
Sal borer epidemic
Drive launched to stop
tree-felling in M-P
By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Jan. 13
"If a man is dying of deadly dis-

ease, his family and doctorswill try
to the very end to save him. But in
Mahdya Pradesh, the death war-
rant for over 10 lakh trees has been

infestation and there is no one to
save them," said Mr Samar Singh,
secretary general of WWF-India,
and Ms Pratibha Pande, environ-
mental activist.
Both of the them have launched

a campaign to stop the felling of sal
trees. They have appealed to En-
vironment Minister Saifuddin Soz
and Chief Minister Digvijay Singh

others before declaring the ail-
ment incurable.
An expert committee of fores-

ters, headed
byMi

the Chief of the
Indian Council for Forestry Re-
search and Education, Mr B. N.
Gupta, was appointed in Decem-
ber to study the problem at the
field level and report to the Minis-
try. However, Mr Gupta has been

away
in Indonesia.
e test of the team members

visited Jabalpur and other areas

from Dec. 10 and filed their report
on Dec. 16.
The committee has not reall

looked for any freshly researc
approached to solving the prob-
lem, and it is feared that Mr GGupta
may have merely endorsed the re-
port.
Mr Samar Singh, who has served

as Forest Secretary in M-P, has
taken up cudgels for the doomed
trees of the State and Mr Digvijay
Singh has ordered that no more
trees be cut. But the felling opera-
tions have been underway and
close to 4 lakh trees have already
been cut.
Despite the CM's latest order,

some 420,000 to 30,000 trees are
being cut every day. The reprieve
that has come is onlyy for heh sal
trees in national parks and sanc-
tuaries.
A public interest litigation

against the cutting of the trees has
been filed in the Jabalpur High
Court by a concerned citizen, but
the court has not stayed the felling.
With election fever mounting, the
cuting of 10 lakh trees seems in-
evitable.
The ICFR, Dehradun, has been

working on isolating kairomone, a

signedd by the deadly sal borer
because they have been

to seek the hel of forest entomo-
> agricu tural experts and

chemcial present in the sap of the
sal tree, which is what attracts the
borers.



'Renewal ofminingin Rajasthan likel
By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Jan. 15With five Udaipur-based com-Panies getting Central Govern-ment permission for temporaworking of their mines in forestareas, forest officials fear thatmin-ing activity may be renewed allover Rajasthan.
After the December interimorder of the Supreme Court ban-ning all activity in contravention ofthe 1980 Forest Co

about 1,500 mines had come to astandstill in the State. ButMessersWolkman Ltd.

succeeded in gettin
working permission" without the

reworking mines to five units..Waving the Ministry's clearance,

consonance with the Act. Now theEnvironment Ministry has onceagain blotted its book.

Owned by powerful Politicians andbureaucrats and the SupremeCourt order had left them chaf-: fing. Now taking advantage of the

: permissions:

The Ministrytaken advantage of its Nov.

a maximumPeriod of a year after the expiry of
For temporary renewal theagency should have submitted itsProposal to the ForestDepartmentat least a year before the expiry of

tate

Rajasthan has been one of theMost vocal States on decentralisa-tion of po
the

they have closed shop.
Even the State mines- Rajas-than Mines and Minerals Ltd. at

identify forest areas and to ensurecompliance: of the court directive:But within a month of the clampdown, reworkingofmines is on thecards.+

most of

=



Environmental clearance for -

Sanghi Ind project rejected
By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Jan. 18
The long drawn battle of Sanghi

Industries Ltd. and environmen-
talists has come full circle with the
Environment and Forest Ministry
rejecting environmental clearance

oing by the recommendations
of the Anil Agarwal Committee
the Ministry has informed Gujarat
High Court that the necessary
clearance can be considered only
after the Gujarat Government de-
termines the carrying capacity of
the region throughgh a coastal zone
management plan and installs a
system of monitoring and other
safeguards as suggested by ex-
peTts
Environment and Forest Minis-

ter Saifuddin Soz has taken p-
sonal interest in the case, locking
horns with officers in the Ministry
and making it clear that the Par-
liamentary Committee that went
off to inspect the site and do a re-
port had no business to do so with-
out his permission.

dustries for construction of a jet
in the Kharo Creek; an approac
road to the jetty from operational number o waders were seen on
backup area along with conveyor
for transportation of cement and
clinker; laying of intake water

desalination plant for discharge of
waste waters and some electric
transmission lines from operation-
al. back-up area to the cement
plant.
The World Wide Fund for Na-

ture had also filed a writ petition in
the Gujarat High Court and the
Court hhad directed the Central
sovernment to take a decision on

environmental clearance under
the coastal regulation zone noti-
fication of 1991.
The Environment Ministry line the mangroves of the re

appointed a committee, headed by were among the least disturMr Anil Agarwal to look into the
issue and report back to the Minis-
try. In his report to the Ministry,Mr Agarwal has pointed out that
the creek mangrove mud flat grass
bet ecosystem, offWestern Kutch,
is known to be ecologically sensi-
tive and is a productive natural
ecosystem providing livelihood
and fish to the population living
around it.
The Committee said that

Khauthar Bet joins the Kharo
Creek which has extensive mud
flats on one side andmangroves on
the other and that the outlet for the
project vessel is contemplated
along this creek.
Mr Agarwal point out that partof the approac road to the jetty tion

had been built on the mud flats
surrounding the southern side of
the bet. Hoofmarks of the Chink-
ara were seen on the bet.
The CRZ regulations had

already been violated with eight to
10 feet of soil being heaped on the get a picture of the environmental
mud flats. The Survey of India impact of the project on the ecosy- '

map sheets of 1990 showed that the
area fell within the west mangrove
reserve forests and the mangroves

the mud flats and 14 species of
birds identified.
At Chukh Creek the committee

plant/ saw good mangroves and residual
scatteredmangroves on either side
of the approach to Khauthar bet.
Facing the jetty on the opposite
bank, the committee found lux-
uriant growth of mangroves on
most mud flats.
During construction and actual

operation of the jetty, the commit-
tee: warned of. chronic oil spills
from barges. Bunkering, it said,

would have adverse impact on the '

mangroves and should be pre-
vented. Along the Gujarat coast-

continuous and most luxuriant.
The committee recommended

that the activities pro sed
To wsek,

San-
ghi Industries on
their future expansion, if any, and :

to San
other similar activities proposed

be re-
ty at uthar in Kutch district of

truction of a jet

by other companies should
viewed and evaluated within the
context of a regional coastal zone
management p an which concen-

vides for sufficientmitigationmea-
trates industrial activities and pro-

sures.
It was poited out that the com-

pany had sought separate clear-
ances for the captive limestone
mines, cement manufacturing
plant, captive jetty and wer ©

plant from the Gujarat State Pollu- :: .
try of Environment and Forests
between 1992 and 1996 and the :

appraising agencies could not ..

appreciate the total environmental
impact of the entire project. The
committee said it was not able to

a¢

1

stem.In July 196 the Minist
Ms Pratibha Pande and DrB. C.In-ceived a oposal from San

Choudhary from theWildlife Insti- "
:

tute, two experts of the commit-
ex-

ressing their reservation and dif- '

seemed in
pood

Iarge
tee, also wrote to the Minist

of the Chairman's report to the
.

Ministry.

ences with some crucial aspects

At the end of December Sanghi
Pipeline from er

Industries were heard byy the ex- -
perts again. Ms Pande raised fresh
points on creeks being used as"**
nursing ground by fish and marine
species and that clinker from the":
2.6million ton cement plant would

ae

dys

be sent to the grindin
away on Khauthar et by a con-
veyor belt.



Sawmills to buzz again in
By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Jan. 20
After a gap of over a year, some

sawmills will start buzzing again in
the North-East and some 7-8 lakh
cubic metres of illicitly felled tim-
ber- lying in the forests and de-

pots- will be sold.
On the basis of a public interest

litigation filed in the Supreme
Court against the December 1996
order which banned operation of
saw mills in the North-East unless
prior approval of the Central Gov-
ernment had been acquired, the
court has now permitted disposal
of timber. But first the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest has to
do an inventory of the felled tim-
ber in the State. This has to be
transported to specified forest de-
pots.
However, the court has said illi-

cit timber found with any offender
or abandoned in the forests would
be confiscated by the State Gov-
ernment.
The court order is based on the

and Forest Ministry. The panel
said that wood lying in the depots
for one or two years was decaying.
That was affecting its monetary
value and it should be disposed of
before the next monsoon.
Proliferation of wood-based in-

dustries was the main cause for the
degradation of forests in the
North-East. Sixty-four per cent of

oye MT.

the geographical area of these
states was under forests. However,
the experts said it was neither
feasible nor desirable to complete-
ly ban timber trade or the running
of wood-based industries.
Their number and capacities

had to be regulated for sustainable
availability of forest produce.
Wood-based. industries, the ex-

perts said, should be relocated in

specified industrial zones. Indust-
rial. requirements had to be sub-
ordinated to the maintenance of
environment and ecology and
bona fide local needs.
The Ministry of Environment

and Forest offered to open a sepa-
rate cell in the ministry and a satel-
lite office of the Forest Survey of
India in Shillong for the necessary
technical backup.
The court said logs found suit-

able for manufacture of veneer
and plywood would be processed
by the state in its factories and then
marketed freely.
Private timber owners whose

stocks have been cleared by the
high-power committee will have
the option of selling the timber

organised by the state forest de-
artments. State governments will ber) only to local tribals for their

ave to notify industrial units in
consultation with the Environ-
ment Ministry.
The state governments have to

ensure disposal of illegal timber
pack from the state for

before permitting the isposal of
authorised timber available with
the wood-based industries. Trans-

portation of the auctioned timber
outside the north-eastern states
will be through the railways only
under the supervision of the forest
department.

e court has said that the price
of the timber supplied to industries
should be at the market rate. The
existing royalty is to be reviewed
and raised.
Licences given to all wood-

committee without penalties have
the option of shifting to the indust-

months' time. Units which have
been penalised can approach the
committee before Feb. 9 for a li-
cence. The discretion of giving a
licence has been left to the com-
mittee. There is to be a morator-
jum.on issuing new licences for the
next five years.
Within 45 days state govern-

ments will have to identify forest
divisions where illegal fel ng has
taken place and initiate action
against those found responsible.
The existing permit system on

trees has been abolished and states
have been told to provide financial
assistance (in or in the form of tim-

bona fide use. This concessional
timber canot be sold.
The court has also said that the

money from sale.of seized timber,

raising forest plantations with the
help of the tribals.

based industries stand su
d by the

nded
and only industries cleare

in SIXrial estates to be develo

report of a high-powered comit
te, ap inted by the Environment either directly or in the auction

nalties, etc. be given

-42--*
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Caste-benefit study of projects mooted
By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Jan. 21
The shortage of trained technic-

al persons to do environment im-
pact assessment of projects was
clearly spelt out at a two-day con-
sultation of the Environment and
ForestMinistry's social audit panel
with chairpersons of Environment
Impact Assessment (EIA) Com-
mittees, NGOs and representa-
tives of industry.
While some NGOs maintained

that the data put forward for EIA
clearance was fudged, the chair-
man of an expert committee
pointed out that many of the con-
sultants did not have the equip-
ment or the expertise for doing an archaeologically and culturally
EIA. He stressed the need for
training as well as rating the con-
sultants.

At least two NGOs have sug-
gested that an independent En-
vironment Impact Assessment

project clearance, it was suggested
that the entire process of project
assessment be done through ex-
perts representing an independent
agency.
It was also suggested that the

guidelines for giving environment
Clearances should be updated and
strictly enforced. BothNNGOs and
some expert committee chairmen
Suggested that site clearance
should be sought for allmajor pro-
jects where large populations are
involved or ecological areas
affected. "A jan sunwai, (public
hearing) at the project site was
mooted.
Another activist suggested that

sensitive areas where no projects
will be permitted. This list of

industrialists with instructions to
keep off from them.
Representatives of the industry

spoke on the need for cutting de-
It lays in clearance and said that EIA

the entrepreneur.
An NGOGO representative who

was earlier on the thermal power
committee said since every project
would have some impact on the
environment, the project assess-
ment report should state if the eco-
nomic benefits outweighed the
damage to environment. While
cost-benefit analysis is now an
accepted norm, caste-benefit
analysis has now been proposed.
Who benefits from a project- the
affluent, uppr crust living in the
big cities or do some of the benefits
reach the poor, the tribals and
those whose lands are taken?
It was also suggested that the

benefits ofmining and power pro-
jects should be sharedwith the loc-
al people and the land-for-land
compensation model made man-
datory for resettlement projects.
Only a third of those ousted since
Independence had been resettled,

Annual mandatory revalidation
of projects cleared andmonitoring
network of projects cleared was
also proposed. A major grievance
of theNGOs has been that the con-
ditions of clearance are seldom
observed.
Several NGOs were unhappy

with the Centre's decision to de-
centralise clearance of 250 mega
watts power projects. If there was
to be decentralisation, clearances
should be by the people and not
the State Government, it was .

pointed out. "Is our environment. »

so good that we can reverse the
1994 EIA notification," asked an ;

NGO associated with the Minis-
try's expert committees for several
areas. "States will put out adver-.
tisements in newspapers to attract.
business saying 'no environmental
barriers' here."
However, former environment

secretary R. Rajamani said it was
wrong to assume that all know-
ledge was vested only in the Cen-
tre.
Mr Abid Husain, former civil

servant nowwith the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation, said the environmen-
tal paradigm was beinggz added to
the economic one to check those
with vested interest. A people's
constituency for environment had
to be built. Mr Husain supported
large projects which capture the
imagination of people like the
Ganga Action Plan. The meeting
was presided by retired Supreme
Court judge, Justice Pathak.

tuaries, vir n forests and
list be prepared of wildlife sanc-

en areas', it was suggested, it was pointed out.should be circulated in advance to

Authority like the Central Pollu
ton Control Board be set up

the Ministry Since consultants'
should be outside the purview of reports were within the ambit of

fees are veTy often tied up with



By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Jan. 23

ment project-be it a adam,mine

or thermal unit- gets environ-

mental clearance.
The 1994 notification, issued scrutinised and discussed by

er-the Environment Protec-
tion Act. of 1986, for environ-

mental impact assessment of va-
rious projects is being amended

and the approval of the local res
i-.

dents sought. NGOs have been

demanding that the consent of

jects.
Mr J. K. A. Nair, Secretary,

Environment and Forests, said

that with the enforcement of the
amended notification trans-

BYU a

Continued from page 1 col. 2

was decentralisation ofpowers to
clear projects, aswith power un-

its of up to 250MW, public hear-
ings would be a statutory re-

quirement.
According to the proposed

amendment, the Impact Assess-
ment Agency has to publish a
notice of environmental public
hearing in at least two newspap-
ers of general circulation, one of
them in the language of the local-

ity concerned. The notice must
be published within 30 days of
the receipt of a proposal.

