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Wigeon Anas penelope
A non-diving duck that prefers to graze along the shallow grassy jheels and marshes.
A common winter visitor to north India.

Painting by A. Thorburn.

BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Hornbill House, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road, Bombay 400 023.
- over 100 years dedicated to the study and protection of India's

natural environment.
Tata Press L3



AASHEESH P I T1 I E
tendo ot. , TNA

Be tb bee feat
a eee were te onee 0s wh seek wena newer onene eas SaaS BORD otnbs vated ones Sb nanan Sew tte oe oe

fey gp CED thatthe yb oF EF

tre pla bem ty bob aed
i Ae a tym, iq o top 44

a, 2 oo 4 4 vit
pee t st rou gio,

ipo rob sy

an Poy Nf EE f, ee

rn tro o fy 4 oa Deo ttes Fa coreagdgr ar f oa das Dania the pthyy fee er
or p bpory

Yep born Re ee wot Pee bot ard PF ttr cbs ath o rye marecbo yg

rit it i o44 ret ge Fy ye eh ab gm etbane ¥ patho fad cpt walt ify bets lou
th o eb fb ov Ge tath ag me bb tr ort a typed. fo ofaengee? or bieh tet tt rag

rep yhoow hoy att

tapr dy yee tg ne ora te tracy Cexpeor perma fer abi cf ue, Pec
rehad oh Auld Cra, Fede by mom ou abrnd the Emer baict, Uf

tromeby ba typed smch blic wr be incur poraboer orn the
Yrat bparh oo bitvam vor

oct deaper toc Lhe dle er apremcie tm thie
bomattrin mb ilar tiehpanm meres md prcy., am (hia Jaana 167 bhit-

(iidte. Pofyeepege yee cave qqeekraep bee chee tle

pet athe ec po oyrtte ued ora Emde e wed bo lie a FPL0 itis Dr rit
a ooethr ots tte oka Ly fh THR obo dead Stitee: LAPT EEHINT Co oweasted Taba tae

Hedy bee bg booted dae tree ge ty eh mbar ope memes gas big

it

bore wi FL 7 Pp ey? Chusnity 55 Piet, { i al "th ity pu ime

Yury dF pyr peo

hap ri ATLL oe

j



C s
1494

4554 Shetland Green Road
Alexandria, VA 22312 USA
April 29, i991

Aasheesh Pittie
14-7-370 Begum Bazar
Hyderabad 500 012 India
Dear Aasheesh:

Thanks for your letter of 27 February with the slide of the White
bellied Sea Eagle. I am just now getting some time at home after
leaving India, having been to Mexico, Guatemela, and New York.

I will return the eagle slide in a week or so after it has been
duped.

I am writing now to send the enclosed draft Ms. for the Indian
Raptor Names article. I would appreciate your comments. Please,if you have comments, respond quickly as I would like to submit
this to the Journal of the BNHS thie summer. I am having several
people here in the USA review it also.
nia anyone in your club watch the Tawny Eagle nest this spring?
I hope so.

By the way, I am not a DR., just a plain Mr. like most of us. Keep
in touch.

Sincerely yours,

William S. Clark
Rnel: Indian Raptor Names Me.

8.10
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COMMENTS ON THE COMMON AND SCIENTIFIC NAMES USED FOR DIURNAL

RAPTORS IN INDIA, WITH COMPARISONS TO INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED

STANDARD NAMES

William S. Clark

INTRODUCTION

On my first visit to India in 1985, I was excited by the prospect

of seeing, photographing, and studying new species of diurnal

raptors. But I was disappointed when the "Pariah Kite" turned out

to be the familiar Black Kite; same when the "Scavenger Vulture"

was simply the Egyptian Vulture. also noted some rather unusual

taxonomic decisions made by Ali & Ripley (1983a); for example, they

considered, without citing any authority, that Saker, Lanner, and

Laggar Falcons constituted a single species, Falco biarmicus.

