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INSIST ON HOPE

For over balf a century we’ve believed that Big Dams would deliver the people of India from
bunger and poverty. The opposite has bappened. Big Dams bave pushed the country to the brink
of a political and ecological emergency. They have uprooted 40 million people, most of them
Tribal and Dalit, from their forests and rivers, from lands and homes where they and their
ancestors have lived for thousands of years. They have lost everything. Fverything. It is their
children that you see begging on the streets. It is they and their children who pay our food and

electricity bills.

Not a single Big Dam in India bas delivered what it promised. Not the power, not the irrigation,
not the flood-control, not the drought-proofing. Instead, Big Dams have converted buge tracts of
agricultural land into water-logged salt wastelands, submerged bundreds of thousands of bectares

of prime forest, and pushed the country deep into debt.

The era of Big Dams is over. All over the world they are being recognised as technological

disasters. As Big Mistakes. Yet in India, our Government refuses to review the situation.

In February 1999, after a four-year stay, the Supreme Court allowed the construction of the Sardar
Sarovar Dam to continue - even though every single one of its claimed benefits is scientifically
questionable. It’s true that Rs.7,500 crores has been spent on the project already. However, studies
say that to complete it as planned would cost the Indian Public an additional Rs.35,000 crores. If it
is completed, according to the Narmada Bachao Andolan, it will uproot almost half a million
peoplé. So far, only 25% of the submergence bas taken place. If we act now, we can still save
300,000 people from certain destitution. We can still save Rs.35,000 crores of Public money and
put it to better use. (It could probably finance far more effective local water harvesting schemes for
every single village in India).

This monsoon, when the reservoir of the Sardar Sarovar Dam fills, the land & homes of 12000
tribal people from 60 villages will be permanently affected. Despite everything the Project
Authorities say, the truth is that these people have nowbere to go.

Can we, as citizens, look away while people are being driven from their homes?

As the century comes to a close, it’s time to own up to our mistakes. Time to say ‘No’ to these
massive, obsolete, human-crunching, money-guzzling, technological disasters. Time to learn to step
lightly on the earth. Time to insist on Hope. For our own sake, for the sake of our children, for the
sake of the planet we live on, let’s begin by saying ‘No’ to the Sardar Sarovar Dam. ‘No’ to the

dams on the Narmada.

Arundbati Roy
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# As pointed out by Joost van der Ven this goose was

never abundant and disturbances on its breeding and

wintering areas do cause concern about its future welfare.
There is ample reason for all of us who love and admire

waterfowl to be vigilant and insist on proper conservation
measures for this handsome goose.'
Prakash Gole

Coordinator for Anser indicus
Goose Specialist Group, Wetlands International,
1 - B, Abhimanashree Society, Pashan Road,
Pune - 411008
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TR opers g Website, Laimches Em‘mm fgres o ¥ ﬁ:xr_d Fore ,-' Diay a
The Meighat Tiger Heseves which has about 28 vears’ history of Tiger Conzervation as the first
Tiger reserve in hisharashiva, has opened # website to introduce the eco-fourisis and natvralises the world-
over 1 its sristine glory of biodiversity and wildlife. The address of the website is www.melghattize
The site is hosted by Conservator & Field Director, helghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati Camp, Imsharafhn'a
India
~ The site has been pr sy Shri. B B. Magolkar, Honorary Wildlite warden Pune and
therefore no cost is incwred by 1trsl Government for lanching this site. The website has been
Imunched by Conservaior &; Fiéld sirector, MTE on the auspicious day of 21st Tdarch 2002, the World
Forestry ‘“-‘aj,- inthe presence of distingnished member of the Prezs, NGO, Sevdor Government oificials
and first barchof 25 sco-tourists visiting Kislghats on “World Wms‘ﬂ’f:’ Day’ : o =
The website on IMTR gives details of conservation history, atribuies and r-culx.,gy and
preponderance of Wildlife inenchanting nahvrsl-vatieys snd ballas of BJelghate. An ecological rmap chiows
rhe routes for tourisrs and gives detsils bout start and halting points for the visitors. A click on “Contact
s™button gives the detsils of addresses and telephones of Officers who can be contacted for facilitainga
vizit to Meighats :

The website also hias a ‘photogalieny’ and 8 staternent sbovt infrasimuchive facilities ke
accormegation, tounist cottages, Rest Howses sic. forthe benefit of tourists, Onithis oocasion, M l ATE in
collaboration with Territonial Conssrvator, NGOs and native lovers mr;. Hitiy bdohod, has launched eco-
Pﬂmcgd alen fortaki ing natwsa-loamers gnd eco-toay m\ch- trtalie thon on g trt 1m 0 T,{elzhar s xrcm -ﬁu“ tha
open-bus talled ‘Ha}ax" (Ihe fying squitrel is called Holar in I{nﬂm; Thexe hasbeena trememaus ;
response from tourists ax sbout 25 people have hooked their seats for going to Rdelghats by paying a fee crf
Rs. 125/-per head Members of the Press also sccompanied the tourists to Melghats. The tour was flagg
off b" Conservator of Farests and Field L*u-es:ux' Mielzhat Tiger resarve, Anwavati )omtiv n px SSENCE O
press-rnetnbers, a.a-tunnstd Eﬂu ngrge le.f";”!:‘l’ Df speciator who attended the
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CITY BEAT

State Minister’s
license-to-kill
worries wildlife

enthusiasts

B WIL DLIFE enthusiasts and
environmentalists have
slammed the Maharashtra For-
est Minister for permitting de-
struction of crop-rampaging
wild boars and nilgai (blue
bulls).

In a statement, Kishore
Rithe, wildlife advisory board
member from Amravati, said
that the decision to kill all men-
acing animals was decided at a
hastily convened meeting of the
Maharashtra State Wildlife Ad-
visory Board (WAB) last Thurs-
day.

Activists suggested that in-
stead of a blanket permission to
kill crop-damaging animals, the
Chief Wildlife Warden should
exercise his powers under the
Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972
to destroy specific animals only
after the threat is established.

NGO members informed the
WAB that the Bombay Natural
History Society had sought to
undertake a field project to
study the problem and suggest
ecologically suitable options to
reduce the intensity of the prob-
lem which cannot possibly be
eliminated totally.

It was also suggested that

P AQIRPSISAUOE DE PO
farmers on the lines of compen-
sation given for livestock killed
by carnivores, since the problem
ofcrop damage has indeed been
critical in certain arcas.But all
such suggestions were brushed
aside, Rithe said.

Facing stiff opposition from all
NGO members, State’s Chief
Wildlife Warden BMazumdar
ended the meeting abruptly,
claiming thata 1993 gazette notifi-
cation empowers the State gov-
emment to take unilateral action,
without consulting the Central
Government, Rithe said.

Shocked board members
brought to the notice of the Minis-
ter and the Chief Wildlife Warden
that the consequences of thisill-
advised stepwould be large scale
slaughter of the prey species,
whichwould only aggravate the
man-animal conflict.

Forest Secretary Nand Lal
later told the NGO members that
farmers would have to take per-
mission from the Division Forest
Officersbefore killing the animals.
However, the Board members
pointed out that the Forest De-
partmentwas unable to prevent
even routine poachingand had no
mechanism to check the abuse
thatwas inevitable, Rithe said.




Stir against bird sanctuary /= 2o/ 7

NASHIK: Vice president of Swantantrya Bharat Party Jaywamt
Bhimrao Bhosale threatened to undertake an indefinite fast to de-
mand the cancellation of the proposed bird sanctuary to be set up at
Nandurmadhm Eshwar in Niphad taluka of the district.

Bhosale told PTI that the proposed bird sanctuary, would render
landless 50,000 farmers, including adivasis and harijans, whose only
source of income was agriculture. The farmers from 10 villages, who
had been practising cooperative farming for the past several years,
would not be allowed to draw water from Nandurmadhmeshwar
canal following the setting up of the sanctuary. Use of tractors, diesel
pump sets would also be disallowed to cut down on noise pollution,
which could affect the birds, in case the sanctuary wasset up, he said.
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‘Networking of
sanctuaries needed’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, APRIL 19

THERE was an urgent need to
establish a networking system
among different national parks and
sanctuaries within the country for
conserving the gene pool for long
term sustenance, according to chief
conservator of forests, (wildlife) of
Maharashtra, M G Gogate.

Delivering his keynote address
| ata two-day national workshop on
. ‘Protection and management of na-
tional parks and sanctuaries’, which
concluded here, Gogate said the
networking should also aim at pro-
| vidinginformation regarding studies
in various aspects of biology, re-
search conducted in catchment ar-
eas and major river systems and na-
ture education.

Speaking about preservation of
ecological niches in the country,
Gogate said in the biogeographical
map, the marine wetlands and the
unique role played by scrub land in
biodiversity preservation had been
neglected.

According to R N Indurkar, re-
tired chief conservator of forests
(wildlife), lack of adequate staff and
funds in the wild wing of the forest
conservation department had beent
a major hindrance in running vari-
OUS programimes.

Adequate funds were essential,

to carry out relocation and resettle-
ment of villages, communication,

equipment and development of in-
frastructure for tourism, he
added.

Indurkar said the national con-
servation strategy had shown re-
markable results after the Earth
Summitin 1992 at Rio.

While the main stresswason the
creation of national parks and sanc-
tuaries, the Indian Board of Wildlife
had recommended that about five
per cent of the geographical areabe
set aside as protected areas out of
which four per cent should be from
forestarea.

He said the states, therefore, set
up many national parks and sanctu-
aries.

To achieve the above target, the
number of national parks and sanc-
tuaries had suddenly grown from 10
National parks and 127 sanctuaries,
covering 25000 sq km area in the
country in 1970 to 86 National
parks, 421 sanctuaries, covering
132134 sq km area at present, In-
durkar said.

Alok Jain, Joint Secretary of the
two year old regional centre of the
National Afforestation and Eco-de-
velopment Board' (NAEB), which
has been set up at the head office of
the Agricultural Finance Corpora-
tion Ltd here, said his centre facili-
tated afforestation and eco-develop-
ment programmes in the western
region covering Maharashtra, Goa,
Gujarat and union territories of
Daman, DiyandDadra.




The world’s third largest meteorite crater, Lonar, has been now declared a wildlife sanctuary

sions of mega-mammals for which most of

them have been set up, and to see which,
most visitors really visit them. The Wildlife (Pro-
tection) Act emphatically provides for setting up of
protected areas of ecological, floral and geomor-
phological significance. It was thus gratifying that
the Government of Maharashtra, contrary to the
current state policies of not declaring any more
PAs and going about denotifying existing ones, has
notified the intention to declare the Lonar Wildlife
Sanctuary in the Buldhana district of western Ma-
harashtra in June, 2000.

Lonar has no threatened animal or bird species.
The largest wild mammals ate langur and jackal.
Volcanic craters are uncommon and microcosms
of their own. But meteorite craters are much rarer
and smaller. Lonar is the third largest meteorite
crater in the world, the largest in the Indian sub-
continent and with its neighbouring smaller sister

S NATIONAL park or sancfuary conjures‘ Vi-

crater, the only one in granite hard basaltic rock.
Some 50,000 years ago a gigantic stony mete-

¢ orite estimated to be about 60m in diameter and

weighing 60 million tonnes, hit the earth in a cata-
clysmic impact. It is believed to lie buried below
Lonar: 600m deep, leaving a crater 1,800m in di-
ameter, 170m below the earth’s surface and an al-
most circular rim 20m above it. Its geological spe-
cialties include the presence of shock
metamorphosis and cones in the rock formation,
and the pressure of maskelynite and of apple-size
black glass sperules resulting from the melting of
rocks caused by the heat generated upon the
tremendous impact, and their subsequent cooling.

