RESHEESH FITTIE
14-7-378 Begum :aar, Hyderabad - 5S¢ ', India. Phone : R:35683 /7 O:4

Your: nil.

Abdul Jamil Urdid
b oJdamia Nagar
Okhla
NEW DELHI - 118 @25

Dear Mr., Urfi,

in the O ; :
i FTON OF INDILS o IRE 1 Wi L oWl
in Library for rveference, f11% rerere eQ 8

Urfi, A.J. (1992) The signifi TiL af Delhil oo for water
conservation. INTERNAT ICGNAL : }

Kindly send me a Xevox of this paper. 1 ill bhe putremely grate-
ful.

Thanking You

Sincerely,
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Mr. Abdul Jamil Urfi
A-270 Jamia Nagar
Okhla

NEW DELHI - 110 025

Dear Abdul,

Your letter of 27.2.95 was a pleasant surprise indeed. Thank you very much indeed for the

photocopies of your papers! Meeting you in Coimbatore was great, though we did not get around
to exchanging notes, in the true sense. Birders should meet on a birding trip, I think, rather than

in conferences!!
Enclosed is a list of references I could print out at a pinch, on feeding habits of water-birds in

India. Tam not sure if they relate to migrants or residents. But perhaps you would have heard of
these references anyway. There are a couple of notes in the Journal of the BNHS on the forced

<

drowning of water-birds by a Marsh Harrier or other raptor. I will send you details if you require

them.

The only heronry birds which nest in the Nehru Zoological Park (Hyderabad zoo), or used to
nest, are the Night Herons and perhaps some egrets. But no storks!

If there is anything else you require, please do not hesitate to write.

Wishing you all the best in your work,

Yours sincerely,

encl: as above.




et LS 3*7’// S e ¢ o < :
J‘_? \/M Ledest ZJ& Lo bside - 7 ?lo‘*w,,n/ ;-

L. e 2 e

L vk D She AL/ @7

Ao in Fudia T Sinit =
- Neoa d  rF-

md[//,[,mxu L B e C9weimteute .




s YA

ng‘%

India takes the birds under its wing

Abdul Jamil Urfi watches the twitchers in action

I ONCE asked a bird-watcher what made
him “twitch” and he replied philosophi-
cally: “Love of birds is the only love which
does not deceive.” How true. But I hope a
rising incidence of broken hearts is not the

_only reason that more and more people
in India are taking to the pursuit of the
feathered bipeds.

_ One indicator of the growing popuiarity
of bird-watching is the increasing number
of people volunteering to take part in

" bird counting events. For instance, more
than 400 participated in the Asian Midwin-
ter Waterfowl Census last year. This pro-
gramme was launched by the International
Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Bureau
in 1987 as an exercise to assess and moni-

“tor the ornithological status of wetlands
in the Indian subcontinent and other
Asian countries.

Now in its eighth year, some worthwhile
results are beginning to emerge. For the

first time, ornithologists have a clear pic-
ture of the winter distribution patterns of
the scores of migratory wader and water-
fowl species across inland and coastal wet-
lands of the region. Besides highlighting
the ornithological diversity of hitherto
lesser known wetlands, a better perspective
on the regional status of some threatened
water birds, such as the black-necked stork,
white-winged wood duck and pelicans, has
also emerged.

Another indication that birding has
gained in popularity in India is the mush-
rooming of numerous nature clubs and
similar organisations. According to a direc-
tory compiled by World Wide Fund for
Nature-India, no fewer than 990 organisa-
tions concerned with the environment
exist in the country. Of these, at least a
hundred claim to be especially interested in

wildlife and conservation, with “birds” as

- a core interest. Their activities include
participation in bird counts, publishing
lists of all the birds that occur in their area
and fighting a crusade for the protection of
bird habitats. Some organisations, notably
the Bombay Natural History Society, also
organise bird ringing camps in different
parts of the country and conduct research
in field ornithology.