Why are such unusual and nonstandard names used for the birds of

prey in India? The answer seems to be that the nomenclature of

Indian birds follows that of Ali & Ripley (1983a), which, in turn,

was at least partially based on Baker (1930)(scientific names

only), Whistler (1949), and Ripley (1982). This was also, no

doubt, the nomenclature source for the bird field guide by Ali &

Ripley (1983b).
It is important that Indian bird nomenclature conform to

international standards because Indian and foreign ornithologists

1



Indian raptor names

need to communicate clearly. Indians are and will continue to

report their research by presenting papers at international

conferences and by submitting papers to international journals, and

foreign ornithologists and bird-watchers are and will continue to

visit India and publish articles in Indian journals.
Herein will discuss the common and scientific names presented

in Ali & Ripley (1983a) for the diurnal raptors (Falconiformes)

when they differ from those given in standard ornithological
references on taxonomy or birds of prey and recommend name changes

to conform with standard international nomenclature.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Eleven ornithological references (Table 1), including some

specializing in diurnal raptors, were consulted, and both common

and scientific names were compared, species by species, with those

used in Ali & Ripley (1983a). Differences in common and

scientific names were noted. Baker (1930), Whistler (1949), and

Ripley (1982), likely nomenclature sources for Ali & Ripley

(1983a), were also consulted.

Proposed name changes were selected when the name in Ali & Ripley

(1983a) differed from the common name used for a species elsewhere.

The guideline is that the common name for a species should be the

same throughout its range, and, if possible, for all races. Some

scientific names used in Ali & Ripley (1983a) should be altered toa

reflect the latest taxonomic thinking.

2



Indian raptor names

RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Common and scientific mames given in Ali & Ripley (1983a) which

differ from a consensus of the above references are presented below

species by species. Presented first is a section dealing with

differences in common Names; new common names that are

internationally recognized are proposed in table @. A second

section covers differences in scientific names; new scientific
names reflecting the latest taxonomic work are given in table 3.

Species sections below begin with the common (bold face) and

scientific names given in Ali & Ripley (183a)3; the numbers

preceding these names refer to the paragraph numbers used in Ali
& Ripley (19783a. Fach section includes a discussion of the names

Given in the standard references. The numbers in the discussion
refer to the standard references given in Table i.

I. Common Names

124. Blackwinged Kite Elanus caeruleus.

"Black-shouldered Kite" is the preferred name. ,2,3,6,7,11, but

5,8,10 use "Black-winged Kite", however 5 also mentions "Black-
shouldered Kite" in Parentheses. Whistler (1949) and Ripley (1982)

use "Blackwinged Kite."
125. Blyth's Baza or Northern Brown Lizard Hawk. Aviceda jerdoni

jerdoni & 126. Legge's Baza Aviceda jerdoni ceyloncensis.
Preferred is "Jerdon's Baza" is used by 2,113; "Crested Cuckoo

3
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Falcon" is used by 6,73; and "Asian Baza" is used by 1, with

"Jerdon's Baza mentioned in parentheses. Ripley (1982) uses only

"Blyth''s Baza."

133. Pariah Kite Milvus miqrans govinda & 134. Blackeared Kite M.

m. lineatus.
All authorities use "Black Kite" for Milvus miqgrans.

1,2,3,9,6,7,8,10,i1. It would be preferable to use "Indian Black

Kite" for M. m. govinda as was done for Indian Shikra and Indian

Crested Goshawk. Ripley (1982) uses "Pariah or Black Kite."

143. Horsfield's or Chinese Goshawk Accipiter soloensis.

"Grey Frog Hawk" is consensus common name. 1,2,7,11, but 10 uses

"Horsfield's or Chinese Sparrow Hawk." Ripley (1982) uses only

Goshawk."

155. Desert Buzzard Buteo b. vulpinus.
This distinctive race of the Eurasian Buzzard is usually known

as "Steppe Buzzard." 5.

157. White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle Butastur teesa.

Butastur is a genus of small raptors; they hardly qualify to be

called eagles. They are usually known as "Buzzards". 3,6,7, but

10,11 use "White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle." "White-eyed Buzzard" is

preferred. 1,2.
158. Hodgson's or Feathertoed Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus nipalensis

nipalensis & 159. Legge's or Ceylon Feathertoed Hawk-Eagle. S. nm.

kelaarti.
Better name is "Mountain Hawk-Eagle." 1,2,6,7, but 10 and Ripley

4
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(1982) use "Hodgson's Hawk-Eagle"" and 11 uses "Hodgson's, Mountain,

and Feather~-toed Hawk-Eagle."
163. Bonelli's or Slender Hawk-Eagle Hierasetus fasciatus & 164.