The crater was once believed to be volcanic. In
mythological and religious texts, however, Lonar
has been referred to as Taratirth, the shrine of the
shooting star. Its meteorite origin ltas now been
confirmed by studies of the Geological Survey of
India and of the US, and of the Smithsonian Insti-

tute of Washington. Boreholes were dug over
300m deep and microbreccia and other geology of
the bedrock studied. But they were not deep
enough to reach the actual meteorite, embedded

-much below. The major part of the crater bottom

is covered by a lake notable for its extreme salinity
and high alkalinity, which is why there is no habita-
tion in the crater, barring some temples. This, in
turn, explains why there is no motorable road
within the crater. The combined effect of both
these factors is that there is relatively little alter-
ation and adverse human impact. However, a little
away from the saline lake the groundwater is sweet;

the advantage of which is taken by farmers growing

vegetables, fruit and cotton in a little over 50 acres
of the valley floor. This activity poses the greatest
threat today to the crater soil, lake and groundwater
due to the deployment of chemical fertilizers, in-
secticides and pesticides. The other threat is the
use of detergents by bathers in the sacred Dhar

spring  cascading
into the crater be-
low the Gaumukh
temple.

The most
striking feature of
the saline lake is
its blue green al-

gae and bacteria, remark-
ably adapted to thrive in al-
kaline water with a PH
factor as high as 10.5. ‘ :

Forest still clothes the inner sides of the crater.
Predictably, the forest department has converted
parts of the original vegetation into teak planta-

tions and much worse, introduced the tenacious:

exotic Prosopis juliflora. With the establishment of a
sanctuary one hopes its tinkering and so-called de-
velopment will stop and past mistakes and adverse
impacts rectified.

On the rim of the crater and within it are an-
cient temples, some with exquisite carvings, that
testify to the antiquity of the religious reverence ac-
corded to Lonar. The finest is the Daitya Sudana
temple on the eastern rim and facing east.

Though the reigning deity is Vishnu, it was in
all probability once dedicated to Surya the Sun

Nature Calls

God, whose superb nnage

stands outside.. In the é&rater

there is another tempie of

Vishnu. All the temples have

been damaged, some are
derelict, all need conservation
as much as the crater and the
sanctuary.

. Last month [ was able to ful-
fill a long awaited desire to see *
Lonar. En route we visited
Sindkhed Raja, 60 kms from

‘Lonat and the birthplace of Rajmata Jijabai, the

revered mother of Chhatrapati Shivaji. The
samadhi of Jijabai’s father, in the custody of the'
ASI, is well maintained. The rest of the places and
monuments with the State Archaeological depart-
ment, are in shambles. So much for the heritage of
the greatest human icon of Maharashtra.

Tourism poses problems for many a park and
sanctuary. For Lonar it would be an asset, pro-
vided only select numbers are allowed to trek down
to the crater bottom and no roads and rest houses
built in it. It would be an added attraction to the
many attributes of Aurangabad if a day’s journeyis
provided from it, taking in Sindhkhed, Lonar and
the two jyotirlings of eastern Maharashtra. «
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14 Vidarbha tourist spots

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NAGPUR, JULY. 1

. AMASTER plan will be pre-
pared in the next three months to
develop basic facilities at 14 tourist
centres identified in Vidarbha for
which grants have been sanc-
tioned by the Central Govern-
ment.

This information was given by
Nagpur’s . Divisional  Commis-
sioner J S Sahariya at a meeting
here on Wednesday to discuss the
region’s tourism potential.

Present in the meeting were
MTDC Managing Director A
Ramkrishnan, Joint Managing

" Director M Ramaswamy, Collec-

tors of all six districts in Nagpur

Division, B G Korwate of the

Planning Department and Dr BC

‘Pal, Joint Director of Social
Forestry, besides other officials.

Sahariya said = district-wise

committees of experts under the

| Tespective collectors are preparing

proposals regarding tourist cen-
tres. Suggestions from officials of
the Forest Department, Public
Works Department, Maharashtra
Tourism Development Corpora-
tion and other concerned depart-

ments are being incorporated m .

the proposals.

Once the facilities are devel-
oped at these tourist centres, they
would be handed over to private
parties for operation and mainte-
nance. ~

MTDC MD Ramakrishnan
informed the meeting that ‘the
grants have been sanctioned as a
part of the Central Government’s
policy to promote tourism in dif-
ferent states. Priority has been
given to tourist centres in Vi-
darbha and schemes pertaining to
their development would be com-
pleted soon, he said.

He said that suitable land
should be made available to the
MTDC at the district level to raise
tourism development projects at

_identified for revamp

various centres.

MTDC Joint MD Ra-
maswamy accepted a suggestion
made by Sahariya to conduct a
workshop of officials and private
operators connected with tourism
to acquaint them with the centres
in Vidarbha. Sahariya had ob-
served that many spots in Vi-
darbha with excellent potential do
not attract tourists owing to a lack
of publicity in other parts of the
State and the country.

The identified centres in Vi-
darbha include Khindsi, Sillari
and Navegaon-Khairi (Nagpur
district), Tadoba, Mahakali tem-
ple and Warora amenities centres
(Chandrapur district), Nagzira,
Navegaon, Itiadoh and. Gomukh
(Bhandara district), Bor Dam and
Keljhar  (Wardha - district),
Markanda (Gadchiroli district).
Way-side amenities centres are
also to be set up at Kanpa and
Butibori (Nagpur district), and
Sakoli (Bhandara district).




Wlldllfe Week: No cause for cheer

MADHAV GOKHALE | v
0CT1

IE 44th Wildlife Week be-
ginning today should have
been reason enough for cele-

brations of sorts. But the wildlife
wing of the State forest department
’;Eas other plans in mind — a single
genda of settling matters with the
- revenue machinery to bring to an
. end the agony of at least three na-
tional parks and 30-odd wildlife
sancfuariesacross the State.
Wildlife officials, who constitute
what is often branded an infrastruc-
ture-starved machinery, now want
their revenue counterparts to com-

plete final inquiries about the pro- .

tected arcas.

Sources said that the two-year
time frame set by the Supreme
Court for revenue officials to settle
the final awards related to pro-
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. rashtra, the wildlife

tected areas across the country
ended last August.
Entrusted with the responsibil-

ity of conserving endangered flora

and fauna in diverse climatic condi-
tions from the high-rainfall hot
spots of Western Ghats to the semi-
parched plains of

were still to be notified under sec-
tion 35 (4) of the Wildlife (Protec-
tion) Act. _

The report underlines the need
to amend the original notifications
declaring the sanctuaries for many
other protected areas. “In some
caseswe are back to square

madhya = Maha-

wing = currently
manages five na-
tional parks and 33
wildlife sanctuaries
together covering
an area of
15323.875 sq km'in
the State.

Great Indian Bustard

one,” sources said, pointing
to pending revenue in-
quiries over the decades.

Notifications for a few
sanctuaries were, found to
have ignored private lands
andgaothan (village) areas.
This, remarked the status

If a recently prepared status re-
porton the sanctuaries and national
parks in the State is any indicator,
Maharashtra’s first tiger project at
Melghat and the national parks of
Pench, Navegaon (all in Vidarbha)

report, has defeated the

.idea of transforming the sanctuary

areasinto the wilderness areas. No-
tifications’ excluding the villages
have left no room for settling the
claims of the villagers who were
needed to be shifted from the core

areasofthesanctuary. =

The Great dndian Bustard
(GIB) and the prestigious Bhi-
mashankar sanctuaries in Solapur-
Ahmednagar and Pune district top
the list of sanctuaries which are now
“back to square one.”

Declared in 1979, the GIB sanc-
tuary has been an intriguing case.
Going by the notification, even So-
lapur city falls under the sanctuary
and is needed to be evacuated
along with a few other cities, towns
and villages spread over 8496 44 sq
kmto create the “wildernessarea.”

This had led to a furore in'the
region and Dehradun-based Indian
Wildlife Institute had recom-
mended heavy reduction in the
qanctuary area, resmng it to amere
400sq km.

Incidentally, the GIB sanctuary,
as it stands today, alone accounts
for over 55 per cent of the total

§ ;
{4

sanctuary and national park areas
of Maharashtra. Yet the GIB sanc-
tuary statistics are interesting. Over
88 per cent of the notified sanctuary
area are private lands and a major
portion of it hasbeen under cultiva-
tion. The wildlife wing currently
owns only 5.67 per cent of the total

-notified area. -

The sanctuary status report lists. |

" as a major hurdle the fact that in-

uiries into claims of private land |
owners has come to astandstill.
“GIB sanctuary today is like a |
honeycomb area for us,” sources |
said, adding that a two-prong reno-
tification would soon be issued for
the sanctuary. In wildlife official cir- |
cles, the feeling is that revenue au-
thorities should undertake status. |
survey of forest revenue lands. |
Unchecked encroachments is con-
strued another headache for the
foresters. /




‘Sanctuary status soon for some forests

|  MADHAV GOKHALE
PUNE, NOV 8 6 0\‘\\ \Oﬁ

THERE is good news at last for at least 11
protected jungles across Maharashtra. Lost for
long in the fierce woods of red-tapism, the
forests are all set to be accorded the status of
wildlife sanctuary/national park.

“The final notifications are ready. The recent
spell of political instability in the State had de-
layed the notifications,” well-placed forest de-
partment sources told The Indian Express on

Monday.

Two meetings in October of forest and rev-
enue officials — in Vidarbha and Mahabalesh-
war — pushed forward the proposals.

The meetings were held on the backdrop of
delays in settling the rights of occupants of the
protected area, thus multiplying the threats to
the State’sbio-diversity.

Going by the well-laid procedures in the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, not a single inch of the
35 protected jungles, spread over 15323.875

wildlife sanctuary or a nationial park. The trea-
sure troves of endemic and endangered plant
and animal species had remained enmeshed in
land-related ambiguities all these decades.

Ashish Kothari of Kalpavriksha, who has |
beenworking on people’srightsin protected ar-
eas, said the notification on uninthabited jungles,
where there are no land rights, could be issued
immediately. He stressed the need to propetly
document minor customary forest uses by people
like honey-gatherers.

square km, has ever had statutory status of a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

The mfrastructure-strapped
wildlife wing was contemplating to

/| zero in on a single agenda of set-

tling matters with the revenue ma-

chinery. Wildlife wing officials had

recommended amendment of pre-

liminary notifications for some of
' the protected forests. -

. nalnotifications could be issued im-
" mediately. They include Gugamal,

| forming part of the old Melghat

_ sanctuary; Nanala, Katepurna and
‘Wan (Akola district); Tipeshwar
(Yavatmal), Naigaon (Beed),

' Dnyanganga (Buldhana) Yaval_

At the Mahableshwar meetmgg '
. officials were informed that the fi- .

Sanctuary status soon

for some forests wie

(J algaon), Karna]a bird sanctuary
(Thane) and Rehkuri black buck
sanctuary (Ahmednagar) forest

. department sources said. There

were no land acquisitionarelat'od
hindrances in any protected area.
The meeting agreed to prepare

aset of guidelines on settlement of

rights, sourcessaid..

The authorities were asked to !
complete pending inquiries within
a fixed time frame, The two-year

-time’ frame ‘set by the Supreme

Court for the revenue machinery to

settle the final awards related to

protected areas across the countxy o
ended lastAugust e
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State to £

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, APRIL 23

LESSED with a vast coast-

line, virgin beaches, ancient

forts and hill stations, Ma-
harashtra would focus on develop-
ing beaches, wildlife sanctuaries,
resorts, water sports, caves, rope-
ways and arts and crafts of the vil-
lages to boost its tourism policy in
the next five years,

Regional director of Govern-
ment of India’s tourism depart-
ment, Ram Chopra, said here to-
day that the State receives around
75 lakh domestic tourists and

around ten lakh foreign tourists -

everyyear.
He said India’s tourism eam-
§0f Rs 12,000 crore, which is a
ire 0.5 per cent of the global
was expected to double in
t five years with efforts being
project India as a major
‘destination by depicting its
fure, heritage and bountiful
IEsOuIces.
th 720 km of coastline along
the Sahyadri ranges replete with
| forts and hill stations, Maharashtra
i Tourism Development Corpora-
tion (MTDC) has drawn up ambi-
tious plans to promote tourism,
which has been accorded an indus-
| trystatus. '

Sixty-four places on national
highways have been identified for
setting up wayside motels. Three
have already come up at Khapoli

\‘// 7/“1 \{(

on the Mumbai-Pune route, Bela-
pur near Shegaon on Mumbai-
Nagpur sector and at Sillod on Au-
rangabad- Jalgaon road, MTDC
senior manager Prithviraj Patil said.