Field omnithology in India developed in
the twilight years of her colonial history.
During the Raj days, several British officers
and civilians laid the foundation of a sys-
_tematic study of the birds of the subconti-
nent. In latter-day India, the most out-
standing contribution has been that of
. Salim Ali, who studied and compiled infor-

mation on 1200 species of Indian birds. His

major work, A Handbook of the Birds |
of India and Pakistan, written with
the American ornithologist S. Dillon
Ripley, is considered a landmark.
Almost a decade after his death, Ali
is revered as a legend and a father
figure —at least two environmental
research institutes in India bear
his name and some of his students
continue to work on themes pio-
neered by their mentor.

Although Ali was pivotal in the de-
velopment of field ornithology and
nature conservation in India, at both
amateur and professional levels,
the popularity which bird-watching
enjoys today is also a reflection of the
growing number of middle class peo-
ple in the cities. After all, interest in
nature as manifested in bird-watch-
ing or nature photography is gener-
ally a prerogative of well-educated
urbanites and India is a country
where the disparity between the
lifestyles of rural and city folk is
enormous. Certainly, most of the or-
ganisations listed in the WWF direc-
tory are located in the main cities.

This concern with conservation is
timely given that India is a hot spot of
biodiversity and her natural habitats
are gravely threatened. However,
there have also been instances where
conservationists, in their enthusiasm,
have disregarded the needs of rural
people leading traditional lifestyles.

In this context, the catastrophe which
occurred at the Keoladeo Ghana
National Park at Bharatpur—India’s
most famous wetland—is worth
reconsidering (Forum, 26 May 1990).

The park is a haven for 350 species
of local and migratory species of bird, some
rare. But for as long as anyone can remem-
ber, farmers had grazed their cattle in this
park. Some consérvationists and bird
lovers, however, felt the presence of cattle
was unwarranted in a protected area and
urged the government to order a ban. Al-
though this led to protests, during which
the police fired on a crowd and caused sev-
eral deaths, the ban was made to stick.
Before long, however, the conservationists
and bird lovers discovered that in “the
absence of grazing, the grass grew without
check, choking the wetlands and rendering
them a far less suitable habitat for the birds.

Not surprisingly, instances like this give
city-based conservationists a reputation for
being more concerned with the habitat than
with the needs of the people living there.

Amateurs could save the black-necked stork

But perhaps Indian bird-watchers are in
the process of developing a more balanced
attitude towards conservation and will
eventually reconcile their interests with the
demands of rural communities.

A recent development is the decision to

NHPA/Martin Harvey .

prepare a Red Data Book to identify Asian -

birds that are in need of protection. In India
alone, three birds are believed to have
become extinct during this century and at
least 40 species are considered endangered.
As a first step, India’s top omithologists met
in Coimbatore to draw up a list of candidate
species for inclusion in the book. The dis-
cussion did not stop here, however. India
and other Asian countries have a fairly ex-
tensive network of protected areas. So what
will be done if some of the threatened birds
are found to exist outside the protected




areas, especially in populated ones? Will
more bird sanctuaries be created? Although
difficult to answer, it is heartening that this
question came up at Coimbatore.

In the meantime, the growing popularity
of bird-watching in India will be a boon
for professional ornithologists. More than
any other branch of natural science,
ornithology owes a lot to the contribution
of amateurs. Without the efforts of thou-
sands of volunteers ringing and releasing

birds all over the world, working out the
migration routes of birds would have been
much more difficult. Records of nesting
birds supplied by amateurs in many Euro-
pean countries proved to be a valuable
database for ecologists attempting to
understand the role of environmental
factors in population regulation.

Serious ecological work aimed at eluci-
dating the relationships of birds within
their communities and with the natural

environment is now under way in India,
Inevitably, the success of many projects,
especially those involving ringing and
close monitoring of bird populations, will
owe a lot to the cooperation of the volun-
teers. In this, the Indian bird-watchers
will be a great asset. &)

Abdul Jamil Urfi studied wetland birds in the
Delhi region and in Britain. He is currently a senior
research associate at Delhi University.




