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M. S. SWAMINATHAN RESEARCH FOUNDATION

M. S. SWAMINATHAN
Chairman

MSS/VS/2Q58
11 March 1995

Dr. R. Sankaran
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology
and Natural History
Kalampalayam PO
Coimbatore 641 010

Dear Dr. Sankaran,

I thank you verymuch for your kind letter of 7 March
enclosing your report on the Nicobar megapode and
other endemic avifauna of the Nicobar Islands. This
is an extremely valuable report and has been
prepared very well. Please do keep me on your
mailing list. I am bringing the report to the attention
ofMr. John Joseph and Dr. Ranjit Daniels.

With warm personal regards,

Yours sincerely,

M.S. Swaminathan

ce: Mr. John Joseph & Dr. Ranjit Daniels

3rd Cross Street, Taramani, Institutional Area, Madras 600 113
Reply Fax No. : 91-44-2351319 Dial up No. : 91-44-2351698



CENTRE FOR HERPETOLOGY
MADRAS CROCODILE BANK TRUST

March 11, 1995.

To,
Dr. Ravi Shankaran,
SSlim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History,
Kalampalayan P.0., Coimbatore 641 010, T.N.

Dear Ravi,
Thanks for your letter of March 7 and the copy of the megapode
report, which I am just getting into. It has data on forests and

aslands which will come of use in my work too.

lL am still working on the material collected during my last trip
to the islands, and several new species of amphibians and rep-~

tiles have been identified, the descriptions of which are being
prepared for publication. The reptile biogeography book has been

accepted for publication by Krieger Publications in Florida and

should be out later this year. I am just back from a trip to
France, where I helped organize a turtle conference (to be held
near Nice in July). Also spent about a week at the Paris Museum,
where I examined Asian material and gave a talk on the herpetolo-
gy of Borneo. I also have a project in Sri Lanka, and leave for a

fortnight's field work next month.

Let me know how your domestic and prafessional life goes. If you
see Bhupathy around the corridors, give him my regards and ask
him if he plans on attending the turtle congress at Gonfaron (1
could send him the conference material).

Best wishes,

Indraneil Das

Post Bag No. 4, Mamallapuram-603 104, Tamil Nadu, South India. Fax ; 091-044-491 0910,
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Department of Botany
University of Delhi
Delhi-1 10007, India

20 March 1995

Dr R. Sankaran
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology
and Natural History
Kalampalayam P.O.
Coimbatore - 641010

Dear Dr Sankaran:

Thank you
March 1995 and for the
on the Status
Megapode and
Islands. I
interested in
avifauna. Such
and avifauna

welcome
the

in turn result in
protected areas.
massive project on
Islands. Once
some collaborative
congratulate you’ for
Megapodes.

very much

and Conservation of
other Endemic Avifauna

such
Plant

studies involving plant communities
would

ecosystem dynamics
the

Keeping this in
the Andaman and Nicobar group of

the proposal is

producing a

for your letter dated 07
copy of your excellent report

the Nicobar
of the Nicobar

studies. I am keenly
communities used by

the basis for
and function which

effective management of
view I proposed a

provide

accepted, we will do
research on Andamans. I

nice document on

With regards:

Sincerely

Cr. R.
C.R. Babu



CENTRE OF WILDLIFE & ORNITHOLGGY
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, ALIGARH—202 002 {Tadia)

Ref: 126/95/GEP
March 21, 1995

To,
Dr, KR. Sankaran,
SACON,
Coimbatore

Dear Dr, Sankaran,

Dr. Rehmani is not well these days, He wants
to convey thanks to you for sending him your report
on the Megapode,.

Yours sincerely

felbe

e-matl—arwifl sQarnu.ernet-innem Office >



Centre for Environment Education
Nehru Foundation for ‘Development. Thaltej Tekra, Anmedabad 380 054
Phone: 442642. 442651 Gram: PARYAVARAN Telex: 121-6779 CEE IN Fax: 91-272-420242

No. VL OLE 495 21 March 1995

Dr. R. Sankaran
Salim Ali Centre for Grnithology and

Natural History
Kalampalayam P.Q.
COIMBATORE - 641 010

Dear Dr. Sankaran,
Thank you for the copy of your report on "The Nicobar

Megapode and other Endemic Avifauna of the Nicobar Islands:
Status and Conservation". We found a wealth of information,
attractively and lucidly presented, in its forty—-odd pages.
The conservation issues raised are indeed critical and need
to be addressed in the highest policy-making fora.

We are happy to add the report to our Library
collection, and would like to acquire more copies. Please
let us know the price so that we can make the necessary
arrangements for placing an order.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

Vive
Programm

Supported by Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of Indta. A registered Society

Khgdpekar
o-ordinator



IUCN
Rue Mauverney 28 The World Conservation Union

CH-1196 Gland

Switzerland

Tel.: ++ 4122-9990001

Fax: ++ 4122-999 0002
Dr R. Sankaran

Telex: 419624 iucn ch Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and
Natural History
Kalampalayam P.O.
Coimbatore 641 010
INDIA

Ref: SSG/B18 22 March 1995

Dear Dr Sankaran,

Many thanks for your letter of 7 March with a copy of your excellent report on the Nicobar
megapode and other endemic bird species in these islands. You have carried out some excellent
work, and we are most grateful for your sending us a copy.

AS you may or may not know, we have a Megapode Specialist Group within the IUCN Species
Survival Commission. !f you have not already done so, | encourage you to sent a copy to the
Chair, who is:

Dr Rene Dekker
Curator of Birds
Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum
Postbus 9517
2300 RA Leiden
THE NETHERLANDS
Tel:31/71/143844
Fax:31/71/133344

We look forward to receiving further reports from SACON in due course.

With best wishes

Yours sincerely

O Cy
COA. testy :

Simon N. Stuart
Head
Species Survival Programme

cc: Rene Dekker

Printed on chlorine-tree paper
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Dr. Ravi Sankaran
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology
and Natural History

Kalampalayam P.O.
COIMBATORE 641 010
INDIA

LEIDEN, 22 March 1995

Dear Ravi,

Thank you for very much for your beautiful report which I received yesterday.
Congratulations. I can’t wait to read it. I already enjoyed the beautiful pictures on the cover
and inside. As soon as J have finished reading it, I will send you my reactions, knowing
that you will be away to the Nicobars for some time. I will also send you my list of birds
observed while on Great Nicobar because it will add a few things to your list. I have
always wanted to publish it, but never found enough time. Your report is an excellent
publication to link it to.

Your letter asks for some comments. First of all, I have never received the letter or the copy
of your paper which has been accepted by Biological Conservation. Something must have
gone wrong in the mail. I knew that you were working on Lesser Floricans. Dr. Vijayan
told me at the BirdLife Conference in Germany last August. It was very nice meeting her.
Please give her my regards.

About funds: I suggest that you ask the World Pheasant Association (WPA) in the UK for a
(small) donation (they do not have much, but it is worth asking for £500). I will certainly
support your request, which does not seem to be too difficult because a) the Nicobar
Megapode has been included in the WPA/BirdLife/IUCN Megapode Action Plan which will
be published shortly (and send to you directly), indicating research/conservation priorities
and b) I do a lot for WPA and they will certainly follow my suggestion when I ask them to

support your and SACON’s work. The address is: K. Howman, World Pheasant
Association, P.O. Box 5, Lower Basildon, Reading RG8 9PF, United Kingdom.

Finally, I would like to ask you for permission to publish the summary of your report on
page iv for the May issue of the Megapode Newsletter. Furthermore, I would like to
promote your report in the Newsletter as well. Is it possible for readers to purchase it from
SACON? In that case, how much should it cost, including mailing, and to where should
the money be send in which currency?

Hope you have a good and successful time in the Nicobars again.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,_—
René Dekker
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PARIRAKSHAK
A NON-GOVERNMENTAL ANDi POLITICAL ORGANISATION

DEDICATED TO SAVE ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY

OFFICE REGD. No. 89/95
GANDHINAGAR, CAMPBELL BAY-744302

ANDAMA& NICOBAR ISLANDS

Ref. :
C/5/95 @Mafe: 27th Mar 195.