Three oil companies have ap-
proached MTDC for a tie-up to set
up wayside amenities — combina-
tion of petrol pump and motels.
Modalities were being worked out,
he said.

While MTDC would procure
land from government, the oil com-
panies would invest in motels and
petrol pumps and the two would
share the profits.

Areas identified for wayside
amenities include Khapoli, Khan-
dala, Pandharpur, Islampur and
Wadgaon (Mumbai-Pune route),
Khed, Chiplun,  Rajapur,
Hathkhamba, Kankavli and Ven-
gurla (Mumbai-Goa road), Bhig-
wan, Bhimanagar, Shetfal and
Akalkot (Mumbai-Solapur),
Chandwad, Malegaon, Arvi and
Shirpur (Mumbai-Agra), Balapur,
Khamgaon and Bhandara (Dhule-
Nagpur).

MTDC also plans to set up wa-
ter sport facilities at 54 locations,
provide tourist attractions at 54
forts all over the State, introduce
hand gliding and rock climbing in
hilly areas, develop lakes at ten lo-
cations, create jungle safaris and
marine parks and harbour cruises
near Mumbai.

Thirty-two locations along the
Konkan coastline have been iden-

ocus on ‘wat

tified for beach resorts. Already
100 rooms have been put up by
MTDC at Murud-Janjira, Hari-
hareshwar, Ganpatiphule and
Malvan. The need is for 6000 to
7000 rooms in delux segment, said
Ashish Kumar Singh,

the top.

With  Mahableshwar ' and
Matheran hill stations reaching a
saturation point, MTDC also has
plans to develop Panhala, Amboli
and Jawahar hill stations by creat-
ing more tourist

MTDC joint manag-
ing director.

Hotels Taj, Oberoi
and Citade da Goa
have acquired land
from MTDC in Sind-

hudurg. Another land has been

procured on lease by the Taj group
near Harihareshwar, but work on
these projects is yet to begin, he

said.

' There are about 175 forts in the
State, directly or indirectly linked to
Maratha leader Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji. These ramparts are still visited
by scores of tourists who relive the
bygone days. Efforts are being
made to develop and conserve
these forts. For instance, at Raigad
fort, MTDChas setup aresort and
has provided a ropeway to reach

BOOSTING

amenities.
Amusement

parks have been
planned at Mum-
bai, Nagpur, Pune,
Sambhajinagar (Au-
rangabad) and Nashik. In view of
rapid growth of industries, health
farms are being set up in various
parts of the State to attract tourist

and business travellers with luxuri-
ous accommodation, tennis and
badminton courts, swimming
pools, sauna and jacuzzi facilities.

Already a few health farms and
naturopathy centres have been es-
tablished at Lonavla and other
places. The Vipassana (yogic medi-
tation) centre at Igatpuri is attract-
ing large crowds from all over the
world.

An airport proposal on build-
operate-transfer and build-oper-
ate-own basis is also on the cards in
Sindhudurg district which hasbeen
identified as a special tourism area

by the Union Government.

Special tourism areas identified
in State are lakes in Mawal, Mulshi,
Bhor, Velhe, Khed and Haveli
talukas in Pune district, Panhala
near Kolhapur, Chikaldara near
Amravati, Ramtek near Nagpur,
Soyegaon and Khultabad near Au-
rangabad and lastly the coastal ar-
eas at Dahanu, Palghar, Bassein,
Alibag, Murud, Shrivardhan, Ven-
gurla, Malvan, Deogad, Rajapur,
Ratnagiri, Guhagar, Dapoli and
Madangarh.

In the private sector, Suman
Motels has set up 33 resorts all over
the country. It enjoys the distinc-
tion of being the largest chain of re-
sorts in India and plans to cross the
100 mark by 2005, its managing di-
rector . Surendra  Khandhar
claimed.

Suman Motelsis also the first to
introduce microflight service in
Lucknow and plans to introduce
ropeway and an air strip at its resort
at Mangaon in Raigad. It also pro-
vides emergency services such as
ambulances and towing vehides at a
reasonable cost every 50 km on
highways.

Under the new tourism policy,
building and management of ho-
tels and holiday homes have been
left to the private sector which has

er sports, wildlife sanctuari

been offered tax concessio
State is expected to invest
ronment-friendly schemes like nt ‘
facilities and caravan camping be- |
sides providing mfrasnucturalsyp- |
port. e
The State Goyernment has-in-
troduced a package scheme of in- |
centives for certain areas including

Sindhudurg district. The tax bene-
fits extend up to 12 years and elec- |
tricity tarrif at industrial rates for |
ten years. Government lands are
being made available at 50percent |
concessional rates. ‘

An arts and handicrafts village |
is being developed at the film city in
Mumbai. Besides, a water sports
centre is being planned at Girgaum
Chowpatty in the metropolis.

Plans are also afoot to popu-
larise sanctuaries of Navegaon
park by operating jungle safaris.

The tourism industry in India |
provides direct employment  to
more than six million people and
indirect jobs to over eight million.
The employment in tourism sector
is expected to double from 13 mil-
lion to 25 million in the next two
years.

The concept of weekend-out-' |
ings is fast catching up in India
which has witnessed a spurtin re- |
sorts and clubs in the recent years. |
As the tourist traffic goes up, these
resorts endeavour to offer a wide
range of services and amusement |
games which provide utmost com- |
fort and recreation to the guests.




Wlld life sanctuaries losin
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By Ravindra Daftardar
The Times of India News Service
SANGLI: Actual land under eco-
logical protection in the state is pos-
sibly much less than the percentage
stipulated by the Central govern-
ment in its wildlife policy.

Tanajirao More, a retired forest
official and expert on wild-life sanc-
tuaries, maintains that statistics put
out by the state government in this
regard are misleading.

Presently, the state has five na-
tional parks, 24 sanctuaries and
three deer zones, totally covering
an area of 15,300 square km, which
is 4.97 per cent of the total geo-
graphical area of the state.

As per the wildlife policy of
the Central government, the
state should reserve at least four
per cent of its total geographical
area for parks, sanctuaries or pro-
tected areas, in order to preserve its
ecological balance and biological
diversity.

But according to Mr More,
this statistic is misleading because
often the geographical areas of
variols sanctuaries also include

" villages and agricultural land.
“The actual protected areas in the
state may be as low as three per

' cent,” he says.

; Accordmg to Mr More, when

‘Maharashtra was formed in 1960,
‘it had only two sanctuaries, the Ta-

A deer spotted at the Chandoli wild

life sanctuary in Kolhapur district.

and the Radhanagari sanctuary
in Kolhapur district. Gradually,
the mumber of national parks
and sanctuaries in the state in-
creased. “However, as compared
to the other states, Maharashtra
has lagged behind in preserving
its ecological balance,” says Mr
More.

In the recent past, considerable
public opinion has been gencrated
to emphasise the need for special
protected zones for the wild life.

Unfortunately, it is the urban resi-
dents who seem to be more in-
volved in these movements,
laments Mr More, adding that the
rural folk who come in direct con-
tact with the forest and its habi-
tants, remain in the dark about
these campaigns.

Traditionally, rural folk have
been totally dependent on forest
land - for their cattle grazing, as
well as for collection of forest prod-
ucts like food and firewood. Indif-

ference and occasional opposition
of these people to forest-conserva-
tion projects can be minimised only
if they are given other alternatives
to reduce their dependence on the
forest for livelihood.

Mr More cites the example of
Chandoli, which is the only area in
the district which boasts of thick
forest cover, with a large number of
tigers, bisons, stags and wild boar.

The state government has under-
taken a project to develop Chan-
doli as a sanctuary bordering Kol-
hapur, Satara and Ratnagiri dis-
tricts,

The state has undertaken a pro-
ject to develop this sanctuary. How-
ever, in recent times, the work on
this project has been stalled by
paucity of funds and clashes with
human population settled on its
borders.

It has faced the usual threat
of illegal tree-felling. Besides,
the presence of wild animals near
agricultural land has also posed
problems to local farmers. Wild ani-
mals straying out of protected
areas in search of food are increas-
ingly falling prey to the wrath of
alarmed villagers.

The Sagareshwar deer sanctuary
is the other major wild life project
in the region, which ran into prob-
lems at a very early stage.

To begin with the forest depart-
ment itself was opposed to declar-

¢ ground in state

ing Sagareshwar as a protecte(i
area, on the grounds that it was)
technically unsuitable for the pur-
pose.

The demand for declaring it as a
sanctuary gained momentum after,
the success of department’s foresta-|
tion, which left it with thick green
cover. i

After much deliberation, it was,
agreed upon that the area be de-‘
clared a deer park, considering it}
was known for a large deer popula-|
tion. The state fenced an area of
about 60 hectares and reserved it
for breeding different species ofl
deer. Antelope, sambar and other]
species of deer were released intol
the area. The project was successful
as deer population grew to a satis-|
factory numbers within three to~
four years.

The increase in the deer popula-l
tion led to the demand that
these wild animals be released into
their natural habitat and that the
whole Sagareshwar area be de-
clared as a sanctuary. The demand
was conceded by the government
andfence was taken-off. Gradually
the deer started frequenting agri-
cultural land and damaging stand-
ing crops.

The result today, is that an eco-
friendly project is often in the news
for frequent agitations by local

 farmers protesting : against nmsance

caused by wild animals.

doba national park at Chandrapur
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State may get tiwo

wildlife sanctuaries

PUNE: The forest department is
planning to declare the dense
forests of Rajmachi and Tamini-
Sudhgarh, bordering Pune and

» Raigad districts of Maharashtra, as
wildlife sanctuaries to prevent wild
animals from straying into cities
and to preserve the flora and fauna
of the areas.

Disclosing this to reporters on
Tuesday, the deputy conservator of
forest (DCF) wildlife, N.H. Sheikh
said the idea was to form a sanctu-
ary corridor, linking the western
ghats and connecting Bhi-
mashankar with Mayureshwar near
the picturesque hill station of Ma-
habaleshwar.

Rajmachi lies between Bhi-
mashankar and Mayureshwar
while Tamini-Sudhagarh is a bridge
between Mahabaleshwar and
Chandori, he added. :

The Rajmachi sanctuary would
cover an area of 122 square km,
which is the catchment area of
Andhora, Shirota and Walwan
lakes while the area of Tamini-Sud-
hagarh, covering an area of 228 sq

.- kms, is the catchment of Mulshi
lake. 1)




Rs. 37-crore plan
to check poachin
p} @Ihé
By Our Special Corr spondent

MUMBAI, AUG. 24. The Maharashtra
Government has started arming
its forest staff who are often at-
tacked by poachers and other of-
fenders in jungles.

The State Government has
launched a Rs. 37.27-crore plan
aiming at arming 720 officers with
pistols and equipping 514 squads,
each having four other ranks, with
one rifle each. The Chief Minister,
Mr. Vilasrao Deshmukh, who an-
nounced the plan today at a press
conference, agreed that the quan-
| tity and category of weapons
would not be sufficient in view o ¢

the attacks the forest staff face l
o <

C
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// Rs 3 crore for lion S&fﬂl‘l\ 1

The Times of India News Service (“\
SANGLI: The Union environment minister Maneka Gandhi has sanc-
tioned Rs 3 crore for establishing a lion safari at the Sagareshwar
wildlife sanctuary in the district.

