
To: Professor MC. Swaminathan
October ist. 1991

Dear Collearuel

I am pleased to express mv sincere thanks for the message in
which vou have answered two questions of mine: We are verv happy
to have received manv interesting comments which are being used
for drawing up a programme to overcome the crisis and to develop
the agrarian sphere. It will be submitted to the President and the
State Council.

Due to disintegration of the former Soviet Union the functions
and activities of VASKPNIL are being changed we are running fewer
research institutes with the main bodv of them being passed over
to Sovereign Republics. Our Academy becomes an independent
non-state svstem in charge of four functions:

basic researches for the whole economic space of sovereign
Republics of the former Union:

ws coordination of activities of research structures of those
states:

training of research personnel:
af foreign relations as well as scientific and technological

cooperation with foreign research centres.
We are facing no unemplovment but there are high financial

hardships due to lack of Union's budget.
Let me inform vou that the document which has been prepared

under vour guidance in Norwav is being translated into Russian at
this time and will be published soon.

I regret verv much that I have no opportunity to come to
Madras to see nice people for whom I have mv deepest svmpathy. We

are facine now difficult and hard time. The revenge of reactionarv
forces as well as mistakes and weakness of new government bodies
are inadmissible.The -main thine is to adjust the functioning of
economv as soon as possible, to satisfv people's needs and to stop
conflicts. The team which has been organized last November within
Peace and Food International Commission is proceeding with its
work.

Yours sincerel

A. Nikonov



October 4, 1991

Dear Academician Nikonov,

'Many thanks for your letter sent through Prof.
Nazarenko. We are very sorry about the developments. .1

hope conditions will get stabilised soon. On behalf of
Commission Members [ send you and your colleagues our
regards and best wishes. We stand ready to be of
assistance in whatever way you feel will be useful.

I am glad you have got the Oslo report translatedinto Russian. Please send me a copy when it is ready.
1 enclose 3 copies of our Annual Report for use in

the Institutes of the Academy.
i

With warm personal regards,
Yours sincerely,

M.S.Swaminathan

Academician A.N. Nikonoyv
President, Vaskhnil
Moscow,
U.S.S.R.
Encl: As above
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THE FORD FOUNDATION
320 EAST STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017

Academician A. N. Nikonov
President, Vaskhnil
Moscow, U.S.S.R.
Fax: (095) 207 37 62

Dear Academician Nikonov:

Thanks for your telex. The team headed by Dr. John Mellor, funded
by the Ford Foundation, will be able to visit the U.S.S.R. soon and
hold wide ranging discussions with you and your colleagues on short
and long term strategies.
The immediate concern has to be on the removal of constraints in
the post-harvest storage and distribution systems. Also,
government policies for improving production and productivity in
the most favorable areas will have to be strengthened. The
challenge lies in achieving an optimum blend of individual
initiative, group cooperation in post-harvest technology and
government policies in land ownership and support in input and
output pricing, marketing and techno-infrastructure improvement inrural reas. I am confident that with sustained efforts and
mutually reinforcing packages of technology, services and
government policies, the present problems can be solved over the
next few years.
With warm personal regards,

Yours sincerely,

hax
Dr. M. S. Swaminathan
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Unofficial translation
4

Moscow,
August 3, 1979

The USSR Academy of Agricultural Sciences named after
Vel. Lenin extends lts heartfelt congratulations to the scientits
and specialists of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research
on the occasion of its Golden Jubilee.

During fifty years of its existance the ICAR has become
the central organization playing the leading role in management,
coordination and implementation of the whole agricultural research
process in the country. A number of Indian scientists out of
its ranks have become world-famous, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, an
outstanding geneticist and a foreign member of our Academy being
one of them.

It is difficult to overestimate the contribution the ICAR
scientists have made to the progress of agricultural science
as well as to solving the most complicated and noble task of
providing the Indian people with food products. The ICAR
Scientists have cnolved new high-ylelding dwarf wheat varieties,
high-yielding varieties of rice, maize, sorghum ete. which
marked the beginning of "Green Revolution" in India.

The strong ties of cooperation have linked us since long,
mutually enriching our knowledge and multiplying the wealth of
our peoples.

Our scientific and technical contacts in the field of
agriculture are based on the inter=government agreement signed
in Moscow on dune 18, 1971. Since then broad exchange of
scientific and technical literature, samples of seeds, mutual
visits of scientigts and specialists have been carried on and

joint symposia on the most important problems of agricultural
science and practice have been held. These forme of cooperation
are being widened and improved from year to year bringing in
positive results.
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The Soviet sunflower varieties "Peredovik" and "Armavir
with high oi1 content are being used in India. The samples of
breeder's seeds of sunflower, cotton and other crops, planting
material of fruit plants have been used in the breeding
programmes in various climatic zones of India. Extensive
work is being carried out on studying, adaptation and breeding
Soviet breeds of karakul and Merino sheep and other animais in
India.

On the other hand the Soviet acientists are testing
Indian "Kalyansona" wheat and "fruna" castor-seed. The Soviet
breeders are also using some Inian varieties of rice, sorghum,
legumes and other crops.

We are very glad to emphasize that the Soviet-{ndian
cooperation in agriculture has been given new impetus during
recent years entering the new stage of long-term development.
In October 1978 the Soviet agricultural delegation representing
the USSR Agriculture Ministry,All-Union Academy of Agricultural

of the discussions were later reflected in the Long-Terms
Programme of Economic, Trade, Scientific and Technical Coopera~
tion between the USSR and the Republic of India signed during
the recent visit of the Ghairman of the USSR Council of
Ministers Mr. AN. Kosygin to India.

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research and the All~
Union Academy of Agricultural Sciences named after V.I. Lenin
are of the same age. They have worked their big and glorious
waye This year our Academy which was set up on June 26, 1929
following the personal instructions of Vel. Lenin also
celebtates its Golden Jubilee.

Soviet scientist and specialists working in the field
of agriculture wish you, our spected colleagues and friends,
further suceess in your noble activities and express confidence

of our peoples, strengthening peace on the globe.

some other ganizations discussed the mainareasof M ste
Sciences and
of

A ld of results

that our cooperation will be extend ng for the benefit of
successful development of our count bess

wealth and happiness

Academician P.P. Vavilov $PresidentAll-Union Academy of Agricultural Sciences
named after V.i.Lenin


