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ntler Reserve.
is urgently needed is education to control poaching so
that the population of prey species can come up. There could be a
few tigers as my students have seen two tiger pug marks in 1993
during the serow survey. Mizoram Government in earnest has started
conservation education using church as 95% of the Mizos are
tl i the church.

Christians and they respect the decrees that come from t} nurc q‘r_.! :
One has to wait and watch whether this is going to help the prey 5

s to build up and enable the large carnivores to stage a come

Clouded leopard could occur as there is lots of Red jungle

s
kalee] and Peacock pheasant. I have collected four scats

which could be of a cat the size of a clouded leopard and u5¢rq¢*‘\\\K
thin-layer paper chromatography will try to identify the specweb
If possible, the Reserve should
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Meghalaya
and at the
it would cost the stat ) upees six crores. In
ghalaya the state owns only 3.7% ! forest land and the
S9ye  either  private oY owned: by village 'councils. ¢ If
tablished this could be an excellent National Park near Shillong,
erb for bird and large mammal watching and sport fishing as

is a stretch of a river undisturbed for 17 km.

Balphakram National Park, 11-13 March.

This area is supposed to be the remote splendour of Meghalaya.

I spent about 45 hours on the road, which include breakdowns and
time spent caught among coal tracks, to reach the Park from Aizawal
ﬁapw;a¢ of Mizora@m.

43"’ In Balphakram I have a student Christy A.Williams doing a
survey of the elephant habitats. We could walk about 30 km which
included a 14 km walk at night with the wildlife staff which ended
in hav;ng Xxciting encounter with an elephant. We saw tiger

i
Sugmark, elephants (three times) and numerous signs of sambar and
and Hoolock gibbon were alsoc seen. Stray wild
to . gecur;
Balphakram is about 500 kxm! and of this 300 km: were
rate of Rs 1.,50,000/= per km:. Wildlife officials

that east of Balphakram (in the west Khasi hills) there is

a large patch of about 1000 km’ of excellent private forest with a

population of elephant and tiger. But it appears, the villagers
will not be willing to sell the land as they are realizing the land
has valuable timber and may also have coal and limestone. If the
villagers in west Khasi hills can be educated not to poach then
1junction with west Khasi hills can have a Tiger-
of about 1000-1500 km‘. Meghalaya deserves
assistance.
of west Khasi hil is urgently needed.
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MAP OF MIZORAM SHOWING PROTECTED AREAS.
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