This was announced by Ajit Advani, treasurer of the district BJP. unit,
who called on Ms Gandhi in New Delhi recently. Mr Advani said that
officials of the Union environment ministry are convinced that the 27 li-
ons from the city’s Pratapsinh Park need to be released in their natural
habitat. The zoo has witnessed the death of as many of its lions in

| two years owmg to poor Z00- keepmg }j)
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By Ramu Bhagwat

The Times of India News Service

NAGPUR:  Forest officers and guards in
Maharashtra will be provided firearms for better
protection of the green wealth even as the latest
satellite. imagery surveys indicate an increase of
2,991 sq. km'in the dense forest area of the state.

Orders have been placed with ordnance factory
for guns and pistols of various types, which will be
provided to guards and range officers.

The first consignment of the arms is expected by
the month-end, principal chief canservator of forests
Ravindra Sule told this paper on Wednesday. As per
a special arrangement worked out by the forest
department, the state police will impart arms train-
ing to the forest staff at the Nashik police academy
and the regional police training school in Nagpur.
“Since the police department is insisting on provid-
ing training to our staff only on the arms they will
subsequently handle, we are waiting for the arms
supply. We have shortlisted 140 guards 'and 40 range
officers for the first batch that will be sent for the

orest szaﬁ will be given

[irearms

training”, Mr Sule said. Initially the forest depart- i

ment will use the police armoury for depositing the

arms they receive. The forest départment will later |

set up its own armoury.

It was in 1981 that

mended issuing firearms to forest staff and setting

up of manned forest stations like police stations for ||

prompt action against poachers and forest smug-
glers: However, it was only récently after the state
high court, in response to a public interest litigation,
appointed a special team to suggest measures for
revamping the forest protection system, that the
firearms proposal got a green signal from a high-
power committee of the state government.

Meawhile, the good news for the greens is that the
satellite imagery surveys conducted by the Forest
Survey of India, Dehradun during 1997 and 1999
indicated that there was a substantial rise of 2,991 sq.
km. in the dense forest area of Maharashtra. Most of
the new dense forest area was converted from open
forests and scrubs proving the success of plantation
projects, Mr Sule said. /7

4

a committee headed by the |
then forest minister Nanabhau Embadwar recom- 1

|
|




By Gunvanthi Balaram
MUMBAL  The Union ministry  of
Environment and Forests (MOEF) has just
notified the ¢éntire Mahabaleshwar plateau as
an . eco-sensitive . zone.  With this,
Mahabaleshwar and Panchgani have become
the first hill-stations in the country to be pro-
tected in this fashion. ;

The MoEF notification, dated January 17,
2001, has been issued under the Environment
(Protection) Rules of 1986. It ‘outlines both the
boundaries of the eco-sensitive zone as well as
strict measures to regulate developmental and
industrial activities within the zone.

The MoEF heard Suggestions and reactions
from the public to this notification over the last
six months and has now put its final seal of
dpproval on the document.

This marks a big victory for environmental-
ists, espccially the Bombay Environmental
Action Group, which has long been battling to
save the plateau —the source of five rivers and
one of the last surviving hotspots of bio-diversi-
ty in the Western Ghats—from being crushed
by the juggernaut of reckless development.

“This is a trail-blazing notification.” said an
elated Shyam Chainani, BEAG activist. “We
hope the government will soon extend such pro-
tection to other Indian hill-stations, most of

like Matheran,
Khandala in

threat,

are under
Chikaldhara, Panhala and
Maharashtra, Pachmarhi in M.P., for which a
preliminary notification has already been

which

gazetted, and Munnar, Kodaikanal, . Ooty,
Darjeeling, Simla, Kurseong, Dalhousié,
Landsdowne and Kasauli. to name some more.”

According to the notification, “The eco-sensi-
tive zone shall include the entire area within the
boundaries of the Mahabaleshwar tehsil and the
villages of Bondarwadi, Bhuleghar, Danwali,
Taloshi and Umbri of Jaoli Tehsil of Satara district.
A master-plan will be drawn up for this zone.”

S . 5

This master plan, it adds, “shall clearly
demarcate all existing forests, green areas, hor-
ticultural areas as strawberry farms, rasberry
farms, orchards, tribal areas and other environ-
mentally-sensitive areas. No change of land-use
from green uses such as horticultural areas,
agriculture and parks shall be permitted in the
master plan”.

Pending the approval of the master plan by
the MoEF, the local authorities will not be
allowed to make any reduction in the
forest\green\agricultural zone or to increase the
existing permissible floor area ratio, the num.
ber of storeys and ground coverage. As such, no
structure will be allowed 'to exceed a height of
nine metres or hold more than ground plus one
storey. This is a slap in the face of those local
hoteliers and builders who have reportedly
been flouting the existing building byelaws to
gain more commercial space in the twin hill-
stations, as well as building illegal structures in
the green and agricultural zones,

The notification also makes clear that mining
and quarrying will henceforth be banned in the

-eco-sensitive zone and that the only industries

that can come up in this zone will be “non-pol-
luting, non-hazardous service industries and
floriculture, horticulture or agro-based indus-

o | |
tries”. /
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(ash-strapped state government

brings down

o)

e luged

axe on wildlife wing

Experts allege mismanagement of World Bank loans

By Sanjeev Unhale

The Times of india News Services
AURANGABAD: The wildlife
wing of the department of forests
and environment is tobe shut down
afier the World Bank loans that fi-
nanced it came to an end last
November. The state government
says it has no money to continue
the programme and 600 emplo-
yees of the wing will be transferred
to other sections of the same
department.

‘The chief conservator of forests
(development) B.K. Singh, issued a
government resolution (GR) to this
effect on February 17. According to
the GR, the employees in eight di-
visions of the wildlife wing will be
accommodated in vacant posts in
the forest department.

Environmentalists are.dismayed

at the decision, Kishore Rithe, a
member of the Maharashtra State
Wildlife Advisory Board, who
heads the Nature Conservation
Club here said that “wildlife man-
agement without an independent
wildlife wing is unscientific.” He is
worried about the management of
the five mational parks and 40 sanc-
tuaries in the state.

The forest reserves spredd across
14,487 sq.km. The five national
pm‘ks ‘at ‘Tadoba (Chandrapur),
Navegaon (Bhandara), Pench park
(Nagpur), Gugamal (Amravati),
Sanjay Gandhi Park (Baorivali),
were formed after late Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi introduced the
‘Save the tiger’ project in 1972.

The state government intro-

duced the wildlife wing in 1985.

In 1992, the World Bank offered

a grant of Rs 550 crore to support
the wing. Experts allege that a
substantial portion of this amount
was not used towards strengthening
the bio-aesthetics of the sanc-
tuaries,  but ' in . construction
activity, which did not directly
benefit wildlife promotion and
conservation.

Instead of creatin'e waterholes,
improving habitat, fodder develop-
ment and updating communication
systems in the sanctuaries, officials
constructed buildings and gesiden-
tial quarters, some of which remain
grossly underutilised.

Two boats worth Rs 10 lakh were
provided for the Jayakwadi bird
sanctuary near Paithan @ last

_year, but have not been used for

the last 11 months for want of a
trained boatman!

|

|
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sion taken by State Forest Minister

- of nilgai and wild boar - both pro-
| - tected under the Wildlife Protec-

i
(Stat"éfblﬁays killing
- of ‘protected’

| the last meeting it was suggested

nilgai, wild boar

A CONTROVERSIAL deci-

Sarupsinh Naik to allow the killing

tion Act, 1972, and suspected of
damaging crops - has forest officers
and conservationists up in arms,
The decision was announced at
the State Wildlife Advisory Board
meeting and came as a shock as in

that Bombay Natural Histroy Soci-
ety would be commissioned by the
State to arrive at an’ecologically
sound solution to the problem. De-
fending the decision, State Forest

were merely following the law, re-
ferring to Section 11 (b) of the

Secretary Nandlal said that they'

3
’!
|
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Wild boar

Wildlife Protection Act, which says
that the chiefwildlife warden, if sat-

isfied that any particular animal un-

‘ der Schedule II, I11 or IV has be.

come damaging to human life and
Property, may permit the animal to
bekilled.

Nandlal admitted that these
Powers were not being utlilised till
date because the problem of crop
damage was not “acute enough.”
He added that notices would be

| Sent to concerned forest officers

that they could issue such permits
with immediate effect, “The Gov-
emment was hesitant to take such a
step before but nowwe justhave no
option,” he stated and made light of
the decision, adding that the ani-
mals were under Schedule IIT and
therefore not rare or endangered.

A senior forest official pointed
out that Maharashtra was the first
state to take such a regressive step
andwas therefore settin gavery bad
precedent. “Section 11 is used by
forest officers only in the case of an
extreme eventuality asin the case of
man-eating carnivores, Issuing per-
mitstoki]lwildboarandnﬂgaiisun—
heard of,” he maintains,

The meeting was hastily con-
venedand a forest officer present at
the meeting said the Forest Minis-
ter explained to the members pre-
sent that he had called the meeting
since he promised his MLAs that
favourable orders would be issued
to allow the killing of animals that
were destroying farmers’ crops. Ac-
cording to Nandlal, theywere under
‘tremendous’ pressure from the
farmer lobby and their representa-
tive MILAs since the crop damage

was huge,

illings

Condemning the move, envi-
ronmentalist Bittu Sahgal said the
consequences of issuing such per-

mitswill result in a major depletion,
of prey species. “Slaughter of prey.

o

Species will aggravate the man-af

malconflict as carnivores like tigers,
deprived 'of

leopards and wolves
food will turn to domestic livestock
Or in extreme cases turn man-eaters
forsurvival,” points out Sahgal.

Agreeing that the problem
could not be ignored, Sahgal said
there were other and less extreme
solutions thatwere ignored.

Compensation for crop dam-
age, a solution practised by Tamil
Nadu which suffers from a similar
situation - was dismissed by the sec-
retary and the minister as the State
does not have the requisite funds, A
quick and sarcastic repartee offered
by amemberwas that it would take
just one Enron installment to pro-
vide for crop protection,

Admitted Nandlal, “We do not
have the funds to provide compen-
sation at this stage.” He suggested
that the move was not so ‘disastrous’
since permission to shoot would be
needed from the divisional forest
officers or the chiefwildlife warden,
Some forest officers and members
argued that poaching has been dif-
ficult to control because of lack of
staff and arms, and that they have
no mechanisms to check the abuse
that isbound to follow this decision.

Debi Goenka of the Bombay
Environmental Action Group said
it will be impossible to contro] the
number or identify the animals
killed. NGOs have not ruled out
the possibility of. challenging the de-

4

' cision in court. g
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State ab3ishes 378 posts i widife in

| PRERNA BINDRA Apart from this develbpment, ‘tary, Forest Department: “These State Chief Secrétary, Arun Bon-
‘ MUMBA|, MARCH 4 _ forest officers are also upinarms  posts were temporary; so they can girwar, that the wildlife wing would

, b iR because the GR Specifically states  be Surrendered.”. Adds Kishore renain in operation even thugh . '
| | THE State Government has  that the salaries of these 378 offi. Rithe, member, State Wildlife Ad- * the Maharashtra Forestry Project '
| abolished 378 posts in the wildlife , cerg and others will be paid only if visory Board: “Half the Posts(8,000  had ended. The meeting had been —,_ 1
J ~Wing under the State Depagimient no extension of these Posts is de- - ofthe total 19,0001in the Forest De. . attended by Principal Secretary,
| of Environment and Forests, kick- manded beyond February 28, Re- partment), including that of the Forests,KNandlal, Finance Secre-
| INgup astorm in the process. The - marks arange forest officer inNag- principal chief conservator of - tary Rayj -Buddhiraja and senjor
f POsts, which have been abolished  pur: “Itisx blackmailing tactic, We forests, are temporary. Officers in forest officials, ,
vide a Government Resolution  have been paid our salaries for Jan. the wildlife wing have been given Says Rithe: “This degision was
| (GR) dated February 27 (GR No uary and February. Now, I don’t Specialised training in wildlife man- taken in the interest of the State’s
| 2000/PN 841/F-11(K-2), had been know from where mynextmonth’s  agement, The project ended in wildlife and also to ayoid violating
| created under the Maharashtra salary will come. And [ have not April last year and the Posts were - the Government of India’s norms |
f Forestry Project funded by the been given diese] 1o run the jeeps  extended till October 30. After regarding management and execu-
;J World Bank in 1991 ¢ Strengthen  for patrolling... telephone bilis 0o that, there was a temporary exten- . tion of Protected Areas and cen. !
|
|