A sum-

mary of the project proposal, in-
> cluding its environment impact
assessment and environment

management plan, has to be.

made available to the people of
the area.

Projects to be cleared

after people's consent

mandatorypublic hearings
under

the Environment Protection Act
was discussed by State Secretar-

iesofEnvironment. The benefits

apprehensions that public hear-

in

arency would be brought.into
overnment functioning and.

ple would have a say on pro-
jects. coming up in their back-

A lot of projects are delayedA ublic hearing will be made yards.

due to lack of nformation, Mr

development projec

those living in its vicinity. The
Committee of Secretaries aswell
as theCabinethave approved the

draft notification.

ory before any develop-
nuan ofaNair said: Now évery

Earlier this week the issue of

the local people should be man-

of transparency outweigheddatory for aIfdevelopment pro-

would delay projects.
Nair said that even if there
Continued on page 12

People's consent to

be made mandatory

waey. Wilt uy SU.

These reports will be availa
ble

at the district industry centre, the
office of the chief executive offic-
erof the zila arishad or thecom-
missioner of the municipal cor-

poration, the State Pollution
Control Board office, the office
of the Environment Secretary

Environment and Forests.
concerned and the im

Written comments and sugges-
tions can be sent to the Central
Government within 20 days of
the announcement of the public
hearing. The Environment

views expressed at the public
hearing before deciding on the
environmental clearance.

ment division of the ry of

Committees wil con-
Si er written submissions and



'Plantation cos will fail.
to deliver the goods'

By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Feb. 25
Companies growing teak

plantations all over the country on
. investments made by the public out, the committee has said

give them a return of 50 to 89 times

This damning indictment of
companies running teak planta-
tions on public money has been

committee headed by P. B. Gan-
gopadhyay, head silviculturist, In-
dian Council of Forestry Research
and education. The committee was
appointed in April 1996 after an

- inter-departmental meeting felt
that the claims of companies start-
ing teak plantations was on the
high side and needed to be scruti-
nised.
According to the Securities and

Exchange Board of India (SEBI),
there are some 400-odd companies
growing teak wood on public in-
vestments totally Rs 2, crore.
The teak plantation business be-
gan in the early ninties and the old-
est plantations are six to seven
years old. Assured at least 50 times
their investment in 20 years, a lot felling, transit and sale of tim
of people yearning to promote the
country's green cover poured in

NABARD, S. P. Pathak of the
Department of Company Affairs, should be taken into consideration
-R. Chaurasia of Ballarpur Indus-
tries, S. K. Agarwal of the Forest
Research Institute of India and A.
R. ChadhaDIG-Forests, Environ-
ment Ministry as Secretary of the
Committee- feel investorswould
be lucky to get 15 to 20 per cent of
the timber that has been assured.
The committee visited Sterling

Tree Magnum and Anubhav
Plantations of Madras, Parasram-
puria Plantations of Maharashtra,
Sanghi Plantation of Hyderabad
-and Enbee Plantation of Madhya
Pradesh. It also spoke to repre-
sentatives of 200 other companies
which had got their investments
but had not yet started their
plantations.
The cost of investment raised

and was exorbitant as compared to
.the cost norms of Rs 12,000 per
acre incurred by NABARD and
others, the experts have said.
"There does not appear to be any
system to ensure proper invest-
ment ofpeop!:':money. The com-
panies must indicate ifuw invest-

ments raised for maintenance of

vested till required. If there are .
other sources of income genera- :

tion for payment of promised re-
turns these must also be spelled «

trees and the y eld of timber as

projected by the companies, the
committee has said is 'too ambi- .

plantations for 20 years will be in

will not be able to deliver the mas- Theex
sive volume of teakwood that will

-tious and far from reality evenwith
their investment in 20 years

additional inputs." It has said the
companies should project realistic

meters and reflected in technical
projects prepared by the com-
panies.
The experts have recommended

continuance of the companies but
stressed the need to safeguard the
interests of investors by involving
SEBI. To ensure that the projects
made by companies are technically

project document and manage-
ment

plan
prepared by companies

should be cleared by the State
Forest Department, the Forest ©

Corporations or the ICFRE.
The Ministry of Environment

and Forests has been asked to issue
suitable guidelines to modify and-
streamline local laws relating

tions are on marginal agricultural
or waste lands purchased from in-

teak plantations. Site quality

while projecting returns, the ex-
perts have said. The seeds used are .

also not genetically sound enough
to warrant the high yields pro-
jected.
Spacing of 2x2 metres is crucial

for successful plantation of teak
because girth of the timber pro-
duced is more important for mar-
ket value than the biomass pro-

made by the six-member expert yields based on technical para-

sound it has recommended that the

+

Most of the sites for the planta

their money.
The ex M. S. of dividuals and unfit for high quality

- duced.
The lack of transparency on de-

tails of plantations has irked the
committee. It has recommended
clear disclosure by companies on
investment collected, trees to be

per unit area and trees to
upto harvesting age.

In forests of good quality timber
is grown at a rotation of 60 to 80
years but the companies have pro-
jected a return of 35 to 40 cft on a
rotation of 20 years. This growth
rate is not technically feasible, the

cre ranged between Rs 4.44
akh and Rs 10.75 lakh per year

committee has said.
Environment and Forest Minis-

ter, Mr Saifuddin Soz, has looked
at the report of the experts but has
not had time to take action.
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Ban on export of medicinal plants
pr eerey

Exporters seekmore time to fulfil obligations
By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, March 5
Even as reports of theft of Indi-

a's biodiversity are coming in from
various parts of the country,
Chemexil, the umbrella organisa-
tion of exporters and traders of
medicinal plants, is putting press-
ure on both the Environment and
Forest Ministry and the Com-
merceMinistry to give itmore time
to fulfil its pre-ban export obliga-
tion of largely medicinal plants.
It was in March 1994 that the

Commerce Ministry issued a pub-
lic notice banning the export of 46
plants, plant portions and their de-
rivatives. These included taxus
baccata used for treatment of can-
cer, artemisia spp used for malarial
drugs and perfumes, gentiana kur-
roo (kutki), a tonic used for stimu-
lating gastric secretions and gyno-
cardia odorata used for treatment
of leprosy. Subsequently, 10 more
plant species were added to the
negative list of exports.
The traders appealed to the

CommerceMinistry and theywere
given time till August 1996 to fulfil
their pre-ban export commit-
ments. They then sought more re-
lief and they were given time till
the end of 1996. Simultaneously,
they gave an assurance that the
medicinal plants exported would
be cultivated and not extracted
from the wild. Now the Council
wants 18 of the 56 species to be
deleted from the negative list.

India became a party to the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) in February 1994 but to
date it has not been able to finalise
its status report on biodiversity or
draft the long-awaited legislation
on biodiversity conservation. In
fact, biodiversity convention does
not even figure in the current Gov-
ernment's Common Minimum
Programme or list of priorities.

Thirty botanical institutes, on
the basis of three workshops, have
compiled a list of 214 medicinal
plants assessed by them. Forty-
nine of these plants have been

listed as critically important, and
43 as "endangered". Twelve of the
18 plants that the traders want de-
leted are to be listed as critical or
endangered.
Within the Environment Minis-

try there are pressures from the
conservation minded not to waste
any more time and bring all 92
medicinal plants identified by the
botanists under the Wildlife Act,
the only legislation so far that pro-
vides for protection of flora and
fauna in the wild.
Several countries are already

casting covetous eyes on India's
rich biological wealth. One of the
12 megadiversity regions of the
world, India is estimated to have
45,000 plant species, or seven per
cent of the world's flora. There are
reports of foreigners disappearing
with fistfulls of Indian soil rich in
organisms and the bark of taxus
baccata (yeww/birm) used in drugs
for cancer treatment. From the
Western Ghats, Rauwolfia spp
(serpaganda), an endangered spe-
cies used in the treatment of blood

pressure, is clandestinely being
smuggled out. And from around
the Gulf of Mannar thousands of
sea horses are being collected and
taken out.

In Kulu, a cooperative of kuth
(saussurea lappa) growers is culti-
vating the plant used for treatment:
of hypertension and asthma.

Though the export of the wild spe-
cies of these important medicinal
plants is banned, there is no ban on
exports if these same plants are
from farm plantations and a certifi-
cate of cultivation is procured from
the Regional Deputy Director
(Wildlife) of Chief Conservator of
Forests. Red Sanders, found large-
ly in Andhra Pradesh, is the only
species on the negative export list.
whose export, even in the culti-
vated form, is banned. Red San-
ders is a good natural dye for food
stuffs. Musical instruments are
also made from its wood and are in
great demand in Japan where a red
sanders musical instrument is a
must in 'every bride's dowry.

While the Environment Minis-
trywants to restrict export of gene-
tic resources - germ plasm of
wheat, rice and pulses- it is diffi-
cult for most people to distinguish
between the seed and the grain. In
fact, the Commerce Ministry fears
that export of agricultural pro-
ducts will suffer if there are too .

many sniffer dog restrictions.
Though regional offices for check-
ing of plant exports exist at Mum-
bai, Calcutta, Cochin, Delhi and
Chennai, no one is quite sure how
effective or alert they are.
While the mandarins of the En-

vironment Ministry grapple with
the manifold dimensions of the
biodiversity law that has to be
framed, it is not going to be easy to
protect the traditional rights to
livelihood and indigenous know-
ledge of herbs that have not been
documented. While modern medi-
cine is depending more and more
on plants and herbal medicines,

r

tourists with free access to wilder-
ness areas can just walk off with
seeds and no one would know..

at
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Aquaculturepanel to monitor shrimp farms
By Usha Rai

. NEW DELHI, March 18
The Cabinet has approved the

setting up of an Aquaculture Au-
thority which will review the ex-
isting shrimp and prawn farms and
prescribe guidelines for construc-
tion and maintenance of such
farms in coastal areas in all land
above the high tideline.
This to be done through the in-

troduction of a Bill by the Ministry demolition of athof Agriculture in the current ses-
sion of Parliament. The Cabinet
after consulting the Ministries of
Law, environment and forests,
agriculture and commerce has de-
cided to act quickly in what it con-
Siders is the economic interests of
the country to counter the Sup- note

setback
there would be a sereme Court ruling on shrimp vere

farms. Demolition of the farms for
a year till the authority looks into
the case of each farm has been
accepted by the Cabinet.
This is being done even after theSC has rejected seven review peti-tions of acqua farm owners and the

Government is fully aware that the

meet the same fate.

directed the Central Governmentto constitute an authority under
the Environment (Protect1on) Actto protect ecologically fragile coas-tal areas, sea shore and water front
and deal with the situation created
by the shrimp culture industry in
coastal areas. But the authority, asvisualised by the Centre, can order

farm.
The Ministry of Law, and Jus-

tice, which prepared the note for ithas
ulture farms unsustainablefoun fault with the NEERICabinet suggested "an alternate

plan of action" to keep alive
aquaculture. If this is not done, the

As per Supreme Court directiveall aquaculture industries func-
tioning within the coastal regula-tion zone and within 1000 metresof Chilka and Pulicat lakes were to
closed/demolished on or before

the "polluter pays" damages were to
be paid for the harm done to en-
vironment.
Some 118,000 ha were under

prawn and shrimp farms in 1995-96
and an estimate 70,500 tonnes of
the exotic fish was produced. The
Cabinet note points out that not Holmgren

fan
environmentaleven 10 per cent of the coastal area

identified as suitable for brackish-
water aquaculture has been util-
ised.
The Cabinet note, prepared by sources.only the Law Ministry, found the

reasons given by the SupremeCourt for demolition of the

tech- +

review petition of
ture Ministry is likely to

report on aquaculture prepared the authoritnot omes into existencefor the court as well as with the
paper prepared by Dr K. Alagars- to be amended to permit awami, Director, Central Institute ture as agriculture underRee
FAO but used as ttechnical paper
by the court.
The Cabinet note argues that

shrimp farms in the Asia Pacific ment of an the provisions ofregion (China, Thailand, Indone-sia and the Philippines and Latin
America have gone t rough the the authority in the first year hasMarch 31. On the rinciple of same evolutionary processes as In- been put at Rs 130 lakh

nologies but none of them banned

e Ministries which have ex-
pressed an interest in continuanceof shrimp farming have cosen to
rely on the report of Dr Staffan

region) published by the Swed1sh

dia for development ofviable
In fact the Supreme Court order aculture

assessment o the Bay of Bengal

andManagement of Aquatic Repment
ond or farm

The proposed authority willhave the power to licence each ex-
isting farm/pond as well as new
ones that may be established after

3,200 metres from the high tideline. The note for Cabinet states

The estimated expenditure of

after hearing owner of the

The CRZ notification of 1991 is

to development along ofBrackishwater Aquaculture, forthe coastline of the country
cate

law in order judgy
Il that notwithstandingr or

the Bill wi
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Panel allows dilution in forestAct
By Usha Rai
NEW DELHI, July 31

Very quietly this February, theCommittee of Secretaries has di-luted the 1980 Forest Conserva-tion Act by allowing diversion of
degraded forest land for com-
pensatory afforestation for Cen-tral Government projects inforest areas.
Earlier, too, developmentojects were allowed on forest

-of equivalent non-forest land for
compensatory afforestation. Butthis was only in exceptional caseswith the Chief Secretary of the
concemed State certify1ng that
no forest land wa available for'the compensatory afforestation.As per the instructions issued
recently by the InspoectorGeneral of Forests, Ministry of
Environment and Forests, prop-osals for Central Government
projects providing for the com-

certificate from the Chief Secret-
ary stating that non-forest land is
not available. Mr Samar Singh,former Additional Secretary in
theMinistry ofEnvironment and

eens Naa!

