up to 50 per cent of the in-
come, he added en



PlaStic clearance
drive in Matheran

By Gunvanthi Balaram
Times News Network

Mumbai: At long last,
there's a plastic clearance
drive inMatheran.
Over the last few weeks,

the municipal council of the
hill station has, at the behest
of the Matheran Bachao
Samiti (MBS), cleared the
forest trails and points of all
plastic and other solid waste.
This garbage has been
packed and stored at a spe-
cial site andwill soon be cart-
ed away by a private agency
to recycling units down
in the plains.
According to the chief offi-

cer of the municipality, Sam-
patrao Shinde, the plastic
bottles collected have even
begun to be compressed to
one-tenth of their size witha
machine. The waste paper is
also being packed and stored,
while the wet garbage is in
the process of being turned
into compost.
"We will be clearing

garbage on a daily basis from
how on, not only from the
forests but also from the local
hotels and lodges, who have
agreed to pay Rs 30 per room
per month for the service.
We've usta added 60 contract

workers to our permanent
conservancy staff of 25 for
this purpose," he said
"A private company has

agreed to cart away the plas-
tic waste once our staff have
crushed and packed it, and
that's a big relief because we
don't have the manpower or
themoney for transporting ital to recycling units down-
hill," adds Shinde.
"We've also requested .

the company to provide us
©

with a few more crushing .

machines - not like the .
manual one they've given us,
but like the machines used
to electrically crush sugar-
cane at roadside stalls in
Mumbai. Those will be more
efficient than the manual
machines".
The municipal conservan- ;

cy staff have been taught
how to crush the bottles by ;
experts from the Indian
Council of Plastics in the En-
vironment (ICP), an organi-
sation floated by the plastic -

industry to deal with the
problem of plastics in the en- *

vironment. "We were intro-
duced to the ICPE byMBS ac-
tivist Samir Mehta, who's
taking interest in this proj-
ect," says Shinde.
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JumbosS stray in Konkan
@ First time elephants sighted in the State: forester
MADHAV GOKHALE

. PUNE, OCTOBER 31

ODAMARG
taluka of Sin-
dudurg district

in south Konkan is cur-
"rently gripped by an ele-
phantine problem. Over
a dozen wild elephants
straying in the vicinity of
Dodamarg from neigh-
bouring Karnataka have

Unconfirmed reports
said that two persons
were injured in a stam-

pade in a village when
they tried to drive them
away by bursting crack-
ersandbeatingdrums.

Sindhudurg District

bragade ruled out com-
pesations for the paddy
fields, banana, coconut

_
held cntire region at ransom.

Theelephants, divided in two herds, are now
in the vicinity of Tilari irrigation project. The
herds are from Kankumbi forests in Belgaum-
Khanapur region.

"This is the first time that elephants are
Sighted in Maharashtra," State Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest (Wildlife) Madhav
Gogate told The Indian Express. While he has
been secking help from the Dehradoon-based
Wildlife Instituteof India, the Statewildlifewing
has been contemplating an operation to drive
out the elephants with the help of foresters in
Karnataka andGoa,Gogate said.

other hand would like to keep his fingures
crossed on the compensation issue for the time
being. The elephatns are estimated to have
damaged paddy and other cropsworth about a
lakh mupees.

Earlier, speaking at a workshop here re-
cently, environmentalist Prakash Gole referring
to straying elephants had maintained that such
conflictswere apointer to nature resistingman's
unscrupulous exploitative attitude and main-
tained that it could be an opportunity to give
other consideration to the so-called models of
development.

Collector Vasant Kho-

and beatle nut orchards
nm the vicinity of Tillari project. Gogate on the

r
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Kentreokays State A
plan on forest land
@ Forest villages to be revenue land
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

THE Centre has approved
proposals for diversion of
6145.01 hectares of forest land
inMaharashtra for conversion
of forest villages into revenue
villages.

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests also ap-
proved regularisation of some
agrisilvi plots and rehabilita-
tion of people settled in a
wildlife sanctuary, an official
release said here today.

