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Bhindawas dry this windey

The sanctuary is in 8 sery state. SApparently local villagers have indeed blocked the canals some ks away and they
and 0% of the Sanctuary are dry. A couple of tiny pools in the middle and reranant pools along the westermn
charmel, all much corpeted for by people, buffaloes and birds, are all the open water remaining Extensive burning
of reeds and water hyacinth is in progress. I was toid the Haryana CM has promised water within 10 days. 1 wili not
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winter Rirds were around but mosily in much reduced mumbers. The neronry <iiii has & ot of actvity and the poois
were thronged with parert birds of the 10 breeding species. Also of interest were 120 Rlack-hesded This though only
20 Glossies, 24 Spoonbills still sround, & Openbills and 2 Painted Storks. No sign of Sarus Cranes or Black-necked
Storks and thi nascent Great Cormorant colony in the sucalypts Iooked desertad Waders and duck barely reached
double figres although reasonsble in variety (including 8 Avocets on Kildorth pond) and there were 3 young
Dheasant-tailed Jacanas. The only (1) raptor was 8 Marsh Harrier and that was over the crops.

Among landbirds plenty of Siberian and Hime's T ssser Whirathroats, Greenich and Blyth's Reed W arblers inthe
sucalypts, a juv Bied Cuckoo begging to Large Grey Fiabbiers and & Common Hawk Cuckoo. New for the season for
v was 3 Black Redstart and swallow species showed well incinding several Red-numped Mo sight nor sound of
Sind Sparrows in their old nesting colany or slong the lund. Where do they go?

At Kildorth a juv Oriental Turtle Dove was a surprise. Also apair of Common Stonechats and a single
Rosy Pastor in with the Bank Mynahs. Several Tree Pipits along the road plus Black Teis, & Eurasian Curlew and a
Woolly-necked Stork on the very flooded fields of Easai (also good floods nearer Sultanpur after yesterday's starm).
Best bird of all was a Earopean Roller near Sulianpur,

Inspite of the disappointment of Bhindawas the total was a reasonable 110 species which I sssume counts
towards our Worldbirdwatch weekend, Friday being the weekend in much of the world. Or does cultural
imperialism rule even bird counis? -
regards Rill