B |

wildlife conservation and manage-  have not been paid.” sion every month. Protection work trally-funded projects like Project ‘

‘ment in the State. However, with The GR has also deepened the is at a standstil| > He says the GR Tiger. Tt was also discussed at the |
1. the Rs431.51-crore Projectcoming - conflict between officers postedin = came as 3 Sutprise as it had been meeting that if we do not continue !
| 10 a close, the Posts now stand the field and “policy-makers”, Fx. decided at ameetingon November ot least some of these 378 posts in i
[ abolished, plains A N Tripathi, deputy secre- 29, convened in Nagpurby the then CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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f - } i ‘ ’ i [ i H H A
thStg?e abolishes 3 78 posts in wildlife wing |
| 1e wildlife wing, it could rause | ot forestS(28) i ri) officers iR as “routine » i ‘
f fundmg problems apary from invit- ?30)(3;”?;:\5&12 (%gglgoﬁgsﬂzgggs xﬂ;:d?u}r}g(}s P;gltlct)ll?jel‘;?edlzzgglflf ’

mnglegal hasgleg » The rest : 5 1 s

! . are technical posts Jike ress: “We do not ps abolj;

Jis Eore‘sl officers say their plea to surveyors, engineers, efc, {)he Posts (iho(zxg}? sg:;g iwo'l‘li b(())hz}s] ‘
confinuc the posts haye fallen on Rithe insists that the conge.- partof the Testructuring of theg For:

| deafears, Tripath dismisses the jm. ill be “dis: ZLit wi
Clismisses quences will be disastrous”, it will  est De artment. About it |
hr;;r:ﬁgc“ecoé tlhc “l;ﬂdhfe Wéng, Say- | have a direct bearing on three for- might k{)e reta:'ne.d H%lciéglocpl.ﬁ;;
[ @215 YR has been made an 4s. est circles—Nagpur Nashik and Co ator of Forests i
Sue because we are Iemoving the Borivali — gjnca thei b el o
, _ e I manage-  figed tocomment on the subject.“1 |
POSIS of the 50 peopg Which the ment is compj i e
St ] > completely under the will not speak on the issye.
i HZ gz::gic I?S:j g;f;)?llle tuis}?d _V\fyll'dgfe Wing. These forest circles should [ tgﬂ you if the posts ax;ltlg
" H ~ ° admits that the  inclyde 'Mportant nationaj parie be continued ” he sai ’
| GROﬁ]u havcscnousmlphca[mm. and sanctuaries like the TaI()ioba Remalrllisaosreﬁ?(t;rfgi;:t,gfﬁcer'
! ) yIfO per centf)f these posts Tiger Rc_'serve, Pench Nationa] “Officers in thewildljfewi;wwiﬂbé |
/, C0n§(?lfa?()l?s€g??0»:};lie g];s :jgsta{ye Pa(rjk, %anpy Gandhj National Park adjusted in territorial wm?gs But
; ests (3), epl and Tansa, Bhimsh‘ankar Rad-  there are no vacant r
conscrvators (5), divisional forast hanagti and pep, ang; L b f01_' e
e G ) o \ Servators and conservation js the
'f ofﬁ@m 4), ass:,ytant cunsenﬁtors. Strangely, Nandla] dismisses _Iowestpdorityin terﬁtoria]wings.”
| Vil
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Forest department loses yet
another wing as Wb stops ald

By Sanjeev Unhale
. The Times of India News Services
AURANGABAD: The state forest department has
decided to fold up its forest protection wings in four

forest circles of the state, in the wake of the w1thdrawal.

of financial support by the World Bank (WB).

This comes as yet another setback to environ-
ment protection in the state, following the depart-
ment’s decision to close down its wildlife wing, earlier

- this year: ;

Whl_le the state government on its part is trymg to
upgrade its forest services by reorganising departmen-
tal staff and providing them with weapons, its failure

became evident after the Central Bureau of Invemga—
tions conducted raids in Nagpur revealing a thriving
trade in tiger and panther skins. el i
The wild life and forest protection wings had been
initiated at the behest of WB, which had provided the
department with assistance worth Rs 550 crote since

1994-95. These steps had been taken in consultation
swith Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) which received .
an honorarium of Rs 88 lakh. The idea was to ensure
better forest management through the segregation of
forest development and protection operations. The. .
model was introduced on a pilot basis in Thane, le,
' Nagpur and Chandrapur North forest circle :
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Wildlife ce

By Nandkumar Dhavalikar
The Times of India News Service

SATARA: The population of sev-
eral endangered species, including
peacocks, tigers, bears and hyenas
in Satara district, has increased in
the last five years.

This has emerged in the latest

wildlife census conducted at the
seven forest divisions in the district
recently. The census has, however,
revealed a considerable drop in the
number of bisons, horned deer and
sloth bears.

There’s good news for peacock-
lovers though. According to the
census, the national bird’s number
has grown from 129 to 522

During the census, the forest offi-
cials found pug marks of tigers and
panthers at Malharpeth, Helwak
and Patan forests,

)

e '

“After the scientific examination
of these pug marks, it was been con-
cluded that the number of panthers
increased during the past five years
from 18 to 26, while the strength of
tigers increased from two to three,”
said Jeet Singh, Satara forest sub-
division officer,

The other wild animals whose
number has increased considerably
are panthers and bears, While the
number of panthers has increased
from 18 to 26, the number of bears
has increased from 23 to 35,

The bad news is that the number
of horned deer has come down
from 55 to just six. The census has
also indicated an alarming decrease
in the number of gavas (bison),
from 101 to mere 81.

Following were the respective

nsus brings good
news on endangered species

trict: horned deer - 23 ( previous
census 15); giant squirrel - three |
one). ‘
The census indicates a rise in the |
number of wild animals in Rad- |
hanagari, Chandolj and Sagaresh- |
war sanctuaries. The forest officials |
have attributed the decrease in |
the number of these animals in |
other unprotected jungles to large
scale poaching, ‘

The favourable or unfavourable |
changes in the natural habitat |
of these wild animals is another [
factor responsible for the increase ]
or decrease in the number of |
these animals. The specific factors {
responsible for these changes |
will be studied and steps will be
taken to maintain the eco]ogi-(
cal balance, the forest officials /‘
have said. i

numbers of other species in the dis-

|
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Matheran
eco-sensitive

WMUMBAL: In what willbe
only the second place to enjoy
such astatusin the country, the
hill-station of Matheran in
Raigad district has been de-
clared an cco-sensitive zone by
the Supreme Court. The order,
dated July 12, was delivered ona
petition filed by the Matheran
Bachao Samiti. The onlyother
area declared as eco-sensitive is
the Mahabale‘shwar—Panchgani
Region which was conferred

this status by the Union Ministry
of Environment and Forests on -
January 17,2001.

DETAILS ON PAGE 4

f EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAL JULY 18

- IN WHAT will be only the sec-

ond place to enjoy such a’status in

the country, the resort hill-stationof
Matheran in Raigad district of Ma.
harashtra hasbeen declared an €00~
sensitive: zone by the Supreme
Court. The apex court order, dated
July 12, was delivered on 4 petition
filed by the Matheran Bachao
i area’ de-
clared as eco-sensitive is the Maha-
baleshwar—Panchgani Region, also
in Raigad district, which was con-
ferred this status by the Union Min-
istry of Environment and Forests
(MOEF) on January 17,2001,

the directions of the court,

|| the MoEF will now have o publisha

{'}

4n eco-sensitive zone, The region

| | Will require a new master plan as

wellas a tourism master plan. Pend-
ing the approval of the new master

velopment parametres will remain

|l atcurrent levels and that there wil]

be no reduction in the forest and
agricultural zones. Rulesfor the pro-
tection and p

Matheran’s natural and man-made

heritage will also have to be framed,

. Aheritage list for the hill station

has already been prepared with the

help of the Matheran Bachao

Samiti, which was commissioned to
do so by INTACH. The report,
which ‘had been Sought by the
‘Mumbai Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority (MMRDA), has

since been forwarded to the Urban

Development Department of the

- State Government, ‘
While filing their petition in the
' Supreme Court in 1995, the peti-

tioners had urged that the Union of

dia be directed to take stepstoset

]
f

| notification declaring Matheran as

plan, the court has ordered thatde-

preservation  of

1) The State Gove

| ouslyimparing the ecology. - g i

2) Thé forest €cosystem supports three types of forests — ever green, semi-

: _ oist deciduous. Matheran is also ‘@ home to endangered | - _
species like the Malabar Giant Squirrel and Mouse Deer. b /

3) Matheran’s proximity to Mumbai

posal of garbage of commerg
forests. The plastic in the € ha
of the forest, Consequently, 20 natura

The report was submitted to the MM
critique of the existing Development (

. Observations made in the study by Matherean Bachao Samiti

tourism industry. As a result, on comparing the climate from 1920 to today; there |

has been a rise of 2 degrees Celsius in the average minimum temperature, The |

average rainfall has fallen by780mm. = -

4) Unchecked development has resulted inasu
of

5) The MMRDA had commissioned a-study of the heritage of the hill staﬁc;h;

ment Plan, and recommends that the entire area be treated as a Heritage |
Grade- area and the identified eco-sensitive area be protected and declared as
such underthe Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, o i oy

has

S0

regeneration
I springs have un dry. s

RDA in September 2000 and includes a
Master) Plan and the new draft Develop-

Up a committee under the Environ-
ment (Protection) Act, 1986, to pro-
tect the environment of the eco-
fragile hill station, g
Only recently, on May 2, 2001,
the Matheran authorities had taken
a decision to permit tractors and
other vehicles to ply inside the hill

- Station and to change the surface of

I

the road from the present earthen:
road, which would have an adverse
impact on the ecology and environ-
ment. After the petitioners' chal-
lenged the decisionin court on

10, the court directed the State Goy.
- emment to file an affidavit within six

weeks on the matter, In its order on
July 12, the court had stated: “We

- make it clear and direct that no ve-

hicle like tractor, tempo, car, lmck
or other mechanised vehicle, ex-
cepting an ambulance andafire-cn-

gme, will be permitted to ply in/

Matheran irrespective of the fact
thatany permit hias been granted or
' TRRE L et 0l T CRE Povelat

not. Pending further orders, there
shall be no movement of felled tim-
ber by natural causes or otherwise
{from Matheran nor there shall be
. anysale thereof.” ; i
Inanafﬁdaﬁtﬁledincbun,the
State Government has said that T %
‘has communicated to the Govern- .
*ment of India its prin¢ipal approval

- to'declare Matheran as an eco-sen- |,
sitive zone in a letter dated Novem-
ber 21, 2000. The court, however,
observed that the State Govern-

- ments affidavit was “unfortunately
very ﬁcandlacksaemaxy i
ticul:rsxf’) and directed that “further -
details and documents should be

- Placed on record along with an affi. i
davit to substantiate the averments.
made in this affidavit, Further affi-

- davitbe filed within four weeks from
today. The state is directed 1o file
along with the said affidavit the sur-
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‘Fresh move (o preserve
Mahableshwar’s ecology

By Nandkumar Dhavalikar
: Times News Network
SATARA:Three study committees and a tech-
nical panel will prepare TEpOTrts to preserve the
ecological balance of Mahableshwar and
Panchgani.

The committees were constituted at a joint
meeting of the regional planning board for
Mahableshwar-Panchgani and the Central
government’s high-powered control commit-
tee, held at Mahableshwar on Saturday.

The committees have been asked to submit
their reports on the implementation of a
revised regional plan while taking into consid-
eration limitations and constraints in the
development of the two hill stations after these
areas were declared as environmentally sensi-
tive in January 2002 by the Centre. The move
in this regard came following complaints that
large-scale tree felling and illegal constructions
had endangered the ecological balance of the
hill stations.