The approvals accorded in-
clude dereservation of4073.95
hectares of forest land for con-
version of 73 forest villages to
revenue villages in Nandurbar
district, diversion of 1658
hectares of forest land for reg-
ularisation of agrisilvi plots in
the same district besides diver-
sion of 413.06 hectares of for-
est land for rehabilitation of
persons from villages in Koyna

wildlife sanctuary, the release
said.

for Environment and Forests
However, Union Minister

TR. Baalu urged ChiefMinis-

sure compliance of conditions
imposed in this regard, it said
adding it has been stipulated
that 'pattas' will be given only
on inalienable and inheritable

ing changes in revenue records
be made only after the final
judgement of the supreme
court in respect of dereserva-
tion of forest lands,

As much as 4.32 million
hectares of forest land was di-
verted for non-forestry pur-
poses between 1950 ana 1980
at the rate of about 1.50 lakh
hectares per year which has
been brought down to about
25,000 hectares per year since
the Enactment ofForest (Con-
servation) Act, 1980, the re-
lease added.

ter Vilasrao Deshmukh to en-

ght basis and the correspond

;
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aiheran also gets
'eco-sensitive' tag

Times News Network miningwill be banned; plas
tic bagsmay not be used.

New Delhi: Matheran and Over the next two year,its surrounding areas in the state government is to
Maharashtra have been de-
clared an eco-sensitive prepare a niaster plan to

restore denuded areas,
zone, putting a cap on in- manage catchment areas
dustrial and other develop- watersheds, ground water,
ment in the region. The de soil andmoisture
cision of the Union envi- Till then, says the min
ronment minis applies try, buildings within the
to theMatheranmunicipal Matheranmunicipal limits
council area and adjoining will see no increase in floor.
region covering 214.73 area ratio. permissible
square km. height, number of storeys
The notification covers: or ground coverage.

70 villages in Raigarh dis Repair and restoration
trict's Karjat taluka and 19 will be allowed, but no new
villages in Thane district's construction may come up.
Ulhasnagar taluka. The In adjoining areas, there
other two zones that have should be no reduction in
been declared eco-sensitive tribal area, forest zone
so far in the state are Da- green zones and agricul
hanu taluka and theMaha tural area
baleshwar-Panchgani area. All this will be moni
This means that only tored by a 10-member com-

non-polluting, non-haz mittee chaired by an
small-scale andardous, eminent person, with the

service industries, agricul. Raigarh district collector
ture, floriculture, horticul- as its convenor. Its job is
ture and agro-based indus- to ensure compliance of
tries will now be permitted the provisions of the

notification.in the area. Quarrying and
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atheran declared eco-sensitive region
MNomore polluting industries, masterplan to chalk out restoration ofdenuded areas
PRAFULLA MARPAKWAR limitation area in the draftnotificationwas498 sq kms,

MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 19 WHAT'S OUT nearly twice the area finally protected by the final
notofication. "Our contentionwas that the population*

Polluting industries of all types
T'S official now. Only non- -poluting, non-ha

z- * Plastic bags - They're totally banned
around the hill, living in the plains, should be included

ardous, small-scale and service industrieswill be in the planning process, so that they do not impactI allowed to operate in Matheran, besides agricul-
*
Quarrying, mining upon the forest," saidMehta.

ture, florieulture, horticulture and agro-based indus- *
Discharge of nutreated effluents AfterDahanu andMahabaleshwar, Matheran is

tries. * New constructions the third region in the country to be declared eco-

The final notification declaringMatheraa and the &
sensitive. Significantly, Dahanu was declared eco-

area surrounding it- a total area of 215 sq kms- WHAT'S IN sensitive following intervention by the Supreme

eco-sensitivewas promulgated by the UnionMinistry * Non-hazardous, smail scale and service industries, Court. A high-level Dahanu Environmental Protec-

ofEnvironment and Forests on February 4. The noti- agriculture floriculture horticulture and agro based tion Authority (DEPA) headed by JusticeC S Dhar-

fication came just two daysbefore the endof the stipu- * A zonal master plan for restoration of denuded areas, madhikari was set up, as per the apex court's direc-

lated periodofone year from the draft notification. tions. But forMatheran, as forMahabaleshwar, the

The special notification promulgated under the
management of catchment areas, watershed and

implementation of the notificationwill be supervised
ground water management, soil and moisture conser-

Environment ProtectionAct, 1966,.will be applicable to vation. by a ten-membermonitoring commitice headed by

areas in the jurisdiction ofthe Matheran Municipal *
Repairs and restoration will be permitted in the juris-

an environmental expert and with the Raigad Col-
4 Council aswell as surrounding areas in Raigad district lector as convenor.

and 19 villages inUlhasnagar in Thane district
diction of the Matheran Municipal Council A senior official in Mantralaya says unless the

"We welcome the notification, but would have cluded in the protected area too," said SamirMehta monitoring committee is given quasijudicial powers, .

been more elated if the plains below had been in of the Matheran Bachao Samiti. Incidentally, the de- the exercisewill be somewhat futile.