President
Capt. VRN Setty (Retd)

T
hri Ravi Shanker ScientistSalim Ali Centre

Kalampalayam
Coimbatore = 041 010

Dear Ravi Shanker,
Whole of PARIRAKSHAK family is joining mein conveying our thanks and gratitude to
Mrs & Mr Ravi Shagker for your visit
and lively participation in the informaldiscussion on Environmental matters
concerning Great Nicobar Island. We drew
wealth of information and valuable sug-~gestions and above all inspiration from you.All that will be useful for healthy growth of thisinfant Organisation.
It is very typical of you to become a
member of this Organisation instantly andalso make a generous contribution.
We request you, Sir, to be an Advisor to
PARIRAKSHAK on Avifauna. Kindly make it
convenient to communicate your consentin this regard.
We are all looking forward for yourvaluable advice and support.
With best wishes and thanks to Mrs. & Mr,Ravi Shankeras.
Sincerely yours,

(Ss



Andaman and Nicober Islands Environmental Team
CENTRE FOR HERPETOLOGY

Ravi Sankaran March 28, 1995
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology

and Natural History
Kalampalayam P.Q.
Coimbatore 641 010
Tamil Nadu

Dear Ravi,

Thanks very much for the Nicobar megapode report which I read

with great interest. Firstly, it is good to know that the mega-

podes are not in immediate danger, though it's evident that the

influx of labour from Andamans will create much hunting pressure.

The report is comprehensive and certainly the best status and

conservation report to emerge from the Bay Islands congratula-
tions!
The Endemic Avifauna section of the report is very welcome and

makes the report useful as a ready reference.

We are certainly with you in your concerns for the future of the

Nicobars. To this end, could I suggest that SACON, in addition
to its research work, do occasional specific symposia or at least
high-powered get togethers wherein conservation priorities and

strategies can be discussed and acted upon. In this case, we

should have a concerted plan of action in the event of the Free
Port and dry dock ideas being resurrected. Hope to communicate
with you further on this.

All the best!

Yano
Rom Whitaker

MADRAS CROCODILE BANK TRUST

Mainland Office : Post Bag No. 4, Mamallapuram-603 104, Tamil Nadu, South India. Fax: 91-44-491-0910, 91-4113-2511

Andaman Base : A.N.€E.T.. Wandoor P.O., Via Port Blair - 744103 ANDAMANS. Fax: 0093192 - 20038



29 March, 1995

Dr. R. Sankaran
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History
Kalampalayam P.O.
Coimbatore - 641 010
India

Dear Dr. Sankaran,

Thank you very much for sending me the copy of your report on the Nicobar megapode. It is
of great interest. I am saddened to see the destruction of these unique birds and their habitats.
I hope to have the opportunity to visit the Islands and to see that your fine work is followed up
by strict conservation measures.

During the next three years, I hope to have the opportunity to go to Sumatra for some
biological work. During that time, it may also be possible for me to visit the islands. Do you
intend to carry out any more research there? It might be valuable for us to meet and combine
resources. In any case, I will be asking for you advice.

Sincerely yours,

Ke. SSup
Roger S. Seymour
Associate Professor



aBirLife
INTERNATIONAL

Wellbrook Court
Girton Road

Cambridge CB3 ONA UK
Tel +44 (0)1223 277318
Fax +44 (0)1223 277200

E-mail: birdlife@gn.apc.org

Dr Ravi Sankaran 29/1/S/RDB
SACON mc

Kalampalayam P.O.
Coimbatore 641 010
INDIA 12 April 1995

NICOBAR REPORT

Dear Ravi,
Thank you very much for your letter of 7 March, and the
enclosed report on the Nicobar Megapode and other endemic
avifauna. It looks excellent, and I look forward to studying
it in more detail.

It was good to meet your at the workshop in Coimbatore, and
have a chance to discuss your work on the Nicobar islands and
elsewhere. I hope that your new fieldwork there is going well.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Mike Crosby,
Research Officer (Asia Programme)

BirdLife International is a UK registered charity and is a company limited by guarantee

Registered in England No 2985746 Registered office as above

Chairman: Gerard A Bertrand Director-General: Christoph Imboden



WWFE - INDIA
Secretariat (Delhi)° P.O. Box 3058

WWE World Wide Fund For Nature-India 172-B, Lodi
Estate

New Dethi - 110 003
faza sata ffx, aIta Phone: 4633473 (Direct)

Fax: 91-11-4626837

Samar Singh
Secretary General

Ap ril 15, 1995

Dear Dr. Sankaran,

Thank you very much for a copy of the report "TheNicobar megapode and other endemic avifauna of the NicobarIslands. I have read it with considerable interest and must
congratulate you and your team for the comprehensive coverage aswell as the very useful information contained in the report. I
have no doubt that it will serve a very useful purpose for all
those who are interested and involved in the conservation of
this unique and precious part of our country.

You are perhaps aware that under the Biodiversity‘Hotspots' Conservation Programme, WWE India is now in the
process of extending its work on the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
A copy of our action plan in this regard is enclosed for yourinformation. Needless to add that we would keep you associated
and also build into our programme activities the various pointsand concerns mentioned in the report sent by you. If you have
any comments or suggestions on the action plan, please feel free
to write to me.

With regards,
Yours sincerely

Mr. R. Sankaran, (Samar Sin
Scientist,
Division of Avian Ecology,
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology

and Natural History,
Kalampalayam P.O.,
Coimbatore 641 010.

Encl: a/a

TRUSTEES
Dr M.S. Swaminathan, President Lt Gen Baljit Singh, AVSM, VSM (Retd)
Mr S.P. Godrej, Vice-President Dr Dhrubajyoti Ghosh
Dr Ashok Khosla Mr D.M. Sukthankar
Dr Amrita Patel Mr R. Rajamani
Mr S.S. Ramachandra Raja Justice Leila Seth
Mr G.M.S. Mann Mr A.K. Mahindra

WWF-India Secretariat:
172-B, Lodi Estate, Max Mueller Marg, New Delhi-110003 Tel: 462 7586, 461 6532, 4693744 Grams: PANDAFUND DELHI



rYERSTTY CONSERVATION IN THRE ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR TSLANDS

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES

The proposed for biodiversity conservation in
the indaman and Nicobar Islands, below, have been
pereritised into first and second pri:rits. Vart of the basis
for such prioritisation is the time .nd resources required.
ANetavities reguirirs a long time for canmnleticn and/sr a targe
amcunt of resources, which are unlikely to be available in the

future, have been listed as second priority. In terms of
their importance, however, all the proposed activities are

FIRST PRIORITY

1. Monitoring of Biodiversity “Hat Spots" in the A&N Islands
The Problem

Though the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are one of the
most valuable biodiversity areas in India, and also among
the most fragile, there is little monitoring of the state
of the environment of these Islands. Perhaps till a few
vears ago such monitoring was not considered essential
due to the small population (approximately 600,000! and
ignorance about the biodiversity value of the area.

However, despite the small population, activities related
to forestry, fisheries, tourism, industry, shipping,
construction work, among others, are seriously
threatening the environment. There are also threats from
poachers and from the illegal fishing activities of boats
coming from the neighbouring countrtres;—

Current activities
\

The Forest Department minimally monitors some of the
national parks and sanctuaries, but has little staff and
resources for. this work. The Society for Andaman and
Nicobar Ecology (SANE) is periodically monitoring a few
of the protected areas.

Existing gaps

Despite these efforts, there is no systematic menitoring
of either a prioritised list of the most valuable and
vulnerable biodiversity areas or of those pressures most
destructive to bicdiversity.

Objectives of the WWF India project
It is proposed to build up a monitoring network of
non-government organisations and interested individuals
in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands, with support from
national NGOs. This network would identify and prioritise

areas and issues, —_and—-‘ould operate



"2.

monitoring schedule with optimal use of the resources
available. It would monitor critical biological, social
and management parameters for each of the prioritised
protected areas. The information collected through the
monitoring network would help in understanding and
conserving the biodiversity of these areas and in
ensuring timely and appropriate interventions.

Implementation mechanism

The monitoring network would be co-ordinated through the proposed
WWF India field office at Port Blair and would involve local NGOs
and individuals as also national NGOs. The activities would be
designed and coordinated through an Advisory Committee of concerned
and informed persons and use, wherever necessary, consultants for
specific technical tasks.

Targets

It is proposed to prioritise five protected areas in the first year,to develop a-monitoring schedule and format, and to begin to apply
the format and schedule to two of the five selected areas. In the
second year the monitoring format and schedule will be modified, if
necessary, on the basis of the first years experience, and applied
to the remaining three areas. In the third year the monitoring
network will be extended to another three areas.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The activity would be monitored every six months against specific
goals identified for each phase. It would be reviewed after two
years on the basis of system design and operationalisation, and on
the basis of the data and results it produces.

Environment Impact Assessment of Forest Management Practices

The Problem

The Andaman & Nicobar Islands have very rich tropical rain forests.
Thesé are currently being exploited for industrial and commercial
use and are being subjected to various other pressures. This is
resulting in a loss of forest cover in some areas and a change in
the natural vegetation in many others. Deforestation is also
resulting in soil erosion which is negatively affecting the marine
ecosystems, especially the coral reefs.