The state government has constituted the
regional planning board under the presi-
dentship of Pune divisional commissioner to
prepare a revised regional plan. The first meet-
ing of this board on Saturday, which was
presided over by divisional commissioner
Umeshchandra Sarangj, was attended by the
control committee president, K.G. Kanga, del-

€gates of environment organisations, elected
representatives and government officials,

Speaking at the meeting, Mahableshwar
municipal president D.M. Bawalekar and
Panchgani municipal president Laxmi
Karadkar complained that the local residents
are facing difficulties due to the stringent con-
ditions imposed after these areas were
declared sensitive zones.

The - representatives of environmental
organisations have also complained against
the apathy of the forest government officials
towards the frequent fires in the local forests.

Kanga told the meeting that the draft for the
planning of Mahableshwar and Panchgani.for
the next 20 years would be prepared on the
basis of union environment department’s rec-
ommendations.

Suggestions of various environmental and
other organisations would alsg be taken into
consideration before finalising the draft, he
added.

Among those who attended the meeting
were local MLLA Madan Pisal, district collector
Omprakash Gupta, Satara zilla parishad presi-
dent Narayanrao Pawar, and environmental-
ists Sujit Patwardhan and Ravindra Surve.

The next meeting of the planning board and
control committee  will be held at
Mahableshwar on March 6, :

Sl e
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State to open forests for eco -tourism
Times News Network
NAGPUR: Forests in Maharashtra would be opened up for eco-tourism
from next month, the state’s chief conservator of forests M.K. Sharma
announced here on Thursday, '

“Instructions have been issued to all divisions of the state forest depart-
ment to identify tourist spots within forest areas and to make available the
necessary staff for conducting tours. The scheme will be launched on the
occasion of World Forestry Day on March 21,” Sharma said.

To begin with, the Forest Development Corporation has been permit-
ted to take-over the forest guest houses at Kolsa and Sillari in the
Totlahdoh area near here for providing accommodation facilities to
tourists. A nodal cell would be formed in every division to promote eco-
tourism in a big way. :
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By Gunvanthi Balaram
Times News Network

MUMBAL The hill station of '

Matheran ‘and its surroundings
have been declared an eco-sensi-
tive zone (ESZ) by the Union gov-

‘ernment.

A notification to this effect was
issued on February 6 by the Union
ministry = of environment  and
forests (MoEF). It also upholds the
supreme court ban on all vehicles
inside Matheran except for an
ambulance and a fire engine, and
on new hotels in the hill station.

Matheran is the second hill tract
in Maharashtra to get such protec-
tion, after the Mahabaleshiwar-
Panchgani plateau which was noti-
fied an ESZ on January 17, 2001.
Local environmental groups and
¢cologists working in the Western
Ghats are mighty pleased at this
development:

“This notification has not come a
day too soon because hoteliers are
damaging the ecology and aesthetic
value of Matheran with their tree-
felling and haphazard new con-

9

atheran

7

Piloo Albless
the Matheran

structions,” says
Richardson of
Bachao ' Samiti. Adds former
bureaucrat ‘and Intach
(Maharashtra) convenor  Dev
Mehta: “It'S 2 pewm v
huge relief tha

the' Central gov

‘ernment s

heeded our col
lective plea t
protect Mumbai’s
very own hill sta-
tion with more
stringent laws and %1
to promote dam- |- &
age-control exer-
cises there.”

Announcing
that a new master
plan = for the
Matheran ESZ will be drawn up by
the state government within two
years, the notification stipulates
that there will no change in the
meantime in the existing land use
pattern and building bye-laws in
the hill station.

It adds that no additional hotels
and lodges will be allowed until its
tourism master plan is in place. This
will be based on carrying capacity
and lay emphasis on eco-tourism,

: eco-education
and eco-develop-
ment.

The new mas-

er plan.  will

demarcate and

| devise fresh

1 guidelines  for

gl paothans, forests,

M green areas, hor-

ticulture areas,

agricultural

areas, orchards,

natural and built

@ heritage sites and

other ecological-

: ly sensitive areas.

It will also specify the types of

industries to be prohibited and

those that can be permitted, pro-

vided certain specified criteria are
met. ; ¢

The Matheran ESZ notification
is an improvement on, the

v
| o

Mahabaleshwar-Panchgani one in
that it is more specific. It notes that
the new master plan shall specifi-
cally provide for the restoration of
denuded areas, management of
catchment areas, the fuelwood and
other needs of the local communi-

ty and indicate areas where indus: |

tries may be permitted.

“The instruction that the needs |

(0% Ay ‘_ , o 0 ' ‘:
declared eco-sensitive zone

{
|
|
{
|

\
|
\

of the local people must be |

addressed in the master plan will
ensure a better life for them,”
points out Samir Mehta of the
Bombay Environmental Action
Group (BEAG).

“There are misconceptions both ||
in the local community and in ||

government circles that notifying

Matheran as an ESZ will block |
development and harm the inter- |

ests of the locals. But that is

not true. It allows.for develop- ||

ment - what’s more, a development

that’s healthy and systematic,” ||
adds the BEAG activist. He and |

Richardson have worked hard on

having these issues included in

|

|

i

—

the notification.

[
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ON paper the idea sounds good. If
things work out the way Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (PCCF) M K
‘Sharma wants it, the cash-strapped State
Forest Department could reap a windfall.
But will it work out? '

Theidea is to encash the increasing in-
terest in eco-tourism by opening up the
state’s forests to tourists. Eco-tourism
.combines pleasure with nature education.
“Tourists would be introduced to nature

-through morning and evening walks to
‘waterholes with expert guides besides lec-
‘tures and film and slide shows on nature. The
-concept has been very successful in wildlife sanc-
‘tuaries including Dandeli, Nagarhole and
Mudumalai.

But does the Maharashtra forest depart-
ment have the infrastructure and the trained
personnel to mandge a ldrge influx of tourists

since Sharma’s deadline to kickstart the projectis

‘March 21, the World Forest Day.

“Eco-tourism is not something which oould
be initiated by switching on abutton like an elec-
t;ic bulb,” a senior forest official said on condi-
tions of anonymity. The problem is not just the
infrastructure. The major issue s the mindset of

Tapola tourist spot in Koyna sanctuary. Newsline photo

the department itself, a cross section of
forest officials this correspondent spoke
to feel. “Entering the hospitality business
with a five-odd weeks’ notice would be
rather difficult for those who alwayswere
entrusted with a job to protect the forests
with lathis in theirhands,” said a forester.

The PCCE in his order dated Febru-
ary 7 stated that a Committee on Eco-
tourism is expected to submit its report
within a month. But directives have al-
ready gone to the deputy conservators of
forest (DCFs) and wildlife divisions
across the State even before the official
committee has taken any step.

The haste on the part of the PCCF
could be because the Maharashtra Forest De-
velopment Corporation (MFDC), an au-
tonomous state body, is expected to commence a
similar project in two wildlife sanctuaries in Vi-
darbhaon March 21. :

The PCCF directive asks all the DCFs to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Eco tourlsm could end...

identify tourist spots within forest
areas and enroute, in non-forest
areas, and map them. And on
‘March 21, thé DCFs have been .
“told to announce the launch of
the project.
The task could turn out to be
extremely difficult since except:

“for the few national parks and

sanctuaries, not many of the

_ranges in .the state can offer

‘tourists food or residential facili-
ties. “There are rest-houses. But

~they are inadequate since they
~ were never planned to cater to

tourists.. Creation of campsites
 buiild up all these since does not

too was hardly thought of,” offi-
cials say. Additional people visit-
ing and staying inside or on the
periphery of a wildlife sanctuary

. méans more exploitation of avail-

able natural resources there.

The forest dept also needs to
put in- place infrastructure like
guides: The DCFs have been told

to 1dentxfy atleast five resource ,

~persons in every division who are

“satisfactorily competent and fa-

~miliat w1th the routes and l@ca—

 tions” who could be hired by
tourists as ghides. ;

Forest department ofﬁcnals
are skeptical if the project can be-
gin such a short time. “The basic
component like making field
guides out of our own staff will
take some time considering the
existing work loads. Currently one

-forest guard looks after thrice a

territory. which he is otherwise -
supposed to take care of,” a se-
nior official said. “It’s not just
overburdened staff, it'sa question
of equipment aswell.” S
- The department needs to

even have any material which .
could be used to educate tourists.
“There is not a single film avail-
able on Maharashtra’s biodiver-
sity,” said an official. “What's the
point in showing people wsmng ;
our sanctuaries forei gn films or -

films on other sanctuaries.” Even.

the forest information and inter-
pretation centres need to be
spruced up with invalvement of |

: local popu] ation and the greens




Stalé goes on eco _{ourism trip

/ 1/ By Neil Pate

Times News Network
1 KOLHAPUR: The state seems set
to take a big plunge into eco-
tourism. After launching one-day
safaris in the forests of Pune and
Solapur districts, the Forest
Development Corporation of
Mabarashtra Ltd. (FDCM) has
now brought eco-tourism to the
jungles of Kolhapur.

The department on Wednesday
introduced the concept of eco-
tourism at five picturesque spots
in the district —Panhala fort,
Palsambe temple at Gaganbawda,
Ramteerth forest area at Ajra,
Donavde waterfalls and
Kaladanka trek at Gargoti,
besides Radhanagari forest area.

The district has nearly 50 first-
rate eco-tourist spots, but keeping
in mind the density of forests,
approach routes, natural beauty,
waterfalls and historic importance,
the aforesaid ones were selected,
said deputy conservator of forest
(Kolhapur) G. Sai Prakash.

Apart from generating revenue,
the eco-tourism circuit tours, which
range between two and seven days,
aim at creating awareness among
people about wildlife, Sai Prakash
said. During the tour, the partici-
pants are taught how to erect tents
and set up makeshift kiosks,
among other things, he added.

St
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ECO:E%(HIBIT: A bison at the Radhanagari wildlife sanctuary in

Kolhapur district.

o

The forest department has delin-
eated work to its various divisions
to ensure that the tours -run
smoothly.

Sai Prakash said that at least
five persons from every division of
the forest department, who
include guards and range officers,
have been vested with the respon-
sibility of guiding the tourists and
catering to their demands, if any.
Besides this, every division is
expected to have a ‘nodal cell for
eco-tourism’, spearheaded by a
responsible officer, he said.

At the forest-circle level, the

conservator of forest is supposed
to oversee, plan, implement and
monitor eco-tourism projects, Sai
Prakash averred.

Meanwhile, all deputy conserva-
tors of forest have been asked to
submit their action-taken reports
on eco-tourism to the respective
conservators of forest. Who have
been, in turn, asked to make a com-
prehensive report and submit it to
the chairman of the eco-tourism
committee  draft - policy and
Mabharashtra state principal chief
conservator of forest MK, Sharma
within the next three weeks.




othapur forest
Jivision to get
2.16 ,
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Times News Network |
KOLHAPUR: The Kolhapur for-
est division has been sanctioned Rs
2 16 crore for a period of five years
for afforestation and eco-develop-
ment of forest villages.

The funds are granted by the
Central government under its inte-
grated village afforestation and
eco-development project scheme.

“We have been allocated Rs 79
lakh for 2001-02, out of which the
first instalment of Rs 40 lakh will
be oiven next month,” deputy con-
servator of forest (Kolhapur) G.
Sai Prakash said.

He said the funds are released
directly by the central government
to the Forest Development Agency
(FDA). Out of the 510 forest vil-
Jages on record in Kolhapur, the
division plans to develop 36 forest
villages in this year’s pilot project.

Twenty-five per cent of the allot-
ted amount can be used for devel-
opment of forest villages through
water harvesting structures like
check dams for irrigation and
drinking water purposes, digging of
wells, creation of roads, construc-
tion of sheds for schools, installa-
tion of energy saving and energy
alternative devices, and rural elec-
trification through solar power.