Booted Hawk-Eagle H. pennatus & 165. Rufousbellied Hawk-Eagle H.

kienerii. In Gs
BY have

Hieraaetus is a genus of eagles; only qualify as Hawk- Wearizaetus

eagles; that because of short broad wings and long tails.
"Bonelli's Eagle, Booted Eagle, and Rufous-bellied Eagle" are

preferred. -,2,1,5,6,7,10,19. Whistler (1949) and Ripley (1982)

use "Bonelli's Eagle."
A

177.
Himalfan Greyheaded Fishing Eagle Icthyophaga nana plumbea.

Better name is "Lesser Fishing Eagle". 1,2,6,7,11. This also

avoids confusion with Icthyophaga ichtyaetus, the Greyheaded

Fishing Eagle.
187. Indian Scavenger Vulture Neophron percnopterus.

There is a complete consensus for "Egyptian Vulture" in rest of

range. ,2,1,54,,1,0,02,1. "Indian Egyptian Vulture" is OK for

Indian race. Ripley (1982) uses "Egyptian or Scavenger Vulture."
Whistler (1949) uses "Neophron."

190. Pale Harrier Circus macrourus.

There is a complete consensus for "Pallid Harrier" in rest of

range. 1,2,3,5,6,7,8,10,11. Whistler (1949) uses "Pale Harrier."
204. Himalayan Redbreasted Falconet Microhierax caerulescens.

This species has little or no red on its breast. "Rufous-thighed

Falconet" is more accurate and thus preferred. 2,6,7,11, but i uses

5
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"Collared Falconet."
211. Shaheen Falcon F. p. peregrinator.

"Shaheen" is a complete name in itself. 4. Adding "Falcon" on the

end is redundant. Actually "Indian Peregrine" would be preferable,
but Shaheen is well known throughout the world, especially by

falconers.

© 213. Central Asian Hobby F. subbuteo centralasiae.
Now known as "Northern Hobby" by some authorities to

differentiate it from African, Oriental, and Australian Hobbys.

Less preferable is "Hobby" 2,3,4,5,6,8,10,11 or "Eurasian Hobby"

alternate 4. Ripley (1982) uses "Hobby."

214. Indian Hobby F. severus rufpedoides & 215. Burmese Hobby F.

"Oriental Hobby" is consensus name elsewhere. ,2,4,6,7,11.
Ripley (1982) uses "Oriental Hobby."

severus.

219. Red-headed Merlin F. chiquera chiquera.

Known as "Red-necked Falcon" in Africa. 3. But "Red-headed

Falcon" is consensus. 1,2,4,6,7,11. This bird is unlike the Merlin

in many ways.

II. Scientific Names

141. Car Nicobar Shikra Accipiter badius butleri.

Now thought to be a separate species, A. butleri ,2,6,7,9,11.
See Mees (1980) for convincing discussion. Called "Nicobar Shikra""
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by 2,6,7,9,11 and "Nicobar Sparrowhawk" by 1. Ripley (1982) uses

A. badius butleri.
152. Eastern Sparrow-Hawk Accipiter virgatus gqularis.

Accipiter virgatus is Besra Sparrowhawk; &. gularis is a separate

species. ,2,6,7,9,10,11. See Mees (1980) for a full discussion.

It is called "Lesser Sparrowhawk" by 2,6,9,10 and "Japanese Lesser

Sparrowhawk" by 1,7,11. Baker (1930) recognized A. guiaris as

distinct from @. virgatus, but Ripley (1982) combined them.

160. Changeable Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus (cirrhatus) limnaetus.

The taxonomic position of this short-crested form is in doubt;

see Amadon (1953) and 1,2. It may well be a separate species from

S. c. cirrhatus. Ripley (1982) indicated doubt by including this

form as S. (cirrhatus) limnaetus. (Apparently the dark morph does

not occur in India as I could locate no specimens in major museum

collections nor references to this colour morph in the literature. )

169. Eastern Steppe Eagle Aquila rapax nipalensis.
Most field workers who have studied both forms have come to the

conclusion that Steppe and Tawny Eagles are separate species, not

even closely related. Steppe Eagle is A. nipalensis. 6,8. See

also Amadon (1982). Both races, A. nm. nipalensis and A. _n.

orientalis should occur in India during the winter. The author is

preparing a paper explaining how to separate all museum specimens

as to which species using either morphology or plumage. Baker

(1930) and Ripley (1982) both include Steppe Eagle as A.

nipalensis.

7
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177. Himalyan Greyheaded Fishing Eagle Icthyophaga nana plumbea.

Icthyophaga humilis is used in 1 with a reference to Mees (1967).

194. Eastern Marsh Harrier or Striped Harrier Circus aeruginosus

spilonotus.
Some authorities now recognize it as a separate species, C.

spilonotus. 1,9, but there is no consensus. 2,6,7,10,11. Baker

(1930) treats them as distinct species. They are recognizably

different, even in the field.