"The guidelines negate the verypurpose of the FC Act."
e FC Act was enacted byParliament to check indiscrimin-ate diversion of precious forestland for non-forest use. The Act

stipulates that (1) forest land canbe used for development pro-jects only in cases where non-forest land is not available orcannot be used; (2) the diversionof forest land was to be the bareminimum. If the first two condi-tions are fulfilled when an
equivalent amount of non-forest
was to be made available for
compensatory afforestation toset off the loss of the forest land.
These conditions were stipu-lated so that forest land is re-

sorted to as the last option. Nowinstead ofmaking available non-
forest land, money will have to
be provided by the project com-
ing up in forest areas. The

responsibility for afforestaton
will1 be that of the Forest Depart-ment.
Those opposed to the new

guidelines point out that the di-

ees

version of prime forest areas will
be faster because there is plentyof non-forest land and the coun-
try's record of compensatoryorestation is dismal.
Forest conservation expertsfear the revised guidelines will

render the FC Act ineffective.
They are shocked that the guide-lines are being issued when the
status of the Indian forests and
the FC Act are being looked into
by the Supreme Court.
As a result of the FC Act, di-version of forest Jand for non-

forest-use came down from 142
lakh hactares per year prior to
1980 to 0.25 lakh hactares per
year in subsequent years.
Further the implementation ofthe compensatory afforstation

Clause is extremely poor. As
against 3 lakh hactares over

of 1990, it was done only on
40,000 hactares. Most states

for compensatory afforestation.The Centre's argument for thenew gidelines are that import-nat development projects were
getting held up due to delay in

identifying£ and transferring suit-
able non-forest land to the forest
department. "To avoid these de-
lays whcih have given a bad nameto the EnvironmentMinistry, the
guidelines were revised."
The Governments of Madhya

Forests and currentl
General of theWF India said

Pradesh and Rajasthan have
agreed to create a 'degradedforest plantation', bank which
can be availed of by the propo-nents of the Central sector pro-ject in other States, if the StateGovernments where such pro-jects are sited cannot undertake
the compenatory afforestation
within their own forest areas.

and without making a provision

The Government has also
pointed out that 3,09,839 sq kmof 24.7 per cent of the forestlands are degraded and Rs 310billion would be needed over thenext 25 years to restock them.Due to escalating biotc pessure
(both animal and human) the de-
gradation of these forest areascontinues. The Governmentcircular even admits thatafforestation has reduced from89,000 sq km in the Seventh FiveYear Plan to about 72,000 sq kmin the eighth. What it does notadmit is that the Government'srecord in afforestation is dismal.

ensatory afforesta-which com

satory afforestation can now amount could vary from Rs 2,000 have not even bothered to iden-+e submitted to Rs 30,000 per hactares and the tify or trnsfer the non-forest land

en

¥
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'encourages'
tree-felling
in Assam

By Usha Rai
NEW DELHI, Aug. 12.Are forest officials of Assam

colluding with timbermerchants to
ensure a steady supply ofwood forthe 544 factories in the State?
The Ministry of Environment:and Forests has begun its inves-

tigations into the issue on the basisof information documented and
supplied to the Supreme Court by :

the TV Rajeswar committee. The :

committee was appointed by thecourt to prepare an inventory oftimber and timber productsThe Assam Government had
asserted that there was no green-
felling in the State, which meansthat no trees are cut by the depart-ment, nor any quota of timberallotted for the factories. So wherewere the 427 saw mills, 79 veneer-cum-saw mills and 38 plywood fac-tories getting their raw material

probed deeper into this issue, itwas told that the timber-based in-
dustries were Operating with au-ctioned timber, seized from illegalfelling and allotted to these factor-ies. The committee noted "this isindeed a strange explanation. This

It is pertinent to point out thatthe forest survey of India shows a.
of the north-east. Between 199 and
1995 the forest cover in Assam de-

mushroomed - from 4 plywoodfactories in 1983 to 38 this year.There has been a phenomenal

Thoughmost of the factories de-

tories of Assam revealed that over

from Arunachal, 28 per cent from
Nagaland, 8 per cent from Megha-laya and just a per cent or two was
imported.

rt moremills of all
need butare inoperative

the ajeswar CémmitteeWhen

1

8

could onlymean that the forest de
partment indirecty encouragesillicit felling on a big scale."

steady decline in the forest cover

clined by 447 sq.kmsAs forest cover shrunk saw mills

veneer mills too.
growth of saw mills and saw-cum

pend upon timbe from Arunachal

figures collected b the Rajeswar
and other north-eastern States, the

committee in respect of seven fac
y

2pely
Camefrom within Assam:

35 per cent of their su
per cent3
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Miningprojects ripping apart forestcorridors
By Usha Rai
NEW DELHI, Aug. 20

Wildlife conservationists are
concerned at the pace at which
mining projects are being cleared
in and around protected areas like
national parks, tiger reserves and
wildlife sanctuaries.
_
Almost everymajor industry

has claimed a chunk of themineral
wealth locked up in the rich forest
areas. Themood ina a section of the
Environment and ForestMinistry
seems to favour speedy
"development". Forest corridors,
instead of being repaired, are
being ripped apartmaking it
difficult for elephants, tigers and
the smaller species to establish any
kind of territorial rights.
While Gujarat Ambuja's

proposal for a limestonemining
lease on 905 hectares of land, just
five kms from the boundary ofGir
National Park, has run into rough
weather because of the pressure of
NGOs, SAIL's Kemmangundi
iron ore project proposal for the

renewal ofmining lease just 6 kms

from the Bandrawildlife sanctuary.
in Karnataka, has been cleared.
Ironically, the Environment

Ministry's expert committee on
mining at itsmeeting inMay has
noted that quarrying has been on
at the site from 1923 to 1983
without adequate environmental
safeguards. Themined areas have
been ravaged like a war zone and
experts have suggested
reclamation of the old openmines.
The approval for another

mining lease for iron ore on 1936
hectares of rich sal forests in the
Saranda forest division ofBihar
has been withheld till site
inspection. However, in principle,
863 hectares of forest land has
been cleared to the Kiriburu iron
ore mines.

At the current pace, therewill
be neitherwildlife nor protected
areas in the next 15 to 20 years,
warn conservationists.
In addition to these threemining

leases, recently clearancewas
given for amining lease in the
vicinity of the Tadoba tiger
reserve,Maharashtra. Dolomite

"3

mining is on in and around Buxa
tiger reserve inWest Bengal. And
in the vicinity ofPalamau Tiger
reserve, the lease for limestone
mining has been renewed.
There are sevenmines

quarrying for limestone on 930
hectares of forest land in the
proposed extension of theMadhav
National Park, Madhya Pradesh.
On the borderof the Panna Tiger
Reserve aswell as in the heart of
Gangau sanctuary, white
sandstone is beingmined. At
Kailadevi, in the bufferof the
famous Ranthambhore Tiger
Reserve, red sandstone and
limestone is being extracted.

In fact, theMinistry of
Environnient and Forests seems to
be split into two parts. While the
Environment ImpactDivision,
which gives clearance to all
projects ofover Rs 50 crore, > is

pushing through proposals on the
assurance that theywill be
managedenvironmentally,the
wildlife conservation section has
filed an affidavit in the Supreme
Court saying "we strongly endorse

the suggestion to treat national
parks and sanctuaries as no
development zones."
The additional IG forWildlife,

MrS. C. Dey, has pointed out ata
recentmeeting ofwildlife
protectors that Rs 40,000 crore of
mineral wealth is extracted
annually from forest areas of the
country.

In his affidavit to the Delhi HighCourt on what theMinistrywas
doing to save the country's
wildlife, MrDey stated that under
the January 1994 notification
national parks and sanctuaries
have been categorised
6

ecologically sensitive'. No
industrial activity or infrastucture
building is normally permitted
within a radius of25 kms.

However, the limestonemining
lease to the Ambujaswas being
pushed through despite theWild
Life Institute ofDehradun
pointing out that "any action that
will even remotely have negative
impact on theGir forests and the
lion population should be
stopped."

"The projectwill result in
disturbance which in turnwill
impact on the quality of the
wildlife habitat in and around Gir
forests. The current area of the
proposed mines is used by local
people for farming tomeet their
fuelwood and grazing
requirements. The area acts asa
buffer toGir forests from human
pressure. If the project is allowed
itwill destroy the biomass
resources of the local population
and transfer these pressure on to
Gir," the experts have warned.
Asimilar study bytheWIIon.

Saranda forest division shows that
the Koina river that runs through it
has been polluted and a crucial
habitat of the elephants is
threatened. The survival of
aquatic life forms can be affected
by the low dissolved oxygen levels
and high turbidity of the river. In
fact, the Gangetic dolphins have
disappeared from the river and
strict enforcement of the
Environment (Protection) Actwas
recommended for the Kiriburu
Iron OreMines.

4
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Forest cover only
12 pc, admits Soz

By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Aug. 24
The actual forest cover in India

is not 19 per cent but less than 12
r cent, Environment and Forest
inister Saifuddin Soz has admit-

ted. Purely for ecological reasons

per cent.
The fate of the fragmented

forest patches that have survived is
also uncertain. They are also the
repositories of the mineral and
limestone wealth of the country

every State Government is casting
covetous eyes on these deposits. hope to protect through a law.
There is pressure to open up the
forest areas of Bastar which were
once considered sacrosanct.
As the additional IG for forests,Mr S. K. Pandey, put it the rich

forests, tribal and mineral maps ofthe country coincide and with trib-
als wanting roads, better employ-ment oportunities and the fruits of
development, efforts are on to re-
work the whole fabric of sustain-
able development. In fact very fewvoices are being raised for forest
conservation.
Even while the Ministry is re-

viewing its decade-old forest poli-
cy to give special attention to the
ravaged forests of the North East
and greater thrust to forest man-
agement with communities livingaround the forest areas there.
seems to be a lot of doublespeak.
Recently there has been dilution

of the 198 Forest Conservation Act
which hadmade it difficult for non-
forest projects to come up on
forest land. Public sector projectscan now come up in forest areas
without non-forest land being pro-

deposit money for deve opment of

couple of years will see prime

forests being replaced by money-
spinning 'development' and power
generating projects.
With our record for afforesta-

tion is dismal whether on waste-
lands or forest land. When the
wasteland development board was
set up by Rajiv Gandhi in mid-
eighties, he had set an ambitious

to 15,000 sq kms a year. With 3
lakh sq. kms crying out for rehabi-
litation it would take 20 years to
regreen the degraded forest areas.
With our forests doomed so is

the magnificent tiger, the

and the biodiversity which we

Dense forests or forests with a
crown density of 40 per cent is
down to 11.73 per cent. Timber
traders, saw mill operators as well
as State Governments have been
running.from pillar to post to get
the ban lifted. In factmany of them
have raised the bogey of unem-
ployment for those working in
these industries as well as mines
that were operating in forest areas
and were closed.

the forest policy has been harping target of 5 million hacs a year. Theon the need for a forest cover of 33 plantation rate is currently down

and in the name of development, elephant, other species of wildlife

In Arunachal Pradesh politi-cians and bureaucrats own saw and
veneer mills in their name or that
of a close relative. It is now learnt
that every Government servant
working in the State is entitled to
one or two trees, approximately600 cubic feet, for construction
activity. This privilege is given not
just to tribals or poor people but toall bureaucrats- the chief secret-
ary, the forest officials as well as
the governor of the State. While
some of them may actually use the
rk for constructing their own

ouse, many of them Just sell their
permit to a timber contractor.
Ironically the North East which

accounts for 8 per cent of the coun-tion. Instead
vided for com nsatory afforesta

try's geographical areas has 25 pr

cent of the total forest cover and 30
per cent of the growing stock.

