
VISIT TO DAMPA AND MEGHALAYA - A BRIEF REPORT

*
Between 2th and Maren I visited Dampa T.ger

eReserve in Mizoran and severa _ plates in Meghalaya
report is based on my observations

Dampa Tiger Reserve, 27th Feb. to 6th March

Dampa is the new y createc Tiger reserve £500 km in Mizoram

and is 10 nours drive trom Silchar the nearest alrport in

Assam. On the way, on 27th night, I could see a iecpard cat. Dampa

has already been briefly surveyed by three of ny students Nitin
D.Rai, Charudutt Mishra and T.P Sanker Raman (Sridhar). Nitin
surveyed for using camera traps, and Charu

anc,Wr ahar for sercw ard primates Tne reports "A preliminary
"survey of clouded iecpard (Neofelis nebulosa} in Mizor@s and

ukkim" and "Survey of serow and gorai in Mizoram" have

already been submitted to Mizorum forest department for necessary
conse1yation act on

Presently Sridhar 1s doing his M Sc. Cissertation wors on

'Bird Communities and shifting cultivation in Dampa'' and he was

me t*rcughout five czys I spent in Dampa

We usea a cave (3 days) and a watch tower (2 days) in tre cere

area of tne Reserve for camping In total we 80 xr and spent
three late evenings near water where large «annals are Likely to

9 the oniycome a We did not see any tiger
ungulate we saw, was a barking deer whicn came tO @ wate.ang poirt
near the watch tower. We hear¢ barxing deer alarm call atleast 6

times, 4 times may be made by the same an.na.. 3aur tracks (once,
4 months old), sambar tracks (twice) and pig diggings
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(§0- 00 km) Tne corridor extends between Phuldungsei and
Riangthang village t is possible to enlarge the Reserve to a

f 600 km. was also told that the Bangladesh border,
inhabited by Chakmas, has a low human density. A survey could be
cone in the Bangladesh side to explore the possibility of a

transfrontier Reserve.
What is urgentiy needed is education to control poaching so

"hat the population of prey species can come up. There could be a
few tigers as my students have seen two tiger pug marks in 1993
during the serow survey. Mizoram Government in earnest has started
conservation education using church as 95%.of the Mizos are
Christians and they respect the decrees that come from the church.
One has to wait and watch whether this is going to heip the prey
species to build up and enable the large carnivores to stage a come
back. Clouded leopard could occur as there is lots of Red jungle
fowl, kaleej and Peacock pheasant. I have collected four scats
which could be of a cat the size of a clouded leopard and usin
thin-layer paper chromatography will try to identify the species.

If possible, the Reserve should be enlarged to 600 km! adding
the forest areas to the east of the Reserve including Zopui. The
possibility of a transfrontier Reserve should also be exp ored.

There are two BSF camps along the Bangladesh border and the
distance between the two camps is about 30 km which seems to be a
no-man's land. A trail should be created between the two camps s
that the area could be patrolied by the Reserve staff with the
assistance of BSF.

Continuous monitoring of Dampa is needed.

Nongkhyllem Wildlife Sanctuary, 9-10 March 1995
This small sanctuary, about 75 km from Shillong on the way to

Guwahati, about 30 km in a Reserve Forest of 127 km surrovces
by private forests of 150 km. The dense forest is ¢

deciduous type dominated by sal and bamboo. On 10th Te
couid waik with Mr.S.Arwell Nongsiej, ACF, one oc

trainees at WII. Abundance of sambar tracks was pleas #

said that similar abundance could be seen al throug
forest and the private forests also abound in prey. 1

found here are elepnant (about 30), gaur and tiger (TOM
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and clouded leopard have also been positively reported. MeghalayaA

government iS planning to acquire the private forests and at the
present rate 1t would cost the state about rupees six crores. In
Meghalaya the state owns only 3.7% of the total forest land and the
rest are either private or owned by village councils. If
established this could be an excellent National Park near Shillong,
superb for bird and large mammal watching and sport fishing as
there is a stretch of a river undisturbed for i7 km.

Balphakram National Park, 11-13 March.
This area is supposed to be the remote splendour of Meghalaya.

I spent about 45 hours on the road, which include breakdowns and

time spent caught among coal tracks, to reach the Park from Aizawal
of Mizoram.capit

In Balphakram I have a student Christy A.Williams doing a

survey of the elephant habitats. We could walk about 30 km which
included a 14 km walk at night with the wildlife staff which ended
in having an exciting encounter with an elephant. We saw tiger
Sigmark, elephants (three times} and numerous signs of sambar and

gaur. Barking deer and Hoolock gibbon were also seen. Stray wild
buffaloes are said to occur.

Presently Balphakram is about 500 km2 and of this 300 km were

bought at the rate of Rs.i,50,000/= per km'. Wildlife officials
report that east of Balphakram (in the west Khasi hills) there is
a large patch of about 1000 km of exce lent private forest with a

population of elephant and tiger. But it appears, the villagers
will not be willing to sell the land as they are realizing the land
has valuable timber and may also have coal and limestone. If the

villagers in west Khasi hills can be educated not to poach then

Balphakram in conjunction with west Khasi hills can have a Tiger-
Mephant Reserve of about 1000-1500 km'. Meghalaya deserves
ernationai assistance.

survey of west Khasi hills is urgently needed.
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