Current activities
There is currently no effort at assessing the environmental impact
of forestry practices in the islands.
Existing gaps

As above



Objectives of the WWE India project
It is propused to assess the impact, on biodiversity, of currentforest management practices, with the neip of the Forest Department
and other exoert institutions. Efforts will also be made to evolveforest management systems more sensitive to the biodiversity of
these isitands.

Implementation mechsnism

A multi-disciplinary team of experts both from within and outside
the government would be set up to assess the impact.

Targets

A preliminary report would be ready after the first year and a final
report at the end of 18 months.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The progressof the assessment would be reviewed every Six months.

3. Action Pian for Coral Reefs

The Problem

The Andaman and Nicobar islands have among the richest coral reefs
in India. In recent times these coral reefs have been subjected to
various pressures, including destruction due to tourist activities,siltation and pollution. Corals are also being used as construction
material.

Current activities
There is no action plan to conserve the coral reefs in the Islands.

Existing gaps
|

AS above,

Objectives of the WWF India project
It is proposed to develop an action plan for the conservation of
corel reefs in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Baseline information
about the more vulnerable coral reefs would also be collected and
a system operationalised by which these areas can be closely watched
with the help of the earlier described monitoring network.

Implementation mechanism

A muiti-disciplinary team of experts would be charged with the
responsibility of developing the action plan. A separate but relatedactivity of collecting baseline data would be operationalised
through selected scientific institutions and

NGOs.



Targets

The action plan shauld be ready within 18 months, with an interimreport after a year. Baseline data would be collected over threeyears, with interim reports each year,

Monitoring and Evaluation

The progress of the action plan and of baseline data collectionwould be monitored every six months,

Wildlife Protected Areas Management Plans
The Problem

There are 102 National Parks and Sanctuaries in these Islands.However, most of these do not have management plans. Whereas manyof these are uninhabited and free from human pressure, some of themrequire to be managed effectively.
Current activities
Most of the protected areas in the Islands do not have managementplans. The few plans that exist are outdated or inadequate.
Existing gaps

.

Apart from the general lack of management plans, there is alsolittle scientific input into the planning process. No models orClear guidelines exist for the preparation of management plans,especially in terms of the Special requirements for the marineareas.

Objectives of the WWF India project
It is proposed to develop management plans for three selectednational parks and sanctuaries, in collaboration with the WildlifeWing of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Forest Department, and withthe involvement of interacted NGOs and other appropriate expertise.These three areas would, as far as possible, represent differenttypes of habitat and management issues. The process of developingmanagement glans fcr these areas would not orily help train the jocalofficials in management planning but also make available, at theend, model plans which could be used as paradigms for the remainingareas. In the process, the local officers and NGOs would also getaccess to literature and information relevant to their needs anddevelop an ability to work together in the planning process.



-eantatton mechan.
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Ethno Biological Investigations

The Probiem

Tribal communities living in these Islands have significant
knowledge about medicinal and other human uses of the plants and
animals found on the Islands. However, much of this information is
being lost due to the advent of modern medicine and lifestyles.
Current activities

The Anthropological Survey of India (ASI) has been studying the
tribes in these Islands and has, along with other information, been
collecting some information on ethnobiology.

Existing gaps

There is hardly any work being done, apart from the general survey
by the ASI, on the ethnobiology of these Islands. Some information
was earlier collected by the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Government of india, aS a pait of their national ethneniclcgical
survey. However, there was no follow up. At present, no focussed
effort to record and conserve ethnobiological information and
practices exists. .

Objectives of the WWF India project

It is proposed to investigate and record ethnobiological information
and to develop a system by which ethnobiological practices can be
conserved.



Implementation mechanism

The ethnobioiogical study would be conducted by an expert team set
up for the purpose. Based on the information gathered as a part ofthis stucy, an action plan for conserving ethnobiological practiceswould be deveioped. Appropriate consuitancy inputs would bjeentified.

Targets

The ethnobiological study would stretch over the three years, and
perhaps even beyond, with an interim report each year. However after
the first year, based on the findings, an action plan for

conservation of relevant practices would be developed and implemented.In each subsequent year the action plan would be expanded, based onthe additional information collected.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The study would be reviewed each year, on the basis of the yearlyreports. The ethnobiological practices conservation plan would be
reviewed every six months after initiation.

SECOND PRIORITY

9. Fan

The Problem

The Andaman & Nicobar islands are among the richest areas in the
country in terms of biological diversity. Despite this, the flora
and fauna of many of the Islands have still not been surveyed.This is especially true of the Nicobar group of Islands.
Current activities
The Botanical (BSI) and Zoological (ZSI) Surveys of India are
regularly documenting fauna and flora species around the country.They each have a regional office in the Islands,

Existing gaps

Despite the work cf the Botanical and Zoological Surveys, largeareas remain un-surveyed. Given the workplans of these two
organisations, and tne resources available with them, it woulo take
many years before they would sven begin to work on most of theNicobar Islands. However, with the coming into force of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, it has become critical to
complete surveys as soon as possible.

Objectives of the WWF India project
It is proposed to assist the Botanical and Zoological Surveys of_
India, with the involvement of other scientific institutions within

a/Flora Survey for the Nicobar Islands.



and outside the government, to carry out a survey of the fauna and
fiore in the Nicobar Islands.

Implementation mechanism

The surveys will be conducted by teams comprising of B8SI\ZSI
scientists and representatives cf NGOs and other scientific
institutions. The Defence Forces would be associated to provide
logistical support, where possible.

Targets

The surveys will continue through the three years, and perhaps even
after. The specific targets will be identified after 4 preliminary
survey in the first half of the first year.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The activity would be reviewed every year.

Sustainable Development Plan

The Problem

These islands offer a unique opportunity for implementing a path of
development that is environmentally and socially sustainable. Some

effort te this end has been made by the Island Development
Authority, which has initiated various studies and reports on

different aspects of sustainability. Unfortunately, there has been

inadequate follow up to these studies and an effort needs to be made

to develop, based on these and other studies, an integrated plan for
the sustainable development of these Islands.

Current activities

Though some years back (1987-89) there was an effort to develop such
a plan, this was never completed and, at present, there is no

ongoing activity to this end.

Existing gaps

As above.

Objectives of the WWF India project

It is proposed to act as a catalyst to start up this work again and
to channelise the expertise that is required to develop such a plan.
Based on the studies and reports already completed and the
additional informatien-collected for a draft plan would
be developed.

Implementation mechanism

It is proposed to initiate this work in collaboration with the
Planning Commission, Ministry of Environment and Forests, Andaman

and Nicobar Administration, and various other expert institutions.
A planning team would be set up to coordinate this work and expert



Instituticns and indivicuals wou'ic pe given specific tasks toperiorm.

Targets

The preparation of the plan would be done in pliases. The first phasewould te to review existing information and to develop the frameworkfor the plan (six months). The second phase would involve thecoliecticon of additional information, preparation of sectoral plansand identification of critical issues (one year). the third phasewould involve integration of sectoral plans into a consolidated plan(one year).

Monitoring and Evaluation
The activity would be reviewed after every six months.

PROPOSED BUDGET (In US$)
Budget Heads 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97
Cost of Project Office 10,000 8,000 8,000(Salary, Rent, Travel,
Equipment etc.)

Cost of Documentation 3,500 2,500 1,500Centre

Smal? Grants for 33,000 80,000 80,000Prozacts

WWF Coordination 3,500 9,500 10,500Expense

Total 50,000 100,000 100,000



28 April 1995

Mr. R. Sankaran
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History
Kalampalayam PO
Coimbatore 641010
INDIA

Dear Dr. R. Sankaran,
I recently read a segment of your paper on the distri-

bution, status and conservation of the Nicobar Megapode
(Megapodius nicobarensis) in Biological Conservation 72
(1995):17-25.

I am currently working on the natural history and
ecology of the Water Monitor Lizard (Varanus salvator) or
the Kabarogoya. I would be most interested if you happen to
see any of these animals on Nicobar Islands, their feces or
regions where they are common upon these islands? I would be
more than happy to pay for copies of any notes, photographs
or slides you may have of these animals, their habitat in
your studies of the Megapode on Nicobar Islands or adjacent
regions. If you can refer me to anyone else who may be able
to help me, I would welcome it. I do know of Madras Crocodile
Bank in Madras and of my friend Brij Gupta in Coimbatore. I
hope your day is a pleasant one, and Thank you very much for
your time and help...