206. Saker or Cherrug Falcon Falco biarmicus cherruq & 207.

Shanghar Falcon F. b. milvipes.
All authorities agree that Falco biarmicus is the "Lanner

e atcon." 1,253545556575859,10,11 and that it does not occur inI,

Likewise they concur that the Saker is E. cherrug.
Jet 6 Sap ,

2

ry Boar? 1 925 3559,6,7,8,9,10,11. See especially 4. Neither Ali & Ripley

(1983a) nor Ripley (1982) present any reasons for combining the 3

large falcons into one species. Ripley (1982) called all 3 "Lagger

@ Falcon." Baker (1930) has F. cherrug as a separate species.
-208. Lagger Falcon F. biarmicus jugger.

Same comments above for -206. Laggar Falcon is Falco jugger.

,2,4,6,7,9,10,15. Baker (1930) lists this as a separate species,
F. juaqaqer.

209. Eastern Peregrine Falcon F. peregrinus japonensis.

Winter Peregrines in India are F. p. calidus. 2,9,10. F. p.

japonensis winters in Japan and Phillipines. %. All Peregrines

that have seen in India either in the field or in museum
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collections have been calidus or peregrinator. Read account on

page B5i of 2. See also Qsman (1980). Baker (1930) uses F. p.

calidus, but Ripley (1982) uses F. p. japonensis.
210. Redcapped or Barbary Falcon F.pereqrinus babylonicus.

Another mame for this form is "Red-naped Shaheen." It now

thought to be a race of the Barbary Falcon F. F. op.

babylonicus. ,4,5,6,10,11, but further field and teboratory work

are needed. 2,,°?. Baker uses F. pelegrinoides babylonicus, but

Ripley (1982) uses F. peregrinus babylonicus.
220. Eastern Redlegged Falcon F. vespertinus amurensis.

Falco vespertinus is the "Red-footed Falcon." 1,3,4,5,9. It does

mot occur in India. Most authorities now recognize F. amurensis

as a separate species known as the "Amur Falcon" (oar less

preferably "Eastern Red-footed Falcon"); it does occur in India.

1,9. See especially 4. Baker (1930) does not include this

species; Ripley (1982) uses F. vespertinus amurensis.

The nomenclature changes proposed in tables 1 and 2 are necessary

to facilitate communication about Indian birds of prey among

ornithologists and bird-watchers. The correct use of up-to-date
scientific names for Indian birds of prey iS imperative. The

Bombay Natural History Society, as the leading ornithological
institute in India, should undertake to implement these proposed

name changes.

9
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Table 1. Standard Ornithological references used for comparison

with Ali & Ripley (1983a).

1. Amadon,D. & J.Bull. 1988. Checklist of Raptors of the World.

Proc. West. Found. Vert. Zool 3, no. 4.

2. Brown,L. & D.Amadon. 1968. Hawks, Eagles, and Falcons of the

World. Country Life Books, London.

3. Brown et al. 188. Birds of Africa. Vol. 1. Academic, London.

4. Cade,T. 1982. Falcons of the World. Collins, London.

5. Cramp,S. & K.E.L.Simmons. 1980. Birds of Western Palearctic.

Vol II. Oxford U. Oxford.

6. Grossman,M.J. & S.Hamlet. 1964. Birds of Prey of the World.

Cassell, London.

7. ISIS. 1984. Avian Taxonomic Directory, Int. Species Inv. Sys.

8. Porter, R.F., I.willis, S.Christensen, & B.F.Neilsen. 181.

Flight Identification of European Raptors. 3rd Ed. Poyser, Calton.

9. Stressemann, E. & D.Amadon. 1979. Checklist of Birds of the

World, 2nd Ed. Vol. 1. (Mayr & Cottrell, eds) MCZ, Cambridge U.

Cambridge, Ma USA. (Scientific names only)

10. Vaurie, C. 1965. The Birds of the Palearctic Fauna. Non-

passerines. Witherby, London.