The nextdegraded forest areas



biodiversity policy

Biodiversity policy to
be presented to PM

From Usha Rai

A presentation of the nat on's
with inputs

from the top scientists of the coun-
try like DrM. S. Swaminathan, Dr
T. N. Khoshoo and Prof Madhav

Min ster on Friday.
Based on the draft, the country's

first Biological Diversity Con-
servation Bill is to be prepared and
presented to Parliament. Since this
will be one of the first biological
diversity conservation legislations
of theworld, the Environment and
Forest Minister Saifuddin Soz is
keen to ensure it has a smooth sail-

discussed at a national consulta- -

tion in June. The implementation
of the action plan is to be done by

ing and becomes a model bill that
other countries can draw on. Prof
Soz had taken great care to tap the
knowledge of scientists based in
the North-East and Jammu and
Kashmir as well as of activists like
Dr Suman Sahai.
Patenting, however, will be out

of the purview of the proposed leg-
islation since natural resources
cannot be patented. Only pro-

f

7

ducts, biotechnology or the pro-
cesses leading to commercial use
of a wild species can be patented.
The policy enunciates that India

ical resources, says Prof Soz.
leven areas have been identified

for the draft action plan - legal
and poicy framework; surve of
biod1versity and national data-

base; in situ and ex-situ conserva-
tion; sustainable utilisation; in-
digenous knowledge systems; in-
novations and practices and be-
nefit sharing; peoples participa-
tion; research and

; cooperation and education, train-

the State governments, various
central sectoral ministries and de-

In specific terms, the legislation
secks to regulate access to biolo- -

gicai resources, notification of
areas important from the stand-
point of biodiversity and protec-
tion of threatened species. India is
one of the 12 megadiversity re-
gions of the world and has seven
per cent of the world's flora. So far
49,000 plants and 81,000 animals
have been catalogued.

ral Research, the Environment
Ministry has ensured there will be
no duplication with resources that
concern the Agriculture Ministry.
With neem being patented abroad
and other plant species like texus
baccata, used in treatment of can-
cer, being surreptiously exported,

international .

sources of the country from use by
foreign individuals, institutions

benefits of the resources.
Even if a plant or animal species

is given for research and commer-
cial exploitation, provisions are
being made for the individual or

The draft policy, Prof Soz said,
would protect the rights of tradi-
tional users and local people to the
resource. Indian researchers and
academic institutions would also.
have free access to the resource. It
is estimated that there are 11 lakh
unlicensed ojhas ormedical practi-
tioners and 4 lakh unlicensed
vaids.
The draft suggests the setting up

of the national and state author-
ities, headed by an eminent scien-
tist and assisted by six others, who
will screen all applications for ac-
cess to biological resources. While
the national authority will deal
with requests from foreign indi-
viduals, academic institutions and
companies for access to resources
as well as transfer of results of re-
search to foreign institutions and
companies, the state authorities
will deal local applications and re-
search use. State authorities will
also advise on management of
notified areas.
A national biodiversity fund and

a state biodiversity fund have also
been proposed. Allocations to the
national and state funds are to be
made from consolidated fund of
India.

tee aAoak AST halt

the +d companies without sharing
NEW DELHI, Sept.3

company to pay royalty, fees or a

Gadgil is to be made to the Prime lum
the

um in addition to sharing
nefits of research

has sovereign rights over its biolo

and extension
n fact the draft action plan was

partments

G IndianCouncilof Agricultu
B consulting Dr R S. Paroda

#aProf Soz said the legislation would
seek to protect biological re-
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Move onpowerprojects alarms environmentalists
By Usha Rat

NEW DELHI, Sept 16
The recent announcement by

PrimeMinister Deve Gowda that
power projects upto Rs 1,000 crore
will not need Central clearance has
sent out signals that the
Environment Impact Assessment,
which 1s mandatory for all power
ojects, will now be given the go

So far all projectswith an
mvestment of over Rs 50 crore
have to get Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) clearance
Ashish Kothan,

environmentalist and a former
member of the Environment
Ministry s expert committee on
river valley projects, says to give
the environment clearance
authority to the Stateswould be
disastrous Even with the Centre
giving the clearance itis difficult
to get project authorities to
understand the importance of
environment
Mr Ranjit Sinh, former

additional secretary in the
Environment Ministry looking
after EIA, says if the Government
oes back on the norms it has set
or environment clearance, civic
minded citizenswill have no choice
buttoturntothe courts "The
Governmentwill be diluting its
own standards formaking industry
environment conscious "'

States, he warns, will give the

green signal tor power projects
with an investment of less than Rs
1000, thenwill keep addingmore
such units- all costing less than
Rs 1,000 crore And if power
projects can get EIA and central
clearance exemption, what 1s to
stop industries, mining and
irrigation projects from seeking
similarwaivers Itwill have a snow
balling effects, warnsMr Ranjit
Sinh
Mr Shekhar Singh of the Indian

Institute of Pubiic Administration,
who was for a stint chairman of the
expert committee for thermal
projects, says at the State level, no
one ever says anything against
establishment offprojects In the
case of the Kayamkullam project
in Kerala and the Dholpur power
roject, he recalls the State Chief
nisters put pressure not only on

their own officials, but on the
expert committees and the
EnvironmentMinister to get the
projects cleared
Mr Singh says, while the Centre

gets bogged down with a flood of
cases, the States have toomany
vested interests to think of
environmental safeguards or
rehabilitation ofpeople affected
by projects EIA, he says should
be the responsibility of an
independent,statutoryauthorityThe PrimeMinister's statement
comes at a time when the
conditional environment
clearance glgiven to 1507 Pprojects
has been challenged in the

Supreme Court by former
EnvironmentMinister and activist
Maneka Gandhi The petition
comes up for hearing next week
Mrs Gandhi has sought

cancellation of permission given
without comprehensive EIA to
several projects, including the
Cogentrix power project She
maintains that clearances aregiven
but the conditions seldom fulfilled
Tne case which 1s being fought

byMrM C Mehtawill have
considerable repercussions on the
functioning of the Environment
and ForestMinistry, the nodal
agency for giving clearances after
Environment Impact Assessment
(EIA)
On June 11, conditional

clearancewas given to the
Mangalore power project
(Cogentnx) with a stipulation that
it should fulfil 19 conditions Point
16of the conditional clearance
says, ''the EIA for the proposed
SPM facility shall be submitted
within threemonths and the
comprehensive EIA within a
year

" The petition has pointed
out that clearance was given
without an EIA
Till April 30 this year, the

petition says, conditional
clearanceswere given to 1507
royects 205mining, 387

1ndustries, 13 atomic power, 254
thermal power, 346 river valley
and 302 othezs
The petition has sought the

re.noval ofEIAwork from the

purview of theMinistry and the
setting up of an independent
National Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, headed by
a retired Supreme Court judge and
with two technical experts and a
well known environmentalist
Mr Kothani says conditional

clearance 1s afarce Last year
Kothari and his team studied 200
river valley projects cleared in the
last 26 years and found that over 80
per cent had not fulfilled the
conditions onwhich they were
cleared No project authontywas
rosecuted or a project stopped
or not fulfilling conditions
The Narmada projectwas given

clearance in 1987 on the condition
that amaster plan would be drawn
up for the entire Sardar Sarovar
Project, proper rehabilitation for
the project displaced and
comprehensive afforestation of
double the forest area lost There
were other conditions too but none
have been fulfilled The conditions
- including a disaster
management plan onthe basis
ofwhich clearance was given to the
Tehn Dam werenot fulfilled,
saysMr Singh
Many of the expert committees,

constituted by the Environment
Ministry, were headed by retired
secretaries to the government or
politicians The petition names
two former secretaries and a
formerMinister from Rajasthan
Madho Singh, who headed the
expert committee formining Such

4 % fy

appointments, the petition states,
are in violation of EIA notification
which states that the chairman will
be an outstanding ecologist or
environmentalist or technical
professional withmanagerial
experience in the development
sector

Among the projects brought
before the purview of the Court
are the Goshree integrated island
development project at Cochin,
theMangalore Refinery and
Petrochemicals Ltd , the
Sinarmass Pulp and Papermill and
the thermal power project of the
Bombay Suburban Electric Supply
Ltd at Dahanu, Maharashtra

y

In the Goshree project, the
petition says some 250 hectares are
to be reclaimed from the sea, off
the coast ofCochin which
Environment Ministrymaps show
as being an ecologically sensitive
area richinmangroves New

township being created without
studying the carrying capacity

are to be laid on the sea
ed for supply ofwater toa

The Dahanu power projectwas
cleared in 1988/89 with the
condition that it would have to set
up a Flue Gas Desulphurisation
(FGD) unit and develop a green
belt round the plant Neither of
these conditions were fulfilled In
fact in 1993 the BSEB Ltd sought
a year's grace to instal the FGD
unit
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by Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Sept 30: The
new Minister for Environment
and Forests, Mr Rajesh Pilot, pro-
poses to set up a social audit
panel, on the lines of the one he
set up when he was in charge of
the Communication Ministry, to
act asa buffer between the.
policy-maker - the Ministry -
and the people.
The five-member panel will

have eminent people like Dr
M.S. Swaminathan, Dr T.N.

+ Khoshoo, scientist and former
Environment Secretary, Mr P.
Rajamani, also former Environm-
ent Secretary, and someone from
the legal world like Mr Justice
Bhagwati.

In an interview, Mr Pilot said
this panel would have the pow-
ers to modify and advise on the
Government policies.

"'The social audit panel wor-
ked well in the Communication

Ministry and I am sure it will
work well here too,'' Mr Pilot
said. In some ways it would be
like an ombudsman to the Minis-
try to which the industrialists as
well as the common man can
appeal, he added.

In an attempt to understand
the functioning of his Ministry
and its concerns about the en-
vironment,.Mr Pilot recently ro-
unded up his officers and
hijacked them to Sariska for a
24-hour brain-storming session
on forests and wildlife. To take
full advantage of the time
available, the Minister drove
down in a bus along with his
officials. A similar exercise is
proposed to understand the
intricate problems of pollution.
At Sariska, the forest policy

and how to take it to the people
was discussed. India has always
had a strong tradition of environ-
ment. Whether a well was dug or
a hut constructed, a tree was

Pilot for social auditpanel for hisministry
always planted, he said and
spoke of his plans to involve the
panchayats in the greening of
rural India. However, Mr Pilot
was not willing to comment on
the Ministry's proposal to lease
forest land to industries. It is
before a group ofMinisters and I
will accept their views on the
subject, he said.
Asked if he had taken any act-

ion against the yagna of Cha
ndraswami on the Ridge, Mr
Pilot said he was not aware of
any specific action being taken
against the yagna. However, he
said every morning clippings of
all stories pertaining to his
Ministry were put up to him and
he would ask for comments from
the concerned officials. This
probably led to speculation that
he had sought action against the
sadhus. Mr Pilot said he had
received telegrams from
environmental activists about
the yagna on the Ridg-.

On the Rajasthan Govern-
ment's proposal to denotify for-
est areas for the extension of
mining leases, Mr Pilot said he
had asked for comments from his
officers.
Asked about his concerns for

wildlife, the Minister said he had
never been associated with wi-
Idlife and had no particular love
for animals, but he was willing
'to discharge his duties as the
head of a Ministry that was to
protect wildlife.
The Environment Ministry

has been projected as a powerful
Ministry. But Mr Pilot would
like it to become the common
man's Ministry. He would like
to introduce transparency in its
functioning and plans an Open
House after a month when he has
a better grasp of the Ministry.
Principal chief conservators of
forests will be asked to have
similar Open Houses in different
parts of the country.
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By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Oct 12
Angry aboutwildlife and forest

officials in hisMinistry expressing
their inability to renewminin
leases nght inside the Valmiki
Wildhfe Sanctuary and Tiger
Reserve in his home State,
Environment and Forest Minister
Jai Narain Prasad Nishad first
turned down the tnp of the
additional I G, wildlife, to Geneva
for an IUCNmeeting, then
shuffled the inconvenient pack of
forest officials
In the past, work allocation

amongDIGs had been done only
by the InspectorGeneral of
Forests But this case the
Minister has peronally
transferred five officers three days
ago MrA C Choubey, DIG
looking after forest conservation,
survey and utilisation who was to
0 back to his cadre inmid
ovember, has been banished to

the backwaters of the forest fire
division MrChoubey, who had
made a strong defence against
renewing themining leases toMrR P Verma,Mr Vinay Verma
and other influential people of theState has gone on protest leave
Mr Nishad, however, has said

that itwas the division that had
transferred the officers He saidit
was not for them to be posted in
one place fortoolong Askedif the
transfers had anything to dowith
mining leases not being renewed,
he said "aise tho kot baatnahin '

(no, there 1s nothing of the kind)With several cases against the
Environment the
courts, officials have now become
cautious aboutmining leases in
protected areas MrS C Dey, the
additional IG forwildlife, had in
fact filed an affidavit before the
courts "strongly endorsing the
suggestion to treat national parksand sanctuaries as no developmentzones
On June 25, soon after taking

over as EnvironmentMinister,Mr
Nishad himselfhad endorsed the
cancellation of leasetoMrR P
Verma on 42 hacof forest land in
Pandai riverbed for collection of
floats, pebblesetc While
endorsing cancellation, he said
"information should be speedilycollected in respect of all other
leases also and simular action
should be taken if there has been
any violation We should not wait

monitoring
"

However, after a letter to him
fromMr Bhola Ram Toofam,
Minister for Animal Husbandryand Fisheries in Bihar,Mr Nishad
has had changege ofheart However
both the I G forests and the
additional I G wildlife have stood
by their stand that the leases
should not be renewed

It1s important to note thatmost
of themining leaseswere given
before ValmikiWildlife SanctuaryinWest Champaran was notified in

AngryMinistera shifts top bureaucrats.
Penalty for not renewing mining leases in wildlife sanctuary

