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Dear Dr. Verghese,

I have just received a copy of the inaugural issue of
INSECT ENVIRONMENT and cannot tell you how happy I am that
such a publication has at last seen the light of day!
Congratulations to all the people responsible for having
made it possible!

I take the liberty of writing a few thoughts on the
publication and its contents, emphasizing what you have
menticoned in the last line of your editorial *'to popularize
insect study and conservation’’.

* Entomology (do we have to live with such forbidding
words®) is not terribly popular with people at large and 1
dare say that most humans dislike ‘creepy awlies’., I feel
that INSECT ENVIRONMENT should be made into a banner
publication which promotes insect appreciation and dispels
insectophobia. At least one (I am sure it is not too much to
ask for) column should appear regularly on our neighborhood
insects, written in a popular (though not deviating from
goientific facts) vein.

* Birds have become relatively ‘popular’ and birdwatohing
is an active pastime of many among us. Good literature is
also available locally on our feathered bBipeds. But this is
not the case with insects. INSECT ENVIEONMENT could begin a
field-guide type of column on insects, perhaps beginning
with those wonderful and visible insects — the butterflies
and dragonflies — which are commonly found in our land. The
fact remains that such a venture becomes boring if
urnaccompanied with illustrations. Line drawings should be
good encugh (perhaps using ‘pointers’® like bird-books do to
highlight prominent features) to begin with till such future
date when the publication has grown and readership or
ceditorial policy demands color!

I firmly believe that our envivonment can be preserved only
by wide publicity of all its aspects among the general
public and srientists have to do this. In wildness and in
appreciation of that wildness lies the pre cation of olre




With best

Yours sincerely,
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