Sincerely yours,
AwwlC

Mark Bayless
1406 Holly St.
Berkeley, CA 94703 USA



June 1995
To
Dre B.W.R.J Dekker
Naticnaal Museum Natuurhistorisch
2509 kA Leiden
Postbank 733000
The Netherlands

Dear Rene,

[ was once again in the Nicobars for a little over two months louking at the
edible nest cwiftlet. and only eet back a couple of days a2ao. The situation
is very grim for that species with perhaps 65 - U5 % loss of population faving
alreads occurred due to extensive nest harvesting over the last te.

Theugh | was not specifically looking for megapodes this time, LP could not
resist examining the mound. 7 came across or slipping into the forest to watch
or listen tu them whenever the opportunity arose! [ have been given te
understand that the project has finally been sanctioned (') and am nos keen
to begin ecological studies on the wegapode.

You are welcome te publish my report in whatever form vou see fit in the
megapode newsletter. TP have very few copies of the report left, but if there
is sufficient demand for them, I am sure we can peink some more, | am unsure
as to shat it would cost but inclusive of postage shuouid be Rs 175-20 (US 3

6-7i., Alternatels. the Medapode Specialist group can make uvailable a small
@rant to print about 159 copies which would ost about Rs 127500 ‘about US $

400) and then circulate the report gratis to all interested people and
libraries.

Iwill be writings to ®PA shortly for funds, and will send vou a copy of the
proposal as soon as it is ready.

°Please find enclosed a reprint of the paper on the status of the megapode.

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

KR Sankaran

ps. Just received the copy of the Megapode Action Plan - Thanks.



Te
Dr G.H. Adler
Dept. of Biclogy & Microbiologr

cons in-GehkoshUniversity of wis
Oshkosh, “? 24901. USA

Dear Pr Adder

Ple: Find enclosed 4a reprint of
Conservalion of the Nicobar Megapode
in Biological Conservation,

“ith beet wishes
Yours Sincerely

RK Sankran.

lel

my article ‘Oastribation, Status and
Mesapodius uicobariensis that appeared



June
To
fom “hitaker
MOBT
Post Bag No 4.
Mamallapuram 6003 104.

Dear Kom,

I just get back from the Nicobar isiands where T looked at the impact sf
nest

collect
ten

on the edible nest swiftlet derodramus fuciphesus, The situation
is ¢rim th verhape $3 - 95% loss of

population
having already oocurred due

to extensd ve nest harvesting over the last fes years,

A symposia / serkehop regarding the conservation of the A & N islands j

certeiniv a much needed cne. ZS1 upparenti; plans te conduct a seminar this
winter on the A & N islands, and a

nesting
/ workshop of interested

conservationists with experience in the tslands either immeciate ly pricr te
or subsequent to that seminar will be of wreat use. L will see if this can be

formalised. Hope to communicate further with sou on this.

With best wishes
Yours sincereiv

R Sankaran



M

ohiiv St.
hedev. CA 94705 USA

1 H

bear Ar Bavless,

Mv apologies for this delay in replying to vou. but if only gust get back from
the Niccbec istanun. Eeparding the information that vou asked about the water
monitor liszard:

1, Distribueton: Ail Nicobar felands excepting Chaure and email eoutiving
islands in the great Micubar Group.

on2, Sightings: Fairly common, T probabiy sighted this animal between 39 and 7

times. Most animals however are guite small .< 2-9 ft) and larger animale (:
9 ft} were seen less than 8-10 times. This is probably because they are hunted
quite oxtensbiely for meat.

3. Faeces: NOt seen.

4. iy

verry aitthe op onl» seasonal surface water), though on a few occasions,
aisturbea animals took to water, one of which hid at the bottom of a pool for
ever o-9 manutes (1 got bored and moved off").

o. Photographs. Enaciosed is a slide of a large moniter (: 4 ft) on the
apode mound. in dliew of which wou could send me film (preferabls

hodabchrome O64 ASA process prepaid shich is neither available nor can be
pro

h his is

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

L
Rk Sankaran



7 June }
To
Dr Sevmour
Associate Proregser
Zouied. Department
The Voiversity of Adelaide
Adelaide, South Australia 3005

Dear Da Sevmour,

I just ¢ot back from the Nicobar islands <here I looked at. the Lmpact of mostcollection on the edible mest swiftlet 4erodramus fuciphagus. The situationts grim with perhaps 83 - 55 % lose of population having already occurred dineto e.fensite nest harvesting over the last fee vears,
To hope te shortls commence seological studies of the Nicobar megapodethe major thrust areus being heat generation sources and Variations between
types of mounds amd social organisation. I certain vy think that it vould beuseful for us to combine resources and look forward to communicating Purther“ath vou.

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

RK Sankaran



June
Ta
Mr Samar Singh
Secretary General
Worid Wide Pund for Nature
172-8 Lodi Estate .
New Delhi 110 903

Dear Sir,
i just gat back from the Nicobar islands where I looked at the status of theedible nest swiftlet Adercdramus fuciphagus, 4 study that was funded br WhF
through TRAFFIC India. The situation is

grin
with perhaps 85-95% loss of

population having already occurred due to extensive nest harvestine over thelast few vears, I will be sending a detailed 1report shortly.
1 fand the document ‘Biodiversity conservation in the Andaman & Nicobarislands -Proposed activities’ fairly comprehensive. I would like te suggest

—the inclusion of the following under the First Priority.
1. Development of a framesork

9 r Touris
The problem is that the A & N islands : enecuraging tourism in a ver hig
Way. and it appears that no area / is Beach is invialate, some of which
may threaten tribal jifsstyles and flora and tauna, particularly nesturtles. 4 strict [ramework neede to be defined, ident ifving islands or areas
that can be opened to tourism, and the hind of infrastructure development that
can be done.

Yi

ingaan

2. Trade in animal products
There is an enormous and unregulated trade in animal products particularivshell, shark, sea cucumber, edible nest ssiftlet and red corals, and perhaps.
mans more. This has to be vers high on priority as ecisting populaucions have
apparent. leon Sou mated dus to the trade, Areas that need tu be addressedcould include working out a framework for the aust ainable exploitation of

Nistands’. 1 find this .aeue, and it needs tobe well ‘defined. Care needs tea
be taken to ensure that cultarally and wcologically sensitive areas are not
dejuged bs nature enthusiasts, something that is akin to axecessi.2 tourism’

it cs heartening to see "RE taking a keen in the \ kX isjanids, at
a Cime when the islands are particularly vatnerable to the forces of
unconstrained development. 1 will be happy to assuciat= with and ghpsert vouractivities in anvwar that | can,

bh h

R Sankaran



2
BiZdLifeINTERNATIONAL

Wellbrook Court
Girton Road

Cambridge CB3 ONA UK
Tel +44 223 277318
Fax +44 223 277200

Ravi Sankaran 22/IN/1
SACON RPC/rpc
Kalampalayam
P.O. Coimbatore - 641 010
INDIA 15 June 1994

THREAT TO GREAT NICOBAR ISLAND

Dear Mr. Sankaran,
In response to your letter of 11 January 1994 informingBirdLife of the progress of the proposal to build a Free Port
on Great Nicobar Island, I have been investigating the impact
such a development would have.

I would greatly appreciate some clarification of how great a
threat you believe the proposed development to be, especiallywith regard to the threatened and endemic bird species present.
In a previous letter to Richard Grimmett (of 27 December 1993)
you suggested that Shell was a primary mover in the project.Shell, however, deny any involvement or knowledge of the
project, and there have been no recent press releases in the UK
regarding any developments in the Nicobar Islands. I would,
therefore, be most grateful if you could send me any further
details you are aware of, so that BirdLife can take the
appropriate action.

Thank you very much for your help.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Clay
Volunteer to the Asia Division

International Council for Bird Preservation
Registered Charity No. 286211

President: Donal C. O’Brien Jr « Chairman: Mats Segnestam »* Director-General: Christoph Imboden



Phone : 21321 {O]
21260 [R}

Fax No.: 03192-30113

C.P.OBERAI,IFS
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

&
Secretary

D.O. No. F 7 (1.DAEnvironment and Forests

Andamen & Nicobar tslands
Port Blair 744102

23rd -

22 1995Oated June 19

Dear hv Sala ovom 4

I have gone through your letter of 16 June 1995
regarding survey of edible-nest swiftlet in the Nicobar
Group of Islands.

Your letter reveals many startling facts on which
our department should take action immediately. We are
keen that these species should prosper well in these
islands.

I shall be happy to have your report so that I may
advise Chief Wild Life Warden and other officers to take
required action in the matter. We also have to seek
cooperation of the general public, other departments,
defence forces and village heads to see that the
population of swiftlets does not fall down.