29 Febrary, 1996

Mr. Abdul Jamil Urfi

C/o Centre for Environmental Education
Thaltej Tekra

AHMEDABAD 380054

Dear Urfi,

It was indeed a great pleasure to meet you in Bombay during the BNHS Seminar. Mr. Zafar Futehally asked
me to write a small piece on the Seminar for the Newsletter, but since I was not there most of the time, I
opted out. Have requested him to ask you, as you were there throughout the sessions and have a better idea
of what went on.

I am writing this to remind you of our conversations in Bombay.

1. You agreed to write an ID paper on Storks, Ibises and Spoonbills for our Newsletter, MAYURA.
2 Enclosed is a sample of what I have done for the pipits and larks found in our state.

3. You may employ any other method of presentation for ID purpose. Illustrations are welcome too!
1 hope you had a pleasant journey back to Ahmedabad and are now getting involved with your new job.

I might continue to trouble you with requests for photocopies of papers for the Bibliographic work in the
future. Please bear with me.

If there is anything I can do from here, do not hesitate to write.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely

encl: as above.
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Aasheesh Pittie
8-2-545 "Prem Parvat", Road No. 7, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034. India.
Phone: Off: 040-3352269 Res: 040-3350683 Fax: 040-3356064 E-mail: AASHEESH@HDI.VSNL.NET.IN

Ref* Yours of 1.iv.1999.
April 28, 1999

Dr Abdul Jamil Urfi
Sundarvan

S M Road

Jodhpur Tekra
AHMEDABAD 380015

Dear Urfi,

At the outset, sorry for this very late response. I have been out of station for almost 20 odd days. I also spent a
wonderful 4 days at Kanha National Park. What a place!

Thank you, for your sentiments, about the work of the Birdwatchers’ Society of Andhra Pradesh.

I am honoured to be included in the book you are working on. I wish you all the best for the project. I would

however suggest that of the two points you mention as my ‘contribution’ to the Indian bird-watching scene, you S&W
restrict yourself to the bibliographic part. I don’t think I’'ve done anything for bird names in English. Ranyjit

Manakadan (as compiler for Buceros) of the BNHS, has done that work. He should get credit for it. My

Nomenclature booklet was a window for Indian ornithologists to the changing world of international

nomenclature. It may have opened our eyes. I am not sure. At least I have received a few accusatory letters for

disrupting the serenity of bird nomenclature in India! But this booklet would not have been written at all without

Andrew Robertson’s help. In fact, as I have stated often, I was just a typist in the venture. He did most of the

work.

The citations for my publications are as follows:

1. Taher, Siraj A. & Pittie, Aasheesh (1989): 4 Checklist of Birds of Andhra Pradesh. Pps ix+39. Maps 2.
Published by authors. Hyderabad.

2. Pittie, Aasheesh & Robertson, Andrew (1993): Nomenclature of Birds of the Indian Sub-continent: a
Review of Some Changes Taking Place. Pps vi+106. Omithological Society of India. Bangalore.

3. Pittie, Aasheesh (1995): 4 Bibliographic Index to the Ornithology of the Indian Region. Part 1. Pps 175.
Published by author. Hyderabad.

The other published bibliography on Indian Ornithology is as follows:

Burg, Charles G., Beehler, Bruce M. & Ripley, S Dillon (1994): Ornithology of the Indian Subcontinent 1872-
1992: An Annotated Bibliography. Pps 330. Smithsonian Institution. Washington.

Other bibliographies have not been published, but have been prepared separately by Tim Inskipp and Asad R
Rahmani. They are computer based and are perhaps not for distribution yet. You could try getting in touch with
them.

A list of major ornithological work from Andhra Pradesh is listed at the back of our Checklist (No 1 above). If
you do not have a copy or are not able to locate one, please write back. A copy costs Rs50.00 plus approximately
Rs10.00 for postage.

If there is any further data or information you require, please do not hesitate to ask.

With best wishes and regards,

Yours truly,