1990 In 1989 amining lease on
over 20 hac of forest land was given
to the nch and influentialMr
Vinay Verma The leasewas valid
tll JJune 1994
In April 1991, > the regional chief

conservator of forests,
Bhubaneshwar, who was
monitonng the leases reported to
theMinistry that in violation of the
agreementMr Vermawas dig
ametre deep into the nverbed and
collecting stones and pebbles The
State Government cancelled the
lease at the direction of the
Centre Then Vinay Verma
appealed to the High Court and
was allowed to continue extraction additional charge of survey andtill the end of the original lease
period in 1994
Mr Vinay Verma again

approached theMinistry for
renewal of the lease MrR P
VermaandMrR B M Sharma
also hadmining leases in Valmiki
In July this yearMrR P Verma's
10 year lease of 1994 (which
officials of theMinistry now admit

should not have been given for it
was a notified area) was cancelled
for various violations

the cancellation of the 10-year
lease giventoMrR B M Sharma
in 1994 for collection of pebbles
and stones from the riverbed
inside the sanctuary Therewere
several reports with theMinistry
onMr Sharma s violation of the
lease terms MrNishad, however,
1s notwilling to endorse the stand
In the reallocation ofwork, MrJ Kishwan, DIG (Research and

Training)whos to go back to his
cadre in sixmonths, has been given

NAEB (National Afforestation
and Ecology Board) has been
posted DIG ofexternally aided
projects He has been given
additional charge of forest
conservation work till Bihar cadre
office A N Prasad joins the
Ministry MrS K Sehrawat has
been transferred toNAEB

The I G forests has also sought

for third
but shouPinave a strong system of

to file complaints

utilisation, DIGC S Vedant of
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Adifferentcolour einggiven to greenministry
by Usha Rai

» NEWDELHI, Oct 13

IKE a chameleon chan-
ging colours, the
Environment and Forest

inistry is in the process of
-thange. In the tenure ofKamal

focus back to the country's
environment and professes he
wants tomake it acommon man's
ministry. So when friends
congratulated him onmoving to a
"*powerful'' ministry (power in
terms of keeping industry on
tenterhooks about clearance for
their projects),Mr Pilot said he
wanted tomake it a
service-oriented ministry and not

strategy of Pilot is indeed a far

Mr Pilot' s stand
comes from his own innate views
or from the fiat of the Prime
Minister to all ministries to play
the populist card, is difficult to
tell. But ''populist'' Mr Pilot 1s,
though the corridors of the fourth
floor of Paryavaran Bhawan are
not cluttered (as in the earlier
-regime) with favour seekers from

the Neelghai from destroying the
poor farmers' crops. -

Mr Pilot is keen to give awards
to panchayats that grow the

largest number of trees. He has
written to the PWD, the road
department and the railways that
budgets for roads and railways
include funds for tree cultivation.
Mr Nath was close to some

NGOs. They had direct access to

The reward from the Centre for
information on illegal activities
in the protected areas is to be
increased from Rs 5,000 to Rs
20,000 forMr Pilot feels no
worthwhile information would be
given for paltry sums.

MrNath's plan to hand over
degraded forest areas to
industries for captive plantation
of pulp and plywood trees has for

Pilot told this correspondent that

on the Basel Convention where

rules that forbade people from
Wild Life.

degraded forest areas should go

e sought to create a name for barren lands would be given to driver's seat is indicative of a
Mr Nath and Mr Pilot are

forestry the same benefits thatseemedmore eager for kudos EnvironmentMinistry amere by scientists and bureaucrats.

ithin the country. been important enough to send ministers. From the

>
<

One
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PM, Soz in different tones on forestpolicy
By Usha Rai tues of India's pro-people (not of the National Wasteland De- for the match company WIM- the issue.

industry) forest poli ¢ velopment Board in the mid- CO. Both are highly successful
Representatives o? the paper eighties that the roposal was collaborative efforts.

The argument raised in sup-
"NEW DELHI, Oct. 17 industry have put in strong bida first mooted for andin over port of the industry's demand is

There is unbelievable double for raising the r requirements of Owev-
But the industry's demand for that over 24 per cent of the forest

speak on the country's forest raw material on the de aded
forest lands to industry. H degraded forest land surfaced lands are degraded and Rs 310

policy in the top rungs of the aforest lands. And Mr
er, it was shot down. ain in a big way whenMr Kam- billion would be needed over the

Government. ujral, Then the Ministry started in a Nath was the Environment next 25 years to restock them-totally ignorant of the battle that big way the joint forest manage- Minister. A kind of tripartite money which the Government isAt his recent meeting with in- has been fought on this issue for a ment programme by ople liv- arrangement between forest cor- unable to raise. Due to escalatingdustrialists, Prime Minister I. K. ing around forests andecade, has pushed the Ministry the forest porations, local people and in- biotic ressure animal and hu-Gujral assured industrialists, to begin the exercise all over department. After seven to eight dustrywasworked out and a notewho for a decade have been cast- again. This is despite the Sup- years when the trees are har- was submitted to the Cabinet. continues.
man) the degradation of forests

ing their beady eyes on the de- reme Court interim order ban- vested selectively in a protected Water Resources and Rural De-graded forest areas of the coun- ning non-forestry operations on However, with political will at
try for meeting their pulp and forest lands.

area the people get a share of the partment opposed it. Though an the top and some commitment at
Paper requirements, that the En- Giving due importance to the

harvested trees. The programme Inter-ministerial committee was the forest level, just by closing a
vironment and Forest Ministr

did extremely well in West Ben- appointed on the issue, its report degraded forest area in three or
will come out within a mont

1980 Forest Conservation Act, gal and in some other States and never materialised. The social four years it. will bounce back, 4the jud§es clarified that the word got international recognition. audit panel ap ointed byMr Ra- maintain forestors. So jointwith a forest policy thatwill meet 'forest included all forests - Simultaneousl farm forestry jesh ilot, who succeeded Mr forest management is what peo-the needs of local people, indus- Kamal Nath as Environmentdeven the judpi' jung-
reserved, Tivate, unclassified, was given a bi ost. The pulp ple in the field want.try and environment. ancouncil and paper mil s in need of raw Minister, also opposed handing At the recent meetin of the

Simultaneously he has asked les ofMaharashtra. As a result of material would approach far- over of de aded forest lands toEnvironment and Forest secret- the court order mines and saw mers who would grow the re-
Forest Secretaries and rincipal

ary Vishwanath Anand to pre- mills operating on forest land industry. e audit panel was Chief Conservators of Forests,
pare a note for the Cabinet in two ground to a halt. Now the Minis-

quired poplars, eucalyptus, etc. headed by Justice R. S. Pathak most forestors opposed revision
daysys on the use of forest land for

for a price. The sapling for the and had on it former Environ- of the forest policy because it wastry has been asked to prepare a plantation were provided by the ment Secretary P. Rajamani pro-people. However someindustrial purpose. Ironically,
Environment and Forest Mints-

note for the Cabinet on handing companies So farmers culti- In the context of the Ninth states, articularly those in theover degraded forest areas to in- vated eucalyptus for the Viscos Plan discussion a committee North ast have been maintainter Saifuddin Soz was in Istanbul dustry. Company in Coimbatore district headed by the Secretary, Rural ing that they should be allowedaddressing the World Forestry It was during Dr Kamla Chow- of Tamil Nadu and in the Terai Development, Mr N C. Saxse- to determine the use of theirCongress and extolling the vir- dhury's tenure as the chairperson region of UP they grew poplars na, was appointed to look into forests.
4



Highway project takes express
route to see green light

PM pressurised Secy to clear Mumbai-Pune project
By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Oct. 16

Breaking all norms on environ-
mental clearance for projects,
Prime Minister I. K. Gujral on
Monday afternoon called up En-
vironment and Forest Secretary
Vishwanath Anand and bullied
him to clear the controversial Rs
2,000 crore Mumbai-Pune Express
Highway.
When Mr Gujral called the

Secretary on the rax and wanted to
know the status of the highway
project, Mr Anand said the project
was still under examination and a
decision would be taken on it when
Environment and Forest Minister
Saifuddin Soz returned from Tur-
key where he is addressing the.
World Congress on Forestry.
The PM is believed to have been

extremely angry and said as the
Prime Minister he wanted the pro-
ject cleared immediately. The
Ministry then went into a huddle.
A series ofmeetings were held and
by 10.30 the same night, the
Secretary had cleared the project.
Normally the final clearance is

given by the Environment Minis-
ter. The project was also cleared

without being processed under the
Forest Conservation Act.
Though Reliance had put in its

bid for the construction of what is
touted as India's first Express
Highway at a cost of Rs 3 3500
crore, it was rejected by the State
Government.which felt it could do
it for less than Rs 2,000 crore.
Though Maharashtra Chief

Minister Manohar Joshi had met
Mr Soz on theproject, the Minis-
ter- who has become a champion
of sorts for the brutalised forests of
India- had told Ministry officials
that the project needed an indepth
analysis. The project would affect
some 60 hectares of forest land.
It had been opposed tooth and

nail by Shyam Chainani and the
Bombay Environment Action
Group (BEAG) because the high-
way was to cut through the forest
areas of Khandala rich in biodiv-
ersity. Instead of constructing a
new highway, the BEAG sug-
gested that the existing road be
widened and made a six lane chan-
nel. This would cost just Rs 300
crore to 400 crore; the biodiversity
would be saved and the heavy
Mumbai-Pune traffic would flow
smoothly.
A proposal for the study of the

*

plodiversity that could be affected
was mooted. This was to be done
by the Wildlife Institute (WLI).
The Maharashtra Government in-
itially wanted the Bombay Natural
History Museum to do the study.
But when BNHS director C. D.
Deshmukh refused to blindly com-
ply with Maharashtra's need for
such a highway, they agreed to the
WLI doing it. no

Late in September, the State
Government revised the project
dropping the ghat section. But
officials of the E&F Ministry in-
sisted on an expert group review of ©

the revised project. Additional
Secretary K. Roy Paul rejected the
suggestion. But he was over-ruled
by the Minister who noted "'what
about the forest clearance." While
the CM was putting his pressure,
several others had apprised about
the environmental ddimensions

Now without the mandatory
forest clearances and despite the

vironmental clearance may be
given only after clearance under
the Forest Conservation Act for
projects on forest land, none other
than the Prime Minister has got the
project cleared.

issued ust fortnight
ack byMr

a
himself that en-
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Soz urged to save
Gautam Puri animals

By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Nov. 11Dr Iqbal Malik, director of
Vatavaran, has appealed to En-
vironment and orests Minister
Saifuddin Soz, as well as DelhiChiefMinister Sahib Singh Verma
to save the animals languishing in a
hell hole called Gautam Pur1 on

the
banks of the Yamuna, near

Some 20 elephants, 10 camels,50 horses and 1,200 families live in
this animal and human slum. All
animals are kept tethered for longhours on short chains. The res-
training chains used for the
elephants have spikes on them.The situation of Ahuman beings is

government, has pointed out that
according to the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act, it is an
offence to keep any animal
chained for an unreasonable
period of time; more so if the
tether is extremely short or very
heavy.
Most of the animals, she says,have been kept there illegally as

the owners do not have themanda-
tory ownership certificates.
According to Section 42 of the
Wildlife Potection Act, an own-
ership certificate is mandatory for
any commercial dealing on wild- the joys ofprocreation N
life.

* --

So, when an elephant is bought,the owner needs to get an own-
ership certificate from the Chief
Wild ife Warden of the region. If
the ele is brought to another
State, particulars need to be
given to the ChiefWildlifeWarden
there within a month.
Dr Malik says the elephantshave probably been trapped from

the forests for sale at the Sonepur
(Bihar) elephant mela, the biggest
anima fair of Asia. At the mela
they would easily fetch a price of
Rs 8 lakh.

the

The animals kept at Gautam
Puri are hired formarriage proces-sions, children's parties or Just for
display. While horses are hired out
for two to three hours for Rs 3,000to Rs 10,000; elephants can be

per
hour and camels for Rs 500 to
800 per hour.
When not chained, the

elephants walk on the hot tarmac
roads, jostling for space with DTC
buses and other vehicles. Brea-
thing in the toxic emission of vehi-
cles, these elephants have become

Psychological wrecks, their eyesare permanently watering and
even their thick skins are develop-
ing early wrinkles. Since they came
to live here 20 years ago, the
elephants have been deprived of

them has bred.

equally a
to Rs 2,500rMalik. her petition to the hired for just Rs 1 3

listless and dull

ot one of
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By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Nov. 13The Hanumantha Rao Commit-tee that looked into the rehabilita-tion and environmental aspects ofthe Tehri hydro electric projecthas recommended that the TehriHydro Development Corporationshould create a special fund ofRs 2crore to assist families whose landshave yet to be acquired.
ers from buying/obtaining landand claiming rehabilitation be-nefits, the UP Government hadissued a notification limiting trans-fer of lands. This restriction on saleof land has led to hardships inmeeting expenses related to mar-rage,
cases. All these people havesought financial assistance.
cash and a residential plot as com-pensation to additional membersof the families. In fact the benefitscould continue right up to 2002.After Sunderlal Bahuguna'slong fast last year for a review of

eath and disease in some

© experts have recommended

Minister Deve Gowda hadappointed two expert committeesto look into 1) the rehabilitationand environmental aspects and 2)the safety of the dam in the highly
second report, which is.the morecrucial one, has not yet been com-pleted.
The Hanumantha Rao reportsays in all the Tehriwill affect a total of 37 villages fuflyand 88 villages partially and theTehri town. Up to March 1997, the

the first phase, and 446 families families eligible for €from the second phase have beengiven rehabilitation provisions.Since affected families want tobe resettled mainly in Uttar-akhand, efforts are on to acquireland in Dehradun district thoughthe search for land has been ex-tended to Haridwar district.The rehabilitation package forTehri project, though better thanmost of the packages evolved forother irrigation/hydel projects ofthe country, has left out major un-married daughters and sons whoare not recognised as separate

the Tehri project, the then Prime

wer complex .

families for compensation. Thecommittee has sought to rectifythis lacuna.
In the case of those whose landshave not yet been acquired, thecommittee has recommended anadvance-limited to 25 per cent ofthe cost of their land holdings orRs one lakh-whichever is less.The advance will carry a 12 percent interest rate.