Sai Prakash said each FDA
would be headed by the respective
territorial/wildlife conservator of
forests. Other members include
representatives of the village forest
committees.
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'Hill stations may find it

easier

b
By Vaishnavi C. Sekl(ar i
Times News Network
MUMBAL: Hill stations in the
country may soon find it easier to
get legal protection against
reckless development and
deforestation. The Union
ministry of environment and

forests has appointed an expert

committee to frame guidelines to
determine what makes a hill
station environmentally sensitive
and important enough to merit
preservation.

This follows Matheran
being declared an ecologically
sensitive  zone  in February
and Mahableshwar—l’anchgani
getting the same status last year.

But environmentalists say the
March 21 order which directs a
committee of scientists,
government officials and environ-
mental group representatives to
look at environmental sensitivity
and not just ecological sensitivity,
will enable more hill stations fo
qualify for legal protection. This is
because the parameters for envi-
ronmental sensitivity are much
broader.

“Environmental

sensitivity

includes heritage buildings even
while ecological refers to more
rigid natural criteria.” says Shyam
Chainani, of the Bombay
Environmental Action Group,
which has been lobbying for sever-
al years to have hill stations pro-
tected.

The new category would permit
areas that wouldn’t strictly be clas-
sified as ecologically fragile to also
get protection.

The parameters established
for ecological sensitivity are
fairly scientific and include the
number and rarity of species found
in the area, specialised ecosystems
and geographical features like
uninhabited islands and steep
slopes.

The factors that determine envi-
ronmentally sensitivity are more

general, such as the extent of forest

cover, proposed sanctuary ‘areas,
drinking water sources and out-
standing natural beauty.
Environmentalists say that
applying for eco-sensitive. status
is difficult and complicated,
requiring massive amounts of
information on the number of
species in the area to be compiled,

to get protection

for example, :

Even though such hill stations as
Kodaikanal, Munnar and
Darjeeling are eligible for this sta-
tus, they haven’t asked for it, This is
because the onus of applying for
such protection isn’t on the Union
ministry of environment but on the
state or local environmental and
citizens groups.

This ministry’s move is “a second
step forward,” said a delighted
Chainani. “The first step was get-
ting the parameters for ecological
sensitive zones and this is the next
step.”

It took several years for the
Union government to get the
legislation  for ecologically
sensitive zones in place; it was
passed after much lobbying from
environmental groups for the hill
stations of Pachmari in Madhya
Pradesh and Mahableshwar. The
new scheme has taken consider-
ably less time.

Once an area is notified eco or
environmentally sensitive, a num-
ber of protective rules come into
place and a monitoring committee
1S set up to ensure they are fol-
lowed.
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10-yr plans for three
sanctuaries okayed

VISHWAS KOTHARI \?/ \ \@ . he pointedout. Similarly, infrastruc-

KOLHAPUR, APRIL 3 M

THE department of forests has
approved a 10-year management
plan for three of the four sanctuar-

<ies in Kolhapur wildlife division,
aimed at providing fresh impetus to
ongoing work onwildlife protection,
eco-restoration and development
projects with specific emphasis on
tourism.

Deputy Conservator of Forest
(Wildlife) Ashok R Salunkhe said
the long-term plaris for Radhana-
gari wildlife sanctuary in Kolhapur
district, Sagareshwar in Sangli and
Chandoli, which covers parts of Kol-
hapur, Sangli, Satara and Ratnagiri
districts, were cleared recently by

the Chief Conservator of Forests

(CCF)while the process of approval
for Koyna sanctuarywason.

‘The department expects a sub=

stantial financial assistance from the
Centre under these management
plans wherein the thrust would be
on categorising wildlife sanctuaries
into four programme-specific zones
and implement work accordingly,
| hesaid.

| . “Forinstance, core or no-activity
zone which will remain a protected
area forwildlife, and eco-restoration
zone where the emphasis will be on
revitalising depleted forests through
village eco-development schemes,”

tural development like roads and
tourist spots can be undertaken in
tourism as well as development
zones, he added: Salunkhe said the
wildlife officials were also looking
ahead to the Forest Development
Agency (FDA) programmes, under
the Integrated Afforestation and
Eco-development Scheme funded
by the Centre, at 31 villages in the
four wildlife sanctuaries. “We are in
the process of gefting our plans ap-
proved by Ministry of Forests,” he
said while conceding that work on-
FDA hadbeen delayed owing toun-
foreseen reasons.

- Authorities from Kolhapur ter-
ritorial forest division have already
got a Rs 2.16 crore FDA plan ap-
proved by the Centre, whichis to be

, implemented over a term of five

yearsin 36 villages having forest ar-
eas. In this context, the wildlife divi-
sion has been found lagging al-
though Salunkhe would insist that
work under FDA would commence
soon in the wildlife sanctuaries.
Together, the four wildlife sanc-
tuaries - constituting main forests in
the Western Ghats - cover an area of

Lover 1,104 sq km spread across Kol-

hapur, Sangli, Satara and parts of
Ratnagiri districts, with Koyna
(433.55 sq km) accounting for the
biggest area and Sagareshwar (10.87
sqkm) being the smallest sanctuary,
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. “Population of wild °

animals In western

ghats on t
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KOLHAPUR: There’s a good
news for wild-life lovers. A recent
census conducted by a committee
of conservators and deputy conser-
vators of forests shows a major rise
in the number of wild animals in all
the four wild-life sanctuaries in the
western ghats.

Deputy conservator of forests
(wild-life), Ashok Salunkhe, who

CAT WALK: A leopard strolls
- |sanctuary in Kolhapur district.

he rise
Vv ,

He said the Radhanagari wildlife
sanctuary in Kolhapur district has
been identified as the second most
important bio-diversity area in the
state. The sanctuary is famous for
bisons and many other wild animals.

Chandoli, Koyna, Radhanagari
and Sagareshwar are the four main
forests areas in the western ghats,
Panthers, tigers, barking-deer and
sloth bears are in abundance here.

The Koyna forest area also finds
Anil Velhal

gfacefully in the Radhanagari wildlife

looks after Kolhapur, Sangli and
Satara wild-life areas, said the forest
department’s efforts to protect wild-
life sanctuaries in the state from
harmful human activities, like illegal
cultivation of land and grazing cat-
tle in protected areas and felling
_ trees for fuel, seem to have paid off.

Ten years ago, wild-life experts
had expressed fears that the tiger
population in the western ghats
would decline = considerably if
efforts were not taken to conserve
the sanctuaries:

However, the tiger and bison pop-
ulation in the ghats has increased
since then, Salunkhe claimed.

Area in kms

place in the list of the 13 medicinal
plants conservation areas ear-
marked by the state government.
The Idarganj plateau in Radha-
nagari wildlife sanctuary is popular-
ly known as the ‘Valley of Flowers’
as. it harbours over 1,500 flowering
plant species and a number of ferns.
A rteport prepared by Dr
Madhukar - Bachulkar-Cholekar,
head of the Botany department at
Vivekanad college, Kolhapur, in
1998 states that many endemic
endangered plant species and
herbaceous ephemeral vegetation of
botanical importance are found in
the Radhanagari wildlife sanctuary.

Tigers

Panthers

Bisons

Barking deer

‘Mouse deer

Sloth bears

Sambars

Spoited deer




v

(€

%MOV

Forest crimes need
fspeCIaI courts: dept

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLHAPUR, APRIL 19

THE forest department has
submitted a proposal with the State
Government, seeking establish-
ment of independent courts at
Nagpurand Thane for conducting a
more efficient and speedy trial of
forest offences.

Talking to reporters here on
Thursday evening, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests MK
Sharma conceded that the rate of
conviction for offences like poach-
ing and illegal tree-felling was quite
low. The forest officials often face
difficulties in establishing such of-
fence, he said.

“Unlike common criminal of-
fences where the police are alerted
eitherby the victim or witnesses, the
foreststaff has to first search forand
identify an offence and take action
as per circumstances,” he observed.

Proving their case beyond

doubt becomes a difficult preposi-
tion, resulting in the low rate of
conviction, Sharma said.
Establishment of independent
courts for forest offences would goa
long way in solving some of the |
problems faced by the department, |
he added. Sharma said, the task of
protecting core forest areas which |
account for 16 lakh hectares of the |
State’s total forest area of 64 lakh |
hectare, has been entrusted with }
the special squads which are given |
necessary equipment and arms for
checking poachingand tree-felling, |
Protection of wildlife, increas-
- ing number of animals, ensuring ef-
fective check on human activity in- |
cluding poaching, and
conservation of medicindlplants
form part of the work carried out
by the special squads, he said.

For the restof the forest areas,
mostly territorial, an apt forest devel-
opment machinery was being cre-
atcd at dmmcl -level, Sharma said.
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ovt to set up forest courts.

/| PRAFULLA MARPAKWAR Y,
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. ALARMED by the exponential
| growthinlitigation under the Indian Forest
| Act, Forest Conservation Act as well as
| the Wildlife Protection Act, the Congress-
1. led Democratic Front (DF ) government
.| will soon set up Special Forest Courts to
dispose of pending cases ina time-bound
period.

“We have proposed setting up Special
Forest Courts at Thane and Nagpur todi-
pose of pending casesina time-bound pe-
riod. If the cases are disposed of quickly,

then we will be able to curb the violation |

ofthe Indian Forest Act and Wildlife Pro-
tection Act in'a more effective manner,”
K Subramanian, Chief Conservator of
Forests (Protection) told The Indian Ex-
press. . . ;
According to Subramanian, at themo-
ment a record number of 7,000 cises were

. pending before the courts and more than |

two lakh cases were pending before the
forest officials empowered with quasi-ju- |
dicial powers. If the proposal comes |
throtigh, Maharashtrawill be the first sfate
in the country to take a lead in settingup |
such courtsfor the protection of forests
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Mumbai: The government is
finalising an eco-tourism pol-

icy for the state.

Disclosing this at a work-
shop on implementation of
national wildlife action plan
here on Saturday, secretary,
ministry of environment and
forests, Navin Kumar said it
was heartening that the
green cover of the state had
increased during the last five
years and wildlife sanctuar-
ies could be now used as na-

j

ture education centres.
There are 35 sanctuaries,
five national parks and 60 for-
est parks in the state and
about 80-90 1akh people visit
them every year, Kumar said,
adding that mnegotiations
were on with tour operators.
He said there has been a re-
structuring of the forest
cadre to handle two independ-
ent wings, one for sanctuaries
and another for general pur-
pose. “Despite the ban on fill-

lo/

licy in offing

ing of posts, we could recruit
additional 1,000 staff to man-
age forests,” Kumar added.

For effective management
of sanctuaries and parks, the
ministry has formed a joint
forest management commit-
tee (JEMC) with residents of
villages on the fringes of
forests, he said. The villagers
can undertake plantation on
forest peripheries and earn
up to 50 per cent of the in-
come, he added. pn
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asﬁc clearance

By Gunvanthi Balaram
Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: At long last,
there’s a plastic clearance
drive in Matheran.

Over the last few weeks,
the municipal council of the
hill station has, at the behest
of the Matheran Bachao
Samiti (MBS), cleared the
forest trails and points of all
plastic and other solid waste.
This garbage has been
packed and stored at a spe-
cial site and will soon be cart-
ed away by a private agency
to recycling units down
in the plains.

According to the chief offi-
cer of the municipality; Sam-
patrao Shinde, the plastic
bottles collected have even
begun to be compressed to
one-tenth of their size with a
machine. The waste paper is
also being packed and stored,
while the wet garbage is in
the process of being turned
into compost.

“We will be clearing
garbage on a daily basis from
now on, not only from the
forests but also from the local
hotels and lodges, who have
agreed to pay Rs 30 per room
per month for the service.
We've just added 60 contract

drive in Matheran

workers to our permanent
conservancy staff of 25 for
this purpose,” he said

“A private company has
agreed to cart away the plas-
tic waste once our staff have
crushed and packed it, and
that’s a big relief because we
don’t have the manpower or
the money for transporting it
all to recycling units down-
hill,” adds Shinde.