With best wishes,

Yours sypcerely,

Pm. ( Oberai)
Dr. R Sankaran,
Scientist,
Division of Avian Ecology,Salim Ali Centre for Ornithologyand Natural History,
Kalampalayam P.O.,
Coimbatore - 641 010,
INDIA.



2BirdifeINTERNATIONAL

Wellbrook Court
Girton Road

Cambridge CB3 ONA UK
Tel +44 223 277318
Fax +44 223 277200

Dr Ravi Sankaran 29/1/S/BTW
SACON MC

Kalampalayam P.O.
Coimbatore 641 010
INDIA 11 July 1994

REVIEW OF DRAFT BIRDS TO WATCH TEXTS FOR INDIA

Dear Ravi,
Thank you very much for your letter of 14 June, and the
extremely helpful information and comments on the birds species
endemic to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It was very
reassuring to learn that the natural habitats on these island
groups remain largely pristine, and that many of the species
which we provisionally listed as threatened are better treated
as near-threatened or "safe / low risk".

We decided to draft texts for these species because there
seemed to be very little published recent information available
on their status. Since then, we have received a copy of your
report on the Nicobar Scrubfowl survey, and had therefore
already learned that habitat remains largely intact in most of
the Nicobar Islands, and that you recorded many of the endemic
species in the course of your work.

I agree that we should list most of the endemic Andaman and
Nicobar species as near-threatened. The only ones which I
think we should still include at threatened are:

1. Nicobar Scrubfowl: the results of your survey suggest that
the minimum total population may be below 10,000 mature
individuals, and that a combination of threats (localised
habitat destruction, hunting for food and egg collecting)
are likely to be causing a continuing population decline.
This population size (<10,000) and the inferred rate of
decline trigger criterion Cl, so it still qualifies as

"Vulnerable", even though it is clearly not under immediate
threat of extinction.

2. Andaman Crake: there seem to be very few recent records of
this species, which could conceivably be rather specific in
its habitat requirements and therefore have a low total
population and be vulnerable to localised threats. Asa
precautionary measure, this should be included until better
information is available.

International Council for Bird Preservation
Registered Charity No. 286211

President: Donal C. OBrien Jr * Chairman: Mats Segnestam * Director-General: Christoph Imboden



3. Narcondam Hornbill.

4. Nicobar Bulbul: the apparent population decline which you
noted in parts of its very small range qualifies this
species as threatened.

Please let me know as soon as possible if you disagree strongly
with any of the above, so that we can make further amendments
before the book is published (note that we go to press in early
August). This edition of Birds to watch will be presented as a
candidate list for the forthcoming Asian Red Data Book
Programme, which will allow a comprehensive compilation of the
data on these species and a more considered judgement on
whether they are truly globally threatened. We look forward to
working with yourself and your colleagues at SACON on this
exciting new project.
I mentioned your recent work on the Nicobars to Nigel Collar,
the editor of the BirdLife journal, Bird Conservation
International, who expressed an interest in publishing a paper
on the status of the Nicobar endemic species, or of the Nicobar
Scrubfowl. If you are interested, please contact Nigel
directly. It would also be interesting to know who has done
Similar work in the Andamans, as there seems to be a similar
lack of published recent information from there.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Le Orrb-y

Mike Crosby,
Research Officer (Asia Programme)
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SOCIETY FOR ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ECOLOGY
Post Box No. 63, Port Blair-744101 ,

A & N Islands

2ist July, 1995.

Dear Dr. Sankaran,

After receiving your letter dated 16th June, ‘95 regarding
the status of the edible-nest swiftlet in the Nicobar Islands,
I had been waiting anxiously for a copy of your report before
initiating any action. Since the report did not reach me so

far, 1 decided to write to you because postal service here is
notorious. Please ensure mailing me a copy by Speed Post at
your earliest convenience.

Incase your full report is not yet ready, I would appre-
ciate receiving a brief outline to enable us to initiate
some positiveyvaction.

Edible=nest swiftlets are not generally visible even in
the coastal stretches of Andaman today. But I remember that
even in late sixties, they used to nest even in the Govt.
House (now RAT NIAS) anc were very common even at Port Blair.

Vie would, naturally welcome your study in the Andamans
and would render all possible assistance. Kindly feel free
to call upon our services whenever you feel the need.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(SAMIR ACHARYA).

To.
Dr. R. Sankaran,
Scientist,
Division of Avian Ecology,
Balim Ali Centre for Ornithoé@agy & Natural History,
Kalampalayam P.O.,
Coimbatore-641 010.

USE HANDMADE RECYCLED PAPER : SAVE TREES GENERATE EMPLOYMENT



31 Juiv. Logs

fami surry for this delay ino whiting to vou. Gur computers had crashed, and
Lose treble to retreive infromation concerning issues that we haa discussed,
Myo voseureh on the sudemie avifauna of the sicubar isiands has esstubilshed
the ueed fOr ats cipbovement ita ile protected ares network of tne letaimd

grup, “Tee trea ub Ue addiessed ai the eariicet.

Single core area o cobar, the Uireat Miceuvar Sationar fark. excludiig
all idiabiced areus fuuffes ome), una covering a Lendisturb. doand visting
fore:ts. Pdierent te bnis as the aouuiciwion of a conf land that belongs
te tne iidian wipforee at Endiva bom. To have & eivel te understand that
the Aibforce abe mo loueer incereste-d tin this area, ano ape going io ¢ have

Biven wt tp. This area is ecologically much
tou

Important te be pul to any use

other that che conservation of HModiverstity. Eqqualiv important te Clie tie

of the centra: portion of -Great stocbar, betn een Lhe two @:

Paris into ihe core area. The East ect padd masses through tnis area, and
pth Chheneese de ore OSE Pon anwedi blan. saeco giaplat. ot

of the central portion of Great Nicobar; utc voad. The fo:
are pristine, and wnuet be given National park status,

Friotrty 2: The Nancowry Biosphere heserve.
Pne Nancowrs sub stoup Has ie aiidaue flera and fauna, With respecte te
endemic avidauna, If lg the most important group im the Nieubar isiands and
deserves protection. However, the islands in the group are emai. all of which
ape popuiated and protecting the arsa adequatety will be 4 cnaiiemesiby Lack.
Ratchball, Camorta, bancownrs ana

Libaneheng
> four islands in this gaouj



The bichogical uniqueness of the Nicobar islands need no emphasis. Pim deere:

adequate legislature 12 enacted, the biological ‘-ealith
particulariy at a Ome Wher fbahecary Zale

apparently overides overy other censideration. bum convinced that thaw Febuary

@ooadee‘ser’s lnagdiversity
encompass. all remainign

concerned that unless
the Naccbars ai: threate

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

hi
Ko jsnkaran
Screntist
Div. of Avian Ecology

AL duly, L000.

i

tik planning cof a protected area tharul

forests.tr



To
Mr Valmik Thappar
19, Kautilya Marg
New Delhi 21

Dear Valmik,

Iam sorry for this delay in writing to you. Our computers had crashed, andI was unable to retreive infromation concerning issues that we had discussed.My research on the endemic avifauna of the Nicobar islands has establishedthe need for an improvement in the protected area network of the islandgroup. My research has also revealed excessive levels of trade in certainspecies of fauna,

Prioirty 1: Redesigning the Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve.The core areas of the Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve are inadequate because:(1) they do not cover all undisturbed and contiguous forests of the Nicobarislands: (2) they have left the southern tip, the single largest stretch of flatcoastal forest which is very important for the Nicobar Megapode usprotected;(3) a broad stretch of pristine forest, critical to the Shompen (a scheule tribe)has been left unprotected between the two Naticnal Parks. The Buffer zone ofthis Biosphere reserve is also not functional, It lies in pristine forests thatare not used by man, and hence defeating the very purpose of buffer zonesin Giosphere Reserves, which are to be areas of multiple use,
A proposal for the redesigned Biosphere Reserve is enclosed. [ propose asingle core area on Great Nicobar, the Great Nicobar National Park, excludingall inhabited areas {buffer zone}, and covering all undisturbed and pristineforests. Inherent to this is the acquisition of 2000 acres of land that belongsto the Indian Airforce at Indira Point. T have been given to understand thatthe Airforce are no longer interested in this area, and are going to / havegiven it up. This area is ecologically much too important to be put to any useother that the conservation of Biodiversity. Fqually important is the inclusionof the central portion of Great Nicobar, between the two existing NationalParks into the core area, The East West road passes through this ares, andany further demographic or policy changes in Great Nicobar will result inpressures along this road. The forests of the central portion of Great Nicobarare pristine, and must be given National park status.
Prioirty 2: The Nancowry Biosphere Reserve.The Nancowry sub-group has its own unique flora and fauna. With respect toendemic avifauna, it is the most important group in the Nicobar islands anddeserves protection. However, the islands in tne group are smali, ail of whichare populated and protecting the area adequately will be a challenging task.Katchall, Camorta, Nancowry and Tillanchong are four islands in this groupwhere core areas can be established (see enclosure}.
The biological uniqueness of the Nicobar islands need no emphasis. I’m deeply



concerned that unless adequate legislature is enacted, the biological wealth of
the Nicobars is threatened, particularly at a time when monetary gains
apparently overides every other consideration. IT am convinced that the future
of Nicobar’s biodiversity lies in the planning of a protected area that
encompasses all remainign pristine forests,