All sons and unmarried daugh-ters of the entitled, fully affectedfamilies who have turned 18 onJuly 19, 1990 are recognised as in-

July 18 2002, this date can be ex-tended if the compensation is notprovided on time.

For newly recognised additionalfamilies of those in rural areas(who have received land com-pensation), the committee has re-commended cashcompensations-major marriedsons-Rs 150,000 and the majorunmarried sons and daughters Rs75,000. For residential plots Rs

3,300 or a 200 sq mt plot in a re-habilitation centre has been re-commended for each major mar-ried son.

The committee has also recom-

42-cr fund for rehabilitation mooted

mended house construction assist-

The
seismic Himalayan belt

ance for
varies from Rs 60,000 for those

bigger plots of 100 to 300 sqmetres.

have rented out their the
constructed shop. For each addi-

committee has recommen ed one
tional shop owned by the personbut not run by him, cash com-pensation of Rs 40,000 has beensuggested.

In addition, the committee hasrecommended development of the *rim of the reservoir as part of the
struction of a ring road subject toenvironmental safeguards; de-velopment of micro watersheds inthe catchment areas to be im-plemented by local people.

(To be continued)

2kcatchment area treatment; con-

urban families. this
allotted 60 mt plots and Rs 1.2to Rs 1.8 la allottedTo prevent infiltration ofoutsid
Even for shop owners who may +

says 2,064 rural families
Teport
from 28

de
ha provisions. Though

to e
the cut off date is supposed



Hanumantha Rao panel report on Tehri dam

By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Nov. 14The Hanumantha Rao Commit-tee has been extremely critical ofthe Government for giving en-
vironment clearance to projectsbefore the necessary studies havebeen completed and the environ-mental viability of the projectestablished.
The committee, which looked

specially at the environmental
Safeguards of the Tehri Dam, hasPointed out that 'the economic im-
plications of implementin the re-
quired environmental Sa
must be fully assessed and takeninto consideration while according€conomic clearance."
to small patches but each of themicro water sheds, where there are
patches of high erodibility.
hough some 293 sq kms of

highly erodible forest area has
already been treated, some of it
might need to be retreated, saysthe report. The total cost of treat-
ment of this catchment area has
been estimated by the UP Forest
Department is Rs 90 crore in addi-
tion to what has been spent. Thecommittee has reiterated that
treatment has to be paripassu withthe engineering works.
The committee has also recom-mended the planting of a greenbelt along the rim of the reservoirwith the help of local people to

into the reservoir and an environ-ment cess on the power sold for
environment protection and re-

generation works.
The experts have suggested the

Setting up of a monitoring commit-tee, on the lines of the NarmadaControl Authority, to ensure imle-mentation of the conditions ofclearance.
environmental studies have still
not been satisfactorily completed,it was pointed out.
Some members of the expertcommittee have in fact stated thatthe project was neither properlyassessed from the environmental

angle, nor properly costed in termsof environmental' and rehabilita-tion requirements, before clear-
ance, albeit conditional, wasaccorded. Many of the requiredThe committee has therefore
suggested that in future environ-
mental clearance should be givenonly for a specified period- maybe two years at a time. Project au-thorities must subsequently havethe clearance renewed based ontheir record of compliance with en-
vironmental safeguards. Once the
studies are completed, the econo-
mic and environmental viability ofthe project should be reassessed.
Only if found viable, should theProject be allowed to proceed.
The commiittee has said the En-

vironment Protection Act must bemade more effective so that re-
sponsibility can be fixed and deter-rent action taken against thosewho are responsible for not com-
plying with the conditions of clear-ance.

The report carries an excellent

chart on the status of various ac-tion plans - catchment areas
treatment, command area de-
velopment and disaster manage-ment. In fact a disaster manage-ment plan was considered vital for
a project that has been rocked by
controversy about its safety. But
the disaster management plan has
still not reached the Environmentand Forest Minister though theTHDC says it has been submitted
to the Agriculture Ministry.A Bhagirathi Basin Manage-ment Authorit to have been
set up through action byMarch-end, 199 , later extended
to December 1993. But it has not
yet been set up.

The catchment area treatmenthas not been handled well. Some740 sq kms of forest and non-forestland needs treatment. The com-mittee has recommended treat-ment of the degraded areas -forest and non-forest- in the en-tire catchment of the Tehri projectand not just in the 'directly drain-
ing' portion. The committee saysthese areas must be treated at pro-ject cost and the treatment shouldbe completed before impound-ment starts.
Catchment area treatment, ithas said, should not be restrictedthe interest of people who stillhave high expectations from the

party", Mr Chavan said.
On the proposed joint contacttours by the party leaders, includ-

ing Mr Sitaram Kesri, Mr SharadPawar and Mr Madhavrao Scindiain the State, Mr Chavan said it

Environmental viability not assessed
would be significant for the peopleto see all the leaders together de-
monstrating unity.On the law and order situationin Maharashtra, Mr Chavan said
normally I do not criticise theState Government but the situa-tion is really bad with crimes on theincrease and open warfare bygangs"'.
Indeed, he noted, "what Gov-emor P. C. Alexander is supposedto have said in Goa recently aboutlaw and order in Maharashtra isnot altogether wrong".Mr Chavan, who is chairman ofthe Parliamentary Ethics Commit-

tee, felt Government's policy of
encounters was not the solution."We are examining the politicisa-tion of criminals and criminalisa-tion of politics which are deeperaspects".
Mr Chavan lambasted the

approval given byy the StateCabinet to the Sahara India
group's hill resort project in Pune
district saying "Maharashtra Gov-
ernment has violated the protec-tion given by the Government of
India to adivasis and their lands,which have been taken over by theso-called agriculturists''.
He said if the MPCC seeks his

assistance, he will provide detailsof how lands on which adivasisbased their livelihood had beentaken over brazenly by the project
An agitational programme toprotest the State Government'sdecision should be decided by the

prevent soil erosion and f]ow of silt promoters.

MPCC, he added.



Kharo Creek jetty project

Soz under pressure to give clearance
By Usha Rai
NEW DELHI, Dec. 1

Environment and Forests
Minister Saifuddin Soz is under
tremendous pressure from within
the ministry and from politically
powerful persons outside the
ministry to give environment
clearance for the jetty being con-
structed by Sanghi Industries at
Kharo Creek in Kutch district of
Gujarat.
In the ministry, the note about

the Gujarat High Court fiat (of
July) to the Environment Ministry
to take a decision on the jetty
(without verifying whether it is on
forest land) was put up to him a
month late. Mr Soz feels that this
was done deliberately to leave him
with no choice but to concur with
the decision of the bureaucrats. "If

Fe
oject are also approaching Dr

had enough time would
straighten out this ministry and
transfer several officers," he said.
Even while the minister was set-

ting up an expert committee,
under the chairmanship of Anil
Agarwal of the Centre for Science
and Environment, to look into the
issue, four members of the Stand-
ing Committee of Parliament on
Science and Technology, on their
own took off to Sanghipura and
released a report to the Press that
the jetty should be permitted.
The Standing Committee was

'were Mr Harivansh Sahay (SP),
Mr J. N. Dass (CPI-M) and Mr

Ajit Kumar Mehta (JD). Two
junior officers of the ministry osed, is part of an ecologicall
accompanied the team. In fact
they were at Sanghipuram a day
before the Agarwal CcCommittee.
Mr Soz has objected to the

underhand manner in which the
Parliamentary Committee oper-
ated. "Its constitution is illegal. 1

was kept in the dark while two
officers ofmyministrywere associ-
ated with it," he told The Hindus-
tan Times. But even a Parliamen-
tary Committee cannot interfere in
the day to day functioning of the
ministry, he said.
Trying to soften Mr Soz, the
liticians are tellingg him that Rs

750 crore has already been spent
on the project and it would not be
fair to pull the carpet at this stage. ject, the report says, are unliKely
Many of those interested in the

Soz, h member.
With Prime Minister having

resigned, Mr Soz is only a caretak-

projects coming up in environme-
tally sensitive areas are cleared
only after due scrutiny.
Mr Soz, however, has not got a

clear verdict even from the Agar-
wal Committee. Two members,
Pratibha Pande, a keen environ-
mentalist earlierwith Kalpavriksh,
and B. C. Choudhury of the Wild-
life Institute of India, have sent
strong dissenting notes to Mr Soz.
The key findings of the Agarwal
Committee are that the creek-
mangrove-mud flat-bet-

ecosystem, where the jetty is prop-

has suffered from less human in-
terference than other mangrove
ecosystem of the Gulf of Kutch.
Though the committee recog--

nises the importance of mud flats
as feedingg ground of waders and
wetland birds, it does not see a
significant adverse impact on the
Coastal Regulatory Zone (CRZ)
area due to navigational activities.
The implementation of jetty pro-
ject, the committee feels, would
not have an appreciable adverse
impact on spawning and breeding
of economically important fisher-
ies.

to have an appreciable impact on
the luxuriant mangroves on the

project related activities such as
chronic oil spill and bunkering
have adverse but preventable
effects.

In the Khautar project area, the
committee in.its two-hour visit saw
just one chinkara but abundant ro-
dent burrows and even spiny tailed
lizard burrows. It also saw a black-
capped kingfisher, which itself is a
record. However, the literature
for the region mentions sighting of
desert cat, desert fox, Indian wolf,

Kharo
apprehension for the

caracal, small Indian civt cat etc.
The committee has pointed out

that according to a document sub-
mitted to the Environment Minis-
try some 20 companies want to ac-

quire land for production of ce-
ment and six have applied for plant
sites in the Lakhpat and Abdasa
talukas. All these companies may
one day seek permission for con-
struction of jetties, causing
tremendous ecological stress to the
coastal ecosystem. Agarwal has,
therefore, suggested that the
ministry should first treat the San-
ghi project as part of a regional
coastal zone management p an.
An elaborate monitoring sys-

tem, to be financially supported by
Sanghi Industries, has also been
recommended so that the ecosy-
stem does not suffer.
Ms Pratibha Pande and Mr

Choudhury haye-pointed out that
the Khautar poject is in an ecolo-
gically fragi e area that falls in
CRZ-1 since it is both on forest
land and involves an island. Ms
Pande has said the construction of
a jetty needs comprehensive safe-
guards which are difficult to pro-
vide. 8

She has also said that. construc-
tion of a captive jetty so close to an
international border (Pakistan)
should be cleared by the Defence

Ministry.Mr Choudhury has in fact sub-
mitted on November 20 additional
scientific information on the
adverse impact of oil spills and ex-

Mr Sozwas supposed to report
back to the Gujarat High Court on
November 20. However, he has
sought more time.

sensitive and important area whic

The normal activities of the

roog Abdullah to speak to Mr opposite bank. However, certain

er, but he would like to ensure that

ressed
creek mangrove systems

headed
Lodha (BIP)

Mr Gumman Mal
and other members



al borer infestation

By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Dec. 8

the cutting of 10 lakh sal trees in
the State, infected by the deadly
sal borer, would not decimate the
forests, State Congress leader V.
C. Shukla has dashed off letters to
the Prime Minister, the Enviton-
ment Minister and the Chief
Minister accusing the State of neg-
lecting the infestation. The infesta-
tion was first noticed in Mandla
district in 1995.
The Sal Borer Crises Manage-

ment Cell was set up in Bhopal
only this Oct. when many more
trees had been infected, he points
out. It is sheer negligence by the
State forest department that has
created this avoidable and devas-

tating spread of insect attack now
being called an "epidemic'', says
Mr Shukla.
Mr Sharma admits that some 3

lakh hectares of sal forest have
been affected in Mandla, shahdol,

and Balaghat districts. It is like a

Shukla accusesM-P Govt ofnegligence

Rajnandgaon, Bilaspur, Sarguja .

and remove the timber from the
forests, he says.
Others fromthe forest depart-

sought
tified, warned that the epidemic
may be spreading to Bihar and

comes in cycles of 30 years. In
1924-26 some 60 lakh trees were
infected in Mandla district. The
epidemic reappeared in 1962-65
and now again it is here.
But environmentalists fear that

in the pretext of cutting the in-
fected trees there will be large
scale vandalisation of the forests
and have demanded a proper
monitoring of the trees cut and re-
moved from the forests.
The State Government hopes to

get 2.5 lakh cubicmetres of timber
and the same amount of firewood
which it will sell for Rs 250 crore.
The Environment and Forest

Ministry has appointed a commit-
tee headed by the Director Gener-
al of Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education, to in-

vestigate the infestation and sug-
gest remedial measures. Other
members of the committee are the
director of the Indian Institute of

Forest Management, the regional

Government of India, both from
Bhopal, the director of the Tropic-
al Forest Research Institute,
Jabalpur, senior entomologists of
ICFRE, additional PCCF (re-
search), Madhya Pradesh, and the

infestation managing director of the M-P Prime Minister for the inqui
Forest Corportion.
The Committee has been autho-

rised to take immediate steps to
assist the State Government. The
Environment Minister has also
written to Chief Minister Digvijay
Singh to increase the allocation for
the forestry sector from the ex-
isting one per cent of the State
budget to at least five per cent.
Among the causes for such an

epidemic is the paucity of funds for
management 0 natural forests, he
has said.
Wildlife tour organisers are ex-

tremely worried that like the
malaria and plague epidemics, the

Kanha National Park, also inMan-
dla district.
Mr R. D. Sharma said it would

be foolish to think that Kanha has
not been affected when sal trees in
the district have been affected.
However, there were no immedi- fight the borer attack

ate plans to cut trees in Kanha and
the park would remain open, he
assured.
Mr V. C. Shukla has said an in-

dependent Central inqui
be held to fix responsibi ities for
the negligence. In fact the insti-
tutes that he has suggested to the

all outside Madhya Pradesh. How

can you expect forestor from the
State to fix responsibility for their
own negligence, he asks.

