Subject :

INDIAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANISATION

HEADQUARTERS

MEMORANDUM /// Hea

Prof S Dhauan, cc tos g’c‘:gﬂ:igim:imy File | Ref:
Chairman, ISRO, ’

1SRO,
an, dQDr V Siddharth Date: January 28, 1975

Y S Raj b,
Seientist, ISRO H»g i / ISRO HQ,
Getting Foreion Techrology)for our Space Programmes — v\“’“f""'t\f(»' S wn«‘("zf?’(

S S i S/ '\//‘ X
"{«&C

%0 I don't think there is anything inherently wrong in buying
foreign technology, if we can effectively abhsorb them and
put into our system as we need thems This may be a wital
necessity for many a sensor system for satellites, solar
cells, materials ste. (In launch vehicle area we have
Viking)-
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When the Europeans are willing and do rot have some
inhibitions we should move on this front fast - but ot

uithout prepapgtion.

For such a preparation some philosophy and goals needs be
defined, It wuld be interesting to go through the following
reproduction from New Scientist January 23, 1975 as to loy
the gts spproach this problem

« "The Soviets have stepped up their buying of
western licences since they joined the Paris
Convention on the Protection of Industrial
Property in 1965, but a Pravda editorial of
sarly 1974 cited a total of only 120 new products
and processes introduced into production by that
date under licence, Uilezynski pute total Soviet
purchases by the beginning of 1973 at about 250,
Given the time lags in utilising the licences, the
tuo figures may wll be compatibles In any case,
these are fairly Jow numbers by world standards,

Perhaps the USSR is able to absorb western technoe
logy effectively without actually buying a great

deal of it? Ue know that the Soviets have invested
very heavily not only in ecientific and technologf-
cal training and R facilities but also in infor-
mation services for screening and transmitting
material from western literature. Ue know, too,

that they have gone in for systematic copying from
western machines used as prototypes, And we know

that Sovist work in fundamental research is often as
advanced as anyone's, It is possible they have so
arranged their technological effort that a relatively
small infusion of commercial purchases produces a large
effect on their domestic technical lewels, generally by
a very rapid adaptation and diffusion of new technology
from abroad"” « Ungquote




Your views on this malter, sapecially, vis-as-vis ISRO's
immediste and futurs noeds arc recubstod. Do we nalke a
paper on this for 1SRO Council? Or do you want further
details te be worked out,