11. Walter, M. 1980. The Complete Birds of the World. Davis &

Charles. London.
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Table 2. Proposed Common Names for Indian Raptors

Scientific Name Present Name

Elanus caeruleus Blackwinged Kite

Aviceda j. jerdoni Blyth's Baza

Avideca ceyloncensis Leqge's Baza

Milvus migrans qovinda Pariah Kite

Accipiter soloensis Horschfield's Goshawk

Buteo b. vulpinus Desert Buzzard

Butastur teesa White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle

Spizaetus nipalensis Hodgson's Hawk-Eagle

Hieraaetus fasciatus Bonelli's Hawk-Eagle

Hieraaetus pennatus Booted Hawk-Eagle

Hieraaetus kienerii

Icthyophaga nana Himalyan Greyheaded

Fishing Eagie

Neophron percnopterus Scavenger Vulture

Circus macrourus Pale Harrier.

Microhierax caerulescens Redbreasted

Falconet

Falco subbuteo Central Asian Hobby

Falco severus rufpedoides Indian Hobby

Falco s. serverus Burmese Hobby

Falco chicquera Red-headed Merlin

Falco amurensis Red-legged Falcon

13

Proposed Name

Black-shouldered Kite
Jerdon's Baza

Jerdon's Baza

Black Kite

Grey Frog Hawk

Steppe Buzzard

White-eyed Buzzard

Mountain Hawk-Eagle

Bonelli's Eagle
Booted Eagle

Rufousbellied Hawk-Eagle Rufous-bellied Eagle
Lesser Fishing Eagle

Egyptian Vulture

Pallid Harrier

Rufous-thighed
Falconet
Northern Hobby

Oriental Hobby

Oriental Hobby

Red-headed Falcon

Amur Falcon



Table 3. Proposed Scientific Names for Indian Raptors

Common Name Handbook name Proposed name

Nicobar Shikra Accipiter badius butleri A. butleri
Lesser Sparrowhawk Accipiter virgatus qularis A. qularis

Steppe Eagle Aguila rapax nipalensis A. nmipalensis

Lesser Fishing Eagle icthyophaga nana I. humilis

Striped Harrier Circus aeruginosus spilonotus C. spilonotus

Saker Falcon Falco biarmicus cherrugq F. cherrug

Laggar Falcon Falco biarmicus jugqger F. jugger

Peregrine Falco pereqrinus japonensis F.p. calidus

Amur Falcon Falco vespertinus amurensis F. amurensis

14
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4554 Shetland Green Road
Alexandria, VA 22312 USA
May 8, i991

Dear Aasheesh,

Enelosed is your slide of the White-bellied Sea Eagle. Thanks for
allowing me to duplicate it. It shows well some important field
marks.

I plan to return to India next November for 2 or 3 months. But
plans at this stage do not inelude Hyderabad. Too bad.

Until we next meet, all the best.

Sincerely yours,

William S. Clark
Enel: elide.
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AASHEESH PITTIE
Begum Bazaar, HYDERABAD - 5@@ @12. INDIA.
Phone Off. 43264 Res. 43263

September 23, 1991

Dr. William S. Clark DUPLICATE
4554 Shetland Green Road
Alexandria
VIRGINIA 22312.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Bill,
Thank you very much for the generous copy of
PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSTUM ON
RAPTOR REINTRODUCTION, 1985. I received a copy a
few days ago with a note informing me that you
will pay for it!

w

The owl re-introduction Programme in the Andamans
has been dropped temporarily, we are given to
understand due to the objections of naturalists
in the continent. Even so, I am sending Xeroxes
of relevant papers from the above publication, to
the concerned authorities, for their information
and use.

Kindly let me know of your itinerary ain India.
Perhaps I can meet you in Bombay, if we happen to
be there at the same time.

Rest is fine.
Thank you once again,

Sincerely,
--
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Red Panda (Ailurus fulgens) or cat-bear lives in the dense forests of the Eastern Himalaya @It has also been sighted in Sikkim.

Painting by S. Siga

BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Hornbill House, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road, Bombay 400 023.

-over 100 years dedicated to the study and protection of India's
natural environmeni.
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4554 Shetland Green Road
Alexandria, VA 22312 USA

52 March 17, 1993

Aasheesh Pittie
14-7-370 Begum Bazar
Hyderabad 500 012, India
Dear Aasheesh:

This is to thank you for the Holiday card you sent to me. It was
a nice thought. It has been several years since we met and birded
around Hyderabad.

Last month I accompanied Vibhu Prakash for 10 days of raptor
surveys in the Andaman Islands and also took some photos of White-
bellied Sea Eagles. Remember that you sent me a duplicate of the
juvenile you took near Port Blair?
I hope that the recent bombings in India are not the start of a
terror campaign.

Drop me a line when you have time and tell me about your latest
raptor sightings.

Sincerely yours,

William S. Clark