TE sanvarene. To save the forests youngarene
hoice but to cut the trees chief conservator of forests of the

Mr Sharma, however, points out
that it is difficult to tackle the sal
borers. They are inside the tree for
11 months and outside it for just 40
days. Before they die they lay
some 400 to 500 larvae.
It is only when the sal trees start

oozing resin, a natural defence
mechanisation to combat the bor-
ers, that there are visible signs of
infestation. The other signs are the
browning of the crowns of the
trees, branches falling off and
mounds of fine wood dust collect-
ing at the base of the affected
trees. The worst affected are the
old trees with enormous

¢
girth.

They lack the vigour and the
capacity to produce the resin to

should
Principal Chie on-

of Forests of Madhya ment, who did not want to be iden-
rvator

arePradesh,MrR. D. Sharma,
to assure environmentalis

Orissa The sal borer

tourists fromsal borerwill kee
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Dr Karan Singh Yadav, prof and miscellaneous
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barely four-and-half months to

; Former Secretaries to the Gov-

to draw flak. A major environ-

committee does not augur well
for the state's environment. Five

Pilot reconstitutes environmentpanels
NEW DELHI, Dec 21: With University, Dr S S Dhabria,

Birla Research Institute,

protecting thethe old expert committees for, involved in
environment impact assessment, Aravali ranges and Mr Bhagwan

retired railwayMr Rajesh Pilot, Minister 'Das Meena,
Environment and Forests, hag* engineer.

ted the chairmen of all the com-

representation has been given tee on industry, worked as Secre-
for people from Rajasthan as tary, Transport, when Mr Pilot
well as for Jats, Yadhavs and headed the Ministry. Ms Anna

However, his selection of'Mr for river valley and hydro-elec-
Madho Singh Dewan, enginéét'»' tric projects and Mr R Vasudev-
and ex-minister of Rajasthan,"as'*' an former Secretary, Power, the
chairman of the expert commit- committee for thermal power
tee for mining projects is bound plants. The latter's appointment

has also caused some consterna-

large-scale mining even insensit- was in fact pushing projects

having a former Minister from from the environmental angle.
the state as head of the expert Mr Sanat Mehta, former

chairman of the Sardar Sarovar
Narmada Nigam Ltd, heads the
expert committee for
infrastructural development and

projects. This
head of SMS Medical College, committee will give the green

of the 13 members on the mining
committee are from the state -

aN NN le ee TO Na et A Nel

of harbours, highways and jetties.
Though the committees on the

whole are more professional not
enough representation has been

been given to environmental activists

By Usha Rai
Chemistry,
Professor, Department

Rajasthan

go for the expiry of the tenure of Rajasthan who has
that have been voicing public
concern. In fact there are just
four members on the five com-
mittees that could be called
activists - Mr Shyam Chainani
of the Bombay Environmental
Action Group, Mr Bittu Sehgal,
Mr Valmik Thapar and Mr
Gautam Vohra.
Mr Pilot, unlike his predeces-

sor, does not have many journali-
committee Sts on the committees. Just

Praful Bidwai has been app-
ointed on the river valley and
hydro-electric projects commit-
tee. Mr Jairam Ramesh, Adviser,
Planning Commission, who
presents economic news for one
of the TV networks is also on the
same committee.

reconstituted the committees. Mr Pilot has personally selec

ernment head three of the five mittees. Mr P M Abraham
new committees and a sizable chairman of the expert commit

s
even a Guijar. Malhotra heads the

tion for in his previous avatar hemental problem of Rajasihan is

ive, fragile areas like Sariska and which he will now have to gauge
There are just five women on

the expert committees - Ms
Anna George, Ms Amita Baig of
INTACH, Ms Asha Rajvanshi of
the Wildlife Institute, Ms Nandi-
ta Krishna, CPR Centre, Madras
and Ms Nalini Bhat, Additional
Director, Ministry of Environm-

Jaipur, Dr K S Gupta, Assdciate signal for development of ports, ent and Forests,

t
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Forest official's nomination kicks up row
By Usha Raii

NEW DELHI, Dec. 30
The Environment and Forest

Ministry has been without an In-
spector General ofForests for over
a month. Balwinder Singh, Prin-
cipal Chief Conservator of Forests
(PCCF), Meghalaya, the only
name forwarded to the Appoint-
ments Committee of Cabinet
ACC).
Finding that the name had been

forwarded without the vigilance
Clearance, fax messages were sent
to Meghalaya and a routine check
Of Mr Singh's record showed that
the man who was-to be put in
charge of the country's forest
wealth had two cases pending
against him.
Mr Singh has been charged with

tween 50,000 and .25 lakh, valued
at over Rs 100 crore, in the reserve

i forests and buying of 200 sq kms of
land instead of 350 sq kms for re-

fi cn ne

building forest corridors for
elephantmigration. Rs 3 crore had
been provided for the purchase.
'Though a one-man committee

has been appointed to look into.
the complaints, for Mr Singh the
race to the top has had an ugly
finish.
Trying desperately to resolve

the issue, the Department of Per-
sonnel was consulted and various
Supreme Court judgments on such
a ticklish issue were referred to.
Now in all probability Mr C. P.
Oberoi, PCCF, in the Andamans
and second in the selection com-
mittee list in seniority, is likely to
be made Inspector General of
Forests.
Ironically when the file was with

Environment and Forest Minister
Jai Narain Prasad Nishad, Mr
Oberoi represented that he was
senior to Mr Balwinder Singh in
the civil list.
While some sources in the

Ministry maintain that the civil list
was revised in October and Mr

No0 head to keep country'sforestwealth
Balwinder Singh had given two ex-
tra marks to push him into first
position, a spokesman for the
Minister's office maintained that
in initial recruitment as well as in
the subsequent evaluation, Mr
Singh was "senior." In a corner of
the civil list published by the Gov-
ernment is a statement, "not
deemed to have official sanction
for seniority, "theMinister's office
stated. Those in the race had to
have 30 years experience and at
least twomore years in the service.
It is also ironical that the vigi--

lance inquiry against Mr Singh
should have been sought only at
the ACC level. The Meghalaya
Government seems to have had no
qualms about retaining the ser-.
vices of aman who had two serious
charges pending against him and
even gave the initial clearance for
his appointment as IGF.
Mr Singh, Mr Oberoi as well as

Mr Chitrapu, the PCCF from
Tamil Nadu, the three officers
whose names were considered for

the top job are ex-Army officers of
the 1969 batch who were gien five
years seniority for their defence
service.
Because of the condition that

they should have two years service
left to qualify, all of them auto-
matically supersede the additional
IGF's S. C. Dey and S. K. Pandey,
1960 and 1965 batch officers, who
are currently with the Ministry.
While IAS officers can be
appointed Cabinet Secretary, the
senior-most post in that cadre,
with just six months to retire, for
the top job in the forest service a
minimum of two years additional
service is required. This too has
created some heart burn.
All this ugly bickering for the

top job in the forest service is
occurring at a time when the Sup-
reme Court has put its weight be-
hind the 1980 Forest Conservation
Act and in an interim order ban-
ned movement of timber from the

illegal felling of trees ranging be

North East and mining on forest
lands.
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Adopt green charter,
WWE urges parties

By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Dec. 30
A Green Charter that all politic-

al parties can draw from for their
election manifesto has been put
out by the World Wide Fund for
Nature, India.
The two-page Green Charter

has been sent to all former Prime
Ministers, those determining the
political destinies of the nation and
other influential sections of the
population.
"Protection of the environment

is crucial for human survival and
well being now and in the future,"
the charter states. "'It is only
through careful stewardship of the
Earth's resources - air, water,
land, flora and fauna - that we
can advance towards national eco-
logical security as well as achieve
the goals of food, drinking'water
and work for ail."
For development with equity,

renewable resources have to be

tected and safeguarded and over
consumption of all resources cur-
tailed.

out in the Charter, are exponential
growth of the human population
and spirallin4 conditions of pover-
ty along wih the ever increasing

a Pree

industrial and commercial press-
ures on the natural resources.
WWE would like priority to be

given to curbing greed and os-
tentation so that genuine liveli-
hood needs of the poor are met.
It would like the Environment

and Forest Ministry to be de-
veloped into a Ministry for Ecolo-
gica Security, giving utmost atten-
tion to protection of the basic life-
support systems of land, water,
bio-diversity, forests and the
atmosphere.
WWE has spelt out a multi-

pronged strategy for people's par-
ticipation in nature conservation
andd sought special attention for
promotion of eco-technologies in
agriculture, industry and the ser-
vice sector.
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Wildlife India, US sign research deal

Exchange may
cost India dear

_ Forests

By Usha Rai

.NEW DELHI: The premierWild-
life Institute of India, Dehradun,
has wittingly or unwittingly signed
a research contract with the Un-
ited States Department ofAgricul-
ture that could result in the coun-
try's invaluable biodiversity being

4
atented and used in the United
tates.
Exactly a year ago a research

versity and Forest Productivity
an Ecosystem Perspective" was
worked out under the US India
Fund Research Grant Program-
me. A whopping Rs 9,690,000 has
been provided for research over
the next five years. Another Rs
3,65,000 provided for internation-
al travel of Indian and US scien-
tists associated with the research.
Though the project has the

approval of the Ministry of Fi-
Nance, a senior official of the
Ministry of Environment and

under which the Insti-
tute functions stated quite cate-
gorically that it had not c eared the
project. oo

What has set the alarm bells
ringing, however, are clauses 12
andd 1 5of the provisions applicable
to foreign agricultural research

rights says ''any patentablee results
which develop from research
under this grant must be made
available to the public in the Un-
ited States. The Deputy Adminis-
trator will determine how this will
be done. In countries other than
the US, the grantee institution
may secure patents on the results
from this research, but the US
Government must be granted a
worldwide, nonexclusive, irrevoc-
able, royalty-free licence to use the

patent for the US Government
purpose."

lause 15 says "upon request
the grantee will provide the US
Department of Agriculture with
seeds, plants, vaccines or any
other such researchmaterial disco-
vered or developed during the life
of the grant."
Fears have been expressed that

1) the patenting will create restric-
tions on utilisation of biodiversity
by India and 2) the value addition
will have to be brne by India. This
means that if India wants to use a
part of an Indian plan patented in
the US, we will have to pay a fee to
the Americans to use it. In other
words Indian biodiversity will not
be available to India without
payinggaprice to a foreign Govern-
ment.
India's tropical forests as every-

one knows are a storehouse of
biodiversity. The recorded biolo-
gical wealth of India is 47,000

oject titled Management of
orests in India for Biological Di

plants and 81,000 species of anim-
als. There is no record of the coun-
try's enormous wealth of micro
organisms which are in great de-
mand for biotechnology. La year
Ashish Kothari of the Indian Insti-
tute of Public Administration had
reported the patenting of 29 Indian
micro organisms, just picked off
the soil, in America.

Present at the discussions held
on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1, last year at
theWII, Dehradun, were Dr P. C.
Tyagi of the IGNFA, Mr V. B.
Sawarkar, Mr S. Kumar, Dr P. K.
Mathur, Mr Sugato Dutt, Mr Ajai
Saxena, Mr B. C. Choudhury and
Mr H. S. Pabla from the Institute
and Dr James R. Stevenson, Mr

grants funded by the Americans
Clause 12 on patent and licence

G. K. Gupta and Mrs Usha Kapur.
for the US$ Department of Agricul-
ture. The research projectwith the
Americans has been signed by the
director ofWII,Mr S. K K. Mukher-
ji.
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parity at the entry point,

extraction of timber. and
fuelwood, protecting wildlife
and desperately secking 'to bal-
ance forest: conservation * and
protection, with the increasing
demands of tribals and villagers.
for fuel. fodder and minor forest
resources, are, the women' forest

Unlike the Kiran 'Bedis of
_ other' services« they. have kept.
away from the arc lights and not

many: people not even those in:
the environment and women's
movement. know that there are
currently * 72. o thera in the
country. They form a "zacticn of

butthe 2576 forest officurs
maintain with pride that they are
nol IAS rejects.
"Mast of them are first class

fs
from the science stre-

am has even done her Ph.D
in ecology from Lucknow Uni-
'versity) who have chosen the
forest service because of their

.| love for nature and forests and a
sense of commitment to conser-
vation r

A national convention on fore-
stry, sustainable development
aiid cole of the vomen forest off-
icers brought them together for
the first time and they. were
chaffing about the apathetic
treatment given to a service
which attracts people with com-
mitment to" nature.. Despite .the

the
subsequent disparities in the pay
Structure and promotional
prospects. have projected. ; the
Indian Forest Service as the
third choice. .