*
1
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By Neil Pate
Times News Network

Chiplun (Ratnagiri): It's
World Water Day today. As in
the last three months, hun-
dreds of Olive Ridley turtles
Will swim to safety into the
Velas sea along a small town
called Chiplun in Ratnagiri
district, thanks to Sahayadri
NisargaMitra (SNM).
SNM, a group of villagers

and nature-lovers, engaged
inrescuing these endangered
species, has saved over 2,000
Olive Ridleys and released
them into the sea since De-
cember 2002.
The first informal "Marine

Turtle Conservation Project"
: in the state, which started
: the initiative in the wake of
the rising incidence of
poaching of Olive Ridleys,
their hatchlings and eggs in
the Konkan belt, is planning
to hold an informal aware-
ness workshop on Friday.

: "Poachers have been ruth-
lessly killing these turtles for

. Meat and: their eggs and

u\

the ald ofOlive Ridleys
d group comes to.

hatchlings are sold in the
market by fly-by-night ven-
dors," SNM founder Vishwas
Katdare told TNN.
Katdare, who has been in-

volved in various nature and
marine conservation proj-
ects for the past 10 years, said
that besides rescuing the
hatchlings, they had protect-
ed 5,000 eggs and 48 nests
along the Mandangad village
coastline.
Coastal villages in Ratna-

giri, with their picturesque
settings and virgin beaches,
have always been perfect get-
aways for tourists. However,
for the past two decades, the
serene coastal villages of
Konkan have also become a
safe haven and hideaway for
smugglers, poachers and
hunters.
"Last June, we informed

the local police and stopped
the smuggling of the Indian
Swiftlet's (collocalia unicol-
or) nests in south Konkan.
Now, we are working towards
the conservation of the ma-
rine turtle." Katdare said

After rescuing 2,000 tur-
tles, SNM activists have now
spread their project across 45
villages in Ratnagiri district.
"We have installed aware-
ness boards at vantage points
along the beaches. With the
help of the local forest de-
partment and the village pan-
chayat, we have erected met-
al mesh hatcheries, which
are well fenced to keep away
natural predators," said an
enthusiastic SNM member
Sachin Palkar.
The group has also been

submitting status survey re-
ports of the Whitebellied Sea
Eagle along the coast of Rat-
nagiri and Sindhudurg dis-
tricts to the Bombay Natural
History Societ inMumbai.
Last February, they found

35 turtle nests on the sandy
beaches of Mandangad.
"They usually lay eggs be-
tween October and March,"
Katdare said, adding that
they were now planning to
expand the project along the
entire Konkan coast



aharashtrat a

tourist potential
of Konkan, Vidarbha
United News of India
Mumbai, June 4.

THE Maharashtra Government on Fri-

compréhensive budgetary allocation to
tap the tourism potential of the Konkan
and Vidarbha regions.
Replying to the debate on the budget-

ary demands, the Tourism Minister, Mr
Jaidutt Kshirsagar, said a budgetary
proposal of Rs 34.50 crore has been
made to upgrade tourism facilities in
Konkan.
Similarly, an integrated tourism plan

worth Rs 170 crore has been chalked out
with the help of Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices for the Vidarbha region, which
would cover Ramtek, Nagjira, Tadoba.
Chikhaldara and Melghat.
Stating that the State would focus on

forest, eco and wildlife.tourism, he said
the Nagpur-Nagbhid train would start
this year. For the Deccan Odessey luxu-
ry train, the Government has hired 12

agents with $10,000 as deposit and the
train's occupancy has touched 14 per
cent, Mr Kshirsagar said.
The train's inaugural run got delayed

till January this year because of which
the bookings could not be completed by
April.
The Minister told the House that the

Palace onWheels luxury train in Rajas-
than in the first five years of its service
had an occupancy rate of not more than
10 per cent.
He said Taj caterers were being hired

for the maintenance and upkeep of the
interiors of the train.

day told the Assembly that ithas madea
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