Priority 3:

I am enclosing an abstract of relevant sections of a report that is under
preparation on the ‘Impact of nest collection on the edible nest swiftlet in the
Nicobar group of islands’,

The highlights are:
1. If the situation in the Nicobar islands are indicative, then in the Andaman
& Nicobar islands the decline due to nest collection in population of the
Edible-nest swiftlet is to the tune of 75% or more.
2. Nest collection is excessive and unconstrained, is carried out irrespective
of time of breeding season and no population of the swiftlet is exempt from
collection pressures. Location of colonies (cliff faces) makes protection of
nesting colonies extremely difficult.
3. Under the present circumstances, nest collection in the Andaman & Nicobar
islands cannot be regulated on a sustainable basis.

Based on my study I recommend
1. The swiftlets (Collocalia and Aerodramus) are brought under the Wildlife
Protection Act either in Schedule II or Schedule I immediately.
2. As all trade in swiftlet nests are by the passenger ships proper checking
{similar to customs at airports) needs to be carried out on a regular and
sustained basis at all ports. This will effectively regulate trade in other animal
products as well.

After my survey, I have begun considering the Edible-nest Swiftlet as one of
India’s most severely exploited and most neglected species, and am extremely
pleased to see that the Ministry is contemplating action to conserve this
species. I would be delighted to assist vou in any other way I can. I will be
sending copies of my report as soon as it is ready, hopefully by mid
September.

Priority 4:
I am also deeply concerned, about the exploitation of certain marine species,
namely sharks, seacucmbers and shells such as Tockus, Nautilus and Turbo.
As with the edible-nest swiftlet harvest is uncontrolled and excessive and
populations have visibly or are reported to have declined significantly
everywhere. While these species can be utilised in a sustainable manner, the
existing and projected exploitation levels are much too high for existing
populations to sustain it. There is an immediate need for a total ban on the
collection and trade in these species in the Andaman & Nicobar islands.

I urge you to initiate neccessary action at Delhi to ensure that the immense
biological wealth of the Andaman & Nicobar islands receive the protection that
they deserve. I would be delighted to assist you in any other way I can.

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

4

R Sankaran
Scientist
Div. of Avian Ecology



1 August, 1995To
Dr Shekhar Singh
c/o WW¥F-india (Secretariat:
172 B Lodi Lstate
New Derhi

Dear Sir,

am sorry for this delay in writing to vou. Qur computers had crashed, andwas unabie to retreive infromation concerning issues that we had discussed.Iv researcn on che endemic avifauna of the Niccbar islands has establishedthe need for an improvement in the protected area network of the islandgroup. My research has also revealed excessive levels of trade in certainspecies of fauna.

i
I

Prioirty 1: Redesigning the Great Niccbhar Biosphere Reserve.The core areas of the Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve are inadequate because:(1) they de not cover all undisturbed and contiguous forests of the Nicobarislands; (2) they have left the southern tip, the single largest stretch of flatccastal foresc which is vers important for the Nicobar Megapode unprotected;i3} a bread stretcn of pristine fovesi, critical to the Shompen ia scheule tribe)has been left unprotected between the two National Parks. The Buffer zone ofthis Biosphere reserve 1s alse not functional, It lies in pristine forests thatare not used by mnan, and hence defeating the very purpose of buffer zonesin Bicsphere Reserves, which are to be areas of multiple use.
A proposal for the redesigned Biosphere Reserve is enclosed. I propose a“single core area ou Great Nicobar, the Great Nicobar National Park, excludingall inhabited areas ibuffer zone), and covering all undisturbed and pristineforests, Inherent to this is tne acguisition of 2609 acres of land that helongsto the Indian Airforce at Indira Point. IT have pee given to understand thatthe Airforce are no ionger interested in this area, and are going to / havegiven it up. This area 1s ecologically much too important to be put ta any usecther that the conservation of Biodiversity. Eyually important is the inclusionof the central portion of Great Nicobar, between the two existing NationalParks into the core area. The East West road passes through this area, andany further demographic or policy changes in Great Nicobar will result inpressures along this road. The forests of the central portion of Great Nicobarare pristine, and must be given National park status.
Prioirty 2: The Nancowry Biosphere Reserve.The Nancowry sub-group has its own unique flera and fauna. With respect toendemic avifauna, it is the mosl important group in the Nicobar islands anddeserves protection, However, the islands in the group are smal, all of whichare populated and protecting the area adequately will be a challenging task.Katchall, Camorta, Nancowry and Tillanchong are four islands in this groupwhere core areas can ue established (see encicsure).
The biological uniqueness of the Nicobar islands need no emphasis. I'm deeplyconcerned that unless adequate legislature is enacted, the biological wealth ofthe Nicohbars is threatened, particularly at a time when monetary gainsapparently overrides every other consideration. I am convinced that the futureof Nicobar’s biodiversity lies in the planning of a protected area thatencompasses all remainign pristine forests.



The biological uniqueness of the Nicobar islands need no emphasis. I’m deeply
concerned that unless adequate legislature is enacted, the biological wealth of
the Nicohars is threatened, particularly at a time when monetary gains
apparentiv overides every other consideration. I am convinced that the future
of Nisobar’s biodiversity lies in the planning of a protected area that
encompasses all remainign pristine forests,

Priority 3:

T am enclosing an abstract of reievant sections of a report that is under
preparation on the ‘Impact of nest cohecticn on the edible nest swiftlet in the
Nicobar group of islands’.

The highlights sre:
1. If the situation in the Nicobar islands are indicative, then in the Andaman
& Nicohar islands the d@cline due to nest collection in population of the
Edible-nest swiftlet is to the tune of 75% or more.
2. Nest collection is excessive and unconstrained, is carried ont irrespective
of time of breeding season and no population of the swiftlet is exempt from
collection pressures. Location of colonies {cliff faces) makes protection of
nesting calonies extremely difficult.
3. Under the present circumstances, nest coilection in the Andaman & Nicobar
islands cannot be regulated on a sustainable basis.

Based on my studv I recommend
l. The swiftlets (CollocalNa and jAerodramus) are brought under the Wildlife
Protection Act either im Schedule II or Schedule I immediately,
2. As all trade in swiftlet nests are by the passenger ships proper checking
isimilar tc customs at airports} needs to be carried out on a regular and
sustained basis at all ports. Tnis will effectively regulate trade in other animal
products as well.

After my survey, I have begun considering. the tdibie-nest Swiftilet as one of
India’s most severely exploited and most neglected species, and am extremely
pleased to see that the Ministry is contemplating action to conserve this
species. I would be delighted to assist you in any other way I can. I will be
sending cepies of my report as soon as it is ready, hopefully by mid
September,

Priority 4:
T am also deeply concerned about the exploitation of certain marine species,
namely sharks, seacucmbers and shells such as Tockus, Nautilus and Turbs.
As with the edible-nest swiftlet harvest is uncontrolled and execestive ane
populations have visibly or are reported to have declined significantly
evervwhere. While these species can be utilised in a sustainable manner, the
existing and projected exploitatioin.levels are much too high for existing
populations to sustain it. There is am immediate need for a total ban on the
collection and trade in these species in the Andaman & Nicobar islands.

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

#
R Sankaran , ;

Scientist
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the Nicobars is cthreatencd, particularly at a time when monetary gains
apparentiy overides every other consideration. I am convinced that the future
of Nicobar’s biodiversity lies in the planning of a protected area that
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Dr. Ravi Sankaran
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology
and Natural History

Kalampalayam P.O.
COIMBATORE 641 010
INDIA

LEIDEN, 29 August 1995

Dear Ravi,

Thank you for letter of July 28th and sorry for the delay in answering, but it is the holiday
season in Holland.

