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Dear Doctor Bahadur,

T am now- able to send the manuseript which I promissed. you some:
+ime agdb. Many thanks for: your seasodns greetings, your two let-
ters and the reprints I received recently. Please. excuse me for
not having written earlier but there have been many circumstan-
ces which prevented me from doing so. I hope you will not be
disappointed by our results which do not coafirm some of our
earlier suggéstions, In the First line, we are microbiologis
and wé”have looked at the appearance of such spherical glements
1n sterile media asc a microbiological phenomenon. Our maln pro-
blem is the danger of mistaking these spheres with real forms
of microbes and consequently a wrong interpretation<of these
structures. In the course of the study of the literature znd
especially after reading your papers it becanie clear %0 me ,that
the Formation of these elements is a very important problem not
only for microbiology and ultrastructure research bhit also for
biochemistry’ and ex robiclogy. Cue ought to werk much more" about
these problems but we are not able to do so and had tof limlt

ouxr work on the importance of these forms for microbiology.

The guestion wheﬁher these elements propagate actively could

not be claryfied definitely. In such forms as are marked with
arrows in figure 3 the microbiologist sees typical division—

and budding forms known from bacteria and yeasts. On the other
hand, we could not follow such a multiplieation microscopically
in microcultures. There is the possibility of fusion of two ele-
ments, In serum media there is without any doubt & multiplica-
tion, but ¥t Is probable +hat all elements are formed de novo
and do not arise from each other by means of division or bud-
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ding. The further question; namely whether these elements
pessgmetabolic activities, we must deny (at least in my
opi or). 1 am sure;there is & brisk exchange of substan-
€ surrounding medium. With-
cut such processes these very complex systems couldr not- be
stable. Nelspn 1958 showedsin higgexperiments with-similar.
edements an dncorporation of@fljL serumalbumin. On the-
- Ofther hand, fhe lacking O, consumption and the negative
TPC reduction point to the abseéhce of any metabolic acti-
L vity, : .
The manuseript is for you. It will be published soon in the
fentralblatt f.Bskteriologie I.Abt. Originale. Please tell
caie Af you’haverdiffygul ies with the German langusge. In
this case, I will give you a translation of the most im—
portant parts. ot s
dister Kumar asked me for a 1list of professors he eould
visit during his post doctoral assigument. I had to write
- him that nobody in our research institute (which belongs
to the German Academy of Sciences at BerLln) and at the Jena
‘"Uuiver51ty is dealing with rroblems of exooiology 0r pre -
biological uystems respeo+1ve1y I kdbw no scientists at all
in the GBR who are working on ﬁhls or related proolemsc

~  With kindest regards

. 5 yours blﬁcerely,
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