“We've also requested
the company to provide us
with a few more crushing
machines — not like the
manual one they’ve given us,
but like the machines used
to electrically crush sugar-
cane at roadside stalls in
Mumbai. Those will be more
efficient than the manual
machines”.

The municipal conservan-
cy staff have been taught
how to crush the bottles by
experts from the Indian
Council of Plastics in the En-
vironment (ICPE), an organi-
sation floated by the plastic
industry to deal with the
problem of plastics in the en-
vironment. “We were intro-
duced to the ICPE by MBS ac-
tivist Samir Mehta, who’s
taking interest in this proj-
ect,” says Shinde.
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umbos stray in Konkan

I First time elephants 51ghted in the State: forester

MADHAV GOKHALE
PUNE, OCTOBER 31
taluka of Sin-

D dudurg district

in south Konkan is cur-
rently gripped by an ¢le-
phantine problem. Over
a dozen wild elephants
straying in the vicinity of
Dodamarg from neigh-
bouring Karnataka have
- held entire region at ransom.
. Theelephants, divided in two herds, are now
_ in the vicinity of Tillari irrigation project. The
herds are from Kankumbi forests in Belgaum-
Khanapur region:
“This is the first time that elephants are
sighted in Maharashtra,” State Principal Chief
. Conservator of Forest (Wildlife) Madhav
. Gogate told The Indian Fxpress. While he has
been secking help from the Dehradoon-based
Wildlife Institute of India, the State wildlife wing
has been contemplating an operation to drive

ODAMARG

out the elephants with the help of forestersin -
' development.

Karnataka and Goa, Gogate said.

Unconfirmed reports
said that two persons
were injured in a stam-
pade in a village when
they tried to drive them |
away by bursting crack-
ersand beating drums.

: Sindhudurg District

i Collector Vasant Kho-

bragade ruled out com-

pesations for the paddy

fields, banana, coconut

» and beatle nut orchards

in the v1c1mty of Tlllan project. Gogate on the

other hand would like to keep his fingures

crossed on the compensation issue for the time

being. The elephatns are estimated to have

damaged paddy and other crops worth about a
lakh rupees.

Earlier, speaking at a workshop here re-
cently, environmentalist Prakash Gole referring
to straying elephants had maintained that such
conflicts were a pointer to nature resistingman’s
unscrupulous exploitative attitude and main-
tained that it could be an opportunity to give
other consideration to the so-called models of

eyl |
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plan on forest land

M Forest villages to be revenue land

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER 27

THE Centre has approved
proposals for diversion of
i 6145.01 hectares of forest land
| inMaharashtra for conversion
of forest villages into revenue
villages.

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests also ap-
proved regularisation of some
agrisilvi plots and rehabilita-
tion of people settled in a
wildlife sanctuary, an official
release said here today.

The approvals accorded in-
clude dereservation of 4073.95
hectares of forest land for con-
version of 73 forest villages to
| revenue villages in Nandurbar
district, diversion of 1658
hectares of forest land for reg-
ularisation of agrisilvi plots in
the same district besides diver-
sion of 413.06 hectares of for-
est land for rehabilitation of
f persons from villages in Koyna

wildlife sanctuary, the release |
said.

However, Union Minister |
for Environment and Forests |
'TR. Baalu urged Chief Minis-
ter Vilasrao Deshmukh to en- |
sure compliance of conditions |
imposed in this regard, it said |
adding it has been stipulated |
that ‘pattas’ will be given only
on inalienable and inheritable
right basis and the correspond-
ing changes in revenue records |
be made only after the final |‘
judgement of the supreme |
court in respect of dereserva- I
tion of forest lands. |

As much as 4.32 million |
hectares of forest land was di- |
verted for non-forestry pur- |
poses between 1950 and 1980 |
at the rate of about 1,50 lakh |
hectares per year which has
been brought down to about |
25,000 hectares per year since |
the Enactment of Forest (Con-
servation) Act, 1980, the re-
lease added.

S S e

Crarhies

Centre okays State



'Mafheran also gets

‘eco-sensitive’ tag

_Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Matheran and
its surrounding areas in
Maharashtra have been de-
clared an eco-sensitive
Zone, putting a cap on in-
dustrial and other develop-
ment in the region. The de-
cision of the Union envi-
ronment ministry applies
to the Matheran municipal
council area and adjoining
region covering 214.73
square km.

The notification covers
70 villages in Raigarh dis-
trict’s Karjat taluka and 19
villages in Thane district’s
Ulhasnagar taluka. The
other two zones that have
been declared eco-sensitive
so far in the state are Da-
hanu taluka and the Maha-
baleshwar-Panchgani area.

This means that only
non-polluting, non-haz-
ardous, smallscale and
service industries, agricul-
ture, floriculture; horticul-
ture and agro-based indus-
tries will now be permitted
in the area. Quarrying and

mittee,

mining will be banned; plas-
tic bags may not be used.

Over the next two years,
the state government is to
prepare a niaster plan to
restore denuded areas,
manage catchment areas,
watersheds, ground water,
soil and moisture.

Till then, says the min-
istry, buildings within the
Matheran municipal limits
will see no increase in floor-
area ratio, permissible
height, number of storeys
or ground coverage.

Repair and restoration
will be allowed, but no new
construction may come up.
In adjoining areas, there
should be no reduction in
tribal area, forest zone,
green zones and agricul-
tural area.

All this will be moni-
tored by a 10-member com-
chaired by an
eminent person, with the
Raigarh district collector
as its convenor. Its job is
to ensure compliance of
the provisions of the

. hotification.
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7"/‘Matheran declared eco-sensitive region

B No more polluting 1ndustr1es masterplan to chalk out restoration of denuded areas

PRAFULLA MARPAKWAR
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 19 -

ardous, small-scale and service industries will be

allowed to operate in Matheran, besides agricul-
ture, florieulture, horticulture and agro-based indus-
tries.

The final notification dectaring Matherap and the
area surrounding it — a total area of 215 sq kms —
eco-sensitive was promulgated by the Union Ministry
of Environment and Forests on February 4. The noti-
fication came just two days before the end of the stipu-
lated period of one year from the draft notification.

The special notification promulgated under the
Environment Protection Act, 1966, will be applicable to
areas in the jurisdiction of the Matheran Municipal
Council aswell as surrounding areas in Raigad district
| and 19villages in Ulhasnagar in Thane district.

“We welcome the notification, but would have
been more elated if the plains below had been in-

-

IT’S official now. Only non-polluting, non-haz-

: WHAT’S OUT
* Poliuting industries of all types
* Plastic bags - -They're totally banned ,
i Ouarrymg, mining
* Discharge of nutreated efﬂuents
" New construcuons

WHAT'S IN

- ;' Non- hazardous small scale and service mdustnes

agriculture, floriculture, horticulture and agro based
* A zonal master plan for restoration of denuded areas,

* management of catchment areas, watershed and

ground water management, soil and moisture conser-
vation.'

* Repairs and restoration will be permitted in the juris-
diction of the Matheran Municipal Counc;l

cludedin the protected area too,” said Samir Mehta
of the Matheran Bachao Samiti. Incidentally, the de-

limitafion area in the draft notification was 498 sq kms,
nearly twice the area finally protected by the final |
notofication. “Our contention was that the population | |
around the hill, living in the plains, should be included
in the planning process, so that they do not impact
upon the forest,” said Mehta.
After Dahanu and Mahabaleshwar, Matheran is
the third region in the country to be declared eco-
sensitive. Significantly, Dahanu was declared eco-
sensitive following intervention by the Supreme

* Court. A high-level Dahanu Environmental Protec-

tion Authority (DEPA) headed by Justice CS Dhar-
madhikari was set up, as per the apex court’s direc-
tions. But for Matheran, as for Mahabaleshwar, the
implementation of the notification will be supervised
by a ten-member monitoring committee headed by
an environmental expert and with the Raigad Col- |
lector as convenor. :
A senior official in Mantralaya says unless the

" monitoring committee is given quasi-judicial powers,

the exercise will be somewhat futile.
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/Ch° Hlih group comes (o
the ald of Olive Ridleys

By Neil Pate
Times NEws NETWORK

Chiplun (Ratnagiri): It's
World Water Day today. As in
the last three months, hun-
. dreds of Olive Ridley turtles
will swim to safety into the
Velas sea along a small town
called Chiplun in Ratnagiri
district, thanks to Sahayadri
Nisarga Mitra (SNM).

SNM, a group of villagers
and nature-lovers, engaged
in rescuing these endangered
species, has saved over 2,000
Olive Ridleys and released
them into the sea since De-
cember 2002.

The first informal “Marine
Turtle Conservation Project”
in the state, which started
the initiative in the wake of
the rising incidence of
poaching of Olive Ridleys,
their hatchlings and eggs in
the Konkan belt, is planning
to hold an informal aware-
| ness workshop on Friday:
| “Poachers have been ruth-
lessly killing these turtles for
meat and their eggs and

hatchlings are sold in the
market by fly-by-night ven-
dors,” SNM founder Vishwas
Katdare told TNN.

Katdare, who has been in-
volved in various nature and
marine conservation proj-
ects for the past 10 years, said
that besides rescuing the
hatchlings, they had protect-
ed 5,000 eggs and 48 nests
along the Mandangad village
coastline.

Coastal villages in Ratna-
giri, with their picturesque
settings and virgin beaches,
have always been perfect get-
aways for tourists. However,
for the past two decades, the
serene coastal villages of
Konkan have also become a
safe haven and hideaway for
smugglers, poachers and
hunters.

“Last June, we informed
the local police and stopped
the smuggling of the Indian
Swiftlet’s (collocalia unicol-
or) nests in south Konkan.
Now, we are working towards
the conservation of the ma-
rine turtle,” Katdare said.

After rescuing 2,000 tur-
tles, SNM activists have now
spread their project across 45
villages in Ratnagiri district.
“We have installed aware-
ness boards at vantage points
along the beaches. With the
help of the local forest de-
partment and the village pan-
chayat, we have erected met-
al mesh hatcheries, which
are well fenced to keep away
natural predators,” said an
enthusiastic SNM member
Sachin Palkar,

The group has also been
submitting status survey re-
ports of the Whitebellied Sea
Eagle along the coast of Rat-
nagiri and Sindhudurg dis-
tricts to the Bombay Natural
History Societ in Mumbai.

Last February, they found
35 turtle nests on the sandy
beaches of Mandangad.
“They usually lay eggs be-
tween October and March,”
Katdare said, adding that
they were now planning to
expand the project along the
entire Konkan coast.

S




i

ﬁé ha\r\z;)?sflm/trait% \t%kb

tourist potential
of Konkan, Vidarbha

United News of India
Mumbai, June 4

THE Maharashtra Government on Fri-

comprehensive budgetary allocation to
tap the tourism potential of the Konkan
and Vidarbha regions.

Replying to the debate on the budget-
ary demands, the Tourism Minister, Mr

- Jaidutt Kshirsagar, said a budgetary
proposal of Rs 34.50 crore has been
made to upgrade tourism facilities in
Konkan. :

Similarly, an integrated tourism plan
worth Rs 170 crore has been chalked out
with the help of Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices for the Vidarbha region, which
would cover Ramtek, Nagjira, Tadoba.
Chikhaldara and Melghat.

Stating that the State would focus on
forest, eco and wildlife tourism, he said
the Nagpur-Nagbhid train would start
this year. For the Deccan Odessey luxu-
ry train, the Government has hired 12
agents with $10,000 as deposit and the
train’s occupancy has touched 14 per
cent, Mr Kshirsagar said.

The train’s inaugural run got delayed
till January this year because of which
the bookings could not be completed by
April.

The Minister told the House that the
Palace on Wheels luxury train in Rajas-
than in the first five years of its service
had an occupancy rate of not more than
10 per cent.

He said Taj caterers were being hired
for the maintenance and upkeep of the

- interiors of the train. :

day told the Assembly that it has madea
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