Congratulations on the grant for your megapode project. That really is good news. You
have a great opportunity to study in more detail one of the members of the fascinating
megapode family. I will be in the UK next month at a meeting of the World Pheasant
Association. I will discuss your request with Keith Howman and see what I can do for
you.

Can you make a short summary (or may I summarize) your proposal A study of the
breeding ecology of the Nicobar Megapode Megapodius nicobariensis for the next
Megapode Newsletter under the heading ‘Project Updates’? You must have received the
latest Newsletter (Vol. 9 (1), May 1995) to see what the contents is and how long (or better
how short) these summaries are. I think your proposal should be summarize there to
inform our readers of your plans.

Finally, as promised long ago, you will find my checklist of the birds I saw on Great
Nicobar, including some seabirds on my way to and from it. I hope it is useful. If you have
questions, please ask, or if there is something you can explain to me regarding the notes I
have added, I am eager to hear them.

All the best with the preparation for your work.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Leu
ené Dekker



5 September, 1995

To
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
Andaman & Nicobar Forest Department
Port Blair
Andaman & Nicobar Islends

Dear Sir,

Our Project on the endemic avifauna of the Andaman & Nicobar islands has
finally been sanctioned (a 2 year delay!), and our next phase of work will be
to study the ecology of the megapode and the Andaman teal in detail. I hope
to return to the Andaman & Nicobar islands in the first week of November.

Just while my report on the Edible-nest Swiftlet was being finalised, our
computers crashed. A two week delay in getting it functional again resulted
in my schedules having gone completely awry. I left Coimbatore on the Ist of
August, on a one month tour of western India, in connection with our efforts
to conserve the Lesser Florican, and I’m afraid that the final report of the
swiftlet survey will be ready only around the t0-15 of September.

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

R Sankaran



5 September, 1995

To
The Chief Wildlife Warden
Andaman & Nicobar Forest Department
Port Blair
Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Dear Sir,

Trust that you had an excellent study tour of U.K. Our Project on the endemic
avifauna of the Andaman & Nicobar islands has finally been sanctioned (a 2
year delay!), and our next phase of work will be to study the ecology of the
megapode and the Andaman teal in detail. I hope to return to the Andaman &
Nicobar islands in the first week of November.

Just while my report on the Edible-nest Swiftlet was being finalised, our
computers crashed. A two week delay in getting it functional again resulted
in my schedules having gone completely awry. I left Coimbatore on the lst of

' August, on a one month tour of western India, in connection with our efforts
to conserve the Lesser Florican, and I'm afraid that the final report of the
swiftlet survey will be ready only around the 10-15 of September.

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

R Sankaran



8 September 1995

Equipment requirements for the the Andaman & Nicobar Bird Project

The following equipment are required for the Andaman & Nicobar bird project,
and have been budgeted and sanctioned in the Project. Director may please
give approval for calling of quotations / placing of orders for the same.

Within India purchase

Snos Item Specification Nos. Approx cost

1. Muffle Furnace 100x100x225 mm ] 7750
2. Max-imin thermometre 2

3. Hair hygrometre 2

4, Raingauge 2

5. Stopwatch 2
6. Tally counter a
7. 2Dissection set

Equipment to be imported

Sno Specifications Model Cat. nos Nos. $/p Total

1. Compass & clinometre MC-1b 37166 2 34,95 69.90
2. Rangefinder 15-180m 620 38983 2 89.95 179,90
3. Vernier calipers 31-415-3 59591 2 66.00 132.00
4, Lux metre 92524 2 119.00 275.50

Carrying case . 92525 2 15,00
9V Battery 02179 2 3.50

5, Binoculars (Pentax 8x42 Roofprism) 91407 2 279.00 558.00
6. Leupold spotting scope 20x 50mm 61090 ] 198.50 498.50
7. Tripod 9PL15 } 99,25 99,25
8. Pesola Balance 380.85

a. 50g x 0.5 g 120K 93536 2 39.95
b. 100g x 1 g 130K 93537 2 39,95
c, 500g x 5g 145K 93539 24 39.95

d. lkg x 10g 160K ~ 93540 2 38.95
e. 2.5k2 x 50g 175K 92551 2 31.25
f. Replacement hook 93552 5 0.95

Total US $2193.90 or Rs 72398.70

“peed Pom Sanheran
Principal Investigator Co-invesligator

vn



8 September 1995

Division of Avian Ecolossy

The following equipment are to be included in the pass book for free import.

fquipment to be imporled from available funds

Sno Specifications Model NOS, $/p Total Rupees
1.) Compass & clinometre MC-2D 2 34.98 69,90 2306, 702 tangefinder 15-180m 620 2 29,95 179,90 5936.70
3. Vernier calipers 81-415-3 2 66,00 132.00 ARBBLOO
+. Lux metre 2 Ph9.00 9091.50

Carrying case 2 15,00
9V Battery 2 3.50

S. Binoculars (Pentax 8x42 Roofprism) 2 279,00 558.00 IB-AP4.00
6. Leupold spotting scope 20x 50mm ] 498.50 198.40 16450,50
7. Tripod ] 99,25 98,25 B27T3.258 Pesola Balance 380,85 12568,05

a, 50g + 0.5 ¢g 120k 2 R995 79,90
b. 100g x. 1 g 130k 2 39,905 79,90
e. 500g x Se 145k 2 39,95 79,90

d. Ike x 10¢ 160K 2 36.95 73.90
e. 2.0kg x 50¢ 175k 2 31.25 62.50
f. Replacement hook 3 0,95 1.75

9. Sound recording equipment 42000,00

398

Equipment to b por te fron tc bye itfunds y«

10, Soil-respirometre with 1 209000,00
temperature probes

Il, Radiotelemtery receiver & 1 100000,00
9 collars

300000,00
Total 41.1398.70

Add fO% PPE yO,87

Total value of equipment to be imported (to nearest 1000) 16600090

|

Lon Jeunewoes
Principal Scientist Sepontist



8 September 1995

Field Book requirements for the the Andaman & Nicobar Bird Project

Two copies each of the following books are required far the field identifieation
of birds and other fauna for two Cield stations im the Andamiatr & Nicobar
islands. Director may please approve the purchase of the same.

1. Ali, S. & Ripley, S.D. 1987. Handbook of the birds of India & Pakistan.
Compact Edition. Oxford Univ. Press,

2, Prater, S.H. L971. The book of Tadian animatis. BNEES,.

3. Daniel, J.C. 1989. The book of Indian reptiles, BNIS.
4, Whittaker, R. 1978 Common Indian Snakes.
5. King, B.F., Dickinson, B.C. & Woodcock, M.U, 1975, A field guide to the

birds of sduth-east Asia. Collins, London.
6. Bhushan, B. et al. 1993. A field guide to the waterfowl of Asia. Asian

Wetland Bureau.

(Cam
Now havin

Principal Investigator Co-investigator



17 September 1993To
Dr Vibhu Prakash
Bombay natural History Society
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road
Opp. Lion Gate
Bombay 23

Dear Vibhu,

We have commenced a long term project to study the endemic avifauna of theNicobar islands. of which the Nicobar Megapode is a target species,
We plan to studvrin detail, the mound dvnamics of the Nicobar Megapode andmore particularly, mound fidelity, territories in relation to mound positionand number of pairs that share mounds. To achieve our objectives, we intendcolour marking our study birds for individual identification.
Twrite this letter to rou with the request that the BNHS mav please loan ourproject 10 mist nets so as ta enable us to trap our studv birds. These netswili be returned and/or replaced as soon as we have colour machked «all thebirds that need to study. I would be extremely grateful if these could reachus bi about the middle of October as I haope to leave for the Nicobar islandsby the lst of November.

Trust all is well with vou.

Thanking vou
Yours sincerely

R Sankaran



. 50 September 1995To
The Director
SACON

Through the Principal Scientist
Div. of Avian Ecology

Sub: Participation of co-investigator in the selection of JRF in the Andaman& Nicobar bird project.

Dear Sir,
T wish to participate in the interview of JREs in the Andaman & Nicobar birdproject. Tobelieve that To should le play a orale in the selection of candidatesbecause:

1, My first assignment after joining SACON in August 1992 was ta prepare theproject proposal for the Andaman & Nicabar endemic bird project. To have beendeeply involved in all aspects of this project, and have already done aconsiderable amount of field work for this. Since so much has teen investedby me in the project, T helieve that not only must tobe involved in everystage of the project, but that T must have some sav in who shauld work asJRF in the project.

2, As the project in the Andaman & Nicobar islands will entail up to G or 7months of field work, and as T will be not only closely interacting with theJRFs, buk that they will also be living with te, T helieve that T should havesome say in who the JRFs will he.