For a country that has pushed
women, into various areas" of
specialisation long before many

'eloped countries, we have
1 slow in opening up the fore-

sty sector. It was only in 1980,
after new parameters for recruit-
ment of women forest officers
were worked out that Ms
Ramalakshmi,; Ms. Veena
Sekhri and Ms Meera Agarwal
from Andhra Pradesh; Gujarat
and Uttar Pradesh respectively
became the pioneering . women
of the forest service. -

Says Ms Gopa Pandey, associ-
ale projessor at the Indira Gan-
dhi National Forest Academy,
Dehra Dun, while the men had
to run 25 kms-in four hours to

y qualify, women had to cover 15
kms in the same time; the requi-
red height for males (163 cms)
was lowered to 150cms for
women; the chest size for men
was 80 cms and 85 cms (after
expansion) - for women it was .

made 75 and 80 cms.
All this has facilitated the

entry of women officers. But in.

A gutsy bunch, the women officers of the
Indian Forest Service are doing their best
to protect our heritage, says Usha Rai
EEP in the jungles of
India, fighting the illegal

most states the parameters for
.

recruitment of forest guards or
-range officers remain the same
for men and women. The result
1s that less than a percentage of
the subordinate ranks-- in fact
just 150 are women,

The women, however, are
still fighting for recognition as
equal to their male colleagues:
Jtt-many states women foresters
are.still given 'soft' desk jobs. .

Many of them are asked to draw
up 10-year forestry manage-
ment plans though they have no
experience of ground reality.
Field postings in protected na- !

tional parks and 'reserved for-q
ests, which most of them long : .

for, are denied to women in Ka
mataka, Kerala, Orissa, Mahara.
shtra and Tamil Nadu.
After Ms Vandana Malik

(IPS) was shot dead in the North .

East, recruitment of women to
all three services has deceler-
ated.in the region. Other single
woman changed their cadre. But.
Ms Ranjana Gupta stayed on in.
the North East.
'So are there any Kiran Bedis /

among the women foresters?
Ms Vyay Lakshmi. was distrcth
forest officer in Pangi,
Doda in Himachal Pradesh, and
at a altitude 13,500 feet had to.
cover two' routes, over 52 kms'!
of. the most inaccessible terrain
on foot. It was seen as a punish- :

ment posting
© because no-

development . wing of the
government. operated in this
region. But there was no one
singing paeans to her pioncering
effort.

Ms Rebecca Nayar was a ter-
ror when she had a field job in
Bhanjanagar in Orissa district. .

The result: Several-MLAs com-
plained against her and she was
cased out on to a desk job. Once

x

when she raided a saw mill, the?
owner released a herd of bulls to
distract her.

Ms Mita Bisal raided a train
and seized a truckload of fue-
Iwoad that had been illicitly fel-
fed. At. Siar, domimmed by
Madhya Pradesh forest. dons,
another women forester had the
guts to confiscate 10 cartloads
of illicit teak on a midnight raid.
'We are protecting the unlo-

cked wealth of the reserve for-
ests and are forced to deny
villagers their requirement of
fuelwood and fodder. But we do
feel the pulse of the people and
are sympathotic to their require-
ments: We have no power to
give anything to poor. Not
unless tribal development and
tural development are vested
with the forester,' says Ms
Pandey...

EI
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On thebrink ofa
Himalayan blunder

Given our high rate of dam failure,
areview of the Tehri dam is
essential, says Usha Rai

UNDERLAL Bahug-
una is no,ordinary man.
All his life he has trave-

'rsed the Himalayas champion-
ing the cause.of environment,
Clad in a simple kurta pyjama,
(with a bandana wran ned around
his almost snow 'white hair.
;Clean air, sparkling, unpolluted
waters: and the importance of
afforestation are the burden of
his song.

For 10 years he has been battl-
ing against the Tehri Dam and
the enormous dangers of build-
ing a 265 metre high dam, bang
on a seismic gap where experts
have predicted major earthqu-
akes of intensity upto 8.5 points

1 on the Richter scale
+

Two years ago when the Nat-
ional Environment Council, the
highest body on environmental
'issues, was formed to advise the
Prime Minister, Bahuguna was

; appointed a member. But today
iwhen the same man is slowly
, wasting away (he has been on a
fast for over a month) the Prime

: Minister has no time for him.
Hell built on completing

'Tehri dam, the government is
not willing to listen to seismol-
'Ogists or even to that Super-

4

Mr Rao, who was totally con-
fused .by the presentations,
asked Dr GGaur for his com-
ments. "'If I have to answer sub-
missions made by Mr Thatte 1

will have to relearn my physics,'' he stated. The iissue remained

officers.

unresc.ved.
At the seminar on 'earthqua-

kes.and Jarge dams in the Him-
alayas' organised by INTACH,
seisomologists pointed out that
Tehri dam was underdesigned
for the 'peak ground acceler-
ation' that an earthquake
measuring about 8 on the Rich-
ter scale could trigger off. This
information too was forwarded ;

te Mr Rao.
Both the Sunil Roy commit-

tee of 1985 and the Standing
Committee of the River Valley

su

Projects, headed by Dr Bhumla

form of the Uttarkashi earth-

' recent disaster at Kobe.
Interestingly enough the Janu-

; ary issue of the journal, Jnterna-
tional Water, Power and Dam

' Construction' brought out by
ithe International River Net-
works carries a siaicinent from
the Union Power Minister, Mr
N K P Salve - ''We are not
going in for large dams any
more We want ron of the myer
projects and smailer dams
which will fot cause any
impediment {to environmental
needs."'

ive director of International Ri-
vers Network, has reminded Mr
Salve of his statement in a letter
dated June 8.

In 1993 presentations on
Tehri were made to the Prime
Minister, Mr Narasimha Rao,
by the secretaries for environm-
ent, power and water resources.
The environment secretary ex-
pressed doubts about the dam
safety and pointed out that the
conditionalities on which the
environment clearance was
given, remained.
Dr Vinod Gaur, secretary,

Ocean Development, and an ex-
pert on seismology who was pre-
sent at the meeting, had an
altercation with the Water Re-
sources Secretary,Mr Thatte.

Mr Owen Lammers, execut-

cleared.

in 1990, rejected the project on
safety, environment, rehabilita-
tion and cost/benefit analysis. In
1991 the Committee of Secre-
taries appointed an expert com-
mittee which cleared the project
but with a dissenting note from
Dr V Gaur. Then another
committee was appointed,
headed by Mr Jai Krishan, .

'former Roorkee University
vice-chancellor and a consultant
to Tehri, and the project was

Environmentalists,

: power who sent a warning in the
1

however, claimed that Mr
ake of 1991 and the more

Krishan had a vested interest in
> the project.

While it is true that crores of
rupees have already been spent
on the project and a number of
people of Tehri township
relocated, purely on seismol-
ogy, a review is needed. Why
can't we admit our mistakes and
back off before the dam washes-
away manysmalltowns?

India's rate of dam: failure is
among the highest in the world.
Twenty-seven dams have failed
and currently another 33 havé
structural and hydrological de-
fects according to the Central
Water Commission. Is that not
proof enough for a relook at
Tehri ?

The Kaddam dam, Andhra
Pradesh, constructed 1957 fai-
led in 1958; the Machhu 11, Gu-
jarat, constructed 1972, failed
1979; Sampna, Madhya Prade-
sh, constructed 1956, failed
1964; Nawgaon, Madhya Prade-
sh, constructed 1958, failed
1959; Kedernala, Madhya Prade-
sh, constructed 1964, failed
1964; Panshet, Maharashtra,
constructed 1961, failed 1961;
Kodeganar, Tamil Nadu, con-
structed 1977, failed 1977..

Must we add to these dire sta-
tistics?



of the country - with almost 900
big cats, about'a fourth of the
cpuntry's tiger population - the

shrinking, diamond and white
sandstone mining is unabashedly
eating into the tiger reserves, and

Ts are having a field day.
the last cight to nine months,

A

by Usha Rai

NEWDELHI ~

HILE on the one hand. .

concemisbeing
expressed over the

increasing pollution in the
country, on the other hand there
aremoves afoot in the
Environment and Forest Ministry
to relax guidelines for setting up
thermal power plants in the
vicinity ofmetropolitan cities,
national parks, wildlife
sanctuaries and
ecologically-sensitive areas.
A meeting of the

Environmental Appraisal

]

Comnnittee for thermal power
plants was held recently to review
the existing guidelines that limit.

~

.. Bastar and Chhindwara districts. ~

in Balaghat, Mandla, Seoni,

e... oe
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jumped the gun in etween environmental

Rafagopal, Inspeetor-General of
Police heading the Tiger Cell at

like a prophet ofdoom, it
good reason. From the end of
January to the end of June, when
tiger vigilance was stepped up,-

Park falls partially in Balaghat
and Mandla districts. The killings.occur not in the protected areas,
but in the corridors to Kanha,
says Mr Rajagopal.
Since a bullet hole would

reduce the price of a skin, tigers
are being poisoned or
electrocuted. Live wires
deliberately placed on the path of
tigers. Small bunds or tanks are
constructed on forest streams
from which tigers drink and the
water poisoned with aldrin,a
local pesticide that is readily

Mr Rajagopalan said that
recently the skins of a tigress and

skins of the latter, were seized.
The poacher said he had to shoot

~

they would not leave the tigress,
which had been poisoned to

But the recent collaboration
between police and the Forest
Department has led to the arrest
of 150 people for poaching.
While the poaching and trading
ofskins is masterminded in the
towns, the execution is left to
adivasis and other poor forest
dwellers, who have no great stake
in saving the tiger.

of the poachers, Siyar Shukla,
was caught at Mandla. A decoy
customer paid Rs 5 lakh in cash
for 21 tiger skins. But the police
arrived before he could fetch the
skins from his godown. Using a
combination of laws, including
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, none of those
arrested have been allowed bail.

More po

onthe runin MPreserves
oo

wary. Two tiger skins were found
hidden between parallel walls ina
mud hut. It was only after the first
wall was broken that the skins
could be found.
The Tiger Cell has also

discovered that villagers have
little sympathy for the king of the
jungles. The inadequate
compensation (Rs 5,000) when
the tiger picks up a milch animal,
and the red tape and delay in
payment, have tumed villagers
against the tiger.

In fact they would rather
connive with poachers and get Rs
1 lakh for every tiger poisoned,
and in the process save their --

cattle. The head ofpoaching
operatior s in the State gets Rs 10
lakh for a tiger, while in Bombay.
it sells fo nearly Rs 20 lakh. In

Coatinued on p 9 col 5

. The exquisite Kanha Nationale. + death.
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... a ong with nails and bones.

Move to easeguidelinesfornewpowerplants
the setting of these polluting
power plants to 25 kms from
cities and ecologically-sensitive
areas.

Threemembers of the expert
committee, Mr Shyam Chainani
of the Bombay Environmental

. Action Group, Mr Brijendra
Singh, a wildlife expert, and Ms
Sortali Bhagwati have dissented,
Mr Chainani, in fact, stormed out
of the meeting and later, along
with Mr Brijendra Singh, sent in
his dissenting note. With the
experience of the Indraprastha-
and Badarpur power plants still
fresh in theirmemory, they were
not willing to compromise or
dilute the guidelines.

Though the proposal was for
relaxation in exceptional cases
after critically examining the

*relevant environmental issues,
these experts fear it would be the
thin end of the wedge for the
mushrooming growth ofpower
plants in sensitive areas. What is
more, the Committee did not
even discuss how much closer to
the cities and parks these thermal
power projects can be setup.
The Central Electricity

Authority (CEA) as well as the
NTPC have been repeatedly
putting pressure to relax the
guidelines on the distance from
metropolitan areas and national
parks. In January 1991 too the
proposal to dilute the guidelines
was discussed but later dropped.

When the committee met again
to review the guidelines a little
over amonth ago, despite the
dissent of three members, the

Ao

proposal has been pushed
through but with a proviso that
relaxation should be permitted
only in the case of thermal power
plants using gas-based
technology and other newer,
cleaner technologies like the
fluidised bed technology (CFB)
used by the controversial Dabhol
power project.
The thermal power appraisal

committee sees these concessions
as incentive for cleaner
technologiés. For coal-based
power plants the 25 kms limit
will hold good, an official of the
Environment and Forest Ministry
said. Now the ball is in the court
of Environment and Forest
Minister Kamal Nath.

In his dissenting note, Mr
Chainani has said: ''to accep the

proposal would be disastrous
since project proponents would
urge exemption in every case.

In 1990 the CEA
representative raised the same
point, and a sub-committee was
appointed to examine the
relaxation of the 25 kms
guideline in depth. The
sub-committee unanimously
decided to maintain the
prescribed distance of 25 kms..
However, in the case of the
gas-based thermal power
projects, it was agreed that a
reduction of15 kms from the
outer peripheries ofmetropolitan
cities could be considered subject
to the condition that the stack
emission ofNOX will not exceed
50 ppm, if environment
conditions so warrant.

The sub-committee also
suggested thatCEA and NTPC.
should initiate studies in different
geo-climatic regions by adopting

. suitable technology which may
limit NOX emission to 50 ppm.
The EnvironmentMinistry was
also asked to initiate studies on
the impact of gas-based power.
projects on forests and wildlife.
Til} the studies are completed, it. <

said, the status quo on guidelines *

Mr Chainani pointed out that
in the last four years no studies
had beeninitiated byCEA,
NTPC or the Ministry on the
environmental impact on forests
and wildlife due to location of ..,
thermal power plants. "'Nothing
has changed to warrant a
review."

should be
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