With these in mind, T request you to permit me to participate in the selectionof IRFs for my project.

Thanking you
Yours sincerely

{2 On Van havan
R Sankaran
Scientist.
Div. of Avian Feology

Doe vMT pir Me eh

Da \q Vay.



28 September 1944Ue

Mr Ske Crosby
irdlife International

well brook Cotet, Girton Road
VembridgeCha ONA, UK.

fi

T saw your etter daced Ll July onty on getting back recently from a statusof the jiesserv florican,

scrub fowi Vulnerable js certeiniy preferable to ondar gered,peputation size which 7 believe to he ecatisfactor Vouub he cause
HS species (anda group) makes it particularly sensailive is ian.

Th

of oAaMar crabe. i am against tne classification of a species as threatenedeGloiv Bevatise Licre te me intormation on it. There are very few recent record:
SimMpis because there has veen barely any birding done in the \ndamains'

S.OSaPp Onda Garni. My mailer reservation in the eattecia to define status is
tatloge sire Taas apperently remained uachanged, or whohave nmol teen an ane 4 as influeaced be Nth 4is0 Warrant classification as

endangered, when the criteria are spplied, \
woud example is the Serco damnornbil wheeh is khpowo to be commen an Nareandarnm (Hume late 18008, -smeastonearls GaOs, Hussain t970s & Vibhu Prakash 1992Oy, th a probable popotarpon

or G00 Uirds., Narcondam is pristine, bay ‘ely iukabthed, no agreultupe ceforestiv, otc the goats are already belre cleared out (most of which are retfree ranging). Narcomdam is a sanetvtary and there fe little possibilie. oi oathange ti land ase in the foreseeable future. The hornbill can become eacinct,presentiv, if the vaicano erupts, or some other such act of god tahes slace;Slearly human intervention is currently unnecessary

assifviny a species as endangered simpls based on fs numbers op Be gpee ofits patie Strichion is Necessary, previded a! there has been reduction inniimgbers Ane fooman and Bt that raambess eopiis potas seh wanipherenr ticles ay hbo ve
arer

heal characteristic of the species. # beclesnaturally and whore habitat is largelw intact cannot ke: iihed equal to a
species endangered bx human acts5. 1 believ €

Phat
an en:

dang.
°Ped epecies ts one

4. Nicobar bulbul. Threatened is appropriate,

have Use Justi ceceived a letter dated 30 Aptl 1999, enciozing a draft on theAssan Mlains from yout Anywav, | could not have helped vou there as HussainAaSt have mistaken!s mixed ap between me und Gautam Narayan, who iseurrently with the Jersey Wildlife Trust. He would be a goad person to comment
on dvafts on that region.

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

KR Sankaran



Neanp Sin,

Thave vrenuestod an advanee of F. TUARAZ= far eandueting the field work af
Pwo peejects fu) Andaman & Nie shes Died Project and (bh) Fdiblesnest Swiftlet
Project, T have requested thie a6 there are considerable postal delays
in. mail reaching Great Nieabap felerct, om hing peeeipb of funds in an instalmenthaste jomraetiond, paptierdarts oo ah the fade GH tie reaiuiived ly

AS SACON ees nob have arg ccrsi tn Pamphel) Pav, 7 may please he
perpiftedd fo opepate tha Pinescecs as ated for field work fhroueh ins aeceniytaf Port RBilsiy ond Campbell Bas,

1 December 1995To
The Peineipal Scientist (Auton Food }

SACON

Phave hooked my flight to Port Mor 5 TU, December, to commence field work



3 December 1995
To the Director
SACON

Through the Principal Scientist

Dear Sit

As per the clarifications required regarding advance for the study tour of
Andaman & Nicobar islands please note:

1, The expenditures envisaged,

Flight Port Blair ~ Madras 4500/-Local converance 1000/-
Inter-island ship 1000 /-
Hiring of boat for swiftlet survey 52000/-
DA 5000/-Technical assistants / local assistants 10000 /-

and incentives to nest callectors
Other projects costs (stationary, consumable etc.) 5000 /-

Total 79000/-

2. Necessity of the advance.
The advance requested will be used for conducting two projects (a) Andaman
& Nicobar Rird Project and f(b) Edible-nest Swiftlet Project. As the second
instalment of the Andaman & Nicobar bird project has not yet been received
by us, the funds of the Fdible-nest Swiftlet project will be used temporarily
to commence field work for the Andaman & Nicobar bird Project. Apart from
the funds necessary for establishing field stations and commencing field work
fabout Rs 15,000 to 20,000/-}, a working advance of Rs 10,000/- for each
Research Scholar is necessary in order ta do field work and pay the local
assistants. The study of harvest and nesting patterns of swiftlets will be done
between December and February for which boat and local assistant will have
to be hired which will cost approximately Rs 10,000. Thus between December
and February it is expected that there will be an expenditure of between Rs
40,000/- and 50,000/-. In February, the swiftlet survey of the Andaman islands
will commence, for which about Rs 40,000/- to Rs 60,000/- will be required,
As there are considerable postal delays in mail reaching Great Nicobar island,
often over a month, this makes receipt of funds on a monthly basis
impractical. Thus an adequate advance is important in the Andaman & Nicobar
islands to ensure smooth functioning of the project due to the remoteness of
the study areas.

3. To ensure security, the advance may be carried in the form of Travellers
Cheques.

Submitted to the Director for approval.

Thanking you
Yours sincerely

zd
R Sankaran
Scientist (Div. of Avian Ecology)



1h/ 12/ 15995
Camp;Fort Bleir

To
The Chief wildlife arden,
fh & WW Forest Departaent,
Port Bleir,
veer Sir,

Gur Institute hes been grented a longeterm project -
‘A Study on the tcolody, stitus snd onservi tion Ferspective
of certsin rere ensen fe evifeune of the A 3 N Islzndst, The
Stuuy 13 woGliy funled by che Ministry of tnvirennent of and

‘Forest, Zovernient of Indies :nd is for three yerrs, The

oojectives of the study are;-

le To #$sess the st .us of cndenic avifaune in the
fMdoaan end Nicud rr Islonds ond to fuentify taxa
which ere rere, thrertened or ends rmiercd,

2. To study the ecclojy cf ine Nicoorr Megspode,
HWerconuem ficrne§ll) cm che fnidansn Teel,

3e To re © conservetion nanajenent plen forrere endemic evifeune cf the An .anen & Nicover
Islends,
So fer we h ve done exhaustive survey of the Nicover

Islands Letweén veceaber 1992 to Hey 1995. The second vhase
we wish to study the ecology of the Hiccbar Megrpode snd the
Andzman Teal, Sesed on our er rilfer surveys we fuentified iwo
sites .ere both gosul. tions of the target species cre high
and there is sdequete legisitic sup-:ort, The siies «re kokeon
forest camp, Sreet Nicober for Wiccoer Aegapode and Interview
Islands Forest Camp for the Anueman Teel,

Ne request you to please grant us pernission to study
the ecology of the Wicover Megzpode and Andznan Te>l from
Decenber 1555 onwerus and pemait us tu stzy ct the sbove
mentioned canps to cerryout our Research Project,



Our Reseerch Tean is comprised of the following
indivivualss:

1. Or.(Mrs.) Lalitha Vijayan, Princtpal Scieneist
2, Dr. R. Sankaran, Sctentist
3. Mr. Ke Sivakumar, JRF - To stugy Megapods

4, Mr. R. Sakthivel,JRF ~ To study Andaman Teal

that
I trust/the support and logistic help that we heve

received in the pest will be continued so es to enable us
to successfully to complete our research study,

|

Youss sincerely,

(DB, R, SANKARAN)
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Salim All Centre for Ornithology & Natural History (SACON),
Kalampalayam P.O. Coimbatore 641 010

Two Junior Research Fellows (JRFs) are required for a three year
project ‘A study on the ecology, status and conservation
perspectives of rare and endemic avifauna of the Andaman &

Nicobar Islands’.

Quallfications : M.Sc, I/II class (minimum 55% marks) In

zoology/Wildlife Blology/Ecology/Environmental Science.

Emotuments: Consolidated. Rs.2500/- + HRA

Selection Procedures : The JRFs will be selected based on a
written examination and an Interview to be held at Coimbatore.
Application on plain paper should reach the Principal
Investigator of the project, SACON, within 15 days of this
advertisement, with the following details : 1. Name
2. Nationality 3. Age & Date of Birth 4. Address for
correspondence 5. Educational qualifications including school
leaving certificate, University or board, subjects, marks In
percentage or grade 6. Experlence 7. Signature of candidate
8. Passport slze photograph signed at the back.


